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T promise you, there are photos of me inside the TARDI: one day
theyll probably end up on a Blu-ray, but alas not in print yet
Instead here T am outside it, being photobombed by a fan. Tt els
like a blur having been at the world premiere for season one of
Doctor Who - it's been such a long time coming!

By now yow'll have travelled to an alien baby farm and back in
time to the ’60s - but there’s still so much more to come, and
we're jumping a little further forward (and yet a little further
backward) to episode six and the Regency period, to a set visit
from over a year ago. Confused? Yes, we are a bit too. Talk about
sitting on a secret.

Other delights are instore it was  joy to see Jinkx Monsoon
ittle Shop Of Horrors in New York and to chat all things
Macstro, Wh was SF in New York? Spoilers Elsewhere in this
issue, The Strangers return with a new trilogy - bad luck for
anyone called Tamara. There’s also a new Star Wars series!
Remember when that used to be big? I'm joking, I'm joking, don’t

ite in. No really, don't - we haven't got a letters page any more.
There’s even more fantastic stuff working through production
ﬁ)lluwmgthe strikes, so even though we're busy and don't know
what me period itis, this
eally i just the clm before the
(time) storm... And season one of
Doctor Who isn't even done yet!

Rants & Raves

Inside the SFX hive mind
7 DARREN SCOTT EDITOR
RA

WES
> Jinkx Monsoon is fantastic in "The Devil's
Chord” - this new world feels dangerous again,
3 she's also fantastic in Little Shop Of Horrors,
playing off-Broadway until 26 May - see i
while you can!

3 Sting s st (no, not the musican). Made
my skin crawl - loved it

= A satisfactory conclusion to the Michonne/
Rick storyline in The Walking Dead: The Ones.
Who Live, but no second season please. Let

it be.

RANTS

> love American Horror Story, but the
Delicate season really pushes the boundaries
of even my adoration.

IAN BERRIMAN DEPUTY EDITOR
RAVES

Pleased as punch with Character Options's.
latest set of Doctor Who figures, themed

> Speaking of Daleks, | will be buying Panini's
collections of the brilliant back-up strips from
Doctor Who Weekly (first volume: The Return
OF The Daleks, due 1.uly) - even though | own
every i

> Very excited to see that Severin have a
four-disc set of Alejandro Jodorowsky's Santa
Sangre on the way. Such an insane film,

7 JONATHAN COATES ART EDITOR

RAVES
> Pleased that Fallout has been renewed.
Thought the finale fell a little flat, but
otherwise the first season was joyful

'S PRODUCTION EDITOR

games. Now we just need a BioShock TV
adaptation. Pretty please?

ﬁ
PPN
ED RICKETTS TION EDIT(
b RAVES
> As much as | was delighted by Fallout,
I might be even happier that it has resulted in
aboatload of new people discovering the
@

NICK SETCHFIELD EDITOR-AT-LARGE

RAVES
> Excited that Spielberg’s returning to UFOs
with his next movie. Just imagine a Clos
Encounters sequel, with Roy Neary finally
returning to Earth and one almighty backdated
alimony claim

5 Check out Dactor Who author Paul Magrs's
YouTube channel. Lots of nostalgic rummaging
through musty old paperbacks, from Puffins to
Targets. Hours of bibliophile joy.

TARA BENNETT US EDITOR

S e Lynch and Burty The Vampire Sayer
fans, seek out / Saw The TV Glow. A surreal
el el amasting axploration o antky

R and purpose that will grab anyone who has
= escaped into their favourite show. Justice
’ arren. Eacabock, Smith s incredible.
facebook.com/
Py > Interview With The Vampire season two
S doesn't skip a beat as it relocates to Europe
g and the vampiric hedonism of the era swallows
o] L Claudia whole. The Dubai storyl
- Z ouis and Claudia whole. The Dubai storyline is
EieE also cooking in unexpected ways.
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Director Kiah Roache-Turner

faces his fears in Sting

after the original
. Beat that. series ended.
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Beauty V==
AndThe |
Beast =

Director Bertrand Bonello
talks his vision of an artificial
tomorrow in The Beast

-

WORDS: JACK SHEPHERD

ARSFROM ' Bonello - known for h period, with MacKay
Bertrand Bonello's | idiosyneratic dramas Nocturama, loux terrifying incel ins;
n of the future The mmmunmmdxm-mf ller 1’ a section of the film that
alintelligence has | Tolerance - started writing the enters the consclouane fecs akin o lsher “Then
ok contro afer amystorions | sciptin 2017 back wharn Alwas | rlatves: a igh-society Pariian. | theres 2041 because resly
event changed the course o settobecome such oty debated | woman s 1910 and an irng \\'mndnmln ery, very close to
history. To remove any chance of By the time The Beast plaved | actor in 2014 7 the director says. “I mean, we
another calamity, the robots have ce and Toronto festivals last | Al three of Seydoux’s Temenber 20 years
ed a machine that helps characters become entangled with
humans live out their ancestors’ | and actors'stri s different incarnations of the same
pastlives. They thus become ent. “I was man, portrayed by George
emotionally numb - and therefore g with scientists, ists | MacKay, the result being a
stable - thepresnt day inAL Zhesays.“l | doomed romance that plays out
things, many | across multiple timelines. Each
dangers, bt really thought it
away at what makes us human Wouldbe many vears g
1t not that much science e Beast 4 ot simply astory | 20thcencury fullof hopes
? the French filmmaker about the future. In fact, its what the century will be;” Bonello
emarks it someting weare | peirary sourcsafinpiration’s | explaina «Novet aodiesse, bt
oing hrough nov. 1 mean, Henry James's 1903 he | its when we had this flood in
Beast In The fungl,Bonellos Paris.” The second, 2014, was

tecl d

mustbe the master of atool, not | version takes the themes - | chosen because the real-l
the contrary: And now predominantly those of fearand | misogynistic murderer Elliot
little scary” love - and transposes them ontoa | Rodger was active during this

G ISP | one 2026



most difficult to ge
Bonello had to invent the look of
ow. “I'm not used o tha

" he says. “I wanted to
avoid the two major traps that are
in science fiction, either th

lyptic. I wanted to find
a third way, soI decided to take
the world as it s today and to
remove things, to empty it. There
are no more cars, no mor

e
internet, no more screens. There
mal

Skarsga
‘Baron Harkonnen emerges from in

% SBI-FABT! ceoroe Mackay read incei e et Roc

66 Technology, it’s a

The 910
versions of
Gabrelleand
herbea...

<ompared
toslghtly fess
stylish versons
n20M,

tool, and humans must
be the master of a tool,

not the contrary 99

Dune. “We tried many things and
everything that loo

f. For me, the image
was stronger than the

efore writing, he watched two
classics: Martin Scorsese’s period
romance The Age Of Innocence and
red Walton's cult 1979 ho
When a Stranger Calls, about a
dbya

kclearly leftits
quence, while
the hurmr elements are felt in the
14 segment, in which

eydoux must fend for herself

e home o Eoaa ly

lot of ideas to throw into a
single fil

el s i reallycmpricd
me?” Bonello says with

speration. Tputa ot nto this
film. Alot came
outof it exhausted and T have to
Jive again.” That, at least,definitely
< an emotional human

talking

mas from

manifesto, and watched videos in order to copy some of his mannerisms.

JUNE 2028 | s wsAaie | 7
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DIRECTOR EXCLUSIVE
apartment building and proceeds

u t0 take out the human inhabitan
oneby one.
- Ty Alien”
i e
fction horror. 1t effectively

haunted house movie with a giant

Killer a h Iway
Giger creation in Alien, it felt
insectoid, and I wanted to make
mething that was a sca
single-location horror, w

The director of the Alien-
influenced Sting talks
about his spider horror
/ORDS: JACK SHEPHERD

rd, nobo done a giant
»pnlermn\'w.\ndtr&.ﬂJ ke a proper horror
ie, and I wanted this to feel r geist
Roache-Turner says. The flmmaker's sim was \wvlhrv,,»hmv or Hrw..r ofahe great horror
RED ALERT HAS WOKEN UP EARLY | to make Sting a commercial movie that wasn't hlmumle Jurassic Parkis essentiall
atch Kiah Roache-Turner on Zoom. | just scary and fun, but emotional too. eally expensive, well-made horror film forthe
omething that could harken back to the days

“This has happened to me a couple of tim
he says with a grin. “I1l wa

‘morning and Pl pull my

there’ll just be a hun

¥ e ofyour hand, bt they
enttas bad as annel v, which are hese
mssive by things thatcan’

d
Vet raher han shya
dn i dicectorbascmbra
e ngth horr
Shout  alien spder hatnvades s New York.

10 spowsane e



characters, that way he creates a family unit
that you love. You care about his characs
inted to try something ike thatin a
classic style:
ing's heart comes in the form of a young
teenager called Charlotte, who adopts the alien
spider when it's just the size of a thimble (don't
grows considerably in size). For
Roache-Turner, two things had to be nailed fos
the movie to works the design of the spider nd
the casting of Charlotte. Luckily, Al
was available.
Tlooked at one clip of her and T was lik
Jesus, cast her immediately? S
cight and she was crying and weeping, and she
did it with an American accent and then an
Australian one; two different
cents. I'm like, ‘She's a genius” She’s
phenomenal. She's up undlhis

worry, it gr

made a care

9 SBI-FABT] #1via srowne cannext e ssen in snother Ausratian production, George iler's Fuross, s n
—_—

66 Nobody’s really done

a giant spider movie and

treated it like a proper

horror movie 9

pumlh:m‘ 1~tJ\(he\“)ungwr«mnn(p&up]ﬂ
o md the reason for that is because she

emantesche same st fctor, She's ke
ng, breathing special effec

Spe
how th
isatiny CG creation, but as it becomes larger,
the team at Wet FX, who worked on the film,
decided to employ a huge practi

found it very difficult to be
with the creature,” says Roache-
“When it , T was okay. But

when it starts moving, the mandibles move, the

exposure therapy - maybe I'd haveto deal with
so many spiders that it might cure me. It hasn't
atall. Anytime I see aspider, ncarly have a
heart ’t helped. But 'm a horror
mmaker, should be aking my o
nightmares and throwing them at you.”

Despite his ongoing arachnophobia,
Roache-Turner's r round two if the
filn su t will probably be called
c Ofting whichimmediatly
what the plotis” he says. The Raid
with giant spiders. If --x.v fen, then this
would be like Aliens. Thne\pn ably heavy
weaponry involved

truly awake. @

Sting is in cinemas from 31 Ma

ren younger Furiosa.

sexumoanne 1 11
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RESCUE
onRis BouCHER

OF
AL Al

Blake’s 7 fans have surprises
in store this month

WORDS: DARREN SCOTT

HOT ON THE HEELS OF THEIR from 2010, concept art, ssues !
s critically acclaimed Blake's 7 Blake's 7 Magazine issue 24 will also benefit | Blake’s 7 Production Diary Series B, due for
Production DiarySries A book, Cult | chacky Terence Higging Tt The publication in Novem!
Edge areback with in-depth Elsewhere, Big Finish returns to Terry
In fact i’ bee Burridge, Nation's universe with the upcoming June
ufBlaku7Maguz(m so pérh.lps thatsanother o pn, ved Dorian in “Reseue”. release of a new audio box set. The
ntender for dly died in 1987, aged World's Of Blake's 7: Tarrant sees the

s spccml edition - it a whopping 120

return of Steven Pacey for three full-cast
stories, alongside Yasmin Bannerman as,

just 38, due to complications from
AIDS-related illnesses.

pages

‘Ther Dayna and Alistair Lock as

Series D, with int vs, behind-th
information and rae phorogr«phs There'sa
comic strip of opening episode “Rescue” and.
alsoa look at the proposed animated series

66 The centrepiece of
the issue is an in-depth
profile of actor Geoffrey
Burridge, who played
Dorian in ‘Rescue’ 99

1t available to pre-order from bigfinish
comnow. ®

from
£21.25 - new customers can use
the code WELCOMEIS to
get15% off. Check out
@cult_edge on X
for further
information/
discount codes.

ollow
@bigfinish

an
@cult_edge
onX for

Creators ore
Jonathan Helm StevePacey |
and Grahame and Yasnin
erston 1 Bamnerman

o n
haven't ruled  starin Tar:

12 ysexuscaame | 2024



https://bit.ly/b7magazine24

Wedding bells ring for Mystique

and Destiny in this year’s
Marvel Voices: Pri

WORDS: STEPHEN JEWELL

PROMISING “SOMETHING NEW,
% also borrowed and especially blue”,

Kieron Gillen is bringing his stint on
the Merry Mutants to a close with X-Men: The
Wedding Special, Centring on the marriage of
Mystique and Destiny, the special coda issue
takes the lead in this year’s Marvel Voices:
Pride, which also features contributions from
‘Tini Howard, Wyatt Kennedy, Tate Brombal
and Yoon Ha Lee.

“Given how bleak most of my run was,
perhaps it the after-credits-have-fun-with-
the-cast sequence” Gillen tells Red Alert. “It's
also the interstitial between the Krakoan age
and the next as it grows from everything I have
done with Raven and Irene, but it also sets up
where they're going next. Marriage is about
endlessness, but o is the Marvel Universe”

any Marvel characters have tied the knot
over the years - most memorably Northstar
and Jean-Paul Beaubier'sfirst same sex
nuptials in 2012's Astonishing X-Men 51 - but
this being a union between two perhaps
erstwhile bad guys means that there won't be

ften oceur
atsuch. celebrarions

another ever since, and that's a great way fo
talk about ife - and queer i ially -

taken on the guise of Sherlock Holmes.
“There’s less Holmesian elements than you'd

people getting e should spek o

he says of X-Men: The

who they are, and as

across a large canvas,” says Gillen, who has
joyed i i their

supervillains. havea
verydifrentenegy” sy Glln. “Dmupuon

pective p
“Theres th ron thatwhil Mystque

hecme of supervilnsbutwe aready have

way,

P y
and sense of lfisrock solld he continues.

T e T (hls
will be a disruption-free zone and &h
doesn'tend with

‘who she is and will not
compromise, no matter what. Destiny, knoy
the futu does - she'sall

Wedding Special. “There's elements from
. % f

s s s y
bring any 221B Baker Street vibes, although if
Td had another two pages, T almost certainly.
would have”

Gillen also enjoyed working with artist
Rachael Stott. “She classic cle:
style, which grounds i i the superher
he says. by natu 1bs

it
iblin, and the mix of the two s exactly

‘Having charted their history back to

that's the tension between the two of them, and
Ties

s, PP played
an increasingly prominent role in the Krakoan
Age, which began with 2019's Powers and
‘House of X. “Mystique and Destiny metin the

Gillen also revealed in 2022’ I

whar the story is about. It a romantic black
comedy, and she owns that?”

X-Men 8 that Destiny was actually Irene Adler
and that the shape-changing Mystique had

X-Men: The Weddir

pecial issue oneis out on

29 May.

> SCI-FAGT!
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Writer/director Shannon Tindle updates the
Ultraman character for a new generation in his

much-anticipated animated feature film

Ultramal

ALMOST 60 YEARS AGO,
1

Japanese special effects

legend/lmmaker Eiji
Tsuburaya unleashed his
live-action sci-fi series Ultra Q
(1966) upon the world; think The
X-Files meets The Twilight Zone
with extra monsters. It featured
aredar
Superhero caled Ulraman who
battled kaiju and monsters to
protect the masses. Kids adored
the character and Ultraman
became an nstant snsaton

For six decades, k: ing

Jid (nd plnty o ther parents)
continue to follow his evolution.
‘There have been countless
iterations of Ultraman in both live
action and animated form, in

er-sui

debuted a new Ultraman anime
series to huge success, which
opened the door for the latest
iteration in the animated feature
film Ultraman; Rising.

141 x| une 2008

NG WORDS: TARA BENNETT

Director Shannon Tindle (Kubo
And The Two Strings) tells Red
Alert that as a kid he loved
Ultraman, and in 2001 actively
started developing his own
orignal story - cnllcd Maen
Japan - that the
haracter - never hought here
would be any way T could get the
rights to the characters and at that
time, I couldn’t have,” Tindle says

of Tsuburaya Productions’
ongoing rights battles.

But that didn't stop him from
drafting his own detailed concept
art while developing the script...
justin case. Once Netflix go the

We referenced
classic anime, mang;
and

Ultraman
needsto deal
withthe kaiju
Eni.

rights for the Ultraman anime,
that dovetailed into a potential
animated Ultraman ilm. When
Netflix executive Armie Kubian
asked Tindle if he was interested
in using his Japan script to o so,
“I said, ‘Well, nerd me is very

illustratic

Ultraman: Rising, wl

introduces the character to yet

another generation in a gorgeously
set

excited by that. But prod;
director me wants to make a
‘movie that I want to make,” he
remembers. “They said, We

stylised,

in Japan. The film places the suit
~ and its vast responsibiliti

into the hands of baseball star Ken

PP 'S to
be Ultraman or not - we want to
‘make the movie:”

In the end, Tindle and writer
Marc Haimes polished the
director’s long-gestating story into

sato (C] whohasa
il lnk o the Ultraman
legacy. Initially a reluctant hero,
Sato’s world is turned upside
down when he's forced to raise a
baby kaiju after a fierce battle with
its mother,

Tindle s grateful that
‘Tsuburaya was very open
to taking big swings with ¢
the character in this
‘medium, “Since
Ultraman has rarely been
adapted for animation, we
had alot of reedom,” he
says. “Because thi




is about legacy - both the leg
of Ultraman asa character and the
ts leave for their
children - T wanted the look to be
somewhat nostalgic,” he adds. “I
ted it to feel like the comics
umed

referenced classic anime, ma
and illustration to evoke that
nostalgia in a way T hope feels
neeh and re anb e

ut T also needed the audience

i B bond, whichs cntal
re the harder

ing her neurlv
he’s got a touch of
ooney Tunes, a smidge of '70s
Japanese kids shows, and alot
ofmy daughter
atoddler
inspirations. “One of the
rewards from early screenings has
been watching how people
connect with Emi on a personal
level. That's an incredible feeling,
Tind| ed for

‘hen she was

audiences to experience an
Ultraman untethered from the

Quick, crank,

[
plshie merch
machine!

constraints of prior storytelling.
“Ldidn't want the mythology to be
abarrier to entry for thos
may not be familiar with the
character?” he explain
he started afres

depicting Sato as a character who

ddles two cultures, has
unresolved issues with his
estranged fatherand fnds his own
path through atypical pare:
Ken necded o be relaable. He
needed to be flawed. He needed to
share the conflcts we all face:

th
hecnme " vehiele forthat sory:
Ultraman has always been

an aspirational character, so he
or for parentiny
an aspiration to put one’s self

«

became a metaph

and an evolution toward a more
relatable hero” @

Ultraman: Rising is on Netflix from
24 June




SHOWRUNNER EXCLUSIVE

Paint
It Blank

The Orphan Black story’
continues with Echoes, a
new series set 30 years after
the original

WORDS: STEVE O'BRIEN

THERE AREN'T MANY TV SHOWS
that an bosst fllowing o great chat
its fans even have a name. Clone Club
asbeen he el for devoteesof cult Canadisn
drama Orphan Black since it made its small
'n debut in 2013. The series - about a
bumanlone b the name of Sarah Manning
hoovered up of awards during its
original five-season, 50-cpisode run, including
aPrimetime Emmy and a Peabody:
o seven yearshos that il eisde,
Black: Ech

characters from th
about which characters the G

really latched on to and felt strongly about, and

SFXMAGAZINE | JUNE 2024

that was very mfum\.mw in terms of how T
shaped the story. At the same time I also
wanted people who hadn’t watched all five
s of the original show not to be lost in
the weeds”
Certainly, there are characters that fans of
n Echoes

that she’s

int-out” based on a
ml uman being; but sharing
me of that original p

e didn't feel
ehalden o the syl and pace of
the 2013-2017 seri

[
asJuls gets
hersefinto the
spotight.

Jower ind of sorsteling Theor

e afreight train all the time, and that



felt part and parcel of the time in which it was
made. We had more leeway, I think, to spend a
little bit more time with the characters and
dive alittle bit deeper into som
questions that the show asks”

Beyond th

the future, meaning advancements not just in
the cloning technology, but also in the larger
Orphan Black world.

“We wanted a near-future environment so
that we weren't dealing with everything being
wildly different;”the wr m always,
‘more engaged by sci-fi when it’s not so hard as
aviewer to place yourselfin that world, where
e fecl fmiiar enough

‘What Fishko found especially fascina
she tells us, i the resean ndertook in

knew “alittle” about t

Jues:they'l
never feel the
benefi

Xander (Vinson
Trn)

find the light
switch.

KiraManning’s

betteat it
either.

66 We wanted to give the
fans of the original show
something to sink their
teeth into 99
»tnned work on Ech but what she

vered about the subject as she got deeper
mnrrhc project shocked her, in terms of how

close we really are to the science laid out in
Orphan Black.

.
(3
— y L
—_— [ —=

said, All of these thin
with are not that far

that you're: ph
Right now, the
azing variety of things - little
arts that beat, brain tissue and cartilage
\d skin tissue for burn victims.
“Imean, we thought we
the phone with this professor, and he was going
tobelike, That would never work, that would
never happen; butnstead he was o hrlled. e
| better about the way we were
appn oachi
shko hopes that. has a long future
d s Lucy's are “pretty
sch mapped out”. As for a second season,
set all of the pieces in place

ond

re ar

“Twas very lucky to work with a lot of really
lovely people on this shov” she smiles, “and it
would be such a pleasure to come bax

together - it always fun to go back to camp
fo

another summer!” @

Orphan Black is on ITV X

uneznz¢ | sexwasane | 17
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Brave
New
Worlds

IDW is having a Pride party
with the first Star Trel
Celebrations anthology
WORDS: STEPHEN JEWELL

WITH WRITER STEVE ORLANDO
% describing t as “the franchise pointing
us towards a better, more equitable
e Star Trek has always embraced
in all s various iterations, going back
to Gene Roddenberry's original '60s television
series. Now, in time for Pride Month, IDW is
publishing a new one-shot that commemorates
‘many ofits numerous LGBTQ+ characters,
ranging from John Cho's Sulu to Lower Decks’
Beckett

“Icouldn't be luckier?” says Orlando, who is
teaming up with artist Lauren Knight.
“Working with Sulu and his family in the
Kelvin timeline offered a unique opportunity,
because not too much had been done with
them with Star Trek Beyond being the most
recent theatrical release.

“We were able to create a story that honours
Sulu and his family while also bringing some
classic aspects of the character into the Kelvin
timeline for the first time, so we'll see Sulu,
[husband] Ben and
[daughter] Demora just
after Beyond."

Revealing that “well
also have Kelvin Sulu
swordfighting in a nod
to°The Naked Time”,
Orlando says that he is
packing a considerable
amount into the story's
compact length, “This is
an action story, even if
its ashort one” he
continues. “A high-
action adventure with a
queer hero proudly in

18 sormeanne | e znzs




> SEI-FACT!

6 Star Trek has been
one of the few series
that highlights relatable
queer repre ion 99

The Kelvin
Universe Sulu

fight for s
family.
mo but it wasn’t until Lower Decks that T
truly discovered my passion for all things Star

‘Trek,” says May, who is paired with artist Jack
Lawrence. “What I love about Lower Decks is
how it continues the Star Trek tradition of

the lead. H who has sworn to return
Home to his il but the key hre for his

short is that for Sulu, the family is his husband
and his daughter. For this story, a queer family
gets centred in a way they're not often allowed
to. Here, Sulu's family has full equality in a

narrative e and that'san equ

stories, and that's why 1 leapt at the
opportunity to be part of this anthology”
May’s story follows on from “Envoys” - the
second episode of the first season of Lower
Decks - which saw Mariner and Jen sent on a
‘mission to Little Risa. “I found out that Risa
has been a location that’s cropped up across
Star Trek series for decades for its reput

an
equity that gheen
denicd instorytlling?

Harking back to Picard's third season, writer
Vita Ayala and artist Liana Kangas, meanwhile,
are exploring Seven of Nine and Raffi
Musiker's burgeoning relationship. “Picard was
my first introduction to Star Trek along with
Lower Decks, to work my way back through the
Star Trek lore and I really fellin love with
those characters, especially Rafi?” says Kangas

“We really wanted to do them justice, and in
the most authentic way, so both Vita and I read
[Kirsten Beyer and Mike Johnson’s Picard
novel] No Man’s Land and I rewatched all of

g

" continues May. “When 1
mned dmfnng outideas for my story, T knew T
wanted to set it against the backdrop of Risa.”
Joking that “Who doesn’t want to see the
crew of the USS Cerritos in spring break
mode?” May explains that the story sees
Mariner and Jen taking some precious
personal time. “We're with Mariner as she
heads down to the surface of Risa for a
day-dateaction with Jemnifer early onn heie
relationship,” cuntmue~ May.
“Tuwanted toplay with tha emtion of going
ona group trip pid friends, but what you 4

Picard since I was so pumped to dive into this.
1 think Vita writes an incredibly relatable story
of real-lfe seenarios that queer and LGBTQ+
individuals experience in the real world.

“Star Trek has been one of the few series
that highlights relatable queer representation,
offering stories that have resonated deeply
with me. Working on this project allows me to
give alot of myself while getting to celebrate
that with such a vast community of fans who
seek the same connection I did.”

A relative newcomer to Star Trek, Hannah
Rose May is focusing on Lower Decks couple
Jennifer Sh'reyan and Beckett Mariner. “T've
always been aware of the various series and

person you've gota crush on.
felt like that would b
such a fun situation
to put Mariner
into, especiall
knowing that she's
constantly

finding ways

er
emotions”®

Star Trek;
Celebrations issue
one is out on 29 May
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DIRECTOR EXCLUSIVE

Atlas SIIII"I And J-Lo

director Brad Peyton on his intergalactic Al actioner

WORDS: JACK SHEPHERD

mm PEYTON IS NO STRANGER
ali

And ‘Qs nd Rapage - caeh one abombastc

of pulpy cinema. Now Peyton returns
with Atlas, the story of a data analyst (Jenni
Lopez) stranded on a dangerous planet a
Harlan (Simu Liu), a villainous
artificial intelligence terrorist.
“My taste is always to o as much as T can,

filmmaler tels Red Alert, “T want to push

ev »rnhmu as much as possible”

uylnurful p]m\s! that Lopez

character Atlas Shepherd cannot e

how he wanted to avoid v-nmv-mnkhev
Tatooine. “When  first came to Netl
pitched tisdea, hey were ke

“The planct became s clourful,
landscape featuring forest, snow and desert
each serving up different traps for
A toconquer hile vl e vl
quired mech suit. The film ends up act
ffon Tom Hank
than having a volleyball to

FIMBATINE | JUNE 2024

hing
‘haracterful

Cast Away,

lasadeep digtrust of Al especillyas her
sion - and th
away from Earth -
Athellenton d
Iy approach fo AT was muanced Peyton
5. “What you've seen in a lot of cinema is
very black and white: AL is good or Al s bad
Right now, the view is that AT isbad, and I get

that. But what I think is a more

conversation is: how do you interact with AI?
day, and we
! in our phones. To say it all good or
all bad is like saying

‘Wealready interact with it every

“All people are all good or

allbad: T wanted to do something different 0
It

the future that

considers both sides. In part his app:
from conversations with futurists, expert

predicting the future by analysing the present.
Cheir outlook orld s amore
optimistic one, but it was also in the way [of
our film]” he says. “It was a delicate balance of
trying to do something that's never been done
before on screen and being realisti

StrfingK
Bownas
ColonelBanks:
Very oss.




66 What you've seenina
lot of cinema is very

black and white: Al is
good or Al is bad %

In designing the world of Atlas, Peyton
stayed grounded when putting together the
‘mech suits but skipped the details whey
came to how mankind developed intergalactic
travel (“If I got into how it works, the movie

was going to be an extra 20 minutes long”
he adds). More emphasis was put on

Diector Brad
Peyton with Lopez
(and Abraham
Popoola’s hea).

uncomfortable” Peyton says. Lopez wasn't
compltelyslone,though. Theacor Gregor
s brought in to temporarily
Loice Smith, iving Loper someone to bounce
However, he ended up being so effective
that Peyton decidd o cust Coban s the final
voice of Smi
She was havingaive conversaton it
Gregwho's in.a booth on the soundstage next
to me?” Peyton says. “Sometimes I would just
say, ‘On this one, Greg, 1 want you to pause and
see what she does h
Smith became thi
Now, ha\'lngclaﬁcd sichaichworld,

2

P
Atlas and Smith as they traverse a
treacherou
opez, for her part, spent almost a
‘month acting in her suit’s cockpit,
which sat on a gimbal surrounded by
greenscreen. She then had to react to
her fictional surroundings as four
cameras capured the details of her
perform: r background as a
dancer, singer, and solo performer
hclpcd ssshe e allof those

in the Atlas
e “TFyou ove what you do, and you're
clcntvve person, it’s hard not to fall in love with
orld you create and go, “Wow, I could do so
ch vith this e sa “For me, e ust
the surface of what exists. T have a

really exciting idea that expands Jennifer's
character alot and brings a new supporting
cast into the world. As soon as I was done, T
v ke, Tneed o writ this idea doven”

Tl Atlas’s first adventure, then, but
icmight norbe her st ©

Where alotof actors would be super

las is on Netflix from 24 May.

Titanait.
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Children
Of The
Evolution

Nu-heroes assemble in Marvel's
brave new Ultimates universe
WORDS: STEPHEN JEWELL

WITH ITS REVISIONIST APPROACH, MARK.
and Bryan Hiteh's inaugural Ultimates

proved highly influential when it debuted in 2002,
establishing a template that was subsequently emulated by
the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Now writer Deniz Camp
and artist Juan Fregeri are taking a similarly radical
approach as they revive the alternate Earth's Mightiest
Heroes, promising an evolution of not only the Avengers
themselves but all superhero team books.

“Its like the ultimate Ultimates,” says Camp. “Its about
the way the superhero team functions, the stakes of it, as
there’s something very dangerous about beinga superhero
inaworld like this. The Ultimates will have to operate asa

government go-betweens, no top secret clearances and
meetings with the President or testifying before Congress?”
‘The writer s taking a lead from last year's Jonathan
X 4 i

Ultimate Universe one-shot, which saw the Maker, aka a
‘malevolent alternate Reed Richards, journeying to a new
Ultimate universe and initially preventing the emergence
of heroes like Spider-Man and Black Panther.

“These heroes are branded as terrorists, they're
outlaws he continues, “and the whole apparatus of control
- the Maker's council and all their advanced weaponry and
super-forces - are arrayed against them at all times, which

but with the erucial difference that he's waking up in a
world without the United States of America. Thor and Sif
theless had ing signifi

‘means they’s danger. So keeping y
identity secret s alife or death proposition.”

wi i er-changing and evolving
line-up that's going to change almost every issue”, the
Ultimates' opening ranks are very different to their vario
predecessors. “We start off with Iron Lad, Doom, Thor,
and Captain America and then add Giant-Man/Ant-Man
and Wasp,” says Camp.

“Iron Lad is a young Tony Stark, both more carnest and
‘more dealistic than d Doom is

3
3
3
2
g
g
&R
g8

L
stolen from them and are a bit angrier for it. As for Hank
and Janet, 1 don't want to give too much away because
getting to know them is an important part of issue one.”
< ne picks up i ly
Universes devastating conelusion. “Thousands are left
dead, Stark Tower is destroyed and the Maker's council has
made the world think they are responsible for the attack”
teases Camp. “Each issue will be a complete done-in-one

v, and vill introduce a new Ulti ion of a

[another] Reed Richards after years of physical and
psychological torture from the Maker he continues. “Steve
Rogers is Captain America and very much like the 616 Cap,

classic Marvel character” @

Ultimates issue one is out on s June.
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CREATOR EXCLUSIVE

Demon Daze

Archie launches its first Premium Event

as Day comes to Riverdale

% AFTER PREVIOUSLY

f Jiff

aspects of its supernatural
worlds in various one-shots and
anthologies, Archie Comics is now.

WORDS: STEPHEN JEWELL

crossover. Billed as the first Archie
Premium Event, Judgment Day

“My prior work with Archie,
Archie Vs The World, got rave

Riverdale

them. We delve into the deeper

i his debut
in December 1939's Pep Comics 22.
“Our Archi

s of the cast, and it’s
been fun to play with who
Jso, the

also do a lot of horrible things to a
iverse”

on Archie after reading th
Judgment Day opens with

Archie being confronted with

corrupted and possessed versions

fans have known and loved for
nearly 85 years, and that goes for
all the Judgment Day cast” he
continues. “To me, that's the

reviews, P
complaint we got was, “Why isn't
there more?’” says writer Aubrey
Sitterson. “That led [senior

wanted to push the Archic
characters to their absolute
breaking point with a concept so

appeal
that have existed for so long with
such well-defined liti

alotof blood!”
While, as Sitterson notes,
“there are certain characters such
as Jughead, Reggic and Betty and
Veronica that are a hard
requirement for any Archie story,"
less well-ki rtis

d dearest,
although Sitterson refses to
reveal any further details. “I'm
wary of giving away too much
information about ramifications or
where the series concludes, as
unpacking it is meant to be a

i the

What you'll see in Judgment Day is
drastically different from anything
butits the

1l experi that's as

Pop from Pop's Chock lit Shoppe:
and Archie’s Jistai

result of choices that remain true

to the character - albeit with the
result of some unusual horrific

huner!”
Although spookier stories such

“The archetypes are the same
but they’re more human and the

Andrews also play a partin what
unfolds. “It was a matter of
figuring out what the stos
demanded,” he explains. “And also
doing our best to leave Easter eggs
for long-time Archie fans”

thoughtful and considered as the

Archie Premium Event

presentation;” he says
“Let’s just say tha

anytime
Archie Comics wants to give us
this level of freedom, letting us do
what we've done on Judgment Day
- thatis, anything we want - 1

Judy 1y .’ adds .» | stand ready, willing and able” @
under the Archic Horror imprint,  artist Megan Hutchison. “There  adds Hutchison, “Its classic
Sitterson insists that Archie and are ‘real world” hié i - Judgment D
Pitrerson ; reas

ly

that changes

the story but with a twist, and we

issue one is out on 22 May.

> SCI-FACT!
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Alien Resurrection

The Man Who Fell To Earth makes a new landing on
WORDS: NICK SETCHFIELD

“EVERYONE INVOLVED
is a fan of the film,” says

director Simon Barnard of

“There’s also going to be quite a
bit 0f 1980s news archive.
Newton's coming to save the

Radio Fours The
Man Who Fell To Earth. “Even

planet going.
horribly wrong. Tevis didn't know

though
bit different!”

First published in 1963, Walter
Tevis's novel was brought to the
screen by Nicolas Roega decade
later, gifting David Bowie his
ultimate film role as exiled
extraterrestrial Thomas
Jerome Newton.

“Tread the book around a year
ago and was struck by just how
differentit was to the film,” says
Barnard, whose Bafflegab
Productions are behind such
acclaimed audio dramas and
documentaries as Uncanny, The
Battersea Poltergeist and Children
Of The Stones. “The film is very
abstract and surreal and the last
third of it is really strange, and
nothing like the book. Newton
‘mission to Earth is explained a lot
better in the novel”

Tevis set his alien visitation
fable in the then distant 1980s. As
Barnard tells Red Alert, this allows
2024 production to take the
historical perspective. “All this
new technology Newton brings to
Earth - now we can say
invented CDs and flatscreen TVs!

24 spumsaTve | e 2024

this when he was g

book, but its set in the first half of

the 19805, which s exactly when

this stuff did actually happen.

You've got the height of the Cold
the

version. “We weren't trying to
replicate Bowie,” Barnard insists.
“Newton's described as being
fragile,like a bird. We needed
someone with that kind of
sensitivity. T'd seen Harry in
Penny Dreadful and his
performance as Frankenstein
really stuck with me. Basically I
asked him to do that performance,
d

Radio Four

who would work well against
fragile alien guy”

‘The production is scored by
electronic musician Gazelle Twin.
“She's our secret weapon,”
enthuses Barnard. “She's been
working on these very alicn
textures. It's going to sound pretty
unusual for Radio Four, I think.”

Why are we still drawn to this

world's waking up to the
al

arrogance”
Laura ik

s ol
warming So we've put alot of that
in there, which we can do with the
benefit of hindsight”

Bowie, of course, casts a long,
thin and indelibly otherworldly
shadow as the Man himself. Star
Trek: Picards Harry Treadaway
plays Newton in the radio

66 It's about
someone
who’s far
from home
and lost 92

Ecdeston, Hary 7554151
Treadavayand 1771231347
Laura Alkman, '3i; 7 bx

Betty-Jo, a
aleoholic who falls in love with

story? “Its
far from home and lost.

Everyone's felt that at some point.
1¢'s alienation and loneliness. On

; while
Christopher Eccleston is widowed
scientist Nathan Bryce, initially
suspicious but later an ally. “We
wanted someone who'd give a bit
famuscular
performance. More of a
formidable presence,
like a force of
nature, someone

i
i

top of that you
about the end of the world and the
environment and nuclear war.
That's more relevant now than it
was then, certainly in terms of the
environment”

And there’s one more timely
resonance in this tale of a strange
technocrat trying to shape the
destiny of humanity: “Elon Musk

s building space rockets!” ©

The Man Who Fell To
Earth s on BBC Sounds




The Doctor
and Ruby in
Roblx.

il Gibson,
NatiGatwa
andVarada
Sethu

@ The BBC have released a first
look at Neuti Gatwa and Millie
Gibson alongside new companion
Varada Sethu from a readthrough
for season two of Doctor Who.
Sethu, who previously appeared in
Andor, said: 1 feel like the luckiest
person in the world. It s such an
honour to be a part of the
Whoniverse, and I'm so grateful
to the whole Doctor Who family

- because that is what they are -
for welcoming me with open arms
and making me feel so at home.
Tcouldn't ask for a better team
than Neuti and Millie to be on this
adventure with - this is so much

h

experience s free on
Roblox, and available on

Alex Kingston
isback - big
time -asRiver
Song.

Worlds Of
Doctor Who - The
Death And Life Of
Rlv(r Song: Last Words,
t, with

PC, mobile (i0S, Android),
i Xbo

ED&N A
REB| ELLION

the world needs the Doctor’s
kindness now more than ever,
Gatwa told Attitude: “The
Doctor is constantly fighting for
every life, even his villains. He
shows mercy and compassion to
all because he understands that
there’s aneed for everything,
and that we need each other. It's
really nice ol have a show like
Doctor Who running after all
theso years inthis ok that we
# Master Replicas has announced

duein 2025,

Roblox,sis
Wonder Chase.
 Character Opi

River
Song in The Ninth Doctor

urines of the First, Fourth
and Fifteenth Doctor's TARDIS.
# Paul Forman will guest star in
“Rogue”, playing Lord Barton.

producer and writer Russell T
Davies said: “1 first worked with
Varada on a BBC production of 4
Midsummer Night's Dream, and
its a joy to welcome her on board
the TARDIS, win the
studio, shooting for 2025, we've
got Neuti, Millie and Varada
fighting side by side - we need all
three, because the stakes are
higher than ever!”
@ Doctor Who has joined the

1d of BEC

anew

Tom P d 1 Barnett

action i
includes two Movellans and a
Dalek with bombs.
ADoctor Who Prom has been

-
star in Torchwood: The Restoration
Of Catherine, due out in June.

Bradley, Jemma Powell,

1 in Lond

from An Ad

on
26 Au
@ Three new novels featuring the
Fifteenth Doctor and Ruby will be
released simultancously in

Redby

I
And Time returnin Thenrst
Doctor Unbound thi:
September.

QCoIm Baker, Bonnie Langford

Georgia Cook i out ine andis
narrated Cag

by Una McC

Deep Space Zone - an

a Tumeswith Eden Rebellion by

ol

24 November.

Sxcpars, threc.disestory The
Trials Of A Time Lord due for
release in August.

# Attitude magazine’s May/
June issue is out now and

r.fmmh Doctor and Millie

. Big Finish
releases for 2024. Alex Kingston
i in The

photoshoot with Neuti

Gibsor

returns as

why

> SGI-FAET!

Rhys
Harries.

Doctor Who is on BEC One, iPlayer
(UK) and Disney+ (globally).

NCi
BA#IIA’
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TRINA
ROBBINS e

Immortalised in Joni
Mitchell's 1970 song.
“Ladies Of The Canyon”,
writer and artist Trina
Robbins bridged the
countercultural worlds
of rock and comics.

becominga key female
voice in the underground
press. Robbins co-
produced It Ain't Me
‘Babe Comix, the first
comic book created
entirely by women,
and co-founded the
Winmen'sConix
collect

Mainsiean vork
included stints writing
for Marvel and Ecllpsc
and drawing D
miniseries The Lsgend of
Wonder Woman in 1986.
She returned to the
Amazon princess for
shot Wonder

FRONTIER

Remembering two pioneers of SF and comics
WORDS: NICK SETCHFIELD.

Woman: The Once And
Future Story in 1998,
‘holar of comics history, Robbins novel Grimm’s World in 1971. Vinge pursued
‘hampioned haracte il i

such books as Women And The Comics (1985)
and The Great Women Superheroes (1996).

VERNOR VINGE sus a2t

‘Author and academic Vernor Vinge brought a
prophetic grasp of technology to his SF novels
as he explored the future-shock potential of AT
and the interng

Born in Waukesha, Wisconsin, his first short
story, “Apartness”, was published in the June
1965 issue of New Worlds, followed by debut

his

and computer science at San Diego State
University. The 1981 novella True Names
brought him to wider attention. A pioneering
o berspace tale, it seen as an influence

BEHIND YA SUPERI
S RE TE LovE INTEREST

4
=
=
=
-
<
=
=
z

Tell us about your protagonist.
> Jenna Ray is a 17-year-old wild
swimmer, from the coastal town of
Nine Trees, with a bit of a hero
complex. After running into a burning
building to save someon

rescued by superhero Blaze and ends
Up cast as his Love Interes

?
> At the time | was a happy singleton
being bombarded by messages from
pop culture/society in general that |
should be in a relationship. | decided to
write a tale of self-determination, and
the superhero genre’s “love interest”
was the perfect trope to subvert

Are you a big fan of
rheroes?

Slami|
watching the X-Men
cartoon every
Saturday morning |
always loved Storm,
because she was
powerful

woman who could
fy. 'm a big Marvel

g -

favourite from the
current MCU Phase.

and Neal St
" Hia 1092 novel A Fire Upon The Decp

envisioned a galaxy-wide version of the
internet. It won Vinge a Hugo Award, as did
novels A Decpness In The Sky (1999) and
Rainbows End (2006), along with novellas Fast
Times At Fairmont High (2001) and The Cookie
Monster (2004). €

CY TOWN 13312024

British actor who operated Daleks in every
Doctor Who story between 1973 and 1988.

DAN EHIIZEE w22

st known for Moonraker
and Clash Of The Titars.

206 spomsane | e 2024

It took four years, and evolved in
three disinct stages (ke s Pokémon).
MA, | created the setting
andlCharacters, With my agent,| gave
Jenna the agency she needed to come
Bloomsbury helped me polish it
into its final form.

Any advice for budding authors?
>Learn about story structure, even
it's just to know which rules you're
breaking. I'm obsessed with the
midpoint of my story - there needs to
be something that the first half works
Up to and the second half responds to.

The Love Interest is out on 6 June.

HEET THE EX STAGE MANAGER

HELEN COMERFORD
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BOCTOR WHD

EVE BEEN INVITED TO A BALL!

1t's 17 May 202: nm.l South Wales
- MargamC uumn’P\rL ot precise, around
two miles from Port Talbot. If we turn around
we ocation used for R

and custom builta
wi lm s part Luhrl\ exciting
e beeon et fr the bmnd new
global ml.numh of Doctor Who. S
arriving in a par i
people in period costume outside drinking
unny day and already
there’s plenty of fans being wafted.
The scale is evident - unit base is about a
n location, but Margam Park is a
vity. The Orangery - a long white
ding - is split into two halves. The first has
all the behind. the-scenes and production going
on, while the second has the transformed

O 5P MGATINE | 10 2024

Iming space. There are boxe

candles, which members of produc
shaving and shaping.

‘Wespy east members Neuti Gatwa and
Jonnhan Groft il Regency rmha, ouside
having a crafty cuppa. They
and Gatwais slipped bac oo el fing
velvet jacket and taken back to set, a newly
constructed balcony overlooking the ballroom.

Groff's itular character Rogue has an
American accent as he and the Doctor
exchange stilted greetings when rehearsing
scene. “I think you and I should go outside;” he
tellsthe Time Lord.

“Fast mover!” Gatwa replies in a Scottish

cent promping ot flaughs from the crew.
Someone steps in to apply a make-up brush

fon are

tras start filing in - they're
period drss but have modern day jackets
ind backpacks, and are glued to mobi

one another next to the ruins outsid

ille Gibson

Sunday: lade
dah.

- and Rogue stands, ooking out ove
balcony, hand on hip. The Doctor vl
you can hear his heels on the floo

I

Really, like th
“1didn t\nuw the Dud\e« employeda
courtj
“\’\'ell Im S riou And youare... funny
peculia
i repeated several times, with
additonal dislogue, and whats interestng
how many nuances Gatwa bring
delivery. One line in particular.
Doctor: “Honey, I'm here for fun.
Production cre
candles are mnu Jit. “Mind your armpit.
meone sa
Hbble babble, il :md trouble!” Gatwa
jokes, winking to roff has his hair
touched up, Gatwa s ukmg around. Gro
himmy. “Jamie’s coming up so someone’s

ms up his new




66 People can’t watch it
and go, ‘Not as good as
that other period drama
I've seen’ 99

done something terribly wrong!” Gatwa hoots,
the crew laughing along.

Another scene s sho, with Rogue looking.
outover the balcony. Groff gives options of
leaning lorw:ud or standing back. They opt for
forward. Later the scene is filmed again from
Gatwa's m\glc. “Tvantto o sl v he says,
grabbing his lapels.

- aclose

Nt Gatwa,
with Jonathan

As you can see, we've put a floor in, we've
repainted, we've builta balcony, we've dressed
it,but actually, what i’ given s is the ability to
work both inside and then also we've got this
eally lovely exteron which, when practically
you're shooting an episode that takes place
entirely at night, it just means that we can jump
in between the two with ease.
He explains that when they first visited the
location two months previously, i was “cold
" but when they arrived on the first
day ulﬁ]lmngaﬂ the tulips and alliums had
med. “We've ended up with a place that's
given us a massive amount of really lovely
producton valueand th art deparment have
K

up of aring in Rogue’s hand... But before we
can probe further, that'’s lunch - and we're off
tointerview people in the gardens.

PRODUCTION VALUES

Producers Phil Collinson and Chris May are
loving what the camera is capturing. They
describe Gatwa as “amazing” and “awesome”
"t fch ke weve go hehtning Collinson
says. “He’s everything you want in a Doctor

just ly. We've
thrown inseveral Kichen sinks, s been
good”

“Making every episode is dazzling and
different from the previous one and the big star
of this episode is the set and then the costumes
and wigs,” Collinson explains. “People can't
watch it and go, Not as good as that other
period drama I've seen’ - it got to be a great
period drama. So we've pulled it off, 1 hope.”

May smiles. “There’s been material that

Who, he’s just full &
soulful.  think he’s very special”

‘While Collinson has worked on Gentleman
Jack, this is May's first dabble with period
drama.“I think my frst conversation was, can
we go somewhere where there’s a ballroom?”
he recalls. “I think we all frantically watched a
bit of Bridgerton and thought, ‘Okay, well,
where did they go?”

Collinson nods. “It's a really hard location
tofind?”

May continues, “It actually worked out
completely brilliantly, because we found a
location that we've basically built a et inside.

you've shot wre just like, ‘Oh yeah, when
people see that, people are going to remember.’
It feels like an honour, First season with Neuti,
whu s going to be incredible and it's just so

Every good ballroom requires dancing,and
“Rogue™s is no exception.

Collinson laughs. “We said, Bring us the

who choreographed Bridgerton!” and they

d ack Murph, the choreographer and
‘movement director of Bridgerton, is
responsible for a lot of dancing in this series of
Wi, Thetrickiest part o his particular
Continued on page 34

. D0CTOR WHO

RUBY READ

Producer Pl
Collinson on Millie
Gibson as Ruby
Sunday

She's gorgeous. She embodies

ackstory which has
Called on her ffor some el
cting scenes - she's
B e
actor. She’s amazing because
e can do funny, she’s spunky.
iventure and then
she can break your heart as
well. So we're really chuffed,
and the chemistry between
them is great.

The bast Doctor/companion
relationships are when they
look like they're having fun
together as well as facing

nd of the world every.
n they'e doing that,
theyve also got to look

tic, and it's
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ROGUE

TRA

JONATHAN GROFF HAS GOT THE GOODS

DER

of a British institution?

s totally surreal

and incredible. Thad heard of

Doctor Who, I knew what it was
1l asked me to do it,

o't ly know. To me,
there was such an alternative
S R
you can look at things fr

it g

but I hadn't seen an episode.

S0 he sent me six: the first one
from 1963 and then several
throughout the years to get
educated on the institution of
Doctor Who. So now that I've been
fully educated, it means even
more.

We're going to need to know
which episodes he sent you...

@ Ican't tell you. He sent me that
first one. But I don't want to blow
up his spot.

So what did you thmk of “An
Uneart
* Hoved . Kaovin ing what Neuti
is bringing to this institution and
his energy and who he is as a
person, and who Russell is, and
who Russell has represented to me
oy et
years — even in that first episode in
1963 there was something tht et
alternative about it to

‘There was even something that
felt queer about it to me. When the
teachers come inside the ship,
they can't understand how

s are not.
It felt beautifully Other, even from
that first episode, wl
‘made me a little emotional even
watchingit.

Twas surprised in the
e o

ich Twas crying,
\va{clm\gDocmr Who.1

didn'tanticipate how
human and moving it also
is. So that was a real treat to
come to learn.

What can you tell us about
your character? 44
@ can't tell you anything
about Rogue, But I can tell
you that working with Neuti
s incredible. There’s just

that quality of it that people:
talk about, like somebody has
it,the it factor. He has itin
spades in a totally unique way
to him that s so special.

He's so extraordinary and
so himselfand getting to play
with him - I'm halfivay
through my second week so I'm

what to expect. So it feels
special to act opposite him
because he's a very special person,
a very special entity and he's got
this presence and aliveness that
you can't teach, you just sort of
have it or you don't and he totally
has it effortlessly. Its amazing to
act with him.
T've never shot anything ever in
the UK. I played King George IIT
in Hamilton on Broadway, but 've

intois so expansive. The Doctor
explains how it's hard, it takes

never done this sort of period
drama dress before like this. It
feels like I'm living my Carey

this episode - and he's just so
presentand so alive,
-harismatic, and I never know

gs
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Mulligan fantasy right now:




66 That’s the
whole thing with
Regency, isn’t it?
It’s that repressed
excitement %9

How did you find the dancing?
@ Pve always wanted tobe a
dancer. In our first session, I got

emotional dancing Because doing

this kind of period dance is more
about the social interpersonal

interaction than itis about
executing moves. So the

articulation of the choreography,
for me,is quite intimate and quite
confronting, because it not for
show, it for communication. It
was really way more emotional
and intense than I was anticipating
thinking, “I'm coming to learn a
Regency dance”

What was your reaction when
youread the seri

@ It said a lot to me that when I
read the script, I hadn't yet seen an
episode of the show and the script
really grabbed me, really grabbed
my heart. I was quite breathless

ory behind this one particular
script that P'm reading, that I'm
completely ignorant about, and
just o read this one script and
it affect me in
way, further magnified the fact
that Thad to do it.

Did you feel there was an
Otherness toiit?
@ Yes, there’s many surprises. And
's unique. I¢s unique. It was.
unlike anything I'd read. Or
at's the whole thing with
Regency, sn'tit? 1¢s that

Thatlook can't
beanything

surely.

at
@1t was fun to play today, beca
we shot something yesterday tha
deeperinto the episode that was
more expressive of whats under
these layers.

0 to put the top back on it and
do the scene today was its own
unique challenge, to sort of repress
the information that we got
yesterday from shooting what we.
did yesterday.
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I'm gonna be honest
with you. I had an out of

1 H Be careful,
body experience, it was b
something unreal ot what they
een,

ntinuedf conneeted very much t the arrativeof the  honoured o choreograph for in my opinion,
res piece, the scene, the episode and indeed the  the greatest writ shTV withouta
Knd\uma Itisand nh overallarc of the wholeraison d'étre for why
‘So the most tricky thing was tonot  we have this new Doctor.
mimi Bridgerton? Murphy sayshe was nxiousscing the
professional dancers, routines being filmed. “They're dancing my yeste it was just this marriage
ot castond supporing riss. Forthe  creation It eys an the page, Ahey dance’ I of departments coming t
leads, they have less time to perfect their doesn't say what they dance, I say what they
moves than most dance. So 'mlike another writer and I have to ooy personal. Decply, deeply po
et hree one-our sessions with the getitright. gave me, on a very personal note, a
.\mr,rnmdm s to e three ‘s reallyfightening because L dofel 3
dancers 1ot two days st e that's loadec something I can't
Wit them. So ey earn the horeogsaphy nd tell you. You'll have to wait to sce.
also actually they learn all about that scene judged. But I aplace “But 1 did work with somebody who
Becaune there's no potnt justplonlingchem . shank o the quantiy of dancing hrough s one of the most mercurial artists
they have to understand the whole context.T'd  Bridgerton, I can think, I’ authen s worked with - and I've been bles:
love more time, but I know the reality of . Its  what it s. It social dance. yesterday I had an out of body experience. I
avillage, its not just about the dancing Tha He's full of praise for what the team are know that's naff, for Doctor Who, but i's true.
why I choose the choreography that I el bringing to the screen. I'm gonna be honest with you. I had an out of
actors can managy Vesterday was, without doubt oneofhe | bodyexperencs, e wassomething unrel,
“We have three dances - an establishiny ‘most thrilling, exciting days of ca Something unreal happened.
dance, a dance that brings joy,[nd] adance  career,” Murphy states. “One, oo May agrees eat
that s ncredibly dramate Ho ays theyre  choreographing for Russll 1 o deeply perience. This is the first time I've ever really
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ORANGE YOU CLEVER

Costume designer Pam Downe on learning
from the Doctor’s new looks

Bitch, please:
acomely pose
foreveryone
on the stair.

dmw anything with a lot of dancing, actually.
en really challenging, but one of those
rhlng< thatis incredibly rewarding when it
happens. Because i's] meticulous planning
and all the rehearsing, and then it all comes
together and you just watch it on the monitor
and youre just like, ‘Oh my god.

Collinson waugm, “This is the third time I've
done it - the firs s on Gentleman Jack,
we got the chor cog‘mphcr and I thought, ‘Oh
my god, this is so expensive. How much
rehearsal?’ Then of course, you turn up on the
day, and they go, Right, take one’ and everyone
goes [motions dancing] and off they whirl. And
you realise it's worth all rhm because then you
just stand back and | :

May nods It was beautiful”

BUILD HIGH FOR HAPPINESS
‘We can hear period music in the distance,
which means the ballroom beckons. The
supporting artists have taken to the floor,
unclipping dresses from the back and letting

ains run free. Each person has a cardboard
tag on their wrist and is being positioned
carefully by the production team. “Who am I
chatting to?” one actor asks.

‘The set is huge ~ five violin players help to
fill the space with music. At the far end, behind
aglass door, is alavish chaise longue.

Millie Gibson comes over in her Regency
dress and gives us a big embrace. “Sorry, 'm a
huggert” She al arring in the
cuddle, but a continuity nightmare is saved by
Jo, the PR.

“I think you came on the best episode,
honm\y itis so much fun;” Gibson say
wed on page 40.

When thefirst image of Neuti n is
e sweator was released, there was

SR
o e o
tell you why it was a shock, because we
thought we'd have to buy another one.

there weren't any left in the shop.
Because we need the repeats. We
bought two and then we suddenly.
thought, “Oh, we could do with a stunt
double” and they were gone
the check coat. Most of the stuff is all

bespoke. But that

bought, although we altered the
trousers to be slightly different. That's
the lesson that you learn: if you do that,

tely.
They have to be the first ones to wear
itall

this fabric up because it will get bought
up”. So we did do! There wasn't much
left. Then some of the Whovians tried to
find out where it was woven and tried
to get some made. Its charming.

Is It strange seeing your costumes worn
before
& Yes,absolutely. Thy do.such amazing
copies as well, they're really
Sbout I At 1 Say, hey're rying 10 get
the absolute fabric, not just a copy of

ts that they want the fabric.
I'think it's quite flattering.

Neuti seems to be weating a bit of

orange

# That wasn't intentional, no, although
kin. He is somebody

Who wears colous, stong colours.

There's s ing liberating about that,

putting Hat on screen because s

into consideration?

. When we did the specials with
David [Tennant], | was warned by th
person | bought the fabric from, “Buy all

to get tho:
ople. But it wasn't inter
just found that jumper and q

again,
12 Maybe there’s something going on...
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BEWARE

T

DUCHESS!

NDIRA VARMA GOES BIG AS SHE RETURNS TO SCI-FI

HE

il tomatch her

¥ Who

vith Iesall very sort

#Oh,it's been such a laugh. I've
wanted to do Doctor Who for ages.
R ) i
id. T was too
sared o the Dalels, the veual
kind of thing. But because so many
friends have been in it and have
said how much fun they've had.
Because it feels like it’s carte
blanche to do whatever you want
and i's so imaginative.

1t really fun to be part of
Doctor Who also because I was
working with David Tennant on
The Quatermass Experiment when
he found out he was going to be
Doctor Who, then I was working
with Matt Smith when he was
goingto be Doctor Who, and I'm
like, surely it's my turn. T don't get
to be Doctor Who but T get to play
acharacter who aspires to be

octor Who.

of Bridgerton. Tt's very sort of.
camp. Which i really [screams]
FUN! It 5o fun to be extra. I've
always wanted to be in this era
because I'm from Bath. I've been
gutted that I've not been in any of
the Jane Austens. So T get to do
my Jane Austen villainess.

Did Russell ask
you directly to 5 ¢
bein this

episode? &

@ Yes. He wrote

me alovely email
and T was like, “Oh,
yeah, I've gotit. Oh, I
should probably read it
first before saying yes”
Butyeah, I really wanted
tobe part of it. Because T
think he writes so brilliantly
for actors, for th

individuals. You can really What did you
think when you

The Duchess?
@ She's a party animal. She is the
Duchess of Pemberton and she is
‘more than what she seems - or
rather she becomes something
else...T think the Duchess of
Pemberton wants life to justbe a
game. I'm trying to be enigmatic!
taie il
of Pemberton, it's her par
Her bl Shes il it he.
newcomers who she doesn't
know, and immediately she sees

361 sexmuasnne e 02t

hear Neuti in
o R
he's really sensitive to that, and
Ithink that's why they're all
unique. I was thinking, its
kind of like Hamlet for kids.
Not for kids, but you know
what I mean? There’s the
idea that we can watch the
Doctor again and again and
again and it's different
people’s version of the
Doctor, different flavour.
Tlove that,

first got the seript?
Oh just glee, you just
relishit. 1¢s fun to be too big,
never knowingly underacting -I
think that’s what 'm doing in this.
Hopefully,there'l be a few people
who justlove her craziness. She is
‘bonkers. People do love a villain.

How far can you go with Doctor
Whoin terms of making it big?
# Iam slightly anxious that I'm
overdoing it to be honest. 1 like




Ben [Chessell, director] very much
and 'm hoping that he's going to
choose the right stuff,so T don't
Took like an utter dick. But why
tthe bigin
Doctor Who...Risk t. Be bad.

Why not?

What do you think people will
make of Neuti's Doctor?

@ It just brilliant casting: 1 was
already enamoured with him from
Sex Education. He just glows, he
exudes enthusiasm, but he’s not
justabouncy, lovable guy. He's a

et

66 She’s a party
animal. Sll:e is the
Duchess of
Pemberton and
she is more than
what she seems 99

really good actor, He's funny. He's
layful, but he’s also got soul. Al

Tthink he's brought it very, very
much up to date, in ways that we
can't necessarily go into. That's
going to be really thrilling for the
dience. Feels really modern,
actually, despite this garment.

Are you in many scenes with

Jonathan GrofF?

@ Yes. Oh, he's a delight. He's

rious, he's brilliant. Huge fan of
dhe's

what I think Russell does so
brilliantly is it’s camp, it’s funny,
it's silly, but it's also got heart and

Heis that princely kind of
f a male with the

action figure, when its all plastic,
in that amazing wave. That's what
he's like in real life.

Would you return to the
Whoniverse?

#1d totally come back again. Do
you remember Angels In America
When Meryl Streep played about
four parts, didn't she? I'm not
saying I'm Meryl Streep, but the
idea that in Doctor Who you could
justlike, hey, wear another

hair. T mean, he looks like an

happily come back.
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DOCTOR WHO

“Does tlook
alrght fom
the back? Be
honest.”

3;. :

CLAIRE WILLIAMS
AND HER ARMY TURN
BACK TIME

impeccable. I’ very challenging,
but fun.

How much research would go
imn an episode like this?

Alot! T guess the same as any of
our creative departments because
we wantit to b

biggest challenge of the series?
# This block is the biggest
challenge, because we've got two
episodes, both of them setin

needs to stand up. Just btrausc its
Doctor Whoiit still has to stand up
against all our period dramas, the
quality has to be exemplary, it has

y have to
bc historically accurate. But this is
. b

ldoalo(ollcscalch, but

gold and diamonds. We've had
to compromisea little bit - the
budget doesn't stretch quite that
fart

‘Wehave a responsibility with
the drama to transport people to a
different place in time. That's the
whole premise of the series. So if
we can make it ook as authentie
and as beautiful as possible, as
‘magical as possible, i really helps
the audience be there. So its
important

e
with us who all have to look
authentically turn of the century
1800s. S0 that has to be well
planned and very well facilitated.
e et that we're having to put

otographs
of the period. So all my research
for their hairstyles and make-up.
Tooks has been done from portrait
B from across Europe.

this episode?
#We've got about 78 background
artists whth s todey Thats alotof
‘maintenance because we have to

like this all day.
masmuch aswedon'thaveche  I'mvery particular, like every
~ theyd erson to be

66 We've got over
30 hair and make-
up artists working
with us here %9

camera lands on that person, they
have to loo!
Everybody's been fitted. Every
person in that room comes into us
at the beginning and has a fitting.
‘There are no wigs on any of the
women, that s all their own hair.
We've had to bring in daily teams
from all over Britain. We've got
over 30 hair and make-up artists
working with us here and they've
achieved these styles, especially on
the ladies, from scratch. They're
not wigs - it important because

wigs on the two
well and that obviously has to look
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authe
ave al been pearls and silver and

able to take a close-up - if the

hair up, 5o you
need to see the hairline all the way



around, it needs to look like a

natural hairline.

The crowd call s about two
hours long to get everybody
through. So one make-up artist
dmng about three people in that

X effort for us to get
his Tooking right and real

That sounds ike i has to be

catalogued.

get their wi

afitting sheet
their information on;
allthe sideburns are numbered, all
the hair pieces are numb
0 when Person A
comes in, they've got sideburns
number 27 and wig number five,
and they're all stored in a
self-contained environm
1tslike a little conveyor belt.
They arrive at the front desk, t
they get their fitting

sheet, they go and sit with their
‘make-up artist, the make-up artist
does what's on the fitting sheet
and off they go to set. And that

harder, because there’s so much
more photographic reference
People are much more eritical of
your work when they can look at

What about wigs for men?
# Some of the men have wigs
because now we're in a e
contemporary period. Lots of
people have skin fades where you
can see the skin right up to a
certain level. That's definitely not
period - we have to really make
sure that we're not bringing
contemporary styling nto this era.
They've all got little glued-on

ideburns. Neuti of course himself
s in a wig. He has to still look cool,
and like the Doctor, but he stil has
to look right for the period.

You did the '60s episode as well,
is that right?
@ The ’60s, believe it or not, is

Alot of the hairpieces and wigs
that we're using in this episode
will be set and adapted for the '60s
episode. They're just styled
differently - so we're doubling up
on our facial hair pieces. Believe it
or not,the 60s has sideburns as
dslightl

economically and efficiently.

Secing everyone in the ballroom
scene finally must feel good!

@ think itjust [all]looks
beautifil I feel really, really proud
of the show I feel proud of my
team. T feel that we've really
achieved something today. Its
been along time in the planning,
‘s been great.

NAILED IT!

Hair and make-up
designer Claire
Williams on the

Doctor’s Gallifreyan

The symbols were changed
every day. fon't have any
continuity issues then, because
if the symbol is always
changing, it just looks like

worried that we were spelling
something rude in Gallfreyan
- that was a genuine concern.
I remember Russell saying to
me, “You don't realise how
dedicated the Whovian
fanbase is, they wil try and
read them. vou've got to be
very careful with thes
symbols.” Suwe:usladapled
them. We tool
dosign shapes and we adapted
them 5o they are meaningless.
If they do spell something, it's
purely accidental.

very day we just put a
different set of symbols on
him. So every scene it appears
that the symbols have
transformed, but it's shooting
for hours, months and months
and every day we just
swappe
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ontinued
r phone. Both Gatwa
and Gibson w w - at the world
premiere for season one - that “Rogu
favourite episode of the

Reh

lutching lip

their

ly” one of the
characters says. The Duutnr ‘storms out and
Rogue follows. “Oh we must play them..” say:
the mysterious onlooker. “Intercept them!”
Away from the intrigue, set designer Phil
ims explains that the room we're in ordinar

e in here has been
added by us, npark from the end wall and the
windows. The actual window frames, they're
the location. We've put in all of the pilasters,
the arches, the mouldings and detal.

e came back and looked atit, and went
back to the studios and looked at it, we realised
we needed to add a bit more to it, we needed to
do somethi
pai

g to that wall. So we thought, puea
ting in there that's continuous, as if i’

MAGATINE | JUNE 2024

66 We've built a set
within the location, and
kept the best bits of the
location 92

sort of Tusean frieze or something. Then we
ed, really we need to frame it. So we
needed to add arches, and we built out and
added that side of the space.
“Jamie, our DP, needed somewhere to hang
s - we wanted to hang a chandelier. So it
thatwe

the whole space.
nemled to just clad it and
ture really within the
pace Soweve bl a s wihin he ocaion,
and kep the b th spensive bis
of location. Actu: e took the cer
ection of ihe windew autand added oue own

door so that we can g
[Chessell, di
want to doit, buthe made me do it he jokes
‘e needed to find a carpenter that was
to do National Trust work! Its very
good. Its worked out ,mmhlv well
you think this or a while it
mlght ave to bufld the entire

gt o a strange point in the proces
trying to work out how best o approach it
where Be N

and saying

ink, “That's aset? But you've got
windows - what if we can create a connectivity
between the gardens and the outside and the
inside? That's amazing because on a set that's




really hard. As soon as you go outside, you're
cither into lots of greensereen effects, or you've
got to work really hard to create backgrounds
and paintings that work and they often feel
constricted and small and interior. So this, we
sethe bestof ot worlds

idn't have space at the studio to build
it nl(l\ough we laid it out on a stage. So we'd
have had fo find a space to build the set if we
were to build aset on its own. So all the planets
aligned, really, and it made sense that we came
to Margam, made the most of the beautiful
architecture here - the windows, the expensive
bits for us, the difficult things to build. It
us a connectivity to the exterior, to a garden
that's beautiful”

ALL OVER THE PLACE

1€ also not the only place that creates th
world of “Rogue” - the reality is something of
areal-world jigsaw.

“We've got two exterior lam(mns thisplace
and another place down the road,” Sim

xplains. "o s crating  connee
between all of those places. One of them's a
Restoration period, and this one's late

corgian, early Regency, so it sort of perfect.

“The connectivity comes with our gardens
and Tredegar Ho our other
iterior locaton,for al the back-of house
corridors, the library. We've tried to connect
with that upstairs, where you've got the dark
wood, you've got the green, which we
borrowed from Lee Court, which is another
interior location we've got, which is where
SPOILER ALERT! happens at the end of the
show. We've also created the same floor
detail that we have in Lee Court.

“So the idea is, as you watch the show,
you just find the language and the language
continues through the show, and it
hopefully joins together visually so you're
not aware of us jumping around frantically
tryingto film in different places!”

For the eagle-eyed viewers out there,

e»

. D0CTOR WHO

BRING IT T0 THE BALL

Pam Downe on revisiting the Regency period

v
But it's very involved, it's a lot.
of worko do, But [ know | can
avigate my way through it,
I G e

sims reveals that some of these walls
and arches wi cledintoa
famous building - more spoilers! - in
another episode of the series.

his has been one of our biggest
builds and it's the most fun for me
because it ties into the location
beautifully. Hopefully lots of
people will visit Margam in days
to come when they think this i all
here and it won't be!”

Ttsbeen a very busy day for everyone,
least of all those danci
choreographer Murphy think the Doctor
has the moves?

“There isn’t anyone on this that doesn't
have the moves. Seriously” ©

Doctor Who is on BBC One, iPlayer (UK)
and Disney+ (globally).

had these crowd numbers. And
we made a lot as well.
Especially for the principals,
you can't just get that from
hire company to fit the body
the right fabric. So.
o made s ot So that was
o challenge 1o &
Ao derinely. | have

stuff we hire, but we alter
and we trim, there’s a ot of
retrimming that goes on.

Has this been the most
e ing episode of
the season?

#I'm quite comfortable
with doing period because

before. So that made it easier
than it might have been if
hadn't. Id already done a lot of
research on other jobs that I've
done with this period. So that's
helpful

Therers a ot of supporting arists
id you have a different
ook for each ons?
# Yeah, there's characters in
amongst the supporting actually,
there’s smaller characters
have very distinctive looks. So it
wasn't just knocking out one look
for everybody, everyl
be slightly different. And | used
more colour than you probably
would do with this period. So
We've pushed & Bt s well. Just
to sort of mal t00 period,
B e e
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AWARD-WINNING STAGE
ACTRESS, BROADWAY BOMBSHELL
AND NEWEST DOCTOR WHO
VILLAIN - JINKX MONSOON IS
HITTING THE HIGH NOTES
o™
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HEN SFX CATCHES UP
with Jinkx Monsoon in New
York,she’sin an entirely

f mind -
less battlinga lord of time and
more tackling a carnivorous alien pl:

“Audrey s a character that I've always,
always wanted to play, but just assumed no one
would ask me because 'm not a cis woman,”
she explains of her starring role in Little Shop
Of Horrors at Manhattan'’s Westside Theatre.

“thought if L ever played Audrey, it would
be in an all-queer production. But when the
Westside Theatre reached out, it was just an
immediate yes. Everything about it has just
‘been profoundly wonderful. It's been a very,
very affirming experience. I never dreamed
that I'd be transitioning at the same time that
T'm playing the female lead in one of my
favourite musicals, but here we are,” she roars
with laughter - which she does a lot.

CODE BREAKI
Sci-fiand fanasy s something the two-tim
winner of RuPaul’s Drag Race says she’s always
R e e e
myserous malevlent god Mietzo i The
tapulted
P e A
“Drag queens are especially apt for
heightened performance such as sci-f, horror
or fantasy, because we already live i the world
of the extreme and the absurd,” she explains. “T
think you might be surprised at how many drag
performers are huge Doctor Who nerds,
because we love to escape into fantasy.
“Queerness has always been infused in these
extreme forms of storytelling. T love citing the
fact that people were upset that the Chucky
ripted series had a queer character and
they're like, Now even Chucky is queer’. Hey,
guess what? Chucky was created by a queer
person. Sorry, it was always queer. It was
always coded to be queer. It was always coded
to resonate with queer people and queer
people fucking love Chucky, I don't know why.
“It’s the same with Doctor Who,” she
suggests. “When straight fans complain about
any kind of prog ep that Doctor Who
takes, T just think how ridiculous they seem, >
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because they love this show that's [run] by a
jucer writer who s a prolific voice for our
generation. The fact that they could complain
about it,it's bviously not your favourite show.
if something genderqueer
character can shake your foundation of it

“I'm so sick of people saying they're a fan
ofashow and then getting so irate if it does
something you don'tlike. 1¢s sill the same
show youlike, why don't you listen to it rather
than put up your barriers? Why don't you let
your favourite show teach you something new,
like it has already done?”

Sheis, of course, talking complete sense. But
for anyone still not willing o listen, she has a
polite suggestion.

“Popular op: n the favour of the
queer community for the first time in my life
and 1l be damned if L let anyone force us to
retreat. But I think people are going to find that
for every transphobic Doctor Who viewer who
drops out, we're going to have three new young
viewers who come in because they love to see
the representation.

“S0 if you're done with the show because its
taking a progressive step forward, don'tlet the
door hit you on the way out. We've gota ton
‘more fans coming in and we're not gonna
miss you”

cosMIC cLIMB
Aside from being a fan of the show she's been
a friend of showrunner Russell T Davies for
years. It was seeing Monsoon perform in her
Show Together Again, Again - where she plays
herselfin her eighties, “a crazy shut-in Norma
Desmond version of Jinksx” - that prompted
Davies to consider that the character he was
writing should be played by her.

“When I got the script;” Monsoon makes a
delightfully giddy noise, “itsaid Maestro, and
in the character description it said, “Think the
Joker, the Child Catcher from Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang and Jinkx Monsoon. My name
was in the seript.

gin my performance of
that weird, weird show and wen, ‘That's what
1t

exciting about thatis gods, they make their
own rules? she offers. “Gods are not inhibited
er, o time or age, or sexuality. They're
eternal. One thing I've always thought about
with characters like that is how bored they get.
1t something we see with Anne Rice's
vampires - they're creating their own

Butto me, what's more interesting in a villain is
when they think they're in the gh( - \vhcn
they believe that what they're do’
thesaeificeand the cost. Then tha gives thei
‘mission something more than just ’m evil. It
like, No, I'm trying to create something
beautiful and you're standing in my way?”

Twantin 2
my heart. It fet very, very genuine because he

id been seeing my shows for years, Whes
got the role, 1 waslike, ‘Oh yeah, this is my role.
T see why you want me to play this!” she

tere’s some Jinkx in there, because I'm
Jink, and T Plaving o but Macsto dosi
feel like Jinkx to me. There’s elements of the
Joker - the manic abilty o switch on a i,
but Maestro feels like their own character
tome.

“If we took everything we knew about Marie
Antoinette and applied it to the Devil, that
Maestro;” she laughs. “Its where Marie
Antoinette meets the Bible’s depiction of the
Devil. Just those

you're immortal,
u any more. So when I

nothing entertains y

her co-stars an

“just a dream to work mm ~ theyre just the

I itwas

soblasé until 1 met the Doctor - this is the first

exciting thing that's happened to me in acons,
e

hen Maestro has their whole mission and
they're trying to create something beautiful. In
terms of gods, what's the extinction of the
human race to a bunch of immortal, eternal
beings? That's nothing compared to what
Maestro thinks this beautiful thing they're
going o createis.

‘When I play a villain, what I love to do s
figure out why the villain thinks they're right.

Monsoon also has her own ideas about the
‘motivation of a wayward god. “What was so
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you can just go, Tm evil’
and that's all you need. Some villains are just
evil for the sake of being evil and that exists

sweetest, loveliest, rea ple” She says
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You an never

Maestra's
q have too

that Neuti Gatwa gave her “the best it with a beautiful, friendly, light
Itwasjust a dream
Monsoon is gushing with praise for everyone
on set, who she says were “ust incredible at
their job”.
“They came to me after I w
pts to run them by me m e how 1 1l
The character’s nonbin: they were
aving me wearallifferent types o out
They wanted o make sure el comforable
in each different outfit. T basically had n
ther than,love this. This

t meant alot coming from him,
‘s an extremely generou
you have  person who's willing
to do the full theme, and real lay the scene,
Whetherthe camerss are on them or ot i
your job so mmh ‘more easier and fun
orking with Neuti and Millie,

care about what they're doing. They care
about doing their work well and they do

-

(Lef)In

. D0CTOR WHO

“The only thing that I added was they we
saying, "We were taking looks from famous
musical moments in history to inspire
Maestro’s wardrobe? Then I said, ‘Well, if we.
want to be real its probably that Maestro wore
the outfit frst and then the musicians were
visited by Maestro at some point and got the
idea for their outfit from Maestro?

“Sodon'tknow that that informed

as

Pepper or what have
people ripped off Mae»tm s «k\
Now that she’
another: sci- i franc]

appear

e for it,
Monsoon would like to

ar ek Discovery has been so
fantastically queer and has a wonderful queer
cast already, 1 don't know that they need me
fa You know

. If that ever came bacl
form, I we uuld love tobe a part
“w here's been a ot of marryin
and fantasy lately, because we're

66 Maestro has their
whole mission and
they're trying to create
something beautiful 9

fnding ways toexplsn magic with
‘pace witch, I'm perf

that. nk drag que
would he ewe:\allv suited to play characters
like vampires, demons, which is any kind of
mythical something or other. Drag queens, we
already operate on that level. So give us the

d

on returns o play
for 20 performances
until 12 July. As for a certain other musical
it ke Maestro has unfi
ertainly in Monsoon's mind.
What I love about my episode
was not necessarily permanently defeated. And
Tdon't know, but I sensed some chemistry
between Maestro and the Doctor even though
they're nemeses. So, Ljust think there’s a world
portunity there,” she cackle:
“Igotta tell you, the whole
dream job. But when the director says, Hey,
Maestro, I think you could be just a tad mor
firty with the Doctor on that line? Thsn] m
lik

job righ

Visit inkxmonsoon.com.
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DOCTOR WHD

RUSSELL T DAVIES, NCUTI

GATWA AND MILLIE GIBSON

LOOK AHEAD TO THE TWO-
PART SEASON FINALE

WORDS:
DARREN
scorT

HE END IS NIGH FOR THE
series that writer and showrunner
Russel T Daves promises willbave
“the biggest finale ever” in “T}
Legend Of Ruby Sunday” and “Empire or
eath” - where they return to UNIT HQ. Are
the three who rule ready? And what do they
thinkis the message of season one?

How do you feel about the finale?

NG: [Expels a deep breath] I mean, if P'm
completely honest with you, its a blur. Its an
absolute blur. T don ‘tknow what I can tell you.

was alot of energy of, “T have
this thing? and P mngnorts laugh!

My eyes went funny. At one point we did
itso m:my times 1 think 1 went bogeved and §

s ke, ot “Which green man am 1
oking at?”

ey Despitethe most intensesor i it

it does have Neuti on a Vespa with Bonnie

Langford - don't il me sheres o jokes init,
the absolutely hilarious!

NG: It delivers, L ean'ttell you.

RTD: 1do love a season finale. One of the
reasons I came back to Doctor Who was the
chance to write those great big two-parters,
you don't get the chance to be that epic in an
other show. And don't forget, I think about
Doctor Whoall day long, so 've had ideas
swirling around for decades. At least 40 years!
There arevryclear kst storie from the
1980s in wh Their time has

y

ad to give every sing]
yoursrlho Rt tip your soul ut.
/as an emotional ride every day in
seven and eight. There’s not much humour in
seven and eigh, is there? More so cight.
RTD: Eight's dark.
NG: [Struggles to articulate it] s like the
darkest of scenarios.
RTD: pocalypic
think the days were longer, because

cer cast in these ones. So we had to redo
everything again and again and again, it was
justa little bit more intense.
NG: Also, what was hard about that was that

e ever, ever ever faced in my life and it was
operated by little green men [laughs loud). 1t
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usunll» i's just me and Neuti, But the finale had

we were facing, of course, the greatest monster

comet

pe people will take away
from season one?
MG: Oh...I think people will be ringing up

their best friends and asking how they are.
i

Millie.
NG: Oh, Millie!
RTD: Oh darling...I agree. I just love that. Put
that down as me saying that. [All oar laughing]
MG: That's how I always feel. In any episode,
though. At the end you're like, “Oh, how’s so
and so?”

NG: [Laughing] Oh, Mills!

RTD: You two have been through the wringer!
MG: I think with “Rogue” you'll be like, “Oh
my god, I need to text so and so. T need

adrink!

NG: Yeah! That one will leave you in a dark
place. [Laughs] That's such a beautiful thing,
Mills. Yeah, you will be calling.

RTD: It leads into seven and eight, doesn't it
NG: Awww, Russy-poos!




RTD: I hope that a new audience comes out of
itwith alove for Doctor Who. 1 keep saying the
‘most important thing about this i we're
dropping worldwide, and the show has always
sold very well worldwide. But not like this. It's
been worldwide with subitles, or maybe a year
later they dub it very quickly with some old
gangster sitting in a corner. This ha

in all these languages, whi imazing, so
Ttrally  new audience will find  nd theyl
love it just like I loved it all my life.

What's an interesting piece of information
about Doctor Who yowve learned?

NG [To Gibson] You had a really good one the
other day about sicide rates on Christmas Day.

properly dubbed and subtitled
for release in all those countries, all those:
distant countries gettingit in Italian, in French
or German, all at once. I wonder what your
voices are like. [Gatwa mentions Eric having
been dubbed]
, RTD: What? Eric the space baby?

NG: WHAT?! Eric Effiong! [His Sex Edt

MG: Every
that year there’s less suicides the year
following. So there you go - that just shows
how beautiful of a show and how much it
‘means to people.

NG: There's a lot of medical reports about how
Doctor Who saveslives

MG: And Chris is such a horrendous

character] My god... [Howling]
RTD: He said in interviews yesterday that
Eric’s dead and I went, “What? You can't say
[baby] Eric’s dead!”

NG: Eric Effioing is dead and gone, it's only the
Doctor now. [All of them in hysteric
RTD: Anyway, I was harmlessly say

time. So watching i, it just means a lot to
people. It fits Christmas for sure. So that's
mine.

NG: I find Christmas very hm d, and the Doctor
Who special made it lov

RTD: Neut, vou said the ather daythat you
knew William Hartnell’s Doctor met two of his

6 Literally a new
audience will find
it and they’ll love
it just like I loved
it all my life 99

Thethreeat -8
IPLAYER

companions, like yours, in a nightclub in 1965.
nt home last night thinking, “How did he

know that?”

NG:

did know that, Russell,

(0w? Was that online or something?
NG: Whaddya mean how? Research!
[Laughs] &

Doctor Who is on BBC One, iPlayer (UK) and
Disney+ (globally)
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JEDI
ONE

A STAR WARS MURDER MYSTERY FROM THE CREATOR OF RUSSIAN DOLL? SFX GOES
BACK TO THE HIGH REPUBLIC ERA TO INVESTIGATE THE CASE OF

WORDS: RICHARD EDWARDS
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STAR WARS: THE ACOLYTE

ROM A CERTAIN POINT OF VIEW.

1t a phrase that's loomed large
over Star Wars ever since Obi-Wan
Kenobi tried to pretend he hadn't
fibbed about the fate of Luke
Skywalker's dad. Since then, Anakin's
whined that, from his POV, the Jedi are
evil, while fandom remains torn over The Last
Jedi:is it bona fide classic or a disastrous
disturbance in the Force?

Now the latest Disney+ show is asking us to
look atits story from multiple perspectives.
‘The result? The next time a film studies
student reminds you that George Lucas's
original Star Wars was heavily influenced by
Akira Kurosawa's The Hidden Fortress, you can
instantly shoot back that The Acolyte shares
elements of the Japanese director’s multiple-
POV classic Rashomon

Seta century or so before The Phantom
Menace - towards the end of the era known
as the High Republic - The Acolyte sces a
flourishin rder shaken when an
unknown assassin starts bumping offits
‘members. While it's clearly bad news for
lightsaber-wielders everywhere, it also a
D G
Jand - who made her name wit
i L,mundnogu ay-tinged time-loop drama
Russian Doll - to approach the story through
‘multiple sets of eyes, and blur the lines
between good and evil.

“Sometimes we are in the Jedi point of
view producer Rayne Roberts tells SFX, “and
sometimes we get to be in the point of view of
the mysterious assailant. You might have
thought something happened one way but it
like ‘Oh, wait a minute.

was a fun idea that Leslye wanted
to flesh out when we were developing the
episodes. It really speaks to the way her brain
works. T tell people she has this puzzle brain,
and if you look at her storytelling in Russian
Doll there’s a puzzle that starts to unfold. Part
of the way that puzzle unfolds in The Acolyte
through those Rashomon points of view.”

DESTINY CALLING

For me,
it’s the best _
action the
franchise has
seen — and
there’s so
much of'it

Acolyte she knew exactly what she was saying
with these new characters and how to tie them
into the larger mythology.”
And as if it wasn't already feeling like
‘midi-cholorians themselves were wili g

|

‘mash of genres so intriguing that Lucasfilm
was highly unlikely to let it go

“Leslye said it was Frozen meets Kill Bill in
Star Wars" recalls Roberts. It immediatedly
communicated a ind of emotional

Headland and Lu paths to cross, her
pitch was setin an era that  at the time ~
remained completely unexplored in official

canon. (Though, unknown to her, Lucasfilm

andalso
was like, T think T i s/
and it started a conversation that led to me
elevating her pitch, ultimately up to Kathy
[Kennedy, Lucasfilm presidend. Leslye is an

she finally

was oject Luminous, the

series of b b

the High Republic) pitched Kathy, everyone was crying It was
“It truly was a weird coincidence; admits  that kmd ofmecnng

Robert leslye et {Fime priod] was

“The thing I picked up on and got very

[Lucasfilm]'s

is in Star
Wars, and i surely applies to Headland's
involvement in Star Wars. (SFX, sadly, was
unable to pin her down in time for our
deadline) There's no shortage of filmmakers
wholltell you about the influence Star Wars
had on their formative years, but Headland's
fandom goes the extra parsec.

“I've been working on Star Wars for 11 years
T o

R e o
Space as wel.So when Leslye came in, we
actually put those groups together really early,
B e dloinaiio
they were creating for the High
Republicinto he shows

i (i o i

Hi
Simon Emanel “There's an incredible
freedom to that - a freedom in design, in

well-
Tve had the chance to collaborate with,” says
Roberts. “Not only has she watched all the
films and all the animation, she’s read all the
EU [Expanded Universe] novels, and she also

story” Remarkably, The Acolyte
will be the first live-action Star Wars story to
be told outside the seven decades of the
skywalker Saga.
Even more tantalising, perhaps, was
T o

e sho o i e a6 v
“One of the things we talked about really early
on was action, and I really believe that, in these
Jindsof shows,acion has tobea haracer
can'tjust be, inch, give
lightsaber ﬁghr FSoTinrodusdLesyeton
iy called Chris Clark Cowan, who was our

ot e
‘worked on the Darth Vader sequence in Rogue
One. Leslye and Chris completely fell in love,
and action became such a component of this
story. For me, it's the best action ths fmmhx»s
has seen - and there’s so much of it

While the lightsabers will look familiar, this
is not the Jedi Order as we've seen it before.
The orgamsmmn is veckuns Emanuel

lore. With The
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STAR WARS: THE ACOLYTE

L

EXPANDING
UNIVERSE

Star Wars may inhabit an entire

galaxy with thousands of years

of - albeit made-up - history,

but up to now, every live-action

movie and TV show has beer

d into the relatively
d

Maeand Jedi
Master Indara

populate these stories, and now
the exercise is to be thoughtful
we place stories in
each of those eras.”
ith a Rey-fronted Rise Of

in the works, the universe is set
to spread in both directions.
“James Mangold's Jedi Prime is

\

experimenting more, and taking
some swings.”
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STAR WARS: THE ACOLYTE

L)

TASTE THE
RAINBOW

The ultimate Sith Lord
accessory, as modelled by

ORANG
Ahsoka's Shin Hati is bad but
d.

YELLOW
‘What better way for Rey to
bring balance to the force than
by going yellow?

After misplacing his dad's old
lightsaber on Bespin, Luke went

The hero's choice, used by
Obi-Wan, Anakin, Luke and
even non-Jedi Finn

You can turn Cal Kestis's ‘saber
indigo in videogame Jedi:
Fallen Order.

George Lucas allowed Samuel L
Jackson to break ranks by
going purple.

HIT
Ahsoka Tano opts for 'sabers.
that go with anything,

The ceremonial Mandalorian
darksaber forgoes colour

202

ht ofits powers. So, in direct contrast o
previous iterations of Star Wars where the Jedi
have been on the back foor, here we
fulfilling their primary role: as keepers of the
peace, not soldiers. Unfortunately, when you're
) that kind of environment, you don't

ur colleagues to start dropping dead
P e et
Amandla Stenberg) who has a distinetly
anti-Jed agenda.

“There's no real looming threat out there,
so they're just doing their duties,” explains
Roberts. “They're investigating weird things
around the galaxy and being dispatched to
resolve conflicts. There's nothing alarming the
Jedi a5  whole untlthey begin etting

ttacked and the events of The Acolyte start
founfold”
How and why the Jedi find themselves on
s it a the het o aserics thats

the mi
ngine o

e e T e
the hunt, lookingat clues, talking to people and
trying o fgure ut wher things

“Tesn uthing
Emarnel butits

reveals. Hopefully t

ezl box soryielling and T (il i¥s going o

lly rewarding to the audience to
things unfold. Its a different genre take o
Wars, but it still utterly Star Wars in its
ne

ACOLYTE AND DARK
Then there’s the conundrum of that crypt
title, a word lm\ded with meaning in franch
o panded Universe (now
non-canon .md bmndsd as “Legends’
i L R
rungor two down from the
Sith poling the srings.
Jh\nnu\ there’s bcrn a |0r of drhre on
ing

hat's
e o p A oo ‘\1 itfor
s i lmghr il i

Sidious - and subs ]\hn(i.\l ofthe Jedi -
some 100 years later

0 point out that

The Acolyte i neither Episode Minus One, nor

aped spin through the last days

 this is more like one story of the Jedi
being fallble and vlnerable plai
“Right now the Jedi and the Republic have
eally strong and productive relationship, and




it a time of peace. There are probably tons
of examples of when the Republic started to
break down, but this is just one that starts to
point things in that diréction. The Phantom
Menace and the prequels were about the
geopolitics and the Jedi's relationship with the
Republic beginning to fracture, but our story

is much more zoomed-in on character

their relationships. It has.

that gala

prequels

GATEWAY DRUG

and Emanel believe you don't

gateway, and you don't need to know mwthmg

about Star Wars to be able to drop in

Emanuel

And in terms of the wider Star Wars

‘mythology, the show marks a rare opportunity

totellastory d et co

course with existing canon. Indeed, there’s an

entire century of that precious “green space” to

exploe beforea id oing by the name of
rrival at the Boonta

ct, because

and the writing room, so it’s going to be really
fun, Thope, to see where they go”

As for potential future seasons and a possible
endgame for the story.

“There’s some things the show points to;
Roberts continues, “We've got to get back into
the writers' room for season two to see where
we're at. We have some initial thoughts about
what we want to do, but in terms of where the
story will ultimately wrap up, that hasn't bees
quite nailed down yet.

“We want to make sure this season has an
cndm,_ some catha but you always want

 the door open;”says Emanuel. “We've
kel sbotwere
slye has so many i
somethings successful, you can bet you'll find
other stories within \t

think that really opens
Star Wars
think about it. This

really up to now we've just
been dipping our toe in
the water”

Star Wars: The Acolyte is on Disney+
from 4 June.

STAR WARS: THE ACOLYTE

The High Republic era takes
place between 500 and 100
years (or thereabouts) before
the events of the original Star
Wars trilogy. Its a time of
peace and a good tim
Sadi, long befors Palpatine has
his wicked way with th

The storytelling kicked off in
carnest with Charles Soule’s

hyperspace puts billions of lives.
atrisk.

Youngling animation Young
Jedi Adventures is also set in
the High Republic era, but -
s e oty
Master Yoda - the

sorous’ exploits domt ouble
franchise canon,

While no other cameos have
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FURIOSA: A MAD MAX SAGA

DIRECTOR GEORGE MILLER AND ACTRESS ANYA
TO TELL IMPERATOR FURIOSA’S FULL STORY IN
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FURIOSA: A MAD MAX SAGA

HERE ARE FEW WRITER/
rectors who can boast a
filmmaking career as eclectic and
successful as George Miller's. The
muliple BAFTA and Academy
Award winner po
 ingular CV that covers 50 years of
film projects made up entirely of
WL wild, incongruous swings.

From beloved family clssics ke Babe (1995)
and Happy Feet (2006) to the heavy drama of
Lorenzo's Oil 1992), Miller has built a career
around writing characters that compelled him,
crafting great ilms around them, and letting
the naysayers be damned.

The cinematic series that tops and tails the
span of his career is centred on his ultimate
rebel character creation: Mad Max. At 79,
Miller has been making Mad Max films for
‘more than half his life. While he took a hefty
30-year break from the franchise he created
with producer Byron Kennedy, the character
kept chasing him.

When he did return to his bleak,
testosterone-fuelled, post-apocalyptic
landscape in 2015 with Mad Max: Fury Road,
Miller came at his world like a man possessed.
Notonly did his gonzo shooting style get
amped to the nth degree, he and screenwriters
Brendan McCarthy and Nico Lathouris
injected the world with a feminist slant.

In the process, Max's (Tom Hardy) story
literally took a back seat to the mission o

(Hugh Keays-Byme).

FURIOUS GEORGE

Tn Furiosa, Miller created a fierce hero infus
with a purpose that Max had been lacking
since the ongm«l ﬁlm She was laser-focused in
her purpose: returning to the “Green Place” of
hercl od to reunite with the female

ed

Vavalini clar
herons Furiosa was a force o naure to
behold and forever changed the tone and tenor
of Miller’s franchise. With Fury Road becoming
the most triumphant instalment in the serics,
both financially and critically, the director

knew he had to give th
Nine years later, Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga
artives, a prequel focusing on the origin story
of Furiosa as she earns her way to the
TImperator title. Actress Anya Taylor-Joy (The
Witch) puts on the mrpmm this s i sory

that covers almost 16 years of Furios:
embatted young e
Origin stories can be tricky when it comes to

creating meaningful stakes for audiences who
already know how the story turns out. But

Miller tells SFX that ticular case,
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga technically came first
and s a chapter of the character’s history that
inspired everything in Fury Road. “We'd

56 spmeane | e znzs

written the
Road,” Miller explains. “We told the ,nm of
the 16 to 18 years that led up to Fury Road, and
e had todothatin order notonly tocast, but
so the crew, the d body knew
what was happcmng 1 was the backstory of
everyt

Tie adds thateverything from the props o
the bespoke car designs and even the language
cadences in Fury Road were born from
Furiosa’s backstory. The script was so strong
that Miller says when he presented it to
‘Theron to use as prep for her character in Fury
Road, she asked to instead make it frst. “I said,
‘No, we're preparing the other film. We have to

Anya Taylor-




doit;” he remembers. “But I took that as an
endorsement of the strength of the story. It's
different than Fury Road. It basically falls into
the category of an odyssey, as it happens over
tended period of time. It's one of those
stories that if the planets aligned, and
into place, T

A gy, violent action tour de force,

Mad Max was made for a paltry $350,000

Australian dollars. It was distributed

worldwide by Warner Bros, turninginto a cult

it that made $100 million at the global box

office and sealed the director's fate in terms of
i 1l f Max

tell it
Millr s just 32 when he embarked
h directorial

Rockatansky’s story. “That's when T made it my
Jobio figure outwhythe firs Mad Max worked

FURIDSA: A MAD MAX SAGA

66 To make it clear, the
story of Furiosa and
Fury Road are part of
the same canon %9

focused on one character. “Mad Max 2 was
‘much more deliberately mythological, lets sa.
‘Then Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome was

the same.”

In the ensuing three decades, while making
seven other films, Miller says he didn't want to
think about Mad Max any more, but he couldn't
help it. Everyone badgered him about making
another chapter. So, after many stops and
starts, Miller came up with Fury Road and
Furiosa’s full story.

“To make it clear, the story of Furiosa and
Fury Road are part of the same canon, and that
will be unmistakable when you see the movie”
he explains. “And indeed, we also have a story
for Mad Max. All the stories intersect because
Furiosa happened in the process of making

Max: Fury Road. So different
ircumstances apply to these two films from
those that were made all those years ago?”

While Charlize Theron embodied Imperator
Furiosa to perfection, Miller always knew he
would need to recast to portray the character's
story from childhood to young womanhood.

“Unlike Fury Road, which happens over
three days and two nights, this happens over
atleast 16 years from the age of 10 until she's
abant 26 or 267 the directorsays “So L was
looking for someone who had the
resolut, ferce quality that Charl Jine brought
to the character”

FINDING FURIOSA

Miller says it was his friend Edgar Wright who
first encouraged him to look at Anya Taylor-
Joy during an early sereening of Wright's

film Last Night In Soho (2021). As he watched,
Miller says she had a “mysterious intensity”
that drew him in

“I found her very compelling he adn
“I remember I turned to talk to Edgar and I
said, ‘Now, Anya, she'd be great for..” and I
didn't finish the sentence. He said, Do it! Do
it straight vy, He did'teven know what
film T was talking about,”the director laughs.
Bt he sad, She's reat She's ver, vy
hard-working and she will be able to bring
whatever you want”

Miller says in his research he also found
some important “overlaps in life experience”
between Taylor-Joy and Theron that
connected the two women.

“For instance, they were both trained from
an early age in ballet, which requires a

debut with Mad M, d s very
much kicked his ass. “It was such a tough
experience;” he sighs. “I was so inexperienced
that I thought I'd never make another movie,
let alone make a Mad Max movie.”

right to” Miller

7 he explains,

says. “I began to see that we'd hit on some
universal archetype.”

1n 1981, Miller followed up with Mad Max 2,
which he deseribes as a film with a completely
“different tone and different story”, that

“The same discipline you need for the
physicality of an actor, particularly in a stunt
action movie like thi

Meanwhile, Taylor-Joy’s career was in the
ascendant from the critical raves she drew for -
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FURIOSA: A MAD MAX SAGA

Emma (2020) and Soho. She made her film
debut in Robert Eggers's The Witch, which
pmmmd the same year as Fury Road (2015).
at film as a fan,” Taylor-Joy says of
Fury Foad, And 1l lve with it chs
vy, Genuinely, when  think backon my
tic experiences, that one really stands
outbecause I knew that I had seena
mstepiee.Thatfilm fished and s e,
‘ow, that's really blown my mind.”

Wb Niller offeed her the part, Taylor-Joy
says she was honoured to take on the mantle of
acharacter whom she calls a feminist icon.
“Idon't think you can really argue with that,”
she asserts,

“Her arrival on our screens 10 years ago
ushered in a very new era of the way that we
represented women on screen and the kinds of
roles that men decided that women could have,
at the time anyway. So it feels wonderful to be
able to continue her story and to have people
care so much?”

AUSSIE RIDER
Miller says young Furiosa's tale starts with her
Tife with her mother (Charlee Fraser) in the
Green Place of Many Mothers, then yanks her
into the world of marauding men I
Immortan Joe, Praetorian Jack (Tome Burke)
and Warlord Dementus and his Biker Horde.

Sporting a prosthetic nose and a full-on
Aussie accent, Chris Hemsworth is almost
unrecognisable as Dementus as he slots into
the pantheon of over-the-top heavies that
make up this post-apocalyptic Wasteland.
Miller admits that casting global superstar
Hemsworth was not on his mind, despite the
actor hailing from Australia

“Iknew Chris’s work as more than just Thor,
and I know people who had worked with him,
and spoke very highly about his work ethic and
50 on;” Miller says. “But I didn't compute [him]
with the character that T had in mind””

However, Hemsworth was interested in
being part of a Mad Max movie so his team
asked for ameeting, which was set up, and gave
the actor and the director the opportunity to
just talk

“Lwas really struck by how considered he
” Miller says. “He’s a fully rounded person
and the more I got to know him and his family,
-md-lllﬂwﬂ\mp about him, it made alot of

ealsed he'soneofthose peoplewhohas

stunts we want to do. I said, ‘Whatever you'll
let me dn Tl do it,” Taylor-Joy remember
“Tve always been very excited by the prospect
oldolng(omcrhmgﬂs physica s his. My it

very
continues. “I¢5 not only his character, bm he
way that that character fits into the whole. And
of course, he's very physically adept. Like the
ballet dancers, he’s got a lot of physical skill”

After delays due to Covid, production on
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga finally began in 2022
when the actors were put through their paces
by the 77-year-old Miller

“The first conversation that George and I
ever had was [him asking] how many of the

S8 spuumsunne | ove 20z

to the middle of
nowhere n Caliornia and being ivna
beaten-up car, and they're like, Have at it!”
“Taor-Joy ays she earncd. [rom the bestvia
second unit director Guy Norris.
with George since the very beginning. There
are clips of Guy i the first Mad Max doing
some pretty erazy stuff, They were
unbelievably supportive. It was through their
support that I feltlike I could push myself
further and further and further”




FURIDSA: A MAD MAX SAGA

Judgingby the trailer, Miller and company
are clearly gunning to outdo themselves again
with the combination of the wizardry of
practical effects, stunts and CG augmentation
in the dusty deserts of the meriless Wasteland.

“We're in an era,at least since the digital age,
where we can do anything we want” Miller
says of the execution of their visual ambitions.

“Yet on the other hand, the audiences,
globally, are speed-reading cinema now. The
language, the reading of cinema is in many
ways faster, 50 you're always in a new world
and in a new environment. We were doing
things on this film that we couldn't even do 10
years ago on Fury Road, so that's what 1 find
really interesting

Taylor-Joy says Miller's set had three full

THOR NO MORE!

Chris Hemsworth dives into his dark side as the Biker
Horde leader, Warlord Dementus . .

Millor’s Mad Max films are

essentially their own Aussie

cinematic universe. How did they
t you?

The films were a big part of my
childhood. I have very vivid,
nostalgic memories around
watching those films and then the
discussions with my dad, or my.
older brother, about the
motorbikes and the cars in that
world. Many years later, to be a
part of it was a dream come true.

What was it like embracing an

notepad and just started pen to
paper and didn't think much of it.
‘Woke up the next morning and
was quite shocked by what Id
come up with i that half-sleep
state. | showed it to George and
we instantly went, “Ah, that's the

rection...” and that now informs
the why of the character.

‘What was blocking your
I think I'd been caught up in the

villainous nature of him
jors.Iiondd b ksl o

ofwho he ws,

refreshing to kind of shed the
heroic Thor space and transform
into something different, and not
have to be restricted by the
expectations of the hero, | ues.
The first time | read the script,
{161 2 hage s o creetiva
impulses and ideas bubbling up,

doing. And g
Whiora ) Could ot

{oves ot worlbe Rl
and life is cheap, so you rule with

gt pmm

I can 5o SR

George. This went on for a couple
of years before we started
shooting. | never had the luxury to
sit with a character for two, three

st
plenty bubbling under the surface.

What were your initial thoughts.
about Dementus?

Unlike other scripts, | didn't quite
Know who the character was. |
kept having different ideas. Then

om shooting, | got really nervous
because | hadn't clicked on what
this character was. George
suggested | journal in first person
as the character and see what
comes up. About lam one night,

I couldn't sleep and | grabbed my

as well?
Yeah. | felt quite intimidated by
the whole experience. What w
were a part of was both exciting
and also scary. | had a lot of
questions and a real need to sort
of dissect everything, Meeting
Anya, | immediately saw the
same enthusiasm. It was just a
constant discussion.

verything Anya did helped
inform everything
| was wanting to do. The
two characters - although
as abrasive and polar
speletss sty

Now that's

units running, with him overseeing them all
“He was in his truck with three monitors going
atall times;”she says in awe. “T'd be on second
unit where we'd do eight takes of a stunt. Then
you geta call from George and he's like, No,
her helmet has to be one centimetre higher on
her forehead? We'd bin those and go again,” she
Iaughs e ik more tha anyothr ivctor,
he really paints his sce
“That includes Furios the charactr, oo,

Taylor-Joy remembers the day where Miller

tup the reveal of her character in full
iconic Imperator look.

“Alot of our cast and crew had made
Fury Road; she explains. “By the time
that we reached the zenith of the Furiosa
that we see in this film, I came out in the
Tmperator costume to see people’s
reactions”

She says there was a collective gasp and
that was the point where she could exhale
and say, “Yes! Okay, P've landed
somewhere. This s fantastic: It felt very
ool as both a deep lover of Furiosa and a
fan of this world to be able to wear it and
belike, ‘Wow, okay. This is gonna

work?”

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga s in
cinemas from 24 May.
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HORROR’S MOST
UNWELCOME
GUESTS RETURN IN

THE STRANGERS:
CHAPTER 1

DIRECTOR RENNY
HARLIN IS IN
THE HOUSE

WORDS: NICK SETCHFIELD




ENNY HARLIN IS AIMING FOR
your primal fears. Your poor,
frazzled nerves and overloaded
pulte willbe collateral damage

so relatable,” says the

dinector ot The i angers: Chapter 1,
anew take on 2008’ knifey home
invasion tale The Strangers. “As kids
we alllook under our beds or in the
closetor out the window - is there
some scary thing there?

“Of course, as we grow up we realise that
there’s no boogeyman and there are no ghosts
and no monsters, no supernatural beings. But
you should have been scared. Because there
are other people who might be nuts, and just
want the worst for you.

“The premise is so simple and so scary, and
that makes it enjoyable, because you can see
something so scary in the safety of the movie
theatre or your home. You can see somethi
so frightening yet know that you are safe.”

Harlin allows himself a morbid chuckle.
“Atleast you think you're safe..”

RULES OF THE GAME

Inspired by true events - or so claimed the
hype - Bryan Bertino's original movie trade
paranoia, terror and blood, a lean grindhouse
slasher that found an enthusiastic audience on
abudget ofjust $9 million. Liv Tyler and Scott
Speedman starred as the couple who found
their rural retreat besieged by three masked
‘maniacs on a house call. Essentially it was a
‘message movie, that message being for the love
of all that's holy, don't open the door.

“I had no expectations when T walked into
the theatre to see it Harlin tells SEX. “I knew
nothing. What impressed me was that it didn't
try to explain anything. Tt showed a random
incident. We know that, at least in America,
these things happen a lot. Random home
invasion, a violent incident where people lose
their lives and there’s no rhyme or reason to it

“We always look for why and how and who,

* but sometimes there are no answers. Within
that framework, they were able to make a
movie that d felt

You thought
the Aitonb n
Barbarianwas
bad? Well...

deeper, more vicious shadows. “It was
challenging and daunting at the same time as it
i thiling be it “ldcﬁmrcl\ wouldn't
have done tfit juel or something like
that. 1 gucls, but Twould have el a

real. That was my main thing about it - it felt
absolutely real at all times, and that kept m
engaged and riveted to the screen and relating
tothe characters.
“Itwas like a nightmare you couldn't get out
of: You wait for there to be some kind of
resolution or rescue or something in the end,
but there’s nothing. It just shows life at its
barestand cruellest”
Harlin's best known for such testosterone-
soused action fare as Cliffhanger and Die Hard
2. Butwhile he’s ventured into the realm of
horror before - bringing us A Nightmare On

* Elm Street 4: The Dream Master, The Covenant
and Exorcist: The Beginning - this feels like a
departure for the Finnish helmer, a step into
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little cheesy:

“It wasn'ta remake, cither, because that
would also have been really hard. Tt was a
retelling and a re-examination of this premise,
of the original Swangers which loved, and 1
definitely felt intimidated to touch it

Solcs clear this up, Despite the words
Chapter 1in the title, this isn't a prequel to the
original film, which earned a belated sequel
with 2018's The Strangers: Prey At Night.
“Absolutely not a prequel,” Harlin confirms.
“Basically it takes a young couple [Riverdale’s
Madelaine Petsch and Teen Wolf's Froy
Gutierrez] on a road trip. They go into alittle
town, their car breaks down, they have to
spend the night in a lttle house, an Airbnb, and

then there’s a home invasion. So that premise is
e as the first movie, because it is called
rangers and we want to explore those
Killers that we saw in the original Strangers. Tn
that sense we are setting it up the same way as
the original film. But then we go on a whole
different journey.

been some confusion
sequel to anything that
yowve seen before and it’s not a prequel to
‘anything that you've seen before.”

Could we call it a requel? Harlin smiles,
patiently. “Its a reimagining and a re-
exploration of the whole top

In fact the ttle points to the sheer ambition
of this franchise resurrection; Harlin is
bringing us an entire trilogy, a symphony of
slaughter shot back-to-back. “Obviously it's
called The Strangers, so we need to base it on
that premise. But then it turns into this huge,
epic tale. Not to sound too lofty, but it's an




illers and the

amination of the psyche of the
he of the victims

“Its really like mnl.m,:mvrmn\vt‘ and its

just splitinto three chapters
movi tha takes place in spprosima
“The abjectve was to shows what h.qvpen\

o somebody if they survive this
How does it affect them psychologic Juy What
canitdo to them?
..mm to examine, without
answering every on, why would

chody do someching ke thist What leads
to that and what's behind it? A lot of the first
‘movie deals with the same premise as the
original movie, but then we completel,

continue on another journey, but w

at happ
The filn's publicity pr v

how the Strangers became the Strangers. But

so much of the power of that psychopathic

66 We always look for
why and how and who,
but sometimes there are
no answers %

troika - Dollfa
sack-headed Man in the Mask - lies in

their terrifying blankness,

unknowability. They summon the random
horror of the Manson Famil the
Killer on the road Jim Morrison warned us
about in “Riders On The Storm”, without even
an accompanying urban legend to make some
desperate sense uf {helr brutality. Do you risk
by giving the

¢, Pin-Up Girl and the

at power

owledges Harlin, “1
know that I'm contradicting what I loved about
the original film, which is there is no

explanation, but at the same time T and a lot of
other people were intrigued. Is ther
explanation and could we
itall mean, [Dollface’s question]
ramara here?’, and why are the
Isit just for fun? All these
fons tha remain. So t flt e an
interesting opportunity to take that premise
nd then expand o

ked through the scripts very
carefully. And the seripts were definitely a
living beast that transformed during the
shooting and even during the editing of the
three ilms, We definitely want 0 keep the
and thatis
ation with the original movie, and
this whole coneept.
S0 we don't want to give clear-cut answers
like, Ok uy had 2 bad childhood, so he
decided to kill people; but we want to explore
certain things that might have happened before -




TH[ STRANGERS: CHAPTER{.

PG e

aril
* eal identitis. I¢s intended to be an
exploration of the psyche of
e y how you become a
How do you see the
't really have to
oty anyehing butinacertain way how do

T elease Chapter 2 and 3 within
months of the first entry. With Kevin Coster's
upcoming two-part Horizon: An American Saga

reen
+" laughs

. The Strangers: Chapter
1pips Costner's Cannes premiere by two whole
? days This s usual sequel structure,

FX one big four-and-
S~ halfhous i that s broken nto e

G4 serumeanne | 20t
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66 It’s not meant to look
like a reality show but
still, the tone was
extremely important 99

chapters Obvioly e wantthe udience o
feel, once the he first movie, that
they've got som y
understand  itle more,bu thre’
alot more tc

partially because of the

rience, where you can
watch things. Why not do two mo
s at once, and have them
e months apart o
something ke that? So if you enjoy the first
movie then you want to stick with the
characters and find out more. I find it a very
intriguing and interesting model and I'm as

once,or three mov

'msure the studio s to find out if it
if people will really embrace the idea of,
“Okay,its not going to be two or three years
¢ other people and some other
ually the same story and 1 just have
to waita few months and I can keep going

HOUSE WINS
arlin says that shooting all three movies at
once helped to keep the tone of the trilogy
it

always want to keep the reality of the situation
intact. Between me and the producer and
Madelaine Petsch, who became an executive
producer on the movie, we were working very
working every night on the
hooting and the movies

closely togeth
cript as we wer
were developing
“We were shooting all three movies kin
like this [entwines fing \mm ali
organism that we were shoo
Smultancously. Wo agreed hat we had o
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Masking up in Chapter 1

O —

This may be 2 wholo new take-on the " | something tha shioud evalve bver “For me there was no.reason to say,

Strangers but one thing remain: years or decades and b “We're going to maké the design
reassuringly - no, terrifyinaly - Lomahow different. The movie is bigger or better or different, just
constant. The trios masks are strictly _ called The Strangers and we should | because we can. No reason. The

be absolutely faithful to the original

give the new audience, who might

consider that nightmarish are, and there's no reason to know nothing about the original,
iconography just too sacred modernise or change it. Something that is strong and iconic.
to change? “When I did A Nightmare On Eim “We're not a sequel, but in terms
“There was definitely a Strve? 4 Diiard 4 e e the || G sciash i TR it
conversation between me and the term 'replicating the experience’, sudden had a totally different sweater
producers e the very bagin: e~ AHEHTL ok comying the eXpartehca:s. | &f Bruca Wil wes ok & workes
we immediately came to a but replicating it. We want to give the © class cop in Die Hard 2 but was now a
conclusion,” he tells SFX. “I said audience the same sense of things  businessman. There are certain things

“This is not the Bat-suit, this isn't they felt and experienced, and why | that | don't think you want to touch.”
they enjoyed that movie.

-~mmdmhummt..; \\e]m(rln- ‘Madelaine did an amazing job and I had a re forest around it. I never wanted
reality police between us, alway field day telling that story. Instead of your it feel like, ‘Oh my god, its a
“Sometmes ts kil your darngs'by taking  usual hour and a halthile,two houramas,  house,don' walk " No, it ooks ke  otally

out something thatlooksreally awesome but - you have four and a hlf hours to explore i reasonable place to rent, in the kind of town
of feeling like ue

starts feelin
documenting Of course s a movie, >uludxdtlnwnhum( that serves as the stopped to get gas or taken a little

to this sense of verisimilitude is the i of us have driven through, v.here»w\e

vea side roa
andi's not meant to look like a reality show ~ blood-spattered crucible of Chapter 1. You This Airbnb has to mslhmxhul.mmhm

mely important.  imagine it won't be part of an Airbnb promo  and there’s nothing wrong with spending a

extr
; the darkness, the hopelessness, the  campaign any time soon. night there.
and the violent nature. “There's nohing gothic sbout these movie “When that safety and normal

k will be really interesting is the ~ Harlin stresses. “Let’s face it, there’s been a ton

cxploation of Madelane’scharscters Horlin . of movies where they buy aew hovseand n access to your space, it turns

there’s something under the floorboards of ho hways say that the
or some ghost that appears. Even if
they look like modern structures,
they tend to be very gothic in their

study of what happens to an feel. That's a tradition of horror

ordinary pe
hem, and everything “This place seems kind of quaint,  to you are extraordinary, and this
looking really positive, when they very normal. Its cosy, almost alittle  the lattert” @

encounter somethin vthnkmn‘rhslv romantic. There’s a i

but change their life forever. ‘warm feeli s The Strangers: Chapter 1is out on 17 Ma

n, with a full life ‘movi tally normal place but the ev

eanda
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CONEHEADS

As CONEHEADS TURNS 30, COMEDY LEGEND DAN AYKROYD
DISCUSSES ITS UNLIKELY RELEVANCE, AND TELLS US WHY
BELDAR IS HIS ALL-TIME FAVOURITE ROLE
WORDS: SIMON BLAND

ORGET ALL THOSE UFO WHISTLEBLOWERS
and their tantalising stories of alien visitations. It

zerls in Remulak years), the pair are forced to infiltrate
buman cultreand ssimilae ntolecpysuburban

extraterrestrials actually took place three
decades ago - on-screen at least. Landingin
1993, Coneheads finally gave Dan Aykroyd and Jane Curtin's
classic Saturday Night Live comedy sketch the big-screen
25 years after
appeared on American TV.
“The moviefollowed Beldar (Aykroyd)and Prymaat
(Curin), le from the

T e France), thepair soon grow to

T ) Er s b G e o e
in the process.

“I feel like an alien creature on this planet;” admits
‘Aykroyd, explaining how his links to Beldar run to an
almost biologicallevel. Despite playing a host oficons

career - from a Blues Brother toa

Remulak \vhﬂ ac:\demally get stranded on Ennh Witha
whilet hem (seven

Ghostbuster - it Beldar who he cites as his all-time

“T'm one of the few people whoisa >

102024 spo i | 67



CONEHEADS

CONE-TINUATION

Dan Aykroyd ponders the future
adventures of Beldar Clorhone
T S D O e rar)
numerous Ghostbusters sequel scri
Avkaoyd i o layabout when it comesto
dventures for his 2

Tovaie ehasactors i thot e, it may
Not come as a surprise to learn that the idea of
SR R e I T
the

et o going nto politics and
geting lected intooffce; deaing with the
i A e e
e e e e e e
SFX, highlighting one potential idea. “Maybe
the story revolves around the Coneheads
coming back to re-invade Earth and | have to
stop the invasion. | would definitely do another
oneif we could come up with a story, and |
know Jane [Curtin] would come back to

“Davis and T came up with the original draft.
Wewere aUFO chase

and Prymaat go from p

y-headed outsiders

adventure story,” Aykroyd tells SFX. “It was
really Bonnie and Terry who came into the
writing process and infused it with the loving
heart that the mm had. Once they pmposcd the
ideas for

o are
ultimately welcomed with warm smiles and
open arms from almost everyone they meet
along the

“Everybody wants to come to America, o

elatonship between Beldar, Prymast .
their daughtes we fullyembraced
tthat it wasn't there before” he

tathose original Sturdsy N(ght Live scenes it
was always a
Terry were

lose-kn ut Bonnie and

att 'y get . says Aykroyd,
commentingon an element of the movie that
still echoes in today's society:

“Sometimes they keep their rituals, as Beldar
and Prymaat did with their mating;” he adds,
referencing a scene where the duo utilse

terious ali

and humanisethe Concheads

‘While SNL's original Connie Conehead,
Laraine Newman, had aged out of the role by
the time the film arrived (she cameos during its
Remulak-set ﬁm\k‘), elements of Aykroyd and

g Thave
two different colour eyes and webbed toes in
the middle of both feet. Therefore, I consider
‘myself a physical al Is0,
having been born in Canada, 'm a resident
alien of the United States and when I'm in that
country I relate to the system and people there
as being an ‘alien’ - so I'm very attached to
Beldar”

SNL movie Wayne's World a year earlier, the
filnr's writers Bonnie and Terry Turner

i
sketch in 1977 i the hope of capturing similar
box office magic. Despite not reaching the
financial heights achieved by Wayne and Garth
followingits July 199 release,Coneheads

Capitalising on the surprise success of fellow

mained in the final film.
Shordly afer Bldar and Prymaat arive

on Earth, they're tailed by a tenacious

immigration agent named Gorman (Michal

bedroom, “[However] once they settle in and
truly assimilate, they become part of the
culture and the fabric of society. That's what
Beldar and Prymaat were doing, becoming
American”

‘When it came to cone-structing their look,
plenty had changed since Aykroyd and Curtin
had first played Concheads on live TV in the
Tate '70s. Stll it was far from a speedy process

Eli

(David Spade) pretty much until the movie
reaches its climax on Remulak. However,
by emphasising a more grounded family
element of an other story,
Coneheads endedup it shings
of cockle-warming heart.
Asif that wasn't enough,

propping up this touching tale

of aburgeoning family us
were underlying themes of
‘migration and
acceptance.
Throughout the
s

d resonant
um T since emer. rged as one of the most

wholesome comedies of ts decade.
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runtime, we
watch as Beldar

It was abouta
two-hour make-up job for me, but at the end
of the day it only took about two minutes
togetitoff. The whole thing would be so
sweaty it just lifted off easily because the

glue had dissolved after shooting.”
Aykroyd was keen to make the movie
a family affair off-screen too, inviting
his brother and father to don
their own cones for blink-and-
you'll-miss-them bit parts:
“They play high-master
Concheads in the movie,
e smiles. Even his eldest
daughter Danielle made
abrief appearance:
“she's in the scene at the




maal,just
| youraverage
3 joes.

beach with me, little cone. T

[T
very popular

with dentists.
Wonder why?

like? “Well, of course

remenmbershe s ust fou years ol and suh

we don't know, but one can imagine that life on
Moo

CONEHEADS

CLOSE CONE-TACT

What happened when John Belushi
fanatic Chris Farley met Akymyd”
-off

with all the warnings too, which ultimately
‘went unheede s, referring to how.
both Belushi and Farley died of drug overdoses
aged 33. “He loved to hear stories about The
Blues Brothers. He was a sweet, loving
wonderful guy, he just had his problems.

grew up with the movie, mum and dad became
“Parental Units” while those same parents
suddenly found themselves with unruly “Young
Ones”. It' something that's become part of
s ownpossonal s Throughout che
g of my children, I've also used ‘respec
your parentalunis and you young ones

h

Ayl

ag cone on.
elppmfemd UFO expert (1
personallyscen four of hem he c) there
was one story element that Aykroyd
particularly keen on including in the
Coneheads' leap to the big screen, something
that muldn‘l hr mequa(dy captured on telly.
n the end we took the journey

Pherc s mived view fromthe ather
writers about going there, but I felt we had to
0 andscc where they lved wherethy came

e s idylic as wo depieted it n the i
ponders Aykroyd.

“Except, of course, having to fight the
Garthok which every male must go through as
. he smiles, recalling the
‘movie's climactic battle between Beldar and a

1d smarten up. sitdown to
dinner, its always ‘consuming mass quantities
so Luse them myself”

‘While the film didn't beam up a record-
breaking amount of cash, it remains one of
Ackroyd's favourite flmmaking experiences.
“What stands out for me is just the satisfaction

toothy alien beast that’s ultima
his Earth-learned golf:
hat's not so great, but the gelatinous pools,
triple moons and beauty of the planet, that's
what we were ring toget across”

from
Docs Remulak mirsor what he thinks alien

Coneheads a d the world toa
‘number of alien phrases. For a generation who

and joy of playing that character and feeling
close toit;” he says. “It was just so natural for
me to do. Even though the walk, voice, attitude
and facial expressions are stilted, I put them on
like a mantle. No other part gave me that”

Coneheads is on Prime Video.
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MANDA SCOTT

The acclaimed writer tells us why she writes “thrutopian” fiction

EFORE SHE BEGAN WORK ON HER NEW
novel, Manda Seott thought she had “sopped

From Glasgow

past the i of,say, Game Of Thrones as “a metaphor for
li jecti ard from

writing”. She was busy with
more mportantly had asense of urgency sbou{

Greatest Hits

“You cross The Handmaid’s Tale with
Thenontnd you et something you do not want your kids

thestate of the world that didrt sq
convoluted b i

novels include the

“It seemed that the publishing cycle took too

Tong?” she says. “Humanity is in a bus heading towards the
edge of a clff - and we might be over the clff, I thought,
before a book was actually out. Or atleast the window
within which we can turn away from the clff might have
fone So1was ding othersuf”

y she had become a podeaster: the host
ol'Accidenm[ Gods, which is concerned with creating a

tter future. She had also been busy teaching an online

course in “thrutopias”, narratives that offer route-maps to a

historical

" she says, makingit clear that this isn't
enough in itself. Equally, constructing far-future topias
isn'tsufficient either. You have to osive people “options” so
that they can change their behavi

‘Writers and artists have o partcular duty here, she

mythic Mayan
bonce.

Random Fact
s

cott's shax
beliefs are rooted
in part in reading

world we would be proud to pass on to future generations.  SutclitPs The
Add in lmr ‘commitments as a smallholder And ateacher of Eagle Of The
she was j bu
Sowhat nhnnged?Whnk ispired Scott to write A7 i
Human Power? The keylies in Scotts own beliefsystem. fascinated Scott
isreality | Somuchasthe
“The are Celtic Britons.

P
~ four dimensions, three dimensions and time - is a ver
tiny fraction of all possible reality;” she says, “and that with

s into
scctions of other realitis at wil, in order to ask for help”
As Scott tells it, putting these beliefs into practice can be
demanding. Mostly,she says, shamanic work results in
getting “nudges” about what to do, nudges that need
though someti

that
has to be acted upon.

MOMENT OF TOOTH
In the summer of 2021, Scott received the message that she
should bind a “30,000-year-old fossilised horse tooth” toa
tree and st with her back ot i  particla rame of
mind" for a hour atsunset “Within ek 1 had the
outin ofhisbook® she s Her jobthen became to
write it.

Most novels, it's safe to say, don't arise in this manner,
but you really don't need to share Scott’s beliefs to enjoy the
book, which follows Lan, an anthropologist, into “the
Beyond”. From here, she keeps an eye on her extended
family,including a granddaughter who gets caught up in an
online furore that escalates in unexpected ways, and which
results in an opportunity to reshape the world. In short, the
bookis a thrutopia. In Scotts estimation, we need to get

they ca
necessary When SF mentions Kim Sanley Robinson,
Scottsays she sees him asa fellow travelle However, she
“The Ministry For The Future spoke t

existing power structures, bt ‘managing
them differently. T think the nature of power has to change”

E‘ﬁ

YAS QUEEN

In this context, its telling that Any Human Power is

prefaced by a 2014 quotation from Ursula K Le Guin, in
hich she spoke about haw capitalism “seems i I

but that once upon a time “so did the divine right of kings”.
‘The grand dame of SFF added: “Any human power can be
resisted and changed by human bein

A shorthand o Scos belefs would be - th ik of
oversimplifying - t n. “There's
away of thinking s basically pm.mhu Nierarchicl
extractive, that we've all been brought up in; she says.
“That hasn't chnnged much in recorded hxsmry, becnuse the
peopl
this way? In e workdiew s this w.ly ofthinking ot e
et et put toards somet

O perhaps it's a way of thinking to which we need to go
back. Over a long career, Scott has also written thrillers,
crime fiction and historical iction. Boudica, whom she first
wrote about in 2003’ Dreaming The Eagle, is 2 figure to
whom she'ssrongly drav, For Scot the warriorgueen

ts a figure from Britain's druidic - for which read
shamanic - past.

“Ihave this theory that we're in the dying days of the
Roman Republic now” she says. “Its taken 2,000 years, but
basically it was Rome that brought us money and taxes and
slavery, and patriarchy. They brought a trauma eulture to a
land that had an initiation culture [one rooted in initiation
ites and a connection to nature] and they crushed it. But
we don't have to live like that!” ©

Any Human Power is published by September on 30 May.
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MANDA SCOTT

I have this
theory that
we're in the
dying days of
the Roman “
Republic now o',
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usurped by an alternate Stephen
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this adaptation of a incl
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18109 minutes
¥ Dircctors Matt Bettinell
Tyler Gillett

Ipi

Kok ok
PRELEASED OUT NOW!

Dancing with death

amysterious overseer (Giancarlo
Esposito) for what they think
should be a relatively easy payday.
‘Their mission? Kidnap a wealchy
man’s daughter. There's just one

¥ Cast Melissa Barrera, Dan Stevens,
Kathryn Newtor

is most certainly
not what they were expecting.
‘Matilda's Alisha Weir gives
o

Bettinelli-Olpin and Tyler Gillett
delivered a great, witty horror

the

aballet-dancing baddie who

ok her vitnsbefor ering
off),

appealing scrufy lowiifes, here

‘main characters start to drop like

playinga
with rcasm.
a Barrera, who starred in

Mel
the directors' Scream movies, is

ies.
explored (and in one winning gag,
well spoofed) along the way.

there'san s ies that the
story takes a more

the film. Kathryn Newton brings
goofy, nervy energy to the role of
“Sammy”, and Kevin Durand is the
lunkheaded “Peter”, the brawn but
not the brains of the outfit, who

66 There’s plenty
to make you gasp

movie setina
with Ready Or Not before moving
to Scream-land. Their latest,
fanghappy ule Abial could

Butshe's matched by the majo
of the

and giggle as

Abi unts 9
, childlike

sldc (when not. shu\vmg oﬂ his

inventive turn as it continues
down the genre path. That said,
there’s sill plenty to make you
gasp and giggle as Abigail hunts
her victims. And while - in the one
major cliché - one of the
characters manages to survive
punishment that no human should
be able to endure, it doesn't drain
the value of the movie as a whole.
Anundead delight with real
teeth (and properly funny lines,
delivered by people who know
how to make them work), Abigail
is a worthy, largely fresh addition

than slmply human vampire treats.
Named Frank

‘rea
supremely emer{amlngbunch,

in

serveasa
itra’s Rat Pack. \gaging before the
Set once again in a large, spooky | Reservoir fusing i i
(and in this case, locked. dnwn) codenames so as not to Thnt element al»u doesn’t let
hou ipromise themselves), they're a th buckets of
criminals of v quirky, watchable assortment. Dan | claret ﬁung fecivel s the
seriousness, wh thered by inues his run of horror story takes over and our

which
proves that, unleashed from the
bounds of franchise filmmaking,
Bettinelli-Olpin and Gillett are no
mere flukes.

James white

3 Alsho Weirs dance Uaining heped heron

] e st vt v s
hatene i 95 ofthem hereeit
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You wouldn't
fancy puting
apintglass
over that

STING

Flinch-y wince-y spider
* Ak S
s

Pencloe Mitchell, P

© Intergalactic arachnids are
having a moment. Already this
year,  friendly space spider has
taught Adam Sandler lfe lessons
(Spaceman); now its unrelated
cousinis webbing up New Yorkers
and devouring them for dinner.

In Stings brilliant opening five
minutes, we witness the creature

that perhaps promises too much,
asthe ﬁlm never quite hits those
heights

Following s, writerdirctor
Kiah Roache-Turner takes us back
afew days, to when the beast was
the size of a coin, and we discover
how it came to haunt an apartment
building. Turns out the spider was
adopted by a teenage girl with
parental issues, played by the
impressive Alyla Browne.

The family's unhappy dynamic
gives Sting an emotional core, one
that offers a touch of Spielbergian
charm, though the film also wears

with Alzheimers into bringing it
fresh meat by waking her up; she

its.
However, unlike Ridley Scott’s
horror, smu( ends up as an

calls th the spider
cats the exterminator, she forgets
what happened, the spider wakes
herup agin, repeat

that

unseri y scary space-
spider e
Jack Shopherd

% Tho s e was nspred by th chapter

‘mixes horror and humour but one

THE BEAST

No Feelings
* kA Kk

VRELEASED 31 MAY
15145

T Serirand Boncia
éa Seydou

Guslagic Malanda, Dasha Nekrasova

© Bertrand Bonello’s The Beast
s snarling, sprawling enigma;

society. Having decided to
undergo the procedure, she's
connected to amachine that
into her past lives to

01910, for instance, she s a
‘married pianist living in Paris. I¢s
her equence of sumptuous
romance thatshe fll inlove with

gin
Smosphere, compcllmg inits rich,
performances and el

Girection 1es loosely inepired by
Henry James's 1903 novella The
‘Beast In The Jungle, which is
abouta man who finds himself
paralysed by the feeling that

MacKay), s ‘pops up time and.
again. In 2014 Los Angeles he

“ Omrk\‘ﬂ £
love,tot
= mle we

takes on the role of an incel who
N (herea

struggling actor) as the first vietim
of a misogynistic murder spree.
acKay is unsettling in this

isceral and
disturbing. The two lives serve
asa knotty meditation on the

guise, his pri

from

film is, at times, too fragmented for
its own good, too meandering and
indirect, Yet there are stirring.

g erms of desire. Can | ideas on display here - sbout love,
happen to him. A i You have the cuphoric highs of | about human nature, about the
Here, that anxiety haunts 66 A snarlin o

Gabrielle (the superb Léa n 5, Aren't these passions, for good or | machines - exceuted with

Seydoux), who's from a near- Sprawling €nigma, i, what beingalive is all about? It panache. stephen Kelly

f"“"f “’“‘C" P our unnerving in its o e wh‘;;;ji:’gf:, ¥ T G Uty oy ot
3 e S e

p.lmmpn(mgal the higher levels of atmosphere . ity appear i i ) B
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INFLAMES
Kk Kk
PRPLEASED TVAY

¥ Dirccto

¥ Dircctor Zarrar Kahn

Rossellini, Carol Duarte, Vincenzo
Nemolato

Bakhtawar Adnan Shal

» Cast Ariana DeBose, Chris Messina,

© The Italian director Alice

Rohrwacher has a penchant for

magical realism. It was there in

her 2018 film Happy As

Lazaro, in which mul\damtv
and dit

©Th led elevated

dealing

horror hasled to bund:
of metaphors, with many of its
lesser entries inserting

crisis on Earth is nota new.
concept - see 1984’ 2010: The
Ye

the real monster is the

patriarchy,

is here in
Fellini-esque La Chimera, in
‘which an English archaeologist
called Arthur (Josh 0'Connor)

policies,

While itis easy to now roll
your eyes when a horror film
fike In Flames wears iscrdque

tosense
ancient tombs.

50 clear]

ear jus
one example. et like that
sequel, ISS arrives at a t
when the warlike tendencies

°
of this Australian animation
(based on a 2012 videogame) to
be it okay to be different”,
given that heroine Arkie Jillian
Nguyen) sports an eyepatch,
weind sitches and tentacles.

feel all too real,
for the new film, nothing much
else does.

Ariana DeBose stars as
Dr Kira Foster, a new arrival

for
study, however. Instead, he
leads aband of squabbling
Tralian grave-robbers, who
make their money by selling
rare Etruscan artefacts - left as
tributes for the dead - on the
black market.

Setin the 805, the film hasa
d

of
onits sleeve, this Pakistani

Cannes' Directors' Fortnight in
over 40 years - has enough
style and mastery of the genre
topullitoff.

Tt follows Fariha (Bakhtawar
Mashan, o widow with two
n living in K:
snugghng o make ends meet,

s
station, which initially appears

come to terms with her strange
looks...but it easy to miss that
bit when there’s so much else
going on in s absolute disaster
ofascreenplay.

We land in a world that's

and humanity reaching for
something better. Foster is
there to conduct experiments
on ats,and un[onunan: zero-

g
human scientist, Dr Maybee
(sam Neil), who's draining the
sun of its light. He desperately
needs the magical healing

mage
among o suh]ecrs s just one
atisto

befting he grieving Archur's
shapeless life, He robs graves.
He drinks. He visits Flora (the
great Isabella Rossellini), the
mother of the woman he lost.
He strikes up a relationship
with Italia (Carol Duarte), a
terrible singer in search of a
‘home. He robs graves. He
drinks

However, donot mistake
meandering for dull;under

debt when her farhel dies. Her
daughter Mariam (Ramesha
Nawal), a medical student, finds
herselfalso under threat, faced
‘with the death of a romantic

come,as tensions cruptnto
‘war down below and the

Russian and US governments.
demand hat chei respecive
astronauts. taka e

agian
octopus, Blister (Rob Collins),
and sends out bounty hunters
to find him. When her
octo-napped, Blister's daughter
Arkie sets off on a

bring him home and save

design
and

interest and potentially having
her future d d by the

c ite and writer

family’s
Suffice to say, the world
of these women is pretty
horrifying long before the
literal ghosts make their

, this is

P .. While In

compelling situation but then
letit devolve into paranoid
‘melodrama, which not even the
talents a cast including Chris
Messina and Pilou Asbeek can
hold

and playful. One scene, for
instance, is sped up to resemble
asilent comedy; in another
character breaks the fourth wall
to talk about Etruscan history.
This islife,after all; where grief
and farce dance together, often
‘with no rhyme or reason.

Stephon Kolly

ly p
i ke in terror at

to

night,director Zarrar Kahn is
‘amaster of maintaining an
Unstting cere amosphere
And the film has plenty of
twists and turns that keep it
engaging, as well as politically
astute.

Leila Latf

Li
fall from orbit, this one
threatens to plunge to ludicrous
levels of moral hand-wringing
and shifty behaviour on both
sides. 1t less space oddity and

are coupled with a cheerful
voice cast, who really do their
best. 1 notenough chough
it's hard to contend wit
s disointed lt i
ips huge piles of over-

complcated cxposion and sl
leaves questions unanswered.

‘Was the movie always this
confusing, or was it butchered
in the edit? It's still a sweet little
adventure, but expect to be-
bombarded

these annoying astro-nus
James Whita

from more demanding kids

after the credits roll. Jayne Nel
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DARK

MATTER

Thinking inside the box

Desirable
London fa,
yours for only
£3000 pam.

versatility to be honest there isn't
‘much difference between 0G
Jason and Jason 2; the latter is
slightly more hard-edged, but
you'l be grateful for the fact that
0G Jason has a cut on his nose.
Neither is the series likely to

DRINKING GAME

Knock back a beverage of
your choice every time.

inal Jason opens another
door in the corridor.

g Theres arefrence o win
Schrodinger.

We see the sign of Jason's
favourite bar, The Village
Tay

Somabody s e i

Original Jason punches
@

] 2som 2 serewssometting up
while trying to fit in

e meet  diferncverson

proves interesting too. Don't
expect anything too outlandish -
you can only visit an Earth you

were born into, so there are no

Sliders-esqueworkds where s,
inosaurs walk among us. Usually
the diffrences are ‘vironmental,

with € rozen or

Ever felt like you
Be

f marriage has its

inspire
Sk ok Abducted by a masked e | While e plays sround withideas | ransformed o forest
UK/US Apple TV, stre: find himselfin | such as what makes a person who 1t's a series with multiple killer
ednesd o facility thats home 02 2 large they are, clifth nd i
cube which, d,can Jason's d twists. Jason 2 soon finds out that
lace a huma ion — his family
lyinmore | always tak d diffeultis, but OG Json st
than one place Ithough multiverse tales he

el between alternate realities.

grateful you're not physics
professor Jason Dessen (Joel
Edgerton), for whom that is
literally the case.

Based on a 2016 novel by
Wayward Pines creator Blake
Crouch - whoalso acts as the lead
writer here - it a popular thriller
take on quantum mechanics. Don't
worry: once you've grasped the
basic concept, you won't be
required to stretch your brain
too much.

r Jason Dessen
oty regretting his life choices,
has now taken his counterparts
place, stealing the wife and son he
never had. What a rotter

While the concept may seem to
offer a showease for an actor’s

6 A series with
multiple killer
cliffhangers, and
effective twists 9

probably peaked in popularity two
years ago, Dark Matter doesn't feel
old hat. The concept is put to
better use than fan-pleasing
team-ups, and it's elegantly
thought-through, unpacked ina
way that’slogical and intriguing.
‘When you enter the cube and
take the drug needed to facilitate
ts use, the interior switches to an
infinite corridor lined with doors
- astrong visual hook. Jason's
exploration of how exactly a

implications of his Acnome\(her
something which bites him in

the ass in the last two episodes, in

avery entertaining escalation.
Givenits infinite nature, there’s

obviously potential for further

f this fictional

doesn't happen. Adapting Crouch's
novel in full, Dark Matter makes
for a sacisfyingly self-contained

whole.

a avigate the
multiverse (initially a mystery)

] i Summer st i U - ot
Poves by Bake Cro
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ORPHAN BLACK:
E[}HUES Season One

Not-so-fine print
FAk

UKIm

plays Kira, the grown-up daughter
of clone Sarah, who's perfected

Hands up,
Orphan Black fans who heard
about this and thought, “I1] suck
without Tatiana Maslany!” You
were almost right. Orphan Black
was a decent sci-fi series elevated
to legend status by Maslany's
extraordinary multiple
performances. Orphan Black
Echoesis just a decent sci-fi series.
That's not to diminish the
still-formidable talents of the cast
here, however - most notably
Keeley Hawes. With the show set
40-0dd years in the future, she

to heal people.
She's also figured out how to print
full humans - as Lucy (Krysten
Ritter) discovers after waking up
with no memory in her lab.

Thus the stage is set for a show
that plays with more than one
version of an individual, but
printed out at dx[lerem ages, so
you don't need Ma

actors who look a bit like Ritter.
1t'sthe arc plot that lets the
show down. The stakes are much

Asecond season hasn't been
confirmed, but it will be no great
lossfEchesends ups s on-off.
o

youjust have |||ulnplc (excellen)

66 The stakes are
much lower

they were for the
original series %2

the

riginal series, so it hard to care

bit
i plot wists just

as much, even as you start to love
the characters.

‘The story also needs a
compelling bad guy - while the
originals Dyad Institute was a
sprawling mega-evil, the dodgy
billionaire here is yawn-worthy.

aren't here, leaving this not so
much a clone buta faintly Xeroxed
print-out. That said, Hawes really
is superb. Jayna Nelson

= Vihila Tatlana Masiany doost apmer
1 erore cameosrom oo the gl
Shou's ctors i a3acup make-up

DEAD BOY

DETEBTWES Season One

Spirits of Mystery

Kok ok ok

between Riverdale and Buffy, with
a dash of The Hardy Boys. Charles
(Jaydcn Revri) and Edwin (Gmrge

two gho

Yuyu

tamura

trying to avoid being moved Jong

Whenis a spin-off
not really a spin-offz When it's
Dead Boy Detectives, a sparky,
funny, odd show that started life as
an offshoot from Doom Patrol
before being reworked to fit into
Netflix’s Sandman universe.
Ttmakes sense - the titular tecs
were created as bit-part characters
for asingle issue of Neil Gaiman's
‘masterpiece - but the links
between the shows are few and far
between. Tonally, Dead Boy

by the Night Nurse
(Ruth Connell).
Episode one introduces the
team to young psychic Crystal
(Kassius Nelson), who quickly
becomes part of the team, as does
shy Nico (Yuyu Kitamura). “The
Case Of The Lighthouse Leapers”
concerns a haunted lighthouse,
while “The Case Of The Devlin
House” involves a macabre time
“The

Ifanything
happensto
thecat, we
fiot

While the show is mostly

Sometimes, as in the episode with
a itsan

episodic,
stack up. The season's are follows
evil witch Esther’s machinations,
‘but she never really feels like a
threat, especially when the show
also piles on Crystal’s demonic ex,
the mystery surtounding er

overload of wacky.

the most part, though, this is
‘good-natured fun with a big heart.
‘The core four have ba
chemistry, and there’s potential for
Dead Boy Detectives to grow into

Case O The Vry Long Stirway”
finally gives us some insight into

landlady
Jenny the Butcher, xnd Edwin'
entanglement with the louche Cat
King, a shapeshifting trickster.

= Tha DED debuted i 7he Sanchran e
25 st returing ncrosover T
Chren's Crusad.
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=1

FAI_I_[]UT Season One

Nuked Kids On The Block

Kk kk

FUK/US Prime Vid

trapped in a kitsch retro-future,
while in the irradiated Wasrel«nd

above, s ves,
Mad Max-style. Set 200 years
later, season one tells the
intertwined story of three

The
anticipated Falout adoprs the

nain
Perkily naive Lucy (Ella
Purnell has a perfect life and is
i her

Power Armour
mission involving his “Knight”
goes tits-up, Maximus
urreptitiously inherits the suit,
and soon crosses paths with Lucy.

Chasing them all i the Ghoul
(Walton Goggins), one of the
massively irradiated survivors of
the original blast who have
‘mutated into something more than
B-movie actor Cooper Howard,
famed for cheesy cowboy roles.
mbittered, extremely
sadistic and much feared bounty
hunter, hired to track down
mysterious target.

ng - thougl y precise
Dot ~ofthe \'ldcagamc series
which began in 1997, In 207, an
alternate version of Earth has

commonplace, but where the
culture is still firmly stuck in the
50 - and the Cold War has never
gone away.

Inevitably the H-bomb is
dropped, devastating the USA.
Those who are rich enough retreat
to underground Vauls, forever

Vaultis invaded by raiders. For
vea<0n~unknnwn they’ mmm

particularly
mmb, famed for mm

STARWARS: TALES
OF THE EMPIRE

I
¥ Cast Di \al.m-lnumlvlmMcledlrh
Salenger, Lars Mikk

Jason Isaes

i his mu e

ank
(Kyle MacLachlam, the Vaults
overseer. Lucy's main quest: to
leave the Vault and search for Dad.
Meanwhile up top, Maximus
(aaron Moten) is a downtrodden
Aspirant serving in the
Brotherhood of teel, an

series has most fun with. Episode
th a bravado
display of balletic violence as the
raiders attack, and the action just
gets ever more bonkers.

Leac ector Jonathan Nolan
earned his chops on Westworld,

g

ambiguous,
and whose

but Fallout
eri ir, embracing the

‘members wear sodding great

games’ dark humour and

66 Abravado
display of balletic
violence %9

juxtaposition of 50s can-do with
he abject misery of the Wasteland
and its mutated wildlife. The
sumptuous visual design is
spot-on, aping the series
down tothe last

Tales Of The

Booku and Ahsoka Tano This
follow-up series repeats the
trick for a pair of lightly less
familiar Force-wielders, and is
arguably more satisfying.

“The firstis Morgan Elsbeth,
the Nightsister who helpe
Grand Admiral Thrawn escape
his exile in Ahsoka. All
before her previous screen
appearances, this s a story of
good intentions turned bad
amid the rise of the Empire’s

Wars, and whose fate has been
the subjectoffevered fan
since. Her

tiny Bobblehead. Shot on 35mm
film, there’s a pleasing graininess

journey in the wake of Order 66
isacompelingtale of

to the pi h
time e iod

questions of
mnh, and benehk from the fact

Over
cpisodes, nchudimg a g pull
finale, pre-war flashbacks and the
unfolding mystery of Vault 33 keep
the action from becoming too
relentless. You can wryly
appreciate the implied critique of
capitalism and greed if you like, or
you can just watch heads being
Hlownoff withseson
commissioned, itll be interesting
toseeif the TV version has the
staying power of the game series.
For nows thumbs up. £d Ricketts

her wis
unknown. (Without going into
spoiler territory, there is a neat
symmetry to the two
characters’arcs)

The Clone Wars, Rebels and
Ahsoka mastermind Dave Filoni
wrote all six episodes, and his
fingerprints are all over this
wonderfully crafted companion
piece. Through this versatile
format, Disney may have
discovered the ideal way to
explore obscure regions of Star
Wars lore; a screen version of

 The actuation code n the st apsoce
0CEm s St heese e e
‘@ome (10 Oetober 1997).

*905 book Tales From Jabba's
Palace, please. Richard Edwards
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CHASER

Run away!

e Video, streaming now
¥ Creator Daniel Rocmer

¥ Cast Russ Russo, Gia Bay,
Weldon

Bedocs

her chest and then says “boobs”
outloud. Folks, she’s just a pair
of breasts to him! Ha ha ha, isn’t
that funny?
Anyway, Eddi’s computer
breaks, so he calls an IT helpline
di iven the power t

nobody ever deliberately sets out
to make abad TV show. Everyone
involved has ard to
breathe lfe into their art, from the
writer to the actors to the
stylist. And s0,as we embark upon
ving Chaser a good old kicking,
Know hat we'e sad about
although not that sad, given that
we still had to st through the
bloody thing.

Our “hero”, Edi, played by an
unforgivably mumbly Russ Russo,
is a film editor trying to revive h
career while pining for the woman
of his dreams, Anabel (Gia Bay).
He's so gormless that once, while
talking to her, he actually looks at

edit real lfe. He does so, with
predictable results: he plays the
stock markets, buys a fast car and
gets the girl.

Meanwhile Anabel's abusive
boyfriend, Gar (Daniel de
‘Weldon),is out for blood. There's
also some jaw-droppingly
unnecessary tosh about an old
Native A
glowing erystal MacGuffin

66 The runtime
is padded by
confusing dream
sequences 77

‘What we have here, then, is a
time-travel movie where someone
“edits” instead of travels. And boy,
have we seen it all before. Des]
only having enough plot for two

d

“Hey, who's
thistopless
guy who looks
just ke me?’

- spoil later ones. The actors
ably struggle with the lousy
script. Most ironically, given the
mise, the editing i terrible:
many scenes contain dead air.

out for eight (thankfully, all of

It's na
similar situation, we'd simply edit

them are under 30 minutes). Chaser out of existence - it’s what
‘The runtime s padded by it deserves. Jayna Nols
confusing drear which
weve e Somamian rapsody Torise
Justwatched, or - astonishingly! | | Exs st Sote S

THEM: THE

LAPD Story
Kk k)

e,
Luke James, Joshua J Wi

TV’s most
difficult-to-google anthology show
returns after a three-y:

in-American characters and
plotting that weds the
supernatural to the unpleasant
reality of racism. Though a

SCARE

mum of the Emory family) is again
our lead, this time facing bigot
within the force as Dawn Reeve,

adetective assigned to a bizarre
murder case: a foster mother
crammed into the cupboard under
her sink, multiple bones broken.

Elsewhere, we follow Edmund
Gaines (Luke Jamcs) vannabe
actor struggling to find work and
it esteem These plot threads
proceed independently, generating
mystery as we wonder how the
characters might be connected.
aee u

Makinga
bobble hat;
arder thant
Jooks.

as “trauma porn”, The Scare

One fnal grouse:  ood five

two seasons, you can enjoy The
Scare s a standalone.

The migatonof sk fariles
into

red herrings at
usalong the way, it' astylishly
shot series, with a couple of

impression as aresult. What does
inger i

iinutes of the .
thatits pmcncally mpossible to
e any of

ly impt q 3
one sees

i pre
here, but what's really remfyuuz is.

duc lease try
and remember thatyour work st

505 was the back d (he

, with his.

first series; here it the 1991
beating of Rodney King by
‘members of the LAPD, whose later
acquittal led to widespread rioting.
Deborah Avorinde (previoudy the

multiple houses; another plays a
clever game of

Kid N Play-esque hi-top fade and

regarding the time frame.
Free from the shocking brutality
of season one, castigated by some

charming the edge

sreoning.room conditions
o Bariman

of insanity as his jealousy and
sense of injustice bubble over.

3 Backin 201 Luke Jomes appeared
] sorgsie Beyoncé e o o un
Tha Workd (Gry

e 2oz sex sz | 81



EXTRAS kA%

PLANET OF
THE VAMPIRES

Super Mario World

The Vampires takes offntospac,
y fan

Sound familiar? Alien screemwriter
Dan 0’Bannon later confessed to
the pinch.

1t's the atmosphere that's the
main draw. Bava makes a lot from
verylittle - the planet surface set
amounts to a few jutting spurs of
faintly octopoid rock, dry ice and a
lot of sand, but Bava renders it an
oppressively ominous space. The
costuming s a triumph too, the
astronauts kitted out in black
leather spacesuits with high
collas vaguelyreminiscent of

* Kk k
RELEASED 27 MAY.
6
 Dircctor Mario Bava
¥ Cas Barry Sullivan, Norma Bengell
Angel Aranda, Evi Marandi

Bl

any

s wm Jusl from the ighting,
which often packs red, blue, green
and purple into the same fra

‘Planet Of The Zombies would be

ing from their graves,
bureting out of plastic wrapping;
are impressively creey

The script has its flaws: the

WILLIAM
SHATNER: YOU
[’}(All CALL ME BILL

ASED 27 MAY
412 Bl
 Director Alexandre O Philippe

amore apt tle.

s wise

foolish to overstate the influence
of this Italian sci-f - it did not
inspire awave of outer-space
adventures filmed at Cinecitta
Studios - in one respect, it had
very significant reverberations,
being a key precursor of Alien.
hough he was an SF fan (who
directed Italy's first sci-fi movie),
Mario Bava s better known for his
gothic horrors. While Planet Of

d toan alien
planet. On arrival,the crew of the
Argos (try to put tiny Biros out of
your mind) violently turn against
one another. Some force on this
world is capable of possessing
people when they're asleep or
unconscious

At one point our heroes
discover a derelict alien spaceship,
and what remains ofits crew: two

i trous skel

up to what's going on, and the
possessing lifeforms’ plan makes
Tittle sense. And the product
values sometimes let the film
down - especially ts planet

i Neverthel

Me).«ndre O Philippe’s recent

subjects include William

Friedkin and David Lynch, it

may seem surprising that he's
eda

it remains a gloriously stylish slice

produce
portrait of William Shamer

© Extras This Radiance release
offers three edits: the Italian
version, and two US cuts (one
featuri s

i, everyone?
think the
Kichen'son
f

66 It’s the
atmosphere that’s
e main draw %9

on’80s releases). Five film
historians team up for a chin
stroking-fest (41 minutes), trying
to convince us both that the film is
related to the Korean War, and
that it inspired The Clangers. Ex,
no. A 2022 interview with Bava's
son Lambert the s tird AD

sci-fifans adore.
him, the man who rapped
“Rocket Man” is generally not
considered a serious figure.

You Can Call Me Billdoes its
best to shif the dial on that by
stting hehind the masks” of

i actor who, at o
inescapably o o the xit
something whose proxi
seems to have made him wil
to show a lttle vulnerability:

Shatner's quasi-mystical view
of the interconnectedness of all
things, expounded here at some
length, may raise a Spockian
eyebrow - thi SamesT Kirk,
right, not one of the hippies
from “The Way To Eder’? The

(13 minutes), ha useful
insights T Lucas, a\\rl\m ofthe | 7 chaptes hovever s Sham
definitive book on B: ‘musing on loneliness, going so

Seamless,incredibly well.
informed commentary (dating
from 2014). A reconstruction of
the urdown Super § version 17
‘minutes) seems a tad pointless,
Plus two Traiers Fro Fel
segments; the trailer itself; a
gallery of 48 images. The package
alo ncludes n 80page boo
Renato e’ gl short
v “One Night Of 21 Hours”,
i posteards. an entmn

far as to confess that he's
“Never had a real friend”. Along
the way, Shatner clips from TV
shows, films and ads are wittily
used to echo his words.

Could Philosophical Shatner
and Emotionally Open Shatner
be yet more masks? It's always
possible, but the Bill we hear
from here certainly sex
Femuine. You come way fecing
that you know the living,

cath the pop

 According to actor Norma Bengell Bava
] ofterrous e caset Houndscnset
Which peedtinthe cas’s space boots

culture icon patina rather
Detter. tan Berrims

82 srrunsane | une 2022



HII]I]I.E OF FIRE

YRELEASED OUT NOW!
2024/ 124 SVOD

cior Weston Razool

» Cast Skyler Peters, Phocbe Ferro,
Charlie Stover, Lio Tipton

I Imagine Wes Anderson
tackling one of Ray Bradbury's
most sweet-natured stories and
you might just grasp the spirit
of this oddball inde.

It's shot on Kodak 16mm
film, a statement of intent that
earnsits own standalone credit
inthe titles. Not only does this
bestow a hipster-friendly
aesthetic but those faded
colours and grainy haze feel like
acanny choice for a film intent
on capturing the private
universe of children, like a
postard from a half-memory.

he slim, whimsical story
finds three kids on a mission,
searching the Wyoming
countryside for a speckled
eggneeded for the perfect
blueberry pie recipe. Along the
way they encounter the
Enchanted Blade Gang led by a
witchy, gun-packing Lio Tipton,
who's more Manson Family
than Brothers Grimm.

Is she a genuine sorceress?
The film plays coy when it
comes to s fantastical
elements, content to map

REBEL MOON - PART
TWO: THE SCARGIVER

Battle Between The

ck
Sofia nmmll.. Ty

Yawns

houris the battle. The first hour is
‘made up of the recap, the “here’s
my tragic past” flashbacks, the
training montage and the
harvesting montage. Most of it in
slow motion, most of it

EIEETA The best that can be said
of Zack Snyder's pompous space
opera sequel is that it's trying not
tobe just more of the same.

itis the same in all

The clumsy
ikogue ofn fecl ke the actors
are readingit for the first time.
The battle, to be fair, has some
spectacular moments and exciting

the ways that made the first film
such a joyless slog - including

Butit
grinds on and on and on. It's
diffeul o feel anything regarding

backwoods odyssey of its
scrappy, bike-riding heroes.
Again, it's a smart reflection of

how

y d use of
slow motion (and, indeed, slow

‘motion shots that get even slower
‘motion), which he must surely be

through e ens of maginaton
“The young leads are

endearing, bm atnearly two

slackly paced h fthe

mlndcdntss by now.

¢ knows by no

any of th hs - despite
bludgeoning attempts at
poignancy, as if Snyder's grabbing
you by the lapels and shouting,
“Care, damn you!” in your face.
Itends up hkc the cinematic

Rebetaroons sbasically mm[hcr
retelling of 71

film's e

the amateurvibe heginsto
grate. It casy to feel like you're

Tt O e planet-hopping
‘mission to find a bunch of rebels to
fight the bad guys. Part Two is the
battle, as the rebels inspire the

overlong utarsoloon' prog
rock concept album. Best watched
while scrolling through your
social med

Dave Gald

ot scenes £

trapped watching endless home
i Ise’s kids.

Nick Sotchfiold

Well, actually, the whole second

smm et o Cov e
red stuné guys had two da:

(4K X FOUR)

OLD MOVIES NOW
AVAILABLE IN UHD

rank Henenlot t
1952 horror BASKET CASE
(out now). Extras

nis Arrow Vid

mance CRIMSON PEAK
(20 May). an author
travels to her b

Duncan Jones's SOURCE
d

e 2oze | sexuasazne | 83



Aunt Maniac

* kK EXTRAS %k * %
ELEASE yuu NOW!

1118 4K /B
Do willam Asher

Johs

BUTCHER, BAKER,
NIGHTMARE MAKER

the police - pitched ata hysterical
level, it can't be taken seriously.
After coming home to find the
aunt who raised him stabbing a TV
repairman to death, young Billy
(Jimmy MeNichol) falls under
suspicion from a cop whose
i blinds him

Waters down and made him watch

all 72 titles on the DPP list, this

would surly be his fave Featuring
ly depl

to the real explanation.
enson is eminently
‘hissable as a blockheaded bully

Thelids party

©Extras New interviews with
Svenson (10 minutes), the DoP
15

interviews (five in all: 11 priceless
moments of the lae Susan Tyrels

loyment
of Chekhovs pickles, it by some
distance the campest of the films

richly deserves. Susan Tyrell,
meanwhile, pulls outal the stops

scat-of-the-pants production this
i the

watches the film.
l’ullmg faces and yelping, she
scems only marginally less

to earn “video nasty” status. eryl
An arly gore gag secured that * Words can't do justie to her
ums mm a fc i into
al bug-

original director. Severin Films
also treat us to three new

imber
G lock off oxnerwe s
bewildering to think that this is a
film that was subject to seizure by

d
through an increasingly twisted
physicality. One of those films that
has to be seen to be believed.

 the
writers and the production
> .

it

closes with Tyrell removing her

artifcialleg. Plus: railer; TV spot.
o Bariman

‘manager)
tucked away in a bunch of archival

aidnoy d to B0 Svenson spending tma in
hospital afte ho bagan pesing blood.

BREATHE
*ok xS
PRELEASED TONAY
e reh et

FRELEASED 27 MAY
2023 18 Bluray

THE GOFFEE TABLE
Kok ok

HUNT HERKILL HER

EXTRAS %5

VRELEASED 20 MAY

VRE |.|.\~|.n27 MAY

2024 N/A Download

2024 15 Bluray

©1¢52039,

loss of rees and plant lfe has
Teft Earth all but stripped of
oxygen. A mother and daughter
hold out in a fortified Brooklyn
bunker, facing an even more
urgent fight for survival when

ssuallybecaus it wis ab
and mmther director

°
chils, st Bt explaiing it
ﬁLnnL& would rui

p o

her first night shift in a factory
is terrorised by masked men in

Takes the s true of
this do-over of 2014s Last Shift

The basics are the same:
arookie copalone ina

do
a bnckenngmlddls aged couvle
witha newborn baby.
Srrucmr«lly innovativ i€
h

that she’s a foot shnn:‘l than
them and clearly rus
slowly,credibilty is srmched

y Milla
Jovorich)artive at their door
Spike Lee

supernatural v clrdncss mamd
0 a culf

tense wait for rhc rcvclmon of
the

Bristol conjures an empty,
rust-hued world that feels like
genre cinema processing global
Iockdown. The film favours

P

‘more money for gruesome
frects, giving its jump-scares
‘more punch. But our original
verdictstill applies: “One freaky
i with

udicnce are inon from the
start. This adds an extra (often
bleakly comic) dimension to
every conversation. Once the
cat’s out of the bag, however,

©
once she ptehes up a knife
‘wound with glue and Sellotape.
After a rather dull hide-and-
seek star, things pick up for the
final 15 minutes. But the big
twist s guessable the moment
you twig that the intruders are

y g2 ; wi
,butic i ? See you you can't help feeling that disguising their voices.
mehored b s humaicy in2034for take threc? writer/director Caye Casashas 7 | © Extras Deleted scenes;
©Extr: pulled hi he out-takes; t

844 ssuussane ve 2021



» NOW ONDIGITAL FORMATS

May)

SHOCK WAVES

SS Experiments,

Kk k9 EXTRAS Sk ¥5
ASED OUT NOW!
77 12 Blwray
Drscorien

terhorn.

¥ Cast Peter Cushing, Brooke Adams,
Fred Buch, Jncl Davidson

1It's a backhanded
compliment given how limited the
field is, but Shock Waves is one of
the better Nazi zombie films
‘perhaps because it's not what
youd really expect.

“The opening narration negates
the possibility of any real mystery,
explaining that during WW2 the

Damp

‘Why does ripping off their gogles
kill them? And why is there a huge
abandoned hotel on the island
(home o Petr Cuking playing s
fon Exposition)?
1 the sequences ofthe
“Death Culp~” troops emerging
from the water,or striding through
knotted mangrove swamp, are
faintly surreal and undeniably
uncanny Th im s an ecrie
Tow-key stil
pulled under the water without
even having the t
‘While Shock Wave& will
disappointanyane esger o ore
ise of

SFXsreviews
editor
compltes
another isste.

©Extras 88 Films bonuses are
carried over from 2014’s US Blue
Underground relcas: Director
Ken Wied:

invincible soldiers. After a tourist

fomhodmg hanks n part o an

» va
sinister ghost ship, they fall foul of
aunit designed to man U-boats.
1v's a pretty silly, under-
developed premise. These undead
Killers are peculiarly keen on lying
about submerged in rockpools.

electronic
throbs and of

on commentary by Alan Oy,
whn dnd the

walking underwater, for example,
they filled his pockets up with
lead weights

‘Wealso hear from stars Brooke
Adams (seven minutes) and Luke

Richard Einhorn, now a respected
‘modern classical composer). In
s crud

Cm=mam;;vavh=r Reuben Trane
(21 minutes) i

composer (14 minutes). Plus:
trailer; TV and radio spots;

gallery; book

it

wlnch
health

= According o the Do, Pater Cushings foe
ork- sbout a

qualified success.

safety standards: to shoot a zombie

THEBODY STEALERS

Pie in the sky

EXTRAS Sk ¥4

) Director Gerry Levy.
B

that the cause is surely
extraterrestrial. If only Bob could
stop copping off for long enough

toworkitout. His pcrsolml be

Maurice Evans, Hilary Dy

seconds with a mystery e

You dont get
heroes like Bob Megan any more...

who doestshow up i photor
The latest in 88 ange of
films from British studio Tlgon,
lod)

sy S0
libidinous he makes James Bond
look like he’s on bromide, this “ace
troubleshooter” seems more
interested in hitting on any woman
he sees than investigating the case.
Played by Patrick Allen, original
voice of The X Factor, hes never
found without a cigarette in hand,
and undoubredly stinks of Brut.
The case itself is like something.
from an episode of Department S:
NATO parachutist:

coming back down to Earth. Tt

rm

g time capsule. The main
heme s messtvy groovy (¢
suitan [TC spy series), and the

0 you enjoy
fiddling with

o fans of Jon
Pertwee-era Doctor Who,
Sadly,after

either fiod Lh.lrmmg or anmoying

sd" There are Awn further
s:a general intro (1

pi

track feturing

2 dores of coshings,and it ends
feebly, with an “explanation” of
the aliens’ plans that barely
warrants the term, and an equally

anishing Wil this do?” solution.
ir,only their harnesses  Entertaining rubbish.
© Extras Film writers David Flint
out ' and Allan Bryce provi o

doesn't take a

Allon, s rather sparse 5 e
doesn't remember much. A
Making Of (41 minutes) assembles
an impressive nine cast and crew
(including an actor who spoke one
word); this could have been half
the length for the insights it
affords, but we do learn that

argues that the film was a major
influence on Jon Pertwee’s first
season, and an overview of
Sanders’s career (21 minutes).

Plus: trailer; booklet. lan Berriman

3 T ol ofthe Dol saucer o g

] Bt s o 286 20 s
rsty t he end of the

Jez0es | sexmeane | 85



DARKER

ok hk

PRELEASED 21 MAY
396 page

YOU LIKE T

He writes it shorter

the tales in (hls collection feature

Florida mansion owned by a
friend, he soon regrets showing
amoment of kindness toa
cemingly mad old neighbour who
believes she’s still pushing her
Tong-dead twins around in a
pushehair. 1t a classic, you could
say formulaic, King ghost story
that has little new to offer, but s
well-crafted and well creepy.

The other novella is “Danny
Coughlin's Bad Dream”, one of the
few tales without an old man as
the protagonist, though it does
feature an antagonist - an
obsessive cop - who's reluctant to
face up to the fact that he’s past his
professional sell-by date.

THE MINISTRY

» Author Kaliane Bradiey

Aguy ¥
dream leads him to a murder
vietim, which then immediately
places him under suspicion, as the

¥ Publisher Scepts

©Theres a buzz about this
one. Well before publication
\ e publication,

police he actually
had the dream. There are alot of
familiar King tropes here, but it
remains a tightly written,

its
praises, and back in February, a
BBC adaptation was

announced. The latter brought

0 raises questions about faith,
i (almost inevitably) make
agreat miniseries.
The two briefest stories, “The
Fifth Step” (recovering drunk asks
stranger for help) and “On Slide
Inn Road” (family argument on

plagiarism from
Spanish television series
Ministerio del Tiempo. In
reality, the two have little in
common besides the idea of the
titular government department.
A London civil servant
transfers to a top-secret new

an awful lot,
death, nd coming o terms with it

¥ Author Steph
¥ Publisher Hodder & Stoughton

© The title of this short story
collctionis e misleading,

There are aching.
Backs, sore knces, retrement plans
and sympathetic doctors aplenty.
‘Which may all sound a bit
depressing, but actually Kingis

road trip
are entertaining short sharp

s. The mid-length “Finn”
(guy beset by bad luck is
Kidnapped and tortured by

who've travelled to the UK not
through space, but time. Using
an experimental technology, the
Ministry has rescued ive

ke) i y od
“ThcAnswcr Man” (s\\pcrm(mal

inthe pat inorder study

unless you
since the reference is toa
relatively obscure Leonard Cohen
songof the same name, chances
are many people won't. In which
case youd be forgiven for thinking
that You Like It Darker is a promise
of Stephen King delving further
into grisly horror than ever before.
‘Well,no. Okay, there are a
couple of deliciously gruesome
‘moments, but this collection is far
d that

remarkably sanguine about his
looming date with the Grim

Reaper i the oddly uplifing tone
of many of

advicetolawyer a Ky points in
his ife) is the perfect bittersweet

pt - bo
physically and psychologically
~ to displacement. Our
unnamed

anything to go by. At the very least,

with a healthy dollop of King’s

housemate is one Commander

old disgracefully.
‘here te all

Acouple of tales feel more
like hal “The

h
previously unpublished and most
ofthem writen recendy hough

Turbulence Experts”, with
its supernatural arcrafe

adoomed 18405 Arctic
sxpedmun Hijinks ensue, and

ks fly.
g has allthe ouches o a

“The Answer Man”
begun 35 years ago, and left
g fins

Cohen reference is the clue. The
songs lyrics - framed as a dialogue
with God - deal with the

off for this collection.
‘They range from a few pages

comspiracy piece “Red Seneen’),
while “The Dreamers” is a baffling
attempt to merge HP Lovecraft
and mad scientist movies. But even

oven mortality upon turning 82.
ng is currently 76, and it

his career writng about death is

comedy:
adeft way with Iangllage, acute
observation and wry humour.
Butth clure clsh betveen
abiracial 215t century wos
ind aloyalservantof Empive

now seriously
own. With a couple of exceptions,

lcng to novella length. One of the m«er clunkier stories here
not also allows Bradley to explore

hggw hook: a belated t&quel to s. Theres life is i
Cujo called “Rattlesnakes”. in the old guy yet. unusual angles. The conspiracy

Tr Nton,  Dave Golde plot that gradually takes centre
who, deeades on, is still feeling the stage is inci
pain and guilr of il"‘:‘”‘ e cop o Doy Couonn= Bt | 7 bt o
his son. When he takes a break ina P i Nic Clarke.

86 srxunsanne e 2t



KAVITHRI
Kok kk
St
Spags T b
oo

» Publisher Gollancz.

©Magic, science fiction and
Indian culture mingle frecly in
Aman J Bed?'s ambitious debut
novel. His titular heroine
Kavithri is a Taemu, once a
feared race of berserkers, now
despised, poor and brutalised
under the rule of the Raayans.
Secking an escape from poverty,
Kavithri dreams of passing the
examinations to train as a mage
- provided she doesn't die in
the attempt.

An abundance of ideas
competes for space in Bedi's

THE FAMILY
EXPERIMENT

The Parent Trap
*kk

YRE
464 pages

D OUT NOW

one foot planted in the real world,
The Family Experiment's

THE DARK SIDE
OF THE SKY

*k ki

© The tricky thing about cults
is that their members rarely
chink they're in one until it far
t0o late - if indeed they ever
realise it

The Dark Side Of The Sun
centres on the Bastion, a
reclusive group in rural Ttaly
that runs the Open Feast, an
anmlal super- exclusive party.
Gri arlie comes fleeing
he i ofherld life, while
Zoey is there for her own, more
cynicalresson. I notlong,

the pair

fst-paced adventur,and he
paints 1

*» Author John Marrs. Player
Toours o cvokmg hednt + Pablsher Macmillan hok hkc metaverse,and A ,uu sex and drugs t the Open
and i ld ace the ‘east. There’s magic here, and a

the cruelty of th

©Joh h

test feel like a

‘What's less clear is the level
of technology in this society,
oh I d stean

world of The One and The
Marriage Act for his latest slice of
lative fiction.

powered rickshaws sit uneasily
alongside colossal war

e the source of the
induced angstis the

s i

i
tech

machines. Tl s
of magic are more fully
articulated, although the

reality show, in which contestants
compete fora cash prize by raising

features a display that

announces when it's “full” feels

more suitable for a videogame.
Kavithri's journey from

Thiss apamcularly chilling
‘or any parent, the idea
Tt miions o iewers could

watch - and comment upon

g

&echnolﬂmcal stretch too far.
It's a shame, because this
paltcly<harged ovel s

despers(e plan to save the
world from looming disaster.

Francesco Dimitri’s third
English language novel is an

plenty
withits pn\\'uiul plotlines about
human trafficking and privatised
healtheare. The book also suffers
from alack of relatable or
sympathetic characters. There's
an excess of skeletons in the
various contestants’ closets, and -
while this is entirely justified in
the overall context of the story -

unexpeted twists and turns,
and

hil in real time
isthestffof mgh(mares

inevitably go south.
hort, Tt

i
hubris and the dangers of mob
justice. Told from several
different points of view,
including the collective hive
mind of the Bastion itsclf, the
book indoctrinates the reader
into the cult before thi
nevitably start to come apart at
the seams.

‘That makes for a gripping
second halfand astsying

it does mean

her long-denied heritage

contestis painfully hi

As now seems compulsory, the
violence is vicious, and (hcre‘s
an imaginatively grues
torture sequence. Tlus

be
powerless to stop the digital child
they've raised and loved -
infant to adulthood in the space of
nine months - being erased.

P
asthe narrative hops between the

sptl\dmga ovot et

various protagonists’ arcs. But as a
piece of speculative fiction, The
Family Experiment doesn't quite
deliver the results you were

as abit annoying and self-

nd up largely
ld is an
evocatively realised bucolic

s pligl
and the unfiltered rawness of
her emotions, makes for a
bruising experience. David West

Its p
hook, but one that too often comes
at the expense of plausi

hoping f

3 Mars says Cotriona Campbers 215y

] 2 For L e A

ded to keep

‘magic, but it's a shame about
allthe bloody hippies.
nsaimon
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STARWARS:
RETURN OF THE
JEDI - AVISUAL
ARCHIVE

****

D OUT NOW!
mwng!s Hardback
 Authors Kelly Knox, ST Bende,
Clayton Sandell
¥ Publisher Titan

Books

' JW Rinzler’s exhaustive
The Making Of Return Of The
Jedi felt like the definitive
statement, but here’s an
alogether bresie behind he-
scenes a

(_unsldcmhly lighter on
ay be, but it's still a
wellxesearehed troveof e
and images, covering

SERVIGE MODEL

The robot butler did it

STAR WARS: THE
LIVING FORCE

Xk
YRELEASED OUT NOW!
32 pages | Hardback/

ebookaudiobook
¥ Author John Jackson Miller
¥ Publisher Del Rey.

©Inan echo of the much-
derided tax disputes that
kickstarted The Phantom
Menace, the catalyst for this
Star Wars novel - set a year
before the prequel trilogy - is

**** thought experiment, as robots tie | 7 Republic budget cuts.
D 6 JUNE of logic trying

v toworkautifthe buter actully populace is eting ncrasingly

¥ Author Adrian Tehaikovsky didit. cope soon all 12 members of

¥ Publisher Tor

bocomes more ambii
Charles’s mission to find gainful

the Oracle and ud\el intelligent

g
to production, posters to
\d even the

long consigned to the Outer
Rim of Lucasfilm lore.
Some items are presented
< stickers

areno penple hs(eml\g in?Itsa
question at the heart of this
entertaining novel, which explores
civilisation-ending AT with a very
satirical eye.

The protagonistaf Srvice
Modelis vale

pull-outs: the most imaginative
of these is a packet of continuity
Polaroids of Rebel troopers; the
most shameless a handwritten
letter from a 13-year-old
Warwick Davis, hoping to blag
some action figures off Lucas.
he tone is upbeat - Jedi is,

we're assured, “an utterly
intoxicating brew of unfettered
imagination” - and it’s a book

eener to connect the 1983
movie to modern canon than
talk about creative tensions or
divisive storytelling clmices
The decision toall but

whose cmploymcn( s brought
to an abrupt end when he

him on a road
tripthrough a workd where
‘humans are no longer

dominant species - ndbors

‘The story does start to meander
as Charles gets deeper into his
odysey and could argusbly have
stood to lose a few pag
Nonetheloss, Tehakovaky's vty
obato-robot dilogue and

‘murders his wealthy
human master. Although Charles
can find no record of the dastardly

uglas Adams-esque ear for the

b keeps things tripping

along, with the naive, duty-driven
harl ingtob

e ved Counei etk
PR mission to a faded world on
the edge of Hutt space. But with
the riminal gangs n the region
proving to be a second-rate (at

ee threat i ke dispatching
the Avengers to open a library.
Alas, the likes of Depa
Billaba, Eeth Koth and Oppo
Rancisis aren’t household

author John Jackson Miller's
best efforts to have fun
Jedi Masters who were seen
butnot heard in Episode I, the
awnn d members i
struggle toleave

eed in - an
reasons that things can’t be all that
eingas the fatal
‘malfunction has only occurred
once - he becomes an artificial
person of interest to the
automated police force.

He's also befriended by an
eccentric automaton known as
“the Wonk”, who believes that

harles:

ey

rvice Model also fecls
extremely timely, asking pertinent
questions about our rapidly
evolving relationship with AL,
while suggesting that humanity
will probably have as
play inits own downfall as any
malevolent computes The i of
the well be nigh -

ccstume
is curious, too. But along the
way there are some genuinely
fascinating glimpses of paths
not taken.

Adrian Tehaikovsky's second
book in the space of a few months
(after the Alien Clay)

eaons expectit to come
with the face of Arnold
Schwarzenegger. Richard Edwards

proves that he's as eclectic as he
prolific c di

% Tehalovsys The Final Arcitectrs seres
] 50 ora Hugo Avarc. The wimer e

alasting imp
In terms of the bigger Star
Wars picture, the book asks
plenty of portentous questions
about the futures of the Jedi
and the Old Republic. But
beyond a few references to
enigmatic Clone Army founder
ifo-Dyas, a nod to Palpatine’s
grand plan, and a cameo from a
future Imperial officer, The
Living Force s effectively a
standalone tale - and an
adventure that could have
stayed locked away in the
Jedi archives.

88 sxunaanne e 2



\NE

FIGHT ME

L.8.0.0]

YRELEASED 23 MAY YR 2D OUT NOW!
302 pages 400 pages | Hardback
audiobook » Author Emma Sterner-Radley
y  Publisher Solaris

¥ Publisher Michael Joseph

THE HOUSE THAT
HORROR BUILT
ok k

OUTNO
36 pages | Paperback ebook
audiobook

o
wide the

in the art of the superhero
novel in 2008's Soon I Shall
Become Invincible, writer
Austin Grossman has returned
to the world of caped crusaders
with his latest book.

t Meis the tale of Alex
Beekman, an ex-member of a
teenage superhero team from
the 905 who's now 40 years old
and living a dull life as a college
professor. However, when the
‘man who originally gifted him
his powers turns up dead, Alex
tries to find out why, a search
that reunites him with his
similarly dysfunctional

y Henry
» Publisher Titan Books

proy
backdrop for Emma Sterner-
a !

assassins. The author puts her
own spin on the assassin’s role
in fantasy fiction, imagining
them as agents of the state who
discreetly eliminate threats to
public secury.

slour and Petrichor,
hfelong rivals in the Order
of Axsten, are charged with
finding and killing Brandquist,
Teader of the criminal
underworld in the cit
Vinterstock. One small obstacle:
10 one knows who Brandquist

©You
about not meeting your heroes?
‘Harry Adams, the hapless
heroine of Christina Henry's
newest chiller, probably
shouldve heeded the warning.
But she’s desperate for a job to
keep a roof over her head, so
‘when a gig comes up cleaning
for her favourite horror
director, the reclusive Javier
Castillo, she takes it

He's altle strict, and a litle:
t00 enamoured of his own
but the job isn't too
o el oneof Castllo's

isor what they look like.
o o

ex-teammates.
Mixed with lengthy archetypal odd coupl: Valour

flashbacks he teanr's 7 | s rowdy,

formation, Fight Me op idi fmm her

movie props
sarstakingan nerestin
Hamy:Coulditbe haunicd?

REISSUES
0y

Our paperback

ks this

v Set e
Imperil Radc n universe,

dplomat s
o a usitve
who's been missing for
‘over 200 years; and an
adopted mechanic
desperate to learn about
his genetic roots. We said.

Karen Lords Cyancs Beta
books, THE
UTIFUL WORLD
(kkxxs, 16 May,
Gollancz; brings together
genius invento

asimilar vein

mission by th

blending the lurid, anything-
goes madness of Silver Age
comic books with emotionally
complicated characters and
realistic consequences. This
collision of fantasy and reality
doesn’t always feel fresh, si
Grossman is exploring territory
that's been strip-mined over the
‘past four decades.

He's on firmer ground when

Ingrid
Rytterdahl, while Petrichor is
polite, proper and thoroughly
repressed. The sniping between
the pair sems intended to be
comedic, but their incessant
quarrellingis wearisome.

’l‘hmwmg hoorahsesed
‘protagonist into a horror story
s nothing new, of course, but it
is initially fun here to have both
afan and a creator stuck bang
in the middle of a supernatural
drama. Harry is a single mum to
ateenage boy, who's also

The major
easy to foresce, particularly
when it comes to Brandquist’s
identity,and the grand
showdown against the main

Castillo, adding another layer to
both her plight and the
‘metatextuality of it all.

“Trouble i, despite the

it comes to the characterisation, vl]lmn is clumsily executed. intriguing premise and

portraying genre- it

friendships in a world where betnuse the earlier action becomes depressingly
-out and focus. predictable as the story

can potentially happen on a
cosmic scale. Fight Me doesn’t
always land its satirical
superhero punches, but a

Howe'ver Sterner-Radley's
he

progresses, even playing into
Ma

crafes the rituals and politis of
the Order of Axsten, while her
ivid inner lives

quicter moments a surprising
impact. Saxon Bullock

if not any witty insults.
David West

s s ry
Whitehouse-ian stereotypes.
Finding your hero s kind of
dick might be less disappointing
than the weirdly truncated non-
ending of this book. sarsh Dabbs

" we
Rich, strange and
accomplshed enough that
comparisons with Urs

d when h
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THE THEATRE
OF GLASS AND
SHADOWS

2.0, 0
VRELEASED 23 MAY

HOW T0 BECOME
THE DARK LORD
&NI] DIE TRYING

¥ Author Anne Corlett

THE DOCTOR WHO
PRODUCTION
DIARY: THE
HARTNELL YEARS
Kok ok k

everyone’s cup of tea. When
done well, though - as by UK
company Punchdrunk - its

°
book will depend on your
tolerance for its wacky

footmotes. There are millons of

B
¥ Publisher Telos Publ

ALSO OUT
LA LAE

Theres lenty more tites
that we couldn't fit i
o il ko

Cixin Liu as the author of

HE BIG
BOOK OF CYBERPUNK

'y
in an ambitious, multi-volume.
series that aims to chart the

both utterly mes an

the flippin’ thi

pl
Anne Corlett’s second novel
etinan hi

 and tithits
(pun intended) from the main
haracter’s s 1 5.

entire behi

history of classic Doctor Who,
day by day if not quite Dalek by
D bled from a

London, where the Theatre
District s literally a law unto
itself. A self-governing borough
for over 200 years, the District
s essentially one big 24/7
theatrical production. To this
weird and wonderful pl

haned Juli

‘The good news s that you can
swat them away like wasps if
they annoy you and it makes no
difference to the plot.

Our hero, Davi, is caught in
atime loop ina bioodthirsty
fantasy world. After being

exhaustive trawl of original
paperwork held by the BEC
Written Archives Centre, it's a
soberly w etail-focused
insight into the pioneering
years of the programme.

David Brunt - a former

- takes

ported fromour 7 | historin of he Dotor Who

search of the truth about th i

‘mother she never knew. trying to survive by teaming up everyt lhmg from lnlemal
“The rhythms of the with the land's good guys, but

strict are clearly inspired
by Punchdrunk, with visitors
handed masks as they exit the

to 1o avail. So, fed up, s
decides to rule the kingdom
mqend by aawmblm{, ahorde

Tube, and to
singling out random audience

of O
Avour narralor Daviis

the

‘memos to contract files to taxi
ipts and orders it all into
diary form, recounting the
show's evolution from the
conceptual spark of “a senile
old man in a time machine” to
the arrival of Patrick Troughton

Colonisation betzaval
and f

and “whimsical sorcery” in
Sydney J Shields's debut
THE HONEY WITCH

(16 May, Orbit), which

secret rooms. But Corltt has wisecracking male hero ina (though frustratingly lictle e e
built a wonderfully glittering. Hollywood film or TV show, ves o the STON May,
and i ty on from Peter decision i
these foundations, which Venkamatssmugness o William Hartnel)

unfolds for us through Juliet’s Deadpool’s meta double- wering fan myths along

star-struck eyes.

For much of the novel,
there’s a well-crafted balance
betwween the glamour Juliet

entendres. sm, shessalotof

the way, iesa ruly impressive
Mor

become as wearing as her
tnote ine the

than that, it offers crug
glimpses

footnotes and und e

05 and

she gnores. The limax.

v elements.
And there lies another issue:

rumblings ofdisstisfaction.
Raymond Cusick

appens ke a
rather static and nblup( e DéD campaign - there’s even
that's DM shaping the

gone before. We'd welcome
more stories in this seting,
though. Nic Clarke

time loop - that you may be
tempted to just play a game of
that instead.

requests fair recompense for
ereating the iconography of the
Daleks. His bonus? A

thoroughly exterminatable

o
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https://bit.ly/bigcyber

THE SFX AUTHOR
QUESTIONNAIRE

John Marrs

‘The journalist turned novelist
is more than just a Ken.

Do you findiit helpful to listen to
music while writing?

¥ For the first draft, T1l work in
complete silence. It's easy if T'm
athome, but if 'm working
elsewhere, Il wear noise-
reducing headphones but no
‘music comes out of them. For later
drafts, Tl lsten to compilations of
‘moodier tracks by Massive Attack,
Royksopp, Sigur Rés, Cigarettes

66 IfindI havea

» 'min constant awe of other
writers. Id love to possess the
imagination of Dave Eggers and
Blake Crouch, be able to plot ke

o
write characters like John Boyne

subconscious
obsession wi
g:f?‘:;lesiﬁg\;lor doo e

Have you ever come up witha
good plot idea in a dream?
Mes Thefst alfof Ke It n

/fantasy book most
impressed you in the last year?
¥ Helen Fields's Profile K is the
perfectblend of paychalogical
ial killer manhunt

After Sex and The War On Drugs.
The more the better
Trewrite.

How do you deal with the urge

adre:
Thad about finding sx suitcases in

B style tech. Her

skeletal remains o[acl—uld ] woke
upatlam and dictted it ntomy

feels scarily plausible.

vehi
d.snms me, froma adden urge

to prm:rast nate?
»

phone so

seen one of your books?

FAMILY
EXPERIMENT

AR

JOHN MARPS

to
search eBay for asingle I once
owned in the ‘80s, or painting the
garage walls. Which is why T set
myselfa daily deadline of 2,000
words to write. Once T hit it, 'm.
free to faff until the cows come
home.

Do you have any writing “bad
habits” that you need to keep

in check?

»In each book I find I have a
subconscious obsession with
overusinga different word.
Previous overuses include “eyes”,
“fust”, “that” and “nevertheless”.
In The Family Experiment it was
“sobbed”. Each time, I'm horrified

when T check how many times I've

used itand hit delete.

Is there any p

you envious?

one theyd found in

a Tran. There are
10 book copyright laws over there,
50 you make nothing from
anything published. Butit was a
bit odd secing it there.

What's the strangest gift you've
ever received from a reader?

» It was a recreation of my entire
career using Barbie doll figures
and props. They included her pink
plastc ca b drven by e
dressed in clothes I'd wear, tiny
rolled up magazine covers for

attention to detail was amazing.
Bizarre, but amazing! ©

The Family Experiment is out now,
published by Pan Macmillan.
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ULTIMATE
BLACK PANTHER :

Small change

Kok k

¥ Publisher Marvel

\Wrter Bryan Hill

¥ Artist Stefano Case

want a clear
example of how big a deal Black

spolight By contrast, in Marvel's
rebooted Ul ,

The story follows T'Challa as
anewly crowned king trying to
protect Wakanda from the
encronching oces of mg entit
Raand Khonshu, kno
collectively as Moon Knight
Following his father’s
sassintion,T-Challateams up
with a pair of rebels who've
unearthed the real reason behind
Moon Knight's thirst for conquest,
but writer Bryan Hill plays such a.
slow-burn game that even by the
end of issue three we don't yet

et
ROBOT ARCHE AND
THE TIME MACHINE

flagship character in one of the

the closest that the new Ultimate
universe has got to the original's
goal: giving new readers a

especiallysince we're clearly
heading for a love triangle
between T'Challa,

queen Okoye and weather-

Awall
mechanical marvel with

Panther the 2017

blockbuster movie, just look at his
treatment in both iterations of
Marvel's Ultimate universe.
TChalla did feature in the original
Ultimate comics, but only made a
handful of appearances and was
never given any significant

ssible jumping-on
this

torm - but it

point.
bootunver e mostly keptin

thi
read much better in collected form

never felt lac}

the background in
three issues, and the changes from
Black Panther’s Marvel continuity
aren't as major as they are for
Peter Parker.

Aplease”
wouldn't go
amiss, your

Fﬂh‘/,,\

XuAGATNE | N 2024

than s s
‘While Hill's approach has its
issues, he also delivers some
effective pacing and bri
set-pieces, while making the

66 These issues
are well-crafted
and enjoyable %9
quicter character-based scenes
impactful. It’s kly executed
comic, and one of the biggest

strengths on disply hereis
Stefano Caselli k. The

I
boys’ weekly Lion gave hima
fresh twist all the same, in the
form of his very own time
machine - disguised, for
reasons that resist the tyranny
oflogi, s ant hesspicce
writ-dodging TARDIS
nproﬁ is essentially a random
plot generator, a means to fling
Archie and his human chums
“Ted and Ken across the
centuries. Most of the resulting
adventures are straight
hisorcal ompspiting the

e
Visuss may b vy radionsl in
terms o

" against
knights, s and

but they're accomplished with
style and energy, showcasing some
great world-building details and
character design.

These first three issues are
well-crafted and enjoyable, but
what they don't have is a really
attention-grabbing narrative hook
The changes 0 Black Pancher's

you nott” he declares, blending
into Ye Olde Englan,

But the highlight of this new
reprint collection is a tale that
leans into the sci-fi of
depositing our heroes in a
strangely tropical future
London overrun by plantlife
and alien invaders. Piling on

world

o fel
s and e ms\\lrs
aren't

a
d Tower

as the recently rtlaunrhcd

Bridge to giant-size
caterpilr e deltously

A
of Black Panther - it just
currently lacking an element that
would make it an essential read.
Saxon Bullock

S il iz dabbiad TV and i s
Writen apisodes of Tians and Ash 2 Evi
[Dead, ang the 2021 F i Zone 414

pic.
buchoy, Ted and Kenare

a pair of dicks. For

Tombasting Archic a cerything

from a tin buffoon to.a

mechanical ass,its a miracle

they don't find themselves

abandoned to the robot sharks.
"




BEWAHE THE
PLANET OF THE

o
¥ Witers Mam aumnm.n

Doug Moen

e Lopez, Alfredo
Alcala, George Tuska

[ESIESES While the new movie
s set during the apes’ early days
ant species on Earth,
this four-parter takes place on
the cusp of the 1968 film.
Integrating material from

Planet Of The Apes, Mare
Guggenheim cleverly weaves
extracts from the first movie
adaptation into the story:
sometimes as extended dream

THE ONE HAND
THE SIX FINGERS

Gripping Yarns

)

VRELEASED OUT NOW!

panel
into the main narrative. The
original i

be theller Alchacolugy student
Johannes is plagued

g

FWiters Ram /Dan attrs

earthy contrast with the cleaner
linework of Alvaro Lopez's
modern-day art. Bringing
together

mit Kumar

LEIEIE] Crossovers don't have

commmmg the bt

BENEATH THE
TREES WHERE
NOBODY SEES
dkkk

"
srick Horvath

SIS Ina few months,
Beneath The Trees Where
Nobody Sees has gone from
being just another indie comic
created by a relative newcomer
- writer and artist Patrick
Horvath - to IDW's biggest-
sellingtitle outside of the
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
franchise. It 0 see why,
and we suspccnhlsbuok\ull
have a long ife past its initial
six-issue run.

Samantha is an
anthropomorphic bear living in
Woodbrook, a quaint town full
of other talking animals. She's
also amm Killer, al(haugh she

Gore i, of wht connects i to
killings that happened before he

tobe limited both
Guggenheim impressively ~ they can turn e mwwhsv:‘ eries, and they're
bringstolife deaf mute Nova, interlocking disturbing

who finds her voice for the first
time thanks to Ivana, psychic
leader of a mutant colony.
The story centres on
Comeliusand zirw's journey
to

i-f thrillrs from Image Comice,

Crafted by two separate creative

teams, but very much telling one
bined s

ways, building up an intricate
‘mystery. While The One Hand
sticks firmly to the grity noir vibe,

and The Six Fingers give us a dark

into the F
rescue her nephew Lucius,
w]w sbeen caprured

classic serial killer movie Seven.
Both stories are setin the

The Six.

with its sience fietion world-

building, often feeling remi

0f 2000 AD’s weirder moments.
1t hard to tell at this stage

ent

futuristic

Erpire The neuing
initially appears quite
ial bef

Novena. The One Hma Hkkd

Guggenheim delivers a

ing climax, which ties
into 1970's Beneath The Planet
of the Apes and has surprisingly
emotional resonance for the
events of Planet Of The Apes
itsel. staphen Jowell

explorations of art and sanity wi

fucu»e« on pol :-ufﬁt.srAn as ulti up satisfying or

Baffing but these ewo series are
decades-ald seria iller casehe i of the more
thought was

imvcatgates, s sense ofealty
starts fracturing.
"he Six Fingers * %+ %
makes things even stranger,
llowi mi

comics in recent years.
Saxon Bu

Ram Vs inspratons were the Cor
] HeCarnyrove The See Eimied; and

rade here,
preforing f visit he ig city to
indulge in her crimes.
Unfortunately for Sam,
however, there’s another
murderer in town - a situation
that forces her into the uneasy
role of detective.

Yes, this is Dexter: The
Sylvanian Family Years. Cute

‘winning combination, and
Horvath strikes a fine balance

depicting moments of brutal
violence. The premise is hardly
original, but in an odd way that
works in ts favour. These
animals are, for all intents and
purposes,simply furry people,
and presenting them in such a
childlike way only serves to
make the horror all the more
unsettling. wt Saimon

ove20ze | spxuasazng | 93



STELLAR BLADE

Nier Enougt

RELLASED OUTNOW!
¥ Reviewed i

levels you pelt through with a

best hairdresser this si
end times. What Stellar Blade can
stand proud on s its comba
‘Taking clear inspiration from the
Dark Souls series, most bouts
against gnarly-looking beasties
emphasise the importance of
picking your moments for parries,
odges and hemy attacks,
Optional QTEs make getting into

beyond rehashing genre heavy-
Nier

off, but then handfuls of skills on

¥ Publisher Sony Interactive

hitters
Bayonetta in terms of both

top make approachable
than some of the development

THE MAN WHO
FELL TO EARTH

paced favourites

*kkk

[ vioeocame |
“uber-capable warrior women

from space descend to a pos
apocalyptic Earth to kick arse and
take names’”, you'd be forgiven for
expeeting a bit of aromp
something altle sexy, maybe a

1,

derivative in much of its

execution,its hard not o respect
Stellar

isthe
dress-up game hidden within,

»Format Radio (now on BBC Sounds)

113

touch campy. Unfortunately,
LRPG

played deadly staight You'l see
the story's twists coming light
years off, and the script seems
totall having even

s you'll scour

tch things up; yes, it all feels a mer of those overly
Tl Euilia,butyoull go from | familiar fewels lnokmg for the
hacking and slashing through piece that wi ook
apen ones in o levelto shooting | ogether Sadl protagonist
¥ of th ic | EVE revels innot astitch of i,
corridors of a Resident Evil-style pres i
Iaboratory in another. even the most questionable outfit

fbeat sid ions - and if
glimpse of what could have been:  having any fun, then what's the
point? Jess Kinghorn

one unlikely loner instructs us in
fishis

ing,

decaes alien exile Thomas
Newton in the opening
oot o i Fout
adaptation of Walter Tevis's
novel. “But I am like aman.”
It feels like a mission

statement. Nicolas Roeg

brought Newton to the screen
inthe sutably extraterestrial
form of D: ch

while another,

that played to e power of his

alittle bit of fun with that. There
ight ideas here, th

] oot Shn e oo hr oay

s themselves to be the

“Oh Vic, e
fall

-

Ay

star's phy
while keeping the audience one
step removed from Tevis's
strange interstellar v

Radio gives us an altogether
more knowable and
sympathetic protagonist, one
who makes conspiratorial
asides to the listener.

Asoftly spoken Harry
Treadaway unlocks the puzzle
of Newton for us. It's an carnest
performance, vulnerable, with
flashes of the steel required for
an epic interplanetary mission.
Just when you wonder ifhe's a
little too mmble, astartling
scenesliters
psycl Gollum syl
onevoice cool and disan the
other all too hum:

instan unessy, ambient
score by Gazelle Twin, and a
truly chameleonic supporting
turn by Christopher Eccleston,
this '80s-set production weaves
in historic news clips to
underscore its parallels with
present-day tensions, “T’
becoming a lost and foolish
creature;” despairs Newton.
‘Welcome to planet Earth, mate.

"
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LONDON AFTER
MIDNIGHT

*kk
FRILEASED OUT NOW!

756 minutes_Download vinyl
 Publisher Pocket Universe.
Productions

EXEIEIIINTS The Lon Chaney
vehicle London After Midnight
(1927) s one of the most famous
ost films — the last known
surviving print destroyed ina
fire n 1965. Chaney's gruesome
‘make-up for the pop-eyed,
pointy-toothed and possibly
vampirie Man in the Beaver Hat
was one of his most iconic. This

SAND LAND

Dune roamin’

= \
HEROES: THE
BRITISH INVASION
OF AMERICAN
COMICS
* Kk ok

 Venue The Cartoon Museum,
Fitzrovia, London

[T Ranging from
WW Denslow’s curious 1901
proto-superhero Billy Bounce
to Rachael Stott’s 2022 work on
Fantastic Four, The Cartoon
Muscuns et eshiiton

version is based on the original encompasses over a century of
sereenplay - which differs in *kk ouing like someone forgot to comic art fmm bothssides of the
some details from the final T A flesh and Land's dantic. A
continuity seript. » Revie la{(er s{ages. how British and American
Adaptingasilent film for rics X5 754 7C similarly, is tors have influenced
audio is an odd idea really, ¥ "b,m, andai i sadly the fun another over time, it has plenty
haney’s does'tlast forc\er -Oblieat of interest, although it struggles

nnmry was the main draw, It
certainly wasn't the plotting,
accurately described as
“incoherent” and “nonsensical”
by contemporary rics.

[ococc] g throug

scorching desert in bikes, tanks,

cars and bipedal mechs with

‘machine guns is a !n\cklom{ of fun

in Sand Land, the actior
D

s ank turret,
or gunning down e soldiers
with a shotgun from a bike
entetining bt theret e
yariton tobe found er

While it features some
obvious material, such as pages
from Watchmen and V For
Vendet,therear also lenty

Thed lcreator b b
harder o follow here -inthe Akira Toriyama's 2000 manga foreed g the s superion John “Jock” McCall ||l\\srm(mg
absence of series, but it can only ride the high  firepow fom Dare's adventures for

becomes much less clear that a
key scene involves hypotism.
Perhaps trying to compensate
for the fact that (as was

:ommon in movies of the time)
supernatural goings-on turn out
tohave rationlexplanation,
the producers also add a
twist ending - an odd chmce

“The sound de

cffectivly atmospheric,and
Dan Starkey (Doctor Who's
Strax the Sontaran) brings a
lively urgency to the role of Sir
James Hamlin. But if you want
asense of what the original ilm
was like, you're probably better
offlooking up the crude but
faithful reconstruction made
for TCM in 2002

for solong.
6 Every match-
up can be brute-
forced using the
tank’s superior
firepower %°

“The demon prince Beelzebubis
ited by Sherif to bri

Customisaton options arevast
for every vehicle, and they mesh
well with the RPG nature of Sand
Land, as Beclzebub grinds out
‘bounties for better vehicle parts
and weapons

Sand Land's open world consists
‘mainly of fetch quests and swarms.
ofth e few ey ypes -3

toletus

1949's Slick Fun, or John
Stokess fine art from Valiant's
1972 UK Star Trek strip.

Most impressive: Brian
Bolland’s pencil breakdowns for
his contribution to 1986's
‘Batman 400, which like his
cover sketch for Animal Man 57
@lsoincluded), display an
detail.

gu o know the world berer. The

recruite
water back to and

S0 we venture out nto the derelict
world as the former on an
uncharacteristically noble quest,
in which fiend and human learn to
respect one another. 16 charming
stuff, but after a dozen or so hours

Sections are also devoted to
both the initial '80s influx of

real potential, only British talent to the US and the

the dirtas the sory, characters birthof Vertigo nthe 905, with

and little. edo’s
progression. Enigma nd John Rldgwny s

Hirun Cryer Hellblazer. Like everything clse
e they

= AITS episades of  Sand Land anime
s st o e ot e

provide a feast for both the eyes
and the mind. stephen Jewel
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knowledge of depictions of the continent in s

AFHIGA

With Africa Day looming on 25 May, what better time is there to test your

1and fantasy?

QUESTION 1

‘According to Strange New Worlds,

in which African country was
Nyota Uhura born?

QUESTION 2

The 1992 horror film Dust Devil is

set predominantly in Namibia.
Name the director.

QUESTION 3

Who wrote the 2016 novel
Rosewater, in which an agent with
psychic powers investigates a
mysterious alien dome in Nigeria?

QUESTION 4 Picture Question

Supply the title that's been
removed from this film poster.

QUESTION 5

In which country did location

shooting take place for the scenes.
in Star Wars featuring the Lars
family moisture farm?

ouEsT ION 6

QUESTION 11

QUESTION 16 Piciure uestion

hese TV setes Charie Jade,
Outcasts, Raised By Wolves and
e Watch.

QUESTION 7

Which member of the X-Men is
the daughter of the princess of a
Kenyan tribe?

QUESTION 12 Picture Question

Name this character, and the TV
series he appears in.

QUESTION 17
ics writer created.

Bimin Zanai thecapial iy of
which country?

QUESTION 8 Piciure Question

In which TV series would you find
this African character?

QUESTION 13

In which film would you find this
African boy?

QUESTION 9

Who played Ayesha, immortal

queen of the lost ity of Kuma, in
the Hammer film She?

QUESTION 10

Complete the title of this 1957

horror movie, which is centred
on an African island: Zombies Of

96 | sxmuasnne e 2021

In the 1932 Universal film The
Mummy, what's the name of the
resurrected Egyptian high priest
played by Boris Karloff?

QUESTION 14

Tn Heroes, what power does the

African shaman Usutu have?

QUESTION 15

“Batman of Africa” Batwing?

QUESTION 18

Name the 2010 zombie film which

was shot on location in Burkina
Faso and Ghana.

QUESTION 19

Tn which YA series s Africa one

country, ealled Zafrika? (Clue: In
this alternate history, Britain goes
by the name Albion))

QUESTION 20

Which 1995 movie features Amy,a
gorilla whose sign language is
translated into a digital voice?

"he Exorcist prequel movies are
setin the Turkana region of
Kenya. Name them both.

BpeL 5 AalUelS PIRDIY C BAUSM |
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Tbmlw Personal recollections of cherished sci-fi and fantasy

HE SURE GOT THE POINT!

0 THE
szcoME ARREH §

INSTER

p. o
mmmmsmw 1o5E!

SUPPORT YOURLOCAL VANPIRE:

| HAVE A REAL DRINKI
ROBLEM!

WAITER! THE STEAK 15 TOO RARE!

shock Theatre

Nick Setchfield, Editor-At-| Large
rm 1n 1976 the dank air of
S Transylvanian omb aftedinto
British newsagents. There,
among the chocolate, sherbet
and chews, lurked the gore-
drenched delights of Shock Theatre
bubblegum cards. Not that any kid ever cared
about the stale wedge of chewable rubber and
arictl favouring ucked nto evry packet
ach black, waxy wrapper bore the likeness

The cards were illustrated with publicity
such Haasr ovies s The S
itesOf bracula, racula AD 1973
Frankensein Must B Destroved.reatvely

h n di

Lﬂ'm ke ot
e

R e

sy

b S

-».nzwqwmww

brainwashed him” An impaled Dracula
protests, “T ordered ‘steal’ - not stake!”

n Hammers output was slapped
with X certificates in the cinemas and

into harder, more gruesome fare. Framed by
bright red borders, they delivered pure Grand
Guignol, pushing the very limits of what could
be consilered id-fiendy: ood-smeared
scenes of terror, agony and deat

Each lurid glimpse o the umveakab\ewas
teamed with

consigned to late-night onTV. But

in the 705 horror had a way of findingits way

to kids, from the pages of Monster Fun comic to

Count Dlac\\lasSccrcr ice lollies. And we

lapped it ike Lee's blood- nm/ed count.
Bt Shock Theate was more than jus

gateway drug to the hard stuff. Somehaw those

of (.hnsmpher Lee as the king of .
blood dripping from his chops as he declared
“Sure does’t taste like tomato juice!” Tt was a
line that would never have troubled Lee's
imperious lips - the script would have been

lung in the directors fce - butit st he tone
for what waited inside.

Thecardsweremadeby Thebac
Topps,whowould
‘phenomenallysuccessful Star

Warssetsayearlater.
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ofthecards
offeredmorejokes billedas

igLaffs alongwitha
Factabouttherelevantfilm.

gag. A shot of Lee with unholy sng‘m«r« leaking
from his eyes was captioned,

ey babyt A Peter Cushing's Baron
Frankenstein inspected a freshly extracted
human brain floating in a tank the card
wisecracked, “My goodness! Youve

Fact Attack!

Thereweresocardsinthe
UKset,althoughstrangely
thatincludedtwonumberl7s
andnonumbers7.

ShockTheaterthe s on
version hadat:

1575 withmomumberibut slsothenameofthe
twonumbera7s...

the darkness, tamed the
ghastly, took the edge off the shudders. They
taught us that humour could be a crucifix, held
up to the nightmares. €

Nick would actually rather drink blood than

tomato juice.

ardhadtheunusually
unin sraighveaptionDracul

CountsBridishMarvelcomie




THINK YOU [OULD WORK HERE?
THEN [ADAL WANT Wlll

Here at Cadal we're always looking for Alongsdc a m&” :}:z Cadal El

the best of the best to hefp maintain
our state-of-the-art offshore oil lycoll

ADAL Pltiorms. exphmlhemnl&ﬁu‘lmmdaylf
* Handy with a generator?. you've got it what takes to be part of the
* Make a mean eranachan Catel érew, Enquire nowl

» Good with the electricity?
Then we want to hear from you! Call 0325 39
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