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Those of you who read our open letter published in the various magazines in the past may be skeptical of why products
made in America are a better idea. While many of you know that our main competitor, Atlas, has been having little suc-
cess getting track and switches from their chinese suppliers over the last year and a half (as of Feb 2015) there are other
reasons as well. Here at Ross Custom we had a price increase on Jan 1st 2015, our first increase in nearly five years. I
noticed that even though Atlas hasn’t been available the prices in their online store keep going up and up. I thought I'd
show you a comparison of regular retail prices as I write this today, of Ross Custom made in America versus Atlas made
in China. Note we use switch machines made by Z-Stuff for Trains on our remotes that are made in Taiwan.

ROSS MADE IN AMERICA

031 REMOTE... .$89.95
042 REMOTE .$89.95
054 REMOTE .$89.95
064 REMOTE .$89.95

072 REMOTE... .$89.95
080 REMOTE... .$94.95
096 REMOTE... .$99.95
054/031 CURVED REMOTE .$99.95
072/054 CURVED REMOTE .$89.95
096/072 CURVED REMOTE..........$114.95
0120/096 CURVED REMOTE .$134.95
031 WYE REMOTE... .$94.95
042 WYE REMOTE .$94.95
054 WYE REMOTE .$94.95
072 WYE REMOTE ... .$94.95
11 DEGREE WYE REMOTE..........$94.95
22 DEGREE WYE REMOTE .$94.95
#4 REMOTE. .$89.95
#5 REMOTE. .$89.95
#6 REMOTE. .$99.95
#8 REMOTE .$114.95
#10 REMOTE... .$144.95
THREE WAY REMOTE .$299.95
FOUR WAY REMOTE .. .$274.95
DOUBLE SLIP SWITCH. .$249.95
#5 DOUBLE CROSSOVER.. .$479.95
#8 DOUBLE CROSSOVER.. .$679.95
#4 YARD CROSSOVER.... ..$209.95
TRACK

031 $7.49
036 $7.49
042 $7.99
054 $6.99
064 $6.99
072 $6.99
080 $7.49
084 $7.99
092 $7.99
096 $8.49
0100 $8.99
0104 $8.99
0112 $9.49
0120 $9.99
0128 $10.99
10 INCH STRAIGHT .$5.99

29” STRAIGHT .$12.99
GARGRAVES FLEX TRACK 37”...$8.95

ATLAS MADE IN CHINA
036 REMOTE... ....$104.95
045 REMOTE. .$104.95
054 REMOTE... ....$104.95
NOT MADE
072 REMOTE...............$104.95
NOT MADE
NOT MADE
NOT MADE

072/054 CURVED REMOTE.......$132.95 WOW!

NOT MADE

NOT MADE

NOT MADE

NOT MADE

NOT MADE

072 REMOTE...............$104.95
NOT MADE

NOT MADE

NOT MADE

#5 REMOTE................. $129.95 WOW!
NOT MADE

#8 REMOTE............$132.95
NOT MADE

NOT MADE

NOT MADE

DOUBLE SLIP SWITCH...$264.95
NOT MADE

NOT MADE

NOT MADE

027..

036..

045

054

063..

072..

081

NOT MADE

090.......... $14.50 WOW!
099.......... $15.95 WOW!
NOT MADE

NOT MADE

0108.......... $18.95 WOW!
NOT MADE

NOT MADE

10 INCH STRAIGHT...$6.75
40” STRAIGHT.....$25.50

40” FLEX TRACK...$26.50 WOW REALLY?? YEP!!

FUNNY HOW FOR YEARS I HEARD....ROSS is the best but theyre expensive. Did you ever think that made in

America could beat made in China prices?

ROSS.. .available, the finest operating,

the largest selection, WOW!!

1-800-331-1395

Call for a free catalog

www.rossswitches.com
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An Evolving Tradition

It there's any time of year when
O gauge trains are thrust into the
spotlight in a big way, it’s during the
Christmas holiday season. After all,
many of us old-timers in the hobby
remember how our lifelong affec-
tion (or is it affliction?) for toy and
model trains started with a Lionel
train running in a closed circle or
oval around the base of the family
Christmas tree. It’s a tradition that
began before many of us seasoned
citizens were even born, and it’s a
tradition still well worth preserving
and sharing with future generations.
How do we accomplish this in
today’s much-changed society?

The hobby industry in 2015, and
the hobby itself, isn’t what it was back
in the post-World War II period.
Back then, toy trains were sold and
displayed prominently in just about
every town and city, and these
mechanical marvels were just about
every young boy’s toy of choice.
Starting with the holiday season in
1945 and continuing for a couple of decades thereafter, you could
find O gauge trains in nearly every hobby shop, department store,
hardware store, auto supply store, and even in many five-and-dime
outlets. Simply put, if you didn’t see or know about toy trains at
Christmastime in those golden years, you probably weren’t born yet.

colorful 0 gauge trains.

George Donald’s 2014 Christmas celebration included a gaily decorated tree with under-the-tree action provided by two

Changing Times

Alas, times have changed for our hobby and perhaps never
more dramatically than over the past decade or so. Granted, there
was a tremendous resurgence of interest in toy trains that started
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in the early 1980s and extended through the first few years of the
current century. In large part that resulted from those who had
reached middle age or so finally being able to realize, financially as
well as in other ways, boyhood dreams that had proved elusive way
back when. We ('m in that group) now had the money to buy
the trains we always wanted; we had mortgage-free homes with the
space to accommodate our hobby interests; and we had a number
of manufacturers more than willing to satisfy our desires to create
1:48 scale rail empires. All of us who have been in the hobby for a
significant length of time fed an ever-expanding bubble, and like
all such bubbles it was destined to burst or at least begin to deflate
at some point. Sadly, we may have reached that point in this sec-
ond decade of the 21st century. Most of our material needs in the
way of locomotives and rolling stock have largely been satisfied,
and we’re now devoting more time and effort to doing something
with these things. (A segue here: see George Brown’s “Helper
Engine” column in this issue.)

Take a good hard look at the O gauge segment of the hobby today
and you'll recall that we've lost several significant manufacturers over
the past 10 years, with Weaver Models being the most recent fallen
flag (see Run 280, October). Some other manufacturers appear to
be scaling back a bit in terms of quantity of a given item being made
or following a made-to-order production plan that requires the cus-
tomer to commit to a pre-order before the item is even made.

Looking deeper, you'll also observe that the number of local
brick-and-mortar hobby shops is on a fairly sharp decline. The
convenience of Internet shopping is partly responsible for this,
but normal attrition—the retirement of longtime mom-and-pop
hobby retailers, for example—is also an important factor as is the
impact of the aforementioned somewhat satiated consumer mar-
ket. Of course, you'll rarely see toy trains displayed or even sold at
many of today’s department and chain stores. This lack of public
exposure obviously has an impact.

Then there are the kids—an all-important target market.
Youngsters today may grow up rarely noticing a real train. More
importantly, they are increasingly attracted to the siren call of an
ever-expanding array of digital and electronic devices that com-
pete for their attention. Aside from tapping a keyboard or touch

pad, few youngsters appear to be attracted to actually building
things with their hands. There are exceptions, of course, but I
think most readers of this magazine will agree that the trend is
fairly clear. But...and it’s a big bus—all is not doom and gloom.

Continuing the Tradition

Youngsters today, both boys and girls, still harbor a childhood
fascination for trains. Witness the consistent and continuing
popularity of the “Thomas the Tank Engine,” “Chuggington,”
and “Dinosaur Train” televised programs, for example. And don’t
forget the hugely successful Polar Express movie, along with the
train itself as made by Lionel. Toddlers and their older siblings
may not be interested in pursuing model railroading as a hobby,
but we oldsters certainly can and should initiate them to that
all-important holiday tradition with something as simple as a train
circling the base of the Christmas tree.

Begin with a starter set and a couple of operating cars or acces-
sories, and there’s a good chance that the seeds of nostalgia will be
firmly planted. That may or may not help grow the hobby in future
years, but it certainly will help assure that toy trains remain a vital
part of an American Christmas celebration. If you consider yourself a
rank novice, I encourage you to support a local hobby shop if you're
lucky enough to have one. Nowhere else are you apt to view trains
and accessories up close and personal before opening your wallet. And
even if you can save a few bucks buying via the Internet, keep in mind
that supporting local businesses has never been more important.

Lacking a convenient hobby shop for your shopping and
purchasing, I invite you to frequent the advertisers in OGR. These
folks help make this publication possible, of course, but they also
represent the best of the best for mail order or online shopping.

And here’s my annual plea to veteran O-gaugers who are
reading this: We probably have more trains than can be put to
good use in several lifetimes. How about putting together from
your collection a nice starter set for a relative, friend, colleague,
or an area family in need of some Christmas cheer. I've done this
myself over a number of years, and there’s nothing like it to put
you in the true holiday spirit. Give it a try!

Stop by the OGR On-Line Forum at www.ogaugerr.com . . . THE place on the web to talk about O gauge trains!

800-980-6477
330-757-3771
info@ogaugerr.com

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514
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LIONEL

UNIVERSAL REMOTE
Running multiple locomotives
has never been easier! Use this
single remote to operate any of
your LionChief”, LionChief" Plus
and FlyerChief” engines. Your
need for multiple remotes is a
thing of the past. It's that simple.

'LionChieF ~©

‘LionChief °

&/ | NP

<1

KEY FEATURES:

* (ontrols any existing or future 0 Gauge
LionChief" Plus and S Gauge FlyerChief®
locomotives

+ (ontrols most 0 Gauge LionChief” Ready-
to-Run set locomotives

* Use remote to operate up to three
locomotives

* Remote “Train Memory” preserves current
speed and direction of engine when
toggling operation between different
locomotives

'FLYERHIEF


www.lionel.com

- Digital Subscription
o $29.95 M s 529.95 per year

 Receive your issues earlier

» Extra content in each digital issue

» Access back issues Run 230 to current
» Access the OGR e-book library

Also includes one year Premium Membership status to the
O Gauge Railroading On-Line Forum

To subscribe go to

www.ogaugerr.com


www.ogaugerr.com
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Keeping Memories Alive

Williams by Bachmann has reintroduced the Alco FA2 powered and
dummy A-A set to its Golden Memories line with new True Blast
Plus 16-bit polyphonic sound that includes prime mover, horn, and
bell. Other features include four-wheel trucks with traction tires,
dual motors with coasting action, an electronic 6-amp reverse board
with directional lockout, front headlights, illuminated marker lenses

and number boards, and add-on metal steps. Also featured are
die-cast frame, trucks, truck sides, and operating front couplers.
The A-A length is 22" with a height of 3-1/2". Available in three
road names: Texas Special #210 (shown), New Haven #209, and
Santa Fe #208 (blue & yellow). MSRP is $519.95 per set. Visit
www.bachmanntrains.com for more information.

Smoking Tips

The folks at Mega-Steam have listened to fans
of their ever-expanding line of smoke products.
They recently announced the availability of
special tips for their line of 8-ounce refill bot-
tles. In the past, hobbyists were on their own
when it came to dealing with transferring smoke
fluid into the smaller bottles and applicators.
Now the refilling task is easy with these special
caps that fic all Mega-Steam 8-ounce bottles.
Two types are currently available: a flip-top
spout that locks when closed and a snap-top
funnel that is useful for several applications. Visit
www.megasteam.com for more information and
to place your order.

Long Live the Five and Dime

Andre Garcia, owner of River Leaf Models, has announced the introduction of a
long-awaited five-and-dime store. This kit is based on a former Woolworth’s location
in Greensboro, North Carolina. According to Andre, for many years O scale modelers
have lobbied manufacturers to produce a kit featuring the distinctive red and gold
Woolworth sign, so he stepped up to fill this demand and researched a prototype
to design this kit. The River Leaf Models F. W. Woolworth O scale structure has
a footprint of 14"x 6” and is 8" tall. The walls are laser cut from 1/4” MDF for
sturdiness and square corners. Windows are rigid 3/32" acrylic. The F. W. Woolworth
kit retails for $124.95. More information and online ordering are available at
www.riverleafmodels.us.
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INSTALVATIONSIIIG)
IModel|Railroads for;Homeland|Business)
[OverheadHGardengTabletop]

Iphone:|(770)]597:0038;
le-mail:ldave @traininstallations!com

IsincelZ2001]

LBR Enterprises LLG

serving the model railroading community since 2003

Your Headquarters For
Water Slide

0 & S Custom Decals

LBR Enterprises, llc
Attn: WSD Dept.

P.0. Box 494
Goshen, KY 40026

e-mail: lbrenterpriseslic@yahoo.com
www.lbrenterprisesllc.com

O Scale and Subway
Interurban Signals
by John DeAlto

Modular Construction Brass Castings
Design Your Own Custom Signals!

available at

10332 Bedford Rd.
Spring Hill, FL 34608
352-688-5630

or e-mail:
iss@netacc.net

www.integratedsignalsystems.com

cttrains.com

Specializing in O-Gauge Trains!

Let us be your source for MTH
non-cataloged regional items.

We are an Authorized Dealer for
Lionel, MTH, Atlas-O, Gargraves and
Ross Custom Switches.

Iltems shipped UPS usually the same day.

Browse our complete on-line inventory then give us a call.

C.T. McCORMICK HARDWARE
147 South Main Street

Zelienople, PA 16063
724-452-6130 Fax 724-452-6139
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Display with Flair

Harrison Trains & Scenes is now offering TrackScapes to display prized engines or
rolling stock. All TrackScapes displays are made by hand and are unique. The basic unit
is 35" long and comes standard with life-like scenery and a ballasted length of 2-rail
O gauge track. It sells for $65.00 plus shipping. Upon request, the unit can be fitted with
3-rail track. Custom orders are accepted for additional cost. (Locomotive not included)
Order at www.harrisontrains.com/trackscapes.htm or 410-391-3433.

Rolling Stock that Performs

New to the MTH RailKing line is the 30-79454 Dump Car with Operating Bay.
Painted orange and black and sporting CSX livery, this car would be ideal for work
train service as well as for gravel or other mineral operations. Car action can be acti-
vated with any operating track section and with any transformer. Features include
durable ABS body, metal wheels and axles, die-cast trucks, operating die-cast metal

couplers, and operation on O31 or larger curves. Car measures 12"x 2-5/8"x 2-7/16".
MSRP is $69.95. Pick one up at your favorite MTH dealer.

PRECISION TURNTABLES

Operating Modular Conveyor System

» Modular Design
* Easy to install
* 12 VDC Operation

Conveyor Package 27"
complete with nose, std. mtr.

° Adaptable and belt

* Prototype Bracing P/N OCON27 ~ $250.00

« Self Aligning Belt
» Smooth Operation
Division of National Magnetic Sensors Inc.
141 Summer St. Plantsville, CT 06479

PHONE: 860-621-6816 FAX 860-621-8402
WERB: aaaturntables.com EMAIL: bob@aaaturntables.com



www.harrisontrains.com/trackscapes.htm
www.traininstallations.com
www.lbrenterprisesllc.com
www.integratedsignalsystems.com
www.cttrains.com
www.aaaturntables.com



www.atlassrr.com
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GarGraves: Keeping Us on
Track for 75 Years

This is GarGraves headquarters and train store.

I.. Rochester, New York, basement workshop in early 1940,
Eldyn Graves began making track for his son’s toy trains. It just
so happened that his next door neighbor Earle Gardner operated
a model train store out of the basement of his home. The two
men formed a partnership using a combination of their names for
GarGraves Trackage Corporation and began the production of the
GarGraves line of flexible track. A lot has happened with the firm
and its products over the past 75 years.

Don Roder was a young customer of Gardner’s train store at
that time. One day while visiting the store, he was offered a job
working for the new company. He quickly accepted and became
the first GarGraves employee.

GarGraves track was originally made in 3-rail O gauge with
tinplated rails. Soon thereafter, 2-rail O gauge and outside third-
rail track were added to the line. At around this time, an attempt to
make a turnout using the same flexible track technology was quickly
scrapped as the switches proved to be as flexible as the track—not a
good thing in that particular application.

In the early 1950s, the Phantom line of O gauge 3-rail track was
introduced with a black center rail intended to be less noticeable and
thereby giving the look of 2-rail track. The GarGraves product line was
expanded again with the addition of S gauge and Standard gauge track,
and stainless steel rail was introduced about this same time as well.

The first turnout in the GarGraves line was developed and pro-
duced in the late 1950s and early 1960s. It was a #6 switch that was
made available in 2-rail or 3-rail configurations. In the late 1960s,
Don purchased Eldyn’s half of the business. At that time, Don’s
wife, Marcia, started handling much of the bookwork for the firm.
And at one time or another as they got old enough, all their children
also worked in the company.

16 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2015

In the early 1970s, Don bought the second half of the business
from Lois Gardner. Earle had passed away in 1950. At that time
the company still operated out of several basements and garages.
Don also purchased Gardner’s inventory. Gardner, well known as
‘The Train Doctor, sold and repaired Lionel trains since the 1930s.

In 1973 the decision was made to move to the present manufac-
turing site in North Rose, New York. A new 2,500 sq. ft. building
was constructed on 2-1/2 acres of land. This building finally con-
solidated all GarGraves operations in one location.

Product development continued with the introduction of #1
gauge track and a multi-gauge flexible track. Train sales and repairs
also continued in a small room in the new building.

Uncoupling sections and operating sections were introduced
in the 1980s to the ever-expanding product line. More products
meant more space was needed, and the first of what would eventu-
ally become three structure additions was added, along with a sep-
arate 1,800 sq. ft. storage building. These new additions resulted in
the loss of part of the parking lot, which meant that ties for the track
products, previously spread out to dry on the blacktop pavement
in the summer sun, now went into a special dryer system located in
one of the additions. This change allowed for a larger train store and
repair area as well as a train layout fitted with GarGraves products.

Flexible track with traditional wooden ties had been the firm’s
staple product up into the 1990s. In 1995 sectional curves and
straights fitted with plastic ties were introduced. These products
met the needs of hobbyists who wanted the GarGraves appearance
but didn’t want to form their own curves. Also in the mid-1990s,
the switch line was expanded to include a redesigned 100" switch
and an O42 switch. To meet a growing demand, sectional track
with wooden ties was introduced in 2004 in both O and S gauges.



The turn of the century saw the development and production
of three additional switches: the 72" and 54" diameter switch as -
well as a 72" wye switch. Working cooperatively with Z-Stuff Father of Hi-Rail
for Trains, its switch machines were used on GarGraves remote As this article was being prepared for publication, we were informed of the
control switches.

Other items have been developed to make layout building and
enhancement more enjoyable. The track end bumper has been

death of Don Roder. He was a valued friend and contributor as well as a
faithful advertiser, and many in the O gauge hobby regard him as the “Father

very popular, and pigtail wires presoldered to GarGraves pins have of Hi-Rail
also appealed to many layout builders. Specialty track, such as Steve Brenneisen, founder and owner of Ross Custom Switches, recalled
GarGraves gantry train track, has also been very popular. “I'l never forget the first time | laid eyes on GarGraves flexible track. What

Gardner’s original train store is still in business. It is a fully
stocked store catering primarily to O gauge enthusiasts. Selling
trains and seeing what the train manufacturers are doing keeps
GarGraves up to date with the hobby as a whole. Our entire OGR family extends sincere condolences to Don’s wife, Marcia, and

Mike Roder, the youngest of Don and Marcia’s children, is the to his entire family and many friends.~Allan
firm’s president and has been a part-owner for 25 years. Mike and
his brother Tom, who serves as vice president and assists in running
the company, have seen and experienced the ups and downs of the
model train industry over a good number of years. Mike views the
declining number of some longtime established dealers who have
in-depth knowledge of GarGraves products and services as one of
the biggest obstacles to growth. GarGraves dealers once numbered
more than 500 across primarily the U.S. and Canada, but these
store numbers have declined over the years—an issue for the entire
industry and not just for GarGraves.

In addition, competition in the industry is also stiff. The intro-
duction of several new track systems in the last 10-plus years has
invariably had some impact. This is a niche market, but Mike feels
that GarGraves is holding its own. He believes getting younger
adults and their children involved is key.

So what does the future hold? Tom Roder sees increasing num-
bers of baby boomers in the store. They’ve found their childhood
trains and want to run them again. A number of them are bringing
along the grandchildren and getting them involved. “It’s promising
because they tell me they have the time now that they have retired
or are about to,” Tom asserts, “so why not play with trains?”

All GarGraves products continue to be made at the factory in
North Rose, New York. “We are proud to provide American-made
products to all of our customers,” Mike said. “We pride ourselves
on service after the sale. While we may at times get a little behind
during peak season, there is no waiting for a slow boat to get here
(if it ever arrives) with products made overseas.” Certainly an added
plus in today’s business world!

a difference from the three-tie Lionel stuff! There is no hi-rail as we know it
today without prototype-looking track, and Don was there first.”

Kevin is working the assembly line and giving careful attention to every track piece.

Mike and Tom are keeping you on the “right track.” A recent introduction is track with gray ties that simulate the concrete ties used on
some real railroads.
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THE WESTERN DEPOT

1650 Sierra Avenue #203, Yuba City CA 95993-8986
phone 530-673-6776 fax 530-673-5590

email: info@westerndepot.com web site: www.westerndepot.com

open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00am to 5:30pm

MTH TiNPLATE

MONORAIL SETS
10-3047-0 Red/cream Traditional
10-3047-1 Red/cream w/ PS 3.0
10-3048-0 NYC green/cream Traditional
10-3048-1 NYC green/cream w/ PS 3.0
11-6060-0 Lionel Lines orange/blue Traditional
11-6060-1 Lionel Lines orange/blue w/ PS 3.0
Western Depot Exclusive!
10-3049-0 Two tone blue Traditional
10-3049-1 Two tone blue w/ PS 3.0

TRACK

NOW 750§

10-4066 Monorail 4-pack Straight Track ~ NOW 40
10-4067 Monorail 4-pack Curved Track ~ NOW 40
10-4068 Monorail 4-pack Risers NOW 60

10-4077  Monorail Figure 8 Expansion Set NOW 80
Monorail sets include 1 powered car with
interior lighting, two non-powered cars
with interior lighting, die-cast hangar
bases, 16 metal hangers, 8 curved rail
sections, and 8 straight rail sections with
the assembled oval measuring 42.5” by
118”.

STteAmM ENGINES
10-1214-1 Green #1134 Dorfan Steam Engine
Contemp., Reg 900 SALE 800
10-1215  Black #1134 Dorfan Steamer Trad/
Contemp, Reg 900 SALE 850
10-1259-0 Chrome #1134 Ives Steam Engine Trad,
Reg 900 SALE 780
10-1317-1 Green #1134 Dorfan Steam Engine
Contemp, Reg 900 SALE 880
10-3014-1 Black nickel #263 Steam Engine w/PS 2.0,
Reg 430 SALE 400
10-3015-1 Gray nickel #263 Steam Engine w/PS 2.0,
Reg 430 SALE 400
10-3029-1 Black 260E O Gauge Steamer
Contemporary, Reg 430 SALE 390
11-1025-0 Lionel Lines orange 400E Traditional
Reg 900 SALE 850
11-6047 Red Comet #264E Steamer Trad/PS 3.0,
Reg 460 SALE 440

el
.l‘.@

Check our website for complete inventory
Ifit is there, we have it in stock.
www.westerndepot.com

Sales good through 12/31/2015

Coal Mine Kits

Available in O, ON30 and S Gauge
KP4814 KP4815 KP4816
* Craftsman kits
* Most parts cut
to length

Send S.A.S.E. for
more information

K & P BRICK & BUILDING CO.

79 Hidden Hill Farm Ln. * York, Pa 17403-9363 * 717-747-0493

www.AngelaTrottaThomas.com

Officially Licensed by Lionel L.L.C.

ANGELA TROTTA THOMAS

CELEBRATES 25 YEARS LICENSED BY LIONEL TRAINS LLC WITH A COMMEMORATIVE BOOK

PAINTING AN AMERICAN ICON
[ D S T S o S e e U T e

FEATURING OVER 100 OF
ANGELA’S LIONEL TRAIN
PAINTINGS

Beautiful 12 x 9 Coffee table book
Orange Cloth Binding
$65.00 + $7.00 s/h

Many other limited edition artist
proof packages available go to:

www.angelatrottathomas.com
for more details

Only 300 Artist Proof books are
available in the different combina-
tions featured on Angela’s website!

phone: 570-510-0082

e-mail: angelatrottathomas@gmail.com
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www.nicholassmithtrains.com

How would you like to show your trains and layout to your fellow 0 gauge railroaders?

You can take your photos using a digital camera capable of at least 3.3 megapixels set to the best JPEG image. Please send only original,
unedited JPEG files. Color prints of 4°x 6~ or larger are also fine. Be sure to include brief notes about the trains in the photos and any other
information you'd like to share, such as the size of your layout, unique scenery, make of track, power supply or control system, and so forth.

We are looking for quality photography with good lighting and clear images; however, on-camera flash photos are generally not acceptable. Send your
photo, CD, or prints to Readers’ Rails, 33 Sheridan Road, Poland, Ohio 44514-1680. Or you can e-mail your image and text files to editor@ogaugerr.com.

From Chi-Town to the Pacific Coast

The Chicago Pacific Railway is the realization of a dream layout envisioned by Carl Rygiewicz in his earlier years. Carl refers to it as an
operator’s layout and uses Lionel and MTH trains, Lionel tubular track, and Lionel and American Flyer accessories in a prototype setting.
Scenery was inspired by Colorado prairies, mountains, and canyons. The era modeled includes steam and first-generation diesel. Road
names represent those that operated or still operate hetween Chicago and the various West Coast states. You will see much more of
Carl’s layout in a future issue.
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Seasonal Excursion

Scott Smith’s MTH Tinplate Traditions 260E Christmas
train provides a colorful sight as it crosses a high trestle
on the Virginia Museum of Transportation’s 0 gauge layout
in Roanoke, Virginia. Scott is a regular participant with
the group of enthusiasts who built this layout in Virginia's
premier rail museum. This museum houses several of
the Norfolk & Western’s most renowned real steam
locomotives: #2156 Class Y6a on loan from the Museum of
Transportation in St. Louis, #611 Class J, and #1218 Class
A. For information and to plan your visit, go to www.vmt.org.

Christmas Consists

Tom Kaiser has been fascinated with model trains since his father built his first Lionel layout back in 1954. Tom says it also was great inspira-
tion having a grandfather who was an engineer for the Jersey Central Railroad hecause that afforded opportunities to be exposed to prototypes
at an early age. Following a long hiatus, Tom returned to the hobby five years ago. His collection is comprised of Lionel, Williams, and MTH
motive power, and he likes both passenger and freight trains. During the holiday season, he delights visitors with special trains such as the
Lionel Hogwarts Express running on the outer 060 loop, the Lionel North Pole Central 4-4-2 locomotive pulling animated freight on the 048
loop, and a Lionel North Pole Central passenger train on the 036 loop of his 6 "x 11 layout.
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0 GAUGE TRAIN STUFF FROM MENARDS o
All buildings shown require x3 N
a standard 4.5 Volt power
wall wart (sold separately).
These feature simple
"Plug & Play" connections
and are compatible with
most transformers used for
Lemax® or Department 56° buildings.
1-Outlet ! E
Power Adapter
) (289-4005) ........vrerveeenn. $7.99
Cabinet Factory Hobby Shop Seed & Feed 3-Qutlet
(279-2678) $109  (279-2677) v $69.99  (279-0838) . $99.99 | power Adapter 15 NN
(289-4006) ................ $9.99
Milwaukee Road Chicago & North Western
30-Sign Maintenance Shed Maintenance Shed Maintenance Shed Moe's Garage
(279-3069) ......ccvevvererirnns $69.99 (279-2291) ..o $69.99  (279-2675) ....cocvvviiiinnn, $69.99 (279-7849) ......cooeevere $29.99
Engine & Track not included.
60' Flatcars with Wooden Decks
| * Includes 32 stakes for securing loads
L] .
Weathered Weathered Wisconsin Weathered Weathered Shicago & NW
Soo Line Boxcar Maine Central Boxcar Central Boxcar Rail Box Boxcar Union Pacific Boxcar Chicago & NW Boxcar (2799_3057) $29.99
(279-0711) ... $24.99 (279-0869) ... $24.99 (279-0870) ... $19.99 (279-2619) ... $19.99 (279-2620) ... $24.99 (279-2621) ... $24.99 P
Pennsylvania
Long Flatcar
: (279-3058) ... $29.99
Weathered Pennsylvania Western Reading Weathered Santa Fe BNSF
CN Boxcar Merch. Service Boxcar Pacific Boxcar Lines Boxcar Mississippi Exp. Boxcar Shock Control Boxcar Long Flatcar
(279-2622) ... $24.99 (279-2623) ... $19.99 (279-2624) ... $19.99 (279-2625) ... $19.99 (279-2626) ... $24.99 (279-2631) ... $19.99 (279-3059) ... $29.99
Alaska
Long Flatcar
Baltimore & Canadian Green Bay & Northern Baltimore (279-3060) ... $29.99
Ohio Sentinel Boxcar National Boxcar Susquehanna Boxcar Western Boxcar Pacific Boxcar & Ohio Boxcar
(279-2632) ... $19.99 (279-2633) ... $19.99 (279-2634) ... $19.99 (279-2635) ... $19.99 (279-2636) ... $19.99 (279-2637) ... $19.99 Working
Lights!
Milwaukee ™ UP Flatcar Chicago Die Cast Die Cast Chicago
New York Alaska Flatcar Road Flatcar with with F150 Truck & NW Flatcar with BNSF Flatcar Mack Truck F.D. Ambulance
Central Boxcar with Lumber Load  Wooden Crate Load & Barrel Load CNW Maint. Truck  with BNSF Maint. Truck | (279-0748) ... $6.99 (279-0862) ... $7.99
(279-2638) ... $19.99 (279-0840) ... $24.99 (279-0704) ... $24.99 (279-0710) ... $24.99 (279-2300) ... $19.99 (279-2301) ... $19.99
Wisconsin Central ~ Milwaukee Road . .
Santa Fe Flatcar with  Penn. Flatcar with  Soo Line Flatcar with Union Pacific Flatcar Flatcar with Wisc.  Flatcar with MILW ([)2';’9?;2‘73?" $6.99 g%fgzgg;aﬂgzr 99
Santa Fe Maint. Truck Penn. Maint. Truck  Soo Line Maint. Truck with UP Maint. Truck Central Maint. Truck Maint. Truck A e
(279-2640) ... $19.99 (279-2641) ... $19.99 (279-2642) ... $19.99 (279-2643) ... $19.99 (279-2644) ... $19.99 (279-2653) ... $19.99 1
CNW Flatcar Working Headlights
with Chicago & Emergency . L
Fire Department Lights!
Ambulance BN Flatcar
 Pre-wired with Two Flatbed
pickups use track Trailer Load
power to illuminate ambulance (279-0771) ... $19.99 Case of 6 Die Cast Skid Steers & UTVs
(279-0861) vvvvvvvverrrreressessseneeneenen For 0-36 curves or larger 2I7ng ":Jades |9 skid stoors and () UTvs $17.94
Nifty F350s 7 Pc. Super Set (279-3106) ...... $39.00 | @793108) v
e (1) Chicago F.D. Ambulance ............cc.cocrivnennee. . Reg. $7.99
* (3) Flatbed Truck - Red, Blue & Menards Green .. Reg. $20.97
Military Flatcar Military Boxcar Military Flatcar * (1) Menards Box Van Reg. $7.99
with Pickup & Shells with Shells with Deuce & a Half | e (1) Tractor Reg. $2.99
(279-7847) ... $24.99 (279-7848) ...$24.99 (279-0864) ... $39.99 | @ (1) SKId SEEN ......oooveeereereerieeeieeseeeeeee e Reg. $2.99
16 Piece Super Set of Die Cast Cars
e (4) BMW (2 Red, 1 Black, 1 Dark Blue)
® (4) Buick (2 Red, 1 White, 1 Black)
e (2) Volkswagen (1 Blue, 1 Green)
e (2) Nissan (1 Red, 1 Silver)
L]
EZ; g%ybograu((11 RY%ﬂ’OlvB{agm e) Case of 6 Die Cast Tractors with Trailers
) * Includes (6) tractors and (6) trailers
(279-2658) ......cocvevrerreae. $39.00 (279-3109) oo
While supplies last. First come first serve. Shipping and handling charges will be calculated based on your order total during the checkout process. Products pictured may not be shown proportionately.
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Williams by Bachmann
Alco FA1-FB1 Pair

Review and Photos by George Brown

At first sight through the window of the set box, the 1:48
scale size Alco FA1-FB1 freight diesels were handsome...no, excit-
ing is a more apt description. Prominent were see-through wire
screens and separate wire handrails. Behind those screens were
representations of the internal truss structure that characterized
the 1:1 scale Alco carbody diesels.

In its latest release of 3-rail O scale locomotives, Williams by
Bachmann (WbB) has skillfully reproduced the perennially attrac-
tive Alco freight diesels for work on layouts large and small—well
play actually, but we won’t go there right now. In addition to the
Union Pacific color scheme of our review sample, these models
are also available in liveries for Canadian Pacific and Erie as well
as Gulf, Mobile & Ohio.

Before I get into the construction and operation of the WbB
Alco units, let’s take a short visit into the past when the real
American Locomotive Company introduced and sold its over-
the-road freight diesel.

Prototype Notes
With its debut in January 1946, the 1500-hp FA carbody

freight locomotive was Alco’s response to the 4-axle F-series of
carbody diesels from EMD. The cab unit FAI and booster FB1
were geared for freight service with a traction motor driving the
four axles on each unit. Alco’s new and unproven turbocharged
4-stroke V12 model 244 diesel was the FA’s prime mover with
the DC generator and traction motors built by the then-partner
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General Electric. By comparison, EMD’s
reliable 1500-hp model 567 prime mover
was a 2-stroke V16 with a gear-driven
roots supercharger instead of an exhaust-
driven turbocharger.

The FA blazed new territory for Alco as
its first high-horsepower, at that time, die-
sel locomotive with one large prime mover
instead of two smaller ones. The prewar
predecessor to the FA, the 6-axle 2000-hp
DL109 passenger diesel, had two 6-cyl-
inder 1000-hp prime movers. Also new
with the FA was Alco’s 244 prime mover.
Unfortunately, Alco’s upper management,
with a classic case of myopic hysteria over
EMD’s rapid dominance of the diesel
locomotive market in the 1940s, crammed
the 244 through development with inad-
equate testing and production planning.
As a result, the 244 proved unreliable in
heavy freight service. Turbocharger fail-
ures and crankshaft breakage ranked high
on the long list of frequent and repetitive
problems with the engine.

Demonstrator units of the FA1 and
FB1 first served on the Delaware & Hudson
with additional demonstrators going to the
Gulf, Mobile & Ohio. Customers for the
FA1 and FB1 included the Erie, GM&O,
Katy, Lehigh Valley, Missouri Pacific, New
York Central, Pennsylvania, Reading, Rock
Island, Union Pacific, Wabash, and others.
A number of roads traded in their FA-FB
units to EMD for replacement locomotives,
mostly GP-series road switchers, while a few
roads replaced the Alco 244 engine with the
EMD 567. Some roads sold their running
units to short lines. Today, several excur-
sion railroads in the U.S. own and operate
the few surviving FA units.

Construction and Features

Each unit in the FA1-FB1 set from
WDbB is just about as indestructible, bullet-
proof, as an O gauge locomotive can get.
In this conventionally controlled set, the A
unit is powered with a flywheel-equipped
DC can motor and metal gear train
driving all four wheels on each truck. Two
wheels in each truck have traction tires,
which have become a requisite feature on
contemporary 3-rail motive power. As to
the B unit, it’s nonpowered—a dummy.
Although the front of the A unit has an
operating thumbrtack-style of die-cast
coupler, the other three on the A-B pair are
cast dummy couplers.

As a side thought, combining two of
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the FA1-FBI1 sets into an A-B-B-A consist
would put an operating coupler at both
ends, to say nothing of creating an impres-
sive-looking consist capable of some
awesome pulling power. Of course with
the trailing A unit running in reverse, its
motors would need to have their polarity
reversed, which isn’t difficult to do.

The 6-amp reverse board has the
emblematic Williams direction sequence of
forward, neutral, reverse, neutral, forward.
Of course this board includes a rectifier that
converts AC power from the rails to DC for
the motors. A slide switch under the frame
locks the direction to whatever the operator
wants, such as forward only. Sound of the
prime mover, horn, and bell are from the

2015

Williams proprietary True Blast Plus 16-bit
polyphonic sound board and speaker. Both
of the electronic boards and speaker ride
inside the A unit. An incandescent bulb
inside the nose of the A unit runs on track
voltage and illuminates the headlight, cab
interior, and red classification lamps.
Bodies for both the A and B units are
molded ABS plastic with stamped steel
frames. Under each unit are the die-cast
fuel tank for traction-enhancing weight
and die-cast 2-axle trucks with the drop
equalizer style of side frames. Each axle
rides in bronze bushings that are factory
pressed into the monolithic truck block.
While scrutinizing one of the trucks on the
B unit, I noticed a small hole, a lubrication



port, cast into the truck block on each side
and above each axle. That’s the good news.
The not-so-good news is these lubrication
ports are obviously for oiling the axles
during manufacturing. You have to take the
truck off the frame to get to the ports with
a pinpoint oiler tube. But then, taking the
trucks off either unit is not difficult.

In addition to the screens on the sides
of the bodies and above the radiator fan,
wire handrails bracket each crew entry
door. Additionally, both units also sport
separate wire grab irons at realistic loca-
tions, horns, and windshield wiper blades.
Stamped steel steps are separately applied
at the appropriate locations. All side win-
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dows are glazed with clear plastic sheet.
The two windshield panes are molded
for a flush fit in the body. However, on
our evaluation sample both panes became
dislodged at some point during transit
between the factory in the Orient and me
in Texas. I glued both panes back into
place for the photography session.

The satin finish paint and precise let-
tering are some of the best I've seen from
WbB—they’re without reproach. Having
done repaints of diesel locomotives in
the past, I'm impressed with the expertly
applied paint, trim, and lettering that
decorates the FA1-FB1, which are sitting
on the desk between my keyboard and
computer screen as I type this review. Well
done Williams by Bachmann!

At Trackside

Locomotives from Williams have
never been noted for slow-running charac-
teristics, but our evaluation FA1-FB1 pair
proved to be a pleasantly surprising excep-
tion. Running light with slightly over
6 volts from my postwar ZW, the pair’s
start was smooth and predictable and it
settled in at a reasonably slow pace that
didn’t vary much as it traveled around the
054 and O72 loops of the editorial Carpet
Central Railroad. Crossing between these
two loops via my Atlas O72 crossover
switches proved to be an exercise in grace-
fulness. On a temporary loop of O36
track, the A and B units tracked without
any problems. The set is advertised in the
2015 Williams catalog as suitable for O27
track, and I understand this is accurate.

With our standard test train of 3-rail
O scale cars in tow as well as any other train
I coupled to the powered-dummy duo, the
scale Alcos performed smoothly at slow
speeds. If a locomotive runs smoothly at
slow speeds, its running gear is likely well
designed and built with no binds or defective
components, which includes the mortor(s)
and control electronics. Also, at minimum
track voltage for slow-speed running, the
light bulb inside the A-unit cab emitted a
soft glow, which of course got brighter as I
opened the throttle on the transformer.

In fact, at all speeds the powered unit
ran smoothly with no discernable mechan-
ical noise. By discernable, the sound of
the Alco prime mover was at a constant
volume with no externally accessible
control provided on the model. Although

this volume was not nerve-stomping loud,



OScaljracksideSfruciures

Custom]Designed|RlasticiStructures |
FAnd\Wood
www/moedelstructuresinc¥com

J&R TRAINS

Your Source for Williams
Visit Us Online at

www.jrtrains.com

610.446.5733 e sales@jrtrains.com
Orders ship USPS; All orders add shipping

Visa, Mastercard, Discover & Paypal accepted
OGR — 279

Williams O Gauge
4-6-0 Baldwin Steam Locos....... $239.00
Ringling Bros. Rolling Stock......... $40-49
PRR Girls Steam Freight Set.....$375.00
RS3 w. Sound

2332 Green 5 Stripe GG1.......... $150.00
Trolleys ...coooeeeeeceeeeeeeeeei $175.00
SF F3 AA Yellow/Silver............... $200.00
F3AA e $289.00

44 TONNEIS e $89.00

Scale 44 Tonner w. Sound......... $239.00
60" Aluminum Luxury Lines 4 Pk $279.00
60" Aluminum Luxury Lines 2 Pk $150.00
72' Heavyweights 4Pk ............... $200.00
72' Heavyweights 2Pk......

Operating Cars........c.cccovevveveeeanne $79.00
Remote for Operating Car............ $35.00
55 Ton HOppers.......ccccceeeveevenn. $40.00
Single Dome Tanks ..........c.c........ $35.00
Three Dome Tanks ..........ccecevee. $35.00
BOXCArS ....ccovvieieieisie e $40.00
Flat w. Crates .......cccoecvvveveeinnnnn $45.00
Reefer Cars .......cccecveeeeveieeiennne $40.00
Chase Cars.........cccceeneenen. .. $50.00

EZ Street Turnpike Set .... $149.00
EZ Street Cars/Vans......... ...$47/$51
EZ Street Track and Acc.............. $5-$17
EZ Street Switches ...................... $42.00
Billboards .........cccoeeveeiieeeieee $75.00
Vending Machines ..........c.ccccc.... $12.00
Barricades .......ccccceeeiiiiiiiieeeen, $20.00
Visit our website for up to date prices
www.jrtrains.com
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the prime mover sounds precluded
audible detection of any subdued
mechanical noises.

On the topic of the sounds, the
prime mover has the prototypically
correct eight “rev” levels, which
increase or decrease according to
the throttle setting and thereby
the track voltage. Moreover, the
sounds are characteristically Alco,
but to me they sounded more like
a 251 instead of a 244. Regardless,
they were fun to play with. As to
the horn and bell, they were also
realistic and triggered reliably from
my control buttons.

At the End of the Run

In ads on the Internet for the
scale FA1-FB1, the Williams set
is available from several discount
mail-order dealers in the $350—
$450 price range. For the conven-
tional operator of 3-rail O gauge
trains, the scale Alco A-B units
make for a handsome pair that runs
as great as it looks. I had bunches of
fun playing with the dynamic duo
as it pulled several different trains
of up to 18 freight cars around the
CCRR. To sum up the set in one
word, recommended! &

Williams by Bachmann
Alco FA1-FB1 Conventional
Performance
(sound: on)
Length: 26" over couplers (total, both units)
25" between ends (total, both units)
Distance Between Pickup Rollers: 6-1/8"
A Unit: 3 Ibs, 13 oz
B Unit: 2 Ibs, 12 oz
Power Consumption at Idle: 0.2 A, 1.7 W

@ 6.5VAC
Tractive Effort: 2 |bs, 14 0z @ 7.2 VAC,

5.6A40W

Weight:

Minimum Sustained Speed: 10 scale mph
@6.5VAC, 1.2A,8W

Maximum Tested Speed: 60 scale mph
@9.2VAC,2.1A,19W

Minimum 3-Rail Curve: 027

Power Transformer: Lionel ZW

Test Train

15-car mixed freight; train weight 13 Ibs; pull

to move train 7 oz; recent-production O scale

cars from various manufacturers



www.modelstructuresinc.com
www.jrtrains.com

#23201 Union Pacific FA1-FB1

Retail price: $569.95 at Bachmann dealers

Bachmann Industries; www.bachmanntrains.com

Www.clllllll:llﬂﬂllllllS-Gﬂm www.nationalrailroadworx.com Eastern DepOt

6117 Fall Brook Rd. Troy, Pa 16947

6-62158 MTA Metro North M-7 PHONE (570) 297-1975, (570) 297-3450

On Sale for $249.99
www.easterndepot.com
K-44388 Lackawanna 15’ Alum 4 PAC......... $400.00

National Railroad Worx K-46128 CSX 21" Alum 4 PAC oo $600.00
305 Island Road K-4698-0101 AB Business Car Aluminum....... $75.00
Mahwah NJ 07430 K-4649C NH 18” Al Passenger Cars 4 PAC..... $500.00
201.934.7447 K-4581C Reading Passenger Cars 15° 2 PAC. $250.00

il : trains@nationalrailroadworx.com K4630-20004 SF AL 16” Business Car........ $125.00

Facebook page : Nationalrailroadworx K-4688C SP 217 Al Psngr. Cars, 4 PAC........ $600.00

K-1011 AB St. Louis Brewer Steam Set . $300.00

Contact : Stacey Frasca

= K-1402 CNJ Plymouth Switcher Set . $150.00
Authorized Dealer K-1419 PRR Switcher Set ............... . $100.00
K3419 0227CC NJ Tank Eng. w/tmec........... $400.00

K3398-1869W Heinz semi-scale Pacific ........ $275.00

ER PROOF K-25191 Jersey Central F3-AA ............ .$575.00
F L EXBE D'rM ‘QIIIE"‘AJLHROADBED K2437-0106 Kennecott Copper RS-3... . $375.00
K2441-031 1LV GP-38 wihorn $275.00
[STTAYSIELEXIBIE K2403-1755 NC F59PH1 w/TMCC $375.00
* Easily « ABSORBS K3670-1838CC NYC Mikado w/TMCC........ $575.00
Curves VIBRATIONS K3478-0001 Pacific B6 semi-scl w/TMCC .... $550.00
to the * QUIETS K2580-9503 PRR F7-B unit .$125.00
Radius of OPERATION K-25804 PRR F7 AA w/TMCC....... . $575.00
agy #gac’;’(d K$3499-0028 Pacific Lumber Shay 2 Rail..... $800.00
B K-2707 Reading Interurbans Blue/White ....... $200.00
I:s(t)alﬁggo n K-1406CC NYC Mikado Boxed Set........... $675.00
no .gan?_ing LARGE SELECTION OF
or seaiihg ORIGINAL K-LINE AVAILABLE
m pecify scale/gauge (2-rail or 3-rail) SEE SALE PRICES AT
and send $2 cash to> HOBBY INNOVATIONS www.easterndepot.com
Dept O ¢ PO Box 676 e Mtn. City TN 37683
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www.bachmanntrains.com
www.choochoobobs.com
www.harrisontrains.com
www.nationalrailroadworx.com
www.flexxbed.com
www.easterndepot.com
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www.hikeltrains.com
www.sceneryexpress.com
www.woodlandscenics.com

831 NW 143rp STREET, MIAMI, FL 33168 i
Tel:(305)688-8868 Fax:(305)948-0339 S%I!TO%PB%'?SIYS%'Emand Sygﬁg.gng

E-Mail:rtrtrains@aol.com 50-1003 TIU Track INTerFace Unm  174.99

www.ReadyToRollTrains.com 50-1004 AIU Accessory Interrace U 104.99
Order Line:1-877-RTR-TRNS(787-8767) 50-1009 MINI-TO-MINI CABLE 9.99

Call for Summer/Fall Hours 50-1014 WIRING TERMINAL BLOCK ~ 24.99

MOUNTAINS -- TREES -- TUNNELS i
SCENERY ITEMS -- ACCESSORIES MTH MEGA STATION 301019 PS2.0Barery Crarcen 19.99
BRING YOUR LAYOUT TO LIFE FULL LINE TRAIN STORE - WE'VE GOT IT ALL 50.1032 TIU - LEGACY CABLE  24.99

OODLAND SCENICS BUILT & READY BUILDINGS

5841 $99.99 5842 $99.99 5843 $99.99 5852 $127.95 5844 $109.99 5845 $115.99 5846 $115.99
LUBENER's HARRISON's J.W. THE DEPOT CORNER COUNTRY DEUCE's
GENERAL STORE HARDWARE COBBLER *NEW** EMPORIUM STORE EXPANSION BIKE SHOP

5847 $124.99 5848 $129.99 5849 $124.99 5850 $109.99 5851 $115.99
DAVENPORT MORRISON's ETHYL's SULLY's J. FRANK's
DEPT. STORE DOOR FACTORY GAS & SERVICE TAVERN GROCERY

FREE SHIPPING WITH THE PURCHASE OF THREE OR MORE BUILDINGS
WOODLAND SCENICS FIGURES & SCENERY ACCENTS

TRAIN MECHANICS 18.49 2732 BYSTANDERS 18.49 2747 RAIL WORKERS 20.99 2758 PARK BENCHES

TRAIN PERSONNEL  18.49 2733 ENGINEERS 19.49 2748 WELDERS & ACCESSORIES 19.99 2759 PEOPLE SITTING
TRACK WORKERS 18.49 2734 HOBOS 18.49 2749 PARK BUMS 20.99 2760 SHOOTIN' HOOPS
HOLSTEIN COWS 19.49 2736 POLICEMEN 18.49 2750 FARMERS MARKET 20.99 2761 ROAD CREW

DOGS & CATS 18.49 2737 BLACK BEARS 19.49 2751 GONE FISHING 20.99 2762 ROAD CREW DETAIL
TOMBSTONES 19.49 2738 DEER 19.49 2752 BICYCLE BUDDIES 20.99 2763 PEDESTRIANS
CHECKER PLAYERS 18.49 2739 ASSORTED CRATES 20.99 2753 MASONRY WORKERS 20.99 2764 STREET ACCESSORIES
FULL FIGURED FOLKS 18.49 2740 NEWSSTAND 19.49 2754 CAMPERS 20.99 2765 BACKYARD BARBEQUE
DOCK WORKERS 19.49 2742 CITY WORKERS 19.99 2755 CANOERS 20.99 2766 MISCELLANEOUS FREIGHT
GENERAL PUBLIC 18.49 2743 JUG BAND 19. 99 2756 FAMILY FISHING 20.99 2767 HEREFORD COWS
PASSENGERS 18.49 2744 WORKERS w/F 2757_DEPOT WORKERS 20.99 2768_PEQPLE & PETS

MILLER ENGINEERING--LIGHTWORKS ILLUMINATED ANIMATED SIGNS

MANY MORE AVAILABLE CALL US 4982 BUDWEISER 27.99 9782 NOISE R US FIREWORKS
RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY ~ 39.99 5061 ROUTE 66 37.49 9881 DEKAYS DENTAL SUPPLY
BORDENS DAIRY 39.99 5071 CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS  39.99 9981 SHERWIN WILLIAM PAINT
COPPERTONE 39.99 5181 TEXACO 42.99 88-0101 LARGE CRACKER JACK
HEINZ 39.99 5281 BETHLEHEM STEEL 29.99 44-0102 SMALL CRACKER JACK
LAS VEGAS 26.39 5381 FIRESTONE 39.99 88-0151 LARGE A&P
I.F.ART & SONS SEPTIC 36.79 5481 OK USED CARS 39.99 44-0152 SMALL A&P
DRIVE-IN THEATER 44.79 5681 GREYHOUND BUS 31.99 88-0251 SCRANTON THE ELECTRIC CITY
SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT 45.49 5882 GREYHOUND BUS 31.99 88-0301 LIONEL ROADSIDE BILLBOARD
YMCA 28.99 6061 MORTON SALT 39.99 88-0351 LIONEL BILLBOARD
ATLAS MOVING 27.49 6071 ESSO 43.49 88-0401 MTH BILLBOARD
WESTERN AUTO 27.49 6081 GULF 43.49 88-0451 LARGE ZENITH
BREYERS ICE CREAM 24.99 6281 SALVATION ARMY 39.99 88-0452 SMALL ZENTIH
DR PEPPER 27.49 7061 PLANTERS PEANUTS 39.99 88-0551 LARGE "BLUE" SANTA FE
GENERAL ELECTRIC 39.99 7071 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 39.99 44-0552 SMALL "BLUE" SANTA FE
DOMINO SUGARS 39.99 7081 BOWLING ALLEY 27.49 88-0601 DENVER RIO GRANDE
CLARK 37.49 7582 REXALL DRUG 24.99 44-0602 SMALL DENVER RIO GRANDE
YMCA 28.99 7781 SHELL 45.49 88-0651 ENTRANCE SIGN VARIOUS
SUNOCO 39.99 7881 H&C COFFEE 27.49 88-0801 DRUNKEN CLAM
REDDY KILOWATT 39.99 7981 WHITE FUEL CORP 27.49 44-0852 SMALL LIFESAVERS NoOT 3-D
REDDY KILOWATT 23.99 8061 MILLER HIGH LIFE 39.99 44-0902 SMALL KODAK NOT 3-D
UNION STATION 39.99 8071 RCA VICTOR "DOG" 39.99 88-0951 LARGE AMERICAN FLYER
UNION STATION 26.39 8081 BARBER POLE 31.99 88-1001 4 SEASONS HEATING & COOLING
WONDER BREAD 39.99 8281 AMTRAK 37.49 88-1011 LARGE MADISON HARDWARE
AMERICAN FLAG 42.99 8581 BLUE DIAMOND MFG 27.49
PABST BLUE RIBBON  45.49 8681 SANDPIPER LOUNGE 27.49
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 39.99 8781 CITGO 27.49
PENNSYLVANIA 39.99 8881 RYLIE's RADIO REPAIR 27.49
CASTROL MOTOROIL 39.99 8981 GALAXY DRIVE-IN 27.49
LUV SHACK 28.99 9061 PENNZOIL 42.99
NEW YORK CENTRAL 39.99 9071 JESUS SAVES 28.99
MOBILGAS 39.99 9081 GALAXY TOOL & DIE 27.49
4.5v DC POWER SUPPLY 16.99 9181 STANDARD PLUMBING SUPPLY 27.49
6-SIGN POWER CONVERTER  12.99 9282 CITY LIGHT & POWER 22.99
10-POSIT PWR DIST BLOCK 15.99 9381 I.C.SPARKS & SONS WELDING  27.49
SAUER's VANILLA 29.99 9481 PATRIOT FLAG Co. 27.49 88-0851 LARGE 3-D LIFESAVERS
BUDWEISER 39.99 9581 ARCTIC REFRIGERATION 27.49 88-0901 LARGE 3-D KODAK

Custom Painting Available  Prices listed are for mail order only and subjecto to change. Quantities are limited. Not responsible for errors in printing. Florida residents add tax.
By "JIMBO's" Non-refundable UPS shipping charges additional; minimum shipping charge $9.00. 10-Day returns for unused goods; 15% restocking fee.
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www.readytorolltrains.com
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www.thetrainshop.com
www.thetrainshop.com
www.rrtrack.com

Serious Buyer

Travels anywhere to buy train collections!

Long time advertiser buying electric trains!
Specializing in larger train collections and estates.

Will travel anywhere for larger train collections.
In business for over 25 years.
Offers professionalism, confidentiality, and fairness.

Easy to deal with, and very honest!
Please contact Charles Siegel personally by phone, fax, letter, or e-mail.

Charles P. Siegel 321.799.4005

387 Imperial Blvd., Suite 2, Cape Canaveral, FI 32920 Fax 321.799.4044

Email: frainman@ftraincity.com Web site: www.traincity.com
Charles Siegel is president and buyer for Train City, Inc.
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www.dunhamstudios.com
www.traincity.com
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www.grzyboskitrains.com

MTH Premier SD70ACe

Review and Photos by George Brown

For this issue I had the pleasure of reviewing not only the
1:48 scale MTH Premier model of the EMD SD70ACe but also
the scale model of the GE Dash-8, both wearing BNSF colors.
The SD70ACe was decorated in the latest BNSF Heritage III
colors, or what is colloquially called the “swoosh” paint scheme,
while the Dash-8 wore the road’s earlier Heritage II livery. I find
both paint schemes equally attractive especially with their silver
trucks, fuel tank, and
underpinnings.

Because both of

the MTH models
were nearly identi-
cal in construction,
operating features,
and their respective
levels of details,
I’ll concentrate
on the SD70ACe
primarily because
we’ve not reviewed
a scale model of this
locomotive in the
recent past. A sidebar
presents the Premier
Dash-8, which we
have reviewed in the
past but with Proto-
Sound 2.0.

As with all of today’s MTH O gauge locomotives, the
SD70ACe includes the Proto-Sound 3.0 electronics package,
which features operation under either MTH’s proprietary DCS or
the open-source DCC. Our evaluation sample also featured hi-rail
wheels on the Proto-Scale 3-2 trucks that can be easily converted

for operation on 3-rail or 2-rail track. A version of the SD70ACe
equipped with scale wheels is also available from MTH.

Prototype Notes

The 4300-hp SD70ACe has its origin in EMD’s SD70 and

SD70MAC, but with the exception of the proven radial steer-

ing trucks, the new

engine shares little

visual relationship

with its predeces-

sors. The locomo-

tive was completely

reengineered for

crew comfort and

visibility in addition

to reliability and

simplified mainte-

nance. Its under-

frame is all new with

electrical cables on

one side and plumb-

ing on the other.

Aficionados of late-

model EMD power

will likely recognize

the SD70ACe’s

overall architecture with the huge radiator housing of Conrail’s

5000-hp SD80 and the moribund 6000-hp SD90. As was

also introduced on those high-horsepower units, the dynamic

braking equipment on the SD70ACe is at the back of the unit

where the associated noise and heat are separated from the cab
and crew.
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Starting tractive effort is a monstrous
191,000 pounds with a respectable con-
tinuous tractive effort of 157,000 pounds
at 12 mph. The SD70AC¢’s prime mover
is the third generation of EMD’s familiar
two-stroke 16-cylinder 710—each cylin-
der displaces 710 cubic inches. Although
the microprocessor-controlled 710 was
EMD’s game plan for meeting EPA emis-
sions standards from Tier 2 up through
Tier 4, that didn’t work out. Because the
prime mover failed to meet the Tier 4 stan-
dards, production of new units built for
service in the United States was stopped
in January 2015. However, Tier 3-com-
pliant SD70ACe units built before 2015
continue to ply U.S. rails hauling freight
trains for their respective roads.

Construction and Features

In keeping with the traditional archi-
tecture for O gauge diesel locomotives,
a molded ABS body shell mounts on a
stamped steel frame with the electron-
ics package, motors, and fan-driven
smoke unit located inside the body shell.
Underneath the frame are die-cast trucks
and pilots plus the fuel tank with its oblig-
atory speaker for the sound system. The
sidebar lists the features and details for the
SD70ACe, which by the way are the same
for the Dash-8.

In addition to the BNSF livery,
this MTH release of the SD70ACe also
includes Union Pacific’s Chicago North
Western heritage colors and the special
George Bush 41 commemorative unit.
Two different Electro-Motive demon-
strator color schemes are also available on



dealer shelves. For the O gauge railroader
who wants multiple units in the same liv-
ery, each BNSF or UP CNW heritage unit
sports one of three cab numbers.

Manual controls for the locomotive are
located underneath the removable radiator
housing. These controls include two slide
switches for selecting operation on 3-rail
or 2-rail track using DCS or DCC plus
two potentiometers for manually setting
the sound volume and smoke density.

The walkways, which are part of the
body shell, have a nonslip pattern molded
into them. On each pilot, the steps have a
pattern of small dimples that simulate the
safety perforations on the real locomotive’s
steps. While on the topic of the pilots, I
especially liked the simulated MU control
cables coiled under each end. On each of
the SD’s two opening crew doors, one on
the nose and the other at the right rear
corner of the cab, a handle made from wire
holds the door closed or unlatches it.

As to the model’s paint and decora-
tion, they are quintessential MTH—flaw-
less! And, inside the cab is an industrial
green shroud that hides the front motor
and flywheel from view.

At Trackside

Before setting any new Proto-Scale 3-2
locomotive on the track for its initial run,
I always check its control switches for the
proper setting in addition to checking lubri-
cation on the trucks. They were set for 3-rail
DCS operation, but I've heard several cases
where one or both of these switches were
set to some other positon. Naturally, the
engines didn’t behave as expected, which
was understandably upsetting to their

new owners. The quick start guide that’s
included with each MTH engine explains
the switch settings as well as how to con-
figure the power pickup at the trucks for
3-rail or 2-rail operation.

With the exception of a short run
under direct transformer control just to
confirm conventional operation, all my
time with the SD70ACe, and also the
Dash-8, was spent in DCS operation.
That’s where all the operating features
of Proto-Sound 3.0 are available. Well, I
typically use a fairly small subset of these
features, primarily the Proto-Doppler,
and I even shut the smoke unit off.

The sound recording of the EMD
16-710 prime mover in startup is fabu-
lous, as is the five-chime horn. Actually,
I found all the sound recordings of the
locomotive in operation are excellent
and realistic.

When the locomotive is stopped
but ready to move forward, the head-
light is dimmed and the cab lights are
on. Upon putting the locomotive into
forward motion, the cab lights go out,
the ditch lights go on, and the headlight
turns bright.

In motion, the SD70ACe is again
quintessential MTH, which is to say
responsive, smooth, and mechanically
quiet. With the sound shut off, the only
noise emission was from the wheels on
my nickel silver rails. I encountered zero
problems running the BNSF #9378
on my O72 and O54 curves and O72
switches. On a temporary O45 loop
of track, the big SD performed well.
Of course with a locomotive that is
approximately a scale 74" long, it
looks best on wider curves. And with
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MTH SD70ACe
Features and Details

-DCS, Proto-Sound 3, and DCC receiver/
decoder electronics

- Freight Yard Proto-Effects

-Fan-driven ProtoSmoke unit with variable
output

- Dual DC can motors with flywheels

- Metal worms and drive gears

* Hi-rail or scale wheels

* Four traction tires on hi-rail wheel version

- Fixed pilots on scale wheel version

- Proto-Scale 3-2 for 3-rail or 2-rail operation

- Separate sand pipes and brake system on trucks

- Owner-installed snowplow

- Kadee compatible coupler mounting pads

- Wire handrails and grab irons

-Wire MU control cables and coupler cut levers

- Separate underframe details

- Separate warning horns, air conditioner, sand
fill pipes

* Metal handrail stanchions

* Movable roof fans

- See-through grilles and vents

- Coil-operated Proto-Coupler both ends

* Prototypical rule 17 lighting

- Directional LED headlights

* [lluminated cab interior and number boards

- Painted crew figures

- Operating ditch lights

*Minimum 042 curves (3-rail) or 42” radius
curves (2-rail)




The Dash-8 and the DCS Lashup

Our other evaluation sample for this review was the MTH 20-20417-1
Premier Dash-8 with a retail price of $499.95. The prototype for the model was
GE's earlier 8-40CW and not the later ES44AC. In overall length, the Dash-8
model is slightly shorter than the SD70ACe at 18~ over couplers and 17-1/4"
between end sills and is also a pound lighter. As a result, the Dash-8's tractive
effort is less than the SD's at 2 pounds, 1 ounce, which is still a respectable
number for pulling power.

As on the SD, two pickup rollers are under each truck of the Dash-8, and manual
operating controls are beneath the removable radiator housing. With the exception of
the nonopening crew doors on the Dash-8, its operating features are identical, and
its performance numbers are proportional to those of the SD70ACe.

Inaddition to BNSF, the Dash-8 in this release is also available in Conrail, CSX, and
Norfolk Southern liveries. With models of two contemporary diesel locomotives deco-

rated in the colors for the same railroad, did | run the Dash-8 together with the SD70ACe
in a DCS lashup? You bet | did! And were the two BNSF freight haulers spectacular
together? Yes they were!

As an added visual treat, the Dash-8 and SD70ACe coupled closely to each
other. About the only elements missing were the train lines and MU cables that
connect full-scale diesels together in a multiunit consist.

The train was a 20-car mixed freight similar to those we regularly see on nearby
BNSF rails. Most of the cars were weighted so the train was heavy and continuously
running through three of the four curves on the editorial Carpet Central Railroad. With
the awesome combined pulling power of well over four pounds from the pair of MTH
diesels, the train could have been a lot longer and heavier, but it was limited by the
aggregate length of my 072 loop. Regardless of the length of the train, the BNSF pair
was a thrilling sight with an electrifying sound.
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the smooth-acting Proto-Coupler and predictable low-speed
operation, switching cars in and out of the editorial Carpet
Central Railroad’s industrial sidings was as enjoyable as it comes.

To a number of O gauge railroaders, the smoke unit is
figuratively and literally the center piece to a diesel locomotive. If
you’ve never before seen an MTH diesel in action with its smoke
unit volume set to maximum, the density of the white vapor that’s
blown out of the exhaust stack borders on unbelievable. The best
part is this volume can be controlled to just about any level from
extremely dense to none. The fact that the locomotive is from
MTH says it all.

At the End of the Run

To say that I enjoyed my time with both the MTH Premier
SD70ACe and the Dash-8 is a major understatement. Each of
these models is an outstanding representative of contemporary
motive power modeled in 1:48 scale and each one earned my
Green Aspect Award for clear track ahead.

20-20426-1 BNSF SD70ACe

Retail price: $499.95 at MTH dealers

M.T.H. Electric Trains; www.mthtrains.com

MTH SD70ACe DCS Performance
(smoke unit: off; sound: on; speed control: on)
Length: ~ 18-7/8" over couplers
18-1/4" between end sills
Distance Between Locomotive Pickup Rollers:
1st and 2nd: 3~
1st and 3rd: 11-5/8”
1st and 4th: 14-5/8"
Weight on Driving Wheels: 6 1bs, 9 0z
Power Consumption at Idle @ 18 VAC: 0.12A,2W
Tractive Effort @ 18 VAC: 2 Ibs, 7 0z @ 5.1A, 92 W
Minimum Sustained Speed @ 18 VAC: 3 scale mph @ 0.9A, 16 W
Maximum Tested Speed @ 18 VAC: 60 scale mph @ 1.8A, 32W
Power Transformer: Lionel ZW-L
Command System: MTH DCS Version 4.20; TUI powered by MTH Z-500
Test Train
15-car mixed freight; train weight 13 Ibs; pull to move train 7 oz;

recent-production O scale cars from various manufacturers
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www.mthtrains.com
www.trainz.com/ogr
www.trainz.com/ogr

DRY TRANSFER LETTERING
IVES, AMERICAN FLYER,

PRE & POST WAR LIONEL"™

A LIONEL LICENSED PRODUCT

Modern Toy Train Paris JD’'s Trains

www.mttponline.com

Giant Sale

After 10 years of selling trains, I've

CALL OR WRITE FOR COMPLETE LIST * Lionel Factory Trained Service Tech accumulated a lot of inventory and it's
* We do Lionel Warranty Repair time to start moving it out! Only at:
CUSTOM DRY TRANSFERS idstrai
« TMCC Upgrades www.jastrains.com
J & A H « Electric Railroad Kits New items added weekly. FREE SHIP-
OBBIES PING within the Continental US on
4479 MARSH ROAD WAYNESBORO, PA 17268 orders over $200 (excluding track).

JD’s Trains, Inc
phone:(567) 424-6604 7267 Olive Bivd

. : St. Louis, MO 63130
e-mail:mttp6@hotmail.com sales@jdstrains.com, Sorry no phone

717-762-2242

e-mail:warnick@pa.net

contact us:

Arkansas Traveler
i 3D to Scale

. . Made in the USA usin
Come see us! * Available for group meetings! 3-D printer technobgg,

Hobbies

*5.95 - *9.95

* Located in an historic 1915 MOPAC brick Depot.
* Operating layouts in multiple scales and MORE!
* See over fifty UP mainline trains pass daily!

MOPAC DEPOT

400 E. Market Street

Bald Knob, AR 72010
ph:501-RAILFAN (724-5326)
fax: 501-RAILS4U (724-5748)
e-mail:athtrains@yahoo.com 107 Karl St. Berea, OH 44017

High Detail Design
1:50 Scale

wwwi harryhiekefcom

From Any Manufacturer’s Kit Street
“Just Like Real” mm}jbma
207.564,0705]
\www.modelrailscenes’com|

ASSEMBLED BUILDINGS IScenes)
j7{Green]

Model Building Services

Models Built By St Gralnik o
264 Marrett Rd., Lexington, MA 02421-7024 ordab = onS|te T s
(781) 860-0554 - mm
E-mail:stu@modelbuildingservices.com gtiand builtyweathered{and|

Web site: www.modelbuildingservices.com [YWeekly rates/available
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mailto:warnick@pa.net
www.facebook.com/pages/Arkansas-Traveler-Hobbies-LLC/132207226823512
www.harryhieke.com
www.modelbuildingservices.com
www.mttponline.com
www.jdstrains.com
www.dhsdiecast.com
www.royztrains.com
www.modelrailscenes.com
www.bridgeboss.com

425-828-4098 Eastside Trains Inc. eastsidetrains@msn.com

Fax 425-803-0456 217 Central Way Online at www.eastsidetrains.com
Toll Free 877-857-7246 Kirkland, WA 98033

LIONEL MTH TRAINS

11139 Milw 2-8-2 Mikado w/TMCC 749.00 31753 G.N. #2551W Frt Set Closeout! 449.00 14491 |Pennsy 0-6-0 B-6 Switcher w/PS 2 399.95
11152 D&RG Lionmaster Challenger 829.95 31775 #1565 Burlington GP-7 Pass Set 389.00 15501 |Pennsy 4-6-2 K-4 Frt Set 549.95
11181 C.N. GP-9 Piggy Back Set w/Legacy 699.95 31778 #1484WS Hudson Pass Set 389.00 15611 |Pennsy 6-8-6 S-2 Turbine w/PS 2.0 449.95
11201 'W.M. 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/Legacy 849.00 31783 BNSF Ice Cold Express Set 895.00 15631 |N.P. 4-8-4 Northern w/PS 399.95
11218 |NYC Scale Hudson #5331 Gray Vision | 1,599.95 31787 C.N. Coal Train Set w/Legacy 799.95/15741 B&O 4-4-0 General wiPS 3.0 369.95
11235 Westside Lumb 2-Truck Shay 859.9534737  |N.P. GP-9 #202 w/Legacy 449.95 25581 |U.P. Dash-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 369.00
11259 U.P. 2-8-2 Mikado w/Legacy 849.00 34738 N.P. GP-9 #317 w/Legacy 449.95 26431 |U.P. Dash 8 Narrow Nose w/PS 2 399.00
11261 DMS&IR 2-8-2 Mikado w/Legacy 849.00 38305 #2338 Milw GP-7 Diesel 179.00 27661 UP SD-60M Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00
11270 G.N. 2-6-0 Mogul w/RS 529.9538308  #2146WS Berk Madison Set 459.95/28051 |Alaska GP-38-2 w/PS 2.0 399.95
11288 T&P 2-8-2 wiLegacy 849.00 38310  #2185W NYC F3 AA Freight Set 479.99/29021 |G.N. GP-35 Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00
11330 Polar RR K-4 wilLegacy 799.95 38312 #2343 SF F3 AA 399.99 29131 |G.N. SD45 LH Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00
11343 U.P. #9000 4-12-2 w.Legacy 1,229.95 38324 |#2507W N/H F-3 Freight w/5 Cars 439.00/29351 |G.N. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00
11417 Pennsy #6200 S-2 w/Legacy 1,259.95 38328 #1623W N.P. Frt Set wiLeg. Closeout 479.95 31681 |UP 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/PS 2 1,395.00
11419 S.P. Blk GS-2 #4412 w/Legacy 1,299.95 38329  #2261W Freight Set (646 w/5 Cars) 479.95/34831 |S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 1,049.95
11421 'S.P. GS-6 #4460 w/Legacy 1,299.95 38338  |#2129WS Berk Freight Set 549.95 34851 |S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 1,049.95
11425 Alaska 0-4-0 Switcher 439.95/38358 #2239 |.C. F-3 Frt. Set 549.00 34931 |U.P. 3-Truck Shay w/PS 2.0 1,049.95
11427 |S.P. 0-4-0 Switcher 439.95/38419  |U.P. U30C #2918 w/Legacy 499.00/34991 |G.N. 4-8-4 w/Ps 3.0 #2579 1,049.00
11428 Milw 0-4-0 (Conv) Multi Roads Avail 439.95/38420  U.P. U30C #2897 w/Legacy 499.00/35001 |G.N. 4-8-4 Pass Set w/4 Mad Cars | 1,149.95]
11430 G.N. 0-4-0 (Conventional) 439.95/38421 N.P U33C #3305 w/Legacy 499.00/35011 |G.N. 4-8-4 w/Ps 3.0 #2584 1,049.00
28297 S.P. GP-9 Diesel w/Legacy 379.9538422  |N.P. U33C #3307 w/Legacy 499.00/200341 N.P. GP-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.95
28312 B.N. SD60 #8301 w/Legacy 479.95/38426  |C of G #126 GP-7 w/Legacy 429.95/200343 N.P. GP-9 Dummy Unit 189.95]
28374 |S.P. #1865 Heritage SD70ACe 479.95/38427  |C of G #128 GP-7 w/Legacy 429.95/202851 BNSF ES44AC w/PS 3.0 459.95
28376 Mopac #1851 Heritage SD70ACe 479.95/38437 L.l H16-44 w/Legacy 479.95/202911 S.F. GP-35 w/PS 3.0 439.95
28377 Rio Grande #1870 Heritage SD70ACe 479.95/38441 U.P. H16-44 w/Legacy 479.95/202941 B.N. SD-45 w/PS 3.0 459.95
29364 NYC Mohawk Frt Set 1,299.95 38458 Pennsy RS-11 w/Legacy 459.95/203011 Amtrak Genesis Diesel w/PS 3 459.95
29365 N&W "J" #611 w/4 Passenger Cars 1,899.95 38464  |Alaska #3602 RS-11 w/Legacy 459.95/203881 N.P. F-7 ABA Diesel Set w/PS 3 749.95
29366 S.P. Tank Train Oil Can Set 699.95/38467  Alaska #3607 RS-11 Dummy 239.95 204121 Milw SD40-2 Diesel w/PS 3 449.95
30145 |Candian Maple Leaf Frt Set 499.95/82269 N.P. 4-6-0 Ten Wheeler w/Legacy 799.95204131 B.N. GP-30 Diesel w/PS 3 449.95
31746 G.N. Mountain Mover Set w/TNT 299.95 X Lionel (Mult. Roads) 779.00 204211 BNSF Dash 8 Diesel Frt Set w/PS 3 729.95

Interested in Advertising in this Magazine?

Call 1-800-980-6477

to Find Out More!
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www.eastsidetrains.com
www.z-stuff.net
www.troutcreekeng.com

Have a

Fun

Train
Season!

MTH, Atlas O & Lionel

Call us for pricing on
all your purchases!

Located on the Monon Trail
146 W. Carmel Drive
Carmel, Indiana 46033

Call 317.569.1999

mrmuffinstrains.org

Lantz Hobby Shop

Toll Free Orders
(855) 253-2711

www.wholesaletrains.com
facebook.com/pages/Lantz-Hobby-Shop-Inc

LANTZ HOBBY SHOP INC.
3312 SOUTH MAIN STREET
HORSEHEADS NY 14845
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www.mrmuffinstrains.org
www.wholesaletrains.com
www.henningstrains.com
www.legacystation.com
www.modelcrafters.com
www.dallee.com

“Spice up your holiday traditions with Mega-Steam”

» .
IT'S MEGA-STEAM oo
Christmas Pine

Smoke Fluid Hot Chocolate

Bayberry Holiday

50 PREMIUM SCENTS AVAILABLE!!! Candy Cane
Christmas Berry
« Superior smoke output Gingerbread
* Quick dissipation -- does not fog up your trainroom
« Safe in ALL manufacturer’s smoke units
* Proudly Made in the U.S.A. by train hobbyists
* Using only the purest & finest ingredients under strict quality control M si
« Celebrating 12 years of service to the hobby 1.8m a."y 1zes
« Known as “World’s Finest Smoke Fluid” Chip
$5.00 per 20z dropper bottle $16 per 8oz refill bottle
Shipping charges as posted on our website or call for current rates.

MEGA-STEAM ° 11 Out of Bounds Road
Palmyra, VA 22963 * email:jkmegasteam@aol.com
For Visa / MC orders and info:

www.megasteam.com (434) 589-2660 *10am to 6pm EST

Nano
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www.scenerysheets.com
www.mariostrains.com
www.miannebenchwork.com
www.megasteam.com
www.modeltechstudios.com
www.modeltechstudios.com
www.finishedmodels.com
www.modeltrainsoftware.com

The ultimate Christmas tree layout

How about a Lionel train actually running in the tree? Bill shows how it is done.

Tnains inThe Jree

Article by Bill Henning

Eich year during December our town of Lansdale,
Pennsylvania, hosts the Holiday Trees Display event that features
30-plus Christmas trees, each decorated by various local busi-
nesses and community organizations. A lot of creativity goes into
these displays with all of the participants trying to capture atten-
tion while promoting and representing their business or organiza-
tion. The general public is invited to view all of the decorated tree
displays and encouraged to vote for a favorite. There is no big prize
other than bragging rights and some nice community recognition.

We put together a Christmas tree display each year featuring
Lionel trains to represent and promote our local family business:
Henning’s Trains, a model railroad shop started in 1939 by my
grandfather, Harry Henning. Ours is typically your standard train
layout under a tree, although each year the train display gets a little
more involved than the year before. After winning first place for a
few years, I am proud to say, I had elected not to be in the voting
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Photos by Ron Lego, Sr. and Bill Henning

competition. I figured it was time to let someone else win, but we
would still participate and continue to do a great display.

Despite all that, I wanted to try something really different—to
have a train not only circle the tree but to actually climb it as well,
much like the train climbing the snow-covered mountain in Chris
Van Allsburg’s 7he Polar Express. Then the train would come back
down to do it over again and again for all to enjoy.

With sketchpad, pencil, ruler, and calculator in hand, I
started work on the design. I used Lionel FasTrack for this project
because of its simplicity, good track contacts, and its good-looking
plastic ballast base. After a week of attempts at creating a consis-
tent five-level spiral, I was successful, at least on paper. The train
started its climb at 1” per foot circling O84 track first followed
by 072, 060, 048, 036, and then curving within itself to start
its descent back down the tree. The full descent was comprised of
O36 curves at a steeper grade of 1" per 9-1/2".



The tree consisted of six vertical sheets
of plywood cut and arranged to form the
basic framework. These six sheets sup-
ported horizontal curved track support
sections that held the track. The design and
dimensions of those six vertical sections
were definitely the toughest part and the
key to making this whole thing work.

I carefully sketched on each piece of
plywood where it needed to be cut and
used a reciprocating saw to cut everything
out. I used 5/8” press board because it was
relatively inexpensive and light. I lettered
each of the vertical base track sections A
through F.

Six angle brackets were made from
1"x 1/8"x 18" steel strips bent in half at 60
degrees, one to go in between each of the
six sections. These got bolted to the base
towards the center and held the bottom of
the six sections together.

As far as holding the top of these
together, they lock down with the 37"
diameter circular “wagon wheel” used
for the O31 loop at the top of the tree.
I cut out what looks like wheel spokes to
create open areas for weight loss and to
provide plenty of room for electrical cords
for tree lights that would be added later.
Pie-shaped blocks were screwed under
the wagon wheel that created slots for the
top of each vertical section to fit in. A few
screws held that in place.

Using the track as a template and
following my track diagram, I created
the horizontal track support sections. My
track plan started at the bottom of vertical
section A with the O84 curve. I traced
both edges of the plastic ballast on a sheet
of plywood and then added an inch to
each side. The length of each curve track
support was made a little longer than 120
degrees, which allowed me to trim the one
end, as needed, as I fit each track support
onto the vertical sections.

A 6" piece of 1x4 was attached on each
side of the vertical sections under the track
supports to provide something to screw
into. I started at vertical section A. The
first track support went from A to C. The
second went from C to E, E to A, and A
to C, which started the second level. This
continued on to the top and then back
down, trimming, fitting, and installing
one piece at a time. When back at the
bottom, a couple of straight sections were
used to go from the inside of the tree back
to the outside where the train would begin
the climb again.

The process begins with planning...a good bit of planning if you're starting from scratch.

Here’s a plan for vertical section A. There are separate plans for each of the six sections, and those interested in
constructing a train tree like this one can find the full set of plans on the OGR On-Line Forum at www.ogaugerr.com.
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Six vertical sections of plywood make up the primary supporting structure.
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Horizontal track section supports are added using actual sections of track as a template.
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Small shelves are incorporated at various locations to hold a variety of Department 56 ceramic buildings.

With track in place, a lone Lionel Polar Express Berkshire sans tender and cars are used to conduct a test run.
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While T was cutting each of the
required 27 track support sections, I incor-
porated small shelves to hold Department
56 lighted buildings. I arranged them as I
went along and had to make sure they were
between the six vertical sections so there
would be ample clearance for the build-
ings, especially as things got tighter going
up the tree. As [ was going along, I set the
track in place to make sure everything was
aligned as planned.

Once the track supports were screwed
down and the track was in place, though
not yet screwed down, it was time for the
first test run. I was a little nervous. A lot
of work had gone into this so far, and
I was already questioning my sanity for
even starting this project as scrap pieces
of plywood and sawdust littered the entire
garage. With the steep decline visibly next
to the incline, the grades were visually
exaggerated, and it was looking more like
a roller coaster. With no guardrails or
anything else on either side of the track,
derailments were not an option. After
connecting a couple of wires to a Lionel
CW-80 transformer, I was ready for the
test run of a Lionel No. 1225 Polar Express
Berkshire. A little nerve racking, but it
worked great!

One obstacle that became obvious was
controlling the locomotive’s speed going
up and down the tree. I talked with a few
electrical wizards (I admittedly am not
one) about the issue and came away with a
few different recommendations that called
for diodes, regulators, contact breaker
thingies, or adding a cruise control circuit
to the locomotive—most were more than
I wanted to tackle. I wanted to keep things
simple and eventually found my solution
of one transformer for going up and a
second transformer for going down. A
couple of 1-3/8” insulated center-rail track
sections separated the two.

Naturally, the whole thing got painted
green. One downside with the press board
is it really absorbs the paint. After a few
hours and a couple quarts of paint, and
with time running out, I got some green
spray paint and spray-bombed the whole
thing. Boy! That went a lot quicker and
looked great, but after a year, the garage is
still painted green from overspray.

After the paint dried, it was time to
work on transforming this thing from
a modern art sculpture into a credible
Christmas tree. I had an artificial tree
that could supply some branches, but it



Once | was satisfied with the configuration and operational characteristics, the framework was painted an

appropriate tree green color.

was obvious one tree wasn’t going to be
enough, so I confiscated a second tree
from my brother. That gave me 125
branches to work with. Next time I set
this thing up, I will look for a third tree
because it still needs more branches. To
hold the branches, I cut 4” lengths of
2x2, drilled a hole in the top to hold the
branch, and mounted them to the vertical
sections. I staggered the locations accord-
ing to the branch length and height on
the tree. It took a while to get it to look
natural—kind of like putting together a
very large flower arrangement.

Once that was done, I pulled all the
branches and track off and disassembled
the tree into three main sections. This

allowed moving everything through a 48"
wide door opening to the location where
the tree was to be displayed. Reassembly
of the track and branches took quite some
time. We first got the track wired and
screwed down. Then we positioned the
buildings and ran cords all over the place.
Next time I need to get more green exten-
sion cords and green cords with bulbs for
the buildings because it was tough to hide
white wires with this setup. I also made
a couple of trips to the store for more
Christmas tree lights. I underestimated
how many lights a 9" diameter by 10’
high tree uses.

The top of my tree had an O31 circle
of track for running a separate train. This
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Some 125 branches used on this tree are anchored in
place via holes drilled in 4 lengths of 2x2 lumber.

This shows how each branch is attached to the framework.

The tree is shaping up nicely at this point, but there’s
still a lot of work to do.



The completed tree is a major attraction to store visitors and a very effective seasonal promotion for Lionel trains.
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was powered by a third transformer. For
that track I used the Lionel Candy Cane
Commuter two-car set because at 7” high
a trolley just seemed to get lost up there.
In the center of that circle, I added a piece
of PVC pipe mounted in a block of wood
to hold the top section of the artificial
tree that I robbed the branches from. This
formed the very top section of my tree.

Finally it was time for the ornaments,
all of which were train-related. We started
with about four dozen custom-painted
Lionel Christmas balls followed by
Hallmark Lionel ornaments and many
Lionel ornaments that have been made over
the years. Needing still more ornaments,
we used several train parts, including many
reproduction parts that we manufacture.
This assortment included standard gauge
wheels, transformer handles and emblems,
rockets, crossing signals, and crane booms,
among many other things. A red Lionel
caboose with a large bulb inside capped
everything as a tree topper. Meanwhile,
we surrounded the base of the tree with a
variety of Lionel boxes, accessories, cars,
and some gift-wrapped boxes.

The Lansdale Holiday Tree Displays
event continues through the month of
December and is open a couple of evenings
and Saturdays. The train being used is a
conventional-controlled Lionel O gauge
Polar Express set with three lighted passen-
ger cars. The train endures a lot of heavy
run time, constantly climbing a steep hill
in front of a lot of people. I removed the
electrical pickup assembly from one truck
on each passenger car to cut down on the
rolling drag. This eliminated one roller and
the contact tabs rubbing against the axles,
which reduced strain on the locomotive.
The Polar Express is one of two featured trains performing regular duty on this special “layout.” The passenger car lights worked fine with

just one roller. I also wrapped a thin piece
of wire around the couplers to prevent
their jaws from opening. The last thing
we needed were any runaway passenger
cars while climbing the hill. Also keeping
the loco well-oiled and the track clean was
important.

The Christmas tree train ran for many
hours up and down that tree time and
again without any problems...well almost.
With just a couple of days of display time
left, we wore the poor engine out. The
axle gear and motor just had enough. The
Berkshire slowly came to a halt. The inter-
esting part was that while the locomotive

Even more colorful than the Polar Express, an additional Lionel train in Christmas livery also serves for variety. was back at the store for a quick repair,
The motive power is rotated regularly to keep them lubricated and running smoothly. we called in the backup engine, a Lionel

The top wagon-wheel-shaped plywood section holds the top of the entire structure together and provides the oper-
ating platform for a two-car Lionel Candy Cane Commuter set.
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Appropriate for this theme tree, a cahoose provides the topper.

LionChief Polar Express. We simply turned the throttle on the
remote all the way up and relied on the transformers to provide
the speed control. The only problem was we had to push one of
the buttons on the remote once in a while or it would automati-
cally shut off after a period of time. Also, the LionChief locomo-
tive tended to lose traction occasionally while the conventionally
controlled engine didn’t—interesting]

This project was quite an undertaking, one I underestimated,
and, believe it or not, I did not decide to actually do it until late
in the game—a week before the show’s opening. So our tree went
from paper to reality within a week. But with some sleepless
nights and help from some friends, we got it finished. I have to
admit that this thing looks like, without question, a Lionel fan’s
ultimate Christmas tree. A lot of people thoroughly enjoyed
seeing it, although I am not sure who liked it more, the kids

or the adults. &

It was easy enough to notch the plywood hase to accommodate a Lionel truss bridge.

Lionel set boxes make great under-the-tree additions. At right are the two transformers used to power the layout: one for powering the train going up and the other for powering

it as it comes back down.
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Various types of ornaments are used on the tree, including commercially available Lionel hall
ornaments and miscellaneous Lionel parts and accessories such as the bag of coal and a U.S.

Navy missile.

Lionel FasTrack Specifics

Curves Straights
8-031 2-1-3/8"
38-036 2-1-3/4"
1 - 036 half 1-4-1/2"
16 - 048 4-5"

2 - 048 quarter 1-10"

1 - 048 half

16 - 060

16 - 072

24 - 084

Track placement order starting each loop at vertical section A

Incline:
Level 1:
Level 2:
Level 3:
Level 4:

1) 1-3/8",(24) 084, (4) 072, (1) 5~

12) 072, (4) 060, (1) 4-1/2~

12) 060, (3) 048, (1) 57, (1) 1-3/4"

9) 048, (1) 048 quarter, (1) 1-3/8", (2) 036, (1) 1-3/4", (1) 5~

e e e

Decline:
Level 5: (1) 036 half, (7) 036

Level 6: (8) 036

Level 7: (8) 036

Level 8: (8) 036

Level 9: (5) 036, (1) 048, (1) 048 half, (1) 57, (1) 107, (1) 048 quarter, (3) 048

About the Author

Bill Henning, father of three, started sweeping floors and
stocking shelves at an early age in the family business of
Henning’s Trains in Lansdale, Pennsylvania. After heading

in a slightly different direction and getting an architectural
degree, he spent more than a dozen years as an engineering
designer before a company layoff brought him back to the
family business. What was to be temporary fortunately turned
into a permanent career change, and Henning’s Trains has
prospered and grown since then. His engineering talents get
tested once in a while with projects such as this Christmas
tree layout. Bill is also the driver of the family owned #80
NASCAR Dirt Late Model stock car sponsored by Henning's
Trains and Lionel.
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Variation on a landscaping technique

Building Blackwrap Canyon

Article and Photos by Don McCuaig

Iim currently constructing the largest
model mountains I have ever attempted using
flexible latex rubber molds. The total area will be
about 20" long and 6" high, extending down to
3" above the floor. For this project, I'm using a
technique that I developed over the years on a
smaller O scale layout. It’s easy, fast, and best of
all looks good.
Rubber molds are, in my view, one of the
most important key pieces for building realistic
rock formations and mountains. Small molds
are available from Scenic Express and other sup-
pliers. I have certainly made good use of them
many times over a good many years. They are
very handy for small areas to add detail to a hill
or to fill in areas around larger molded rocks.
For larger rock faces, I prefer the molds offered
by Bragdon Enterprises (www.bragdonent.com). n
This supplier makes over 120 large and small
rock and stone wall molds plus everything
needed to finish realistic-looking rock faces
(Photos 1 and 2). I've had some of these molds
for years and have used them again and again.
They continue to hold up well. That said, let’s
get started.
The large mountain area I built needed a
frame of some sort. As you can plainly see in
Photo 3, I'm no carpenter, but the good news is
that none of the work done here will ultimately
be visible.
Next is to create a structural web with mask-
ing tape. You can double it up at the top or use
1x3 wooden strips here.
Now comes the big difference in my moun-
tain building as compared with other methods: I
make extensive use of a material called Blackwrap
made by Gam Products. This is a very heavy n
aluminum foil that is flac black on both sides.
I¢’s used by lighting grips in the TV and movie
industries for blocking out unwanted light. You to it. Blackwrap is so strong you can shape it in any form you want (Photo 5).
can buy it in 12" and 24" wide rolls that are Once you are satisfied with the shape of your mountains, lay a plaster
25’and 50" long (Photo 4). I buy this material layer over the Blackwrap. I mix up some plaster, such as Hydrocal, in a bucket
from a company called Filmtools in California ~ and dip half sheets of Bounty paper towels into it, making sure they are well
(www.filmtools.com). Don’t try to use regular ~ covered. Then just layer them over the Blackwrap (Photos 6 and 7). If you’re
aluminum foil because it will not hold up and  using plaster as I do, double the layer on the edges for strength. When all chis
will rip when any significant weight is applied s dry, it’s amazingly strong. You might ask why I recommend Bounty paper
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Inspiring Modelers

John Allen (1913-1973) has long been my
primary source of inspiration in the model
railroading hobby. Mountains, mountains, and
more mountains were a hallmark of this great
modeler’s Gorre & Daphetid HO scale layout. Oh,
yes, there were trains somewhere in there, too.
Another great pioneer in the hobby, Frank Ellison
(1887-1964), supported John’s approach. Frank
became well known for advocating that the layout
scene provides the stage and the trains are the
actors. I share the view that scenery should always
dominate the trains, and the railroad I'm currently
building is my tribute to John Allen.

at hobby shops. Alas, I had to use plaster of
Paris for this project because no one carries
Hydrocal on Maui, Hawaii, where I live. I
buy two or three 25-pound bags of plaster of
Paris at one of the big box hardware stores.
Again, it’s inexpensive and works amazingly
well, though not as strong as Hydrocal. Both,
when dry, are quite lightweight. That’s a good
thing if you are building something anywhere
n near the size of my mountains.

Determine how many pours you will need
for the area you are working on. Every mold
you buy can be used and oriented four ways:
right, left, up, and down. No two rocks are
exactly alike, so there is no right or wrong way
to place them. I make as many molded rocks
as I think I can use in a given area and then
add about 20 percent more (Photo 8). I'll tell
you why later.

Let the molds dry overnight and then pull
them the next day. Gently peel back the latex
rubber molds from the sides, slowly working
toward the center. The molds from Bragdon
are latex, so take care not to rip them. Freshly
molded rock is heavy and will crack if you're
not careful. Let everything dry in the sun for
a couple of days. Time varies depending on
weather conditions, but here on Maui they

“ dry fast. You will be surprised how light and

strong these rocks are when they are com-

pletely dry.
towels by brand. Well, they just seem to be stronger. I've used some other Now comes the fun part! Look at the area
brands of paper towels that fell apart when wet with plaster. Let everything  you’re going to cover with your rock work.
dry overnight, and soon you will be ready for your molds. Match rocks together. They won’t fit per-
After you select the molds you're going to use, you need to pour some-  fectly, but you can fix that in no time.
thing into them, right? Hydrocal would be the first and best choice. If you To hold the rocks in place, simply lay on
can, purchase it at a cement supply company and get the largest bag you can  a glob of joint compound (Photo 9). Keep in

find. It’s cheap and works much better than the lightweight Hydrocal you buy ~ mind that the mold will most likely not fit
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perfectly flat against your mountain.
The joint compound will hold the
molded rock in place and will fill in
any space between the rock and the
mountain.

You can always reposition or
remove a rock and replace it before
the joint compound sets up. You will
invariably have some gaps between rock
areas. Not to worry.

Remember my making those extra
rocks? This sounds terrible, but I drop
a couple of my large, beautiful molded
rocks on the cement floor of my lay-
out room. Yes, they break into small
pieces, but I use these small chunks to
fill in the areas between rocks. Think of
it as working on a jigsaw puzzle. Try
different rocks until you can fill the
space as best you can. You will still have
some small cracks, but those can be
filled with small strips of paper towels
dipped in plaster. Just push the strips
into the cracks (Photo 10). These strips
will have texture, and when dry your
mountain looks as if it is one big piece
of stone. Let everything dry for a couple
of days and give yourself a break.

At this point you have a very big and
very white mountain. I started by add-
ing some color. I'm doing the Cascade
Range, so I want a basic gray rock
color. Some stone is red, others brown,
yellow, or even some very dark gray.
Check the Internet and magazines for
color pictures of mountains you might
want to duplicate. For my gray I use
spray cans of Rust-Oleum automobile
primer. I¢’s a flat paint and works well,
but be sure to wear a spray mask when
using this stuff indoors.

Now you have a big gray mountain
instead of a big white one. You need
more detail for those molded rocks you
made. There are simple ways to high-
light the detail of rocks. Some people
use India ink diluted with alcohol. I use
Dr. Ben or Brandon Enterprises black
dry pigment, but there are many other
weathering pigments. It’s like a fine
powder. I buy a large jar of the black
and small jars of browns and rust. You
can also buy sets of these pigments and
save a few dollars. A little goes a long
way, so just start out with one of each.

First spray the area to work on with
water using a regular spray bottle. Then
take a small paintbrush and run just a
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little of the pigment across the top of
the rocks. Don’t let it dry. Spray more
water and let it run naturally down the
rocks. To finish, use a large brush with
an upward motion to get the black wash
into all the cracks.

Now step back and take a look. Add
more pigment if you think it is needed
or spray more water on the rock if you
feel it’s too dark. When everything has
dried the next day, the coloring will be
lighter, so take that into account. Don’t
worry about messing things up; you
can always go back to your auto primer
paint and start over again.

The next morning your modeled
masterpiece should be dry and dis-
playing its finished shade. I like to add
a little brown and maybe a little rust
pigment in cracks to represent the effect
of water running down in these areas
(Photo 11). Experiment with different
colors. Always wait until everything is
dry before you make any final decisions
on the color of your rocks.

Flat, relatively flat, or certain other
areas should have dirt, grass, and other
details added (Photo 12). I use Elmer’s
Multipurpose Spray Adhesive because
it stays tacky longer than other brands
I've tried. This gives more time to work
with turf. Woodland Scenics Earth
Blend and Light Green Grass works for
me. You can also add some brush and
maybe a few scrub trees.

That’s about all there is to make
your Cascade Mountains or any other
range (Photo 13). Once you get started,
you will find some other ways of doing
things. Keep in mind that you can easily
repair or replace anything and start over
with your detailing. I can pretty much
guarantee that visitors to your layout
will be impressed with your work.

A couple of other things are worth
noting about Blackwrap. You can also
use it to detail the insides of tunnels.
Simply crunch up some wrap, pull it
apart, and form the inside tunnel walls.
You can airbrush some color to it. I
staple the lip of the wrap to the wooden
floor of the tunnel, and that’s it. It will
hold its shape with no additional sup-
port. You can also use Blackwrap for
rolling hills instead of wire screen and
shape it into endless designs.

I hope this enhances your railroad
construction. Mainly, have fun! &
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A railroader's railroad

JUST BIG ENOUGH

Article, Photos, and Diagrams by Michael Lee

When it became necessary for me to
make a third work-related relocation, I was
determined to move into a house with a
large enough finished basement so I could
construct a small railroad empire. My
previous layout was smaller, not affording
much room for longer trains and some of
the scenes I would have liked to create.
I expressed this interest to my real estate
agent as we searched for houses. After
viewing over 100 houses in three days, she
soon learned that an inadequate basement
was a real deal breaker. But eventually I did
find a proper house, and after completing
my relocation, I got started with my layout
in the fall of 2010.

From an operational standpoint, I
enjoy watching the trains go around cir-
cles in a really cool-looking landscaped
environment. My previous layout had a
duckunder, and I wanted to avoid this
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going forward. I started to make a list of
items that were important to be included
before starting the design on the new lay-
out: two-track main line that would share
a siding, hidden siding behind the scenery
that would provide the illusion of trains
disappearing and new trains appearing,
staging yard(s) that could store trains out
in the open to be viewed as opposed to
hidden under the layout, track on a grade
for trains to climb, and an icing facility to
show off my 40" reefers.

I am also guilty of wanting the typical
fantasy themes for most layouts including
a trestle (Photo 1), mountains (Photo 2),
water scene (Photo 3), and station (Photo
4). The overall appearance of the layout
resembles woods with evergreens, such as
seen in Spokane, Washington.

Because I prefer to run mostly scale-
size steam engines (large and small), track

2015

radius became an important consideration
with not only O72 minimum curve
being a requirement for the large steam
engines but also having the correct spacing
between the tracks. With dreams at the
time of owning a Big Boy, center-rail-
to-center-rail distance (5” plus) became
another requirement based on limiting
myself only to 18" passenger cars for over-
hang when passing on the adjacent track.
With all this in mind and a limited space
from which to work, I used a combination
of various Ross switches and GarGraves
Flex Track for maximum flexibility.

The use of track planning software was
critical in developing a track plan from
which to build, especially one that did not
include a duckunder. Many track layout
ideas once drawn in the software could
quickly be proved or dismissed, some-
times with just a matter of inches making



a difference. The software was also helpful
in exploring the huge selection of Ross
switches in the software library. It is easier
to see what will work in a scaled environ-
ment, which the software provides, instead
of trying to guess and order the wrong
switches or build the wrong benchwork.
In the end, the layout became an
inverted dog bone of 15x 24" in overall
size with a 15" multilevel staging area
(Diagram 1). An O72 minimum radius
was used for the inside loop with an O82
minimum radius used for the outside
loop. The benchwork was built specific
to the track design as a combination of
both open-grid and tabletop design with
roughly a 30" aisle (Photo 5). The goals
were to make the layout modular so that
it could be disassembled and moved to
another location and purposely create easy
n access (2 reach) to all track work and
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Diagram 1
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scenery. I used mostly oriented strand
board (OSB) for the tabletop instead of
plywood because it is less expensive and
does not warp, but it did need to be sup-
ported more frequently. It was important
for me to use a router and also sand the
edge of the OSB to prevent cuts and splin-
ters and to paint it a neutral earth color,
thus making it look more finished.

One of my favorite parts of the track
work is the appearance of the curved
switches that allow the smooth transition
from two to three tracks (Photo 6). This
track work reminds me of being a kid
in Chicago and looking at the maze of
switches at the Illinois Central commuter
area when getting off the South Shore at
Randolph.

The layout is wired in a star pattern

H and operates DCS and TMCC systems
through the DCS remote. Initially, I could
not get the DCS signal to work. I ended
up using Susan Deat’s post on the OGR
forum about engineered filters for the
DCS signal, and this resolved my issue.
Lots of ideas for building this layout came
from the forum. Each loop is powered by
a 180W brick. This is more than enough
power to run two passenger trains of seven
cars each simultaneously with engine
smoke enabled.

I like control panels, but I wanted a
look where the switches were controlled
and indicated through a cleaner appear-
ance with toggle switches and LEDs
mounted to fit the track schematic rather
than the standard switch controllers.
I used crimp-on RJ45 connectors and
CATS5 cables to provide wiring connec-

n tions between switches and the control
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panel (Diagram 2). These connectors make
it easier to construct and to troubleshoot
when assembling the panel. A local sign
company made the vinyl schematic for
each of my control panels. Part of this
wiring effort included the creation of iso-
lated rail section blocks needed for a future
signal system. Each powered track block
is shown designated by a number with a
line through the track indicating the limits
and the color indicating its power source:
brick 1 or brick 2. Also shown is the switch
control wiring with each of the RJ45 and
CATS5 cables labeled with a prefix of “S”,
such as “S2” meaning RJ45 jack #2. I use
this system to label the wires under the
layout, and it is helpful in troubleshooting.

Although there are some better track
ballast products out there, roofing granules

n are very economical. When covered with
a brown wash, they look pretty good. My
wife, Leah, glued and colored most of the
ballast. She also carved and painted the
pink foam used in landscaping with a cut-
off wheel and hammer claw (Photo 7). She
is good at selecting appropriate colors.

I built my icing platform from wood
with the plastic ice house from Atlas and
mechanized the ice block delivery system
to allow the blocks to move back and forth
(Photos 8 and 9). The theory behind the
platform design was to accept ice delivery
by rail from the lower platform for loading
the house, with the upper platform used
for loading ice into the rail cars.

The crane was the first craftsman kit
I assembled, and I made provisions to
add a motor and rails for movement back
and forth (Photo 10). This is my favorite
structure on the layout, and I like how the

m boom is supported by the guide wires. This
was also my first project using weathering
chalks. Being a newbie to weathering,
they are easy to use while producing great
results. The barge below the crane was con-
structed from medium-density fiberboard
and basswood.

I wanted the trestle to appear higher off
of the ground but still not have the water
be too low for a dock scene. I created a dam
to regulate the water from the river and
create a height differential for the stream to
drop under the trestle (Photo 11).

I had two vacant corners left on the
layout that needed scenery. One of them
allowed the inclusion of a downtown scene
with buildings and streets. This was a fun
project where Leah and I assembled and

m painted the building kits.
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Only one-way streets are permitted in
this town (Photo 12). For the other corner
of the layout, Leah wanted to create her
vision of a barn scene. We created a set
of plans for the barn based on a real-life
image, and she built it from scratch. She
also did the remaining scenery for the barn
area (Photo 13). This scene came out great!

Brick walls along the 24" back wall
were created out of pink foam using
a Tippi Foam Cutter (Photo 14). Several
shades of gray paint were applied to
create a weathered appearance. This is an
economical way to create walls in a variety
of lengths and heights.

The visible staging area integrated into
my display shelves works great and allows
storage of six full-length trains that are still
out on display even when not being run
(Photo 15).

What's left? Well, I have future plans
for the harbor scene to include a steam
plant for the crane, more details on the
barge tie-offs, and a new dredge barge. My
long range plan would be to develop a signal
system with each of the control points
having custom software logic.

I am really happy with how the layout
turned out (Photos 16, 17, 18, and 19).
I am very fortunate with the space and
layout I have. It seems to be just big
enough to keep me busy and make the
goal of a finished layout attainable. With
Leah being supportive and participating
in it really makes the hobby all that much
more fun. &

About the Author

Michael Lee was born and raised into the
train hobby through his dad’s lifelong model
train interest. He started seriously collecting
trains after graduating from college with
a physics and engineering degree. Mike
currently works for BNSF Railway supporting
the hump yard control systems. He enjoys a
variety of outdoor activities and working on
the train layout with his wife, Leah, daughter,
Skyler, and son, Simon.

0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2015 (5



No-cost automatic stop-and-go streetcar operation

Remembering Charlie and the MTA

Article, Photos, and Diagram by William Fuller

As youngsters trundle down Railroad
Avenue aboard the Lionel streetcar, their
anticipation and excitement over the
swings, seesaws, and carousels awaiting
them in the city park grows until the
motorman can hardly wait until these
boisterous kids hop off at the approaching
stop. But what’s this? The streetcar keeps
right on going! The car completes its loop
around the city and again approaches the
park station, but it never stops. The young-
sters’ excitement turns to frustration, and
now the motorman dreams of retirement.

66 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER

Everyone starts singing “Get poor Charlie
off the MTA”—a line in The Kingston
Trio’s popular “MTA” song from back
in 1959.

“Now, all night long
Charlie rides through
the station crying, ‘What
will become of me?””

2015

What to do? We can contrive a way to
automatically stop and start that streetcar
at the park as well as at other convenient
stops around town, and le’s do it without
spending a cent on fancy devices such
as IR detectors. This simple technique
works with regular 3-rail track, with
K-Line SuperStreets, or with Bachmann
E-Z Street roadway sections (Photo 1).
We'll use the two brands of roadway
sections, which are identical in design and
differ only slightly in color, to illustrate the
technique used here.
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DIRECTION OF TRAVEL =)

INSULATING POINTS O
(Snip off connecting pins and be sure rail ends do not touch)

Section to rest of loop | Approach section

(with power to all rails

Typically, when insulating a section of 3-rail track, we leave
the two outside ground rails alone and insulate only the middle
power rail. In this case, just the opposite applies. Do not do
anything to the center power raill We will modify only the two
outer rails.

By interrupting electrical continuity in the two outer rails,
we’'ll create what we will call a “stop section” and an “approach
section.” A streetcar entering the stop section will automati-
cally stop, and a second streetcar entering the approach section
will send the first car on its way and will then take its place
in the stop section. For this process to work, the city streetcar
line must have one car more than it has stops. For example, if
the loop has only one stop, it must have two cars running on
it (Photo 2). If there are two stops, there must be three cars,
and so on.

To create a stop section, first snip off the metal pins
projecting from the rail ends (Photo 3). Because both outside
rails must be insulated at the end of the section from which the
streetcar will exit, the pin coming from the next roadway section
that would normally insert into the other outer rail of the stop
section must also be cut off (Photo 4). Be careful to leave a
very slight gap between this end of the stop section and the
continuing loop beyond it so that the rails do not touch. If
necessary, insert a tiny bit of insulating tape or cardstock
between the rail ends. We now have a stop section with no outer
rail connection to the following roadway section that continues
around the loop.

Now we need to prepare the approach section. Turn the track
being used for the approach section upside down and cut through
the metal strip that connects the two outer rails (Photo 5). Join
the approach and stop sections together. One outer rail of the stop
section is now electrically connected to one rail in the approach
section, and the other stop section rail is completely isolated at

both ends.

68 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2015

(cut strip connecting outer rails)

| Stop section | Section to rest of loop

(with power to all rails)

Finally, isolate the rail that is electrically continuous through
the approach and stop sections from the roadway section that
connects to the rest of the loop by snipping off the connecting pin
that would normally insert into that rail. Again, be careful that the
rail ends do not touch. What we have now created is illustrated
by the above diagram.

Here are a few considerations for the most reliable operation:
¢ Use DC-motored, short base streetcars.
* Use short half-sections of roadway trackage for the stop section.

* Use one or more full-length sections for approaches to give
the stopped streetcar time to leave the stop section before the
second streetcar arrives.

Be sure that the rail ends do not touch where pins have been
cut off.

Because operation depends on completing the electrical
circuit through wheels and axles, keep streetcar wheels and
the rails very clean. This means placing stops within reach of
the edge of the layout.

Consider removing traction tires from Lionel streetcar
wheels and adding weight to the interior of these streetcars
to increase wheel-to-rail electrical contact.

If working with traditional tubular track, insulate the outer
“control” rail of the approach section from the metal ties
used on most tubular track.

With only a few snips of the wire cutters and without having
to purchase a single electronic control device, streetcars will
stop automatically wherever we need them to and will resume
their travel as soon as a second streetcar enters each approach
section. Now those antsy kids will be able to disembark and enjoy
the playground! &
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1-800-331-1395 Call for Free Catalog

www.rossswitches.com

054

064 072

031 042 080
CURVED #6 CURVED
SW|th|es for every nossmllltvl "
REG. 11°WYE
TIN PLATED DBL
STEEL RAIL | 4-WAY OVER #8 DBL.
IS INDIVIDUALLY SPIKED giloes
AT EACH WOODEN TIE! __YARD SET
orowye | ALLRCS SWITCHES NOW AVAILABLE READY TO RUN!
Why Use Anything Else?
Pictured here are just some of the more than the 40 models of
switches Ross makes. Ross gives you the flexibility to do any-
thing the real railroads do. We all know how model railroads
can change or expand over the years, as unforeseen ideas pop
LOW PROFILE into our heads. If you use the other guys limited offerings, will
CLEARS ALL you be able to do the things that you can do with Ross? Almost
°‘g§?,,*;;‘,,’;‘:,'{f i all have made their stuff compatible with Ross, but what of the

NARROW ENOUGH
TO FIT BETWEEN
THE CLOSEST
TRACKS.EASILY

THROWN MANUALLY.

LIGHTED CONTROLLER
AND SWITCH MACHINE

AVAILABLE SEPARATELY.

hodge podge of trackwork you will have? Ross Custom
Switches, for thirty years we have been running our trains
through these things. Time tested reliability, smooth as silk,
hand built right here in the USA. Call for a free catalog!

Why use anything else?
P.S. Did you know RCS makes sectional track too?


www.rossswitches.com

Modern-Era 6464 Boxcar Series
Part 3: Last Nine Cars
Plus a Surprise

The Lionel Classic Trains 2001 Volume 2 catalog contained
a surprise for collectors of the modern-era 6464 boxcar series.
The copy next to the image of a new orange Western Pacific
6464-250 with diagonal blue feathers on its sides read, “When
we first reissued our classic series of 6464 boxcars, we overlooked
one, the Western Pacific 6464-250, originally cataloged in 1966...
Wrapping up our reissue series with this car seems appropriate
since we began this series 48 years ago with another Western
Pacific boxcar, 6464-1....” The copy further admonished, “Don’t
miss it!” I had! I only became aware of the existence of this car
while researching this column. So the 6-39236, Western Pacific
6464-250 became the 31st and last car produced for the mod-
ern-era 6464 boxcar series and the only one packaged and sold
individually. The 6-39236 had been made in China (Photos 1 and
2). All of the others had been sold as 3-packs, and all of the previ-
ous cars, except for those in Series X, had been made in the U.S.A.

Postwar original 6464-250 orange Western Pacific boxcars

with blue feathers in C8 condition or better, with boxes in the
same shape, are currently going for north of $300 on popular
auction sites. The 6-39236, 6464-250 modern-era replica I
bought for this story cost me a little over $50 with shipping, and
it completed my collection of modern-era 6464 boxcars, which
are going to look great displayed on shelves when construction in
my basement train room is completed. Oh, the financial sacrifices
I make in the name of completeness when I do a “Collector’s
Gallery” column!

6464 Series VlIl, 6-29267
The original 6464 cars from the 1957-1958 Gitl’s Set break-

ups can go for thousands of dollars in C8 shape with boxes,
which is the main reason the modern-era cars in the 1999 Series
VIII set usually cost more than other 3-packs. The 6-29235, New
York Central Pacemaker 6464-510 with its pastel body and soft
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yellow door, neatly compliments the
pastel yellow 6-29236, M-K-T 6464-
515 with blue-green doors that match
the body color of the NYC Pacemaker
car (Photos 3, 4, and 5). They have the
distinction of being the only two cars in
the postwar 6464 boxcar series that have
nonrealistic “fantasy” paint schemes. In
2001 Lionel made the cars again as part
of the Postwar Celebration Series Girl’s
Set, 6-31700 (Photo 6).

The red Minneapolis & St. Louis,
6-29237, 6464-525 is labeled as a Girl
Boxcar on the box flap, which shows you
just how deeply the Lionel caption writer
got into the whole Girl’s Set phenom-
enon. The originals are not too hard to
find and go for between $50 and $90 at
the present time (Photos 7 and 8).

6464 Boxcar Series IX, 6-29289
The last 3-pack set made in the U.S.A.

Series IX boxcars were introduced in
the Lionel Classic Trains 1999 Volume
3 catalog and were available in 2000.
Interestingly enough, they did not appear
in either the epic Lionel Classic Trains
2000 Volume 1 catalog, which celebrated
the centennial of Lionel, or the 2000
Volume 2 catalog, although Volume 2
featured a 3-pack spinoff called the 6565
Heavies. More about these 6464 boxcar
line extensions as we go along.

The Rio Grande, 6-29290, 6464-650
was just as colorful as its postwar prede-
cessor with silver roof, yellow upper sides
and ends, and the bottom sides finished
in silver with the two side colors separated
by a black band (Photo 9). The originals
were cataloged in 1957, 1958, and again
in 1966. Current prices for a car in
C8 condition with a box range from
$100 to $125.
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The modern-era version of the
6464-700, 6-29291, reproduces the
Santa Fe red car with white lettering and
prominent graphics that is a pretty good
stand-in for the 1961 and 1966 Santa Fe
originals and a lot less expensive to boot.
Postwar cars have asking prices of $180
or more in C8 condition with boxes
(Photo 10).

The orange New Haven, 6-29292,
6464-725 with black lettering and black
doors rounded out the Series IX 3-pack
(Photo 11). The postwar 6464-725 was
cataloged from 1962 through 1966 and
again in 1968 and 1969. The boxes for
these cars were imprinted with the 6464-
735 number. In 1969 a black New Haven
orange door version 6464 was cataloged
and sold as a 646-425 but was stamped
with the 6464-725 number. By that
time it just was not worth it for Lionel
to make the correct tool to put the 6464-
425 number from the earlier 1956-1958
versions on the 1969 car.

The top of both the Series VIII and
Series IX 3-pack boxes carried the Lionel
American Legend circular logo. That was
about to change with the final set box in
the series (Photo 12).
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Expansion and Dilution

The continuing popularity of the
modern-era 6464 3-packs led Lionel
marketers to try expanding on what they
rightly considered as the magic of the
6464 brand to garner additional business.
Lionel went through the dusty Michigan
archives looking for 6464 boxcars that
had been made in prototype form but
had not attained production status.

The Lionel archive 6464 3-pack
debuted in the Lionel Classic Trains
1999 Volume 2 catalog, and one of the
promotional blurbs for it gushed, “A
Collector’s Dream! Your Heirs May
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Thank You.” Looking at the illustrations
of the three cars from the perspective of a
decade and a half, the answer is “probably
not.” There were good reasons for some
prototypes not becoming production
articles, and the images of the cars said
it all to me. The same catalog also dis-
played examples of a 6464 Overstamp
2-pack. One of the cars was a black New
Haven with orange doors, but the Tuscan
Reading boxcar had never been produced
during the postwar years.

The 6565 “Lionel Heavies” used the
same tooling as the modern-era boxcars,
but instead of the plain stamped steel
frames that had been used for decades for
6464 boxcars, the 6565 cars sported an
entirely new detailed die-cast chassis and
used attractive railroad paint schemes;
they were also more expensive than the
modern-era cars (Photo 13). There was
even a series of scale-proportioned cars
that the catalog described as “9464 More
Heavies” (Photo 14).

The proliferation of 6464-themed
series and individual cars certainly diluted
the impact of the modern-era 3-packs
that portrayed the original 6464 boxcars.
Added to this was the significant number
of “one of” cars that were cataloged,
uncatalogued, and made for train clubs
and civic organizations that traded on the
marketing magnetism of the 6464 brand
with collectors and operators.

At this point I began to wonder
whether the folks at Lionel at the turn
of the century in 2000 had not seriously
considered just slapping 6464 markings
on a variety of colorful decorative bricks
and equipping them with die-cast sprung
trucks for operators to tow around their
layouts.

The 6464 Series X, 6-39203

The final threesome (almost) Series X
cars represented the end of a long eight-
year road for 6464 modern-era collectors.
It was part of a new era of overseas pro-
duction in China for Lionel, designed
to make the company more financially
competitive in the millennium market-
place with MTH, K-Line, and Williams
as major rivals.

The 6-39204, 6464-725 represents
the 1969 version of the black New
Haven car with orange doors, which is
hard to find as an original (Photo 15).
The 6-39205, 6464-825 is a close replica



of the strikingly decorated blue and
yellow 1959-1960 postwar Alaska
Railroad model, including the D of
“RAILROA D” positioned after the last
line of rivets on the sides in the same
way as the postwar car (Photo 16). Last
but not least is the jade green 6-39206,
New York Central System 6464-900,
which was cataloged in the postwar
era from 1960 to 1966. It also has the
distinction of having the highest num-
ber on its flanks of the 6464 boxcars
actually made during the postwar years
from 1953 to 1969 (Photo 17).

The new packaging for the indi-
vidual cars utilized the Lionel circular
“Since 1900” logo positioned in the
upper middle of the orange and cream
window box (Photo 18). The same logo
was also printed on the top of the Series
X 3-pack box (Photo 19).

The truly last car of the modern-era
6464 series is, of course, the 6-39235
orange Western Pacific modern-era
6464-450 with blue feathers on the
sides, which we pictured at the start of
this article (Photo 20).

OVER 25,000 PARTS

410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602

989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30 - 5:30
www.brasseurelectrictrains.com

989-793-6887

40 years of Lionel service and sales.
Authorized MTH service and sales.
Best Source for K-LINE parts.

Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off 1-75.
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Conclusion

The 31 modern-era 6464 series
boxcars make up a relatively affordable,
representative sampling of the original
6464 boxcars Lionel manufactured
during the postwar years. They are not
a complete grouping by any means
because the modern-era cars do not
cover any of the variations of the 6464
boxcars Lionel produced from 1953
to 1969. The analog manufacturing
techniques of the time, and the multi-
year availability of some cars, virtually
guaranteed that there would be differ-
ent versions of a particular car made
by Lionel during production runs. If

Lionel had attempted to include all the
major variations of the postwar 6464s
in the modern-era series, the number
of cars could have easily swelled to
another two dozen, defeating the pur-
pose of providing Lionel collectors and
operators with high-quality replicas
they could afford.

Will there be other attempts by
Lionel to bring 6464-type rolling stock
to the marketplace in the coming years?
You can count on it! The 6464 magic is
too powerful for the marketing types at
Lionel to resist. It is almost like asking
if Lionel will ever produce a new batch
of Santa Fe warbonnet F3 diesels for
the next generation of O-gaugers.


www.roundhousesouth.com

Introducing Series 1 Limited STOCKYARD EXPRESS

Production Buildings & Fronts 49293 Plate Rd. « Oberlin, OB 44074
Features:
o fons,windows & doors www.stockyardexpress.com
Clear glazing and individual floors; interior buildings interchangeable UNCATALOGUED CUSTOM RUN
Left & Right Comers (6” W x 9" T), Interior (1 @9”Wx12'T, 30-90491  Nickel Plate Road Water Tower . NEW....oocoe $59.95
2@ 4" Wx8'T, 1@6°Wx9’T) MTH Engines
Buildings (6” deep) limited to 5 or less, Shadow Boxes (1” deep) limited to 20-20157-3  GM8O F3 B unit non-powered........... $150.00
ngs _— e % 20-20195-3  SOO Line HP Transfer Diesel - non powered $179.95
5 orless, Fronts (1/4” thick) limited to 10 or less 20-20248-1  Southern Pacific GP-9 W3.0..................$395.00
Custom air-brushed textured cast stone & masonry finishes. 20-20277-1  Central of Georgia ES44AC Wi30.............. $413.95
Multiple elevation, window styles & colors, and building finishes ensure 20-2029-3  Southern Pacific Alco PA powered B unit
that no two series of buildings will ever be duplicated. SALE $200.00
20-20306-1  CN FA-2 ABAW3.0...oorrn $659.95
Todd Architectural Models & Layouts Laser Cut Control Panels * Custom Buildings & Fronts 20-20310-1 Dcear;\éer Rio Grande Alco PAABAWS.0 w! Sﬁag;é 0
P.O . Box 1002, Chatham, NJ Catalog Layout Construction ¢ Laser Cut Windows 20203181 Santa Fe Dash 9 w/3.0.......... 113,
(673) 507-4072 - e-mail: toddmodel @mac.com In-Shop (NJ) Construction Sessions 20-20323-1  KCS AC6000 Diesel Engine wi3.0
www.toddarchitecturalmodels.com 20-20350-1  Texas Special F3 ABA Diesel Set w/3.0.
20-20348-1  New Haven F3 ABA w/5 car Passenger

Setw/3.0...
20-20354-1  Great Northern E8 ABA w/3 0
20-20365-1  Conrail GE U30C w/3.0........
20-20367-1  N&W GE U30C w/3.0...............
20-20379-1  N&W FM Trainmaster Diesel w/3.
20-20380-1  SP FM Trainmaster Diesel w/3.0 .. .
20-20381-1  Erie Lackawanna FM Trainmaster Diesel w/3.0..$419.95
20-20389-1  RF&P F7 ABA Diesels w/3.0
20-20393-1 NS Stack Train w/3.0.......
20-20401-1  Lehigh Valley F3 ABA Diesel Engine w/3.0.
20-20403-1  Lackawanna F3 ABA Diesel Engine w/3.0.....$739.95
20-20409-1  Indiana Railroad SD40-2 Diesel Engine w/3.0...$439.95
20-20410-1  CSX SD40-2 Diesel Engine w/3.0 (Box Car Logo) .. $439.95
20-20412-1  Milwaukee Road SD40-2 Diesel Engine w/3.08439.95
20-20421-1  BNSF Dash 8 Freight Set w3.0
20-20422-1  CNW SD50 Diesel Engine w/3.
20-20423-1 NS SD50 Diesel Engine w/3.0.
20-20424-1  Chessie SD50 Diesel Engine w/3.
20-20425-1  Denver Rio Grande SD50 Diesel Engine w/30 $439 95
20-20426-1  BNSF SD70ACE ....ovvvccvvvrrresrivvrrrscsriiennes $439.95
20-20428-1  CNW SD70ACe
20-20430-1  Electro Motive SD70ACe - blue
20-20433 Norfolk Southern SD80Mac w/3.0.
20-20435-1  CIT Rail Resources SD9043 Mac w/3.0
20-20439-1  DM&I SD40T-3 Tunnel Motor Diesel..
20-20440-1  B&LE SD40T-3 Tunnel Motor Diesel.. .
H 20-20443-1 S, Louis Southwestern SD45-T-2 Tunnel Motor Dlese\ $439 95
“r Ington en vr 0xcar 20-2220-1  GN F3 ABAw/P1 4 motors with BCR NEW.$475.00
20-2695-3  Jersey Central F-3 B unit non-powered......... §159.95
20-2921-3  Boston & Maine F3 B unit non-powered
20-3154-1  NYC 4-4-0 Steamer w/2.0 NEW.
20-3479-1 Clinchfield 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/3.0...
20-3481-1  UP (Two-tone Gray w/Yellow Stripe) 4-6-6-4
Challenger w/3.0
20-3537-1  B&0Y32-8-8-2
20-3538-1 Denver Rio Grande Y3 2-8-8-2
20-3542-1  NYC Niagara Reefer Set
20-3563-1  PRR2-8-0H-10...........
20-3567-1  NKP 2-8-4 Berkshire #75
20-3568-1  NKP 2-8-4 Berkshire #765...
20-3569-1  NKP 2-8-4 Passenger Set #76l
20-3570-1  NKP 2-8-4 Freight Set #750.
20-3573-1  NGW J #0612
Final graphics 20-3574-1  N&W J Passenger Set #607
may vary slightyy, 20-3575-1  UP Big Boy 4-8-8-4 Oil Burner #4014
20-3578-1  UP Big Boy 4-8-8-4 Freight Set ...
20-3579-1  UP Big Boy 4-8-8-4 Passenger

Join the Lionel Operating Train Society (LOTS) today and order our NI NYC 464 o,
latest club car! The Lionel®-manufactured Standard 0 Scale size 36621 NYC464Jte.

20-3583-2  Boston &Albany 4-6-4 J1e ..

Burlington Zephyr double-sheathed boxcar is 11-1/2" long and 2035841 NYC 464 Jte Passenger Set
i i i 20-3585-1  NYC 464 J1e Freight Set.
features °Pen'ng doors, die-cast sprung_ trucks and operatlng 20-5662-1  New Haven EP-5w/3.0 (McGinnis Yellow)....$439.95
couplers, simulated wood-sheathed exterior, steam era fishbelly- 30-1602-1  UP 4-8-4 FEF Norther Steamer -
H : H grey & white / oil.
style underframe with separately applied metal_det_alls,and operates POV v teyrytmiowier e
on 0-31 and larger curves. $73 each, plus shipping and handling. 3016321 Pitisburgh & Lake Ere 2-8-4 #0400 wi3
4 Yoy . 30-16421 PR 2-8-2 L1s Mikado wi3.0..
AntICIpatEdShlpplng date: November 2015. 30-1647-1  Erie 2-8-8-8-2 Imperial Triplex Frelght Set w/3 0$729 95
30-20128-1/3 NYC Alco PAABAW3.0.... ...$399.95
On sale now! Order your cars 30:20130-113 American Freedom PAABAWS3.0 e .
I . AllN AR 30-20159-1  M&Ms Galloping Goose w/3.0.
FIrSI come I Tlle Club m;- ll-naugle nnera[nrsl todav’ so vn“ 1 30-2319-1  Southern Pacific RS3 w/2.0.
First SBWEII N don't miss out! MISCELLANEOUS
20-40009,410009,420009 South Shore Line 8-Car Madison
Memllel'slllll Beneifits Include: Passenger Set.. ..$665.00
* SWITCHER magazine--6 times a year! « Limited Edition Lionel® Club Cars. “Thank you for your patronage
* Exciting Conventions (Philadelphia/Valley Forge, PA July 2016). * Lionel® Catalogs mailed to your home. these past 33 years!’
* Outstanding Web site with “Members Only” section. * Great friendships and sharing of operating tips. ***Not Responsible For Typographical Errors.****  0GR281

For membership or car purchase information, visit www.lots-trains.org or call (5131 598-8240 ((Ph: 440-774-2131 FAX: 440-774-7575 )
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www.toddarchitecturalmodels.com
www.studiozphoto.com/millhouse.html
www.lots-trains.org
www.stockyardexpress.com

Over 100,000 feet of this wire is
now in service running O Gauge
trains and accessories all over
the country!

14 Gauge

50ft. o $20.95*
100 ft. .o, $38.95*
250 ft. ...ooveeeeeee $90.95*
16 Gauge

50ft. oo, $17.95*
100 ft. .o $28.95*
250 ft. ...ooeeeeeee $65.95*

*Plus Shipping and Handling

: : :
« Tested and Approved by O Gauge Don’t forget the wire strippers...

Railroading’s Backshop Foreman Wire Strippers
Jim Barrett. » Strips wire from
AWG24 to AWGS8
* 16 Gauge and 14 Gauge » Works great with our
Stranded for Flexibility. 14 and 16 gauge
Train Layout Wire
* Excellent for Both TMCC and DCS. $16.95*

Shipping and Handling Charges

Check us out on the Web at

United States Foreign
3 X T/ $9.00 S/H....... $18.00 S/H www.ogaugerr.com
$50 - $100......oonrerisrisrrnans $11.00 S/H....... $22.00 S/H

oversz0o . e cairormeo  CALL 800-980-6477

OGR Publishing, Inc. ) )
33 Sheridan Road “All major credit cards accepted”

Poland, OH 44514 facebook.com/ogr
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POWERFUL B
rlleH=rECH FEATURES,
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‘LionChieF °
IISZL

LIONCHIEF™ PLUS
TAKING THE MODEL RAILROADING WORLD BY STORM

Mikapo HubsoN Paciric CAMELBACK

These powerful engines come equipped with high-tech features including: RailSounds™, %

remote activated rear ElectroCoupler™, speed control, fan-driven smoke, and most of all, For more details

the ability to operate with either a remote control or a traditional transformer at the flip  [a] on features.
of a switch on your locomotive. Scan or go fo
So don't hesitate, get yours TODAY at your local Lionel Authorized Dealer. www.lionel.com/LCPlus

To LocATE A LiIONEL AuTHORIZED DEALER NEAR YOU, VISIT WWW.LIONEL.COM, OR cALL 1-800-4LIONEL.

LioNe”s T15TH ANNIVERSARY

In honor of our 115th Anniversary and creating memories that last a lifetime,
N 7 29 Lionel will be celebrating all year long. Be sure to check out Lionel.com for
LIONEL your chance to participate in the anniversary celebration.

775 yeare young


www.lionel.com
www.lionel.com

Ten-Minute Recipe
for a Better Boxcar

Article and Photos by David B. Ross

The employees on my railroad have been a little sloppy of
late. Many of the boxcars that clatter by have their doors left wide
open! It also appears that the railroad has fallen on hard times
because every boxcar is empty (Photo 1). I will not be addressing
the employees’ lack of care but will explore a quick and easy way to
load those boxcars. Maybe with the increased revenue, the railroad
will be able to do some training to correct those open doors.

The tools and supplies needed are a small screwdriver, glue,
foam, plastic or wood to mount a piece of paper, a hobby knife,
scissors, and a computer with Internet access and a color printer.
Let the fun begin!

I chose a Conrail 40 boxcar made by Weaver in honor of its
50 years of producing fine models. I popped off the roof to get an
idea of the size of the fake wooden floor and the size of the cavity
I was going to fill with a load (Photo 2).

I decided to weather the floor while I was in there. Some folks
do this with an airbrush, others use spray paints, and still others
use acrylics. I am not a great painter and can never seem to get the
color right for weathered wood. Using my computer, I found a
picture online to laminate to my floor (Photo 3). I also set about
locating a picture of some boxes to use for a load.

Once appropriate images were located, I copied them into
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my word processor and played with the size until things scaled
out correctly. I then printed them out in color and headed for my
workbench. It was a simple mactter of trimming the images to fit
the floor and shell of the boxcar (Photo 4).

Once the pieces were sized and test-fitted, I cut some inexpen-
sive foam from a dollar store to the size of my box image. Wood,
plastic, or anything else can serve as a mounting surface for the
boxes. I attempted various methods of securing the materials to
the boxcar floor and the foam. I had intended to use wood glue,
but that was not to be. I found that the wood glue worked well on
the plastic flooring but caused a lot of bubbling and ripples when I
mounted the boxes to the foam. I ended up using spray adhesive for
the second box mounting. The spray adhesive bonded things well
but presented challenges of its own in that it made it a little harder to
line everything up. I could always peel it off right away and try again.

With the wood flooring secured, I slid the boxes into place in
the car shell (Photo 5). When I was happy with the placement, I
applied a small amount of hot glue and let it cool for 30 seconds.
At this point it was simply a matter of attaching the shell to the
floor (Photo 6). Project completed!

Now it’s just a matter of shipping everything to the right
destination. &
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Genuine crushed granite

BALLAST

For ultra realism  Natural gray blend

The only product of its kind 1:48 scale
7 $1895

&) 5 bs.only*15

plus shipping

Brennan’s Model Railroading (816) 252-4605

Box Box 520174 « Independence, MO 64052

www.brennansmodelrr.com

0GRE|ModelingjLLC?

LEDSEICuStom
Www/ogremoueling!com

The Easy Way
to Assemble and

?isazsemble Pat ri Ck,s Tra i n S

i .
The T-Tracker draws track together for perfect Huge Selection Easy to Search Web Store
electrical continuity for smoother running trains.

Excellent also for holding sections of track for Featuring Products From: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, 100 Year Bridge Co.,
sawing. For information on this unique tool or for

Woodland Scenics, RMT, and much much more.
an order form, please send a self addressed

| : —
stamped envelope to Authorized Lionel and I:I IZ‘
Dept. 3 MTH Service Centers coBdDI
tracker 3735 N. E. Shaver St.

e POrtland, OR 97212
E-Mail address: ttracker2@aol.com

www.ogaugerr.com

* OGR Forum
* Find Local OGR Dealers
* Find Local Train Meets
Shipping $7. FL. Res, add Tox e Order from the OGR Online Store

b0 Box 1655 Land D Lok FL 34630 e Subscribe/Renew your Subscription
Phone: (480) 219-1135 * Much, Much More!
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www.ogaugerr.com
www.brennansmodelrr.com
www.aaronscitytrains.com
www.ogremodeling.com
www.gargraves.com
www.patstrains.com
mailto:ttracker2@aol.com
www.njinternational.com

“Inow have 20,20 sharpness” — says Pedro Pinhole
FRICKO PINHOLE LENS
® In focus from 3 inches to infinity.
® For miniature photos, gives dolls’ perspective,
photos can be taken looking up at del; rf
focus of forem d and back no vertical
line distortion, makes models look real.
® Available for 35mm SLR cameras: CANON, EOS,
KONIKA, MINOLTA, NIKON, OLYMPUS, MAXXUM,
PENTAX K, PENTAX S, YASHICA, CONTAX
Send SASE for information. A. J. Fricko Co.,
P.O. Box 523, Union, KY 41091-0523

d

Genuine Limestone
HIGHBALL BALLAST
a solid track record
« For all scales: Z,N,HO, S,0,1,G.

* Send SASE for catalog.

HIGHBALL PRODUCTS CO.
P.O. Box 523, Union, KY 41091-0523

Custom Model Railroads

We build dreams... and MORE!

Bridges available to purchase

for your layout
L East Coast Enterprises
We Specialize In: www.trainlayouts.com
* Complex Multi-Level Track Plans * Multi-Train 973-366-5788

Operation * Operating Accessories * TMCC™
and DCS™ Control Systems ¢ Yards and
Switches ¢ Control Panels

www.classywoods.com

All products handcrafted in the USA
Available in honey oak and cherry finish
Sizes offered: 20" » 30" ¢ 36" ¢ 42"
FREE shipping to the lower 48 states
Includes GarGraves trackage

accepted

The Public Display Track Exclusives Atlas 0

Susquehanna * Morristown and Erie 40" Steel Boxcars

o Full O scale dimensions

e Available in 2 rail or 3 rail

® Diecast sprung trucks and couplers

¢ 2 Road numbers available

o Public Delivery Track Exclusives
$49.95 each (3 rail ) plus S/H
$52.95 each (2 rail ) plus S/H
PO Box 2637

Paso Robles, CA 93447-2637
pdt212@gmail.com ¢ (805) 226-0320
www.publicdeliverytrack.com

Art Files Shown -- NOT Actual Images

B&O0 Grasshofofrer

Reserve Now?
www.smrtrains.com

SMR Trains PO Box 186 Tavares, FL 32778

NEW! Civil War Era Boxcars
Precision Laser-Cut Wood
Available As A Kit or Assembled!
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www.dixieunionstation.com
www.trainlayouts.com
www.publicdeliverytrack.com
www.smrtrains.com
www.bartspneumatics.com
www.tinman3rail.com
www.classywoods.com
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Building a Layout:
Working on Main Street

The main streets of America are indeed the backbone of
nearly all small towns in the country. Interestingly enough, rail-
roads can also trace their history right back to these very same
small-town main streets (Photo 1). In fact, many small towns
originated from nothing more than the railroad construction
camps where work crews and supplies were headquartered while
building the railroad.

All over the country, you can see the connection between
what became American highways and the railroad tracks that
often parallel them. As the forward surveyors and engineers made
wilderness camps along the way, they laid out the route of the
railroad toward their location. As construction gangs approached,
they eventually passed through the camp and pressed on to
the next site.

The previous camp often became a train station, and the train
station became the railroad’s headquarters and the freight hub for
developing commerce in the area. And so the small towns of our
nation were born around them.

Connecting these stations across the landscape involved
not only the railroad tracks but also the leftover construction
trails that often paralleled the tracks. These construction roads
later became natural roadbeds for highways, so it is natural for

your train layout to have a highway and streets roughly paralleling
the tracks.
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This concept lends itself well to around-the-room layouts
like mine. Besides, what a wonderful excuse for displaying all my
O scale vehicles! There now are so many different makers of appro-
priate vehicles that the cars and trucks you collect can be used to
help set the time period of your layout and the equipment you
run on your trains.

Large train layouts can support big cities. Small and
medium-size layouts generally need small towns, particularly in
our scale. When I began planning my layout, train table space
was at a premium, of course, so my basic vision was to create what
would appear to be a double-track main with a highway running
alongside. A double-track main can actually be a giant loop that
turns around on itself at the ends of the layout. Scenery can dis-
guise the fact that the track just folds back upon itself so it looks
like a double-track main line.

When planning a main street business district, there are some
key businesses that were key to a town’s success. They included
the train station, police station, drug store, grocery store, gas
station, movie theater, clothing store, hardware store, bank, and
restaurant. This list doesn’t imply that your main street needs
to incorporate all these businesses; it is meant to be just a list of
primary businesses to pick from as space permits.

Among the more important considerations to keep in mind
when planning your own town’s Main Street are infrastructure
items such as pavements, sidewalks, grade crossings, and road-
bed—all of which have varying thicknesses.

You already know that I love to make use of 1/8” black foam
core board. It is a great product to use for scenery in so many ways.
My complete Main Street will lie between the building at the far
end of Photo 2 and the corner of the wall shown in the foreground.

I want to make use of some beautifully detailed plaster-cast
buildings I obtained many years ago while on a trip out west.
They are shown in Photo 3. I've also added Weaver’s beautiful
brass water tower at the corner of the room. It will make a nice
separator between Main Street and the rest of my layout world,
and it detracts nicely from the unwanted “corner effect” of the sky.

But I also want to use some parts of OGR Ameri-Towne struc-
tures as well. One basic problem is that the bases of my plaster-cast
structures are over 1/4” thick, making their threshold height (the
height at the bottom of the entrance doors) much higher than the
thresholds of the Ameri-Towne buildings. That means the Ameri-
Towne structures must start out a full 1/4” higher than the plaster
buildings to remain in scale proportion to them.

Using two layers of 1/8” foam core board to vary the height
of buildings from one brand to another is very easy. But there is
another consideration that is also very important. Since my Main
Street is also going to make a grade crossing over the double-track
main line, I need to make the grade crossing believable and in
proportion to the track height as well. With my Main Street’s
pavement still coming up 1/8” lower than the rail height, the street
height must rise up to meet the rail height.

Photo 4 shows a number of things in one shot. It shows a base
layer of foam core board plus another layer of foam core board
representing the street level on top. It also shows the cork roadbed
of the track, then the ties, then the rail height. I've intentionally
left the ballast off some of the ties to illustrate the height differ-
ences. The surface of the street comes out nearly even with the tops
of the ties—just about another 1/8” too low to bring the street up

to the rail height.
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That means the final piece of foam core board for the street
must rise up so the bottom of the pavement thickness will rest on
top of the track’s ties. If you look closely at Photo 5, that’s what
I've done where the road crosses the track. Simply gluing the
underside of the foam core board onto the wood ties with Elmer’s
white glue does the trick perfectly. The scrap wood in the back-
ground held the foam core board down firmly to the ties while
the glue dried. I've got another method for filling in the spaces
between the rails while leaving a gap for the wheel flanges, which
I’ll cover in a later “Backshop” segment on details.

The road pavement must now drop all the way from rail
height down to the train table surface and off to the right in
Photo 6. The use of foam core board now makes this a smooth
and even slope by simply gluing the starting edge of the road-
way to the ties of the track. Then over some reasonable distance
determined by the amount of drop needed in the pavement,
you simply glue the other end of the pavement piece directly
to the table.

Once both ends of the pavement piece of foam core board
have dried firmly to the ties on one end and to the table on the
other, inject some bathroom tub and tile caulk directly into the gap
between the pavement piece and the tabletop. The caulk will cure
in a few hours to provide firm bedding for your road pavement
that will neither expand nor contract over time. You can fill in and
smooth out the slope between the edges of the pavement and the
tabletop with some spackling compound the following day.

Photo 7 shows more base layer and pavement layer being
added to the hinged tabletop piece. Photo 8 shows this process
continuing down what will become more of my Main Street.
I intend to use the plastic sidewalk pieces of the Ameri-Towne
kit under my buildings, but I can’t do that to the rounded-roof
building to the right of the photo. The sidewalk will make the
plaster base of that building sit up too high. I'll have to cut a
hole into the two foam core board layers, using a utility knife,
for that building to sit down into the two layers of foam core
covering. That will make that building come out just about
right in its height proportion. A similar building “socket” is
already finished just to the right of the building in the photo.
Believe it or not, that is a fairly easy job to do with foam
core board.

Also note that the hinges for the tabletop are gradually begin-
ning to disappear into the pavement. The nice gray blacktop
appearance on my Main Street pavement piece is due to the appli-
cation of a single coat of Woodland Scenics Road System Top
Coat #ST1453 Asphalt. Thankfully, it is one of those products
that works perfectly as advertised. If you want concrete instead,
then use #ST1454 Concrete. Either is easily applied with a simple
1" to 1-1/2” trim brush. When dry, you can streak “wear marks”
into the surface with nothing more elaborate than your fingers.
Good stuff!

The sidewalk pieces that we at OGR offer in the Ameri-Towne
kits are also available from us separately in pairs. The nice thing
about them is that they measure out to be a lictle over 1/16” thick,
making them scale out to be about 4” to 5” high. That’s perfect
for curbs in O scale. I painted them with the concrete paint. You
may need to trim them in length or make some curved ends with
a little cutting and sanding. Paint them when you are finished,
glue them down with Elmer’s white glue, and you’re in business
for curbs and sidewalks.
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I'm showing you Photo 9 just
for fun. If’s a real photograph in a
brochure of a main street in the small
town of Orleans, Indiana. I grew up
near there and was always fascinated by
that corner building. I found the plas-
ter-cast building shown in Photo 10. I
plan to add the Styrofoam cone top to
the building and make it look like the
roof of the real building in Orleans. It
will be a challenge that I hope to reveal
to you at a later date. Stay tuned! This

photo also shows progress in
filling in the slope in the road
pavement going up to the
grade crossing as well as begin-
ning to lay out the locations of
a police station with a jail on
the second floor and also the
town’s movie theater.
Also note the crossing
m buck. I had to modify the base
of the MTH crossing flasher
by turning the base 90 degrees
to make it fit beside the road. Photo 11
shows that by digging into the foam
core layers, I can sink the ugly base of
the crossing flasher down and out of
sight into the “earth.”

With the addition of Woodland
Scenics Street Accessories #A2764, the
devil is in the details. What a difference
rust-colored paint on the sides of the rails
makes! I left the rust off the rails below
the crossing flasher to illustrate what
a dramatic difference that little detail
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cale Model Railroad Structures
#702- Background
Tall City Building

Just what your city needs - big impact in a small
space - 1" deep by 11” wide—over 32" tall.

Visit our website to order
models in HO, O & G

gauge today. $1 1 5
100 Castleberry Court #178
Milford, OH 45150
513-239-1908
korbermodels.com



www.diecastdirect.com/ogr
www.korbermodels.com

makes. Add a little gravel, as
shown in Photo 12, and now
look at the difference that made
in the base of the crossing flasher
and the realism of the scene.

The real difference comes
with the addition of ballast
added to the tracks, as shown
in Photo 13. Now just a litte
brown earth shows through
between the tracks, which can
be littered with weeds, junk,
rusty fish plates, derelict pieces of old
rail sections, spikes, and other details of
your choice.

There is enough real estate to add
four more main street buildings, too!
Nearly all of small-town America is
made up of two-story, not three-story
buildings, which is why we came out
with our two-story Ameri-Towne
building kits. Three-story buildings were
more often a function of larger cities
back in the first part of the 20th century.

Those common small-town two-
story buildings are almost all located
side by side. It was a common architec-
tural practice back then to actually use
the walls of two adjacent freestanding
buildings for the walls of another one
built between them simply by adding
a front and back. How they got away
with that I’ll never know, but I've
actually seen many instances of that
construction practice still existing in
small-town buildings.

Jon Ulbright presents the 17th
Winter Massillon

TRAIN & TOY SHOW

Sunday, December 13, 2015

10:00 am - 3:00pm ¢ Admission: Adults $5.00 « Children 12 and under FREE

Massillon Knights of
Columbus Hall

Featuring:
» 148 Dealer Tables * All Gauges

* Running Layouts * Parts « Books & Videos

(Crews!

Mﬁz%:'gm@sﬂy

E-mail:miﬁ?&ﬁuresbyphilip@g

[Facebook:Iminiaturesiby/ph

Ph: 931-797-4681
TCA# 15-70575

8372 Lawrenceburg Hwy.

Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474

S&W PARTS SUPPLY

LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND AUTHORIZED
SERVICE STATION #91 PROVIDING EXPERT
REPAIRS TO PREWAR, POSTWAR AND ALL
MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT AS WELL AS
LIONEL WARRANTY NEEDS

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com
Hours:Tuesday - Friday: 9-5PM EST

TEL - (518) 280-5197

988 Cherry Road NW

* Farm & Vintage Toys ¢ Die-cast Models
Massillon, Ohio 44647 Food

- NASCAR Items + Food & Drink * Free Parking G2 bitneviDE Nl skayun gt 2a08

NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

sponsored by CJ Trains, LLC ¢ Future Date: December 11, 2016 « www.cjtrains.com
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www.cjtrains.com
https://www.facebook.com/crewsminiatures/app_306226726145287
www.jrjunction.com
www.riverleafmodels.us
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DispLay SHewves FOR
Your TRAIN Room!

Satin Finish, Hordened Anodized Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed

Raised Rails Hold Your Trains in Place

6 ft. lengths, €xpandable with Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting Available

Combination "HO/S" Gauge . ........ $12.00
O" GAUQE .+« .o v ee e $15.00
Combination "O/STD/LGB" Gauge . . . . . $24.00

Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This extremely versatile product
is designed to fit our shelves or similar
shelving from HO/S gauge or O gauge to
O/STDAGB gauge. RAIL STOPS can be used any
place along your shelves and will prevent your
trains from being rolled along the rails. RAIL
STORPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.

RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including

shipping.

NeEW PRODUCT

RAIL €ND CAPS - The newest addition to Glenn
Snyder Display Systems product line. Designed
to trim the ends of our shelves or similar
shelving. RAIL END CAPS will give a finished
look to the end of your shelves and will prevent
your trains from being knocked off the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
"HO/S" gauge,"O" gauge or combination
"OfSTD/LGB" gauge.

RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.

Plus shipping and handling.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
260 Oak Street ¢ Buffalo, NY 14203
Toll Free 1-877-852-4676 * Fax 1-716-852-4677

e-mail: glenn@gsds.com * www.gsds.com

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA

If you wish to imitate that early
20th-century small-town main street
appearance, it is not necessary for
you to actually buy four Ameri-
Towne building kits. Just buy one
full kit and then buy three additional
building fronts of your choice.

Take a look at my workshop in
Photo 14. Since I also want some
parallel parking like my own small
town had, I have laid out my four
building fronts and two sidewalls

on the work desk, with one
sidewall at each end. But I
have intentionally cut the
depth of the sidewalls off by
about one-third. That will
give me the parallel parking
space I need along the street
in front. Also notice that
I will intentionally set the
limestone front of the bank
building slightly out in front
of the other three buildings.
That was also a common practice
intended to make the bank build-
ings appear a little more imposing
than the brick fascia of each of the
neighboring buildings. Photo 15
shows the bank building front posi-
tioned slightly forward by adding
1/8” thicknesses of plastic to the
back sides of the edges. I used a very
thin strip of styrene (1/32” thick
by 1/4” wide) to seam the fronts
together firmly.

Specializing in all of your O Scale needs from
track, scenery and Arttista figures to Premier
MTH, Lionel, Atlas O and 3rd Rail Brass
Locomotives. Stop by and see our 21' x 10’
fully detailed, DCS, Legacy, In-Store layout.
CUSTOM WORK AVAILABLE.
weathering, custom color schemes, lettering

151 North Diamond Street * Mercer, PA 16137
Phone: 724-662-1110
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To firm this all up into one
assembly of building fronts, I have
added a piece of foam core board cut
to fit snugly between the end walls of
the whole assembly. The foam core
interior base is glued to the plastic
fronts and ends with nothing more
technical than a bead of low-tem-
perature hot glue. Photo 16 shows
the nice dramatic effect of the bank’s
offset building front up close. Photo
17 shows the addition of interior
walls made from individually cut
foam core panels.

With the addition of foam core
roof panels and back walls, the fin-
ished dramatic effect is shown in
Photo 18. The whole finished assem-
bly of building fronts sits on top of
the sidewalks attached earlier. The
assembly is light and easy to move
around and will be permanently

attached to the hinged base panel,
allowing the whole town section to
swing up and out of the way to gain
access to the closet behind the town.

Photo 19 shows the addition
of gravel between my Main Street
and the tracks plus the addition of
parking meters, fireplugs, trash cans,
manhole covers, and a bench or two
from the Street Accessories detail kit
from Woodland Scenics. Now all
I need are some people, a train every
couple of minutes, and a sound
module of honking horns to be right
at home in good ol’ Mitchell or
Orleans, Indiana!

Now go have fun making your
own version of a main street.

The most
comprehensive book

ever published on
Lionel” Standard
and 275" Gauges.

® Many new insights -- based on
two years of research -- on the
production, manufacturing
and marketing of Standard
Gauge trains.

e Important new discoveries
about Lionel® history.

* Reviewed by a panel of
experts.

* 432 pages, over 1,300 color
photographs.

e Current value estimates.

e Hard back, high quality
enamel paper.

$100 + $7.00 shipping. Virginia
residents, please add $6.00

sales tax.

1o order please call Bruce
Greenberg at 703-461-6991
or email:
brucecgreenberg l @gmail.com
(note the c)
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Much has been written or discussed
about the state of the model railroading
hobby in general and the 3-rail O gauge
segment in particular. From my personal
perspective as both a hobbyist and a
member of the model train media, I have
seen model train stores go out of business,
several manufacturers enter the market
and then fail, and even some old-line
manufacturers cease operation. But if
you look at the history of just about any
segment of consumer products, those
enterprises that manufacture them as well
as the associated distributors or retailers
come and go. It’s a natural economic cycle,
and even the marketplace for the O gauge
hobby is not immune.

During my early years in O gauge,
1:48 scale passenger and freight cars were
built from wood and metal kits such as
Ambroid, Athearn, Kasiner, Westbrook,
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Shift

Walthers, and others (Photo 1). Or, they
were constructed from the ground up using
raw materials, what today is called built from
scratch. Some locomotives were offered as
kits, a few were manufactured, and many
were erected from brass sheet and bar stock
on a basement workbench or even a kitchen
table. Except for a few operating toy train
accessories, specialized materials for building
a layout were extremely limited or simply
not available. When it came to creative use
of strange materials, Heloise was an amateur
compared to creative model railroaders.

In later years, I found and bought
plastic kits from InterMountain, Red
Caboose, Chooch, and others that were
enjoyable to build (Photo 2). As a side
note, I've stashed several wooden and
metal car kits plus an unreasonable num-
ber of plastic kits to build at my leisure
after I retire. But I digress.

2015

Today, rolling stock kits in the
O gauge market are just about extinct,
and locomotive kits are nonexistent. In
their places are the myriad of types and
road names of ready-to-run traditional and
scale-sized locomotives and rolling stock.
The sheer magnitude of trains available
today is staggering with offerings regularly
released from Atlas, Lionel, MTH, 3rd
Rail, and Williams by Bachmann. This
cornucopia of motive power and rolling
stock on both new and secondary markets
was unimaginable when I reentered the
hobby in 1990.

What I view as even more staggering
in today’s O gauge train marketplace is the
availability of ready-built and kit structures
of all types from single-family residences
to commercial and industrial buildings.
In place of the homemade wood and
cardboard structures of yesteryear are the



contemporary plastic, resin, composite,
or ceramic buildings from a number of
OGR advertisers including but certainly
not limited to Atlas, Lionel, MTH,
Menards, OGR Publishing, River Leaf,
and Woodland Scenics. Of course, rail-
road-specific structures are also available
on the market from various suppliers.
Structures can be as-designed, modified
with parts from kits, or altered with
pieces bought separately and combined to
create unique single or grouped multiple
buildings to suit the individual hobbyist.
Custom-constructed structures are also
extremely popular with a number of
O gauge railroaders.

Aha! And therein lies the biggest
element of change in O gauge railroading.
What used to be centered on just running
trains, with a number of them built one car
or locomotive at a time, has evolved into
creating Lilliputian ecospheres for today’s
ready-to-run trains. Because of this...well,
lec’s simply call it a paradigm shift into
what many hobbyists now want, specialized
materials are now offered for constructing
realistic, downright convincing scenes that
are art forms within themselves. Names like
Athearn, Westbrook, and Walthers have
been replaced by Silflor, Heki, and Noch.
Where Bowser was a commonly revered
marque in the 1950s, Scenic Express has
become a household name around today’s
layout platform.

Additionally, specialized and individu-
alized structures and scenery have fostered
cottage entrepreneurs who, instead of pro-
ducing custom-built railway equipment,
create complete scenes in the form of
ready-to-install modules. Examples of such
modules from my personal experience are

the InstaRamas from Frank Mullen’s
Layouts Refinements (Photo 3). As can be
seen in these two very personal scenes that
Frank created for me, the modeling skill to
create such a convincing art form is totally
different from that required to build a
car kit, to say nothing of the materials
involved in the construction of the pieces.
No, they are not a train, but they would
make for a showcase neighborhood on a
museum-quality O gauge layout.

In my position on the OGR staff, I have
had the pleasure to study photos of fabulous
scenes on many of our contributors’ lay-
outs. In studying these photos and appreci-
ating the work and widely varying materials
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that went into building the subject layouts,
and especially the exceptional modeling
skills, I've seen that the O gauge railroad
marketplace is no longer a vertical market
of locomotives and rolling stock, track, and
a few rail-related accessories. It is a broad
horizontal market with specialized lumber
and electrical wire, track and switches,
dedicated power supplies, electronic remote
control systems, detailed structures, human
and animal figures, small industrial details,
highway and byway vehicles, scenery sup-
plies, and on and on. To be candid with
this shift in how the hobby is now plied and
enjoyed, we as O gauge railroaders never

had it so good. &



Build Your Own

Indusirial Empire
We have the right building for your layout needs.

Acme Machine Company
(#442) $34.95

* Easy to assemble and ready to paint
» Smaller -sized building kit for smaller layouts
*6” x 6” footprint 10” height

Homestead Furniture Factory
(#443) $44.95

* Easy to assemble and ready to paint
* Medium-sized kit for your layout
*6” x 12” footprint 10” height

Barrettsburg Tool & Die
(#941) $99.95

» Easy to assemble and ready to paint
* Our largest building kit
* Large 12” x 18” footprint

Train, rolling stock, tracks, and vehicles not included with kits

A, ™ ' Shipping and Handling Charges
Check us out on the Web at e b United States Foreign
: » “ $1 -850 ...orierreeesrrseneee $9.00 S/H.......$18.00 S/H
BB $50 - $100 .overrrrrrcrrern $11.00 S/H.......$22.00 S/H
100 - $200 ...vvvvsrr v ere 13.00 S/H.......$26.00 S/H
www.ogaugerr.com VORI | 5o e
=l HE ,USA ..

0GR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road

Poland, OH 44514 “All major credit cards accepted” CALL 800'980'6477
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Scheduled Meets listings cost $25.00 per issue. Listings may be placed via e-mail at info@ogaugerr.com or by regular mail. For more information,
visit www.ogaugerr.com and click on “Train Meets” in the menu displayed in the left-hand column.

November 20-22, 2015

ONTARIO, CA — T.T.O.S. Southwestern
Division 43rd Annual Cal-Stewart Meet,
Convention Center, 2000 E. Convention
Center Way. Welcome dinner Friday. 9a-5p
Sat. and Sun., Adm: family $30 or $15 Sun.
only. Operating layouts, 330+ tables, auction,
demolition derby, train races, parts man. Info:
www.cal-stewart.org.

November 21, 2015

JACKSONVILLE, FL — TCA Train Show,
Morocco Shrine Auditorium, 3800 St.
Johns Bluff Rd., 1-95 Exit 349 to FL 228 to
Beach Blvd. to St. Johns Bluff Rd. 10a-3p,
Adm: $5, under 12 free. Displays, layouts, door
prizes. Info: Chuck Bryner, 904-272-7060,

Bryner@comcast.net.

November 29, 2015
KITTANNING, PA - Train Show, Kittanning
Township Volunteer Fire Hall, Rte. 422 E. of
Kittanning. 10a-4p, Adm: $3, 12 and under
free. Info: David Campbell, 734 Freeport Rd.,
Butler, PA 16002, 724-352-1113.

December 5-6, 2015

TURLOCK, CA - San Joaquin Valley Toy
Train Operators Annual Model Train Show,
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 900 N.
Broadway, (Fulkerth exit off Hwy. 99). Adm:
$5, under 12 free. Free parking, food court,
operating layouts and dealer/vendor tables.
Info: www.sjvtoytrainoperatorsinc.com.

December 12, 2015

NASHVILLE, TN - Music City Chapter
of the Dixie Division TCA 22nd Annual
Christmas Toy Train Show, Tennessee State
Fairgrounds, Agricultural Bldg. 9a-4p, Adm:
$7, under 12 free. Info: Vic Petrone, 7600
Indian Spring Dr., Nashville, TN 37221,
615-646-2232, www.dixiedivisiontca.com.

COLUMBUS, OH - 58th Buckeye Model
Train & Railroad Artifacts Show, Ohio Expo
Center (Lausche Bldg.). 9a-4p, Adm: $7, under
12 free. Info: Gordon Hartranft, 58 Creed
Circle, Campbell, OH 44405, 330-755-1914,

nlion02@aol.com, www.gserr.com.

December 12-13, 2015

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL — 7th Annual
Toy & Train Show, St. Marks School Gym,
3395 Burns Rd. Sat. 9a-3p, Sun. 1la-3p,
Adm: $7, under 12 free, family $12. Info: Wil
Wagner, 561-373-9603, wwainc@comcast.net,
www.Derrickwagnerfoundation.com.

December 13, 2015

MASSILLON, OH - CJ Trains Winter Train
& Toy Show, Knights of Columbus Hall, 988
Cherry Rd. NW. 10a-3p, Adm: $5, 12 and
under free. Tables: 148 at 8 ft. $20 ea. Info:
Jon Ulbright, 941 Buchholz Dr., Wooster,
OH 44691, 330-262-7488 (after 6 pm EST),

cathijon@sssnet.com, www.cjtrains.com.

December 19-20, 2015
TAMPA, FL — 14th Tampa Model Train
Show, Florida State Fairgrounds, Special
Events Center. 9a-5p on Sat., 10a-4p on Sun.,
Adm: $8, under 12 free. Info: Charles Miller,
3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington, VA 22213,

rrshows@aol.com, www.gserr.com.

December 20, 2015

KIRTLAND, OH - Christmas Train &
Toy Show, Lakeland Community College,
AFC Main Gym, 7700 Clocktower Dr.,
[-90 and Rte. 306. 10a-3:30p, Adm: $6,
6-12 $3, family $12.00. Info: 440-256-8141,

www.cleveshows.com.

January 23, 2016

LARGO, FL — TCA Train Show. MinnReg
Building, 6340 126th Ave. 10a-3p, Adults:
$5, under 12 free. Displays, layouts, door
prizes. Info: Charles Anyan, 727-345-0288,

canyanl@tampabay.rr.com.

Be sure and visit our
Web Store at

www.ogaugerr.com

8967 Ridge Road
North Rose, NY 14516
serving the United States and Canada for over 70 years
Phone: 315-483-6577 or www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com

0 Gauge GROUND THROWS

Simple to use. High reliability. Cost effective.

Molded from tough self-lubricating
Delrin®. Model 208S has two internal
stainless steel springs pre-loadedto 6 oz.
to provide machine overtravel and turn-
out point tension. Simple to mount-
center turnout points and throw handle.
Connect and fasten with two fasteners.

107R Rigid.... $3.30
(Supply yol g linkage)
208S SPring.......cceveerenes $3.45

AT DEALERS OR DIRECT

Add $4.50 handling per order
IL residents add 8% sales tax

.

8511 W. Mound Rd.
CABOOSE INDUSTRIES Lena, IL 61048-9697

waw. caboosernd. com
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AZ Mesa
Specializing in O, 027, MTH, Lionel, Atlas O
Largest selection of current O gauge trains in the state!
PS2, PS3 and Legacy experts! Closed Sun & Mon.

ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT
755 McKellips Rd Ste 5 480-833-9486
www.arizonatraindepot.com

CA Burbank
So. Cal's leading "0" Gauge store!
3rd Rail, Centerline, GarGraves, QSIndustries,
TM Books & Videos, Woodland Scenics.

THE TRAIN SHACK INC
1030 N Hollywood Way 818-842-3330
www.trainshack.com

CA Culver City
A friendly model railroad store since 1946.
3 miles from LAX. All scale, all sizes including Marklin.
Fleischman and Digitrax too. Info@alliedmodeltrains.com

ALLIED MODEL TRAINS
4371 Sepulveda Blvd 310-313-9353
www.alliedmodeltrains.com

CA Pasadena
Exclusively Trains since 1951. Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB,
Athearn, Atlas. Open 7 days. Large selection of
0 -0n30- 027 - G. Brass, books & tools.

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP
2490 E Colorado Blvd 626-796-7791
www.thewhistlestop.com

CA Roseville (Sacramento)
Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Atlas, MTH, GarGraves, brass imports, books, detail parts.
Open 7 days.

AILROAD HOBBIES
916-782-6067
www.rrhobbies.com

R,
119 Vernon St

CA Westminster
Largest Selection of O/G in So Cal!
Discount Prices, Huge selection of used trains!
Open 6 Days a week!

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-893-1015
www.milepost38modeltrains.com

CA Yuba City
Williams entire catalog in stock. Same day shipping.
Written order confirmations. Huge inventory of tinplate,
Hi-rail O, 027, books, videos, tools and supplies.

WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave, Ste 203 530-673-6776
www.westerndepot.com

CO Denver
EXPERT REPAIRS
Lionel New and Old - MTH - Atlas O
American Flyer - Marx - Electric RR Company

ONLY 3 RAIL
7245 Gilpin Way #220
www.only3rail.com

303-638-8357

CO Louisville
Full Service Train Store specializing in O Gauge
Authorized Lionel service center. Other scales available.
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4 closed Sunday.

TIM'S TOY TRAINS
1140 E South Boulder Rd
www.timstoytrains.com

303-666-5468

CT Cos Cob
Well rounded store featuring special orders.
M-S 9:30 to 5:30. Closed Sunday.

ANN'S HOBBY CENTER
405 E Putman Ave 203-869-0969

DE Ocean View
Lionel new & used. Atlas, Bachmann, MTH. We buy used
trains. Auth. Lionel repairs. Large inventory of used HO trains.
Tues-Sat 11-4:30 Closed Sun/Mon. No sales tax in DE.

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave 302-539-1601
www.seasidehobbies.com

FL Miami
Largest all train store in the south. Z, N, HO, O, On30, S, G,
Stand Gauge. MTH, Lionel, Atlas O, Weaver, Williams and
LGB. Open Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-3.

READY TO ROLL INC
831 NW 143rd St 305-688-8868
www.readytorolltrains.com

FL Orlando
O scale and Lionel.
Factory authorized Lionel repair station.

COLONIAL PHOTO & HOBBY INC.
634 N Mills St 407-841-1485
www.colonialphotohobby.com

FL Pensacola
All scales - Buy, Trade and Sell. Operating Layouts.
Tuesday through Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N Palafox St. 850-478-8584
WWW.trains-usa.com

FL Sarasota
Trains! Trains! Trains!
Operating O gauge layout.
Mon-Thu 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-5.

GULF COAST MODEL RAILROAD
3222 Clark Rd 941-923-9303
www.gcmrr.com

GA Atlanta
"The Best Train Store In Atlanta.” Full selection of O Gauge
items. Repairs on premises.
Friendly staff, great service, best prices!

LEGACY STATION
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy 770-339-7780
www.legacystation.com

IA Urbandale
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Weaver, 3rd Rail, Arttista,
Williams, DPM, detail parts - supplies.
Rte 1-80/35 Exit 129, 2 miles south

HOBBY HAVEN
2575 86th St. 515-276-8785

www.hobbyhaven.com

IL Berwyn
Largest selection of 3-rail O gauge trains in Chicagoland.
In store layout. Authorized Value-Added dealer & service.
Open 6 days

BERWYN'S TOY TRAINS
7025 Ogden Ave 708-484-4384
www.berwynstoytrains.com

IL Chicago
Largest variety of 3-rail,
Repair Service. Books & video tapes.
Service is the key to our success. Give us a call.

CHICAGOLAND HOBBY
6017 Northwest Hwy 773-775-4848
www.chicagoland-hobby.com

IN  Mishawaka
We buy and sell Lionel and Flyer.
Areas largest preowned O,S,HO and N

NEW YORK CENTRAL TOYS & HOBBIES
2000 Lincolnway East 574-255-8538
www.nyctrainstore.com

KS Overland Park
0, S, HO, N, G and Z scales. Lionel and MTH authorized

service center. New,used and vintage trains and memoriablia.

Lionel, MTH, AF, Marklin and LGB

FRED'S TRAIN SHOP
7327 W 80th St 913-383-3500
www.fredstrainshop.com

KS Overland Park
0 Gauge, HO, G and N scale. Lionel, MTH authorized service
center. Mon - Fri 9t0 5, Sat 10 to 4

FRANK'S TRAIN SHOP
15105 Metcalf Ave 913-681-6830
www.frankstrainshop.com

MD Cockeysville
Authorized Lionel & MTH Sales & Service. Great selection of
0, HO, & N scale trains from most manufacturers.
Books, DVDs, & Scenery products.

M B KLEIN
243A Cockeysville Rd 410-229-9995
www.modeltrainstuff.com

MD Forest Hill
Model Trains & Accessories. All gauges and makes.
Hi-Rail & Scale bought, sold and repaired.
Railroad Gifts!

FOREST HILL STATION
15 E Jarrettsville Rd 410-893-1089

MD Gaithersburg
Trains and more serving your creative needs.
Primarily O and HO, scenery and tools. Order N & G.
Authorized repairs and upgrades available.

ENGINE HOUSE HOBBIES-GAITHERSBURG
1A East Diamond Ave 301-590-0816
www.enginehousehobbies.net

MD Leonardtown
Specializing in Lionel Corporation Tinplate!
Authorized dealer for all O Gauge manufacturers.
3 operating layouts of all gauges, Z thru G. M-F 9-5, Sat 9-3

SIDE TRACK HOBBIES
25479 Point Lookout Rd 301-475-5381
www.sidetrackhobbies.com

MD Mount Air
All gauges G to Z. Lionel, Flyer, American Models, LGB,
Marklin, Atlas. Trains, accessories & scenic materials.
Authorized Lionel Svc. Station. Since 1910. Visit our website!

TRAIN DEPOT-MOUNT AIRY
1 South Main St 301-607-8155
www.traindepotmd.com

ME York Village
Most scales available. New Pre-owned and vintage. Working
Layout! Jan - Apr open Thurs thru Mon 10-5. May - Dec -
Open DAILY 10 - 5.

YORK VILLAGE MARKET PLACE
891 US Route 1 207-363-4830
www.yorkvillagemarketplace.com

MI Fraser
Specializing in 2-rail O scale.
We stock all O scale brands in depth!

Open 7 Days - Credit cards accepted.

P & D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy 586-296-6116
www.pdhobbyshop.com

MI Saginaw
Auth. Lionel Service/Heritage Dealer, MTH, Weaver, Atlas O,
LGB, Walthers, Aristo-Craft. Parts, paints, tools, supplies.
Mon - Sat 9:30-5:30

BRASSEUR ELECTRIC TRAINS, INC
410 Court St 989-793-4753
www.traindoctor.com

MO St. Louis
Lionel & American Flyer Specialists.
Large selection at discount prices. We buy, sell and repair.
Value-added Dealer & Service Station.

ELECTRIC TRAIN OUTLET
9517 Page Blvd 314-428-2211
www.electrictrainoutlet.com

NC Spencer
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, HO, N, Z, books & videos!
Authorized Lionel & MTH Service Center
Tuesday through Saturday - 10:00 to 5:30

LITTLE CHOO CHOO SHOP INC.
500 S Salisbury Ave 800-334-CHOO
www.littlechoochooshop.com

NC Winston-Salem
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, K-Line, Sunset/3rd Rail.
Large selection of older MTH. Store layout.
First in O gauge! Mon-Sat 10 to 6.

TRAIN LOFT
4007-B Country Club Rd
www.trainloft.com

336-760-9817

NJ Barnegat
Lionel and MTH Authorized Service Station.
Lionel Value Added Dealer. Electric Railroad Company
Command Control and Sound Kits Sales & Installations.

ALL ABOARD TRAINS-BARNEGAT
8 Transom Lane 609-693-2552
www.allaboardtrains1.com

NJ Cedar Grove
Authorized Marklin, Lionel, Sales.
LGB, 027, HO, N and Z scale trains.
Sales and Service!

TONY'S TRAIN TOWN-CEDAR GROVE
575 Pompton Ave 973-857-2337
www.tonystraintown.com

NJ Newton
Authorized Lionel and MTH sales & service.
New and used trains in a friendly place.
Tues. - Sat. 10 AM - 5 PM Thurs. evening until 8 PM

FEELS LIKE HOME LLC
185 Spring St 973-383-9100
www.feelslikehomeonline.com

NJ Pt Pleasant Beach
Lionel Value Added Dealer, authorized MTH Retailer. A
Complete Model RR Store with expert repair & service.
N, HO, S and O Gauge. New location open 7 days a week.

THE TRAIN ROOM
715 Arnold Ave
www.trainroomnj.com

732-892-5145

NJ Somerville
All scales N thru G, Open Tues-Fri 11-7 Sat 11-5 Sun 12-4
Also stock Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics, Scenic
Express, Atlas, Lionel, MTH. Custom orders encouraged.

BIG LITTLE RR SHOP
63 W Main St 908-685-8892
www.biglittle.com

NJ Totowa
Lionel, K-Line, GarGraves, Atlas. Ameri-Towne Buildings.
Authorized Lionel Service Station.
New and Used. Buy and Sell.

WALKER'S HARDWARE
294 Union Blvd 973-942-2694

NV Las Vegas
Lionel, MTH trains and accessories. New and used.
Buy, sell, repair. Value-Added Dealer and Service Station.

TRAIN ENGINEER

2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754
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NY Freeport
Long Islands oldest hobby shop.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, S, HO and N gauges.
Since 1946. Visit us or our website!

NASSAU HOBBY CENTER INC.
13 W Merrick Rd 516-378-9594
www.nassauhobby.com

NY Staten Island
Specializing in O gauge and Standard gauge model trains
and accessories. Low prices and great service.
Email: e-zcatch@verizon.net

E-Z CATCH MODEL TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St 718-727-7373
www.e-zcatch.com/

NY Tappan
Trains in all gauges, Lionel current, pre and postwar, Weaver,
MTH, Atlas O, GarGraves, LGB, REA, Thomas, Learning
Curve. Monday thru Saturday 10-6.

OLD & WEARY CAR SHOP INC
33 Rte 303 845-680-0405
www.theoldandwearycarshop.com

OH Akron
A MASSIVE amount of O Gauge trains.
We specialize in hard to find MTH and Lionel trains.
Wed - 11amto 1 pm Fri& Sat-11amto4 pm

AARON'S CITY TRAINS
587 Grant St. 234-678-3482
Www.aaronscitytrains.com

OH Avonlake
3 Rail, 2 Rail and O Gauge Accessories
Quality Customer Service

UNCLE RAY'S TRAINS
32961 Pinoak Pkwy Suite 3 440-933-0609
www.uncleraystrainsoh.com

OH Cleveland
Cleveland's largest Lionel dealer. MTH, Williams, Flyer and
Marx. Lotsa old stuff. Expert train repair.
Al credit cards accepted. Call for hours.

TRADING POST TRAIN SHOP
4394 Pearl Rd 216-661-7300

OH Columbus
Specializing in Z, N, HO, O and G Scale European &
American Model Trains. Marklin, Walthers, Lionel, MTH,
Atlas. We Buy and Sell Used Toys and Trains.

ROBBIES HOBBIES
4578 N High St. 614-265-7288
www.robbies-hobbies.com

OH Mason (Cincinnati)
Full service trains, all scales new and old
bought, sold and traded.

DIXIE UNION STATION
110 W Main St 513-459-0460
www.dixieunionstation.com

OH Oberlin (W. Clev.)
Where the bull stays in the barn
and the train rolls down the track.
Authorized MTH Service & Demo Center

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd 440-774-2131
www.stockyardexpress.com

PA Blue Ridge Summit
Train specialists with a large selection of O, HO, N scales.
Ready-to-Run kits & scratch-building supplies.

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trl E 717-794-2860
www.mainlinehobby.net

PA Broomall
Lionel, American Flyer, Williams, new MPC, Standard O and
S gauges bought, sold, traded. Authorized Service Center.

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS INC
2343 W Chester Pk 610-353-8585
Wwww.nstrains.com

PA Feasterville (Phl|a.2
Lionel, Flyer, LGB, K-Line, MTH, Marklin, HO, N, Z
Large displays. Buy/Sell/Repair. M-F 12 - 8. Sat 10 -5
Sunday 10-5 December Only. Closed Sat In July & August

JOES TRAIN STATION
21 East Street Rd 215-322-5182
www.joestrainstation.com

PA Hanover
New and used O and S gauge trains. MTH and Lionel
authorized dealer and service center.
Open Tue - Fri 12-5 Sat10-4

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED

PA Imperial
MTH, Lionel, Kline, Atlas-O, Gargraves, USA Trains,
scenery supplies, repairs. O, HO and G Scales.
Collections bought. Large MTH Inventory.

IMPERIAL TRAIN CO.

PA Irwin
Authorized Lionel Service Center #251.
Carrying a big line of die-cast cars & trucks.

Sales, service, and repair on all makes and models.

LEN'S TRAINS AND CUSTOM DIE-CAST

PA Leola
0, 027, HO, S. Authorized Lionel Service Station #344.
Buy, sell, trade, repair and restore toy trains.

CONESTOGA HOBBIES

38 York St 717-637-4717 | 450 Penn Lincoln Dr 724-695-7552 | 132 Lauffer Ln (Mars Hill Rd) 724-446-9791 | 321 E Main St 717-656-0666
www.imperialtrainco.com www.lenstrainshop.com
PA Mercer PA New Castle PA Strasburg

Specializing in all O Scale needs from track, scenery and
Artista figures. Premier MTH and 3rd Rail brass locomotives.
Stop by and see our 21'x10' fully detailed DCS & TMCC

MERCER JUNCTION
151 N Diamond St 724-662-1110
www.mercerjunction.com

Buy, sell, trade and repair all types of trains.
Giant Lionel miniature village display during holidays.
Call for hours.

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd 724-652-4912
www.undergroundrrshop.com

PA Salunga (Lancaster
New and used O and HO trains, tools, scratch building
supplies. Full line hobby shop.
Tue, Wed, THUR 10- 6 Fri 10-7 Sat10- 4

COOL TRAINS HOBBIES
106 W Main St 717-898-7119
www.cooltrains.com

From trains to scenery, everything for the layout builder.
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Open 7 days.
Next to Choo Choo Barn.

CHOO CHOO BARN, INC.
Rte 741 E 717-687-7911

www.etrainshop.com

PA Uniontown
Lionel, MTH, Atlas. Authorized Lionel & MTH warrenty repairs
Open 7 days M-F 10 - 7, Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5

PA York
Train specialists in O, HO, S and standard gauge.
Most diversified selection of MTH in mid-atlantic region.
Loaded, one of Americas 10 best shops.

SC West Columbia
All Scales - All Major Brands of Model Railroad Equipment.
We buy and sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10 to 6. Closed Sunday.

UT Salt Lake City
All scales available. Five operafing layouts. Scenery supplies,
paint, DCC. Buy and sell all scales.
Hours 10-6 M - S Closed Sunday. All major Credit cards.

GET A HOBBY B & E JUNCTION NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP TRAIN SHOPPE
35 W Main St 724-438-7246 | 17 Market St 717-699-1234 | 405 State St 803-791-3958 | 2964 S State St 801-322-2729
www.getahobby.net www.trainshoppeslc.com
VA Chantill VA Manassas WA Tacoma WI Butler

Authorized Dealer/Repair Center for MTH and Lionel.
Athearn - Model Power - Atlas - Am. Flyer. 1-1/2" Ride on.
G,0,S,HO,0n30,N,Z Scales. RC Boats/Planes/Cars.

TRAIN DEPOT-CHANTILLY
713944 | Willard Rd 703-953-3767
www.traindepot.biz

Northern Virginia's largest train store!
Pre-War and Post War Lionel in stock.
Expert train repairs.

TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497
www.toytrainsandcollectibles.com

Large selection of O gauge trains, scenery, paints & tools.
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.

TACOMA TRAINS & HOBBIES
3813 North 26th St 253-756-7517
www.tacoma-trains.com

Lionel, MTH, LGB, American Flyer, Matchbox Toys
Authorized Lionel and MTH Service Center
REPAIRS - BUY - SELL - TRADE

SOMMERFELDS TRAINS INC
12620 W Hampton Ave 262-783-7797
www.sommerfelds.com

WI Green Ba
Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics.
Books, videos, magazines. Buy-Sell-Trade-Repair.
M12-7, T-F 10-5. S 10-2. Nov - Mar

GB TRAIN SHOP
920-496-9697
www.railtycoon.com

1353 Velp Ave

*Include 150 characters of copy

- Your store name, address, phone number, and website in each issue

- Display up to four logos featuring the top manufacturers in the hobby

- Your website linked to the OGR website

-Ads listed by state, making it easier for readers to find your location

Have Your Dealership Listed Here for Only $150 a Year!

Call: 1-800-980-6477 for Details
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Kit #967

PALACE THEATER

» Easy to assemble
and ready to paint

* Perfect for the
downtown area of
your layout

* Colorful lighted
marquee from Miller
Engineering

* Marquee comes blank
and can be customized
with several movie
titles that are peel
and stick overlays

CALL 800-980-6477

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514

Footprint: 6”x 6”
Height: Approximately. 9”
Marquee Size: 7.75” x 2.64”

With the word “Theater”
removed, the marquee
height is 1.4”.

with MILLER ENGINEERING
LIGHTED MAGRQUEE

$74.95

each plus S/H
Mg

X P N

NWADEINY

=THE .USA
Check us out on the Web at

www.ogaugerr.com

“All major
credit cards accepted”
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www.bachmanntrains.com

PULLMAN 12-1 & 8-1-2 SLEEPERS IN ABS

The Pullman Company produced 1000s of Sleepers. They were used during WWII to transport troops
across our great nation. After WWII these sleepers were leased and sold to most all railroads and painted
in their liveries.

Golden Gate Depot is producing these 12-1 and 8-1-2 Sleepers in ABS Plastic, in all the roads listed
below for your enjoyment. These Sleepers have the best interior detail of any car in this class. The
underbody detail is only matched by brass models. The trucks are tried and true, with machined metal
wheels that are nickel plated. Full Interiors with many figures per car. Overhead LED Lighting.

3 Rail Cars come with Lionel compatible couplers and will traverse 054 or Larger Track and Switches.

Available in Early 2016

<R
6@?"’;} B&O - CB&Q - CP - GN - N&W - NH - NP - NYC (TTG) - PULLMAN GREEN - SF 2 s
[«

t Q,O"‘ SP (GREEN AND TTG) - PRR - UP YELLOW - MILWAUKEE - UNLETTERED GREEN <©

COALING TOWER |SF EL CAPITAN

OGLE 100 TON Wooden Coaling
Facility in ABS Plastic:

Fully Assembled with Light Kit Installed
Movable Chutes (Manual)
Small Footprint:
7" X 9" X 22" Tall
Spectacular Scale Detail with 8 CAR SETS
Brass Chain and Pulley - Scale Trucks (Die Cast)
Details - Scale Interior Super Details w/ LEDs

- 054 Track or Larger (48" Radius 2R)
AVAILABLE FOR RESERVATION
Black(Shown) or Brown - 3R Couplers or 2R w/Kadee Ready

Coming Late 2015 Coming Late 2015

By Reservation Onl

1930’ - 1950’ Little People

“Little People” Seated and Standing Figures for O Scale
Highly Detailed, Variety of Painted Men and Women
Package of 36 Seated Figures for only $24.95

IN STOCK NOw!!!

Contact Us: sales@goldengatedepot.com - 925-820-7701
See Us at: www.goldengatedepot.com



www.goldengatedepot.com

NEW OGR VIDEO!

Great layout Adventures 11
featuring Bill Bramlage's new Tower City and
Bob Bartizek's PRR 3-rail layout.
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