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.+ An Open Letterifrom Steve (R‘msé) Brenneisen !

Hello everyone, Steve Brenneisen here from Ross Custom Switches. One of the first questions I am asked when someone
is trying to figure out what track and switches to use on their empire is “Okay Steve, why should I get it from Ross?”
Some folks think I am going to go into a list of what is wrong with Atlas or MTH switches (our main competitors) but I
am not here to bash the other guys product. I do know, however, that after 41 years of building these things we are doing
alot right. You may also ask why I don’t mention GarGraves and that is because we have more of a synergistic relation-
ship with them than a competitive one. I originally started building Ross switches to mate with GarGraves flex track,
which was then, and still is, the standard of the O gauge world in flex (yep, you can bend it to any radius). Our sectional
track (not bendable) and switches mate right up using the same track pins.

Our main objectives at RCS are to make switches (and track) that work as flawlessly as possible with all O
gauge equipment, regardless of manufacturer. We have worked hard to get there and have made a lot of changes through
the years to make that possible. Because it is relatively easy for us to make a change in our hand-built switches and track,
we can keep up with innovative new ideas and modern equipment needs. Believe it or not, train manufacturers have
few or no industry standards to which they build their equipment. It is a real challenge to make switches that are able to
handle all the various locomotives and cars that are out there these days, but we do it!

Secondly, we want them to look as good as possible. Now I happen to lean towards brunettes, but would never
tell someone that blondes are not attractive, too, so to each his own. However, most real railroad ties are made of wood
infused with creosote, so ours are made of wood and are black just like creosote (not brown).

Thirdly, we want to, and do, make our products right here in the USA in our Connecticut shop. Now our afore-
mentioned competitors are made in China and that alone does not make them inferior. It does make it hard to make
improvements and changes though and that’s where we shine (see goal #1). It also can make product hard to get, and as
of this writing (the fall of 2013) at least one of our Chinese made friends are having difficulty getting product at all. Not
something you want to hear if you are a layout builder! We are making our ALWAYS available track and switches right
here in your back yard. That means your money stays right here in your back yard, and that is a real plus for America
and the families that the guys who work here are responsible for.

Finally we make 54 different switches and crossings, and 14 different radii of track, along with straight track,
too. No one else comes close! Here is the score;

(From websites Sept. 2013)

MTH switches and crossings....8......track radii...4 (ScaleTrax)

Atlas switches and crossings....21....track radii...9

Ross Custom Switches and crossings....54...track radii...14

(Atlas will mate with Ross using regular Atlas rail joiners. ScaleTrax does not easily mate with either)

As you can see, in sports terms, those numbers add up to a real butt kickin! Absolutely no one but Ross gives you the
variety and the chance to do everything the real railroads do. And another one of the real advantages of Ross is that it is
EASY to cut so you have even more versatility! You are not bound by the constraints that some other track “systems” put
on you. Our steel rail works with Magna-Traction too, the others above do not.

Last but not least, don’t forget to check your local dealer to see if they carry RCS, or if you prefer, call us...
800-331-1395 ...and talk to a real live person who actually builds our track and switches (9am-4pm and/or from 11-4
Eastern most Mondays-Fridays, me.) We can answer any questions on layout building or design that you may have, and
oh yeah, take an order too!

Or email for a catalog; steve@rossswitches.com or check out our website: rossswitches.com

Nice talking with you, and Happy Railroading!

1-800-331-1395

Call for a free catalog
www.rossswitches.com

0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2014


www.rossswitches.com

Run 274
December 2014
Volume 44 / No.7

21

51

40
48
54
56
63

4 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2014

PRODUCT REVIEWS

Lionel Corporation Tinplate
269E Distant Control Freight Set

Williams by Bachmann
NS Heritage SD90

FEATURES

Christmas Memories and a Cherished City
Skip Natoli

Buildings for the Holidays and Beyond
John Rapacz

0 Tannenbaum
Tom Thurston

All Aboard on a Magical Journey
Dave Siburn and Ed Boyle

Northwestern Railway
Randy Bynum



DIVISIONS

Editor’s Corner A Season to Believe

Smoke Signals Product Announcements

Readers’ Rails Your Trains and Layouts

Collector’s Gallery The Rarest Hell Gate Bridges

Rail Tales Railfans at 115 North Main

Backshop Building a Layout: Uses for Foam Core Board
The Helper Engine Backwoods Trains

Scheduled Meets Shows to Attend

Dealer Roundhouse 0 Gauge Shops

Down the Line In Our Next Issue

Advertiser Index Advertisers in This Issue

LIONEL'S TEN-VEAR RIDE ON THE POLAR EXPRESS o N T H E c ov E R
13 z

T

All the color, action, bright lights, and excitement of a
Christmas season in New York City are more than amply
captured in this scene on the outstanding holiday layout
built by Skip Natoli. Here, a commuter train, headed by
a Williams by Bachmann 2-6-0 Mogul in appropriate
Christmas livery, is loaded with happy holiday shoppers as
it winds its way through one of the city’s noted boroughs.
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Editor’s Corner

Allan Miller

In addition to the evolving line of Polar Express starter sets, add-on cars, and other accessories, Lionel has also produced scale-size Polar Express items including
this 1:48 scale 1225 Berkshire seen on Emile Henault’s 2013 Christmas layout. Emile tells me that this year he’ll be adding the new gold-painted version of

this same locomotive to his layout.

This being the 10th anniversary of the Polar Express, at
least as far as the movie and the O gauge railroading world are con-
cerned, it seems appropriate to expound on the story that initially
sparked interest in this magical train and to touch on how Lionel
has contributed to perpetuating the magic and the message.

In summary, the story of the Polar Express is a fanciful account
of the adventures of a young boy simply named Hero Boy in the
2004 movie’s credits. You'll need to read Chris Van Allsburg’s book
or see the film to fully appreciate this tale.

The lad has reached the point in his young life where he is
starting to lose some of his childhood innocence and, in particu-
lar, his belief in that ever-popular honcho of toy-making elves:
Santa Claus. Hero Boy’s sleep on Christmas Eve is disrupted by
the rumblings of a train on the street outside his bedroom

window. Venturing out to see what is happening, he is enticed
to board the train by its conductor. “Well? You coming?”
the conductor impatiently inquires. “Where?” asks the lad.
“Why, to the North Pole, of course. This is the Polar Express!”
the conductor exclaims.

At the last possible moment, Hero Boy somewhat reluctantly
hops aboard. In the passenger car he meets his fellow travelers who
will share this magical journey to the North Pole and Santa’s head-
quarters. Their action-packed adventure is filled with excitement
en route to and at their ultimate destination. It’s a trip filled with
significant messages for young and old alike relating to trust, faith,
friendship, loyalty, and a host of other human values. Above all,
it’s an affirmation of the spirit of the season and the importance of
simply believing.

0 GAUGE RAILROADING /s published seven times yearly
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So where and how does Lionel fit into all of this? Well despite
the story line and Tom Hanks in the leading role in the film, the
true star of this inspirational tale is the train. It’s a distinctive and
handsome train in regard to its paint scheme, with power provided
by a fictionalized representation of the real Pere Marquette 1225, a
2-8-4 Berkshire built by Lima Locomotive Works in 1941. The
owner of the 1225 provided the prototype blueprints as well as the
sounds for the animated film. Note the coincidental, I assume,
seasonal symbolism of the engine’s number of 12-25.

Lionel’s decision to market a Polar Express train set to
coincide with release of the filmed version of the story was obviously
a wise one. It was likely planned a couple of years or more in
advance of the movie’s debut—definitely a good move on the part
of Lionel leadership at the time.

The Lionel Polar Express set is pretty much the ideal around-
the-Christmas-tree toy train. Further inside this issue, you'll find
Dave Siburn’s and Ed Boyle’s detailed history of this special product
line from inception to the present.

I imagine that more than a few Polar Express sets from Lionel

,*‘Iu ==

P S e N

Emile Henault’s Polar Express collection also includes a new 10th anniversary diesel streamliner passenger set headed by an FT locomotive.

have also inspired their owners to explore the world of O gauge
model railroading in more depth after the holidays. It’s been my
experience that these sets seem to appeal to a good many
experienced hobbyists as much as they do to the young crowd.

Lionel has done a fine job of keeping the Polar Express story
and the message it conveys front and center in countless holiday
celebrations for a decade with no end in sight. In so doing, the
nation’s oldest maker of toy trains has helped to reinforce and
perpetuate the long-standing traditional link between trains and
Christmas established by Joshua Lionel Cowen. I imagine he
would be quite proud.

Near the end of the film as Hero Boy returns home aboard the
Polar Express, the conductor provides this sage advice as he helps
the boy off the train, “One thing about trains, it doesnt matter
where they’re going. What matters is deciding to get on.” If even
a few Polar Express fans are enticed to “get on” with O gauge rail-
roading this holiday season and beyond, the magic will continue.

Believe! And here’s wishing you, your family, and your friends,
a very Merry Christmas and a joyous holiday season!

PHONE: 800-980-6477
FAX:

EMAIL: info@ogaugerr.com
MAIL:

Stop by the OGR On-Line Forum at www.ogaugerr.com . .. THE place on the web to talk about O gauge trains!

330-757-3711

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514
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_ POWERFUL ENGINES,
AN LIGH-TECH FEATURES,

| Wireless remote

\
/ Dual maintenance-free motors

N Operational mode selection

. Front and rear ElectroCouplers™

LIONCHIEF™ PLUS IS TAKING THE MODEL RAILROADING WORLD BY STORM

These powerful diesel engines come equipped with high-tech features including: RailSounds RC™, remote activated front

and rear ElectroCouplers™, speed control, fan-driven smoke, and most of all, the ability to operate with either a remote

control or a traditional transformer at the flip of a switch on your locomotive. So don't hesitate, get yours TODAY at your
local Lionel Authorized Dealer

RS-3 GP7
* Chicago & North Western ¢ Pennsylvania e Santa Fe * Union Pacific GP7
* New York Central * Rio Grande * Northern Pacific ¢ Burlington GP7

To LocaTE A LioNEL AuTHORIZED DEALER NEAR YOU, VISIT WWW.LIONEL.COM, OR cALL 1-800-4LIONEL.


www.lionel.com

VISIONLINE

CAN

NEW VISION BIG BOY FEATURES:

o Dual Stack Smoke and Dual Chuff Sound — Each stack is equipped
with its own smoke unit, release in sync with dual chuff sounds

 Blowdown Steam on each side of firebox.

© Whistle Steam smoke effect in sync with whistle sound
o Depleting Coal Load in tender responds to actual running time,

engine speed and labor

VISIONLINE

YO

------

In 2014, Lionel will be releasing the most advar
Vision product ever brought to the market.

Featuring dual smoke stacks, whistle steam, blow down steam along with

Lionel’s first ever depleting coal tender. This Vision Big Boy proudly

continues the high standards that make Vision products the most

technically advanced trains ever made.

To learn more go to Lionel.com/VisionLine

UP 4004 — Cheyenne, WY  UP 4005 — Denver, CO  UP 4006 — St. Louis, MO

UP 4012 — Scranton, PA UP 4014 — Pomona, CA — Cheyenne, WY

UP 4017 — Green Bay, W UP 4018 — Frisco, TX Scan or go to www.lionel.com/VISIONLINE
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- Intricately Detailed Die-Cast
Metal Locomotive
- Synchronized Puffing Smoke
- Locomotive Speed Control
- Available With Hi-Rail or Scale Wheels
- Operates On 2 or 3-Rail Track
- Proto-Sound 3.0 With DCC and
DCS Command Control
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Smoke Signals

Narrow Gauge Horsepower

New in the Bachmann Spectrum line of On30 trains is the 50-ton
center-cab Whitcomb diesel locomotive. This 8-wheel diesel
features a die-cast body and frame, metal wheels, exposed cranks
and connecting rods, and the frame-mounted E-Z Mate Mark 11
couplers. The Whitcomb can be operated using analog DC power
from a traditional DC power pack and also contains a decoder
board for DCC operation. All necessary hardware is included for
owner installation of the optional 16-bit Tsunami sound module.
In addition to the color scheme shown, the model is also available
in black with silver trim, orange with cream trim, and yellow with
black stripes. The red and yellow Whitcomb 50-ton center cab with
DCC is item No. 29204 for $435.00; the separate-sale Whitcomb
plug-and-play sound module is item No. 44955 at $129.00. See
your Bachmann Trains dealer or visit www.bachmanntrains.com.

Product Announcements

| Want a Transfer!

A new transfer table is available from Millhouse River Studio.
Features include all-aluminum construction, mounting tabs
to secure to layout, and a DC gear motor. Bridge length is 28”,
which is prototypical and accommodates all O scale diesel
engines. The drive mechanism uses dual timing belts and drives
the table evenly. Both the pit and bridge are prototypical in design
and depth using five rails in the 1/2” (scale 2’) deep pit.
Main bridge deck is 3/16” aluminum plate with Adas track.
Decking and control cab are laser cut and include cast railing
stanchions with wire railings. The auto indexing system lets the
operator program four to six tracks anywhere along both sides of
the bridge travel. $1,650.00 plus shipping. Visit Millhouse River
Studio at www.studiozphoto.com.

Taking Your Layout
to a New Level

American Made Steel
Bridges, Inc. is offer-
ing its L Bridge Line
for hobbyists who
want to add an ele-
vated curved bridge to
their layouts. The 34”
diameter version is
shown with two tracks
on top and a third
lower line running
through the trestle
supports. 90-degree
curves are $50.00
each, and support tres-

Sweet Tanker

Add festive color to any freight train with this LifeSavers 2014
Cal-Stewart Candy Cane Peppermint tank car. Produced by
Lionel for the Cal-Stewart group, this special-order O gauge tank
car is based on LifeSavers 2013 holiday seasonal candy. The car
costs $62.95 plus $12.00 shipping. California residents add
$5.67 for sales tax. Order deadline is February 28, 2015. Visit
www.cal-stewart.org and click on the Cal-Stewart Souvenir Car

tles are $15.00 each. A 72”x 34" loop is $490.00. Larger diameters
are also offered. Contact Chris Eirich, 274 Hernando Rd., Winter
Haven, FL 33884; 863-207-2638; chris.obridge@gmail.com.

page for information and order form. Contact Bruce Lazarus at
cars@cal-stewart.org or 818-225-1710. LifeSavers is a registered
trademark of the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Co. and is used by permission.
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3005 Old Lawrenceburg Road, Frankfort, KY 40601

All New 1955 Chevrolet Railroad Pickups
1:43 Scale - $12.95 ea. - New!
RR-1955-CEIl - Chicago & Eastern ILlinois RR
RR-1955-CNSM - Chicago North Shore &
Milwaukee Railroad
RR-1955-EL - Erie Lackawanna Railwai
RR-1955-NC - Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis

Railway
RR-1955-RFP-2 - Richmod, Fredericksburg &
Potomac Railroad
RR-1955-RFP-3 - Richmod, Fredericksburg &
Potomac Railroad
RR-1955-WC - Wisconsin Central Ltd. Railroad
AD Code 0G2014 for $7.95 Shipping.

e 98, Gl S
|[ECAST DIRECT e 4
INCORPO IE ATED with Your Order!

o £ 1-800-718-1866
L e e 1-502-227-8697
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Layout Defense

Provide for the
defense of your
miniature empire
and honor our
armed services
from the past and
present with this
O gauge U.S.
Army Flatcar with Tank available exclusively from Menards. A futuristic tank that is
not actually based on any particular existing prototype is painted in Northern
European camouflage and comes complete with ammunition shells and box plus wheel
chocks. With a tap of your finger on the tank’s roof hatch, lights on the tank body and
at the business end of the gun barrel light up, and the unit emits various combat-type

noises. The 10” long flatcar has operating couplers and will negotiate O27 curves. Item
No. 279-0863 is available for $24.99 plus shipping directly. Check out the
Collectables section of www.menards.com.

Line ’Em Up and
Head ’Em Out

The Millhouse River Studio

new auto indexing system

Motor | Encoder Circuit Board

affords operators enhanced flex-
ibility to place turntable whisker
tracks wherever they best fit the
available layout space. There is

Motar Pulley
x

‘ Indexing Gear

no need to align tracks with a
predetermined degree of spacing
such as 7.5, 10, or 15 degrees.
An encoder determines the exact
one of 8,191 possible encoder
positions of the bridge within
the full 360 degrees of the pit. This precise alignment system also enables realistic speed
steps in the operation of the turntable. Action can be controlled and programmed by
the keypad or with a TMCC/Legacy remote. The system works on the Millhouse River
turntable or transfer table and is backward compatible with previous Millhouse River
turntables. Includes power supply, auto indexing system, and stainless steel keypad
faceplate for $347.00 plus shipping. Visit www.studiozphoto.com.

2014

Great Graphics

] & A Hobbies pro-
duces dry transfer
lettering for Lionel
and American Flyer
trains made
between 1901 and
1969 as well as for
Ives. Advancements in graphic technology have enabled ] & A Hobbies to improve the
clarity and shelf life of its product. Its new line includes locomotive, locomotive/ten-
der, and caboose lettering for eight fallen flag railroads including C&NW, SB, GN,
PRR, MKT, T&P, CB&Q), and Erie. Graphics for eight short lines (Michigan Central
shown) are also in production. Custom services are available upon request. For full
information or to order, contact Arthur C. Warnick at ] & A Hobbies, 4479 Marsh
Rd., Waynesboro, PA 17268; 717-762-2242; warnick@pa.net.

MERCHANTS DESPATCH

MERCE&NTE DESPAT(.Z'II
MIGHIGAN
GENTRAL

56714



www.diecastdirect.com/ogr
www.diecastdirect.com/ogr
http://www.studiozphoto.com/millhouse.html

Enjoy a Round at Sully’s

Sully’s Tavern from Woodland Scenics represents a
typical neighborhood pub that features interior LED
lighting along with a printed interior and window
treatments. $139.99 at your favorite Woodland
Scenics Built-&-Ready structures dealer.

A Different Kind of Roof

Harry Hieke’s Sawtooth Roof Factory with Brick Arch Run-Through Base occupies
just 1-3/4"x 33" of layout space because it sits over the track. The structure is 26” high,
and each polyurethane piece can be purchased separately. The model was designed
with 5” increments so it can be customized for any layout and includes high-definition
brick and concrete detail with over 200 Tichy and Grandt Line window products.
Windows of the skylight face windows in the saw-tooth roof. Victorian finials, never
before offered quoins for exterior decorative angles, and witches hat or cap rooftop
tower are integral to the
ambiance. Custom thin
film decals preserve the
brick detail. The structure
can be mounted flush to
backdrop or freestanding.
Available in kit or built up
and weathered as shown.
Instruction video available
on YouTube by typing
in Harry Hieke. Visit
www.HarryHieke.com.

MODEL TRAIN AUCTION

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17th - 10:00 A.M.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th - 10:00 A.M.

We have been commissioned to sell the entire Modern era 0/027 gauge train collection of Richard Newman
who collected for over 20 years. There are nearly 1,000 catalogued lots. This exceptional collection includes
a selection of over 45 Lionel engines including Century Club, tenders, passenger cars, etc.; Lionel sets;
rolling stock; Over 14 MTH including #30-1446-1E 4-8-8-4 Big Boy & 4 Weaver engines; large assortment
of Lionel & MTH buildings including 5 stall roundhouse; accessories; Carnival fixtures; track; transform-
ers; glass shelving; Conductor uniforms; RR lanterns; neon signs; RR route schedules; large assortment RR
magazines; RR pad locks & much more. NOTE: The vast majority of this collection has original boxes. For
detailed listing go to Proxybid. Terms: 10% with Cash or Check. 13% with Visa, MC, Disc. 6% Michigan
Sales tax unless you provide a copy of sales tax license.

DIRECTIONS
Located at the Kalamazoo County Fair-
grounds Expo Center, 2900 Lake Street,
Kalamazoo, MI. From I-94 take Exit 81

Downtown/Kalamazoo/I-94 Business

Route 1.2 miles to Olmstead Rd. then right
6/10 mile to Lake Street then left to fair-
grounds. Watch for auction arrows.

Belcher-McPherson Auctioneers
1106 S. Kalamazoo Ave., Marshall, Ml 49068
Ph. 269-781-7100
www.belchermcpherson.com
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Your Southern Connection for
Quality O Gauge Products

ROUNDHOUSE
SOUTH

MTH 30-79336 Chick-fil-A Operating Action Car with Red Roof

& 30-79397 Chick-fil-A Action Car with Black Roof...PAIR.......§159.95
MTH 30-90426 Southern Water Tower with Flashing Light.........569.95
MTH 30-90428 Norfolk & Western Ticket Office.. 59,95
MTH 30-90453 Chick-fil-A Lighted Billboard. .$49.95
MTH 10-5070 Mojave 3 Car 300 Series Passenger Set...SALE..$279.95
MTH 10-5071 Orange 3 Car 300 Series Passenger Set..SALE...§279.95
MTH 10-5072 Pea Green 3 Car 300 Series Pass. Set.....SALE...5279.95
MTH 20-20129-1 Atlantic Coast Line GP-35 with Proto 3.0
MTH 20-20178-1 Southern SD-24 with Proto 3.0.....
MTH 20-20178-3 Southern SD-24 Non Powered Uni
MTH 20-20191-1 Southern ABA with Proto 3.0...
MTH 20-20191-3 Southern B Unit

MTH 20-20241-1 NASA Genset with Proto 3.0.............
MTH 20-20269-1 Jersey Central SDT0ACe with Proto 3.0..........
MTH 20-20270-1 Erie SDT0ACe with Proto 3.0........
MTH 20-20271-1 Reading SDT0ACe with Proto 3.0.
MTH 20-20273-1 Wabash SDT0ACe with Proto 3.0..
MTH 20-20274-1 New York Central SDT0ACe with P3.
MTH 20-20276-1 Norfolk Western ES44AC with Proto 3.0
MTH 20-20277-1 Central of Georgia ES44AC wiProto
MTH 20-20279-1 Lehigh Valley ES44AC with Proto 3.0,
MTH 20-20282-1 Florida Tri Rall F40H with Proto 3.0...
MTH 20-20290-1 Milwaukee Road GP-35 with Proto 3.
MTH 20-20294-1 Burlington Northern SD45 with P3.0......
MTH 20-20295-1 Southern Pacific SD45 with P3.0......
MTH 20-20303-1 Amtrak Genesis Passenger Set wiP3,
MTH 20-20324-1 Union Pacific AC6000 with Proto 3.0..............
MTH 20-20336-1 Florida East Coast GP40 with P3.0...
MTH 20-20342-1 Florida East Coast E6 ABA with P3.0.
MTH 20-20376-1 Union Pacific Dash-8 with Proto 3
MTH 20-20377-1 CSX Dash-8 with Proto 3.0...
MTH 20-20384-1 CSX AC44D0CW with Proto 3.0
MTH 20-2925-1 Union Pacific M10000 with P2
MTH 20-3447-1 Climax Proto 3.0 Freight Set..
MTH 20-3466-1 Southern 4-6-2 Pacific with Proto 3.
MTH 20-3469-1 Pennsylvania K-4 with Proto 3.0....
MTH 20-65224 Florida East Coast 5 Car Passenger Se o .
MTH 20-67197 New Haven 70" Full Length DOme..........cummeenr $89.95

MTH 20-68183 Conrail RPO P ger Car. $94.95
MTH 20-90228 Harley Davidson 3 Car Box Car Set..................5139.95

MTH 20-90389 Chicago Northwestern 6 Car Pup Trailer Set.....$249.95
MTH 20-30694 Pennsylvania 6 car Set with Sherman Tank.......$§369.95
MTH 20-20724 PELE/NYC 50' Box Car 6 Car Set..... $299.95
MTH 20-93038 MTH Seminar Box Car (Uncataloged)..
MTH 20-93321 2006 Spring TCA York Box Car...
MTH 20-93458 2009 Spring TCA York Box Ca
MTH 20-98977 Alaska Schnabel Car.
MTH 20-98978 Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Sc -
MTH 30-1601-1 Union Pacific FEF 4-8-4 with P3.0 (Gray).
MTH 30-1604-1 Santa Fe 4-8-4 Northern with P3.0..........ccoeee.
MTH 30-1621-1 Southemn Pacific GS-4 with Proto 3.0
MTH 30-20118-1 CSX SD45 with Proto 3.0......
MTH 30-20139-1 CSX SW1500 with Proto 3.0.
MTH 30-20142-1 Alaska SW1500 with Proto 3.0......
MTH 30-20149-1 Milwaukee SW-1 with Proto 3.0
MTH 30-20164-1 Amtrak Dash-B with Proto 3,
MTH 30-20187-1 CNW GP-T with Proto 3.0....
MTH 30-2203-1 Denver Rio Grande Galloping Goose P1.
MTH 30-2760-3 Blue Q Type 3 Car Non Powered Set...
MTH 30-4180-1 Caterpillar RTR Steam Freight Set 3.0.
MTH 30-4214-1 Union Pacific Husky Stack Freight Set 3.
MTH 30-67739 Florida East Coast 4 Car Passenger Set...
MTH 30-67740 Florida East Coast 2 Car Passenger Set...
MTH 30-67741 Florida East Coast Dome Car.............
MTH 30-67759 Southem Pacific 4 Car Passenger Set.
MTH 30-69139 Milwaukee 4 Car Madison Pass. Set.....
MTH 30-69167 Southern 4 Car Madison Passenger Set

4611 Ridgewood Avenue
Port Orange, FL 32127
Ph: 386-304-7002/7003
Fax: 386-304-7004
e-mail: info@roundhousesouth.com

Visit Our Website at
www.roundhousesouth.com



www.roundhousesouth.com
http://www.belchermcpherson.com/
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Cahoose Features:
o Die-cast Metal Sprung Trucks
o Operating Couplers
o llluminated Interior

o Tool Boxes, End Ladder and Brake Wheel

o Length: 8-3/4”

Gauge: Traditional 0-Gauge

lIOIEI. °PERA'I'IIG 'RAIH SOCIE'I'Y
'I'Il_e Club for 0-Gauge l)neralm:s!

- -

39th Anniversary
1979 - 2014

Anticipated Delivery: December 2014

] li__onel exclusively for Lionel Operating Train Society (LOTS) Members!

o Die-cast Six-Wheel Trucks

o Operating Couplers

* Manually Rotating Cab

o Manually Operating Boom/Hook
e Length: 8”

Price: $135.00 per set, plusS& H

Don’t Even Think About Selling Your Train Collection Without

An Offer From TRAINZ.com ...

For 25 years, Trainz.com has bought
and sold thousands of train
collections. We've handled every
gauge, scale, and manufacturer.
Including everything from Lionel,
MTH, K-Line, Williams, and Weaver
to AF, Atlas, Marx, Plasticville,
Industrial Rail, Gargraves, KMT, 3rd
Rail, and many many more!.

Trainz.com Chief Engineer Scott
Griggs started working on his own
collection in his parent's basement at
age 15 and has been in the business
ever since.

Handled With Care

TRAINZ knows how important
your collection is to you and will

TRAINZEEN

treat it with respect. Every
collection has great stories and we
want to leave yours intact.

Free Advice, 5 Days A Week

There's a lot to consider when
selling your trains, and we want to
make the process simple. We've
worked with thousands of collection
sellers over the years and can help
you make the best decision for you
and your family.

We can buy your collection
outright or auction your trains with
rates starting as low as 15%. We
have the expertise to maximize the
value of your collection.

Email Us! sellyourtrains@trainz.com
TCA # 75-8067

See For Yourself, Call
TRAINZ.com Today

We travel throughout the US for
collections on a regular basis, and can
be exactly where you need us to be
when you need us to be there. Buying
and selling trains is the only thing we
do.

Why not contact us today and
see for yourself? You’ll be glad you
did!

7 - -

YES! Help me sell

® my train collection!

Web: www.trainz.com/ogr

Call: 866-234-1900
Fax: 1-866-935-9504
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www.lots-trains.org
www.trainz.com/ogr

GREAT LAYOUT
Great Layou ‘““,ENT“RES
Adventures ‘"".“ME 9

ov2 $19.95 -
=1$24.95

The Duke Energy Layout in Cincinnati
You'll see old trains and new trains running on this
O scale layout and you'll enjoy the fascinating story
about how this layout has survived all these years.
Now housed in its new and permanent home, this is a
heart-warming story how a big corporation saved this
wonderful old layout.

Lou Ignarro: A Nobel Laureate’s Layout
Lou Ignarro built a big O gauge layout in his specially
remodeled garage and he can’t wait to tear it down!

- - Lou enjoys building a layout so much that he is about

» MKl T ] b % 4 (i f to take what he learned building his first layout and

. - b tear it down so he can build another one. Lou won the
“r L = g Nobel Prize for medicine in 1998. He is the only Nobel
L

?1* —
! </ RAIL- B laureate to own a model railroad.
ROADING

Bill Thompson Bridges the Gap on his Layout
Bill Thompson enjoyed a successful career in the
investment banking business. But the high-speed,
high-pressure world of investment banking is a long
way from what really trips his trigger; working on his O
gauge layout. Bill's layout is a wonderful combination of
western scenery, tall mountains, deep gorges, and high
bridges, with a few scratchbuilt structures here and
there that are Bill’s handiwork.

The Train Shack in Burbank, California
The Train Shack in Burbank, California, is a survivor.
In a day when many local hobby shops are closing,
Brian Keck’s Train Shack is thriving. We’ll show you
why.

IMPORTANT: Blu-ray DVDs will NOT play in a regular
DVD player. You must have a Blu-ray player to watch
Blu-ray DVDs.

CALL 800-980-6477

Shipping and Handling Charges

United States Foreign
$1-850  $9.00 S/H..oveerrrerererrrrrrrrne $18.00 S/H
$50 - $100 $11.00 S/H .. .. $22.00 S/H
$100 - $200 $13.00 S/H ....ccoooeeveeereerrs $26.00 S/H Check us out on the Web at

Over $200 FREE. FREE

www.ogaugerr.com

7 5 o =—mmr= Ty -
= OGR Publishing, Inc. VISA i
GG . I B S & Youll'li:

-Ye):1»)]\Tc] Poland, OH 44514 “All major credit cards accepted” Broadcast Yourself™



http://shop.ogaugerr.com/Great-Layout-Adventures-Vol-9/dp/B00L9ESIS2?field_availability=-1&field_browse=9425527011&id=Great+Layout+Adventures+Vol+9&ie=UTF8&refinementHistory=subjectbin&searchNodeID=9425527011&searchPage=1&searchRank=generic-one-desc-rank&searchSize=12
http://shop.ogaugerr.com/Great-Layout-Adventures-Vol-HD/dp/B00L9ESQ34?field_availability=-1&field_browse=9425527011&id=Great+Layout+Adventures+Vol+HD&ie=UTF8&refinementHistory=subjectbin&searchNodeID=9425527011&searchPage=1&searchRank=generic-one-desc-rank&searchSize=12
http://shop.ogaugerr.com/

Readers' Rails Your Trains and Layouts

How would you like to show your trains and layout to your fellow 0 gauge railroaders?

You can take your photos using a digital camera capable of at least 3.3 megapixels set to the best JPEG image. Please send only original,
unedited JPEG files. Color prints of 4“x 6 or larger are also fine. Be sure to include brief notes about the trains in the photos and any other
information you'd like to share, such as the size of your layout, unique scenery, make of track, power supply or control system, and so forth.

We are looking for quality photography with good lighting and clear images; however, on-camera flash photos are generally not acceptable. Send your
photo, CD, or prints to Readers’ Rails, 33 Sheridan Road, Poland, Ohio 44514-1680. Or you can e-mail your image and text files to editor@ogaugerr.com.

Executive Gateman

Nearly a year ago in Christmas 2013,
19-month-old Lynette Raible had just
received a remote control Lionel Thomas set
from Santa and watched it run every day. She
was also saying the words “coat” and “hat” at
the time, obvious references to Sir Topham
Hatt, the Fat Controller of the North Western
Railway in the popular Thomas and His
Friends series.Today, Sir Hatt just happens to
be pulling Gateman duty along the line.
Lynette’s dad, Dan, snapped this photo.

Tinplate Train Tradition

No album depicting toy trains at
Christmas would be complete without at
least one photo of the Marx tinplate
trains that were so much a part of the
around-the-tree tradition in the postwar
era. David Smith’s Marx layout was fea-
tured in Run 254, our January 2012 issue,
and this scene is an outtake from that
article. Even Lionel and American Flyer
fans often included the very affordable
Marx Girard station on their layouts,
making it possibly the best-selling
tinplate train station of all time.
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Polar Express Proud

Young Lucas DeVleeschouwer is a huge
fan of the Polar Express.This photo taken
during the 2013 Christmas season
amply demonstrates that the youngster
is very proud of his special train. Lucas is
now four years old, and his dad, Jim, and
mom, Karyn, report that their young
engineer still runs the Polar Express
almost daily and is anxious to have it set
back up around the tree again this year.

Trains for Thomas

Eliot Scher, whose finely detailed 3-rail
Munoz Lines layout was featured in our
October issue, also enjoys the fun and
fanciful aspect of toy trains. Here for the
holidays, he has captured a shot of
Thomas the Tank Engine out doing some
Christmas shopping for toy trains for his
friends. And what better place to find
what he needs than at the local Lionel
train shop. You can also be sure that the
young lad seen posting his wish list to
Santa has included a toy train, 0 gauge of
course, in the lineup.

Seasonal Symmetry

Here’s a colorful and symmetric overall view of Ron
Sholand’s 2013 Christmas layout in the Seattle area.
This is a four-loop, multi-gauge setup that includes
LGB large scale trains and a variety of MTH reproduc-
tions of Lionel Standard gauge trains and accessories.
Ron stated that he and his wife, Linda, share their
home with a couple of cats and a four-year-old black
lab, all of whom are pretty much content to ignore the
trains. Given the extent of this holiday setup, that's
probably a good thing!
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More Readers’ Rails

Lbrary ALUS

Christmas Pictures

Anextra
“nerk” for our
Premium Members!
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% 0GR Digital Library ALUG

More Readers’ Rails
Christmas Pictures

Premium Member PERK

Merry Christmas!

Everyone here at: OGRiwishes you,a very,
Merry, Christmas, and;a,Happy, New, Year!

0 Gauge Railroading DECEMBER 2014



www.choochoohohs.com
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WWW.BRIDGEBOSS.COM
CUSTOM BRIDGES & STRUCTURES

716 773-6290 ask for Jim
Train Sheds.*~ 2

ubwa
ELevated [
Bridgesfj~— 8 latforms
Viaducts L“ i
Underjs iruss

R v Qi
dada1043@msn.com

LEDs & Controls - WWW.ROYZTRAINS.COM

———————————

LED LIGHTING FOR ALL PASSENGER CARS CABOOSES
BUILDINGS, & CONTROL PANELS CHECK OUR PRICES!

Car Lighting - Building LED Kits ROYZTRAINS@AOL.COM

Constant Brightness, |- Coe e e o e
User Adjusted, Flicker

« Turntable/Motor Controls
Free, MITH Plug & Play, | . |ep Power Supplies (Various)

Works With All Makes! | » Surge Protection (Save Electronics)

| AffordubleModelnmlroads.com

GETTINGYOUR DREAMS ON TRACK

(& *We Build At Your Site Or In Our Shop
& | * We Will Complete Unfinished Layouts
*Photo Realistic Backdrops For Sale
*Quality Workmanship
Designed & Built To Your Budget & Space
*Payment Plans Available !

| lnfo@AﬁordubleModelRullrouds.com (800) 216-9202

IN O AND S SCALES!
% D Type Signal
| < All Brass
i | °* Exact Scale
| | With LEDs
=+ O Scale #3401 $44.99
S Scale #4401 $34.99

1i Shipping $7, AZ Res. add Tax

-%..  N.J. INTERNATIONAL, INC.
www.njinternational.com BE-
P.0. Box 1029, HIGLEY, AZ 85236 m
Ph: (480) 219-41 35 Fax: (480) 219-4185
E-mail: signals@njinternational.com /54

Plasticville Collectors Association

Check out an online sample of our
Newsletter and Plastic Village Info Page
at http://plasticvilleusa.org
601 SE 2nd Street, Ankeny, 1A 50021

The only independent organization dedicated to the
collecting, study, and display of all plastic village buildings

www.harryheike.com"

MTH Uncataloged Item
30-90427
Southern Switch Tower

Just Arrived -Limited Quantities!
Call or Order Online Today

4153 Lawrenceville Hwy
Suite #12
Lilburn GA 30047

770-339-7780 1-800-964-8724

www.legacystation.com
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3-Rail 027 Toy Trains

MADE
QS""
&g "
&
R w.h\'e

DIRECT

JUSTIRAINS EXPERT STAFF WITH OVER

nl b 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
- lﬂfﬁ' [TLTII]

/1 e ol mus Atlas » Bachman/Williams ¢ Gargraves e Lionel

OF DELAWARE MTH = Weaver = 3rdRail/GoldenGate

Orders 24/7 at website www.justrains.com
OR call Toll Free 1-888-453-9742

FREE SHIPPING (within the continental U.S.) for purchases over $300! (Some restrictions apply)
Mail Order hours M-F 10am-6pm S 10am-2pm ¢ Retail Store Hours M-Sat 11am-6pm Sun 12-4pm
Minutes from 1-95 « 812 Interchange Blvd. Newark De 19711
Great Pricing * Quality Service » Monthly Sales ¢ Tax Free Shopping
CALL FOR ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS ON PRE-ORDERS and ROLLING STOCK

www.readymadetoys.com

1939 - Celebrating 75

%’a HENNING’S TRAINS
oy

BUY#eSEL IS NEW:« USED « TRADE “

AUTHORIZED LIONEL DEALER & SERVICE STATION Fine scenery products and
Pre-War/Post-War Restoration Parts, Tools, Books & Videos custom work featuring Fusion
= (U{i_l-ﬂ(fﬂﬂ_ '(B.Wﬁ;lpmm <oiTe Fiber, custom dioramas, layouts
Model Engineering Works i dings.
Toy Train Restoration Products Tools & Access. - ) and buildings
128 S. LINE ST. - LANSDALE, PA 215-362-2442 /smber Phone: 410-391-3433

http://www.harrisontrains.com

MARINe Tpave  BEEEEEEEN
nnaiuy v L[] SEQUOIA LUMBER (o.

THE SOURCE FOR THE ENTHUSIAST
$492.00

2-4-4 Locomotive Garratt System, 2 motors
3-rail AC, Automatic Reverse, US-style coupler
Available in Red (#145B) or Black (#149B)

WWWw.ets-trains.com - = info@ets.ct

ASSEMBLED BUILDINGS

From Any Manufacturer’s Kit

ELECTRIC TRAINS

LIONEL LIONEL

4850 TM Trackmobiles . . .. ...\ oot 275.00 31747 PABallastTrain .................o..oo.... 450.00 ﬁ “Just Like Real”’

11153 Stowbridge Lion . .................... 395.00 37901 Lehigh Valley Tugboat ... 225.00 L] —-i__ _

18498 NYC Snowplow . .................... 170.00 AMERICAN FLYER . B

18858 98 Cen’l GP 20 TMCC. .. . 250.00 { B

19845 Aquarium Car Command 125.00 48042 Southern Mikado W/TMCC............cccooceviiiiniiiiiiiienns 8

21190 Southern RR Freight 4pl . SCRATCHBUILT

21756 Overstamped Box 2 pk . ) s

29961 Overstamped Box 2 pk | 10-1069 441 Weight Scale . ...................... Grain Elevator
65.00

20-20017-1 Southern GP35 . ........................

29256 Overstamped Box 2 pk

24131 Disney’s DUMDO PYION........ooovvorereer o 95.00 20-2779-1 NS GE U30€....ooovveeninaaniin.

28311 UP 70 Dbl DD35A......... ...525.00 20-2704-1 Southern GP9 2.0 ... ....oeii e 350.00 3 G R o

28403 Penn Ballast Tamper.............cccococoeiiiinnn 90.00 30-11017 46 Operating Crossing Gate . . .............. 52.00 d e e

28413 Milwaukee Snowplow... 170.00 30-20160 Galloping Goose 3.0 .. ... .oeii i 250.00 : : H

20423 Aok Stowpion _ 020100 Saloping Boose 30 Model Building Services

Models Built By Stu Gralnik
SFRSDA. : 264 Marrett Rd., Lexington, MA 02421-7024
(781) 860-0554
E-mail:stu@modelbuildingservices.com
Web site: www.modelbuildingservices.com

28587 Penn GP7 Diesel with Lt

30-2795-1

Tues —Wed - Fri 1 pm to 8 pm / Thurs. 1pm - 5pm / Sat 9:30 am to 5 pm / Sun—Mon Closed
(U.S. Rte. 64 Bus.) 3169 Wendell Blvd., P.O. Box 849, Wendell, NC 27591-0849
919-365-5006 / Fax 919-365-3917
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www.justrains.com
www.henningstrains.com
www.mariostrains.com
www.readymadetoys.com
wwwharrisontrains.com
www.ets-trains.com
www.modelbuildingservices.com

We accept MasterCard, Visa, & Discover « Shipping Charges are ac-
tual costs charged by the carriers (UPS or USPS). Charge is based on
order total, weight, destination, and multiple box shipment (if required).

Call for cost. Minimum order $25 « PA Residents add 6% Sales Tax

including freight charge Shipping Charges are Non-Refundable « 10-

Day Return Policy-Exchange Only No Refunds * 15% Restocking

INFO/ORDER
(570) 451-1700 or 451-1726
MAIL/SHIP TO: 200 Glenmaura National Blvd. « Moosic, PA 18507

GRZYBOSKI’'S TRAINS

State Rt 502 & Glenmaura National Blvd.
Take Rt. 11 South to Rt. 502

pebea el 3 minutes off 1-81 - Exit 180

Website: www.grzyboskitrains.com

Prices Subject to Change & Valid for Mail Order only
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‘) “The Largest Selection of O’ Gauge Trains”

Fee Applies *
typographical errors + Store hours 11-5pm (M-F) 11-4 (Sat)
CALL: MASSIVE LIONEL COLLECTION ARRIVED 9/14

Items are new unless noted * Not responsible for

LIONEL BOXED SETS LIONEL ‘OPERATED’ ITEMS OGR MAGAZINE READER’S EXCLUSIVE SALE!!! MTH TINPLATE TRADITIONS
1070  Chessie ‘Royal Ltd.’ Diesel Frt. 3100  G.N. Berkshire wi5 Cars (test-run) 355.00 11419 Pacific GS-2 Black Loco. 10-1024 Green #600 Series 4/Car Pass. Set .
1071 Mid Altantic Seaboard SD-9 Frt. Set. 8056 C&NW FM .......... 25068 Delaware & Hudson Boxcar (uncat. 10-1070 #116 Passenger Station Red/Cream 235.00
1260 N&W ‘Continental Limited’ Dieset Frt. 8100 N&W J Loco/Tender wiwhistle 27771 REA #6572 Reefer Cai 10-1139-1 Black #4694 Loco Contempory
1450  Rio Grande F3 SSS w/8474 B-unit . 8215 Nickel Plate Berkshire (used) . 27791 M&StL ‘Archive’ Boxcar 10-1212-1#384 Penna. Steam Pass. Set
1552 Burlmgton Northern SD-40 Boxcar Set 8371 New York Central F-3 B-unit 29649 Smoke Peliet Transport Car 10-1259-1Ives Chrome #1134 Steam w/2
1867 Road Frt. Set 8702  Southern Crescent Loco w/5 Cars 29867 New York Central Jet Snow Blower. MTH ‘PREMIER’ ITEMS
1970 Southern Pacific Frt. Set . 8850 Penn Central GG-1 30116  Lone Ranger Fastrack R-T-R- Sel 20-2239-1 B&0 FA-2 ABA's wf2.0 (used)
11705  Chessie SD-40 Hoppper St ‘O’ Set 350.00 9576 to 79, 88 Burlington 15” Alum. 6-Pass. 34731 New Haven RS-11 ‘Scale’ Dumm) 20-2241-1 Lehigh Valley FA-2 ABA's (LN)
11710  CP Rail SD-40 Freight St ‘O’ Set 9594 to0 98, 7207 NYC 15" Alum. Pass Cars 36680 Penna. Porthole (red) Caboose.. .24, 20-2243-1 C.N. Alco FA-2 ABA's wiP-2.0 ...
11713 Santa Fe Dash-8 Frt. St ‘O’ Set. 11222 Union Pacific Legacy Big Boy #4024 . 37933 MG Switch Tower -Artisan Collection 159.95  20-2293-1 Penna. Sharknose ‘AB’ w/2.0 (LN) .
11715 Lionel 90th Anniversary Set . 11843  Boston & Maine GP-9 Lashup 3pc Set. 38231 Santa Fe FT A-unit w/Railsounds 134.95  20-2298-1 Union Pacific M10000 Set w/2.0
11718 Norfolk Southern Trailer Set (sealed 11724 Great Northern F-3 ABA's w/Railsound .. 38673 Lone Ranger General w/Railsound: 20-2302-1 Penna. Transfer Diesel w/P-2.0
11719 Delaware & Hudson RS-3 Freight Set 14552  /55/24517 NYC F-3 ‘Scale’ ABBAs ... 39348 Lione! NascarBoxcar X 20-2306-1 S.P. F-3 ABA's w/Proto 2.0 (used|
11733 Western Pacific ‘Feather River' Frt. 14565  /58/24519 B&O ‘Scale’ F-3 ABBA's . 52187 Madison } Car. 20.00  20-2480-1 Baldwin Centipede ‘AA’ wiProto 2.0
11744 NYC RS-3 Fri/Pass. Set. ........... 18056 New York Central J1e Hudson TMCC . MTH ‘RAILKING’ ITEMS 20-2484-1 Union Pacific F-3 ABA's w/2.0 (LN). .
11749 Western Maryland GP-20 Hopper Set 18063 Commodore Vanderbilt Black Hudson 95.00  30-1149-1 Penna. S-2 Turbine w/Proto 1. 20-3066-1 Pere Marq. Berk. 2.0 (new-displayed) 995.00
11918  Conrail Merger GP20 Frt. Set (sealed) 18090  LCCA D&RG 4-6-2 w/Railsounds 30-1170-1 PRR B6 Switcher w/P 2.0 (LN) 20-3072-1 Norfolk & Western Y6B w/2.0 (LN) .
11984  Lionel Corvette GP-7 Set ... . 18094  B&O 4-4-2 E-6 Atlanti 30-1470-1 Northern Pacific 0-8-0 w/P 2.0 20-3084-1 Penna. M1b 4-8-2 w/P-2.0 (LN)
21753  Fire & Rescue Service Station (sealed).....395.00 18135 New York Central F-3 w/TMCC 30-2197-0 Union Pacific M-1000 Pass. Set . 20-3090-1 U.P. Challenger Grey w/P -2.0 ..
21900  Civil War Union General Set .. .. 18299  C.P. Rail ‘Scale’ SD 40-2 w/TMCC.. 30-2464-3 Pennsylvania SD-9 Non-Powered . 20-3107-1 Penna. S-1 Duplex w/2.0 (Test-Run
30171 PA GG-1 Frt. Set w/Fastrack ..SAL 18328 /34 New Haven MU's 4/Car Set-TMC 30-2669-1&3 Seaboard NW-1/Calf Unit (LN) . 20-3116-1 VA Allegheny (TR Display,0B-worn)
LIONEL HALLOWEEN ITEMS 19023 to 26 Southern Pacific Madison 4/Cars.......275.00  30-4106-1 P8LE Steam Frt. Set w/Proto 2.0....... 20-3145-1 Great Northern 4-8-4 w/Proto 2.0
15094 Sleepy Hollow Reefer Car. 19079  NYC 18" H ight 4/Car Pass. 30-4144-1 SF Chrome Plated F3 Pass RTR SET 20-3184-1 L&N 2-8-2 Light Mikado w/2.0 .
30214 Peanuts Halloween Lionchief Set. 21759  C.P. F-3 Pass. Set w/14518 B-un| 30-5103-0 PA GG-1 Green w/1934 Gold Stripe . 20-3287-1 Pere Marq. 2-8-2 Mikado -2.0 (used). 675.00
37036  Pumpkin Globe Oper. Car .. 21782 PA Congressional GG-1 Pass. Set . 30-20118 CSX SD-45 w/Proto 3.0 ........ 20-5504-1 Penna. Scale GG-1 wiProto 1
37058  Ghost Globe Operating Car 24526 J27/28 Rio Grande F-3 ABA's -TMCC. 30-20031-183 Amtrak RDC Budd 4/Cars P 3. 20-20058-3 New Haven FA-2 B-unit ..
37082 Peanuts Trick -or- Treat Gondola . 24534 /38 E.L. Scale F-3 ABA's w/Pow.B .. .00 30-20127-1&3 PA Alco PA ABA’S w/3.0..... 20-20160-183 N.P. FT ABBA'S W/2.0..........
37954 Halloween Station Platform 28099  Union Pacific Grey ‘Scale’ Challenger 95.00  30-67190-3 Great North. 60’ 8/Car Pass (LN). 20-20166-1 U.P. Vernada Turbine Frt. Set w/3.0
37998  Haunted Passenger Station 31946  U.P. 15" Aluminum 4/Car Passenger 45.00  30-67639 Erie-Lacka. 60’ Sleeper/Diner Set 20-20167-1 U.P. Vernada Turbine Frt Set w/3.
81439 Pumpkin Heads Handcar 38028  Pennsylvania S-2 Scale Turbine-TMCC......895.00  30-87641 Erie-Lacka 60’ Full Vista Dome 20-20179-1 Union Pacific SD-24 w/P-3.0
81449  Zombie Motorzied Trolley. Grande F: 30-69130/31 New Haven 60’ Pass. 6/Car Set 20-20345 Amtrak TurboTrain Pass Set wi|
FOR PLACING ORDERS CALL 1-80 “We may not be #1, but we aim to be the best”
LIONEL DIESELS w/LEGACY LIONEL NON-POWERED UNITS LIONEL CONVENTIONAL DIESELS LIONEL STANDARD GAUGE
28363  Burlington Northern SD-60 #8302 . Northern Pacific F-3 Non-Pow. A-unit Pennsylvania 5-Stripe Green GG- 13006 Milw.Rd. Hiawatha Passenger 4/Cars. .995.00
28382  U.S. Army Genset Switcher Erie-Lackawanna F-3 Non-Powered Santa Fe FM (bluefyellow). 13102  /403/07 381E Green State Set (5pcs) 1995.00
34645 /484/9 C.N. F-3 ABBA’: New York Central F-3 B-unit Santa Fe SD-40 w/horn 'O-Gauge 13425  #1-4390 West Point Baggage Car . .250.00
34668 Canadian National GP-9 (from set). Burlington Northern SD-40 Sl ‘0 181182 Union Pacific F-3 ABA's .. 13427  #1-4392 Army/Navy Observation Car .250.00
34676  Penna. Centipede ‘A’ .. C.P. Rail SD-40 Standard * Pennsylvania EP-5. 13800 #1115 Passenger Station (displayed). .275.00
34677 Centij ¥ QALE” 599 95 Union Pacific DD35A Non-Powere: Jersey Central ‘Miss Liberty LIONEL TINPLATE ‘O’
34683  Penna. Centipede Solid Stripe (Vision) 1649.95 New York Central DD35A Penn Central GG- 51000 Milw. Road Hiawatha Pass. Set .. .695.00
34686  Baldwin Demo Centipede (Vision) Canadian National F-3 B-unit .......SALE!! 149.95 Southern Pacific ‘Black Widow’ FM .. 51001 #44 Freight Set .. .495.00
34689 34692 W.M. F7 ‘AA’ w/Powered ‘B’ .SALE!! 164.95 /8060 Pennsylvania Tuscan F-3 ABA' 51010 246e Steam Passenger Set. .495.00
34689 .M. ' 1! . D&RG PAALCO ABA's w/RailSound 51201 Rail Chief Passenger 4-Car Sef .425.00
34694 34698 L&N F7 ‘ABA’ SALE! Union Pacific Alco ‘AA’ w/horn STEAM LOCOMOTIVES wiLEGACY
34757  or 58 Seaboard C-420 SAL Amtrak GG-1 11319 Pennsylvania K-4 (Tuscan) . .699.95
34776 Pennsylvania Reading FM 11343 Union Pacific 4-12-2 1149.95
34784 /83/87/91S-2 Alco (CN NYC South ,MP) ... 149.9: lllinois Central SD-40 . 11375  Western Pacific EM-1 2-8-8-4 .
34792 40-2. Canadian Pacific DD35A #9868 ....SALE!! 299.95 Pennsylvania Silver GG-1 . 11412 New York Central Mohawk #2797
38410  CSX Clinchfield AC6000. 35NYC -or- C.P. GP-35 .SALE!! 199.95 18922 /23 New Haven Alco ‘AA’ 11414 N&W J-Class #612
38468 RS-11 SALE!!299.95 44 Penna. -or- Milw.Rd GP-35 .. 38389  Union Pacific F-3 ‘AA 11340 B&O EM-1#659.
38561 D&H Sharknose Pwd ‘B SALE!! 249.95 D&H Sharknose B-unit 38520  Penna.Tuscan GG-1 w/Railsound: STEAM LOCOMOTIVES wiTMCC
38563 /8567 B&O Sharknose ‘ABA” ALE!! 599.95 Northern Pacific GP-9 POSTWAR CLASSIC REMAI 18042 Boston & Albany Hudson ...
38568 38571 NYC Shark ‘AA’ w/Pwd. Grand Trunk SD-80MA: 2242P&C New Haven F-3 ‘AB’ Diesels .. 18071  Southern Pacific GS-4 Dayligh
38568 38572 NYC Sharknose ‘ABA Union Pacific SD40T-2 2445 Elizabeth Passenger Coach Car . 28028 Virginian Allegheny (sealed).
38573  South. Pacific Sharknose ‘AA LIONEL DIESELS wITMCC 27917 B&O #2550 Budd Car Now-Pwd 28052 N&W 2-6-6-4 Class A
38581 CSX SD-80MAC (set breakup) . Kansas City Southern F-3 ‘AA’ 31776  #2219w Lackawanna Thunderbird Set 28057  Southern 4-8-2 Mountain .
38700  Burlington F-3 Power Pwd ° Northern Pacific F-3 ‘AB (Freight 31777  #2124w PA GG-1 Madison Car Set . 28069 New York Central ‘Scale’ Niagara
38710  Western Pacf. F3 Non-Pwd B Road F- 38353  U.S. Navy Outfit X-628 Set.... 28084 New York Central ‘Scale’ Dreyfuss..
38751  Cof NJF-3 ‘AA ALE!! 459.95 /46 Northern Pacific F- 3 ‘AB’ (18147). 38358  iMlinois Central #2239 F3 Frt Set 28099 U.P. Grey Challenger -JLC Series.
38754 ALE!! 459.95 Union Pacific Veranda Turbine /74 U.S. Marines Aico AB’s #221, 38000 NYC Empire State Hudson ‘Scal
38774 SALE!! 294.95 Amtrak Dash-9 Wabash F-3 ‘AB’ 38026 Norfolk & Western ‘Scale’ J #606
38799 ALE!! 294.95 BNSF Dash-9 Silver/Re: Rock Isfand Alco ‘AA Pennsylvania S-1 Duplex 6-4-4-6.
38874  or 75 B&O GP-9" Pennsylvania E-33 Rectifier ALUMINUM PASSENGER SETS Union Pacific 4-12-2 ..
38886  Erie GP-9 #1260. Phantom Ill. to 25 lllinois Central 15” 6-Car Set New York Central L-2a Mohawk
38889  Nickel Plate Road GP-9 #514..... Canadian Pacific GP-9. to 65 N&W 15" 5-Car Set Milwaukee Road Hiawatha Streamliner .
38897 CSX GP-35's Q. Gl t0 98,7207 NYC 15" 6-Car Set . STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
38924 or 25B&0 SD 135/36 L 1a 15" 6-Car Set TCA4-6-4 Hudson ...
38979  Alaska GP-35’s Pennsylvania Die-Cast Body H-16-44 Northern Pacific 15" Full Dome Cars Norfolk & Western Class-J
38981 or 82 B&0 GP-35’s . Phantom Il Locomotive. 182 G.N. Full Vista Domes (#19183). New York Central Black Hudson.
38984 or 85 C&0 GP-35’s .. . Phantom | Locomotive-Pratt Hollow PRR ‘The Senator’ 18” 4-Car Set. Boston & Albany Hudson #784
38987  or 88 Missouri Pacific GP-35's .SALE!l 299,95 Baltimore & Ohio GP- S.P.'Sunset Ltd.’ 18” 4-Car Set.. 2-6-0 Mogul
38993  or 94 Western Maryland GP-35’sSALE!! 299.95 /66 NYC PA-1 & PB-1°AB’ U.P. ‘City of LA 18" 4-Car Sef Polar Raiiroad Scale K-4
39556  or 57 C.P. Rail GP-35’s ALE!! 299.95 /51 Canadian National FP ABA's B&O ‘Capitol Ltd’ 18" 4-Car Set.. 80 PA A5 0-4-0 #112 or #9
39562 or63 Burlmgton North. Pennsylvania F-3 Powered B . FEC ‘City of Miami’ 18” 4-Car Set. D&RG A5 0-4-0 Switcher
39575 C&NW Dash-9. Jersey Central ‘Scale’ SD40-2. KSC ‘Southern Belle’ 18" 4-Car Set N.Y.C. 700e Hudson w/RS & display case.....
39580  Union Pacific Dash 9-44CW New Haven ‘Scale’ C-420. Milwaukee ‘Olympian’ 18" 4-Car Set Southern Pacific GS-2 w/Railsounds ..
39600 Pennsylvania E-8 ‘AA Florida East Coast GP-7 3pc Lashups C.P. 18” Vista Dome/Combo 2pk .....SALI Disneyland 4-4-0 General w/case
39603  Baltimore & Ohio E-9 ‘AA’ Chessie SD40-2 139109 Sprit of the Century F-3/Cars New York Central Mohawk w/Sounds
39606  Flordia East Coast E-9 ‘AA’ Union Pacific SD40T-2 (box faded) HEAVYWEIGHT PASS. CARS Texas & Pacific L-3 Loco w/case.
39609  Southern Pacific E-9 ‘AA' Rio Grande SD40T-2 (box faded) NYC Gray/Black 4-Car Set Frisco Scale Mikado w/Railsounds .
39615  Burlington E-9°'AA" . Union Pacific GP-30 . Blue Comet 4-Car Set Pennsylvania #671 Turbine Tender
39621  Kansas City Southern E-! F Y ia Alco ‘A. /51 ATSF 6-Car Set. LionChief Plus Steam Locomotives
39625  Erie NS-Heritage SD70ACe Southern Pacific Scale FM (TCA) .. Chicago & Alton Ltd. 4-Car Set . JCPENNY’S CATALOG OFFERS
39631 C NS-Heritage SD70ACe . NGER CARS - MIS 25713 /18 NYC 20th Century 6-Car Set U.P. General 4-4-0 w/display cas
39640  Virginian NS-HeritageSD70ACe SALE!! 319.95 B&O Budd 3-Car Boxed Set. R-T-R SET ADD-ONS & BREAKUPS U.P. General 4-4-0
39643 Wabash NS-Hertiage SD70ACe .SALE!! 319.95 to 34 Southern Crescent 5-Car Set 15059  Boys Scout Boxcar-2011 (no box) Susquehanna RS-3 wicas
39646  Penn Central (NS) SD70ACe ALE!! 319.95 to 58 Chicago & Alton 5-Car Set . 15068  Coca Cola Reefer Car (no box). MKT GP-7 w/display case
81453  Pennsyivania F-3 ‘AA’. ALE!! 459.95 New York Central Baby Madison 15082  Penna. ‘No Damage’ Boxcar (no Susquehanna RS-3.
LIONEL SETS BOX RATELY /05 Lackawanna MUs 4-Car Set 26453  Bethlehem Steel Covered Hopper. DM&IR SD-18 w/Display Case.
1776 Spirit of ‘76 15-pcs Set . . Lionel Lines Madison Baggage Car 26458  Great Northern Hopper Car... D&RG 4-6-4 Hudson Jr w/case
8002 Union Pacific FARR#2 Berkshire F to 18 Lionel Lines Madison 4-Cars .. 26465  Medal of Honor Flatcar w/Cannonballs OPER/NON-OPER ACCESSORIES
8160  Burger King GP-20 w/7 Food Frts. Lionel Legends of Madison 4-Car Set 26466  Medal of Honor Flatcar w/Cannon: PFE Ice Car w/lcing Station
8210 J.L.C. Hudson w/6 cars & caboose Lionel Legends Madison 2-Car Set 26467  Central of Georgia ACF ‘O’ Hoppel Operating Lift Bridge
8309 Southern Mikado w/6 frts. FARR#4 Pennsylvania Madison 4/Car Set 26480  Southern Pacific B/W Caboose .. #395 Floodlight Tower (silver)
11734 Erie FF#6 Alco's w/(6) Cars ... Alaska RDC Power Budd Car ....... 26487  BNSF Ext. Vision Caboose... Marathon Oil Derrick .
18302  Great North. FF#3 EP-5 wi(6) U.P. M-10000 Sleeper Add-on Car . 26652  NYC Gondola w/Canisters (no box). Lionelville Oil Derrick
18504  Frisco FF#4 GP-7 wi(6) Cars . LIONEL PREMIUM BOXED SETS 26672  PAFlatcar w/2 REA Trailers.... Warner Bros. Ambush Shack .
LIONEL SETS w/TUBULAR TRACK CSX Motor City Auto Carrier .SALE!! 649.95 26692 Western Pacific Gon w/covers (nobx; Animated Newsstand
1387 Milwaukee Rd. Steam/Passenger Set . Canadian National GP-9 Piggyback Set .. 699.95 26699 NYC Gondola w/Canisters (no box). Rocket Launcher ..
1577 Liberty Alco Diesel Set. .. N&W J & Hoppers Weathered Set 29325  Great Northern Oper. Dump Car .. Operating Swing Bridge.
1664 lllinois Central U36B Drawbridge Set PRR Congressional GG-1 Pass. Set 30156b NYC Helicopter Parts Boxcar (no box). Hellgate Bridge (Cream & Green)
11702 Lehigh Valley Black Diamond Set Canadian National Tank Train Set 36174  Philadelphia Quartz Tank Car #97 Electric Coaling Station.
11716  Lioneville Circus General Set (seale E.L. Phoebe Snow F3 Pass. Set 36186  C&NW ‘Menard’ Boxcar (no box) . Lionel Hobby Shop
11717 CSX SD-18 Freight Set (sealed) NYC Water Level Steam Frt. Set .. 36650  Boy Scout Work Caboose .. Boy Scouts Covered Bridge
11721 Mickey's World Tour Set (sealed) . Southern Pacific TankTrain ‘Oil Can’ 36653  PA Porthole Lighted Caboose (no box) Grand Central Terminal ...
11740  Conrail Diesel Freight Set Chicago & Alton Passenger Set 36670  NYC Lighted Work Caboose (no box; itle Bridge.
11743 C&O SD-24 Diesel Freight Set . PWC Wabash F-3 AB Freight Set . 36672  Norfolk Southern Porthole Caboose. llluminated Coaling Tower
11745  U.S. Navy NW-2 Freight Set . Southern Crescent Passenger Set 36694  M.M.R. Work Caboose (GN Set) . 3 ZW-L Transfomel
11814  Ford Motor Steam Freight Set PWC N&W J Space Set . 37051  PRR Altoona Works Generator Car . . Southern Pacific .
11828  NJ Transit NW-2 Pass. Set 38328 PWC N.P. Frt. GP-9 Set 499.95 39372  Southern Hi-Cube Boxcal 49.95 37961 New York Central Scrap Yard . 79.95
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Lionel Corporation Tinplate
269E Distant Control Freight Set

Review and Photos by George Brown

A large number of years have passed since I last got to play
with a Lionel tinplate freight train. In fact, the year was 1948, and
the train was a prewar Standard gauge Lionel 390E steam loco-
motive with three cars. So when MTH Vice President Andy
Edleman offered me the O gauge 269E Christmas set for review,
my response was an immediate and enthusiastic yes.

For the O gauge neophyte, Lionel Corporation Tinplate trains are
reproductions of O and Standard gauge electric trains produced and
sold by the original Lionel Corporation before WWIL. Today, M. T.H
Electric Trains manufactures and sells these reproductions using the
Lionel name and circle-L logo under license from Lionel LLC.

Although the packaging and the trains inside were manufac-
tured this year, they all exuded an aura of the late 1930s, which
was before even my time, actually. I've not seen any original pack-
aging for Lionel trains of that era, so I cant comment on the
authenticity of the decoration on the set box or the individual
boxes within. Authentic or not, the excitement of a lad getting a
new toy train at Christmas was definitely there as I unpacked the
set—discounting the 99-degree July afternoon outside.

The sidebar lists the components of the ready-to-run set
I reviewed. As a curious side note, the set box and catalog both
identify the set as the 269E Distant Control Freight Set, yet the
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outer shipping box and operation manual call it the 261 Steam
Ready-To-Run Set—interesting. Regardless, everything needed to
set up the track and run the train under the Christmas tree or any-
where else is included with the set, except the electricity of course.
As to the train’s physical sizes over the couplers, the locomotive
measures 17-1/2”, each car is 97, and the entire train is 42-1/2".
Measurements without the couplers are 16” for the locomotive
and 6-1/2” for each car.

MTH 269E Distant Control Freight Set Components

- No. 261E steam locomotive with Proto-Sound 3.0
-No. 2653 hopper car

-No. 2654 tank car

-No. 2657 caboose

+31”x 51” oval of RealTrax

- 50-watt transformer

- DCS Remote Commander controller and receiver
* llluminated track lockon

- RealTrax wire harness

- Operation manual and other material
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Fabricated predominantly from stamped steel, painted
in baked gloss enamel, and trimmed with brass-plated accou-
trements, the train in our evaluation set was a blast into decades
past. The finish on the locomotive and all three cars was flawless.
I'm not normally attracted to specially decorated theme trains,
but with this set I found the overall visual effect to be downright
exciting.

No. 261E Steam Locomotive

Three major assemblies on the engine include the stamped
steel boiler and cab assembly, a die-cast frame with a separate
cylinder saddle, and the exposed-gear motor with stamped steel
frames. On the front of the boiler, the cast smokebox opens for
access to the headlight inside. The undersized feedwater heater
on top of the boiler is actually the latch for opening and closing
the smokebox.

The boiler and frame ride on the traditional tinplate loco-
motive motor complete with a reproduction nameplate of the
prewar Lionel Corporation. Spur gears on the left side of the
motor frame mesh with integral gears on the drivers, so for all
outward appearances this mechanism is the archetypical
“sidewinder” motor that powered toy trains since the early 20th
century. But a closer look inside reveals that there are no trans-

rrIl -
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verse-mounted armature, brush holders, and field coil mounted
between the frames. Instead, a longitudinally mounted DC can
motor with a flywheel/optical speed sensor drives the mechanism
via the worm and gear design that’s universal in today’s 3-rail
O gauge world. For all intents and purposes, this is a thoroughly
modern motivator with Proto-Sound 3.0 and DCS, fan-driven
ProtoSmoke unit, coil-actuated Proto-Coupler, constant bright-
ness headlight, and tetherless drawbar.

Two steel stampings comprise the tender body, which is
fastened to the stamped steel frame. Inside is the Proto-Sound 3.0
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AM Hobbies

7267 Olive Blvd. St. Louis, MO 63130
Email: amhobbies2@hotmail.com 314-409-4451

Place Your Pre-orders Now
For Best Availability!

Atlas O Locomotives Price/Arrival

U-23B Locos w/ TMCC (6 roads).......... $319.95 4Q14
“ “  conventional..... ..$209.95 4Q14
RS-1 Locos w/ CC (6 roads)..... ...$409.95 1Q15
RS-3 Locos w/ TMCC (7 roads ...$319.95 1Q15
“ conventional...... ..$209.95 1Q15
Dash 8-40CW w/ CC (4 roads) ..$359.95 2Q15
“ conventional...... ...$229.95 2Q15
GP-7 Powered w/ CC (6 roads) ..$419.95 2Q15
“ UNPOWEred...vvemreerrreenns ...$199.95 2Q15

SWs Powered w/ CC (6 names)............ $399.95 2Q15
Atlas O Rolling Stock 3 Rail/2 Rail
Cal Zephyr Baggage Cars.......ouureuniuenes See Website
Cal Zephyr Lounge Cars, ..See Website
Cal Zephyr Domes w/ Cond Window.......... See Website
Cal Zephyr Observation Cars... ..$149.95/154.95
Cal Zephyr 6-5 Sleepers.......cuwurereeens $134.95/139.95
40’ Rebuilt Wood Reefers (6 roads).......$64.95/69.95
25,500 Gal Tank Cars (6 roads).. ..$79.95/82.95
40’ AAR Box Cars (5 roads)...... ..$59.95/64.95
5161 Cvr Hoppers (4 roads).......ccueeeenes $79.95/82.95
Please see website for MTH, Weaver, Golden
Gate Depot & Sunset/3rd Rail Pre-orders

FREE SHIPPING (US48) on
pre-orders over $250 only at
our new pre-order website:

www.amhobbiesonline.com

MC, Visa & Disc Accepted. Prices subject to change.

AMERICAN MADE
STEEL BRIDGES

3 trains in the space of 1

» Curved 180 bridge
* 72x34 (as shown below) .... $490

P —

e

Quality Adjustments
274 Hernando Rd,
Winter Haven, Fl 33884

Phone: 863-207-638
Fax: 863-324-1276

chris.obridge@gmail.com
www.americanmadesteelbridges.com
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electronics package with a speaker. Screws and bent-over tabs hold the tender body
and frame together. As a historical side note, inserting tabs that are on one piece
of a product into slots stamped into an adjoining piece was a common and inex-
pensive way to assemble tinplate toys in the years before WWIIL, and also for a few
years afterward. However, disassembly of the toy for any reason was usually
destructive in one way or another. Damaged paint at the tabs and slots was almost
always the result of even the most careful disassembly. So with this history and
experience from many years ago, I opted to not disassemble the tender to study its
internal components. At a minimum, my straightening and then reseating the two
tabs that held the cover sheet of the body to the frame would likely have damaged
the flawless baked enamel paint, so I aborted my exploration into the tender.

Although I haven't seen a traditional version of the 261E as listed in the
current Lionel Corporation Tinplate catalog, that locomotive has got to be a
definite throwback all the way back into the past. According to the description in
the catalog, an open-frame AC motor and a mechanical E-unit power the engine,
with the tender housing an air whistle and manually opened box coupler. Of
course, a traditional tab and loop drawbar joins the engine and tender. I can well
imagine the nostalgic growl and traditional aroma of ozone from the series-wound
brush motor. And let’s not forget the ever-present AC buzz emanating from the
coil-operated E-unit. But I digress—back to the modern version.

Smoke and sound volume controls for conventional transformer-controlled
operation are underneath the tender. I found it interesting that although a DCC
decoder is built into the Proto-Sound 3.0 electronics package, no switch exists to
select DCS or DCC operation. Should someone want to run the 261E using
DCC, the pertinent information is in the operation manual.

On both the modern and traditional versions of the 261E, two small white
staffs with flags, also stamped metal, are owner-inserted into receptacles cast into
the smokebox front. On our evaluation sample, the staffs were a tight fit, so they
dutifully stayed in place throughout the entire review.

TOTRACK
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www.amhobbiesonline.com
www.americanmadesteelbridges.com

2600-Series Freight Cars

All three of the cars complemented the traditional prewar tinplate style of the
locomotive, which was no surprise. I especially liked the red and green finish on
the caboose that matched the locomotive. Naturally, all three cars had stamped
steel bodies, frames, and trucks.

On the topic of the trucks on the cars as well as tender, I really liked the nickel-
plated wheels and axles in addition to the plated journal boxes. The wheels are
actually two stampings crimped together. Unlike contemporary fast-angle
wheelsets where the wheels are pressed onto their axles and function as a single
piece, the tinplate wheels revolve independently on their axles, as did those on
postwar Lionel rolling stock.

To manually uncouple the cars was a simple matter of raising the two mating
couplers’ molded plastic boxes to unlatch both coupler hooks. For remote control
uncoupling, each truck has a coil inside that lifts its respective coupler box. This
coil and the one on the adjoining car receive their actuation power from a shoe on
each truck. These shoes slide along the control rails of a separately purchased
operating track section. Such a section matches the RealTrax included with the set
and is available from MTH dealers.

As I unpacked the hopper car, I noticed a small handwheel on one side of the
body. Rotating this wheel lowered and raised the hopper chute located underneath
the car for some special play value.

The cars were the same width as traditionally sized postwar Lionel rolling stock
but were noticeably taller. All three cars have the same fishbelly-style stamped steel
frame; however, the frame for each car differs slightly according to the type of car.
In my running a finger around the perimeter of each car’s frame and also the
trucks, I didn’t run across any sharp edges that might cut a youthful hand—or for
that fact, a senior one either.

To add an additional car to the Christmas set, the specially decorated No. 2655
O gauge boxcar, MTH #11-70101, is available at $59.95. Of course other 2600-
series freight cars are also available in traditional decoration for tinplate rolling stock.

Track, Power, and Control

Eight O31 curved sections and four 10” straight sections comprise the set’s
oval of MTH RealTrax. Solid nickel-silver rails with a realistic cross section are
mounted on molded plastic roadbed with ballast and crossties. Unlike other types
of 3-rail O gauge track, these rails do not have metal pins or fishplates that
mechanically and electrically join them. Instead, copper alloy leaf springs in the
roadbed provide the electrical connection between the sections. Clips and tabs
molded into the roadbed mechanically align the sections and hold them together.
The operation manual has illustrated instructions for assembling the track sections
and installing the illuminated lockon.

What is colloquially referred to as a brick, the Z-500 transformer is no more
than an iron-core voltage step-down device with an input of 120 volts and a max-
imum 50-watt output at 18 volts. The only control on the transformer is a 4-amp
circuit breaker.

The DCS Remote Commander control system included a handheld remote
controller and a receiver. Installing the two owner-supplied AA batteries in the
controller was no more involved than removing a Phillips screw and unlatching
the battery cover. With the batteries installed, the cover latched into place. Because
I'd be removing the batteries from the controller before shipping the set back to
MTH, I debated leaving the screw out. But a modicum of caution won out, and
I put the screw back into the controller.

Connecting the transformer to the Remote Commander receiver and then
wiring the receiver to the track are ultra-simple to the point of being goofproof. A
coaxial plug on the output cord from the transformer fits into a coax receptacle on
the receiver. Between the receiver and the track is the Real Trax wire harness, which

Eastern Depot

6117 Fall Brook Rd. Troy, Pa 16947
PHONE (570) 297-1975, (570) 297-3450

www.easterndepot.com
ORIGINAL K-LINE PRODUCTS
K-25305 ATSF F7ABA, war bonnet, TMCC . $750
K-23432 Milw Rd. F7 AA w/tmcc, cruise....... $580
K2733-50118HC GN EP-5 with horn, cruise....... $200
K2835L1C E-9 AABA w/TMCC.......ccovvveuennee $575
K3400-0001 Undecorated Shay w/TMCC .....$775
K3420-0001 C&NW B6 Steamer w/TMCC... $575
K3480-0002 PRR Rdg. Ssl, B6 w/ TMCC
K3489-0001 T&P B6 Steamer w/TMCC........
K1121 Milw. Psngr. Train Set

K3386-1396 S. Cresent Pacific /TMCC.......... $450
K3390-3218 UP semi-scale Pacific/TMCC .... $450
K3399-0001W VA Pacific w/whistle............... $299
K3399-00025 VA Pacific w/railsounds........... $350
K3438-0002W Lackawanna C&L Shay w .... $650
K3470-0020W NYC Shay W/W .....c..cocerveneee $650

K3470-0403CC B&A Tank Engine w/TMCC $425
K3470-1295CC NYC Tank Engine w/TMCC.$425
K3635-7050W IC Berkshire w/whistle....$550
K3630-4198W ATSF Berkshire w/whistle $650
K3403-0322 Amtrak F40PH Diesel w/TMCC$399
K4536K VRE 21" Bombardier Com. 4 Pack $359
KS3400-0001 Undecorated #2 Shay 2 Rail ...$750
KS3499-0028 Pacific Lumber Shay 2 Rail.. $750

LARGE selection of
ORIGINAL K-LINE available

For info e-mail:
easterndepot@easterndepot.com

If not. What

are you
waiting for?

Length Warm# Cool# Amber# § cach*
2-10"......2379....... 2380......2381 ........ $34.7
9-18"......2389....... 2390 ......2391 ........$54."

Electronic E-Units

#1400 - 12 amp.
AC or DC motors.
$69.”

#400 - 4 amp, #518 - 2 amp,
AC or DC~77

l DC motors. =
motors. gl $39.7 @
544, ﬁt‘ e
Sound Systems

for Diesel, Steam, Electric. Trolley, PCC,

/ MP54, MU's, & more!

$129™

All items made

in U.S.A. @iE=-

*s/hli req.. See web site for details. ——,

ALLEE 246 W. Main St., Dept. OGR

Leola, PA 17540
LECTRONICS, Ine. ~ Est. 1976 (717) B61-7041

Catalog $15, MRR Wiring Guide $28, both $39,

from our web site, FREE! www.dallee.com
U.S. funds only, no stamps! (outside US add extra postage)
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www.easterndepot.com
www.dallee.com

DispLay SHewves FOR
Your TRAIN Room!

—

Satin Finish, Hordened Anodized Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed

Raised Rails Hold Your Trains in Place

6 ft. Lengths, €xpandable with Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting Available

Combination "HO/S" Gauge . ........ $12.00
"O"GAUQE e $15.00
Combination "O/STD/LGB" Gauge . . . . . $24.00

Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This extremely versatile product
is designed to fit our shelves or similar
shelving from HO/S gauge or O gauge to
O/STD/LGB gauge. RAIL STOPS can be used any
place along your shelves and will prevent your
trains from being rolled along the rails. RAIL
STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.

RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including

shipping.

NeEW PRODUCT

RAIL €ND CAPS - The newest addition to Glenn
Snyder Display Systems product line. Designed
to trim the ends of our shelves or similar
shelving. RAIL END CAPS will give a finished
look to the end of your shelves and will prevent
your trains from being knocked off the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
"HO/S" gauge,"O" gauge or combination
"O/STD/LGB" gauge.

RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.

Plus shipping and handling.

GLENN SNYD€ER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
260 Oak Street ¢ Buffalo, NY 14203
Toll free 1-877-852-4676 * Fax 1-716-852-4677

e-mail: glenn@gsds.com ¢ www.gsds.com

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA
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is no more than a red wire and a black

wire with a banana plug on each end.
These plugs go into matched color
receptacles on both the receiver and the
lockon.

Basically, the Remote Commander
system issues a reduced set of DCS
commands to the locomotive. These
commands include bell, whistle,
various dialog and mechanical sounds,
coupler actuation, Proto-Sound
startup/shutdown, sound volume,
Christmas freight announcement,
direction, and—Iast but not least—
speed increase or decrease. Communi-
cation between the remote, which
functions as the transmitter for the
DCS commands, and the receiver is
unidirectional; that is, one way. By
comparison, the full DCS Remote
Controller and TTU use bidirectional
communication. Additionally, signals
from the remote to the receiver are
transferred via infrared light rather
than radio frequency as with DCS. I'll
get more into this topic under the At

Trackside heading.

Printed and Digital Media

Included with our evaluation set was
an operation manual, RealWare DVD
with track layout software, 2013 Lionel
Corporation Tinplate catalog, informa-
tion about DCS and the M.T.H.
Railroaders Club, and special-offer sub-

scription cards to hobby magazines

including O Gauge Railroading. Of the
54-page operation manual, 28 pages are
about setting up and running the set as
well as troubleshooting tips. The
remaining pages cover running the
locomotive using DCC. As to the 2013
catalog, I understand that the 269E sets
were manufactured and packaged before
the 2014 catalogs were printed.

At Trackside

Assembling the track and lockon
was an exercise in careful alignment of
each pair of sections before snapping
them together. Once assembled on our
thick carpeted living room floor, the loop
of RealTrax proved capable of carrying
the train. Oh, that loop included four
extra straight sections of RealTrax,
which I use when photographing
MTH products. These extra sections
let the train straighten out completely
before it entered the next curve.

Electrically connecting the trans-
former, receiver, and lockon took less
than a minute with no tools required.

Anyone who is familiar with
DCS will pick right up with the
Remote Commander. If not, the
operation manual provides instruc-
tions for using the system to play with
the train. By the way, the set also runs
great using either a full DCS setup
or a conventional transformer. A list of
compatible transformers is in the
operation manual.


www.gsds.com

The one sound sequence that’s
unique to the Christmas 269E set is the
PFA that’s definitely oriented to
Christmas. As to the steam exhaust
chuff sounds, they occur only twice for
each revolution of the drivers, rather
than the realistic four times. But then,
in today’s world of scale 3-rail O gauge
trains, realism is 7ot one of the attrib-
utes of tinplate trains. Given the small
drivers on the 261E, I can understand
why a rate of two chuffs was used.

In typical MTH fashion, the “little
red engine that could” started and
pulled its train slowly and smoothly
and accelerated or decelerated each
time I pressed the “+” or the “-” bar in
the remote. Each time I pressed the
speed bar or a button, the green LED
on top of the receiver case blinked once
indicating successful reception of the
command. Even with its spur gears, the
engine ran as smooth and mechanically
quiet as any MTH locomotive I own or
have reviewed in the past. To be candid,
I've come to expect this type of quality
performance from MTH locomotives.
Anything less disappoints me, and I've
rarely been disappointed.

All three cars trailed their locomo-
tive without problem one. Because I'm
used to modern wheelsets that roll
rather precisely along the rails, the
tinplate wheels immediately attracted
my attention during the train’s initial
run. A number of them wobbled and
shook noticeably on their axles
throughout the train’s first and all
successive running sessions, but
derailments were zero.

To replace the brass-colored bell
that abandoned the engine during the
first 30 minutes of operation, I found

removal and installation of the boiler
and cab assembly to be relatively easy.
The job took less than five minutes
each direction using #0 and #1 Phillips
screwdrivers plus a small flat-blade
screwdriver. I cheated—illustrated
instructions were in the operation
manual.

Successful operation of the DCS
Remote Commander is not unlike that
of an infrared remote for a TV or other
electronic entertainment device. When
pressing a button on the Remote
Commander controller to issue a com-
mand, such as blowing the whistle, the
controller has to be pointed more or
less at the receiver with a clear visual
path between them. That is, if some-
thing obstructs the infrared light from
the remote, such as the train passing
between the remote and the receiver,
the receiver’s green LED doesn't blink,
and the locomotive continues on with
whatever it’s doing. As a test of the sys-
tem’s operating range, at over 15 with
no obstructions between the remote
and receiver, the DCS Remote
Commander worked great.

Proto-Coupler operation of the
prewar-style box couplers was fun to
watch. The simple mechanism lifted
the coupler box on both the tender and
lead car simultaneously to unhook the
two couplers from each other. Actually,
the whole train was fun to watch as it
trundled its way around the loop of
track at a slow and realistic speed. And
as a speeding toy train that barely
stayed on the rails through the track
loop’s O31 curves, the 261E and three
2600-series freight cars were in their
natural element—fast, but not as fast as
Santa’s sleigh! &

11-5509-1 No. 269E Distant Control Freight Set

Retail price: $499.95 at MTH dealers

M.T.H. Electric Trains; www.mthtrains.com

THE TRAIN STORE OF NJ
300B CAMPUS DRIVE » MARLBORO NJ 07751
732-530 -1799
TOLL FREE ORDERS - 1 800 809 0762
WWW.THEMODELTRAINSTOREN].COM
WWW.CLOSEOUTTRAINS1.COM

LIONEL CLOSEOUTS-SETS
11163 LITTLE LINES
11140 G SCALE PENNSY FLYER-
30220 POLAR EXPRESS PASSENGER SET .. 319 00
30225 MEDAL OF HONOR SET
30226 SOUTHEAST GP 38 SET-
30188 U.P. OVERLAND FLYER SET
30161 BOY SCOUTS SET - ...............
30184- POLAR EXPRESS FREIGHT SET
30178 SANTAFE SUPER CHIEF SET-
TX328 DALE ERNHARDT NASCAR SET .
T8828- DALE ERNHARDT JR. NASCAR SET 139.00
T1428 TONY STEWART NASCAR SET
T1828 KYLE BUSCH NASCAR SET ...
T2428 JEFF GORDON NASCAR SET
T4828 JIMMIE JOHNSON NASCAR SET .......
12000 NY YANKEES BERKSHIRE SET ........
12004 PHIL. PHILLIES BERK SET
12008 CHICAGO CUBS BERK SET
12012 BOSTON RED SOX BERK SET... 199,
12016 NY YANKEES/METS COMMUTER SET 229.00
31746  GREAT NORTHERN MOUNTAIN MOVER SET 265.00

DIESELS POWERED (LIMITED QUANTITIES)
38782 CB&Q LEGACY G-35
38972 READING LEGACY GP-35
38770 ROCK ISLAND LEGACY GP-35 ..
38788 D &RGW LEGACY GP-35
38785 CN LEGACY GP-35
38973 READING LEGACY GP-35
38771 ROCK ISLAND LEGACY GP-35 .. .
38774 WESTERN PACIFIC LEGACY GP- 35 .289.00
38799 NORFOLK & WESTERN LEGACY GP-35...289.00
38768 NORFOLK & WESTERN LEGACY GP-35. 289.00
38784 C.N.LEGACY GP35
38787 D &RGW LEGACY GP-35.
38865 L &N GP-35
38868 CB & Q LEGACY GP-35.
38886 ERIE LEGACY GP-9 ..
38837 ERIE LEGACY GP-9 ..
38895 WABASH LEGACY GP-9 ..
38890 NPRLEGACY GP-9...
38889 NPRLEGACY GP-9...
38896 WABASH LEGACY GP-9 .. .
34692 WM LEGACY POWERED B UNIT ....... 255.00
34701 PENNSY AA LEGACY SHARKNOSE .475.00
34625 NORTH PACIFIC LEGACY F-3 AA.......455.00
24567 PENNSYLVANIA F-7 POWERED B
24588 PENNSY F-7 POWEREDB..................
38702 RIO GRANDE LEGACY F3 AASET
38221 JERSEY CENTRALALCOAA..
39593 CENTRAL NJ SD70
38768 MONON LEGACY C-420
34761 NKP LEGACY C-420......
34758 SEABOARD LEGACY C-420
38925 B&0 LEGACY SD40
39645 PENN CENTRAL HERITAGE SD70
38757 SPLEGACY F-7AASET................. .
38428 ALASKA BUDD COACH POWERED ...

DIESELS NON POWERED
38580 NORTHERN PACIFIC GP9- NP
34781 BN SD40-2NP.....
34790 MKT SD40-2 NP ..
34785 FRISCO SD40-2 N
38897 WABASH GP-9 NP.
38888 ERIE GP-9NP.....
38938 U.P. SD40T-2NP.....
34693 WM NON-POWERE
38706 DRG NON-POWERED F-3 B UNIT
38765 SP NON-POWERED F-7 B UNIT.
34756 ALASKA C-420 NP ...
34747 MONON C-420 NP.
34762 NKP C-420NP.........
34759 SEABOARD C-420 NP
34789 DRG GP-35NP ...
38786 D&RG GP-35NP.
38783 CW&Q GP-35 NP..
38984 READING GP-35 NP

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES (NEWER & OLDER)
11338 CHGO & ALTON 4-6-2 PACIFIC ¥

28067 ERIE 4-6-2 PACIFIC
11262  ERIE LEGACY MIKADO.
38051 PENNSY SCALE K-4..
18064
18045
18056

FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER 199.00
VISIT OUR WEBSITES FOR A FULL LINE OF PRODUCT
AND SOME OF THE BEST EARLY-BUY PRICES ON THE WEB.
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www.themodeltrainstorenj.com
www.themodeltrainstorenj.com

CHARLES RO CELEBRATES 42 YEA

Charles Ro Supply Company

P.0. BOX 100 = 662 CROSS STREET = MALDEN = MA 02148
Customer Service Line: 781-321-0090 = Fax: 781-321-6459
For Orders: 1-800-225-4424 (4425) Toll Free Fax: 1-800-287-0090

www.charlesro.com

Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice And Are Valid For Mail Order Only

RS AS THE WORLD'S LARGEST LIONEL DEALER

LAST CHANGE TO ORDER “BUILT TO ORDER” ITEMS.

THESE ITEMS ARE IDENTIFIED AS (BTO0) BELOW.

STANDARD O SCALE DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES
Multiple units available for most roadnames - Call or See Our Web Site
L81134 BN SD70MAC #9424 (L) (BTO) $399.95
L81137 BNSF SD70MAC #9858 (L) (BTO) 399.95

L81141 Conrail SD70MAC #4138 (L) (BTO) 399.95
ORDER NOW - WHEN THEY ARE GONE THEY ARE GONE JEiR- 2o et
L81147 KCS SD70MAC #3950 (L) (BTO) 399.95
LIONEL O GAUGE DEALER EXCLUSIVE TRAIN SETS L8151 Alaska SD7OMAC #4002 (1) (BT0] 399.95
(Transformer Controlled - No Track or Transformer Included) NI e L) $279.95 81154 UP ES44AC #7361 (L) (BTO) 399.95
L81021 Boston & Maine Paul Revere GP-9 Set $374.95 130205 Silver Bells Christmas Remote Set 179.05  L81160 CSX ES44AC #937 (L) (BTO) 399.95
181023 Jersey Central Yard Boss 0-4-0 Set 374.95 30219 _Gingerbread Junction Docksider Set 219.95 L81170 lowa Interstate ES44AC #507 (L) (BTO) 399.95
L81025 Pocono Berkshire Set 359.95 181280 "Saint Nicholas Victorian Remote Set 299,05 L8171 Ferromex ESA4AC #4617 (L) (BTO) 399.95
L81028 Marquette Freight GP38 Set 324.95 81284 Frosty the Snowman Remote Set 224,95 L81176 CN ES44AC #2812 (L) (BTO) 399.95
181029 _C&NW Windy City GP38 Set 299.95 181395 Thomas Kinkade® Remote Set 58495  L81207 CP H24-66 TrainMaster #8900 (L) 399.95
181030  Union Pacific Gold Coast 0-8-0 Flyer Set 324.95 iends™ Chri L81209 CNJ H24-66 TrainMaster #2401 (L) 399.95
- L L30162 Thomas & Friends™ Christmas Remote Set  149.95 -

LionChief REMOTE CONTROL TRAIN SETS L81211 RDG H24-66 TrainMaster #801 (L) 399.95
130183 Lionel 2-4-6 Scout Remote 5 514 L3931 Coke Polar Bear Boxcar S0.95_ 81218 Southern Pacific H24-66 TrainMaster #4803 (L) 399.95
£30205 —Sitér Bolls Ghtmas Remoto Set 172'35 L81316_ Personalized Message Christmas Boxcar S7.95 41515 SOU Ho4-66 TrainMaster #6300 (1) = 399.95
[30206 Area 51 Remote R8:3 Remots Set fao0s L8126 Frosty the Snowman Animated Gondola 43.95 5517 NaW Hpd-06 TrainMaster #151 (L) 399.95
130207 Santa Fe FelS%eSco I Froight et 14995 81427 Frosty the Snowman Aquarium Car 5095 {1019 ATSSFESAA r(ell_l)n (B?(; ertstl) 669.95

- g . .
[30214 Poanuts® Halloween 2-4-2 Remote et po4gs 81428 Frosly the Snowman Boxcar SR 5595 51555 Penn Cental E8 A (L) B10] 669.95
- y L81534 Christmas Toys Stock Car Web Site for ) -
L30233 Pennsylvania Flyer Remote Set 189.95 L8l Polar E ™ GLA Twin Hi Complete L81225 Rock Island E8 AA (L) (BTO) Multiple Rd # 669.95
L81031_Dinosaur Diesel LionChief Set 134,95 L8169 Polar Express™ GLATwin Hopper gy 5595 81228 C&O E8AA (L) (BTO) e 660,95
Listing See Web Site :
L81101__Remote Polar w/10th Anniv. Decoration 299.05 81783 2014 Lionel Chrisimas Boxoar _"Ppgele® 46.95  Fainai—¢ /o Eg AA (L) BTO) for Complet
L81259 _Pennsy 0-8-0 “Broadway Lid” Set 27995 81895 MNorth Pole Geniral 52:6' Gondola 57.95 81254 MKT E8 AA (L) BTQ) " Lising. - XS
f : L81984 #1887 Christmas Flatcar with Reindeer 50.95 9 -
L81263 CNJ Passenger LionChief Set 279.95 - - L81237 Seaboard E8 AA (L) (BTO) 669.95
L1264 Western Union LionChief General Set 279.95 L81985 #6428 Christmas Mail Car 4395 81240 Wabash E8 AA (L) (BT0) [(L) = Legacy 669.95
181266 Amtrak LionChief Freight Set 329,95 L81986 Christmas Wish Tank Car 43.95 81504 Ann Arbor FA-2 AA (L) | (BTO)= Built o Order | 539.95
181279 "Albert Hall" LionChief 4-6-0 Euro Set 299.95  L81987 2014 Angela Trotta Thomas Boxcar 46.95 51500 Ann Arbor Powered FB-2 #53-B () 324.95
181280 "Saint Nicholas" Victorian Remote Set 299.95 L81990 Christmas Gondol_a with Reindeer Feed Vats 46.95 L81528 _Ann Arbor Non-Pwrd FB-2 #53-C (L) 254.95
181284 _ Frosty the Snowman Remote Set 204.95 L81992 Santa Claus Bobbing Head Boxcar 46.95 181507 _B&O (L) FA-2 AA 539.95
181286 Lionel Junction "Little Steam" LionChief Set __134.95 ~ L81993 Santa Finder Searchlight Car 39.95
- - - L81523 B&O (L) Powered FB-2 #817X 324.95
181287 Lionel Junction UP LionChief Set 134.95 L81999 Pennsylvania Gondola w/Xmas Gifts & Trees 46.95 181529 B&O (L) Non-Powered FB-2 #827X 254.95
181288 Pet Shop Diesel LionChief Set 134.95 L82000 Pennsylvaqia Christmas Crane Car 54.95 181510 Erie (L) FA-2 AA 539.95
L81395 Thomas Kinkade® Remote Set 284.95  L82001 Merry & Bright Hot Cocoa Car 50.95 181504 Erie (L) Powered FB-2 #736B 324.95
181475 DC Comics Batman Subway Set 264.95 L81249 10" Christmas Girder Bridge Track 19.95 181530 _ Erie (L) Non-Powered FB-2 #736C 254.95
L81479 Batman M7 Add-On Pair 99.95 L81290 Thomas Kinkade® Holiday Covered Bridge 52.95 181513 MKT (L) FA-2 AA 539.95
181480 New John Deere RS-3 Remote Set 224.95 L81425 Frosty the Snowman Passenger Station 48.95 181525 MKT (L) Powered FB-2 #331B 324.95
THOMAS & FRIENDS L81627 Christmas Hopper Shed 26.95 181531 MKT (L) Non-Powered FB-2 #331D 254.95
L18771 Percy Engine w/Remote System $109.95 L81988 Angela Trotta Thomas Christmas Billboard Pack 12.95 181516 _NYC (L) FA-2 AA 539'95
L18774 James Engine w/Remote System 109.95 182002 Old St. Nick Operating Billboard 44.95 " -
5 o . == L81526 NYC (L) Powered FB-2 #3327 324.95
L18775 Diesel Engine w/Remote System 109.95 182003 Christmas Blinking Water Tower 27.95 81532 NYC (L) Non-Powered FB-2 #3348 254,95
i T™M il - .
L30162 Thomas & Friends™ Christmas Remote Set  149.95 82005 Christmas Wreath Clock Tower 32.95 81519 PRR (L) FA-2 AA 539.95
L30190 Thomas & Friends™ Remote Set 149.95 LIONCHIEF REMOTE CONTROL L81527 PRR (L) Powered FB-2 #9608B 324.95
L30221 Diesel Remote Set 149.95 DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES WITH RAILSOUNDS (81533 PRR (L) Non-Powered FB-2 #96108 254.95
L30222  Percy Remote Set THOMAS ) 14995 138778 Chicago & North Western RS-3 Diesel $239.95 MOTORIZED UNITS
L30223 James Remote Set . &FRIENDS ) 149.95 138779  New York Central RS-3 Diesel 239.95 181439 Halloween Pumpkinheads Handcar $61.95
L81331 Iron Arry Remote Locomotive 109.95 38816 _ Pennsylvania RS-3 Diesel 239.95 181440 Western Union Handcar 61.95
. I _ 8
L81332 lron Bert Remote Locomotive 109.95 138819 Denver & Rio Grande RS-3 Diesel 239.95 81444 PRR Command Control Tie-Jector 144.95
181423  Sodor Coal and Scr: ars 2 Pack i
= L38821  Santa Fe GP7 Diesel _ 239.95 181445 MOW Command Control Tie-Jector 144.95
oe0 The ol TE PO XES L38824  Northern Pacific GP7 Diesel 5 239.95 181446 Santa Fe Command Control Tie-Jector 144.95
30184 P Ie Ear X?,C,e;f E ( h"; ?%Wh' fie) 570.05 L38825 _ Union Pacific GP7 Diesel 239.95 181447 Norfolk Southern Command Control Tie-Jector 144.95
(30218 Po ar Express _oleam Height 5e ISt 3 138827 Burlington GP7 Diesel 23995 81448 Amtrak Command Control Tie-Jector 144.95
L. olar Express™ O Gauge Remote Set 299.95 LIONCHIEF REMOTE CONTROL 181449 Zombie Birney Trolle 71.95
L81101 Remote Polar™ w/10th Anniv. Deco | STEAM LOCOMOTIVES WITH RAILSOUNDS i Y :
L81450 _The Polar Express™ Trolley 79.95 181295 Santa Fe 2-8-2 Mikado Steam $309.95 eSO The Polar Express (UTroley 2058
L25134 Express™ Diner y 50.95 81296 _Great Northern 2-8-2 Miikado Steam 309.95
[25135 p. Baggage Car 50.95 L81297 _ Pennsylvania 2-8-2 Mikado Steam 309.95 resident Reagan Boxcar $46.95
(25186 Exp. Chocolate Car s 50.95  L81299 Chessie System 2-8-2 Mikado Steam 309.95 L81488 President Jackson Boxcar gclilly
135130 _Polar Express™ Disappearing Hobo Gar 54.95  L[81301 New York Central 4-6-4 Hudson Steam e e $179.95
136875 Polar Express™ Coach w/Announcement 94.95 181302 _Chesapeake & Ohio 4-6-4 Hudson Steay 309.95 81490 President Eisenhower Boxcar 46.95
- QESENE] ol Uoonreeicio s B sosc [MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL SERIES BOXCARS
L11450 Polar Exp. Scale Berkshire Gold (L) (BTO) $1079.95 81307  Baltimore & Ohio 4-6-2 Pacific Steam 309.95 $5n_95 EAcH ° ANY 4 FOR $1 94_95
L25795 Polar Express Scale Gold Coach_ 154.95 | 81308 Canadian Pacific 4-6-2 Pacific Steam 309.95
L25796 _Polar Express Scale Gold Observation 154.95 181309 Southern Pacific 4-6-2 Pacific Steam 309.95 BOTFINGISTOCKEMADEINIUSA
L11451 Polar Exp. Scale Berkshire (Black) (L) (BTO) 1049.95 181311 Alaska 4-6-2 Pacific Steam 30005 L81195 ?enll\syl\éanla Railroad Boxcar $46.95
L25576 Polar Express Scale Observation 151.95 STANDARD O SCALE STEAM LOCOMOTIVES L81196 Timken Boxcar 46.95
L25586 Polar Express Scale Heavyweight Baggage Car 151.95 L11452  C&O Berkshire (L) (BTO) | (L) = Legacy $1049.95 L81197 Santa Fe Boxcar 46.95
II:SSZgg Eo:ar Expresss ;chle C%mbination Car 151.95  [11453 ERIE Berkshire (L) (BTO) |(BTO) = BuiltTo Order | 1049.95 Lg]]gg Sé?m?\‘sr\llsgﬁirgaﬁg:;rﬁnk T ig-gg
5 olar Exp. Scale Diner Car Legacy 11454 Nickel Plate Berkshire (L) (BTO) 049.95 o799 remnsywanafafioad famktar P95
181945 Polar Exp. Scale Coach = Built To Order 11456 Pere Marquette Berkshire #1227 (L) (BT0) 049.95 ~ L81200 Timken Tank Car 46.95
VISION LINE BIG BOY LOCOMOTIVES L11462 _SP AC-12 Cab Forward #4294 (L) 229.95 L81201 Great Northern Tank Car 46.95
L11434 Union Pacific Blg Boy #4006 (L) (B0 1999.95 11463 SP AC-12 Cab Forward #4291 (L) 229.95 L81202 Santa Fe Tank Car 46.95
L11435 Union Pacific Big Boy #4018 (L) (BTO) 1999.95 L11464 _SP AC-12 Cab Forward #4286 (L) 229.95 L81203 Pennsylvania Railroad Flatcar 46.95
L11436__ Union Pacific Big Boy #4005 (L) (BTO 1999.95 L11465 SP Daylight AC-12 Cab Frwrd. #4275 (L) 229.95  L81204 Santa Fe Flatcar 46.95
L11437 _Union Pacific Big Boy #4014 (L) (BTO) 1999.95  L81245 Pennsylvania M1A #6771 (L) (BTO) 079.95  L81205 Timken Flatcar 46.95
L11438 _ Union Pacific Big Boy #4017 (L) (BTO) 1999.95 L81246 Pennsylvania M1A #6764 (L) (BTO) 079.95  L81206 Great Northern Flatcar 46.95
L11448 Union Pacific Big Boy #4012 (L) (BTO 1999.95 181184 P&WYV 2-8-2 Heavy Mikado #1152 (L) 939.95 BOXCARS
L11449  Union Pacific Big Boy #4004 (L) (BTO) 1999.95  L81185 CNJ 2-8-2 Heavy Mikado #854 (L) 939.95 125973 Seaboard Single Door Rnd Roof Boxcar #19297 $57.95
L81908 PFE Steel Sided Resfer 3 Pack 172.95 81186 Frisco 2-8-2 Heavy Mikado #4126 (L) 939.95  L38393 PRR Single Door Rnd Roof Boxcar #76648 57.95
L81142 PFE UP/SP SS Reefer w/Frt. Snds 3 Pack 215.99 L81188 NYC 2-8-2 Heavy Mikado #9506 (L) 939.95 L81000 BNSF Waffle-Sided Boxcar 32.95
L81840 Union Pacific Ca-4 Caboose #3880 64.95 L81192 GN 2-8-2 Heavy Mikado #3148 (L) 939.95 L81006 PRR Hi-Cube Boxcar 32.95
L11416 Pennsy #6200 6-8-6 S2 Turbine (L) 939.95 L81007 Seaboard Waffle-Sided Boxcar 32.95
BIG BOY (11401 _Undecorated 2-8-8-2 H7 Pilot (L) 979.95  L81008 Gentral of Georgia Boxcar 32.95
DISPLAY CASE L11469 Undec. AC-12 Cab Forward Pilot (L) (BTO) 1229.95 L81013  Frisco Boxcar 32.95
#BBDC $1 49.95 L81179 Undec. Heavy Mikado Pilot (L) (BTO) 939.95 L81066 MILW RD Double-Sheathed Boxcar #8775 57.95
. MIRRORED BACK Undecorated M1a Pilot (L) (BTO) 1079.95 Continued next column
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BOXCARS (Continued) SCALE OPERATING CARS
L81081 Alaska Steel-Sided Reefer #10806 $57.95 L81881 SP Command Control Crane Car (L) $359.95
L81090 NS 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar 2-Pack 136.95 81886 SP RailSounds Boom Car (L) [(0) = Legacy[174.95

L81095 CR 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar 2-Pack 136.95 L81882 DT&l Command Control Crane Car (L) 359.95
L81619 RDG PS-1 Boxcar #109448 57.95 L81887 DT&I RailSounds Boom Car (L) 174.95
L81703 AT&SF 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar 2-Pack 136.95 L81883 CSX Command Control Crane Car (L) 359.95
L81704 GT 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar 2-Pack 136.95 L81888 CSX RailSounds Boom Car (L) 174.95  AF49632 Polar Express LionChief Remote Train Set $299.95
L81705 MILW RD 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar 2-Pack 136.95  L81884 Bethlehem Steel Command Control Crane Car (L) 359.95  AF49972 The Polar Express Abandoned Toy Car 50.95
L81706 Frisco 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar 2-Pack 136.95 L81890 Bethlehem Steel RailSounds Boom Car (L) 174.95  AF49973 The Polar Express Baggage Car 50.95
L81707 NYC 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar 2-Pack 136.95  L81885 MOW (Yellow) Command Control Crane Car (L) 359.95  AF49078 The Polar Express EIf Handcar 71.95
L81708 AT&SF 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar #36715 68.95 L81889 MOW (Yellow) RailSounds Boom Car (L) 174.95  AF49882 The Polar Express Girder Bridge 17.95
L81710 ILW RD 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar #4980 68.95 Both Crane & Boom Car for 509.95 AMERICAN FLYER 2014 CHRISTMAS
L81711  Frisco 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar #9125 68.95 AF42567 American Flyer Christmas Dockside Switcher  $79.95
L81712 NYC 86' Hi-Cube Boxcar #67001 68.95  L37082 Peanuts Animated Trick or Treat Chase $50.95  AF48874 American Flyer 2014 Christmas Boxcar 35.95
L81827 PC Single Door Rnd Roof Boxcar #100104 57.95  L81256 Personalized Message Birthday Boxcar 57.95  AF48875 North Pole Gondola w/Santa's Cocoa Containers 35.95
L81828 GN Single Door Rnd Roof Boxcar #5217 57.95 Records Three 8 Second Personal Messages AMERICAN FLYER SCALE STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
L81829 WP Single Door Rnd Roof Boxcar #10211 57.95 L81491 Jersey Central Coal Dump Car 39.95 AF48178 Santa Fe 2-8-8-2 #1795 (L) SALE  $599.95
L81836 Erie Double-Sheathed Boxcar #71107 57.95 L81568 4th of July Parade Operating Boxcar 57.95  AF48181 Union Pacific 2-8-8-2 #3672 (L) SALE  599.95
L81837  Frisco Double-Sheathed Boxcar #128528 57.95 L81725 UP Operating Merchandise Car #9143 57.95  AF48182 Virginian 2-8-8-2 #741 (L) (D) = Legacy SALE  599.95
L81838 CNJ Double-Sheathed Boxcar #14014 57.95 181726 REA Operating Merchandise Car #6282 57.95  AF48197 ATSF 2-8-8-2 #1797 (L) SALE  599.95
|~ REEFERS | PASSENGER CARS AF48198 Norfolk & Western 2-8-8-2 #2020 (L) SALE  599.95
L15094 Halloween Reefer $39.95 L81462 Pennsy "Broadway Ltd" Add-On Baggage $50.95 AMERICAN FLYER LEGACY DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES
L25934 Santa Fe Map & Slogan Reefer 3-Pack 99.95 L81464 CNJ "Montclair" Add-On Passenger Car 43.95 AF42512 Santa Fe Scale U33C #8525 SALE $289.95
L81011 Pacific Fruit Express Reefer 32.95 181625 Amtrak Add-On Baggage Car 61.95 AF42513 Delaware & Hudson Scale U33C #761 SALE  289.95
L81015 Boston & Maine Reefer 32.95 AF42516 Milwaukee Road Scale U33C #5705 SALE  289.95
L81081 Alaska Steel-Sided Reefer #10806 57.95 L81800 Southern 2-Pack (Observation/Coach) $229.95  AF42515 Penn Central Scale U33C #6560 SALE  289.95
L81839 PFE Halloween SS Reefer #81839 57.95 L81801  Southern 2-Pack (Combo/Vista Dome) 229.95 AF42519 CNJ SD70ACE #1071 (L) 299.95
L81142 PFE UP/SP SS Reefer w/Frt. Snds 3 Pk. 215.99 L81812 Rock Island 2-Pack (Observation/Coach) 229.95  AF42520 CNJ SD70ACE #1834 Non-Powered 134.95
L81908 PFE Steel-Sided Reefer 3-Pack 172.95 L81813 Rock Island 2-Pack (Comboy/Vista Dome) 229.95  AF42521 DLW SD70ACE #1074 (L) 299.95
L81818 C&O 2-Pack (Observation/Coach) 229.95  AF42523 Erie SD70ACE #1068 (L) 299.95
L19388 BN ‘89 Auto Carrier Car $79.95 L81819 C&O 2-Pack (Combination/Vista Dome) 229.95 AF42524 Erie SD70ACE Non-Powered 134.95
L19389 Southern Pacific ‘89 Auto Carrier Car 79.95 L81830 MKT 2-Pack (Observation/Coach) 229.95  AF42525 lllinois Terminal SD70ACE #1072 (L) 299.95
L19390 Canadian Pacific ‘89 Auto Carrier Car 79.95 L81831 MKT 2-Pack (Baggage/Diner) 229.95 AF42527 NYC SD70ACE #1066 (L) 299.95
L29338 BN 89' Auto Carrier Cars (2 Pk.) 159.95 L81842 Wabash 2-Pack (Observation/Coach) 229.95 AF42528 NYC SD70ACE Non-Powered 134.95
L29345 Santa Fe 89' Auto Carrier Car 79.95 L81843 Wabash 2-Pack (ComboVista Dome) 229.95  AF42529 Penn Central SD70ACE (L) 299.95
L29346 Soo Line 89' Auto Carrier Cars (2 Pk.) 159.95 L81866 Rock Island 2-Pack (Baggage/Diner) 229.95 AF42531 Reading SD70ACe (L) 299.95
L29349 SP 89' Auto Carrier Cars (2 Pk.) 159.95 L81869 C&O 2-Pack (Baggage/Diner) 229.95 AF42533 Savannah & Atlanta SD70ACe (L) 299.95
L29377 CP 89' Auto Carrier Cars (2 Pk.) 159.95 L81872 Wabash 2-Pack (Baggage/Diner) 229.95 AF42537 Wabash SD70ACe (L) 299.95
L81003 CP Bi-Level Auto Carrier 32.95 L81875 MKT 2-Pack (Combination/Vista Dome) 229.95 AF42538 Wabash SD70ACe Non-Powered 134.95
L81878 Southern 2-Pack (Baggage/Diner) 229.95 AF42535 Virginian SD70ACe (L) 299.95
L81002  Union Pacific 3 Dome Tank Car $32.95 L81969 PRR 2-Pack (Parlor/Coach) 229.95 AF42580 BNSF ES44AC #6438 (L) 384.95
L81009 Southern 2-Dome Tank Car 3295 81972 B&O 2-Pack (Baggage/Sleeper) 229.95 AF42583 CP ES44AC #8730 (L) mﬂ
L81012 T&P Single-Dome Tank Car 32.95 181975 SP 2-Pack (Sleeper/Coach) 229.95 AF42584 CSX ES44AC #924 (L) — Y I384.95
L81076 Penn Salt 8000-Gallon Tank Car #4770 52.95 181978 UP 2-Pack (Sleeper/Coach) 229.95 AF42586 KCS ES44AC #4692 (L) 384.95
L81077 PM 8000-Gallon Tank Car #71710 52.95 181981 KCS 2- Pack (Sleeper/Coach) 229.95  AF42588 Union Pacific ES44AC #7523 (L 384.95
L81078 NYC 8000-Gallon Tank Car #107898 52.95
L81079 KP 8000-Gallon Tank Car #50277 52.95 L81644 Chessie 3-Pack (Combo/Coach/Obs) $194.95  AF42563 Bethlehem Steel Dockside Switcher (C) $79.95
L81080 BN 8000-Gallon Tank Car #977100 52.95 181649 SP Daylight 3-Pack (Combo/Coach/Obs) 194.95  AF42564 Reading Dockside Switcher (C) 79.95
L81292 Valley Central Single-Dome Tank Car 31.95 L81739  AT&SF 3-Pack (Combo/Coach/Obs) 194.95 AF42566 American Flyer Lines Dockside (C) 79.95
L81419 Align 0029 .Single-Dome Tank Car 43.95 181744 CP Madison 3-Pack (Combo/Coach/Obs) 194.95 AF42570 D&H ALCO PA-1 AA Set (L) (0 = Legacy 459.95
L81615 Union PaC|f!c Single-Dome Tank Car 32.95 181749 _ Pullman Madison 3-Pack (Combo/Coach/Obs) 194.95 Af42573 SP ALCO‘PA-1 _AA Set (L) I(C onventional]-459:95
L81617 Pet Shop Single-Dome Tank Car 32.95 81754 NYC Madison 3-Pack (Combo/Coach/Obs) 194.95  AF42597 CP Baldwin Switcher (C) 209.95
181759 NYC Madison 2-Pack (Coach/Diner) 129.95 ﬁ;ﬁggg gnlon Ft’ac'flcs?aliivsv"}dswltcshert (E) Sgg-gg
i N F oungstown Steel Baldwin Switcher .
L81010 FEC Gondola with Reels $32.95 '[g:;gg ’,;'I,ﬁnzl: ?\hsa%?sinpg-c;;;ofccgﬁﬁfgﬁf)) }53;32 AF48165 M&STL Baldwin Switcher (C) 244.95
L0 DERGWOrCar 3295 51764 Pullman Madison 2-Pack (Coach/Baggage) __ 129.95
(o101~ BNSF 5.6 Gondola widovers #55300 5765 L8176 Chessio Madison 2-Pack (CoachDiner) ___129.95  3EiEecs (i basiic 57 hachanieal et 5795
L81892 Bethlshem Steel 52:6 Gon. w/Covers #0302 5705 81769 _Chessie Madison 2-Pack (Coach/Baggage) 12995 {Eideds pre sy Mechanical Reeter 57.95
L81893 _GTW 52-6 Gondola w/Covers #145390 57.05 81778 SP Daylight Madison 2-Pack (Coach/Diner ___129.95 ¢ ag61 Great Northern 57' Mechanical Reefer 57.95
181894 CSX 52-6 Gondola w/Covers #709190 5795 81774 SP Dayiight Madison 2-Pack (Coach/Baggage)  129.95 5 gg8 Northern Pacific 57 Mechanical Reef 57.95
N T ST S IS TG 51778 AT&SF Madison 2-Pack (GoachDiner) T o L FIOPEERs
S P T R YA T $32.95 '[8‘779 éL&,aF d’\"adis"g 2‘5 aék (CﬁfDC.h/ Baggage)  129.95 —AF48862 Government of Ganada Gylindrical Hopper . $57.95
L81004 B&O Dep. Ctr Flatcar w/Stakes/Transformer 32.95 Lg:;gi cp Mad!son g'PaCk (Coach/Blner) }gggg AF48863 Canadian National Cylindrical Hopper 57.95
L81465 _ SP Flatcar with Two Piggybacks 50.95 AF48864 Santa Fe Cylindrical Hopper 57.95
L81466 BN Maxi-Stack (Pair) 89.95 HEAVYWEIGHTIEASSENGERIGERS AF48865 Frisco Cylindrical Hopper 57.95
L81436 _Intermodal Container 4-Pack 31.95 125646 SantaFe "The Scout' Heavyweight (4 Pack) $399.95  ;F4sg66 Great Northern Cylindrical Hopper 57.95
L81486_NYC Patrol Helicopter Flatcar 43.05 L25651 Santa Fe "The Scout Hea_vywelght (2 Pack)  199.95 AMERICAN FLYER ROLLING STOCK
L81896 NYC PS-5 Flatcar with Piggybacks 71.95  L25655 The Blue Comet Heavyweight (4 Pack) 399.95  'AF48579 Gilbert Electric Dep. Center Flatcar w/Cable Reel $35.95
L81897 MILW PS-5 Flatcar with Piggybacks 71.95 L25656 Alton Limited Heavyweight (4 Pack) 399.95  AF48580 U.S.Navy Flatcar with Military Vehicles 50.95
L81898 _Lionel PS-5 Flatcar with Piggybacks 71.95 L25713 NYC 20th Century Ltd. Hvywght .(4 Pk) SALE  299.95  AF48851 American Flyer Stock Car 35.95
L81899 _CP PS-5 Flatcar with Piggybacks 71.95 L25718 NYC 20th Century Ltd. Heavyweight (2 Pack) 199.95 ~ AF48852 Santa Fe "The Grand Canyon Line" Boxcar 35.95
L81900 UP PS-5 Flatcar with Piggybacks 71.95 AF48855 American Flyer Lines Waffle-Sided Boxcar 35.95
o100y e sem e sramnuic il o0 ORDER ON-LINE e ol e
emi-Tractor & Piggyback Trailer . F - .
L81903 Lionel Semi-Tractor & Piggyback Trailer 64.95 AF48870 GN Steam RailSounds Boxcar 124.95
L81904 CP Semi-Tractor & Piggfggck Trailer 64.95 24 HOURS A DAYI AF48871 Erie Steam RailSounds Boxcar 124.95
81905 UP Semi-Tractor & Piggyback Trailer 64.95 AF49082 C&O Coal Dump Car 57.95
7 DAYS A WEEK AF49083 Santa Fe Dep. Center Searchlight Car 57.95
L81437 York Peppermint Patty Vat Car $46.95 .S S-t AF49084 Pennsylvania Gas Unloading Car 57.95
29694 _Hershey Mint Car 53.95 ecure Site AF48854 Boston Federal Reserve Mint Car 43.95
L81469 Great Northern Bi-level Stockcar 43.95 . i . i AF48847 New York Federal Reserve Mint Car 43.95
oSy BroueIng oree Priee e e e e i
[51482 New K& Fertaas Guad Bepperwicoaitoas —anss. o€ Web Site for Weekly Sale AF49847 #774 Floodigh Tower $79.95
181686 PRR GLa 50-ton Twin Hopper 3-Pack 159.95 www C h a rI e S ro co m AF49872 Telephone Poles (Set of 6 Assorted) 30.95
(Matches Cars in L81247 M1a Set) ° ° AF49876 Water Tower with Shed 69.95
L81687 _Lehigh Valley GLa 50 Ton Twin Hopper 2-Pack 104.95 AF49877 Elevated Gilbert Oil Tank 62.95
L81688 CB&Q GlLa 50 Ton Twin Hopper 3-Pack 59.95 Shipping charge?\’\/lwﬁgy::ﬁa%:fbﬁgeﬂ’:;:)%I:Jlﬁgtal order and will ALioere yinier Station «g” lesn
L81689 C&O GlLa 50 Ton Twin Hopper 3-Pack 59.95 be shipped VIA FedEx or UPS ground service in the Continental AF40852 MANFLYER SHGAUGEIRASTHACK $4.95
L81789 NH GLa 50 Ton Twin Hopper 2-Pack 104.95 United States (except Alaska and Hawaii). The following rates apply: raight rac - .
L81793  Berwind GLa 50 Ton Twin Hopper 3-Pack 159.95 TOTAL ORDER SHIPPING CHARGE ﬁiigggg gg“ SadIUf C;;Vg Tr?chk (12 = circle) 7132
(Matches Car in L81247 M1a Set) - Over $1500.00 $25.00 AF19857 20" Remote Hs W'It Ch Tios
L81824 P&WV GLa 50 Ton Twin Hopper 2-Pack 104.95 ﬂ $1000.00 to $1500.00 $15.00 E - _Hemote witch -
181858 PRR GLa 50 Ton Twin Hopper 3-Pack =t $500.00 to $1000.00 $10.00 A:49862 30" Straight Track (_Mlnlum 10 Pcs.) 9.95
CABOOSES £75.00 {0 500,00 so00  EE=8 | AF49868 20" Manual LH Switch 37.95
L81806 Pennsylvania N5B Caboose #477814 $68.95 Under $75.00 $10.00 AF49869 20" Manual RH Switch 37.95
181807 _ Conrail N5B Caboose #22882 68.95 For orders that require multiple shipments, there will be a $6.00 | AF49870 20" Command Control LH Switch 89.95
L81808 Penn Central N5B Caboose #22802 68.95 charge for each shipment made on your backorder. To minimize these AF49871 20" Command Control RH Switch 89.95
L81809 LIRR N5B Caboose #2 68.95 ::ha;]ges sgipmgnts will bebin $7f5(r)19 mcretments. Vge reserdve the rip?hl AF49895 Uncoupling FasTrack Section 35.95
L81810 Lionel Lines N5B Caboose #2 68.95 0 ship oraders In any n_um er of shipments per oraer yve esue._ X ny AF49899 Grade Crossil /Flashers & Gates 144,95
- - - customer request to ship backorder under $75.00 require an additional
81840 _UP Ca-4 Caboose #3880 (Maiches Vision Line Big Boy) 64.95 | g3.00 S'hipp‘ﬁng charge. Mass. residence add B0 Sales tax. 16% WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE
L81841 UP MOW Ca-4 Caboose #903224 (Silver) 64.95 restocking charges on returns if not exchanged for items of equal
L81967 UP MOW Ca-4 Caboose #903019 (Green) 64.95 value. No Returns after 10 days. No Returns of Books or Video’s.
L81968 Halloween Ca-4 Caboose #X6734 64.95  Prices are subject o change without notice. Quantities are limited. Sale items are

limited i hand. N ible fi hical .
PLEASE CALL TO REQUEST OUR PRICE GUIDE &ttt Shirios fo Sumpiy Co 2ar4° ¢ for vpographicalerfors s
TOLL FREE FOR ORDERS 1-800-225-4424 - 1-800-225-4425 - FAX TOLL FREE 1-800-287-0090
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The RS-1 was introduced
by ALCO in March of 1941 with

the delivery of the first of two units to the Rock Island. Combining the

accessibility of a switching locomotive and the higher-speed tracking of a road unit,

the RS-1 started a revolution in locomotive design that was soon embraced by all of the major

diesel-electric builders. Despite ALCO's own infroduction of higher horsepower roadswitchers, the 1,000 hp RS-1

had a production span of 19 years (1941-1960) with 623 units. For additional information, go to: www.atlaso.com/ors1a.htm

™ Gulf Mobile & Ohio

FEATURES:

o Solid die-cast chassis, pilots, fuel tank, and detailed truck sideframes

o Highly detailed body and cab with separately-applied grab irons, piping
and lift rings

o Steam generator defails as appropriate per road name

© All-metal separately-applied handrail stanchions

o Accurately-detailed AAR type B trucks with separately-applied brake cylinders,
brake chains and other details

o Twin motors with flywheels

o Directional headlights

© Accurate painting and printing

o Weight: 5 Ibs.

o Length: Approximately 14"

© Minimum diameter curve: 0-36 (3-Rail)

© Minimum radius curve: 36" (2-Rail)

Send $3 to Atlas’ address listed below to receive the latest Atlas Product Catalog

Long Island

3-RAIL FEATURES:

o Electric Railroad Co. “Cruise Commander” Technology
© IMPROVED RailSounds™ digital sound system T
© LEGACY COMPATIBLE (100 Speed Steps)
© Operating diesel exhaust unit

© Electro-couplers

© Lionel® TrainMaster Command Control

QSI® FEATURES (ATLAS O MASTER 2-RAIL GOLD SERIES LOCOMOTIVES ONLY):
© NEW QSI® Titan Sound Technology

 Ind Generation, proprietary sound processor for an increase in sound quality and variety

o Ability to cut, paste and upgrade to new sounds with the Quantum Programmer
(sold separately)
© Horn/Bell sounds and multiple prime movers are all CV programmable

© 64 simultaneous sound channels pr—
!f You
(Tube]

(MODEL RAILROAD CO., INC.)

ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO, INC. ¢ 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205 * www.atlasrr.com * www.atlaso.com
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Williams by Bachmann
NS Heritage SD90

Review and Photos by George Brown

Designed in the 1990s at the peak of the horsepower race
between EMD and GE, the SD90 from EMD was a huge loco-
motive at 80" in length. But the locomotive’s biggest feature was
to be its new 16-cylinder four-stroke 265H prime mover rated at
6000 hp. However, when the SD90 made its debut to the rail
industry in 1996, the new H engine was not ready for prime time
live. In a stopgap effort to garner orders for its new locomotive,
EMD sold and shipped initial-production SD90s as convertible
units powered by the company’s proven 4300 hp two-stroke

16-710 diesel and AC traction motors. This lower-powered con-
vertible version was called the SD9043MAC. The plan was that
after the 265H entered production, EMD would then convert the
existing 4300 hp units to 6000 hp using the new prime mover.

The stopgap plan may have been a good one, but
unfortunately the 265H was not. On the road, the new prime
mover experienced one failure after another with its fate sealed by
high fuel consumption and the inability to meet upcoming
emissions requirements. The only roads that ordered SD90s were
the Union Pacific and the Canadian Pacific, and most of those
units were the SD9043MAC. Not one of the 4300 hp units was
converted to 6000 hp.

In 2012 as part of its 30th anniversary, the
Norfolk Southern ordered 20 new locomotives to be
painted in color schemes that honored the company’s
predecessor railroads. Ten of these were new
SD70ACe units from EMD, and the other ten were
ES44AC units from GE. One of the SD70s, cab
number 1074, was painted in colors commemorating
the former Lackawanna Railroad.

The Williams by Bachmann SD90 featured in
this review actually looks quite similar to the Norfolk
Southern SD70ACe heritage unit. At nearly 17”7
between its end sills, the model is within 1-1/2” of the
scale 74" length of a real SD70ACe and is designed to
negotiate O31 curves. Other Norfolk Southern
heritage color schemes currently offered honor the
Erie, Jersey Central, New York Central, and Reading.
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Construction and Features

Locomotives from Williams by Bachmann have a well-earned
reputation for simple construction that can withstand a lot
of...let’s call it stress at the hands of overly enthusiastic owners or
operators. Because of my experience with several Williams and
Williams by Bachmann locomotives that I own plus those I've
reviewed in the past, I consider them bullet proof. Of course, the
fact that all Williams by Bachmann locomotives operate using
conventional transformer control, the complexity, expense, and
potential for reliability glitches that can penetrate the command
operating environment simply do not exist. But for those opera-
tors who want the simple and robust construction plus the bene-
fits of command operation, the SD90 has the internal space for
owner installation of the necessary electronics.

The body shell is substantial with the grille, door, fan, and
other details molded into the plastic. Molded inside the shell is the
former Williams Reproductions logo, which sure identifies the
origin of the tooling. Four self-tapping Phillips screws hold the
shell to the frame, which is stamped from 0.055” sheet steel.
Because the handrails on the sides and ends are part of the frame
stamping and are formed to the prototypically correct 90 degrees
to the floor, the frame is absolutely ridged. Removing the body
from the frame for periodic occasional maintenance or repair takes
about a minute, with installation equally as quick and easy.

Housed inside the body shell are the electronic reverse and

2014

sound generator printed circuit boards and also the speaker. The
reverse unit features an AC-DC rectifier for the DC can motors
and also the digital sound generator board. A slide switch located
underneath the frame locks the reverse unit in forward or reverse,
depending on operator preference.

In a heart-thumping change from the archconservative archi-
tecture that exemplifies Williams by Bachmann locomotives, gone
are the frame-mounted incandescent bulbs for the front and rear
headlights. At each end of the body shell, two white LEDs on a
small circuit board move this model diesel locomotive into the
21st century.

On each truck, a reasonably sized can motor with a flywheel
drives two of the three axles via metal gears. For operation on tight
3-rail curves, the wheelset closest to the fuel tank is an idler with
no flanges on the wheels. To keep tooling costs down and thereby
the SD90’s price, the three-axle truck blocks and side frames are
the same design used by Williams by Bachmann on its previous
releases of six-axle diesels with EMD prototypes.

Decoration of the SD90 is some of the best I've seen from
Williams by Bachmann, if not the best. Color separation is sharp
and crisp with no bleed, even across the several molded-in panels,
shelves, and grab irons that comprise the locomotive’s exterior.
Overall the paint, lettering, and graphics are excellent.
Additionally, parts of the handrails are masked and painted with
hand-trimmed edges on the steps and also the frame above the
steps. Bottom line, the SD90 is a handsomely finished model.

Williams by Bachmann SD90
Features and Details
- Die-cast truck blocks, side frames, pilots, and fuel tank
- 6-amp electronic reverse unit with direction lockout
- True Blast Plus 16-bit digital sound of the
- EMD diesel prime mover
- Homn
- Bell
- Dual DC can motors with flywheels
- Metal drive gears
- Glazed windows
- Separate grab irons, windshield wipers, and sand fills
- Separate five chime horns
- Die-cast thumbtack-style operating couplers
- Die-cast truck blocks with bronze axle bushings
- Four traction tires
- LED headlights

- Spare traction tires




At Trackside

All Williams by Bachmann locomotives, as did pred-
ecessor units from the former Williams Reproductions,
power up in forward with the sequence of forward, neutral,
reverse, neutral, forward. At initial power-up with our
official test train coupled to it, the SD90 smoothly
started its train as the sound system cut in with the sound
of a recent-production EMD prime mover at idle.

Williams diesel locomotives have always run fast,
actually very fast even at low power settings, and the
Williams by Bachmann SD90 carries on with that
characteristic. The SD90 proved to be a bona fide speed
merchant on the relatively flat profile of the editorial
Carpet Central Railroad. Even when I ran the engine on
my outer loop with its wide O72 curves, the throttle lever
on my ZW-L never went beyond the first quarter of its
travel. Coupling a heavy train of 22 weighted O scale
freight cars to the big gray diesel improved its low-speed
performance; that is, the heavy train noticeably loaded
the engine for a realistically slow and smooth start and
acceleration.

As I've reported in previous reviews of the True Blast Plus
sound system, it generates sounds of what could be the prototyp-
ically correct prime mover for the model, such as the EMD
16-710 in a real SDI0, in eight rev levels from idle to wide open.
As to the horn, it represents the sound that emanates from a
modern diesel, and the bell...well, it clangs like a bell should.

Raising or lowering the track voltage increases or decreases the
rev levels, but I have to admit that I verified the sounds while the
engine was sitting in neutral. With the SD90 running at a scale 60
mph, only the second rev level roared, and there was a lot of

unused throttle still available on the transformer. I was reasonably
certain that enough voltage on the track to trigger the third,
fourth, or higher rev level would likely launch the big diesel and
its train from one of my O72 curves. As a side note, with the train
running at a scale 60 mph, I could barely hear the sounds of the
prime mover over the din from the train’s wheels on the rails.
Unfortunately, there’s no way to adjust the sound volume up or
down or to turn it off.

The minimum curve for the SD90 is O31, and I'm sure that’s
an accurate specification. With its short wheelbase of 1-1/2”
between the two flanged wheelsets on each
of the free-swinging trucks, the engine
negotiated my Atlas O36 curves and
switches without a problem other than a
lot of overhang to the inside of the curve.
- Of course, extreme overhang on O31 or
even O36 curves is to be expected from a
locomotive that’s nearly 17” long with
approximately 11-1/2” between the truck
pivot points.

One of several benefits from
the new LED headlights is
constant brightness. To me,
the best benefit is no more
light flooding the inside of the
body shell as did previously
released diesels with two

incandescent light bulbs.
Running the new SD90 in
twilight or darkness was a
distinct pleasure. For that
matter, running the engine
under any condition was
fun. It was smooth, pre-

dictable, and dependable. I

couldn’t ask for more from

an O gauge locomotive.
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Altoona Model Works

* Fine Quality Models & Structures
* Model Making Services
e Laser Cutting & Engraving
o CNC Machining
Visit our website: www.altoonamodelworks.net

AltoonaModelWorks
2172 Cross Cove Rd
Martinsburg, Pa. 16662

See available kits

SUPERSMOKEs

®* Non- Toxic Liquid & Vapor
*Fast Wicking
Cedar * FIRTREE
Arctic Mint
Christmas Tree
Sugar Maple
Hickory #* Cinnamon
Big-Puff Odorless
2 oz. W/ DROPPER $ 8.50
4 oz. W/saFeTycapr $15.00
PLUS $10.00 SHIPPING & HANDLING PER ORDER
AVAILABLE SINCE 1979

BART'S PNEUMATICS CORP.
1952 LANDIS VALLEY RD. * LANCASTER, PA. 17601
- - VISA - MASTERCARD
717-392-1 568 MINIMUM ORDER
www.bartspneumatics.com 2BOTTLES
PA. RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX

Time To Replace Your Battery?

Do it with the original BCR !
Over 150,000 units in service.

"BCR2

Used in new 3-vok P52 and PS2 upgrades
Permanently replace your MTH and Lonel* battery, with the
BCR circuit. Mo longer do you need to charge or replace the

battery to operate the engine. After one minute of track
power to charge the BCR circuit, the engine is ready to run.

Expert PS1 and PS2 Repair

* Call or check website for
e(’& 95 specials and quantity discounts--€3
A% PS2 Upgrades $250
*Requires an additional circuit $5.00s/h

EMlandiWAEIectronics)

427 Sarah Woods Dr. Red Lion, PA 17356

717-417-2820

I ‘
9.9
5

E-mail: jandwelectronics@yahoo.com

andwelectronics.com

FLEXIBLE WEATHER PROOF VINYL ROADBED
Samples? specify scale/gauge (2-rail or 3-rail)
and send $2 cash to> HOBBY INNOVATIONS

Dept O ¢ PO Box 676 ¢ Mtn. City TN 37683
Info 423-727-8000 or www.FLEXXBED.com
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At the End of the Run

I've seen SD90s in the five available Norfolk Southern heritage color schemes
advertised in the $230-$250 price range, plus shipping, by mail-order dealers on the
Internet. For the conventional operator, the recently released SD90 from Williams by
Bachmann is hard to beat. &

21830 NS Heritage Lackawanna SD90 #1074

Suggested retail price: $379.95 at Williams by Bachmann dealers

Bachmann Trains; www.bachmanntrains.com

Williams by Bachmann SD90 Conventional Performance
(sound: on)

Length: 17-1/2 ~ over couplers; 16-7/8 “ between end sills

Distance Between Locomotive Pickup Rollers: 7-3/8

Weight on Driving Wheels: 4 Ibs, 13 0z

Distance Between Pickup Rollers: 7-3/8~

Tractive Effort: 2 1b, 8 0z @ 7.2VAC, 5.6 A, 40 W

Minimum Sustained Speed: 16 scale mph @ 5.9 VAC, 1.3A, 8 W

Maximum Tested Speed: 60 scale mph @ 8.8VAC, 2.1A, 11 W

Test Train
15-car mixed freight; train weight 13 Ibs; pull to move train 7 oz;
recent-production O scale cars from various manufacturers



www.altoonamodelworks.net
www.bartspneumatics.com
www.jandwelectronics.com
www.flexxbed.com

FREE SHIPPING, FREE SHIPPING, FREE SHIPPING” LYCERERERICALY
R Hobbies

Come see us! * Available for group meetings!

¢ Located in an historic 1915 MOPAC brick_Depot.

A A R O NsS C ITY T R AI N S . Operating.layouts in.ml.lltiple .scales and !WORE!

* See over fifty UP mainline trains pass daily!

One of the world's largest selections of O Gauge Trains! [ heracoeror

MTH, LIONEL, WEAVER, WOODLAND SCENICS, ARTTISTA, GARGRAVES Bald Knob, AR 72010
587 Grant St., Akron, OH 44311 (234) 678-3482 ph:501-RAILFAN (724-5326)

WIWW.AARONSCITYTRAINS. COM e

MgcxJoncriof

TrRAINN - SHEIOoPRPI=E

“I now have 20/20 sharpness”— says Pedro Pinhole
FRICKO PINHOLE LENS

® In focus from 3 inches to infinity.

® For miniature photos, gives dolls’ perspective,
photos can be taken looldng up at models, perfect
focus of fi dand b d, no vertical
Iine distortion, makes models look real.

@ Available for 35mm SLR cameras: CANON, EOS,
KONIKA, MINOLTA, NIKON, OLYMPUS, MAXXUM,
PENTAX K, PENTAX S, YASHICA, CONTAX

Send SASE for information. A. J. Fricko Co.,
P.O. Box 523, Union, KY 41091-0523

www.MercerJunction.com

Specializing in all of your O Scale needs from
track, scenery and Arttista figures to Premier
MTH, Lionel, Atlas O and 3rd Rail Brass
Locomotives. Stop by and see our 21' x 10'
fully detailed, DCS, Legacy, In-Store layout.
CUSTOM WORK AVAILABLE.

Genuine Limestone

HIGHBALL BALLAST

a solid track record
s For all scales: Z,N,HO, S,0,1,G.

weathering, custom color schemes, lettering « Send SASE for catalog
151 North Diamond Street * Mercer, PA 16137 < HIGHBALL PRODUCTS CO.
Phone: 724-662-1110 = - : r P.O. Box 523, Union, KY 41091-0523

Excelle Lubricants distributed by JT’s Mega-SteamT ' L 00 K, WE, RE B A CK
E Berkshire Valley Models

x ('E e I I e Same great line of “O” Scale
Lubricants

parts and structures.
« Designed specifically for model railroads Now Available:

 Oils are plastic compatible and conductive - -
* Convenient 4-pack; or purchase individually - Painted Detail Parts -
« Different viscosities for specific applications See it all at
Usage guide provided ;
* Featuring precision needle point applicators WWW'berks_hlreva”eVmOdels'com
* Developed, tested, and packaged in the U.S.A. Berkshire Valley Models
MEGA-STEAM ° 11 Out of Bounds Road PO Box 1666, Fenton, MO
Palmyra, VA 22963 * email:jkmegasteam@aol.com 63026
For Visa / MC orders and info:
www.megasteam.com (434) 589-2660 *10am to 6pm EST berkshirevalley@gmail.com

Jon Ulbright presents the 13th
Fall Greater Wayne County

TRAIN & TOY SHOW

Catoctin Mountain

Trains and Hobbies

22 Years of Great Service, Pricing, and Fair Dealing?

We are a MTH Mega Station Train Retailer!

Sunday, November 9, 2014 =M
10:00 am - 4:00pm ¢ Admission: Adults $5.00  Children 12 and under FREE ELECTRICITRAINS
MEGA STATION

U [ 7
NHER I HEk

wwn.mEh-railking.com

- For MTH Repairs West of the Mississippi
Featuring: contact:docsavage52@sbcglobal.net

Buckeye Event Center
* 550+ Dealer Tables ¢ All Gauges 7 s
624 Henry Street » 10 Running Layouts * Parts *« Books & Videos “.’e carry MTH's full line ‘?f .
Dalton. Ohio 44618 « Farm & Vinfage Toys « Die-cast Models Trains, Track and Accessories!
’ * NASCAR ltems * Great Food & Drink « Free Parking 301-271-5491 » www.cmtrains.com

sponsored by CJ Trains ¢ Future Date: March 22, 2015 « www.cjtrains.com 3 West Main St. Thurmont, Md 21788
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www.aaronscitytrains.com
www.mercerjunction.com
www.megasteam.com
www.facebook.com/pages/Arkansas-Traveler-Hobbies-LLC/132207226823512
www.berkshirevalleymodels.com
www.cmtrains.com
www.cjtrains.com

831 NW 143rp STREET MIAMI, FL 33168 iai
Tel:(305)688-8868  Fax:(305)948-0339 5'(‘)’!10'31[’{,%%"‘5'@2“'}‘ mand Sy§1t§,99
E-Mail: rtrtrains@_aol.com o 50-1003 TIU TRACK INTERFACE UNIT ~ 174.99
www.ReadyToRollTrains.com 50-1004 AIU accessory INTERFacE uniT 104.99
Order Line:1-877-RTR-TRNS(787-8767) 50-1009 Mini-to-Mini Cable
Mon 11am-5pm  Tue-Fri 10am-6pm  SAT 9am-6PM 50-1014 Wiring Terminal Block
MOUNTAINS - TREES - TUNNELS 1019 PS20B h
SCENERY ITEMS - ACCESSORES MTH MEGA STATION 200 020820 Thaioer
__ BRING YOUR LAYOUT TO LIFE! FULL LINE TRAIN STORE -- WE'VE GOT IT ALL 50.1032 TIU/LEGACY Cable

WOODLAND SCENICS BUILT &-READY BUILDINGS

s b Ty

5848
LUBENER's HARRISON's X CORNER COUNTRY DEUCE's DAVENPORT MORRISON's ETHYL's
GENERAL STORE HARDWARE COBBLER EMPORIUM STORE BIKE SHOP DEPT. STORE DOOR FACTORY GAS & SERVICE
$99.99 $99.99 $99.99 $109.99 $115.99 $115.99 $124.99 $129.99 $124.99

FREE SHIPPING WITH THE PURCHASE OF THREE OR MORE BUILDINGS

NEW ~ FOR _ (s 2014

5850 3 ﬁ : 5851
SULLY's TAVERN 5 ¥ paen (i ! J. FRANK's GROCERY
$109.99 RN el $115.99

2721 TRAIN MECHANICS 18.49 2732 BYSTANDERS 18.49 2747 RAIL WORKERS 20.99 2758 PARK BENCHES 15.49
2722 TRAIN PERSONNEL 18.49 2733 ENGINEERS 19.49 2748 WELDERS & ACCESSORIES 19.99 2759 PEOPLE SITTING 19.99
2723 TRACK WORKERS 18.49 2734 HOBOS 18.49 2749 PARK BUMS 20.99 2760 SHOOTIN' HOOPS 20.99
2724 HOLSTEIN COWS 19.49 2736 POLICEMEN 18.49 2750 FARMERS MARKET 20.99 2761 ROAD CREW 19.99
2725 DOGS & CATS 18.49 2737 BLACK BEARS 19.49 2751 GONE FISHING 20.99 2762 ROAD CREW DETAIL 20.99
2726 TOMBSTONES 19.49 2738 DEER 19.49 2752 BICYCLE BUDDIES 20.99 2763 PEDESTRIANS 20.99
2727 CHECKER PLAYERS  18.49 2739 ASSORTED CRATES 20.99 2753 MASONRY WORKERS 20.99 2764 STREET ACCESSORIES 20.99
2728 FULL FIGURED FOLKS 18.49 2740 NEWSSTAND 19.49 2754 CAMPERS 20.99 2765 BACKYARD BARBEQUE 18.49
2729 DOCK WORKERS 19.49 2742 CITY WORKERS 19.99 2755 CANOERS 20.99 2766 MISCELLANEOUS FREIGHT 20.99
2730 GENERAL PUBLIC 18.49 2743 JUG BAND 19.99 2756 FAMILY FISHING 20.99 2767 HEREFORD COWS 19.49
2731_PASSENGERS 18.49 2744 WORKERS w/FORKLIFT 20.99 2757 _DEPOT WORKERS 20.99 2768 _PEOPLE & PETS 19.49

MILLER ENGINEERING--LIGHTWORKS ILLUMINATED ANIMATED SIGNS

MANY MORE AVAILABLE CALLUS 4982 BUDWEISER 27.99 9782 NOISE R US FIREWORKS
RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY 39.99 5061 ROUTE 66 37.49 9881 DEKAYS DENTAL SUPPLY
BORDENS DAIRY 39.99 5071 CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS 39.99 9981 SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT
COPPER TONE 39.99 5181 TEXACO 42.99 88-0101 LARGE CRACKER JACK
HEINZ 39.99 5281 BETHLEHEM STEEL 29.99 44-0102 SMALL CRACKER JACK
LAS VEGAS 26.39 5381 FIRESTONE 39.99 88-0151 LARGE A&P
I.F.ART & SONS SEPTIC  36.79 5481 OK USED CARS 39.99 44-0152 SMALL A&P
DRIVE-IN THEATER 4479 5681 GREYHOUND BUS 31.99 88-0251 SCRANTON THE ELECTIC CITY
SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT 45.49 5882 GREYHOUND BUS 31.99 88-0301 LIONEL ROADSIDE BILLBOARD
YMCA 28.99 6061 MORTON SALT 39.99 88-0351 LIONEL BILLBOARD
ATLAS MOVING 27.49 6071 ESSO 43.49 88-0401 MTH BILLBOARD
WESTERN AUTO 27.49 6081 GULF 43.49 88-0451 LARGE ZENITH
BREYERS ICE CREAM 24.99 6281 SALVATION ARMY 39.99 88-0452 SMALL ZENITH
DR PEPPER 27.49 7061 PLANTERS PEANUTS 39.99 88-0551 LARGE "BLUE" SANTA FE
GENERAL ELECTRIC 39.99 7071 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 39.99 44-0552 SMALL "BLUE" SANTA FE
DOMINO SUGARS 39.99 7081 BOWLING ALLEY 27.49 88-0601 DENVER RIO GRANDE
CLARK 37.49 7582 REXALL DRUG 24.99 44-0602 SMALL DENVER RIO GRANDE
YMCA 28.99 7781 SHELL 45.49 88-0651 ENTRANCE SIGN various
SUNOCO 39.99 7881 H&C COFFEE 27.49 88-0801 DRUNKEN CLAM
REDDY KILOWATT 39.99 7981 WHITE FUEL CORP 27.49 44-0852 SMALL LIFESAVERS NoOT 3-D
REDDY KILOWATT 23.99 8061 MILLER HIGH LIFE 39.99 44-0902 SMALL KODAK NoOT 3-D
UNION STATION 39.99 8071 RCAVICTOR "DOG" 39.99 88-0951 LARGE AMERICAN FLYER .
UNION STATION 26.39 8081 BARBER POLE 31.99 88-1 001 4 SEASONS HEATING & COOLING  36.99
WONDER BREAD 39.99 8281 AMTRAK 37.49 LARGE MADISON HARDWARE 39.99
AMERICAN FLAG 42.99 8581 BLUE DIAMOND MFG 27.49
PABST BLUE RIBBON 45.49 8681 SANDPIPER LOUNGE 27.49
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 39.99 8781 CITGO 27.49
PENNSYLVANIA 39.99 8881 RYLIES RADIO REPAIR 27.49
CASTROL MOTOR OIL  39.99 8981 GALAXY DRIVE-IN 27.49
LUV SHACK 28.99 9061 PENNZOIL 42.99
NEW YORK CENTRAL  39.99 9071 JESUS SAVES 28.99
MOBILGAS 39.99 9081 GALAXY TOOL & DIE 27.49
4.5v DC POWER SUPPLY 16.99 9181 STANDARD PLUMBING SUPPLY  27.49
6-SIGN POWER CONVERTER  12.99 9282 CITY LIGHT & POWER 22.99
10-POSIT POWER DIST BLOCK 15.99 9381 I.C.SPARKS & SONS WELDING 27.49 -

SAUER'S VANILLA 29.99 9481 PATRIOT FLAG CO. 27.49 88-0851 LARGE 3-D LIFESAVERS

BUDWEISER 39.99 9581 ARCTIC REFRIGERATION 27.49 88-0901 LARGE 3-D KODAK NEW
Custom Painting Available Prices listed are for mail order only and subject to change. Quantities are limited. Not responsible for errors in printing. Florida residents add sales tax.

By "JIMBO's" Non-refundable UPS shipping charges additional; minimum shipping charge $9.00. 10-day returns for unused goods; 15%
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www.readytorolltrains.com

Model Rail Stenes ', 47 iBri | STOCKYARD EXPRESS

7 Green Street SERV L ; - :
Dover Foxcroft, ME 04426 [ 7% 49293 Plate Rd. e Oberlin, OH 44074

3 207-564-0705 | - ; i & M d www.stockyardexpress.com

UNCATALOGED CUSTOM RUNS

Weaver Nickel Plate Road Silver Trailer on Blk Flat-3 new numbers
3/$175 or $60.00

Weaver US Army 50 flat w/35' Medical Supply trailer
- 6 numbers avail. $66.95
30-90459 Stockyard Express Lighted Billboard . $35.00

20-68218 NKP City of Lorain Sleeper-LTD CUSTOM RUN .....$89.95

MTH ENGINES
20-20034-1 Northern Pacific GP9 Diesel Engine wi2.0 Cab #211....$389.95
20-20036-1 Canadian National TurboTrain w/3.0 SALE....
20-20153-1E  CSX SD40-2wi2.0 Engine only ..
20-20157-3  GM&O F3 B unit non-powered
20-20176-1/3  Burlington SD24 Diesel w/3.0 (Red & Gray)...
20-20191-3 Southern F7 B unit non-powered
. . 20-20212-1/3  NH RS-11 powered and non-powere .
It' S T| me TO Bu ] | d You r D ream Layo Ut 20-20214-1/3  PRRRS-11 Diesel w/3.0 Powered and non-powered.... $550.00
579.

20-20228-1 Southern AB DL109 w/3.0

M I A N N Can End Those Benchwork Blues! oe1 S taboChauhn
20-20252-1 Chessie GP30 w/3.0.......

H 20-20259-3  Lackawanna SD70ACe (non-powered)
« Solid Hardwood Legs with Levelers 20202721 Virginian SD70ACe Diesel wi3.....
i n ili 20-20275-3  Savannah & Atlanta SD70ACe Diesel w/3.
o Built up I-Beams for Su perb Stablhty 20-20276-1  Norfolk & Western ESA4AC wi30........
o Unlimited Design Possibilities 20-20276-3  Norfolk & Western ES44AC (non-powere
R 20-20278-1 Interstate ES44AC Diesel wi3.0
¢ Just a Screwdriver to Assemble AT Loi ol ESUAC WG i
20-2029-3 outhern Pacific Alco PB powered B unit  SALE . 150 00
» Changeable and Expandable 20-20294-1  Burington Northern SD45 wi3.0.......... $409.95
20202971 UP SD9043 Mac wi3.0
o Perfect for Apartment Layouts 20202981 CP SD9043 Mac w3,
i 2020306-1  CNFA-2ABAW/3J... )
¢ Any S'?e Layom’ Any ScaleZto G 20203101 Denver Rio Grande Alco PAABA w/3.0. 679.95
Remember: Great Layouts start with Great Benchwork 20203111 Santa Fe Alco PAABAW30... 679.95
20-20320-1 Canadian National Dash 9 w/3 413.95
WWW.MIANNEBENCHWORK.COM |- S o
L] L] 20-20348-1 New Haven F3 ABA w/5 car Passenge ,065.00
i 20-20350-1  Texas Special F3 ABA w5 car Passenger Set w13 0$1,065.00
Visit us on the web or Send $1 for catalog to: 78 ;r;lemF:;eguV:c;?dmrelzggo’cl?,‘tx%azr_}gas 20-203651  Conrail GE U30C wi3, 413,

20-20367-1 N&W GE U30C wi3.0
20-20370-1  Norfolk Southern GP38-2 w/3.0
20-20373-4 Providence & Worcester GP38-2 w/3.0.
20-20382-1 BNSF AC4400cw wi3.0...........
20-20383-1 Canadian Pacific AC4400cw w/3.0....
PRECISION TURNTABLES 20203841 CSXACA4000W W30......
20-20385-1 Union Pacific AC4400cw w/3.0.
20-20393-1 NS Stack Train w/3.0...........

Operating Modular Conveyor System 20:20395-1  CSXAC4400cw Twin Stack Freight Set w/3.0

i‘,-l 20-20394-1 UP ACA4400cw Twin Stack Freight Set w/3
e . 20-20395-1E  CSX AC4400cw Engine only #138.....
* Modular Design 20213171 Southem Pacifc Dash 9 wi3.0
H 20-21318-1 Santa Fe Dash 9 w/3.0.......
\ * Easy to install i 202152418 L&N F-3 ABBAWIP1 4 motors with BCR
\ + 12 VDC Operation Conveyor Package 27 2022201 GNF3ABAWP1 4 motors with BCR
complete with nose, std. mtr. 20-2695-3 Jersey Central F-3 B unit non-powered.
* Adaptable and belt L2811 Chess SO35 W20 overadand o
. 20-2921-3 Boston & Maine F3 B unit non-powered.
/ P rOtOtype Braci ng P/N OCON27  $250.00 20-2969-3 DRG Alco PA B unit non-powered
4 H H 20-3367-1 BR Duchess of Buccleuch 4-6-2 Steam Engine w/2.0 SALE. $950 00
N ¢ Self A“gnlng Belt 20-3478-1 UP (Two-tone gray wisilver stripe) 4-6-6-4 Challenger wi3.0$1,299.95
i * Smooth Operahon 20-3479-1 Clinchfield 4-6-6-4 Challenger w/3.0. $1,299.95
. . . 20-3481-1 UP (Two-tone Gray wiYellow Stripe) 4-6-64 Challenger w/3, ,299.
‘_r‘ Division of National Magnetic Sensors Inc. 2035001 Great Northern S-2 Passenger Set w/3.J0... 195,
N 141 Summer St. Plantsville, CT 06479 TS0 CHO 2555 Al P oo 11903
B PHONE: 860-621-6816 FAX 860-621-8402 20-4008/4108  Southern Crescent 7-car set  new.. 3350,
WERB: aaaturntables.com EMAIL: bob@aaaturntables.com 20-4096 NYC Brown 5-car Madison Set wifigure 395.00

20-60024 French SNCF 5-Car Set 3 Rail
20-80003A-4D  BNSF GS4 with 5 Pass Car:
30-20006-1  C&O GP7 w/2.0 and smoke
30-20041-1 Union Pacific Alco PAAA w/3.0
30-20061-1 SF GP-9w/3.0......
30-20127-1  PRRAIco PAAAW/3.0

| |
, 30-20128-1 NYC Alco PAAAWS3.0..covvceverrrrscren
P at rl c k s ra I n S 30-20130-1/3  American Freedom PAABAW/3.0 Ne
£ 30-20174-1 PRR 4-car MU Set w/3.0..........ccocccccco

30-20176-1 South Shore 6-Car MU Passenger Set w/3

- 30-2856-1 New Haven F3ABA...............
0 - 0 30-2989-1 Florida East Coast SD70ACe w/2.0 New.
e LA MISCELLANEOUS

Twin Stack 2-Car Sets in CSX, BNSF, TTX or NS each ... $150.
20-40009,410009,420009 South Shore Line 8-Car Madison Passenger Set.... $665.00
11-6036  263E w/3.0 with 11-80001 4-car 2600 series sef

Huge Selection * Easy to Search Web Store MTH Premier Heritage Boxcars and Cabooses....
6-18116  Erie Lackawanna PAAA Diesels
Featuring Products From: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, 100 Year Bridge Co., gggggg mﬁ;:f;*&{g""%;ﬁmo g:;':g
Woodland Scenics, RMT, and much much more. 638379 Santa Fe Black Bonnet B unit New n Box.... $149.99
At e LR @ L N MTH Authorized Service and Demo Center
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Christmas in the Big Apple is spectacular, even in 0 gauge.

a

Article and Photos by Skip Natoli

What do Lionel trains, New York City, and Christmas have
in common? To a young boy growing up in the New York metro-
politan area during the 1950s, the correct answer is...a whole lot!

Lionel trains had already been around for over 50 years and
had long been established as a big part of Christmas folklore—
American-style—and a perfect complement to Santa Claus and
the evergreen tree. The Lionel Corporation originated in New
York City and established its headquarters at 15 East 26th Street

4(0) 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2014

where generations visited several magnificently detailed train
layouts during the Christmas season. I was one of the lucky ones
who got to visit the “showroom layout” many times with my par-
ents on our annual holiday trips to the city. These trips also
included stops at Madison Hardware, Macy’s Herald Square,
Gimbel’s, Polk’s Hobby Center, Carmen Webster’s hobby shop,
FAO Schwarz, and Rockefeller Center. As you might well imag-
ine, these little excursions left quite an impression.



e

A Lionel dockside winds its way through the snowy landscape.

There was something magical about
the colorful store decorations, the holiday
music coming out of conical speakers, the
ringing bells of the sidewalk Santas, the
sparkling lights spanning city thorough-
fares, and toy trains almost everywhere—
more than enough to keep a child
mesmerized for an entire exhausting
shopping day.

The trips to New York City continue
to this day as a family tradition. My chil-
dren and I take a train into the city for our
annual “New York City Toy Train Walking
Tour” during the Christmas season. We
visit Lionel train layouts in Santaland at
Macy’s on 34th Street and in the NY
Transit Museum Store in Grand Central
Terminal, all the while soaking in the
Christmas spirit in midtown Manhattan.

Every Christmas meant trains at home,
too. From my dad setting up his childhood
Lionel set on the living room floor in
1955, Santa bringing my first Lionel set in
1956, my dad building a 4x8 train board
that magically appeared on Christmas
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Any respectable New York City layout needs a subway.

morning 1957 in front of our old DuMont
TV, and on to the layout seen here. In fact,
I can’t remember a single Christmas when
there wasn’t at least one train with a loop of
O gauge track around or near the tree.
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Christmas and Lionel have always been
something of a perfect match in my family.

In 1987, Department 56, the makers
of the popular “Dickens Village” series of
lighted porcelain buildings, introduced a
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Ten-wheeler No. 1225 a Williams by Bachmann model, prepares to make a stop at the East Harbor Ferry Terminal.

L}

Shortly after the vintage 10-wheeler departs, a more modern Dryfuss Hudson passes hy the ferry terminal. A variety of motive power sees action on the layout over the holiday season.
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The imposing Radio City Music Hall, from the Department 56
“Christmas in the City” series, is just one of many New York City
landmarks featured on the layout.

Here is the scene from the outside looking in. §

new series of structures called “Christmas
in the City.” The first buildings looked
much like the brownstones one would see
in Manhattan or Brooklyn. Along with
some buildings with storefronts, the first
year’s releases made a nice representation of
a city neighborhood. When I first saw
these buildings on display at a local shop, I
knew I wanted to add them to my annual
Christmas Lionel train layout.

In 1999, Department 56 took things
one step farther when they announced an
actual New York City landmark as one of
the new releases. The One Times Square
Building, long famous for the New Year’s
Eve ball drop, was going to be the latest
addition to the “Christmas in the City”
series. This building was chosen especially
to usher in the new millennium with an
actual working ball drop.

In the years that followed, other New
York City landmarks were added to the
series. The series now includes the Empire
State Building, Radio City Music Hall,
Rockefeller Plaza, the Brooklyn Bridge, the
Flat Iron Building, the Automat, the Ed
Sullivan Theater, Ferrara’s Bakery, and
most recently the Chrysler Building added
in 2013.

So, as you can see, it all came
together—Christmas, New York City, and
Lionel trains all are now in my living room
window for the Christmas season. The lay-
out you see here was all new for 2013. The
Christmas layout I had in previous years
had been damaged during a summer reno-
vation of my basement. That layout had
seen six Christmases and served us well. I
began construction on this new layout on
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Three trains can operate simultaneously and continuously with two on the tabletop level and one on the upper level.
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Election Day 2013 and finished it just
before Thanksgiving.

The new layout measures 4'x 8.
I constructed four 2"x 4" tables to facilitate
carrying and storage. The tables are
constructed of 1x4 pine framework with
5/8” birch plywood tops. The track plan is
simple, having no switches or crossovers
that might cause trouble. It can handle
three operating trains. There are two ovals
on the tabletop along with an elevated
section with a modified dog bone to add
interest. The elevated section is made up of
two separately constructed components,
again designed for easy carrying and
storage. Keeping it simple allows the
layout to literally run by itself for hours
without worry.

Placement of the buildings is an
important factor when trying to make a
convincing representation of an actual
geographical location. That was the case
when I had to figure out the placement of

Grand Central Terminal—the proper name although it's also often called Grand Central Station—is also a requisite feature on any New York City layout.
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Pier 56 is a busy place as Christmas Eve approaches.

4G 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2014

. N
— =
K CENTRAL
T .

(ENTRAL

SYsTom

-
NEW Yor

17424




-

‘,-

P s
:
_
:
.
t
i
:
:
L]
!

{44

T TTESEEEE T
- e e

A Lionel dockside switcher in North Pole Central livery has been pressed into passenger service on this crisp winter night.

the various New York City buildings. My references for doing
so were photos of the Manhattan skyline. Hopefully, when
people look at the layout, they immediately recognize it as

Skip Natoli

representative of New York City with the Empire State Building
and the Chrysler Building dominating the midtown skyline as
they did in the 1950s.

The layout usually stays up from Thanksgiving until Super
Bowl Sunday. During the two months of operation, I will change
locomotives and rolling stock several times. I run traditional size
and smaller scale trains varying from my favorite New York
Central equipment to more whimsical Christmas trains. I have a
preference for steam locomotives, but I do run electric locomotives
and subways as well. I do not discriminate when it comes to
manufacturers and buy what I like from Lionel, MTH, 3rd Rail,
and Williams by Bachmann. The layout is operated conventionally
with Lionel ZW and LW transformers.

At the end of the Christmas season, the buildings are packed
safely and lovingly in their Styrofoam boxes, and the trains return
to their set boxes. The track is carefully removed and stored, and the
layout tables are returned to the basement. Many fellow hobbyists
enjoy Christmas with Lionel trains. My ability to make New York
City part of my Christmas layout adds an extra dimension to my
enjoyment of our hobby. Occasionally, during a relaxing moment,
the layout comes to life, and I find myself being magically trans-
ported back to a Christmas many years ago in the city I love.
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Easy ways to customize porcelain structures

Buildings for the
Holidays and Beyond

Article and Photos by John Rapacz

Department 56, Hawthorne Village, Carole Town, Lemax,
and other porcelain structures are common around Halloween
and the Christmas holiday season when new buildings are intro-
duced on an annual basis. Many model railroaders would not con-
sider using these types of buildings on their layouts. However, one
or more of these buildings are often seen on layouts featured in the
various model train publications. I have 39 porcelain buildings
and use them as additions on my layout, not as collectibles.
Therefore, I customize them for specific purposes even though
altering these buildings from their original form may significantly
reduce their future value.

Scale and Size

One of the main objections to using these buildings is that
they generally are not made to any specific scale. Many tend to be
small for O gauge. For example, I have buildings with doors that
are only 1” tall and some that are 2”. To overcome this proportion
problem, I place my figures in a manner that either disguises the
problem or does not draw attention to it. For example, in Photo
1 the shopkeeper is too large for the door, but the seated figures
appear normal in size. In Photo 1A the shopkeeper has been
moved down the stairs, and now the short door is not as apparent.
As a very simple rule, I place the figure so that its head is below
the lintel of the door.
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The overall smaller size of most of these buildings could be
another objection. Some are as small as 4”x 4” or as large as 6”x
117. 1 consider this size discrepancy to be an advantage. I would
not have had space in the nine separate sections of my layout if I
had used all Ameri-Towne, Lionel, and MTH buildings. For
example, the porcelain depot in my resort area of Seasons’ Bay is
6-1/2” x 9-1/2”. The Lionel depot is 6-1/8” x 15-1/4", and the
MTH station is 6-5/8” x 18”, almost twice the length of my depot.

Christmas Decorations

Many of these buildings come adorned with a Christmas
wreath and garland. In many cases, the wreath is a separate piece
that has been glued on and can easily be pried off with a small
screwdriver and the affected area then painted over (Photos 2 and
2A). If a decoration is actually part of the original mold, it often
can be painted to match the building or covered with an appro-
priate sign. Decorations can also be disguised. For example, the
firechouse featured a Christmas garland strung across its entire
front. Because this is a municipal building, I simply painted the
garland as a red, white, and blue patriotic bunting (Photos 3 and
3A). The paint I used was a common craft store acrylic such as
Ceramcoat, Americana, or Folk Art. This paint can be removed by
soaking the building in warm soapy water and scrubbing with a
soft brush to restore the building to its original state.
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Snow

Buildings in the Department 56 “Original Snow Village” col-
lection are larger than those of other series, are of ceramic con-
struction instead of porcelain, are glossy and brightly colored, and
are generally not as detailed, so I dealt with matte porcelain build-
ings. Many of these porcelain buildings are meant for Christmas
displays and will have snow on the roof, on the ground surround-
ing them, and occasionally on door and window frames.

I painted the snow on the roof the same color as the roof to
look like a tarpaper or built-up roof (Photos 4 and 4A). Sometimes
I sprinkle on fine ballast to simulate a flat gravel roof (Photo 5).
Because my layout has a large freshwater lake and harbor, I occa-
sionally paint snow on the roof with a mixture of 1/3 white glue
and 2/3 green paint and then sprinkle on fine ground cover to sim-
ulate moss on the roof (Photo 6). Snow on other parts of the build-
ing can be painted to match the building and is seldom noticed.
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To deal with snow on the ground, paint the snow with a mix-
ture of 1/3 white glue and 2/3 paint that is the color of the ground.
While the mixture is still wet, sprinkle on the ground cover of dirt,
grass, black ballast, or so forth to match that surrounding the
building. In other ways, the large snowdrift against the building
was disguised as a large bush, and the snow-covered side yard was
covered with grass and a gravel walkway (Photos 7 and 8).

The snow often extends outward from the building causing
difficulty in placement on the layout. I remove most of this snow
with grozier pliers that are used by stained glass workers (Photo 9).
By applying pressure and dragging the curved end of the pliers
across the snow, small pieces will break off. Have patience and do
not attempt to remove too much at once (Photo 10). I use full-
contact safety glasses because the brittle ceramic being removed
splinters into small sharp pieces that are ejected forcefully and
can cause eye injury.




Lighting

The light bulb in most porcelain
buildings is 7 watts, commonly referred
to as a night-light bulb. In most of the
newer buildings, the light cord comes
through the bottom and is held in place
by a metal or plastic brace around the
socket for the bulb. Light cords under the
building are easily concealed. On older
buildings, the bulb and cord enter
through the back, which is very apparent
if your building is not against a wall. One
way that I deal with this is to break off or
cut off the bracket because it protrudes
too far from the surface of the building.
Then I cover the opening with an addition
to the building, which I build from wood

and paint to match the original wall.

I use a contour gauge costing less than
$10 (Photo 11). Using this gauge, I meas-
ure the shape of the wall of the building
and then transfer this shape to the wood
(Photos 12 and 12A). Then I fit the gauge
to the other side because the sides are not
exactly the same on these buildings.
There is some sagging, contraction, and
uneven baking while the porcelain is in
the kiln.

Now I cut out my sidewalls, attach
the front wall, and add any roof or other
parts that are similar to the main building
(Photo 13). Then the addition is finished
to match the original building and
attached with a tacky wax so it can be
removed to change the bulb if necessary
(Photos 14 and 14A). Some Lemax
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LED Lighting

Light bulbs are held in place by a bracket to
evenly shed light and radiate heat. If allowed to
lie on the floor of the building, the bulb creates
a hot spot in the porcelain. | have changed all of
my 7-watt lights to 0.6-watt LEDs. Although more
expensive initially, LEDs create no heat, draw
only 0.6 watts compared to 7 watts for each
incandescent bulb, and last for many years.
Nearly 12 LEDs use the same energy as one
incandescent bulb, so they can be left on all day
without overheating the porcelain. The LEDs are
about $1.50 each. | prefer the bright white LEDs
that give a bright light of 5 lumens. For a winter
snow layout, daylight LEDs have a slightly blue
tint and look great in snow scenes.

buildings have an opening high on the
wall, which can be turned into a loading
bay (Photos 15 and 15A).

Occasionally a building will have an
opening that is not easily covered. In the
harbormaster building and in the fire-
house, the openings are in stone walls.
Here I purchased regular corks and cut
them almost flush with the opening. If cut
too small, they will come out in pieces! I
cut a groove to the midpoint of the cork to
accommodate the cord (Photo 16). Then I
painted the cork face to match the wall,
threaded the cord through the groove,
squeezed the cork closed, and eased it into
the hole (Photos 17 and 17A). If a bulb
change is needed, pulling on the light cord

will remove the cork.
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Customization

Many of these buildings out of the box were not suited for my
purpose and had to be customized. The inn had a patio eating area
but no door until double doors were added (Photos 18 and 18A).
Doors were also added to the loading dock at the creamery, and
the area behind was painted a flat black for depth (Photo 19).
The hotel had no opening to the outside for service deliveries.
I created sliding double doors for the service area, and now it
accommodates the piano movers and the florist (Photos 20 and
20A). If ac all possible, when I 'add a door to a building, I make it
partially open. I feel that a closed door is too final, whereas a
partially opened door is both inviting and arouses curiosity.

I wanted to use the Department 56 Amish Barn for the riding
stables, but the scale was all wrong. There was no front door for
horses, and the Amish buggy in the front of the building was the
size of a baby buggy. I built an addition with a peaked roof and
partially open double doors and glued half of a horse figure in the
opening with a figure of a groom (Photos 21 and 21A).

And finally, to create an exit from the ballroom onto a terrace,
I printed an image of a formal ballroom from my computer, sized
it, and glued it into place. Then I added large French doors to
create an elegant-looking scene (Photo 22).

These are only a few of the many possible changes to porce-
lain buildings that can be realistic, interesting, and detailed
complements to model train layouts. &
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Photo by Tom Thurston
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06 ith the Thanksgiving holiday just completed, a workforce is busy on and along the right-of-way of Tom

Thurston’s Richmond & Western Railroad harvesting Christmas trees for the adornment of area homes as well as for rail
shipment to more distant destinations. Working in the high country, a Shay is the ideal locomotive for negotiating sharp
curves and steep grades, particularly in the challenging winter weather. The Shay is an early MTH Premier version, and
that Lionel Burro Crane is an original from Tom’s childhood layout built in the 1950s. Tom now lives in Florida, but
his layout is located in a barn on his sister’s farm located west of Richmond, Virginia. He says space is tight in his Florida

home, so he has taken over with her blessing, of course, most of his sibling’s barn.
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Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Lionel Polar Express

ANNI \"rl"ﬁ.,l\’...‘-‘;_\ RY
THE POLAR
EXPRESS

Al Aboard on a Magical Journey

Article by Dave Siburn with Ed Boyle
Photographs by Dave Siburn,Ted Jones of Lionel, and Rich Melvin

Wow! The Lionel Polar Express set is
celebrating its 10th anniversary—10 years
of running under thousands of Christmas
trees (Photo 1). I remember all the hype
waiting for the movie to come out, never
mind the train set. I went to see the film
with my wife, Judy, and was awestruck by
the special effects. The story line was fan-
tastic. I went to see it again with my son,
Jack, who was only four at the time. It was
even more enjoyable than the first viewing.
In fact, we purchased The Polar Express
DVD when it came out, and watching the
movie every year is now a family tradition.

Santa Delivers My Train Set

Quite a bit of drama surrounded the
arrival of the first Polar Express sets from

Lionel. Thanks to the movie, awareness of
the seasonal tale of adventure was high
among O-gaugers and the general public.
It seemed that all the hobbyists I knew had
a copy of the Lionel 2004 Train Catalog
Volume 1 (Photo 2). I was
caught up in the magic of
the set and story and wanted
to run that train under my
Christmas tree.

I searched for a set at all
the usual places but came up
empty—nothing, nada,
zilch! T kept hearing “sold
out” or “not delivered to the
store yet.” A week or so
passed and still nothing.
I started to panic. Thanks-
giving had come and gone,

2

56 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2014

and Christmas was fast approaching.
Dealers I talked with said there was a short-
age of sets, and a check of the popular
auction sites confirmed this. People were
paying $200 over the list price just to get a

LIONEL 2004 TRAIN CATALOG




Polar Express set before Christmas. Lionel
did not anticipate the level of demand the
movie’s success had created. More Polar
Express sets were on the way, but even
though I was on several waiting lists, it was
unlikely I would get one before the end of
the year.

—nothing, nada, zileh!
I iept hearing ‘sold out’ or ‘not
delivered fo the stove yet.’

Then came Christmas Eve 2004, and
we were preparing to go to my brother’s
for dinner. It was starting to snow as a
UPS truck pulled up and the driver
hopped out holding a large shipping
carton—the Polar Express! Santa truly
exists, I happily concluded.

Christmas morning I got up early to
get the Polar Express running under the
tree, which began a tradition that has

lasted a full decade.

Beginning a Long and Happy Road

The first Polar Express set released in
2004 used Lionel’s tried-and-true formula
for its O27 passenger sets with a steam
engine and three cars. This combination
provided a solid base for the add-on cars
to come.

The set consisted of a die-cast 2-8-4
Berkshire steam locomotive with extended
pilot, just like in the movie, and a whistle
tender displaying Polar Express in gold
letters. The engine had a puffing smoke
unit, and the tender housed a simple air
whistle. The rear drive wheels had traction
tires. Power was provided by a small can
motor with a flywheel and a vertically
mounted driver board, which was the con-
figuration typical for most Lionel steam
starter sets (Photo 3). The tender had a
stamped metal frame and a plastic shell.

The three 12” heavyweight passenger
cars included an observation car with the big
rounded rear platform portrayed in the film.
Clad in authentic colors with blue-gray
sides, wide dark red stripes across the win-
dows, black roofs, and Polar Express in gold
lettering above the windows, these three cars

have remained essentially unchanged
throughout the 10 years of production.

Three straight FasTrack sections, eight
FasTrack O36 curves, one FasTrack
straight terminal section, a CW-80 trans-
former, articulated movie characters, and
smoke fluid were also packaged with the
set. The Warner Brothers trademark mes-
sage is stamped in gold on the bottom of
the locomotive and rolling stock frames on
all such items Lionel has produced for the
Polar Express line (Photo 4).

THE POLAR EXPRESS

and all relateqd characters and elements

are trademarks of and

©Warner Bros, Entertainment Inc.

(s05)
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2005-2006: The Line Expands

The set remained the same the follow-
ing two years, but two add-on cars were
new. These separately cataloged cars were
the Polar Express diner and baggage car
(Photos 5 and 6).

The first genuine Polar Express col-
lectible appeared in 2005. Sales had been
so good that Lionel decided to commemo-
rate that happy fact by producing a Toy
Fair 2005 boxcar (Photo 7). This car has
since gone as high as $250 in the collector
marketplace and still fetches prices in the
$175 range.

In 2006 the Polar Express was going
strong for its third Christmas. This was
also the year that Lionel introduced a
Christmas catalog. The Polar Express was
unchanged, but an add-on Hot Chocolate
car joined the roster, complete with its own
Polar Express ticket (Photo 8). Now there
were seven cars for the Berkshire to pull
around the track, which was a lot for the
original 2004 engine to handle. A powered
Elf handcar was also new.

2007-2012: Making a
Good Thing Better

The new addition for 2007 was a
separate-sale tender with TrainSounds.
The tender looked the same on the
outside, but there was a dramatic improve-
ment in sound capability from the new
electronics inside (Photo 9). The price of
this tender was $129.99, and it featured POLAR EXPRESS
steam chuffing, whistle, bell, squealing
brakes, operator-controlled crew dialog,
and adjustable volume control. This desir-
able upgrade gave buyers the choice of
whether or not to add digital sounds to
their Polar Express sets.
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A more important change for operation
was an upgrade to the locomotive’s running
gear. A modified frame held a larger and
heavier can motor, and a new-style horizon-
tally mounted driver board with increased
current handling ability was installed. The
old and new chassis and motors were differ-
ent (Photo 10). The new one, pictured on
the bottom, gave the Berkshire more pulling
power without changing its distinctive out-
ward appearance.

The Polar Express picked up two more
add-on cars in 2008. The Disappearing
Hobo car featured an operating hobo fig-
ure on the car roof (Photo 11). The catalog
description read: “Flip the cut-out base tab
to make hobo appear or disappear.” The
Polar Express Coach with Announcement
had a transformer-controlled sound chip
with announcements from the movie, and
the conductor figure in the doorway held a
lighted LED lantern (Photo 12). The set’s
larger motored Berkshire was easily able to
pull the expanded nine-car consist.
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The conventionally controlled Polar
Express set and add-on car offerings
remained essentially unchanged up to the
end of 2012, with the exception of a new
girder bridge (Photo 13).

In 2011 Lionel introduced a deluxe
version of the traditional-size Polar Express
2-8-4 Berkshire. This new locomotive with
Whistle Steam and RailSounds was a sep-
arate-sale item packaged in a distinctive
box (Photo 14). It was the ultimate trans-
former-controlled Polar Express engine
from Lionel. Die-cast metal replaced plas-
tic for the tender shell that housed a
RailSounds system inside with chuffing
steam, whistle, bell, and user-activated
crew dialog. The crew sounds were crisp
but did not include any specific Polar
Express announcements. The locomotive
had puffing smoke from the stack, a smok-
ing Whistle Steam, a powerful can motor
with a momentum flywheel, traction tires,
and engineer and fireman figures in the cab
(Photo 15).

For the steam whistle effect, a separate
minifan motor assembly attached to the
boiler pulls smoke from the main smoke
unit. When the whistle is blown, a stream
of smoke comes out of the boiler where the
ornamental whistle is mounted, producing
a more realistic look than smoke from the
stack alone.

POLAR EXPRESS

THE POLAR EXPRE-'SS

Wh

Berkshire locomotive With
istle Steam ang RailSolinds’

 ——_— o A Yy -

The separate-sale Polar Express
locomotive with RailSounds and Whistle
Steam was an attractive, traditional-size
package for those wanting to supplement
their earlier sets with a heavy die-cast
engine and tender offering superior
features and more pulling power. Partly
due to its price of $299.99, Lionel
regarded this as a marketing experiment,
and the last time it was cataloged
was in the 2013 Christmas catalog.
Other technological developments were
overtaking transformer control for the
Polar Express.

LionChief Comes to the Polar Express

LionChief is a simplified wireless con-
trol system that Lionel has incorporated
into the Polar Express and other starter
sets. The LionChief control system
breathed new excitement into an already
popular and beloved set of trains.
LionChief is really radio control for trains,
as explained in the LionChief review in
Run 271, the June/July 2014 issue.
Because they have cast-in handrails, the
LionChief Berkshire and tender are easy to
tell apart from earlier versions.
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The hand-held controller is easy and
intuitive to use, and the LionChief Polar
Express comes with a 36-volt DC power
supply that plugs into a wall outlet. It can
also be powered by any AC or DC power
source that outputs 18 volts, which
includes most existing transformers.

Operating the LionChief Polar Express
is a different experience. The engine runs
smoother, and the customized Polar
Express announcements add to the fun.
Children seem to enjoy mimicking the
voice of Tom Hanks when he proclaims,
“This is the Polar Express” and “All
Aboard!” Ease of use and the more power-
ful motor in the engine open new vistas to
a wider audience of beginners and more

...........

experienced O-gaugers. Hobbyists leery of
command control because it seemed too
complicated have discovered how much
fun they can have with wireless remote con-
trol when it is as simple to use as LionChief.

A 10th Anniversary Celebration Set

The 10th Anniversary LionChief
Polar Express set is really special, starting
with the packaging (Photo 16). The
LionChief sign and 10th Anniversary logo
are prominent on one side of the front of
the box. Turn the box over, and the same
information is seen rendered in French
(Photo 17). This allows Lionel to use the
same packaging for the U.S. and Canada
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and adds bilingual exoticness for Polar
Express buyers.

Both the 1225 locomotive and its tender
have separately applied handrails, and the
engine and each of the three passenger cars
are emblazoned with the 10th Anniversary
logo (Photos 18 and 19). The set also comes
with the Polar Express girder bridge and
other major components (Photo 20).

The official movie announcements
built into this special set have been
expanded to include “I am the king of the
North Pole,” “One thing about trains...,”
and “The first gift of Christmas”—all of
which can be heard in the Run 274 digital
edition that is available with an OGR
On-Line Forum Premium Membership.



Looking Ahead

We have focused on development of the traditional-size
O gauge Lionel Polar Express in chronicling its first 10 years.
The franchise has continued to expand and now includes
a diesel-powered 10th anniversary streamliner set and a Polar
Express trolley. And, in full 1:48 O scale, there’s a gleaming
10th Anniversary edition with a gold-painted Berkshire
locomotive, coach, and observation car. A traditional-size
10th Anniversary boxcar is also available complete with a
Warner Brothers trademark statement and the 10th
Anniversary logo (Photo 21).

What's next on this remarkable journey to the North
Pole? All we know for sure is that the Polar Express sets
should continue to bring joy and smiles to those who see and
run them. As to the future, all I can say is “All aboard! This
is the Polar Express!”

- e e .
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About the Author

Dave Siburn is knowledgeable about
operating, collecting, and repairing
0 gauge trains. He and his family have
a special feeling for both the story
and the trains of The Polar Express,
which is one of the reasons he shared
memories and information commem-
orating the 10th anniversary of the
Lionel Polar Express train set.
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Point-to-point switchback line in 2-rail O scale

The line’s GP9 clanks onto the switchback.

Northwestern Railway

Article and Photos by Randy Bynum

A switchback on a modern railroad in the United States is rare.
One such line is the Mount Hood Railroad (MHRR), a 22-mile
short-line railroad east of Portland, Oregon, which travels from Hood
River, Oregon, to the base of Mt. Hood at Parkdale. As the line leaves
the town of Hood River, it travels for three miles along the river and
then reverses directions for the remainder of the trip due to a switch-
back. This railroad was the inspiration for my Northwestern Railway.

My original desire was to make a short-line layout that would
represent and be reminiscent of the MHRR. This was both out of
fascination with the MHRR as well as an accommodation to the
limitations of space. My main goal was to impart the impression
and ambiance of the Pacific Northwest in the 1950s and 1960s.

My wife, Kathy, who is very supportive of my hobby, and I
set aside one wall of 17" for the layout in our garage. A width of
32” would provide me easy reach to all areas of the layout as well
as enough room for the features I was planning. As I thought it
over, prototype railroads don’t generally travel in ovals or dog
bones, so I planned a point-to-point layout like the MHRR. I was
uncertain at first about how much fun and interest building and
operating a switchback railroad would offer, but I was anxious to
put the idea to the test.

To begin with, I painted the garage wall behind the layout with
a mottled blue and gray spray paint. Not being much of an artist,
that turned out okay, but not exactly fantastic.

0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2014 (3



The SW9 approaches the switchback.

The next steps turned out much bet-
ter. I made a base 42” high of recycled
2x4s and overlaid it with 7/16” roof
sheeting for the table. I cut more sheeting
with a scroll saw to represent mountains
in the background, painted them a dark
brown, and screwed them to the wall.
White spray paint on the upper part was
added to suggest snow-covered peaks.

Atone end of the layout, I topped the
base with a long plateau of a pine frame
covered with sheeting that was about 2”
high, 19” wide, and 62" long. This would
provide a 3 percent grade up to the level

INRECTION

My control center is simple and reliable. The 16 “ excursion line is powered by this Bachmann Spectrum Magnum
power pack, and the main and spur lines are powered by this Tech 1l Railmaster 2400.
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Apple Orchards

16 “ Narrow Gauge

NI

of the switchback and allow enough distance on the switchback
to accommodate trains up to 58” long. Depending on the type of
equipment used, of course, this would mean trains of one engine
plus 4 or 5 freight cars, which would be typical of a short-line
railroad.

At the other end of the layout, I added a similar plateau, this
time around 4” high, 13” wide, and 63” long, which would con-
tinue the 3 percent grade between the two plateaus and end on a
level area for an industry.

Like the prototype, this railroad line begins on one end at
base level with a combination passenger and freight station. The
station is a Walthers ready-made structure to which I have added
interior detail and lighting inside and out. Beyond the station, an
older spur line stays at base level on the outside edge of the table

1 House 4 Fruit Shed 7 Speeder Shed
2 Market 5 Office
3 Station 6 Rand Mining

SW9 No. 1872 backs away after empties are delivered. A crate of fruit and a barrel of pickles await attention.

and runs to an agricultural area at the other end of the layout
where grain can be loaded. In the process, the spur line passes
over a small creek and past an apple orchard. This spur line is con-
trolled by a dwarf signal from N.]J. International.

Back at the station, the main line leaves it and immediately
begins the climb up a trestle grade to the switchback. This
line is controlled by full-size target signals. After the switchback,
the main line continues up additional trestles at the same
grade to end on the upper plateau where there is a fruit packing
industry.

Many additional features have been added to the layout. As is
typical of the Northwest, there are lots of trees and greenery, with
typical regional industries of fruit, agriculture, and mining, all
the while giving the impression of environmental sensitivity.
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Passengers ride the 16~
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The line’s venerable F9 prepares to leave after dropping off a few empty grain hoppers.  Track workers are replacing ties along the main line.
John Deere farm equipment highlights the agricultural area.

re

This view at the one end of the layout shows the 16~ gau
and the SW9 with PFE car in tow in the center. spur with a Plymouth switcher at work.
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Beside the 16~ excursion line, an orchard worker sets his ladder to pick apples.

The station is surrounded by a lot of activity including a freight
dock and an open-air fruit market.

Farm equipment is all 1:50 scale John Deere and includes a
tractor, plow, and grain combine. The grain cars are loaded by a
scratchbuilt model of a Brandt augur. There are also a couple of
cars, a pickup, and a truck to represent the appropriate era.

At one end of the layout is a speeder and speeder shed, also
from Walthers. Nestled in the valley between the plateaus is the
abandoned Rand Mining Co. silver mine. It was once serviced by
a 16” narrow-gauge line, which is represented by an N scale line
and now serves as an excursion operation for passengers.

Several scenes added to the layout include a small pond and
stream with a boat dock and fishermen. A camping scene has rail-
fans camped beside the train trestle to watch all the railroad action.
An orchard with young apple trees, lots of birds and animals, and
figures of people in various activities add interest to my layout.

All of the steel rail is from Right-O-Way and is hand-laid with
Code .148 used for the main line and Code .100 laid for the agri-
cultural spur. The five turnouts on the layout are all hand-laid as
well, which offers a lot of realism for looks and operation. Both
the loading dock for the freight station and the loading shed for
the fruit packing company are scratchbuilt structures.
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The locomotive roster includes seven Atlas engines, all in
Union Pacific livery. The oldest is a Plymouth switcher that I
have rebuilt with a Sagami can motor prime mover and
Northwest Shortline wheelsets. It runs a lot better than it did
originally, but it still growls some, perhaps much like might be
expected of an old switcher of that vintage. There are three older
Atlas F9 units that have been rebuilt with Pittman prime
movers, dual flywheels, Northwest Shortline wheelsets, and
added steel couplers. They run well compared to their original
condition and give very satisfactory prototypical action.
Rounding out the O gauge locomotive lineup is an SW9 that
has given good performance, right out of the box, along with a
newer GP9. As the newest addition to the roster, the 16” gauge
excursion line sports an Atlas N gauge GP9.

Various O scale freight cars for all the industries on the line
are primarily from Atlas and Weaver. I added steel wheelsets and
couplers to several of them.

The layout is wired simply as a single block. Both the main
and spur lines are powered by a Tech II Railmaster 2400, which
provides plenty of power to run one or two locomotives at a
time. Feeder wires soldered to the rail at various places have
eliminated any dead spots. The 16” excursion line is powered by
a Bachmann Spectrum Magnum power pack.

My layout is obviously different from more common
configurations. However, it is nonetheless enjoyable. As far as
running trains, there are many interesting combinations and
switching possibilities. As to scenery, there is an abundance of
detail to appreciate in each part of the layout.

I have been more than pleased with how everything has
turned out. The Northwestern Railway shows that 2-rail
O scale, taking advantage of a small space, can be both
economical and enjoyable. &

About the Author

Randy Bynum spent much of his childhood growing up in central Wyoming where he lived
close to the Union Pacific main line. He has fond memories of long freight trains rolling
across the Wyoming desert behind gas turbines, F units, and GP9s. With a Ph.D. from the
University of Manchester, in the U.K., Randy is lead pastor of a multicultural church and
teaches part-time at Northwest Nazarene University, both in Nampa, Idaho. He and his
wife, Kathy, just celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary by riding the Mount Hood RR
dinner train in Hood River, Oregon. Randy and Kathy have three married children and four
granddaughters.
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More Northwestern Railway Pictures
From Randy Bynum

EXTRA

An extra
“perk’ for our
Premium Members!
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More Northwestern Railway Pictures
From Randy Bynum
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More Northwestern Railway Pictures
From Randy Bynum
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More Non‘h western Railway Pictures
From Randy Bynum
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More Northwestern Railway Pictures
From Randy Bynum

We hope you enjoyed these extra images from Randy Bynums’s fantastic layout.
These Extra Image Pages are only available to OGR Forum Premium Members.
Tell your friends what they are missing!

Tell them to get their OGR Forum Premium Membership today!
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LIONEL TIN-PLATE

Actyz U
Sh’bp/hg

fom Number Hem DESCpton. .........oovvvviiiiiiinn ) (UR PRICE
AIH1-1008-1  LIONEL LINES 400E STD GA STM WiPS2 SRR 890951710 ............ §8.0
Mt8-1010-1 GRAY WINICKEL 365E STMWPS2 NSRP 6% 98LTH2................ $549.00
H1-4012-0 BLACK WINICKEL 1835E STM & 384 TENDER TRAD 699.95L712........... $549.00
Mt8-1012-1 BLACK WENICKEL 1835E STM & 364 TENDER WPS2699. 81T12.......... §549.00
AF8-1016-0 GRAY WINICKEL TRIM 392E ST (TRAD) MSRP 799.95 711 ... §649.00
H1-016-1 GRAY WINICKEL TRIVI 392E STMWPS2 SRR 790951111 ... §649.00
H1-4017-0- TTBLUE (NCKEL TRIV) 400E STO GA (TRAD) 89985111 ............. §12900
D-1017-1" T BLUE (MGKEL TRIN) 400E STD GAWPS2 8995 LT11............... §129.00
Mt8-1018-0- LIONEL LINES NO.7 ST (TRAD) MSRP 89 98L112................ §699.00
10181 LIONEL LINES NO.7 STMWIPS2 SRR 890951114 ................ §699.00
F8-0019-1 PEANSYLVANIANOS ST WPS2 SRR 899931114, .............. $699.0
Mt8-1020-0 AVERICAN FLYER 4696 ST (TRAD) MSRP999.95 713 ... §859.00
Mt4-1021-0 LL PRESIDENT'S SPEC 400E STD GA STM TRAD 999.95 T13............. §859.00
WH1-1021-1 LU PRESIDENT'S SPEC 400E STD GA STMWIPS3 99995 L783............ $859.00
D11-1022:0- RED COMET 400E STD GAUGE STHI (TRAD) MSRP 999951113, ... §859.00
Mt4-1023-0 TT BLUE W/BRASS 400E ST GA ST (TRAD) 89995 (UNCAT) ......... §789.00
D11-1023-1 T BLUE W/BRASS 400E STD GA STMW/PS3 890,93 (UNCAT)........... §780.00
Mt4-1024-0 BLACK WIBRASS 400E STD GA STM ENG(TRAD) 69995 (UNCAT) ... §789.0
Mt4-1024-1 BLACK WIBRASS 400E ST GA STMIENG W/PS3 899.95 (UNCAT) ... §789.00
Mt4-9028-0 LIONEL LINES 400E STD GA STHI ENG (TRAD) 899,98 (INCGAT ... §789.00

D -1025-1  LIONEL LINES 400E STD GA STMENG WIPS3 630.92 (UCAT)............ §T80.0
DI1-1026-0 PIK 400F STD GAUGE STEAVIENGINE (TRAD) 99995 713.............. 584800
DT1-1026-1 - PINK 400F STD GAUGE STEAM ENGINE WPS3 99895 LTH4.............. S840
D1-1027-0 STATE GREEN 400E STD GAUGE STEAWIENG (TRAD) 99951713........ 584800
Dt1-1027-1 - STATE GREEN 40OE STD GAUGE STEAM ENG WPS3 9995L713.......... S840
D1-1028-0 BLACK WIBRASS 400F STD GAUGE STAFENG (TRAD) 99995 T139/13 ... $849.0
D11-1028-1 BLACK WIBRASS 400E STD GAUGE STHN ENG WRS39%9951LT13........ §84900
DTE-1028:0. NEWYORK CENTRALNOG STEAM ENGINE (TRAD) 890.95.LT14........... §74900
BITH-1029-1 NEW YORK CENTRAL NOS STEAM ENGINE WiPS3 89995 14 ........... §74900

DT1-1030:0 GENERAL NO.§ STEAN ENGINE (TRAD) SR 89995 T13.............. §74900
DITH-1030-1 GENERAL NOS STEAMIENGINE WRS3 SRR 83095714, ............ §74900
DFE-1031-0. TEXASNO.6 STEAVI ENGINE (TRAD) MSRP 89995L713................. §74900
BITH-1031-1  TEXASNO.6 STEAM ENGINE WIPS3 MSRP 895114 ............... §74900
H1-20030 OLIVE GREEN NO. 8 STD GAUGE ELECTRIC TRAD. NSRP 488.95119 ... S840

Dt6-2003-1 OLIVE GREENNO.BE STD GAUGE ELECTRIC WPS 20 49998119......... §4900
DIF1-2004-0 DARK OLIVE GRN N0, STD GAUGE ELECTRIC TRAD. 499.95119. ... $349.0
N-2004-1 - DARK OLIVE GRN NO.8E STD GAUGE (ELECT) WPS 20 4995 119........ $348.00
DI11-2005-0 ORANGE NO. BE STD GAUGE ELECTRIC TRAD. ISRP 49998119.......... §4900
D1-2005-1 ORANGE NO. BE STD GAUGE ELECTRIC WS 20 4995119 ............ §34900
N11-2008-1 RED & CREAN NO. BE STD GAUGE ELECTRICW/PS 20 40996179........$348.00
N11-2016-0 ML ROAD SUPER 331 TRAD ONLY AS SET WA1-A0013/141816 ....... $3.095.00
H1-2016-1 ML ROAD SUPER 351 W/PS2 ONLY AS SET WH1-40013/141376....... 8399500

N-2017-0. TTBROWN 408E ELECTRIC TRAD) MSRP 885112 .............. §74300
N1-2017-1 TTBRONN 40BE ELECTRIC WPS2 SRR 89096 1112................. §74900
N1-2018-0 MOJAVE 408E ELECTRIC (TRAD) MSRP 885 TH................... §71900
N-2018-1 MOJAVE 408E ELECTRIC WIPSZMSRP 89998111 ................. §71900
N1-2019-0 PINK 40BE ELECTRIC TRAD) ISR 899981711 ...................... §74900
I1-2019-1 PIK 40BE ELECTRIC WiPSZ SRR 89998 T1.............cco.ooo. §74900
N1-2020:0 TWO-TONE GREEN NO ELECTRIC TRAD) HSRP 5905 LTH4............ $485.00
N1-2021-1 ORANGE NOSELECTRIC WIPSZMSRP 595 TH4.................... $455.00
N11-2023-1 DARK GREEN NO9 ELECTRIC WPS2 MR 530.051714.............. $455.00
N1-2024-1 GREENSCRM NO.6 PAY-ASOL-ENTER TROLLEY WiPS252995 12 ... $369.00
I11-2025:0 RANGESCRII 0.3 PAY-AS YOL-ENTER TROLLEY(TRAD) 640.951714..... $498.00
120251 ORANGESCRII .3 PAYASYOU-ENTER TROLLEY WPS264095 714, ... $4%8.0
N5-2027-0 TWO TONE BLUE 381E LOGO (TRAD) MSRP 899951713 ................ §71900
N1-2027-1 TWO TONE BLUE SB1E LOCO W33 NRSP 8995 L113................ §T1900
N1-2028-1 TWO TONE BROWN 381E LOCO WIPS3 MSRP 89986 1713............... §71900
N1-2028:0 GREAT NORTHERN 381E LOCO (TRAD] MSRP 899.5.713............... §71900
N1-2029-1 GREAT NORTHERN 381E LOCO WIPS3 ISR 899951713 ............... §T1900
NT1-2031-0 REDNO468 STD GA PRESIDENTS LOCOTRAD B9S6 T2 ............ §71900
DH-2032:0 77 GREEN 381E LOCOMOTIVE (TRAD) 89038LT14.................... §T700
N1-2032-1 T GREEN 3B1E LOCOMOTNE WPS3 83035 TH4.................... §71900
DIT1-2034-1 LIONEL LIVES ST GA BIG BRUTE ELECWPS3 15995 T ........... $1.29900
DT1-40007 - BLUESSILVER 3-CAR STD 6A300 SERIES PASS SET 399.981714.......... §390
DI1-40009  TWO-TONE GREEN 3-CAR STO GAUGE STATE SET 110995 114........... S9050
40010 TTGRNSTDG. STBAG.CARLTI0. .......c..oovivciii, S0
DiTH-400t1 TWO-TONE GREEN STD GAUGE STATE COACH CAR NGRP 399.95LT14.....$329.00
OIT1-40013  MILROAD 3-CAR STATE SET- 1 AVALABLE AS SEPARATE. ........... §1.3%900
DE-40014 ML ROAD STATE BAGGAGE CAR - 3 AVALLABLE AS SEPARATE............ 44800
DT1-40013 - MILROAD STATE COACH CAR - 2 AVAILABLE AS SEPARATE.............. S44800
DI-40017 TWO-TONE GREEN 3-CAR STO SHOWROOMSETTH0................ STE000
Dit1-40018  TWO-TONE GREEN STD GAUGE SHOW ROOM COACHLTAO.............. §25.00
Bt1-40019 - ZINC CHROMATE 3-CAR STD SHOWROOMSETLT0.................. §73000
N11-40020  ZNC CHROMATE ST GAUGE SHOW ROOM COACH CARLTH0........... §29.00
Dt1-40023 - TTBLUE STD GAUGE BLUE COMET COACH CAR 37995 T10............ §31900
MT1-40025  GRLS 339 SERIES PASSENGER CARNSRP 12995 11 ... §95.00
NI11-40025 ~ GIRLS 332 SERIES BAGGAGE CARMSRP 19951111 ................ §9.00
DTE-40027 T BROWN 3-CAR STD GA STATE SETMSRP 1198.95 714 .............. §955.00
DTE-40030 T BROWN STD GA SOLARIUM STATE CARLT. ... §900
N-40081  T7 BLUE 3-CAR STO GASTATE SETBTSHHA%B M. 14900
Dit1-40032 - TTBLUE STD GA STATE BAGGAGE CARBITLTIY ........cooocvvvne §34900
N11-40033  TTBLUE STD GA STATE COMCH CARBITLTHA. ..o §4900
Nit1-40034 - TTBLUE STD GA SOLARIM STATE CARBAILTIY ..o §4900

N11-40035 - BLUE/DK BLACRIN SCAR STD GA 309 SERIES PASS SET 399851112 ... 831940
Hit1-40036 17 GIRARD GRN 3CAR STO GA 309 SERIES PASS SET 399951713 ........ §31900
N-40087 - LIONEL ELEC AR 3CAR STD GA 309 SERIES ASS SET309951113........ $318.0
Dit1-40038 T BROVN NO.308 COACH PASS CARMSRP 1395711 .............. §10500
DT1-40039 - TTBROWN NO.310 BAGGAGE PASS CAR MSRP 139.5LT11............ $105.00
DITH-40043 - TTGREEN WBRASS 3CAR STEPHEN GRARD SET 5905 11 ........... §1900
DF1-40044 77 GREEN W/BRASS STEPHEN GIRARD BAGGAGE 19995111 ........... §163.00
DIt1-40045 T GREEN WNCKEL 3GAR STEPHEN GRARD SET S99951711.......... §1900
DITH-40047 - T GREEN WNCKEL STEPHEN GRARD BAGGAGE 199951111 ........... 183,00

DF1-40048 77 GREEN WNICKEL STEPHEN GIRARD CORCH 1995 LT11............. 1600
NI-40049 - DARK GREEN WIBRASS TRIN SCAR STO GA 416 SET LTH1 $599.%5........ $519.00
BIT1-40050 - DARK GREEN WIBRASS TRIISTO GA 18 DNER GARLIT ............. 183,00
DT1-40053 - MOJAVE W/BRASS TRIM 3-CAR STD GA 1B SETLTHA.............. $44900
BIt1-40054  NOJAVE W/BRASS TRIISTD GA 418 DINER CARLTT............... §14900
HIT1-40055 - PINK WIBRASS TRIM 3-CAR STD GA 418 SET 8905 1. ... $51900
DY1-40057 - LIONEL LINES 3CAR STD GAPULLMAN SET68.95LTH4............... $56900
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N1-40058  PENNSYLVANIA SCAR STD GA PULLMAN SET 59995 112...............
N1-40059 - JERSEY CENTRAL NO.352 BAGGAGE CAR MSRP 12395 M13RTR ..
NiT1-40060  JERSEY CENTRALNO.339 COACH PASS CAR 1295 MHBRTR.............. §65.00
N1-40061 ~ GREAT NORTHERN SCAR STD GAUGE STATE SET 119995 113 .......... §99900
N1-40062 - GREAT NORTHERI STD GA STATE BAGGAGE CAR 42895 T13............ §363.00
Dt1-40063 - GREAT NORTHERN STD GA STATE COACH CAR 42395 T13.............. §365.00
N1-40064 - GREAT NORTHERI STD GA SOLARIM STATE CAR 42995 713........... §36.00

1

1

1

1

1

1

N11-40065 L PRESIDENT'S SPEC 3CAR ST GA PRESDENTIAL SET 119995 713.... 103900
N11-40066 LL PRESIDENT' SPEC STD GA PRESIDENTIAL BAGG CAR 42995 713... .. S330.0
N1-40067 L PRESIDENT'S SPEC STD GA PRESIDENTIAL COACH 42995 LT13........S330.0
NIT1-40068 - L RED COMET 3CAR STD GA CONET SETMSRP 1130851713........... §9r900
Dit1-40069 - LL RED COMET $TO GA RED COMET BAGGAGE CAR 399951LT13.......... 833000
D1-40070 - LLRED COMET STD GAUGE RED COMET COACH 399951113 ........... S350
DIT1-40073 - LIONEL LINES NO.310 BAGGAGE PASS CAR NSRP 13995 T14........... §1190

DTE-40074 - LIONEL LIS NO.309 COACH PASS CAR SRR 139.95T14............ §11800
DI11-40076  LIONEL LINES GREEN COMET 3-CAR STO GASET 113095 T13........... Sa78.0
DFE-40077 NG 3-CAR STD GA PULLWAN PASSENGER SET 69995 14, ........... §38900

DT1-40078  GENERAL 3-CAR STD GA PULLAAN PASSENGER SET 699.95L714......... §38900
N-40079 - LL GREEN COMET STD GAUGE COMET BAGGAGE CAR 30985L113........ $335.00
Dit1-40080 - LL GREEN COMET STD GAUGE CONET COACH CAR3.51T13......... §33.00
DT1-40083 - LIONEL LINES 3-CAR SD GA SHOW ROOM SET 1539.88.L713.......... 128800
Dit1-40084 - LONEL LINES $TD GAUGE SHOW ROOM COACH CAR 53098.L713......... $48.00

WA0-078  4-CAR ST SETTTGRN. MSRP 149095 ...................... 579500
MH0-H079  EXTRAST CARTT GRN. Mings ................cooviviovnin, $20000
MA0-H132- TTBROWN A0B ELECENG CONT..........ooovvvvs $449.00
M0-1135  4CARSTO GG STATE SETMDBRN ............oovovvviviii §789.00
MH0-1154-1 - Gray wiBRASS TRIMAOOE-Cont, 200 V1., $49900
HH0-H136-1  Orange S243R EP s-Cont. 2001V, ... §699.00
MH0-T199-1  Chrisimas No.d Eee Freght Set MSRP399.95 2008V2............... §499.00
M10-£200-1 Orange No.9 Elc Fight Set MSRP599.95 2003V2. ................ $499.00
DH10-4202-1 BLACK WIBRASS 400E STEAM ENGINE WiPS2 R1-08 2004............. $499.00
M10-£216-1  T7 GREEN SG1E LOCO. Wy PS2. MSRP 699.95 2008V2................. $499.00

BHO-1219-0 BLACK #3245R LOGO. SHORT HOOD VERSION ISRP 699.95 2005.V2.....S379.0
D0-1251-1 REDWNCKEL VES 3243R EL. PASS.SET WPS2 MISRP 1439 95 0512 ... $998.00
DH10-1248:0. TWOTONE BLU'BRASS 400E STEAM ENG. (TRAD)  NSRP 899.35........ $43900
DH10-1274:0 DARK GREEN #3E LOCOMOTVE (TRAD) 1SR 49995 2007 ......... §4900
BHO-A275-1  OLIVE GREEN #8E LOCOMOTVE WPS20 NISRP 49995 2007 ........ §4900
D0-1286-0 ORANGE & BLK VES #3235 LOCO. TRAD)NSRP 499.95 307 V1 ... S2490
DH0-1286-1 ORANGE & BLACK VES #3236 L0C0. WIPS2 49995 hTBvT.. ...S4900
BHO-{341-1 NTHRRC 400E TIPLATE STEAM ENGINEWRSS............ ... $88900

M10-5004  ATT Gregn St Gauge Stee Car 2001V2......... .. $199.00
M10-5005  PATT Gregn Sid. Gauge Sate Car 2001V2........ . $19900
05016 Aople 6m 4-Car S Gau 41886 2004.....coovoon $448.00
M10-5018 Ok G wBress Trim dCar St Gau 418 86t 2004, $449.00
05021 Orenge 4Car StS Gau 8 S8t 2004........ovvv $44800
105029 IWNLURD 4-CAR DOR PASS SETMSRP 39995 ... §300.00
10-5032  GREEN 4-GAR STD. GUAGE STATE SET  MISRP 1499.95 200512 ........ §T95.00
DH10-5033 77 GREEN STD GUAGE SOLARIUMISTATE CAR NISRP 399.95 0512.......$199.00
105043 TURQUOISE 4-GAR ST GAUGE 418 SET  MISRP599.95 200811 ... $448.00
H10-5070 MOJAVE SCAR ST GAUGE 300 SER PASSSET ISP 30995 2008 ... 219,00
DH10-5073 PEAGOCK & DK GRN 3GAR STD GUAGE 300 SER PASS SET 399.95 208. . 821900
105075 TTBLUE 3 CAR STD GAUGE 300 SER, PASS, SET MSRP 30995 2007 ... 821900
M10-5081  LIGHT GRNVES 3CAR STO GAUGE PASSENGER SET R-39/8 2008 . ... .8219.0
105082 ORANGE VES 3CAR STD GA {80 SER. PRSS.SET 399 95 20, ... §219.0
105084 RED CRACKLE NES 3CAR STO GA 100 PASS SET3%9%5.............. §219.0
DH10-5085 YELLOWABLK IVES 3CAR STD GA 160 PASS SET 399,95 R996 2008, ... 821900
DH10-5095 DK GRNW/BRASS TRIVI4CAR STD GA 416 SET 699.95 Ri-11/6 2008, ... $449.00
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CLEARS ALL
OVER HANGING
EQUIPMENT.
NARROW ENOUGH
TO FIT BETWEEN
THE CLOSEST
TRACKS.EASILY

www.rossswitches.com
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TIN PLATED
STEEL RAIL
IS INDIVIDUALLY SPIKED
AT EACH WOODEN TIE! |

ALL RCS SWITCHES NOW AVAILABLE READY TO RUN!
Why Use Anything Else?
Pictured here are just some of the more than the 40 models of
switches Ross makes. Ross gives you the flexibility to do any-
thing the real railroads do. We all know how model railroads
can change or expand over the years, as unforeseen ideas pop
into our heads. If you use the other guys limited offerings, will
you be able to do the things that you can do with Ross? Almost
all have made their stuff compatible with Ross, but what of the
hodge podge of trackwork you will have? Ross Custom
Switches, for thirty years we have been running our trains
through these things. Time tested reliability, smooth as silk,

THROWN MANUALLY. LIGHTED NTROLLER hand built right here in the USA. Call for a free catalog!

3 AND SWITCH MACHINE i 2
AVAILABLE SEPARATELY. . Why USf.: anything else?
P.S. Did you know RCS makes sectional track too?



www.rossswitches.com

Collector’s Gallery
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The Rarest Hell Gate Bridges

Photos courtesy of Tammy Condeelis and Lionel LLC

The rarest of the Hell Gate Bridges in the modern era
resulted from a gesture of gratitude by the vendor that built the
No. 305 Hell Gate Bridges for Lionel in 1999. Paul Condeelis, the
engineer who had successfully shepherded the project through
product development, was the recipient of five large boxes at the
Lionel office in Michigan. These boxes contained five interesting
and attractive surprises. Each box had a one-off, specially deco-
rated No. 305 Hell Gate Bridge. As near as Paul can recall after a
decade and a half, there was a gold-plated bridge, a silver one, what
looked like a chrome-plated version, a shiny black one, and the flat

black No. 305 seen here (Photo 1).

The Only One Available for Photography

Over the years, the gold, silver, and shiny black versions dis-
appeared. Searches in the Michigan and New York offices before
they were closed and the contents sent to the new North Carolina
location did turn up the chrome version, but it was in no shape to
be photographed without extensive cleaning and refurbishment.

That left the flac black bridge that I began calling the “stealth” Hell
Gate Bridge because it tended to blend into the background of
wherever it was placed. However, in its all-black finish it looked
more purposeful and much more drab and realistically industrial
than the regular production cream and green No. 305 (Photos 2
and 3). The illuminated gold-colored tower inserts are a welcome
touch of color, which Paul tells me were common to all five spe-
cial Hell Gate Bridges.

The black bridge is fully usable, as Lionel demonstrated by
placing two sets of O gauge tubular tracks on the bridge decking
in the slots provided for them. This image of the bridge with a 765
Berkshire and a Santa Fe Dash-8 diesel locomotive occupying the
tracks amply demonstrates that the additional length, width, and
height of the 1999 version of the Hell Gate Bridge, compared to
the 1928 original, provides plenty of room for the two O gauge
engines to cross the bridge (Photo 4). As with the regular produc-
tion No. 305, about the only rolling stock items that won't clear
the bridge structure are loaded double stacks.

The special black bridge is adorned with a full complement of
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identifying plates. “Bridge No. 305” is
located on one tower along with “Made by
Lionel” on the other tower (Photos 5 and
6). The central arch of the bridge has the
prominent “Lionel Lines” oval (Photo 7).
Another shot of the front of the black Hell
Gate Bridge taken under different lighting
conditions shows the effect of 15 years of
indoor exposure on a flat black finish
(Photo 8).

Obviously, owning the flat black No.
305 is out of the question, but there are
two Hell Gate Bridge items that are within
our reach.
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The Hell Gate Bridge Boxcars

The 6-29294 Hell Gate Bridge “1900-2000” boxcar was
made to celebrate the production of the green and cream
6-32904 No. 305 Hell Gate Bridge (Photo 9). One boxcar
was produced for every Hell Gate Bridge, and the original
idea was to match bridges with boxcars for potential buyers.
It did not work out that way. Dealers who sold Hell Gate
Bridges did not get the boxcars, and others got quantities of
them. The result was that speculators initially had a field day.
In the collector-centric world of Lionel trains in 2000, the
price quickly went from around $40 to $175 and more. The
Hell Gate Bridge boxcar fever has long past, and now it is not
hard to get one for between $35 to $40 and even less—
sic transit collecturum in very loosely constructed Latin.

For a modestly priced piece of rolling stock with a small
amount of potential collector value, the Hell Gate Bridge
boxcar is a good-looking car. It has a pale green roof and ends
and light yellow sides that complement the No. 305 green
and cream colors. It is equipped with moving orange doors,
black metal door guides, a brake wheel, and die-cast sprung
trucks. The yellow sides are decorated with “Lionel” in
orange-brown on the left side. Below is “Bridging the

Modern Toy Train Parts

Www.ogaugerr.com www.mttponline.com

' ROADING

* Lionel Factory Trained Service Tech
* We do Lionel Warranty Repair
* TMCC Upgrades

* Electric Railroad Kits

* OGR Forum

* Find Local OGR Dealers

¢ Find Local Train Meets

e Order from the OGR Online Store
* Subscribe/Renew your Subscription phone:(567) 424-6604

* Much, Much More! e-mail:mttp6@hotmail.com

contact us:
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0 Gauge GROUND THROWS

Simple to use. High reliability. Cost effective.
Molded from tough self-lubricating
Delrin®. Model 208S has two internal
stainless steel springs pre-loadedto 6 0z.
to provide machine overtravel and turn-
out point tension. Simple to mount-
center turnout points and throw handle.
Connect and fasten with two fasteners.

107R Rigid...coovrrrrrrreenen. $3-30
(Supply your own spring linkage)
208S Spring........ceeeeeeeeees $3.45

AT DEALERS ORDIRECT

Add $4.50 handling per order
IL residents add 8% sales tax

i

8511 W. Mound Rd.
CABOOSE INDUSTRIES Lena, IL 61048-9697

. cabacsernd. can

The Easy Way

to Assemble and
Disassemble
Track

The T-Tracker draws track together for perfect
electrical continuity for smoother running trains.
Excellent also for holding sections of track for
sawing. For information on this unique tool or for
an order form, please send a self addressed
stamped envelope to:

Dept. 3

3735 N. E. Shaver St.
M Portland, OR 97212

E-Mail address: ttracker2@aol.com

WWW.RLLINES.COM

Available in 0/0-27, STD, G-Gauge
The Track Scrubbing Car From R & L Lines
——

A h Loy R e
MSRP: 0/0-27 $99.95 « MSRP: G-Gauge, STD $129.95
Visit Our Web Site at WWW.RLLINES.COM
Wholesale Distributor Questions Call:
920-465-7913 or E-Mail: bob@rllines.com

DRY TRANSFER LETTERING
IVES, AMERICAN FLYER,

PRE & POST WAR LIONEL™

A LIONEL LICENSED PRODUCT

CALL OR WRITE FOR COMPLETE LIST

CUSTOM DRY TRANSFERS

J & A HOBBIES

4479 MARSH RoAD WAYNESBORO, PA 17268

717-762-2242

e-mail:warnick@pa.net
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Centuries” in black with “1900-2000”
in orange underneath (Photo 10). The
right side has a drawing of the Hell Gate
Bridge in silver and black.

A similar boxcar, 6-39200, was
made to commemorate the availability
of the 6-32999, the ivory and red ver-
sion of the No. 305 Hell Gate Bridge
(Photo 11). You can also get this one
for around $35.

We have gone from the rare and
unobtainable to the “ho-hum, I will get

them if I really want them....” in this
column. It is a broad spectrum for a
bridge design that continues to fasci-
nate collectors in the 87 years since the
original No. 300 was produced in 1928
and the 15 years since the modern No.
305 became available in 1999. A new
21st-century model designed for
FasTrack would probably continue to
interest the current generation of
collectors and operators.

! LIONEL
...Bridging the Centuries

LMt 111388
s7708

are

W

LIONEL

Bridging the Centuries
1500 - 3600
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M.T.H. / Lionel / American Flyer / Model Power November Special Closeout Pricing

30 Day Money Back Guarantee. All orders add U.P.S. Prices are subject to

change without notice. N.Y.S. residents add appropriate sales tax.

Please

make all checks payable to Nassau Hobby Center,
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

13 W. Merrick Rd. Freeport, New York 11520 Tel. (516) 378-9594

Mall Order Hours 3AM to 6PM

[ LIONEL |

[ TRAINS |

Shondsyts Sstray ELECTRICEITRAINS

MTH PREMIER PASSNEGER 20-20297-1  UP SDY0I3MAL.....covccrcvnrc. #09.99 11-6020-1  T/T Green City of Denver......... 509.99 6-38235  PCGG-Toooiiccin. 249.99
20-5666ab  NH Streamiine 4 Car Set. 20-20312-1 PRR GP30. .. 389.99 LIONEL 6-38311 #2276W Budd Car Set 374.99
20-6521 Cal Train Amfleet 5 Pk. MTH PREMIER Proto One Specials 6-11183 Lincaln Funeral Train 6-38371  RIAIO Ah.ccine 299.89
20-6606 UP AIUM 2 PR 20-2043-1  Conrail SDEOM. 199.99 625631 Lincoln Train a/o Both for....... 999.99 5-38374  USMC B Unit.... 94.99
20-50014 Amtrak TurbaTrain Addon.... 20-2111-1  Burlington 509 199.99 6-11383 Beth. Steel AS 0-4-0....., £-38459 N&W R511 Npwr. 179.99
2062005  LIRR Woodside 3 Pk 2021231 199.99 611384 ATSF A5 0-4-0. 6-38579  Santa Fe GP-9 Npwr. 179.99
20-62006  LIRR Coach Both for...u 309.99  20-2146-1 199.99 611385 UP AS 0-4-0, 6-38848 Christmas Zephyr.... 649.99
20-67198  Amitrak Vista......mnenn 79.99 20-2189-1 199.99 6-11404 Santa Fe 2-8-8-2 6-38857 Mark Twain Zephyr. 649.99
20-65201  LIRR 5 Pk 20-2200-1  PRR Centipede AA.. 499.99 6-11426 Rio Grande 0-4-0. 6-38971 North Pole GP-35 Dummy........ 229.99
20-66201  LIRR2 Pk 20-5504-1  PRR Green GG-1 399.99 6-11427 Southern A-S.. 6-38976  Santa Fe GP-35 ... 399,99
20-67201 LIRR Full Vista 20-5505-1  Amtrak AEM7 195.99 6-11428 MR AS 0-8-0.ccoovanviiasiinsinnianns 6-38998  CSX GP-35 NPWr.coeriarecicens 209.99
20-68201 LIRR RPO 20-5506-1  Septa AEM7 199.99 611912 1996 Service Exclusive.. 6-39544  Tesas Special Powered B 279.99
20-59201 LIRR 2PK ALL fOF ciriserissnsrsaens 899.99 MTH PREMIER SPECIALTY SETS 6-11918 1997 Service Station Set 6-51007 Cent Club UP M10000..., 7499 99
20-65201  LIRRS Pk 20-20303-1 Amtrak Genesis Set.. 649.99 6-14507 Santa Fe F3A Npwr 652321 TCA SP Trainmaster................. 399.99
20-68201  LIRR RPO 20-20394-1 UP ACA4DDCW TS Set. 674.99 614539 Santa Fe F3 B Unit. AMERICAN FLYER 5-GAUGE
20-69201  LIRR 2 Pk ALL for.. 639.99  20-20395-1 CSX ACAA00CW TS Set.......... 674.99 6-14555 NYC F3 B Unit NpWF..ooocnnrenne 169,99 6-42511 NPR ES44AC NPwr.. .. 139.99
2065203  Cal Train Bombardier 4 Pk.... 199.99  20.3442-1  Eric 0-8-8-0 Freight Set....... 1259.99  -14559 DERGW F3 AA 6-42515 Penn. Central U33C..... ... 249.99
2065208  Via Rail 5 Car Pass. Set. 20-34G60-1  JC Blue Comet Set 899.99 6-14540 D&RGW F3 B Both for............. .899.99 6-42516 MR U33C..iriemamssenssnmsnenees 289,99
20-65209  PC Streamline 5 Pk.. 20-3467-1  PRR K-4 Passenger Se 899.99 6-15313 D&H Alum 4 Pk... 449,99 642533 Virginian SD70Ace. 249.99
20-65213  PRR Streamline 5 Pk. ..399.99  20-3468-1  PAR RedArrow Pass, Sel...... 899.99 6-18009 NYC L-3 Mohaw 499.99 6-42536  Virginian SD70Ace NPwr. 124.99
20-68205 GE Evolution Strmline RPO... 89.99 20-3478-1  Santa Fe Troop Train 5et...... 999.99 6-18024 T&P L3 Mohawk w/Case.. 749.99 6-42538 Wabash SD70Ace NPwr........... 124.99
20-66176  DRG Heritage 2 Pk. 20-3482-1  PRR K- Strmin Pass. Set...... 899.99 £-18028 PRR Strmline K-4 (2Rail)........ 1999.99  £-42545 Conrail FS44AC NPwr........... 139.99
20-66180 WP Heritage 2 Pk. 20-3507-1  C&O Allegheny Freight Set.. 1349.99  £.18045 NYC Commadore Vandrbit...... 899.99 642555 PRR ESA4AC NPwr. 139.99
20-67198  Amtrak Vista Dom 20-5644-1  PRR GG-1 Freight Set........... 829.99 6-18053 Cent Club 726 Berkshire........ 599.99 6-42556 Southern Es44AC 269.99
20-68199  Santa Fe RPO.., MTH RAILKING 6-18068 Cent Club PRR 5-2 Tender........ 199.99 6-42567 Christmas Dockside 49.99
20-59127 NYC Ribbed 2 P! 30-1139-1  UP Forty Niner Set 618128 SantaFeF3 A 5-48169 KCS 5D70Ace. 249.99
20-69173 MR Smooth 2 Pk... 30-6107 UP 4 Pk 6-18129 Santa Fe F3 B Both FO..... 399.99 6-48182  Virginian Y-3 Steamer 529.99
2069199 SF Streamline 2 Pk 159.99 30-6108 UP 2 Pk ALL forounnnnne. ... 649,99 6-18145 NPF3IA 6-48197 Santa Fe Y-3 Steamer. 529.99
MTH PREMIER FREIGHT 30-1575-1 U5 Military 4-4-0 General... 359.99 618146 NP F3 B Both For...... .. 549.99  6-48198 NEW Y-3 Steamer 529.99
20-90021  BNSF Merger Set #1 30-1597-1  Southern 4-6-2......cccwuwee. 389.99 6-18178 Cent Club NYC F3 B... 6-49634 5P Dockside RTR Se 179.99
20-90033 UP Merger Set.. 30-1600-1  UP Northern... 399.99 6-18278 UPU30C., 6-49956 Texas Special Vista Dom 39.98
20-90683  Mobil 6 Car Tank Se 30-1602-1  UP Norther 399.99 6-18383 GN EP-5.. 6-49957 Texas Special Baggage.... 39.99
20-90919  Wascosa Euro Tank Set 30-1603-1  NYC P47 Pacific. 389.99 618314 Cent Club PRR GG- 6-49958 Santa Fe Vista Dom ..39.99
20-95035 TTUX Spline Car Set, 30-1619-1 5P GS5-4 Black. .- 399,99 6-18319 NHEP-5.....oorrvevvee 6-49959  PRR Vista Dome.........ccccrrerrernnre, 39-99
MTH PREMIER LOCOMOTIVES 33-2019-3  Rugged Rails PRR F3 Npwr... 39.99 6-18340 Cent Club Dema FM® 6-49960 North Pole Exp. Pass. 3PK........ 139.99
20-20267-1 LIRR F7 ABA 30-2480-3  Chicago Yellow Add Ons....... 107.95 6-18343 Penn GG-1 Black MODEL POWER
20-20267-3  LIRR F7 B Unit 30-5128-1  PC E33 Juice Train Set......... 369.99 6-18506 CN Budd 2Pk MPE171 36 Unpainted Animals............... 4.99
20-65201  LIRR Strmin 5 Pk ALL for. 30-4225-1  UP SD70ACE Freight Set...... 369.99 6-18564 CPGP.9... MPBOS0  Station Service Crew
20-2055-1  UPF3AA 30-20102-3 CNW E3 B Unit. 79.99 618569 CB&Q GP MPEOSS  Passenger Figures...
20-2055-3  UP F3 B Both for..cins 649.99  30-20112-1 N&W RS-3... 269.99 6-18857 UP GP-9.ceormrnmssemssssessssnss MPEO59 4 Horses...
20-2056-1 WP F3 AA 30-20164-1 Amtrak Dash 299.99 618952 ATSE Alco PAL MPEOG2  Fat People .
20-2064-3 WP F3B Both fofuun.. 569,99 30-20181-1 Maroon R17 Sbwy 4 Pk....... 389,99 6-18965 ATSF Alco PB1 MPE0E9  Deacon & His Flock..... 4.99
20-2152-1  LNF3AA 30-20182-1 Blue/Slvr R17 Sbwy 4 Pk...... 389.99 6-19180 MLR 4Car Pass. Set Both for.... 499.99 MP6149  Crime Scene
20-2152-3 LN F3 B Non-Powered 30-20182-3  R17 Subway 2 Pk Addon..... 129.99 6-19171 NYC Strmin "Black” 4 PK........... 349.99 MPb6173  Pastor & Congregants.
20-2152-4 LN F3 B Pwrd All for. 3067554 BN Streamline 4 Pk.............. 169.99 6-19397 CN Auto Carrier 2 Pk, 189,99 MPBE175  Cow & Calves (B&W|
20-2172-1  BNSF Dash-9 Set. 30-67715  Amtrak Streamline 4 Pk 229.99 6-21753 1998 Service Station Set 399,99 MPE178  Walking Figures.......
20-2176-1  NYCF3 ABA....... 3061964  JC Madison 4 Pack 6-21758 Beth. Steel Serv. Station Set.... 399.99 MP6181  Masons & Bricklayers.
20-2177-1  Southern F3 Al 3069165  JC Madison 2 Pk Both for.... 329.99 6-24556 UPF3B.. 249.99 MPE182  People Waving....
2022061  EMD ES ABA MTH RAILKING Proto One Specials 6-24578 UP E7B... 249,99 MP6183  Market Workers..
20-2214-1  UP #80 Coal Turbine 30-1114-1  T&P L3 Steamer. 249.99 6-25619 Lindbergh 2 Pk 199.99 MPE184  County Road Workers
20-2218-1  PRR F3 ABA. 30-1117-1  C&O Allegheny.. 399.99 6-27767 Santa Fe 4 Pk.. 199.99 MP6185  Travelers
20-2575-1 30-2115-1  Santa Fe Dash 149.99 6-28022 Westside 2 Truck Shay.. 799.99 MP6186  City People.
20-2915-1 30-2155-1  CNW Dash 149.99 6-28473 GN Inspection Vehicl MPE193  Prisoners (B&W Stripes).
20-2950-1 30-2512-1  Brill Trolley. 99.99 6-28480 GTW Inspection Vehicle MPE194  Prisoners {Orange).
20-3024-1  NEW 4-8-8 Lo TIN PLATE TRADITIONS 6-31775 Burlington GP7 Set MPb195  People Eating...
20-3036-1  NAW 2-6-6-4 Class A, 11-1010-0  #385E Steam Engine............ 599.99 6-34504 B&O F3 A Npwr, MPBE196  Postal Workers
20-3063-1  American Railroad Rerk. 11-1026-1  Pink Girl's Train 400F.... 939.99 6-34512 NYCFT B MPE197  City Park People..
20-5633-1  Veolia Traxkd....ccumver 10-1126-0  Mil Pres Electric w/Cars. 1600.00 6-34676 PRR Centipede A Uni MPB198  Homeless People
20-20081-1 BNSF SDEOM. 10-3010-0  Milw Rd Hiawatha Set......... 799.99 6-34784 Frisco D0 . iisiimininias MPE352 Mr., Rodgers House., .
20-20177-1 EMD SD24. 11.6006-1  UP Streamliner Set/Shvr....... 599.99 635481 NYC Budd A/O Car MP6365  Lighted Lighthouse w House..... 39.99
20-20201-3 WC GP35 Nprw/Low Hood...179.99  11-6016-1  Blue Streak Pass. Set. 649.99 6-38071 SP AC-12 Cab Forwar MP9998  Bag-6 Unpainted Sitting Figs.... 1.99
20-20289-2 Ohio Central GP35 (2Rall)..... 389.99  11-6017-1 MR Hiawatha Set............... 769.99 638224 Alaska AL A-A.rrseicsissens MP3993  Bag-6 Santa Figures.......uw. 1.99

www.nassauhobby.com
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cale Model Railroad Structures

#702- Background
Tall City Building

Just what your city needs - big impact in a small
space - 1” deep by 11” wide—over 32 tall.

Visit our website to order
models in HO, O & G

gauge today. $1 1 5
E 100 Castleberry Court #178

] Milford, OH 45150
fiade In The USA 513-239-1908

korbermodels.com

Coal Mine Kits

Available in O, ON30 and S Gauge
KP4814 KP4815 KP4816
* Craftsman kits
* Most parts cut

; to length
young seasonal tone grasses growmg at the base w1th
last years longer dead and dry growth sprouting from
the center. Tufts are mounted on an invisible base using Send S.A.S.E. f or

ret SILFLOR® process that causes the tuft to
| feather outward. Tufts may be placed

/ ed off i dom clusters. Set . .
R nem St %5 | | 79 Hidden Hill Farm Ln. « York, Pa 17403-9363 « 717-747-0493
itains over a hundred tufts. All
urregular SILFLOR® mats.

more information

Renew your OGR subscription
on-line today at: www.ogaugerr.com

 dry grass shaft.

nd medium tuft set.
B Il i™™ ZAFF S /™S Fsrrm=s i ™™ n
s & N WO G e — G 4w TM
ﬁlass \ \ By Miller Engineeri
ep Summer tone base New Animated Billboards!! *

burnt green tone dry
: Our "Motel" roadside billboard is
' the perfect addition for that empty
uffalo Grass spot on your layout. It works great
Burnt green tone base tuft ! I
with tan tone dry grass shatt. even if you don't have a motel!
...because it's "just up the road!"
[t comes with easy to assemble
R o tone bise supports. Comes ready to run with
@ | with tan tone dry grass shaft.
7 | NIN7379% ... 24.99 at gasy 1o assgljnble.stand.
Limited edition sign.

Miller Engineering B —
PO Box 282 88-1651 - Motel Roadside Billboard
I175 Sheffield Drive #100, Delmont, PA 15626 Naw(Canaan GTHOFE40 Qe Mrre
oSy Tel. 203-595-0619 Fax 203-322-6116 _ Suitable for HO/O scales

Order: (724)468-3106  FAX: (724)468-3879
Visit our Web Site: www.scenicexpress.com |

i | L \K’\\«’W’.Il]iCI‘DS[I’Ll,COI]]
Please add $8.98 Shipping. PA res add 6% tax. BEEeE

See your dealer first, if not in stock, order direet.

_ Price $49.95, plus $7.50 S&H
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www.korbermodels.com
www.microstru.com
http://www.ogaugerr.com

introducing the new and improved

DVDS Burke Building

o Wire S'l:epS

m madeintheusa

|
oY [
ROADING

cornices

order 24/7 - —

— B

_— Service provided by

365 days a year o amazon

(11 Tube shop.ogaugerr.com

Broadcast Yourself ™



http://shop.ogaugerr.com/
http://shop.ogaugerr.com/

Rail Tales

Railfans at 115 North Main

Article and Photos by Tom Densel

=

I typical summer afternoon at 115 North Main Street.
Mary Weatherspoon is sweeping the front porch as Cuddles
rests at the bottom of the steps. Lucky, the cat, surveys its domain
from the porch railing. Suddenly, a westbound Penn Central
freight train rumbles across the nearby—very nearby—North
Main crossing. Apparently, this is a perfectly normal occurrence
because Mary, Cuddles, and Lucky carry on with their normal
routines, totally nonplussed by the noise created by a boisterous,
hulking GP40.

Later during the early evening hours, Mary’s husband, Bill, sits
on the porch steps chatting with neighbor Bob Barbarro. A short
freight, led by a Penn Central GP9, passes by. The men nearly have
to yell at each other to be heard above the din created by the
roaring freight unit.

Shortly after the freight train passes, a couple of Bill’s friends,
railfans no less, drop by to chat with Bill and Bob. This is their
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lucky day! The eastbound Broadway Limited bursts across the
railroad crossing. It is headed by an E8, still in Pennsylvania
Railroad colors, which is an increasingly rare sight in 1970. All
conversation comes to an abrupt halt as the men pause to admire
the locomotive and its consist.

Dusk falls, and the stillness of night quickly envelopes 115
North Main Street. The last local of the day is just leaving town
en route back to the yard. The conductor glances down the nearly
deserted street as his transfer caboose clears the crossing.

If houses could talk, think of the stories 115 North Main
could tell. The occupants of this otherwise rather ordinary abode
have enjoyed a front row seat to what any railfan would consider
one of the greatest shows. Think of the countless trains that
have passed by this spot over the years. Imagine the variety of
locomotives, both steam and diesel, that 115 North Main has
come to know. What a rail tale it could tell! &&



HATWE’ D FOR NICK FURTADO

IT DOESN’T HAVE TO BE GIGANTIC TO BE DUMIMM STUDIOS
WWW.DUNHAMSTUDIOS.COM
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The Train Shop At Brentwood Antiques
106 Lafayette Road (Route 1), Hampton Falls, NH 03844
Ph: (603) 929-1441 FAX: (603) 929-8662 Web: www.TheTrainShop.com

MTH Product Guides
1002 Comprehensive Guide to MTH Railking Engines 1995-2011 $44.95
1003 Comprehensive Guide to MTH Premier Engines 1993-2011 Volume I $44.95
1004 Comprehensive Guide to MTH Premier Rolling Stock #2 1996-2013 Vol L,Sets-Stock Cars $44.95
1005 Comprehensive Guide to MTH Premier Rolling Stock #2 1996-2013 Vol 11, Flats-thru Foreign $44.95
1006 Comprehensive Guide to MTH & Railking Passenger Cars Production thru 2014 catalog $44.95

i 3 20-20353-1 C&0 E-8A/B/A $649.95 30-20171-1 BNSF ES44AC $299.95
TH Premler Englnes 20-20361-1 Boston & Maine GP-7 $399.95
20-20192-1 CSX Dash 8 $389.95 20-20373-1 Providence & Worcester GP38 $399.95
20-20216-1 Denver Rio Grande SD70ACe $399.95 20-20374-1 Norfolk Southern Dash 8 $419.95 MTH Premler Passenger Cars

20-20253-1 Alaska GP30 $389.95 20-3430-1 Pennsylvania 2-8-0 H3 $649.95 30-20172-1 Union Pacific ES44AC $299.95
20-20259-3 Lackawanna ES44AC NP $249.95 20-3461-1 Jersey Central P47 Baldwin $799.95 20-65213 Pennsylvania 5-Car Set $399.95
20-20263-3 Southern ES44AC NP $249.95 20-3481-1 UP Challenger $1299.95 20-65214 New Haven 5-Car Set $399.95
20-20270-1 Erie SD70ACe $409.95 20-3496-1 WM 4-Truck Shay $989.95 20-65217 Southern Pacific Lines 5-Car  $399.95
20-20271-1 Reading SD70ACe $419.95 20-3500-1 GN S-2 Passenger Set $1099.95 20-65225 New Haven 5-Car Set $399.95
20-20274-1 New York Central SD70ACe $419.95 20-3504-1 C&O0 2-6-6-6 Allegheny $1299.95 20-65226 C&O 5-Car Set $399.95
20-20279-1 Lehigh Valley ES44AC $409.95 20-5642-1 Pennsylvania GG-1 $679.95 20-66207 Amtrak 2-CarS/D $169.95
20-20280-3 Pennsylvania ES44AC NP $229.95 20-66213 Pennsylvania 2-Car S/D $169.95
20-20286-1 CP ES44AC $409.95 MTH Rai]king Engines 20-66226 C&0 2-Car S/D $169.95
20-20294-1 Burlington Northern SD45 $409.95 20-67216  Southern Pacific Full Dome $89.95
20-20299-1 CSX SDSOMAC $409.95 30-1577-1 W.A.A.R 4-4-0 $309.95 20-67226 C&O Full Vista Dome $89.95
20-20318-1 BNSF Dash 9 $409.95 30-1578-1 Pennsylvania 4-8-2 M1a Mnt $389.95 20-68151 Amtrak Short Vista Dome $89.95
20-20319-1 Union Pacific Dash 9 $409.95 30-1616-1 NYC 4-6-4 Dreyfus $389.95 20-68174 Pennsylvania Full Dome $89.95
20-20320-1 CN Dash 9 $419.95 30-20023-1 Boston & Maine RS3 $279.95 20-68215 Amtrak RPO Car $89.95
20-20321-1 CSX AC6000 $409.95 30-20093-1 Reading FM Trai t $269.95 20-68217 Southern Pacific Lines RPO $89.95
20-20322-1 GE AC6000 Demo $409.95 30-20115-1 Santa Fe SD45 $289.95 20-68226 C&O RPO Car $89.95
20-20323-1 Kansas City Southern AC6000$409.95 30-20135-1 Reading SD70ACe $299.95 20-69226 C&O 2-Car Baggage/Coach  $169.95
20-20345-1 Amtrak Turboliner $729.95 30-20144-1 CSX SD60 $299.95 UPS Charges added to all orders
30-20166-1 Santa Fe Dash 8 $299.95 Vis, MasterCard, Discover & American Express

VISIT OUR WEB PAGE WWW.THETRAINSHOP.COM FOR EASY ORDERING

B'TRA(:I[ New v5.0!

Jor Windows™
Graphical Sectional Track Layout Software - - i -

e "track layout software that doesn't requ.-‘r% CAD expertise" I;;:,:; .graphfcaf, e
-Multiple open layouts - copy/paste
between layouts.

-Multiple drawing layers, up to 128.
-2D Plan View for layout design.
-Component View for layout
inventory.

-Terrain View for creating benchwork
and terrain.

-3D View for realistic layout
visualization.

-Simulation View running trains and
checking layout operation.

-Modular Layout support, turn small
layout designs into component
modules.

-20 levels of Undo to back track from
mistakes.

-New tab interface, minimizes clutter.
---and much more---

Compatible with Windows XP, Windows Vista (32/64), and Windows 7 (32/64)

R & S Enterprises
phone: 717-865-3444 onaston PA47008 www.rrtrack.com

80 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2014


www.thetrainshop.com
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Proto-Locos’

The source for 2-rail M.T.H. Locomotives

We are the go-to guys for M.T.H. Electric
Trains Premier line scale-wheeled offerings
featuring the latest Proto-Sound® 3.0
electronics.

No shelf queens here. These trains are made
to run. Our scale 1:48 2-rail locomotives
feature AC and DC operating modes and
come equipped with DCC and DCS receiv-
ers. All power switching is done automati-
cally...no switches to throw; no buttons to
push. The onboard electronics automatically
g ~ sense and set the control mode.

Proto-Sound 3.0 features recorded sounds
573 L 3 A s pcioiE e ™ o ; including whistles, bells, and horns from
* Limited Production: * Inquiries welcome; Product real locomotives and realistic synchronized
Reservations encouraged searches conducted chuffing in steam locomotives...and even
and accepted * Quick, efficient, friendly realistic smoke if you choose.
* Large inventory service

“We are in the business to sell trains!”

www.proto-locos.com
email: protolocos4u@aol.com phone: 434-589-2660 fax: 434-589-4898

Serious Buyer

Travels anywhere to buy train collections!

Long time advertiser buying electric trains!
Specializing in larger train collections and estates.

Will travel anywhere for larger train collections.
In business for over 25 years.
Offers professionalism, confidentiality, and fairness.

Easy to deal with, and very honest!
Please contact Charles Siegel personally by phone, fax, letter, or e-mail.

Charles P. Siegel 321.799.4005

387 Imperial Blvd., Suite 2, Cape Canaveral, Fl 32920 Fax 321.799.4044

Email: frainman@ftraincity.com Web site: www.traincity.com
Charles Siegel is president and buyer for Train City, Inc.
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NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS

WODEL RACEREADING TORALL SEASINSs
VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL

2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008

Just 1 Minute off |-476 Exit 9
OGR #274 e 105 Years Selling Trains

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 « T&TH 10-7 « Sat 10-5 « Sun 10-5 (Nov-Dec)

MINIMUM ORDER : $30.00
15% Restocking Fee on Returns
Product information (610) 353.8585

For orders only: 1.800.848.9119 e Fax (610) 359.9846

Domestic Shipping Policy*
$0.00-$600.00 = $12.00
$600.01-$1400.00 = $16.00
$1400.01+ $25.00

*Orders including Track, Power and Control Items, Sets, Oversized
Items, Large Orders and Sale Items will be charged actual shipping

No P.O. Box #'s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax
Not responsible for typographical errors

USA Made Cars
LI0629994 Army Boxcar
LI0629995 Navy Boxcar .
LI0629996 Marines Boxcar.
LI0629997 Air Force Boxcar ..
L10629998 National Guard Bo
LI0629999 Coast Guard Boxcar ...
LI0639385 Navy Tank Car.........
LI0639386 Marines Tank Car
LI0639387 Marines Tank Car ........
LI0639388 National Guard Tank Car-....
LI0639389 US Coast Guard Tank Car..
LI0639391 Army Flatcar w. Crates ...
L10639392 Navy Flatcar w. Crates ...
LI0639393 Marines Flatcar w. Crates...
LI0639394 Air Force Flatcar w. Crates ............
LI0639395 National Guard Flatcar w. Crates ..
L10639399 Army Tank Car.........cccovvvrereeeennns
LIO681195 PRR Boxcar ..
LIO681197 SF Boxcar .....
LIO681199 PRR Tankcar.
LI0681201 GN Tankear.......
LI0681202 Santa Fe Tankcar
LIO681203 PRR Flat w. Crates..
LIO681204 SF Flat w. Crates.....
LIO681205 Timken Flat w. Crates...
LIO681206 GN Flat w. Crates ...........ccccevvenrnne

LionChief Plus Engines

LI0681295 AT&SF Mikado Jr w. Sound...........
LI0681296 GN Mikado Jr. w. Sound......
LI0681297 PRR Mikado Jr. w. Sound...
LI0681299 Chessie Mikado w. Sound ..
LI0681301 NYC Hudson w. Sound...
LI0681302 C&O Hudson w. Sound...
LI0681303 UP Hudson w. Sound .
LI0681304 CN Hudson w. Sound ..
LI0681307 B&O Pacific w. Sound..
LI0681308 CP Pacific w. Sound ....
LIO681309 SP Pacific w. Sound ....
LI0681311 Alaska Pacific w. Sound..
LI0638821 ATSF GP7..
L10638824 NP GP7 ....
LI0638825 UP GP7 ....
L10638827 CB&Q GP7 ...

Strasburqg Railroad
L10611169 Tank/Hopper 2 Pk

LI0626668 Flatcar w. Wheel Load....
LI0629978 Penn RR Museum Boxcar ..
L10630133 Ready to Run Passenger Set......

LIO637069 Crane Car.......cccoeeveeenenene
LIO637083 Coal Dump Car.
LI0637160 Girder Bridge ...
LI0681492 Searchlight Car.
MTH3090429 Switch Tower ...

Halloween Trains
LI0615072 Halloween Boxcar............ccccccounenee.
LIO615094 Sleepy Hallow Reefer..
LI0624264 Halloween People Pack..
LI0628428 Halloween Handcar .....
LI0628441 Transylvania Trolley .........ccccocecvnne.
L10629329 Peanuts Halloween Aquarium Car .
LI0629324 Walking Zombie Brakeman Car......

LIO637036 Jack O Lantern Globe Car..............
L10637038 Halloween Searchlight Car.
L10637058 Ghost Globe Car............cccocvevreenne.
LIO637081 Peanuts Jack O Lantern Flatcar.....
LIO637998 Halloween Haunted Station............
LI0639363 Peanuts Halloween Boxcar ...
L10681839 PFE Fright Express Reefer.
LI0681439 Pumpkin Head Handcar .....
L10681449 Zombie Trolley...........ccccovovvevreennne.

41.99

.$39.99
.$17.99
.$59.99

63.99
63.99
59.99

L10630214 Peanuts Halloween Lionchief Set. $224.99

56.99

.$34.99

49.99
63.99
56.99

.$48.99
.$57.99
.$60.99

72.99

*LIONEL SALE ITEMS**
Lionel Passenger Cars
LI0625646 Santa Fe Heavyweight 4 Pack. $299.99
LI0625651 Santa Fe Heavyweight 2 Pack. $154.99
L10625656 C&A Heavyweight 4 Pack........ $299.99
LI0625713 NYC Heavyweight 4 Pack......... $299.99
L10635259 Long Island Streamline 2 Pack . $59.99
Lionel Freight Cars
LI0615053 REA Waffle side Boxcar............. $24.99
LI0615054 C&NW Woodside Reefer.
LI0615060 K-Line by Lionel Boxcar
LIO615074 Mr. Goodbar Reefer....
L10615084 GN High-Cube Boxc
LIO615098 Lone Ranger Boxcar ...
LIO617682 Reading NE Caboose..
LIO617685 JC NE Caboose ...........
LIO617692 Lionel Lines Caboose....
LI0619368 Southern Offset Hopper
LI0626435 B&M Hopper Ice Breaker ...

L10626640 CN Barrel Car.................. $24.99
L10626643 D&RGW Jet Snow Car ... $39.99
LI0627031 Mopac offset hopper 3Pk .. $119.99
L10627086 GT 60’ Boxcar ..........ceucee $49.99
L10627087 CN 60’ Boxcar .............. $49.99
LI0627254 WP 60’ Heritage Boxcar. $49.99

L10627286 PW Scale 6464 2pk
LI0627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper.
LI0627642 VGN NE Scale Caboose.
LI0627699 PC NE Caboose...............
LIO627767 SF Pass 4pk w. Boxcar.
LIO627771 REA Reefer car............
LI0627850 CSX 60’ Boxcar........
L10627863 Merill & Ring Log Car..
LI0629739 B&M Transfer Caboose..
LIO631793 White Pass 3pk............ .
L10639348 NASCAR BoXcar..........coccururuenes $
L10639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Cty Box$37 99

*AMERICAN FLYER SALE ITEMS**

American Flyer Engines
L10642533 S&A SD70ACe Legacy.............
L10642543 C of G ES44AC Dummy...........
LI0642545 Conrail ES44AC Dumm
L10642547 Interstate ES44AC Dummy......
LI0642548 LV ES44AC Legacy ........
LI0642551 NKP ES44AC Dummy .
L10642553 N&W ES44AC Dummy ...
LI0642555 PRR ES44AC Dummy ...
LI0642556 Southern ES44AC Legacy.
L10642558 NS ES44AC Legacy
L10642559 NS ES44AC Dummy d
LI0642560 Monongahela ES44AC Legacy $329.99
LI0648162 Texas Special PA-1 AA Legacy $309.99
LI0648166 UP SD70ACe Legacy................ $299.99
LI0648179 PRR 2-8-8-2 Legacy.................. $699.99
LI0648178 AT&SF 2-8-8-2 #1795 Legacy .. $529.99
LI0648197 AT&SF 2-8-8-2 #1797 Legacy .. $529.99
LI0648198 N&W 2-8-8-2 #2020 Legacy ..... $529.99

American Flyer Rolling Stock

LI0648395 SP Pig Palace Stockcar .
LI0648570 PRR Gondola w. Covers
LIO648571 Santa Sleigh on Flatcar .............
LI0648635 Hershey Special Dark Hopper...
LI0648638 Route of the Reindeer Cvd Hop $39.99
LI0648828 Mr. Goodbar Reefer...........cccc.... 39.99
L10648835 Boy Scout Boxcar ... . $29.99
LI0648836 Eagle Scout Boxcar .... . $29.99
LI0648838 Penguin Seafood Reefer . $31.99
LI0649061 Christmas Music Boxcar ... . $49.99
LI0649946 SP Baggage Car ............. . $47.99
L10649958 AT&SF Full Dome Car. . $39.99
LI0649959 PRR Full Dome Car ...........c.c...... 39.99
LI0649960 Route of the Reindeer 3 Pack . $129.99

. $49.99
. $44.99
49.99
31.99

**LIONEL SALE ITEMS**

Lionel Engines
L10611233 PP&L Shay Legacy
LI0611319 PRR Red K4 Legacy ..
LI0611320 PRR Red K4 Conwv......... .
LI0611365 Weyerhauser Shay Legacy......
LI0611379 PRR A5 Switcher.
LI0611380 PRR A5 Switcher.
LI0611384 SF A5 Switcher....
LI0611387 ATSF Berkshire....
LI0611388 SP Berkshire ..........
L10611390 Lima Demo Berkshire
LI0611391 IC Berkshire
L10611410 Mohawk Pilot Undec Legacy...
LI061141X 1/2 NYC Scale Mohawk Leg.
L10611425 Alaska A5 Switcher
LI0611427 SP A5 Switcher
LI0611428 Milwaukee Road A5 Swi
L10611429 Southern A5 Switcher
LI0611430 GN A5 Switcher.............
L10611432 Lionel Lines S2 Turbine
LI0611433 PRR 681 S2 Turbine......
L10628307 Wabash Trainmaster .
L10628312 BN SD60 ..$
L10628333 NS/VGN Heritage SD-70 Leg

.$379.99
L10628369 NYC DD35
L10628384 CN Genset..........cccoverecucnennannes $499.99

L10628594 White Pass NW-2...
L10634520 NYC Shark Dummy B
LI0634677 Seaboard Centipede A.
LI0634676 PRR Centipede A 5 Strip:
L10634680 N de M Centipede A
L1063474x 5/6 Monon C420 Legacy...
L10638234 PRR Red/Silver GG1..
L10638235 PC Green GG1
L10638312 Santa Fe 2343 AA ..
L10638221 JC Alco AA...........

LI0638371 Rl Alco AA ..
LI0638389 UP F3 AA.................

LI063840X 5/6 Chessie AC6000 ..
LI063840X 7/8 WM AC6000.............
LI063841X 1/2 Family Lines AC6000.
LI063843X 6/7 LI H16-44..............
L1063844X 0/1 UP H16-44 .

L10638702 D&RGW F3 AA Le 479.99
LI0638707 WP F3 AB Legacy.. 439.99
LI0638710 WP F3 Dummy A.... 259.99
LI0638711 WP F3 Powered B.. 299.99

L10638729 PRR SD80 #9945....
LI0638751 CNJ F3 AA Legacy.
L10638754 C&NW F3 AA Legacy.
L10638760 CNJ F3 Powered B ....
LI0638761 CNJ F3 DummyB......
L10638762 C&NW F3 Powered B
L10638763 C&NW F3 Dummy B ..
LI0638864 Lionel Zephyr.........
L1063963X 6/7 S&A SD70 Ace
Lionel Motorized Units
LI0637061 UP Command Speeder.
LI0637062 NS Command Speeder.....
LI0637064 CSX Command Speeder ..
LI0637065 BNSF Command Speeder
L10637066 MOW Command Speeder
LI0637067 NYC Command Speeder..
LI0637068 CN Command Speeder .............. $82.99
L10639533 CP Command Inspection Truck $99.99
LI0639534 D&RGW Command Insp. Truck. $99.99
L10639535 GN Command Inspection Truck $99.99
L10639536 MKT Command Insp. Truck....... $99.99
L10639538 NKP Command Insp. Truck....... $99.99
L10639540 Southern Command Insp. Truck$99.99
LI0639541 SP Command Insp. Truck.......... $99.99
L10639542 Weyerhauser Cmd. Insp. Truck. $99.99

www.hnicholassmithtrains.com
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Building a Layout:
Uses for Foam Core Board

F oam core board or foam board is a sheet stock material that
can be used for all sorts of things on your layout. It consists of an
interior material of semifirm sponge foam that is laminated
between sheets of cardstock. The construction method of lami-
nating layers is good because it keeps warping to a minimum.
Photo 1 shows the edge of a sheet of 3/16” thick foam board.

These boards come primarily in either black or white. Other
colors are available in art stores, but these are the two most readily
available. It is important to note that black foam core board comes
with black surfaces and either black or white interior cores. Always
get the sheets that are black throughout because the edges of the
board are often visible in our applications as well as the surfaces.

Thicknesses range from 1/8” to much larger, but for our pur-
poses the most common thickness is 3/16”. The foam board
shown was 32”x 40”, but a little digging on the Internet shows
sizes up to 4'x 8” and thicknesses up to 1”.

Foam core board is available from art, hobby, and office sup-
ply stores as well as on-line if there are no stores handy to you. Just
run a Google search for the product, and you will get a quick edu-
cation. Sheets up to 3/16” thick will cut freely and cleanly with a
sharp knife. Foam board can be glued face-to-face, allowing you
to build up thickness for scenery purposes. I use 3M Super 77
spray glue, which is a form of rubber cement, or Elmer’s white glue
for gluing edges. The one glue to not use on foam board is CA
glue. The process of spraying the fixing agent on the CA glue
sometimes causes the CA to heat up, delaminating the paperboard
surfaces from the core.
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Photos 2 and 3 show one great use for foam core board, which
is an exact template I covered in Run 273. The template shown
was easily made by taping smaller pieces of foam board together.
In this case, I used some chair backs to hold the foam core board
at the right height as I worked.

You can draw right on the surface of foam core board with a
pencil, even if you are using the black foam core board. The pencil
lead shows up as a gray line on the black paperboard surface of the
foam board. I used a beam compass of a pencil and a center point
mounted to a yardstick for large arcs to score a radius on the foam
core board. The foam board is then cut using a knife to make a tem-
plate for drawing arcs on plywood. That is the way I made running
boards for track that will be mounted at different elevations.

On my former layout I had places where hinged scenery pan-
els would allow access to hidden places actually inside the layout
scenery—a place where I could store things I needed to get to eas-
ily and frequently. In Photo 4 the cardboard lattice scenery panel
hinges up to show a small caddy of handy materials frequently
needed for the layout (Photo 5). The caddy is made from custom-
cut white foam core board glued on the edge with Elmer’s glue.
The caddy is rugged and doubles as a backing for the hinged

scenery panel.

Using that idea, I also made some large removable sections of
scenery to provide access to trains that ran under the hill behind
the scenery (Photos 6 and 7). Once again, all I had were foam core
board baffles, a foam core board floor, and end panels glued
together. Those pieces were covered with my cardboard lattice
method of scenery construction and then covered with plaster
cloth to create the surfaces. The cardboard strips were glued with
hot glue to the foam board edges and then interwoven by apply-
ing a spot of hot glue at the crossings.

Perhaps the best use for foam core board is for making light-
weight, firm scenery layers for such things as building up gravel
parking lots, rail yard grounds, and other applications. In Photo 8
I have a relatively small area to build a freight yard in. The pencil
lines on the table surface indicate future track centerlines. Photo
9 shows the cork roadbed for the tracks being installed along the
pencil lines. These sidings will go over one of my hinged scenery
panels covered in Run 271. These hinged panels need to be as light
as possible, so using foam core board to build up these surfaces
instead of just adding lots of gravel will keep down the weight of
the hinged panel.

In Photo 10 I've laid out trackside operating accessories and
other trackside structures to determine what might be the best
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location for each. Most Lionel trackside operating accessories
work using either a vibrating mechanism or a motor mechanism.
Once their locations have been determined, I create vibration
dams out of strips of cork roadbed, dampening out the vibrations
to the tabletop (Photo 11). This trick makes the accessory work
much better as well as much quieter.

The nice thing about the cork roadbed and foam core board
is they are both the same thickness of 3/16”. That allows for the
use of the foam core board to fill in perfectly beside the cork.
Additional foam core board can then be used on top to build up
the surface scenery. Photo 12 shows the additional layers of foam
core board that allow the parking lot for the truck to put the truck
bed at just the right height for the dock of the forklift accessory.

In Photo 13 I've used two layers of foam core board: one 3/16”
and one 1/4” to get the surface up so it will be just short of the
base of the milk car platform. The addition of some gravel to the
top of this surface will make it just about right. That layer of gravel
will go right over to the edge of the outside rails of the yard track,
which is often seen in real rail yards. A final 3/16” layer of foam
core board for the road will let me place gravel for the yard right
up to the road’s edge. The surface of the road can then be painted
to complete the black-topped surface of the road.

If the edge of the road pavement is too close to the top of the
rail for the track, another great quality of foam core board is you
can press down the edge of the board to get it to fall just at or
below the edge of the rail. Once the foam core board is depressed
using the edge of a putty knife for example, it will stay at that
height. That will let wheels sit firmly on the metal of the track.

Photo 14 shows another way to use the depressible quality of
foam core board. Using just your fingertips, you can create tire
wear tracks in the pavement by simply pressing down where the
wheels have caused the natural depressions in the pavement. They
will show up even if a light gravel surface is added to the top of the
foam core board.

Making grade crossings is also very easy (Photo 15). On many
secondary paved roads used in rail yards, such a crossing usually
amounted to nothing more than additional blacktop material
being packed in between the rails with a slot cut out for the wheel
flanges. If you use operating cars, such as a log dump car, simply
depress the ends of the blacktop filler strips you place in between
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NEW FOR FALL
TOY TRAIN
REVUE 3

e Prewar, Postwar, Modern Era

e Layout stories

e Collections

e Operating tips

e Creating scenery

e Plus a little humor, so
expect the unexpected

Subscribe to all 3 issues in 2014
and pay only $14.99 plus P&H
for each issue. Your credit card
will only be charged when each
issue ships, and you may cancel
at anytime.

Single issue $19.99 plus P&H
Subscribers $14.99 plus P&H

Also available for streaming
or digital downloading on
our website www.tmbv.com

TM Books & Video
Box 9228, Michigan City, IN 46361
(219) 879-2822 | (800) 892-2822
See trailers at tmbv.com

the rails to keep the sliding shoe from
picking the ends of the filler blacktop.
Be sure that the foam core board mate-
rial being used to represent blacktop

between the rails also permits the
pickup rollers to sit firmly on the top of
the center rail. If they don’t, depress the
foam core board inserts to make sure

Have you visited our website lately?

GarGraves.Com

If not, you may not have seen our new

#810 Rail Pack: a dozen 8”or 12”rails for use
on flat cars, gondolas or as layout yard detail.
And while you’re there, take a look at our

other great GarGraves products!

a2 (Qraved

®  TRACKAGE CORPORATION
8967 RIDGE ROAD, NORTH ROSE, N.Y. 14516-9793
PHONE 315-483-6577

Websiie: GarGraves.com ¢ E-Mail: GarGraves @GarGraves.com

FAX 315-483-2425
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J&R TRAINS

Your Source for Williams
Visit Us Online at

www.jrtrains.com

610.446.5733 e sales@jrtrains.com
Orders ship USPS; All orders add shipping

Visa, Mastercard, Discover & Paypal accepted
OGR — 274

Williams Super Sale
Ringling Bros. 4-6-0 Baldwin ......$235.00
4-6-0 Baldwin Steam Locos .......$229.00
Ringling Bros. Rolling Stock......... $37-45

Christmas Set........cccceeveeeeeeenns $279.00
Lakeshore Limited Set................ $279.00
PRR or SF Passenger Set......... $235.00
RS3w. Sound ........ccovvvvieennnnn. $275.00
GP30 w. Sound.........ccovveeeeinnnnns $239.00
SD90w. Sound ........cccvvieeeins $220.00
Genesis w. Sound............cccueanee.. $229.00
Scale Alco FA-1 A/B w. Sound ...$329.00
Alco FA-2 w. Sound ................... $275.00
EZ-O Straight/Curve Section .........$4.50
EZ-O Terminal Section .................. $9.00
EZ-O Transition Section ................ $8.00
2332 Green 5 Stripe GG1.......... $150.00
Trolleys .....cccoeevieeniieeeinen.

Hand Cars

SF F3 AA Yellow/Silver...

F3AA. .,

44 Tonners .

Scale 44 Tonner w. Sound ......... $239.00
60" Aluminum Luxury Lines 4 Pk $279.00
60" Aluminum Luxury Lines 2 Pk $150.00
72' Heavyweights 4Pk ............... $200.00
72' Heavyweights 2Pk...... ...$100.00
Operating Cars..........cccu..... ....$79.00
Remote for Operating Car. .... $35.00
55 Ton HOPPErs ......ccecvevvevenenn, $40.00

Single Dome Tanks ...... e $35.00
Three Dome Tanks ....... e $35.00
BOXCArS ....ccccooeveeveeeeeeeieeeeeie $40.00

Flat w. Crates .......cccoveveveenienenn. $45.00
Reefer Cars .......ccccovvecennecnnens $40.00
Chase Cars.........cceeervaeenne .... $50.00
EZ Street Turnpike Set .............. $139.00
EZ Street Cars/Vans.......... ..$45/$49
EZ Street Track and Acc.............. $5-$17
they stay below the center rail. Pickup  stick up just slightly higher than the EZ" bStregt Switches ...........oceeeeeens g‘;’ggg
r?llers are often worn in the middle, roadway sur.fa\.ce to keep t.he Rickup Vlenc?i?]rg :/I o $715.00
right where they have rolled along the  roller from lifting off the rail as it rolls Barricades ........ccccoeceeeunruenceees $20.00
rail. That means the center rail must  over a grade crossing. Operating Crossing Gate.............. $20.00
More @ www.jrtrains.com
Jon Ulbright presents the 16th

Winter Massillon S &W parrs supery
TRAI N & Toy SH ow LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND AUTHORIZED
SERVICE STATION #91 PROVIDING EXPERT
REPAIRS TO PREWAR, POSTWAR AND ALL
Sunday, December 14, 2014 MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT AS WELL AS

10:00 am - 3:00pm * Admission: Adults $5.00 « Children 12 and under FREE (O AL W AR AN NI HE R

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com

Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9-5PM EST

Massillon Knights of 148 Doal F_?att)lurin@'ja:\II . Saturday: 10-2PM EST

Columbus Hall . ealer Tables - auges

988 Cherry Road NW . Rgnnin%‘L\?youts -_I_PartsE)Books %V&delos TEL - (51 8) 280-5197
. . - Farm intage Toys « Die-cast Models . q -

Massillon, Ohio 44647 - NASCAR Items » Food & Drink_« Free Parking 762 Whitney Drive Niskayuna, NY 12309

sponsored by CJ Trains ¢ Future Date: December 13, 2015 « www.cjtrains. NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping
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Even if you need to add grade cross-
ings through the curve on a curved track,
you can still make this happen with
foam core board. Using a soft lead pen-
cil, place the edge of the pencil lead on
the tops of all three rails and coat the
tops of the rails with pencil lead. Then
hold a piece of foam core board down on
the top of the rails and move it slightly,
just enough to get some of the lead onto
the surface of the foam core board. Lift
it off, and there are the marks showing
the exact location of the rails. Cut along
those pencil lines using a knife, and this
will result in a precise cut line for the
pavement butting up to the edges of the
outside rails as well as lines for the inserts
to be cut and filled in between the
center and outside rails.

There are many other creative uses
for foam core board. It can be used to
make interior floors and roofs for track-
side buildings. It can also be used as a
backing for printed building flats, which
will be added to backdrops (Photo 16).
Laminating the printed building onto
the foam core board and then carefully
cutting along the edges of the building
will add depth and dimension to the
building.

As my layout progresses, I'll show
you even more ways to make use of foam
core board in building a layout. For now,

go have fun!

Milwaukee Road “Patch Panel Boxcar”

g SCALECOAT MODEL I and Il PAINTS

PROT‘OTYPE-.SHowi\] G 25013 ' ) Enclosed Water Tank available
“All Brass Construction”
WHEN THESE CARS STARTED TO RUST AND DETERIORATE THE MILWAUKEE 1966 WEAVER MODELS
ROAD ADDED PANELS TO THE BOTTOMS OF THE SIDES TO MAKE THE CARS WWW.WEAVERMODELS.COM
OPERATIONAL AGAIN ON SALE: $89.95 . .
315 POINT TOWNSHIP DRIVE
H H 1 NORTHUMBERLAND, PA 17857
Custom cars for your club or organization... give us a call. RTHUMBERLAND, PA 17657
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cttrains.com

Specializing in O-Gauge Trains!

for fun &
enjoyment
rain or shine Let us be your source for MTH

non-cataloged regional items.

We are an Authorized Dealer for
Lionel, MTH, Atlas-O, Gargraves and
Ross Custom Switches.

vouke al.ways on tHe RIGHT teack
ST SELECTION OF

THE
MODEL TRAINS, AUTOMOBILES,
PLANES, BOATS, SCENERY & SUPPLIES IN TOWN

Catering to the model railroad enthusiast

DCC & Sound Installation Design Specialist
MN-HO-0- G Scales
Atlas-Digitrax - QS| - Proto 2000 - Soundtraxx
Lionel - MTH - NCE - Walthers -Thomas the Tank

Iltems shipped UPS usually the same day.

Browse our complete on-line inventory then give us a call.

VISIT OUR NEW EXPANDED LOCATION
AND IMPROVED ONLINE ORDERING!

C.T. McCORMICK HARDWARE
147 South Main Street

22939 Woodward Ave Ferndale MI 48220
248 545 5667phone 248 545 5668fax

WWW.RAINYDAYHOBBIES.COM

Zelienople, PA 16063
724-452-6130 Fax 724-452-6139

CAT D6R
Bulldozer

ONLY

565.95

Item # TR60001

High Detail
Diecast Construction
1:50 Scale

DHS DIECAST

R A 107 Karl St. Berea, OH 44017

800-591-1171

www.DHSDIECAST.com
T )

PRE WEATHERED RIGHT OUT OF

THE BOX...

HUGE LINE OF O DETAILS
GO TO OUR PRE AGED O DETAILS

& STRUCTURE PAGE

ANIMATED & DETAILED
Actual Rotating

c Roof Vent

ROTATIONAL WALL FAN

\pln-.Ju-.l like the real 1h|nb

mnmsum BUCKETS
Anm\mm%
BUCKETS
WWW.MODELTECHSTUDIOS.COM

MODEL TECH STUDIOS
PO Box 1497 N. HAMPTON NH 03862
EMAIL US AT MTSTS@HOTMAIL.COM

LEDS - AC compatible
Red, Green, White
Inverted lens
Focused lens
Frosted lens
4-in-1 Focused lens
Bayonet or screw base

MTRA12T Relay Made
SPDT 12VAC/DC o

15 amp contacts

Anti chatter wiLED indicator

LED-UC
ra I n I e c t rl cs Universal LED
= — Current limited!

= = gm—-
Electrical Supplies for the Model Railroading E nthusiast

4698 Arbor Grove Drive, Traverse City, MI 49685
Visit our website at www.trainelectrics.com
Order from our online store for fast service!

For any questions you may have,
send an email to infod trainelectries.com

DPDT-1 Relay 12VAC

Dixie Union Station

Visit our website for special features
www.dixieunionstation.com

MTH ¢ LIONEL ¢ ATLAS ¢ K-LINE
SUNSET BRASS ¢ ROSS TRACK

HOURS: M-F 1-8pm ¢ Sat. 10:00am - 7pm
(Closed Wed. & Sun.)

Rocky Lane ¢ Phone: (513) 459-0460
110 W. Main St. ¢ Mason, OH 45040
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THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Avenue #203, Yuba City CA 95993-8986
phone 530-673-6776 fax 530-673-5590

email: info@westerndepot.com web site: www.westerndepot.com
open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00am to 5:30pm

MTH Tinplate

Western Depot Exciusive!
10-3049-0 Two tone blue Monorail Trad. NOW 750
10-3049-1 Two tone blue Monorail PS 3.0 NOW 750
MTH TrADITIONS AND LIONEL LINES
10-3047-0 Red/cream Monorail Set Trad. NOW 750
10-3047-1 Red/cream Monorail Set PS 3.0NOW 750
10-3048-0 NYC grn/cream Monorail Trad. NOW 750
10-3048-1 NYC grn/cream Monorail PS 3.0NOW 750
11-6060-0 Lionel orange/bl Monorail Trad. NOW 750
11-6060-1 Lionel orange/bl Monorail PS 3 NOW 750
10-4066  Monorail 4-pack Straight Track NOW 40
10-4067  Monorail 4-pack Curved Track NOW 40
10-4068  Monorail 4-pack Risers NOW 50
10-4077  Monorail Figure 8 Expansion Set NOW 80

Set includes one powered car, two non-
powered cars, all with interior lighting, die-
cast hangar bases, 16 metal hangers, 8 curved
rail sections, and 8 straight rail sections with
the assembled oval measuring 42.5” by 118”.
Orders guaranteed with a $300 down payment.
Expected delivery Dec. 2014. Call for details.
Check our website for complete inventory
If it is there, we have it in stock.
www.westerndepot.com



www.rainydayhobbies.com
www.cttrains.com
www.dhsdiecast.com
www.modeltechstudios.com
www.trainelectrics.com
www.dixieunionstation.com
www.westerndepot.com

ufis Trains

Have a

Fun

Train
Season!

MTH, Atlas O & Lionel

Call us for pricing on
all your purchases!

Located on the Monon Trail
146 W. Carmel Drive
Carmel, Indiana 46033

Call 317.569.1999

mrmuffinstrains.org

Make Superstreets and
E-Z Street work for you...

Awiltis

A
e
Pt

A guidebook to Superstreets
and E-Z Street roadway and
vehicles-what they are, how
to use them, and how to fit
them onto model train
layouts, and maximize the
fun they can give.

Available later this year from
Amazon.com and other
distributors

Atlas O Indian Refining 8,000 Gallon Tank Car

3003811
e Highly detailed ABS body
® Metal grab irons, handrails and stirrups
¢ Die-cast chassis
® 50 ton Bettendorf trucks
¢ Die-cast articulated couplers (3-Rail)
® Body-mounted scale knuckle couplers and scale
33" wheelsets (2-Rail)
® Minimum diameter curve: 0-31 (3-Rail)
® Minimum radius curve: 24" (2-Rail)
® Two road numbers are available.

3-rail 64.95 2-rail 69.95
PO Box 2637

Call to order 805-226-0320

The Puflec Dellory Track

Paso Robles, CA 93447-2637
pdt212@gmail.com
www.publicdeliverytrack.com

Send $2 for Item Listing, RBISK
Price Info and Catalog ()])]‘ ‘l
See More Pics on FLICKR 484

WWW. modelcral‘ters com

CRAFTERS o
modelcrafters @ yrah 00.com

P.O. Box 2325 - Jenkintown, PA 19046 - (802) 310-6815

US Army M47 Patton Tank
on a 45' Drop Center Flat
Car w/Accessories on Flat
and wood plank deck.
All serial numbers
unique. Mod. No.
AV16-FCB.2USA
0-Gauge-3 Rail
$375. + $15. S & Ins.

ComMEMORATING THE UNITED STATES MILITARY RAILWAY SERVICE
Custom DEsIGNED * HANDCRAFTED * SIGNED * COPYRIGHTED

Make Your Dream Layout a Reality!
Museum Quality Custom Model Railroad Builders

The Nation’s Leading Hi-Rail Experts
Catering Exclusively to the Discriminating Enthusiast Since 1995

Saa Vidaos, Photos, dnd L o ——

muen, muen mora ... ——
www.smarttinc.com Scale Models, Arts &

@) rnouson ] Technologies,
\ \jj facebook : m Inc.

We Ship Anywhere’ Coast to Coast and Overseas!

P.O. Box 600505
N. Miami Beach,
Florida 33160

Tel. 305-949-1706
info@smarttinc.com

90 0 GAUGE RAILROADING DECEMBER 2014



www.mrmuffinstrains.org
www.publicdeliverytrack.com
www.modelcrafters.com
www.smarttinc.com

“Well Stocked Shelves”

Giclée Canvas Prints

These are two paintings created to look like one painting. They
were created for my nt of his two boys and their favorite
engines.They were designed to hang together but able to be
separated when the children grow up.

Call Angela to discuss ideas for a painting of your children or
your special memories. 570-510-0082

Mé Licensed by Lionel LLC

e
VISA

THE ONLY SIGNALS WITH SENSORS!

Z-Stuff's Trackside Signals
Built-in sensors mean you just
connect 2-wires to power and
put them next to the track.

Our sensors work in ANY light,
and now with the NEW DZ-1075

and DZ-1075M you can operate
any accessories or signals.

DZ-1075
or DZ-1075M
(Momentary)

DZ-1070 ___
Sensor
$28.00

)

DZ-1040
QN $85.00
smart'@ignals) Uaorta

Sensor wisolid

i}_ state relay 0.9am
" outputs $35.00

IDNEW

Thomas A. Yorke

Custom Model
Building

DZ-1080
$70.00

DZ-1050
$67.00

DZ-1060
$72.00

“Regardless of wheteher you need a

kit built or a full-blown scratch built

structure, I invite you to let me give
you a quote.”

Scratch Building

e Structures
¢ Vehicles

DZ-1065
$68.00

Z—étuff for Tra.ing

Making model railroading more fun!
See your hobby store or call:
ZstuffExpress.com 708-352-9105
Z-Stuff for Trains 585-377-0925

w.z-stuff.net

* Kit Building

Please visit my blog at:

www.tomyorkecustommodelbuilding.
blogspot.com
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www.angelatrottathomas.com
http://z-stuff.net/
www.tomyorkecustommodelbuilding.blogspot.com

The Helper Engine

George Brown

Backwoods Trains

Old wooden rolling stock and especially wooden passenger
cars in both 1:1 and 1:48 scales have fascinated me for years. Not
surprisingly, this is the dominant type of rolling stock offered by
manufacturers for On30 railroading—cars that frequently model
prototypes built in the late 1800s or early 1900s. The real narrow-
gauge railcars frequently hauled raw commodities such as minerals,
aggregates, or even logs out of remote locales that were frequently
hostile to construction of standard gauge railroads. In addition,
narrow-gauge passenger and baggage cars transported people,
consumer goods, and even mail into and out of areas that took
pack mules to reach before the narrow-gauge railroads were built.
These locales included mining towns of the American West,
logging camps of the Pacific Northwest or Maritime Northeast, or
simply backwoods settlements in just about any region of North
America. Other venues for narrow-gauge trains are tourist lines
winding their way through sparsely populated prairies, mountains,
forests, and the like.

The scale 34" convertible coach/observation car and the same-
length baggage car from the Bachmann Spectrum line of On30
trains are prime examples of narrow-gauge passenger equipment
that I find charming. Both of these molded plastic cars are
illuminated, ride on die-cast trucks, and have realistically flush
windows of clear molded plastic. In the roof of both cars are
molded translucent green clerestory windows. Handrails on the
end platforms as well as the truss rods underneath each car are
molded plastic.

The trucks, which ride on HO gauge rails, are free rolling,
which is putting it mildly. One of the cars decided to create a little
excitement in my evening by rolling off the end table where I had
them on display. I managed to catch the car en route to the floor
with its truss rods and handrails receiving some rather indelicate
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handling in the process. I immediately
thought I had damaged these pieces, but
much to my surprise and pleasure, they
survived my carelessness and their
momentary trauma intact.

On the #26202 convertible car, the
olive and black paint with the red and
gold pinstripe trim is downright striking,
at least to me. Although I noticed the
model’s trim in the illustration on the
Bachmann website and in the “Smoke
Signal” section of Run 273, I didn’t
appreciate the full effect of the precise
decoration until the car was in front of
me. The car is also available in burgundy
and black with the same gold and red
pinstripe trim as on the olive paint
scheme. Both color schemes are ready for whatever lettering the
car’s owner may want to apply. I'd likely go with a minimalist
approach and apply only the car’s road number, in gold of course.
Oh, either version of the car retails from Bachmann dealers or
directly from Bachmann for $69.00.

Inside the coach, a single line of seats is on each side of the
center aisle while the floor has simulated wooden planks. One
end of the car has a heating stove on one side and a lavatory on
the other side. The panel-style door to the lavatory has the
obligatory doorknob molded into it. As to the interior of
the lavatory, it is not detailed.

m m N/l
AR




A gold-painted simulated cast railing and two side gates are
included with the coach/observation car to convert either end to
an observation platform, which proved to be an easy process. I
simply unsnapped the selected platform end beam with its
handrails still attached and snapped the optional beam with the
preassembled observation railing into place. A gate for the car’s
steps snapped onto each end of the railing. As a side note,
I recommend gluing these gates to the end railing using a small
drop of CA cement on the upper and lower hinges.

The burgundy and black finish on the #26498 two-door
baggage car is attractively plain and ready for application of
whatever lettering and road name its owner may want. Personally,
I'd like the car without much lettering, again perhaps with just a
road number that is something a narrow-gauge line running on a
financial shoestring might do. Opening the sliding baggage doors
reveals a wooden plank floor inside. The retail price of the
coach/observation is $73.00.

The recently acquired baggage car and coach went into service
on my virtual On30 tourist railroad, which I dubbed the Big
Thicket Cabinet Line. The loop of 18” radius Bachmann E-Z
Track lay on the floor in front of the multiple tall and thick
cabinets that display my locomotive collection. To pull the cars,
I enlisted the service of the new Bachmann #29204 Whitcomb
50-ton center-cab diesel decorated in my line’s livery of red with
yellow trim. These colors celebrate the red dirt and yellow pines of
the East Texas Big Thicket country, which is the prototype locale
for my tourist line. To further promulgate this On30 fantasy, the
Whitcomb was acquired because the tourist line’s iron horse was
getting long in the tooth, although it hadn’t gone lame yet. With

- B B B - S - .

the summer vacation season still in full swing at this writing, the
line’s curator didn’t want to disappoint its riders with a possible
breakdown of the steamer.

Okay, to return to the real world of On30 railroading, the
baggage car and coach tracked the HO rails without a fault and
actually looked prototypically plausible behind the Whitcomb
diesel. Bachmann E-Z Mate couplers do what their name implies—
they mate easily. Behind a period-correct steamer, both cars were
realistic and nostalgic as either a short passenger train or with two
or three freight cars in a mixed-consist backwoods train. &

We build dreams... and MORE !

Latoad™

We Specialize In:
¢ Complex Multi-Level Track Plans ¢ Multi-Train
Operation * Operating Accessories * TMCC™
and DCS™ Control Systems ¢ Yards and
Switches ¢ Control Panels

Custom Model Railroads

Al Bridges available to purchase §
. for your layout .

East Coast Enterprises
www.trainlayouts.com
973-366-5788

_f]€

True Scene

THE PERFECT START FOR
GROUND COVER

"Terrain For Your Train"
Scenery Base Material for the 21st Gentury
NO PAINTING ¢ NO GLUING e NON-PERMANENT

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
www.truescene.com or 716-523-7305
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Scheduled Meets

Scheduled Meets listings cost $25.00 per issue. Listings may be placed via e-mail at info@ogaugerr.com or by regular mail. For more information, visit
www.ogaugerr.com and click on “Train Meets” in the menu displayed in the left-hand column.

November 8, 2014

COLUMBIA, MO - Central Missouri
Chapter Ozark Division TCA Show & Swap
Meet, Columbia Senior Center, 1121
Business Loop 70 East. 9a-10a TCA
members, 10a-3p public, Adm: $3, under 12
free. Info: Richard Malon, (573) 445-2446.

November 9, 2014

WALLINGFORD, CT - Classic Shows,
LLC Train & Toy Show, Zandri’s Stillwood
Inn, 1074 South Colony Rd., Exit 13 off I-
91. 9a-2p, Adm: $6, under 12 free with
adult. Info: (203) 926-1327,

www.ClassicShowsLLC.com.

November 15, 2014

ST. CLOUD, MN - Granite City Train
Show & Sale, National Guard Armory,
1710 Veteran’s Dr. 10a-3p, Adm: $6, 10
and under free. Buy or sell, displays,
children’s play area, food and refreshments.
Info: (320) 255-0033, or
edwardolson@cloudnet.com.

November 23, 2014

KIRTLAND, OH — Christmas Train &
Toy Show, Lakeland Community College,
AFC main gym, 7700 Clocktower Dr., I 90
and Rt. 306. 10a-3:30p, Adm: $6, 6 to 12
years $3, family $12. Info: (440) 256-8141,

www.cleveshows.com.

November 30, 2014

KITTANNING, PA — Train Show,
Kittanning Township Volunteer Fire Hall,
Rte. 422 east of Kittanning. 10a-4p,
Adm: $3, 12 and under free. Info:

David Campbell, 734 Freeport Rd.,
Butler, PA 16002, (724) 352-1113.

December 6, 2014

VENICE, FL - Holiday Toy Train
Show & Swap Meet, 50th anniversary
of First Christian Church, 1100
Center Rd. 9a-3p, Adm: $5, 12 and
under free. Dealers, operating
displays, train drag races, bell choir.
Info: Tim Evert, (941) 475-5278.

GERMANTOWN, MD - Toy Train
Show Fundraiser, Mother Seton
Parish Center, 19951 Father Hurley
Blvd. Over 50 dealer tables available,
$20. 9a-3p, Adm: $5, under 14 free.
Info: Navyben@verizon.net.
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December 6-7, 2014

TURLOCK, CA - San Joaquin Valley Toy
Train Operators Annual Train & Toy Show,
Stanislaus Fairgrounds, 900 N. Broadway.
Venders, operating layouts, free parking,
and Whistle Stop Cafe. Doors open at 9a,
Adm-$5, under 12 free. Info: Ed Cathcart,
(209) 479-4432.

December 13,2014

NASHVILLE, TN — Music City
Chapter Dixie Division TCA 21st
Annual Christmas Toy Train Show, State
Fairgrounds, Agricultural Bldg. 9a-4p,
Adm: $7, 12 and under free. Info: Vic
Petrone, 7600 Indian Spring Dr.,
Nashville, TN 37221, (615) 646-2232,

or www.dixiedivisiontca.com.

COLUMBUS, OH - 56th Buckeye Model
Train & Railroad Artifacts Show, Ohio
Expo Center, Lausche Bldg. 9a-4p, Adm:
$6, under 12 free. Info: Gordon Hartranft,
58 Creed Circle, Campbell, OH 44405,
(330) 755-1914, nlion02@aol.com, or

WWW.gserr.com.

December 13-14, 2014

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL — 6th
Annual Toy & Train Show, Saint Marks
school gym, 3395 Burns Rd. Sat. 9a-3p,
Sun. 11a-3p, Adm: $7, under 12 free.
Info: Will Wagner, (561) 373-9603,
wwainc@comecast.net, or
www.derrickwagnerfoundation.com.

December 14, 2014

MASSILLON, OH - C ] Trains Winter
Train & Toy Show, Knights of Columbus
Hall, 988 Cherry Rd. NW. 10a-3p, Adm:
$5, 12 and under free. Tables, 148 at 8" $20
each. Info: Jon Ulbright, (330) 262-7488
after 6p EST, cathijon@sssnet.com, or
Www.cjtrains.com.

December 20-21, 2014

TAMPA, FL — 12th Tampa Model Train
Show, Florida State Fairgrounds, Special
Events Center. 20th 9a-5p, 21st 10a-4p,
Adm: $8, under 12 free. Info: Charles
Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington,
VA 22213, rrshows@aol.com, or
WWW.gSEIT.Com.

Does advertising
in O Gauge
Railroading

Really Work?

... It just did!!!

"When hobbyists think of smoke fluid they think of Mega-Steam...It just smokes better!"

l'l"s MEGA-STEAM .

Srmioke FEluid,

46 PREMIUM SCENTS AVAILABLE!!!

* Superior smoke output
* Quick dissipation -- does not fog up your trainroom

» Safe in ALL manufacturer’s smoke units

* Proudly Made in the U.S.A. by train hobbyists

* Using only the purest & finest ingredients under strict quality control
* Celebrating 12 years of service to the hobby

* Known as “World’s Finest Smoke Fluid”

$5.00 per 20z dropper bottle $16 per 8oz refill bottle
Shipping charges as posted on our website or call for current rates.

www.megas team.com

MEGA-STEAM ° 11 Out of Bounds Road
Palmyra, VA 22963 * email:jkmegasteam@aol.com

For Visa / MC orders and info:
(434) 589-2660 *10am to 6pm EST

2014


mailto:wwainc@comcast.net
http://www.cjtrains.com
http://www.gserr.com
www.megasteam.com
mailto:info@ogaugerr.com
http://www.ogaugerr.com

™

3ac zéhop
Products

Over 100,000 feet of this wire is
now in service running O Gauge

| #16W 50

[ [ =M | AN LAYOUT trains and accessories all over the
Products WIRE - 50 ft. country!

14 Gauge

50 ft. oo, $20.95*
100 ft. ..coenireeeeen $38.95*
250 ft. ..o, $90.95*
16 Gauge

STV i S $17.95*
100 ft. ....oooeeeeereeeeeees $28.95*
250 ft. oo $65.95*

*Plus Shipping and Handling

* Tested and Approved by O Gauge
Railroading’s Backshop Foreman
Jim Barrett.

Don’t forget the wire strippers...

Wire Strippers

* Strips wire from
AWG24 to AWGS8

* Works great with our
14 and 16 gauge
Train Layout Wire

$16.95*

Check us out on the Web at
www.ogaugerr.com

facebook.com/ogr

* 16 Gauge and 14 Gauge
Stranded for Flexibility.

¢ Excellent for Both TMCC and DCS.

Shipping and Handling Charges

United States Foreign Y -I- h“
81 =850 ueiiiieeseersiiraans $9.00 S/H....... $18.00 S/H uu u e
$50 - $100 ......oueeeeranras $11.00 S/H....... $22.00 S/H Broadcast Yourself™

$100 g $200 oo $13.00 S/H.......$26.00 S/H
OVer $200 ..o FREE CALL FOR INFO
CALL 800-980-6477
- 0GR Publishing, Inc. - < B = A
33 Sheridan Road
I~{e):Y»]/Y[efl Poland, OH 44514 “All major credit cards accepted”
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AZ Mesa
Specializing in O, 027, MTH, Lionel, Atlas O
Largest selection of current O gauge trains in the state!
PS2, PS3 and Legacy experts! Closed Sun & Mon.

Ml

ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT
755 McKellips Rd Ste 5 480-833-9486
www.arizonatraindepot.com

Dealer Roundhouse

CA Burbank
So. Cal's leading "O" Gauge store!
3rd Rail, Centerline, GarGraves, QSIndustries,
TM Books & Videos, Woodland Scenics.

Mt
THE TIiT\IN SHACK INC
1030 N Hollywood Way 818-842-3330
www.trainshack.com

CA Culver City
A friendly model railroad store since 1946.
3 miles from LAX. All scale, all sizes including Marklin.
Fleischman and Digitrax too. Info@alliedmodeltrains.com

ALLIED MODEL TRAINS
4371 Sepulveda Blvd 310-313-9353
www.alliedmodeltrains.com

CA Pasadena
Exclusively Trains since 1951. Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB,
Athearn, Atlas. Open 7 days. Large selection of
0-0n30 - 027 - G. Brass, books & tools.

i@ o Hifit
THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP
2490 E Colorado Blvd 626-796-7791

www.thewhistlestop.com

CA Roseville (Sacramento)
Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Atlas, MTH, GarGraves, brass imports, books, detail parts.

Open 7 days.

L
RAILROAD HOBBIES

119 Vernon St 916-782-6067
www.rrhobbies.com

CA Westminster
100% model railroading! Operating layouts!
Great selection of books, magazines, videos and supplies.

@ & ~w

MILEPOST 38 TOY TRAINS
6462 Industry Way 714-893-1015
www.milepost38modeltrains.com

CA Yuba Ci
Williams entire catalog in stock. Same day shipping.
Written order confirmations. Huge inventory of tinplate,
Hi-rail O, 027, books, videos, tools and supplies.

WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave, Ste 203 530-673-6776
www.westerndepot.com

CO Arvada
EXPERT REPAIRS

Lionel New and Old - MTH - Atlas O
American Flyer - Marx - Electric RR Company

i
ONLY 3 RAIL

9548 W 58th Ave.
www.only3rail.com

303-638-8357

CO Louisville
Full Service Train Store specializing in O Gauge
Authorized Lionel service center. Other scales available.
Mon-Wed 10-6, Thur-Sat 10-7 closed Sunday.

TIM'S TOY TRAINS

1140 E South Boulder Rd 303-666-5468
www.timstoytrains.com

CT Cos Cob

Well rounded store featuring special orders.

M-S 9:30 to 5:30. Closed Sunday.

405 E Putman Ave

ANN'S HOBBY CENTER
203-869-0969

DE Ocean View
Lionel new & used. Atlas, Bachmann, MTH. We buy used

trains. Auth. Lionel repairs. Large inventory of used HO trains.

Tues-Sat 11-4:30 Closed Sun/Mon. No sales tax in DE.
SEASIDE HOBBIES

15 Daisey Ave 302-539-1601

FL Miami
Largest all train store in the south. Z, N, HO, O, On30, S, G,
Stand Gauge. MTH, Lionel, Atlas O, Weaver, Williams and
LGB. Open Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-3.

Gartjraves =Mie
READY TO ROLL INC

831 NW 143rd St 305-688-8868
www.readytorolltrains.com

FL Orlando
O scale and Lionel.
Factory authorized Lionel repair station.

COLONIAL PHOTO & HOBBY INC.
634 N Mills St 407-841-1485
www.colonialphotohobby.com

FL Pensacola
All scales - Buy, Trade and Sell. Operating Layouts.
Tuesday through Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N Palafox St.

www.trains-usa.com

850-478-8584

FL Sarasota
Trains! Trains! Trains!
Operating O gauge layout.
Mon-Thu 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-5.

Gostfrrns vifi
GULF COAST MODEL RAILROAD

3222 Clark Rd 941-923-9303
www.gemrr.com

GA Atlanta
"The Best Train Store In Atlanta." Full selection of O Gauge
items. Repairs on premises.

Friendly staff, ireat service, best prices!

LEGACY STATION
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy 770-339-7780
www.legacystation.com

IA Urbandale
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Weaver, 3rd Rail, Arttista,
Williams, DPM, detail parts - supplies.
Rte I-80/35 Exit 129, 2 miles south

HOBBY HAVEN

2575 86th St. 515-276-8785
www.hobbyhaven.com

IL Berwyn
Largest selection of 3-rail O gauge trains in Chicagoland.
In store layout. Authorized Value Added dealer & service.
Open 6 ays

BERWYN'S TOY TRAINS
7025 Ogden Ave 708-484-4384

www.berwynstoytrains.com

IL Chicago
Largest variety of 3-rail, K-Line Superstore.
Repairs done in-house. Books & video tapes.
Service is the key to our success. Give us a call.
CHICAGOLAND HOBBY
6017 Northwest Hwy 773-775-4848
www.chicagoland-hobby.com

KS Overland Park
0, S, HO, N, G and Z scales. Lionel and MTH authorized
service center. New,used and vintage trains and memoriablia.
Lionel, MTH, AF, Marklin and LGB

M A e
FRED'S TRAIN SHOP

7327 W 80th St 913-383-3500
www.fredstrainshop.com

KS Overland Park
0 Gauge, HO, G and N scale. Lionel, MTH authorized service
center. Mon - Fri 9t0 5, Sat 10to 4

FRANK'S TRAIN SHOP
15105 Metcalf Ave 913-681-6830
WWW. com

MD Cockemswlle
Authorized Lionel & MTH Sales & Service. Great selection of
0, HO, & N scale trains from most manufacturers.
Books, DVDs, & Scenery products.

M B KLE
243A Cockeysville Rd 410-229-9995
www.modeltrainstuff.com

MD Forest Hill
Model Trains & Accessories. All gauges and makes.
Hi-Rail & Scale bought, sold and repaired.

Railroad Gifts!

FOREST HILL STATION
15 E Jarrettsville Rd 410-893-1089

MD Gaithersburg
Trains and more serving your creative needs.
Primarily O and HO, scenery and tools. Order N & G.
Authorized repairs and upgrades available.

ENGINE HOUSE HOBBIES-GAITHERSBURG
3

1A East Diamond Ave 01-590-0816
www.enginehousehobbies.net

MD Leonardtown
Specializing in Lionel Corporation Tinplate!
Authorized dealer for all O Gauge manufacturers.
3 operating layouts of all gauges, Z thru G. M-F 9-5, Sat 9-3

Ml

SIDE TRACK HOBBIES
25479 Point Lookout Rd 301-475-5381

MD Mount Airy
All gauges G to Z. Lionel, Flyer, American Models, LGB,
Marklin, Atlas. Trains, accessories & scenic materials.
Authorized Lionel Svc. Station. Since 1910. Visit our website!

TRAIN DEPOT-MOUNT AIRY
1 South Main St 301-607-8155

MD Thurmont
We speak fluent O Gauge. Atlas O, GarGraves, K-Line,
Lionel, MTH, Weaver. We buy collections.

email - trainspj@aol.com
Gertrams vl

CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN TRAINS
3 West Main St 301-271-5491

ME York Village
Most scales available. New Pre-owned and vintage. Working
Layout! Jan - Apr open Thurs thru Mon 10-5. May - Dec -

Open DAILY 10 - 5.

YORK VILLAGE MARKET PLACE
891 US Route 1 207-363-4830

www.sid khobbies.com www.traindepotmd.com WWW. ins.com www.yorkvill .com
MI Fraser MI Saginaw MO St. Louis NC Sﬁencer
Specializing in 2-rail O scale. Auth. Lionel Service/Heritage Dealer, MTH, Weaver, Atlas O, Lionel & American Flyer Specialists. , Lionel, Atlas, HO, N, Z, books & videos!

We stock all O scale brands in depth!
Open 7 Days - Credit cards accepted.

P & D HOBBY SHOP

31280 Groesbeck Hwy 586-296-6116
www.pdhobbyshop.com

LGB, Walthers, Aristo-Craft. Parts, paints, tools, supplies.
Mon - Sat 9:30-5:30

=M Gorroces
BRASSEUR ELECTRIC TRAINS, INC

410 Court St 989-793-4753

www.traindoctor.com

Large selection at discount prices. We buy, sell and repair.
Value-added Dealer & Service Station.

ELECTRIC TRAIN OUTLET
9517 Page Blvd 314-428-2211
www.electrictrainoutlet.com

Authorized Lionel & MTH Service Center
Tuesday through Saturday - 10:00 to 5:30

LITTLE CHOO CHOO SHOP INC.

500 S Salisbury Ave 800-334-CHOO
www.littlechoochooshop.com

NC Winston-Salem
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, K-Line, Sunset/3rd Rail.
Large selection of older MTH. Store layout.

Firstin O Eauge! Mon-Sat 10 to 6.

TRAIN LOFT
4007-B Country Club Rd
www.trainloft.com

336-760-9817

NJ Aberdeen
MTH Mega Station HO, N and O Gauge.
Tin Plate and Standard Gauge. Sales and Service.

Open 7 days

HOBBY SHOP-ABERDEEN
1077-C, Route 34 732-583-0505
www.hobbyshopnj.com

NJ Barnegat
Lionel and MTH Authorized Service Station.
Lionel Value Added Dealer. Electric Railroad Company
Command Control and Sound Kits Sales & Installations.

ALL ABOARD TRAINS-BARNEGAT
8 Transom Lane 609-693-2552
www.allaboardtrains1.com

NJ Cedar Grove

Authorized Marklin, Lionel, Sales.
LGB, 027, HO, N and Z scale trains.
Sales and Service!

& il Wil maridin
TONY'S TRAIN TOWN-CEDAR GROVE

575 Pompton Ave 973-857-2337
www.tonystraintown.com

NJ Newton
Authorized Lionel and MTH sales & service.
New and used trains in a friendly place.
Tues. - Sat. 10 AM - 5 PM Thurs. evening until 8 PM

Gerns ifin

FEELS LIKE HOME LLC
185 Spring St 973-383-9100
www.feelslikehomeonline.com

NJ Somerville
All scales N thru G, Open Tues-Fri 11-7 Sat 11-5 Sun 12-4
Also stock Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics, Scenic
Express, Atlas, Lionel, MTH. Custom orders encouraged.

Ml

BIG LITTLE RR S.I-TOP
63 W Main St 908-685-8892
www.biglittle.com

NJ Totowa

Lionel, K-Line, GarGraves, Atlas. Ameri-Towne Buildings.
Authorized Lionel Service Station.

New and Used. Buy and Sell.

@ e

WALKER'S HARDWARE
294 Union Blvd 973-942-2694

NV Las Vegas
Lionel, MTH trains and accessories. New and used.
Buy, sell, repair. Value-Added Dealer and Service Station.

Ml
TRAIN ENGINEER

2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754
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Dealer Roundhouse

NY Freeport
Long Islands oldest hobby shop.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, S, HO and N gauges.
Since 19486. Visit us or our website!

NASSAU HOBBY CENTER INC.
13 W Merrick Rd 516-378-9594
www.nassauhobby.com

NY Tappan

Trains in all gauges, Lionel current, pre and postwar, Weaver,
MTH, Atlas O, GarGraves, LGB, REA, Thomas, Learning
Curve. Monday thru Saturday 10-6.

OLD & WEARY CAR SHOP INC
33 Rte 303 845-680-0405
www.theoldandwearycarshop.com

OH Akron
A MASSIVE amount of O Gauge trains.
We specialize in hard to find MTH and Lionel trains.
Wed - Fri 11-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5

=Ml Garrcoes
AARON'S CITY TRAINS
587 Grant St. 234-678-3482
www.aaronscitytrains.com

OH Avonlake

3 Rail, 2 Rail and O Gauge Accessories

Quality Customer Service

UNCLE RAY'S TRAINS
32961 Pinoak Pkwy Suite 3 440-933-0609
www.uncleraystrainsoh.com

OH Cleveland
Cleveland's largest Lionel dealer. MTH, Williams, Flyer and
Marx. Lotsa old stuff. Expert train repair.
All credit cards accepted. Call for hours.

TRADING POST TRAIN SHOP
4394 Pearl Rd 216-661-7300

OH Columbus
Exclusively Model Trains! O - HO - N - G scale.
Books, DVDs, magazines, scenery products and more!
Open 7 days.

TRAIN STATION-COLUMBUS
4430 Indianola Ave 614-262-9056
www.trainstationohio.com

OH Columbus

Specializing in Z, N, HO, O and G Scale European &
American Model Trains. Marklin, Walthers, Lionel, MTH,
Atlas. We Buy and Sell Used Toys and Trai

ROBBIES HOBBIES

4578 N High St. 614-265-7288
www.robbies-hobbies.com

OH Mason (Cincinnati)
Full service trains, all scales new and old
bought, sold and traded.

DIXIE UNION STATION
110 W Main St 513-459-0460

www.dixieunionstation.com

OH Oberlin (W. Clev.)
Where the bull stays in the barn
and the train rolls down the track.
Authorized MTH Service & Demo Center

i

STOCKYARD EXPRESS

PA Blue Ridge Summit
Train specialists with a large selection of O, HO, N scales.
Ready-to-Run kits & scratch-building supplies.

+if G Gertprorms

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY

PA Broomall
Lionel, American Flyer, Williams, new MPC, Standard O and
S gauges bought, sold, traded. Authorized Service Center.

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS INC

PA Elizabethtown
Lionel authorized value added dealer SS#250
See our large selection of Lionel trains
M&T12-6 / Th12-9 / Fri12-5 / Sat10-4

i

BARRY'S TRAIN SHOP

49293 Plate Rd 440-774-2131 15066 Buchanan Trl E 717-794-2860 | 2343 W Chester Pk 610-353-8585 | 2 W High St 717-367-4745
www.stockyardexpress.com www.mainlinehobby.net www.nstrains.com
PA Hanover PA Imperial PA Irwin

PA Feasterville (Phlla.z
Lionel, Flyer, LGB, K-Line, MTH, Marklin, HO, N, Z
Large displays. Buy/Sell/Repair. M-F 12 - 8. Sat 10-5
Sunday 10-5 December Only. Closed Sat In July & August

Mt

JOES TRAIN STATION

New and used O and S gauge trains. MTH and Lionel
authorized dealer and service center.
Open Tue - Fri 12-5 Sat10-4

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED

MTH, Lionel, Kline, Atlas-O, Gargraves, USA Trains,
scenery supplies, repairs. O, HO and G Scales.

Collections bouihl. Large MTH Inventory.

IMPERIAL TRAIN CO.

Authorized Lionel Service Center #251.
Carrying a big line of die-cast cars & trucks.
Sales, service, and repair on all makes and models.

=Ml Garljacoes

LEN'S TRAINS AND CUSTOM DIE-CAST

21 East Street Rd 215-322-5182 | 38 York St 717-637-4717 | 450 Penn Lincoln Dr 724-695-7552 | 132 Lauffer Ln (Mars Hill Rd) 724-446-9791
www.joestrainstation.com www.imperialtrainco.com www.lenstrainshop.com
PA Leola PA Mercer PA New Castle

0, 027, HO, S. Authorized Lionel Service Station #344.
Buy, sell, trade, repair and restore toy trains.

Goies D TP

s g & e

Specializing in all O Scale needs from track, scenery and
Artista figures. Premier MTH and 3rd Rail brass locomotives.
Stop by and see our 21'x10' fully detailed DCS & TMCC

SU0S

Buy/sell/trade,repair all types of trains. Giant Lionel miniature
village display during holidays. M,W,F 12-5, Sat 10-4 Holiday
Hrs. M, W, F 12-9, Tu. & TH. 12-5, Sat 10-5, Su 12-5.

PA Salunga (Lancaster)
New and used O and HO trains, tools, scratch building
supplies. Full line hobby shop.
Tue, Wed, THUR 10 -6 Fri 10-7 Sat10-4

COOL TRAINS HOBBIES

CONESTOGA HOBBIES MERCER JUNCTION THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SHOPPE
321 E Main St 717-656-0666 | 151 N Diamond St 724-662-1110 | 1906 Wilmington Rd 724-652-4912 | 106 W Main St 717-898-7119
WWW. junction.com WWW. drrshop.com www.cooltrains.com
PA Strasburg PA Uniontown PA York SC West Columbia

From trains to scenery, everything for the layout builder.
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Open 7 days.

Next to Choo Choo Barn.
@G Gertrcms

CHOO CHOO BARN, INC.
717-687-7911
www.etrainshop.com

Rte 741 E

Lionel, MTH, Atlas. Authorized Lionel & MTH warrenty repairs
Open 7 days M-F 10 - 7, Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5

GET A HOBBY
724-438-7246

www.getahobby.net

35 W Main St

Train specialists in O, HO, S and standard gauge.
Most diversified selection of MTH in mid-atlantic region.
Loaded, one of Americas 10 best shops.

i

17 Market St

B & E JUNCTION
717-699-1234

All Scales - All Major Brands of Model Railroad Equipment.
We buy and sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10 to 6. Closed Sunda

Qs W [

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St 803-791-3958

TN Murfreesboro
Authorized value added Lionel dealer. Large rolling stock
selection. Pre-war, Post war & current. Large selection of
engines & accessories. 0-HO-N scales. Open Mon-Sat 9-5

THOR'S MODEL TRAINS
416 F Medical Center Pkwy 615-895-6918

UT Salt Lake City
All scales available. Five operating layouts. Scenery supplies,
paint, DCC. Buy and sell all scales.
Hours 10-6 M - S Closed Sunday. All major Credit cards.

SU0S

TRAIN SHOPPE
2964 S State St

801-322-2729

com

VA Chantill
Authorized Dealer/Repair Center for MTH and Lionel.
Athearn - Model Power - Atlas - Am. Flyer. 1-1/2" Ride on.
G,0,5,HO,0n30,N,Z Scales. RC Boats/Planes/Cars.

TRAIN DEPOT-CHANTILLY

713944 | Willard Rd 703-953-3767
www. biz

WWW.

WWW. com

VA Manassas
Northern Virginia's largest train store!
Pre-War and Post War Lionel in stock.
Expert train repairs.

S i e Wi

TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497
www.toytrai com

VA Staunton

Lionel Svc. Center #117, 3rd Rail, HO, N. Plastic models &

supplies. Rockets. RC Cars. Garrett Metal Detectors.
Thomas Wooden RR Items. M-F 10-6. Sat. 10-5. Sun 1-4pm
Willlame)
STAUNTON TRAINS & HOBBIES
331 N Central Ave 540-885-6750
WWW. com

WA Tacoma
Large selection of O gauge trains, scenery, paints & tools.
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.

TACOMA TRAINS & HOBBIES

3813 North 26th St 253-756-7517
www.tacoma-trains.com

WI Butler
Lionel, MTH, LGB, American Flyer, Matchbox Toys
Authorized Lionel and MTH Service Center
REPAIRS - BUY - SELL - TRADE

SOMMERFELDS TRAINS INC

12620 W Hampton Ave 262-783-7797
www.sommerfelds.com

WI Green Ba
Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics.
Books, videos, magazines. Buy-Sell-Trade-Repair.
M 12-7, T-F 10-5. S 10-2. Nov - Mar

GB TRAIN SHOP
1353 Velp Ave 920-496-9697

www.railtycoon.com

*Include 150 characters of copy

-Your store name, address, phone number, and website in each issue
- Display up to four logos featuring the top manufacturers in the hobby

-Your website linked to the OGR website
-Ads listed by state, making it easier for readers to find your location

ROADING

Have Your Dealership Listed Here for Only $150 a Year!

Call: 1-800-980

6477 for Details
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In Our Next Issue...

Extreme scenery makeover by Jim Policastro

Tom Yorke guides us step by step through
“staining” plastic models

Joey Ricard describes how he uses chalk
to realistically weather models

Your editor takes a look back at
0 gauge in 2014

You’ll find all this and much more
in Run 275, our January 2015 issue.
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Model Railroad Custom Benchwork ....10
Model Tech Studios........ccoveevveeveennenne.. 89
Model Train Store of NJ ....ccoovevevennnenn 27
Modern Toy Train Parts........ccccccccueneee. 73
Mr. Muffin's Trains .....cccceveeeveereeennennen. 90
MTH Electric Trains, Inc. c.ocoooveeeeueenn. 10
Nassau Hobby Center, Inc. .................. 75
Nicholas Smith Trains .......ccccevveeveeevenns 82
NJ International, Inc. ...cccoocveveiiniinnnne 18

OGR Publishing, Inc. ........ 15, 38, 77,95
Patrick's Trains ....ccceveeereeeeeereeereeeneenne. 37
Plasticville Collectors Association ........ 18
Public Delivery Track ......ccceoeoivireucnns 90
Quality Adjustments ..........ccccccueueunnnnn. 24
R & S Enterprises .......ccocovvevevereecennnnne. 80
R. Bishop Model Crafters .................... 90
R&L Lines LLC .....coovvvevveeeiieeeeeeennen. 74
Rainy Day Hobbies .......c.ccoevvirininunnnee 89
Ready to Roll, Inc...c.cocvveueinieiiininicncnnns 36
RMT DIrect coeeeevvveeeeeeevieeesveeeenveeennen. 19
Ross Custom Switches..........cceeuneene. 3,70
Roundhouse South ........ccoeevvvevieennnnen. 13
Royz Trains, LLC.......ccccevvviiiiniinnnne. 18
S & W Parts Supply.....ccccceveeeeririrunenennes 87
Scale Models Arts & Tech......c.covveueen. 90
Scenic EXPress ...cc.coeevevveiiinieciiinneienins
Side Track Hobbies

Stockyard EXpress ........cccoceeeiviiiiicninnes
Sunset Models - 3rd Rail .................... 100
T-Tracker Il .ooeiieieieceieeieceeeeeeeeene 74
Thomas A. Yorke Design Studio .......... 91
TM Books & Video ......c.ccovevvvevveennns 86
Todd's Train Depot ......c.ceucucueuiienennne. 19
Train City .ooceeevveveveneiienccesceceen 81
Train Electrics, Inc. «oooeveeeveeecieeeeeennee. 89
Train World

Trainz.com

True Scene Modeling..........ccccccceueinene 93
Weaver Models .....ccooovevvveeveeieiiiennenns 88
Western Depot .......ccoeciiiiiiiiiniiiinnns 89
Z Stuff oo 91
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Bachmann is excited to introduce the DCC-equipped Narrow Gauge Whitcomb Diesel to our On30 line. Advertised
in its day as a “Little Giant of Industry,” these hard workers handled duties everywhere from industrial rail yards
to sugar plantations. DCC-equipped, this model is ready for the addition of 16-bit Tsunami® plug-and-play
prototypical sound. (Separate-sale Item No. 44955, Whitcomb Plug-and-Play Sound Module, required for
sound-on-board performance.) With or without sound, our feature-loaded Whitcomb Diesel is ready to make a
giant impact on your narrow gauge railroad!

Features include:

(1)

¢ DCC-equipped for speed, direction, and lighting ¢ dual balanced brass flywheels

» sound-ready with factory-installed speakers * metal handrails

¢ dual-mode NMRA-compliant decoder * photo-etched brass grilles

* die-cast construction « metal cut levers

e soft white LED directional headlights * detailed cab with engineer, gauges, and control stand
* precision motor * optional die-cast bell and horn included

* eight-wheel drive * E-Z Mate® Mark II couplers

MIDWEST QUARRY PAINTED, UNLETTERED PAINTED, UNLETTERED
Item No. 29201 ORANGE and CREAM YELLOW with BLACK STRIPES
Item No. 29202 Item No. 29203
PLUG-AND-PLAY
WHITCOMB
o | R e sypENG Yow:
e, 1° . MSRP $129.00 MSRP $435.00
.3. ENEE=]

Bachmann Industries, Inc. * 1400 East Erie Avenue * Philadelphia, PA 19124 USA » www.bachmanntrains.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 2015
D&RGW L-131 2-8-8-2.

' T S Green or Black Boiler

UTH SHORF |
- JOUTH BHORE |

Series 700 Electrics

PULLMAN SLUMBER
COACH IN ALUMINUM

AVAILBLE IN B&O,
; CB&Q, NYC, MP, NP,
pampnt=) N 6 T 0 N I AMTRAK.

N B .
3] L] - - A perfect addtion to your
SivEn FsT EE— Zephyr Train.
RESERVE YOUR

CHOICE TODAY
PHOTOS BY: brasstrains.com
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THIRD RAIL DIVISION SUNSET |V|ODELS INC.
16 Beta Court - San Ramon, CA - 94583 - 92 20 7701 - fax 925-820-7709 - www.3rdrail.com
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