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ON THE COVER
A Pennsy G5 from MTH eases through a curve in 
an industrial area adjacent to a small harbor on Greg
Annett’s 3-rail O gauge layout. A harbor scene 
occupies one corner of the layout and is one of many
detailed scenes. As Greg sees it, a model railroad is 
really just one big artistic composition.

Photo by Norm Charbonneau
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O GAUGE RAILROADING is published seven times yearly

O GAUGE RAILROADING (ISSN 1062-1482) is published seven times per year in January, February,
April, June, August, October and December by OGR Publishing, Inc., 33 Sheridan Rd., Poland, OH
44514-1680; phone: 330-757-3020; fax: 330-757-3771; e-mail: Info@ogaugerr.com; website:
www.ogaugerr.com.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: By mail in USA: 1 year (7 issues) $34.95 US; 2 years (14 issues) $62.95 US. 
Canadian subscriptions: 1 year $44.95 US; 2 years $82.95 US. Foreign subscriptions: 1 year $59.95 
US; 2 years $109.95 US. Remit all funds in US dollars.

CONTRIBUTIONS: News items, construction articles, photos, etc. pertaining to 2 and 3-rail O scale
trains all types are solicited. Manuscripts, photos, drawings and other items contributed for publica-
tion become the property of OGR Publishing, Inc., and will not be returned unless accompanied by a
stamped, self addressed envelope. Upon publication, contributors and authors will assign exclusive
publication rights to OGR Publishing, Inc. for these manuscripts, photos, drawings and other items.
Feature articles will be paid for upon publication. Please do not submit previously published manu-
scripts, photos or drawings. Information about submitting articles may be obtained from the editor. 
OGR Publishing, Inc. assumes that all letters, product information and items of general interest are 
offered gratis. OGR Publishing, Inc. will not be responsible for the opinions expressed by the editors,
authors or advertisers.

ADVERTISING: Our current advertising rate card is available at www.ogaugerr.com. Click on "Advertise
in OGR." Or send a # 10 SASE to our office. Acceptable ads are limited to items of interest to 1/4" 
scale model railroaders, including books, videos and other related items.

DEALERS: New hobby store dealers are always welcome. Please contact OGR Publishing, Inc, 
33 Sheridan Rd., Poland, OH 44514-1680, phone: 330-757-3020; e-mail: dealersales@ogaugerr.com

PRINTED in the USA, Periodical postage paid at Youngstown OH 44514 and at additional mailing 
offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to OGR Publishing, Inc., 33 Sheridan Rd., Poland OH 44514-
1680.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Publisher must be notified at least 60 days prior to address change. Please
give us both old and new addresses in full, including zip+4. Magazines not forwarded by the USPS
and/or failure to notify us of the change may result in your missing an issue and/or additional postage.
We do not guarantee delivery to business addresses. 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Eastern time.

The LHS Experience
If you’re lucky enough to have a local hobby

shop, or LHS as it’s known in Internet parlance,
where you make the majority of your train 
purchases, you already know what a valuable
resource this place is. A shop that’s relatively close
by and operated by folks you know and trust is,
in addition to being your convenient go-to
source for the things of the hobby, also a great
place to spend a bit of relaxing leisure time. It’s
kind of like a visit to the tavern in “Cheers,” the
long-running popular TV series.

There are a number of real advantages to
dealing with brick-and-mortar train stores. For
example, these establishments provide the
opportunity to interact face-to-face with others
from your area who share your hobby interests.
That type of direct interpersonal interaction 
simply isn’t possible in the virtual world of cyber
communications even via social media sites such
as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and the like. 

A local hobby shop is also the very best place
to see and closely examine new products up close
and personal. Most well-equipped train stores
have an operating layout so you can test run your purchases, which is always a very good idea in this era of locomotives jam-packed
with sophisticated electronics. Furthermore, you can be confident that a reputable local dealer will make sure you receive after-sale 
service, if needed, on items you purchase at the store. Try getting that from an Internet dealer or auction site seller!

I believe that local train stores rank among the very best places to be educated about the hobby. Novices can explore options, and seasoned
model railroading veterans can learn or share tips and techniques from fellow hobbyists that can be used to enhance the hobby experience. 

Dave Minarik, owner of Mercer Junction Train Shoppe, demonstrates scenery building techniques on a 
module being constructed for the Fort Pitt Hi-Railers club.
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Here’s how to contact us:
PHONE:

FAX:
EMAIL:
MAIL:

800-980-6477

330-757-3771

info@ogaugerr.com

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514

800-980-6477

330-757-3771

info@ogaugerr.com

Stop by the OGR On-Line Forum at www.ogaugerr.com . . . THE place on the web to talk about O gauge trains!

During a recent visit to my LHS, Dave
Minarik’s Mercer Junction Train Shoppe in
Mercer, Pennsylvania (a full 45-minute
drive in each direction), I spent time chat-
ting with a fellow who was visiting the store
to check out the latest and greatest in
today’s O gauge world. Just getting started
in the hobby, he had already decided that 
O gauge railroading was for him. But before
jumping in with both feet, he was devoting
time and effort to exploring and comparing
track systems, transformers, command 
control systems, motive power capabilities,
rolling stock, and even accessory options.
Examining hands-on alternatives before
opening his wallet was, in my opinion, 
a very prudent approach.

Dave is a train dealer who goes a good
bit further in promoting involvement in
the hobby. In addition to having a contin-
ually evolving store layout that is as fine as
most any home layout, he also sponsors
on-site workshops and clinics that are open
to anyone who might care to participate.
My photos show a couple of these events as
well as a portion of the store layout.

I realize, sadly, not everyone has access
to a full-service train store. I also know
that the number of stores is decreasing as
longtime owners retire and as more people
turn to the Internet for their purchases.
That’s really a shame! But if you are fortu-
nate enough to have a fine train store
within an hour or so commute, I strongly
encourage you to support it to the best of
your ability. Make yourself a regular visitor,
friend, and, above all, a customer!

Mike Reagan, director of Project Management and Customer Service for Lionel, paid an earlier visit to Mercer
Junction where he demonstrated the prototype for the new CAB-1L command control system.

The large and finely detailed store layout features broad curves capable of handling long consists.
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CAN YOU HANDLE
THE BIG BOY…
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Prices listed are for mail order only and subject to change.  Quantities are limited.  Not responsible for errors in printing.  Florida residents add sales tax.
  Non-refundable UPS shipping charges additional; minimum shipping charge $9.00.  10-day returns for unused goods; 15% restocking fee.

  M T H    M E G A    S T A T I O N
FULL LINE TRAIN STORE - N/HO/S/G - WE'VE GOT IT ALL

MTH Digital Command System
50-1001  DCS System      299.99
50-1003  TIU TRACK INTERFACE UNIT     169.99
50-1004  AIU ACCESSORY INTERFACE UNIT   99.99
50-1009  Mini-to-Mini Cable          9.95
50-1014  Wiring Terminal Block        24.95
50-1019  PS 2.0 Battery Charger     16.95
50-1020  24-Port Terminal Block       34.95
50-1032  TIU / LEGACY Cable        24.95

Custom Painting Available
         By  "JIMBO's"

 WOODLAND SCENICS BUILT-&-READY BUILDINGS

831 NW 143RD STREET  Miami, FL 33168
Tel:(305)688-8868    Fax:(305)948-0339

E-Mail: rtrtrains@aol.com
www.ReadyToRollTrains.com

Order Line:1-877-RTR-TRNS(787-8767)
MON 11AM-5PM    TUE-FRI 10AM-6PM    SAT 9AM-6PM

        MOUNTAINS  -  TUNNELS
SCENERY ITEMS  -  ACCESSORIES
  BRING  YOUR  LAYOUT  TO  LIFE!
======================================================

0071  RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY  39.99    4982  BUDWEISER 27.99  9782  NOISE R US FIREWORKS      22.99
1051  BORDENS DAIRY     39.99    5061  PHILLIPS 66 37.49  9881  DEKAYS DENTAL SUPPLY      27.49
1061  COPPER TONE     39.99    5071  CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS 39.99  9981  SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT      27.49
1071  MILWAUKEE ROAD     39.99    5181  TEXACO 42.99 88-0101  LARGE  CRACKER JACK      39.99
1081  HEINZ     39.99    5281  BETHLEHEM STEEL 29.99 44-0102  SMALL  CRACKER JACK      24.99
1251  LAS VEGAS     26.39    5381  FIRESTONE 39.99 88-0151  LARGE  A&P      39.99
1281  I.F.ART & SONS SEPTIC     36.79    5481  OK USED CARS 39.99 44-0152  SMALL  A&P      27.99
1381  DRIVE-IN THEATER     44.79    5681  GREYHOUND BUS 31.99 88-0251  SCRANTON  THE ELECTIC CITY      39.99
2061  SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT  45.49    5681  GREYHOUND BUS   VERTICAL 31.99 88-0301  LIONEL ROADSIDE BILLBOARD      39.99
2071  YMCA     28.99    6061  MORTON SALT 39.99 88-0351  LIONEL BILLBOARD      39.99
2081  ATLAS MOVING     27.49    6071  ESSO 43.49 88-0401  MTH BILLBOARD      39.99
2481  WESTERN AUTO     27.49    6081  GULF 43.49 88-0451  LARGE  ZENITH      39.99
2582  BREYERS ICE CREAM    24.99    6281  SALVATION ARMY 39.99 88-0452  SMALL  ZENITH      23.99
2681  DR PEPPER     27.49    7061  PLANTERS PEANUTS 39.99 88-0551  LARGE "BLUE" SANTA FE      39.99
2781  GENERAL ELECTRIC     39.99    7071  SOUTHERN PACIFIC 39.99 44-0552  SMALL "BLUE" SANTA FE      27.49
2881  DOMINO SUGAR     39.99    7081  BOWLING ALLEY 27.49 88-0601  DENVER RIO GRANDE      39.99
2981  CLARK     37.49    7582  REXALL DRUG 24.99 44-0602  SMALL DENVER RIO GRANDE      27.49
3071  YMCA     28.99    7781  SHELL 45.49 88-0651  ENTRANCE SIGN  VARIOUS      47.49
3581  SUNOCO     39.99    7881  H+C COFFEE 27.49 88-0801  DRUNKEN CLAM      39.99
3681  REDDY KILOWATT     39.99    7981  WHITE FUEL CORP 27.49 44-0852  SMALL  LIFESAVERS  NOT 3-D      27.99
3682  REDDY KILOWATT     23.99    8061  MILLER HIGH LIFE 39.99 44-0902  SMALL  KODAK  NOT 3-D      27.99
3881  UNION STATION     39.99    8071  RCA VICTOR  "DOG" 39.99 88-0951  LARGE  AMERICAN FLYER      39.99
3882  UNION STATION     26.39    8081  BARBER POLE 31.99 88-1001  4 SEASONS HEATING & COOLING    36.99
4061  WONDER BREAD     39.99    8281  AMTRAK 37.49 88-1011  LARGE  MADISON HARDWARE  39.99
4071  AMERICAN FLAG     42.99    8581  BLUE DIAMOND MFG 27.49
4081  PABST BLUE RIBBON     45.49    8681  SANDPIPER LOUNGE 27.49
4181  MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE  39.99    8781  CITGO 27.49   N E W
4281  PENNSYLVANIA     39.99    8881  RYLIES RADIO REPAIR 27.49
4381  CASTROL MOTOR OIL     39.99    8981  GALAXY DRIVE-IN 27.49
4481  LUV SHACK     28.99    9061  PENNZOIL 42.99
4581  NEW YORK CENTRAL     39.99    9071  JESUS SAVES 28.99
4681  MOBILGAS     39.99    9081  GALAXY TOOL & DIE 27.49 3-D
4803  4.5v DC POWER SUPPLY     16.99    9181  STANDARD PLUMBING SUPPLY 27.49
4804  6-SIGN POWER CONVERTER     12.99    9282  CITY LIGHT & POWER 22.99
4805  10-POSIT POWER DIST BLOCK   15.99    9381  I.C.SPARKS & SONS WELDING 27.49  SIGNS
4881  SAUER'S VANILLA     29.99    9481  PATRIOT FLAG CO. 27.49 88-0851  LARGE  3-D  LIFESAVERS      44.99
4981  BUDWEISER     39.99    9581  ARCTIC REFRIGERATION 27.49 88-0901  LARGE  3-D  KODAK    NEW      44.99

======================================================================================================================================================================================================================

WOODLAND  SCENICS  FIGURES  &  SCENERY  ACCENTS
2721  TRAIN MECHANICS       18.39     2732  BYSTANDERS               18.39         2747  RAIL WORKERS          20.79         2758  PARK BENCHES          15.19
2722  TRAIN PERSONNEL       18.39     2733  ENGINEERS               19.19         2748  WELDERS & ACCESSORIES  19.99         2759  PEOPLE SITTING          19.99
2723  TRACK WORKERS         18.39     2734  HOBOS               18.39         2749  PARK BUMS          20.79         2760  SHOOTIN' HOOPS          20.79
2724  HOLSTEIN COWS          19.19     2736  POLICEMEN               18.39         2750  FARMERS MARKET          20.79         2761  ROAD CREW          19.99
2725  DOGS & CATS          18.39     2737  BLACK BEARS               19.19         2751  GONE FISHING          20.79         2762  ROAD CREW DETAIL          20.79
2726  TOMBSTONES          19.19     2738  DEER               19.19         2752  BICYCLE BUDDIES          20.79         2763  PEDESTRIANS          20.79
2727  CHECKER PLAYERS      18.39     2739  ASSORTED CRATES       20.79         2753  MASONRY WORKERS          20.79         2764  STREET ACCESSORIES          20.79
2728  FULL FIGURED FOLKS  18.39     2740  NEWSSTAND               19.19         2754  CAMPERS          20.79         2765  BACKYARD BARBEQUE          18.39
2729  DOCK WORKERS          19.19     2742  CITY WORKERS              19.99         2755  CANOERS          20.79         2766  MISCELLANEOUS FREIGHT        20.79
2730  GENERAL PUBLIC         18.39     2743  JUG BAND               19.99         2756  FAMILY FISHING          20.79         2767  HEREFORD COWS          19.19
2731  PASSENGERS          18.39     2744  WORKERS w/FORKLIFT  20.79         2757  DEPOT WORKERS          20.79         2768  PEOPLE & PETS          19.19======================================================================================================================================================================================================================

 MILLER ENGINEERING--LIGHTWORKS ILLUMINATED ANIMATED SIGNS

            5841       5842      5843        5844         5845 5846
     LUBENER's             HARRISON's      J. W.    CORNER     COUNTRY           DEUCE's
GENERAL STORE        HARDWARE COBBLER  EMPORIUM       STORE         BIKE  SHOP
          $99.99     $99.99    $99.99     $109.99      $115.99            $115.99

NEW BUILT-UP & LIGHTED RELEASES
            5847             5848      5849

DAVENPORT MORRISON'S ETHYL'S
    DEPT STORE   DOOR FACTORY           GAS & SERVICE
         $124.99          $129.99     $124.99

   FREE  SHIPPING  WITH  PURCHASE  OF  THREE  OR  MORE  BUILDINGS
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Product Announcements

Army on the Move
R. Bishop ModelCrafters is offering
built-to-order WWII U.S. Army 
forward area railhead dioramas that
feature real wooden end ramps used
to offload rolling stock. The example
12˝ wide main line and siding 
diorama shows an M4A3 Sherman
tank being offloaded from a flatcar.
Any size diorama base is available. 
A turnout can be added onto the siding at its opposite end, or a single-track diorama can be set alongside a layout’s main line. A base board
includes the track, an off ramp, and realistic ground cover for shelf display or layout insert. Flatcars and other rolling stock can be added
per customer order. Additional vehicles can also be added to the roadway alongside the track. The purchaser can specify the type of 3-rail
or 2-rail track. Price is based on size and features. R. Bishop, ModelCrafters, P.O. Box 2325, Jenkintown, PA 19046; 802-310-6815; 
modelcrafters@yahoo.com. See photos at www.modelcrafters.com or www.flickr.com/photos/modelcrafters.

Details, Details, Details
American Heritage Models is offering a series of Authentic Detail Accessories packs
for enhancing the realism of various O gauge model railroad scenes. The unique
contents of these accessory packs complement the current line of AHM layout detail
products. Examples shown include five sacks, a soft drink machine, and a handcart.
Other offerings not shown include milk cans, two different garage accessory sets,
service truck set, carpenter building set, track gang set, soft drink bottles, and more.
These accessory packs are available exclusively from Diecast Direct. Visit
www.diecastdirect.com to see the full line of available accessory packs and prices.

Kustom Krafted Kits
Korber Models has launched Korber
Komplete, a turnkey service that delivers
custom-built layout-ready structures 
to your doorstep. This new service lets
modelers include Korber Models struc-
tures on their layouts when time or desire
to build kits may not be available. 
The Korber Komplete service starts with
a currently available Korber kit that is
then constructed by an expert craftsman
who assembles, paints, and adds optional
lights while also weathering the structure.
Finished products are packaged and deliv-
ered directly to the buyer. Manufactured
in Ohio,  Korber  Models  proudly 
continues its long legacy of Made in
America. Go to www.korbermodels.com
to find prices and complete information.

Track Laying Made E-Z
Bachmann’s exclusive and popular snap-together E-Z Track for
other gauges is being offered for the first time in 3-rail O gauge.
Three-rail E-Z Track features tinplate steel rails and gray plastic
roadbed. Currently available in 10˝ straight (4 sections per box,
00280, $26.95), 36˝ diameter curved (4 sections per box, 00281,
$26.95), terminal track (1 per card, 00282, $13.95), transition
track that connects to O gauge track from Bachmann or other man-
ufacturers (1 per card, 00283, $11.95), 10˝ straight, bulk (24 sec-
tions per carton, 00284, $149.95), and 36˝ diameter curved, bulk
(24 sections per carton, 00285, $149.95). Visit your Williams by
Bachmann dealer or order directly at www.bachmanntrains.com. 
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Lionel History Just a Click Away
Recent additions to
toy train historian
B o b  O s t e r h o f f ’s
TrainPaper.com offer-
ings of Lionel theme
p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e
DV D  v e r s i o n s  o f
three popular but out-
of-print paperback
books about Lionel

history and products. Available separately for $18.00 each plus $2.50 shipping for one
DVD ($3.50 for two or more) are All Aboard! by Ron Hollander, Greenberg’s Guide to
Lionel Trains 1945-1969 Volume III: Cataloged Sets by Paul V. Ambrose, and Greenberg’s
Guide to Lionel Trains 1945-1969 Volume IV: Accessories by Alan Stewart. All three
books are available for the first time in convenient DVD form and are reference mate-
rials that belong in the library of Lionel fans, collectors and operators alike. To order,
visit www.trainpaper.com.

Canadian Pride
The Canadian Toy
Train Association
announces that
Atlas O is to man-
ufacture the sec-
ond ca r  in  the
club’s Canadian
tank car series.
This 1:48 scale
8,000 gallon tank car is to be lettered for Imperial Premier Gasoline and Imperial
Marvelube Motor Oil. The limited-production tank car will be available in four 
numbers for either 3-rail or 2-rail track. The cost is $75.00 plus $12.00 shipping per
car. For full ordering information, e-mail mlhorne@shaw.ca or call 604-560-4028.

Santa Fe
on the Hudson 
Currently available from M.T.H. Electric Trains is a massive
Santa Fe 4-6-4 steam locomotive that is available separately or heading a 
special troop train passenger set. The full-featured Proto-Sound 3.0 Hudsons are finely
detailed models of the AT&SF Class 3460 oil-burning locomotives that were delivered
to the railroad in 1938. The MTH Premier line locomotive bearing road number 3465
is included as part of a troop train passenger set and accompanied by an R50B refrig-
erator car, two 70´ heavyweight Madison coaches, and a 70´ heavyweight Madison
observation car. These 4-6-4 locomotives are also available separately with road 
numbers 3461 and 3462 in versions equipped with either hi-rail or scale wheels.
MSRP for the troop train set is $1,099.95, and the individual engines are listed at
$995.95. For full details, see your MTH dealer or visit www.mthtrains.com.  
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MOTORIZED UNITS 
L28473 Great Northern Inspection Vehicle Ltd Qty $109.95
L28474 North Pole Central Elf Handcar 54.95
L38804 LIRR Trackmobile (Command Control) SALE 239.95    
L38809 CN Trackmobile (Command Control) 254.95
L39534 Rio Grande 1955 Mow Truck (Command Control) 149.95
L39536 M-K-T 1955 Mow Truck (Command Control) 149.95
L39537 NYC 1955 Mow Truck (Command Control) 149.95      
L39540 Southern 1955 Mow Truck (Command Control) 149.95
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How would you like to show your trains and layout to your fellow O gauge railroaders? 
You can take your photos using a digital camera capable of at least 3.3 megapixels set to the best JPEG image. Please send only original, 
unedited JPEG files. Color prints of 4˝x 6˝ or larger are also fine. Be sure to include brief notes about the trains in the photos and any other 
information you’d like to share, such as the size of your layout, unique scenery, make of track, power supply or control system, and so forth. 

We are looking for quality photography with good lighting and clear images; however, on-camera flash photos are generally not acceptable. Send your
photo, CD, or prints to Readers’ Rails, 33 Sheridan Road, Poland, Ohio 44514-1680. Or you can e-mail your image and text files to editor@ogaugerr.com.

Your Trains and Layouts

Foggy Morning Runnin’

SD40 No. 7536, sporting barely visible
C&O livery, encounters a thick morning
fog as it approaches the Taylen Coal
Company’s Raccoon Run Mine. With 
poor visibility due to the morning fog, the
engineer will be extra cautious as he
nears one of the grade crossings along
the line. The locomotive is a Lionel model,
and the scene, complete with fog 
generated by the type of fog generator
sold for Halloween displays, is on Joseph
Cassiday, Jr.’s 3-rail layout, which you’ll
see much more of in a future issue.

Happy Union

The Union RR is kept busy on 13-year-old
Mike Killgallon’s 8´x 12´ layout. Joe, Mike’s
dad, lends a hand to keep things running and
handles the financing of new equipment.
Mike’s layout is controlled with MTH DCS
powered via a Z-4000 transformer. The Union
RR switchers crossing the bridge were cus-
tom-painted by Dave Minarik at his Mercer
Junction Train Shoppe. The layout features
four running trains with the Union RR and
Bessemer and Lake Erie Railroad dominating
the action. Joe took this photo.
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Great Pumpkin Comin’
Through

A freight headed by BNSF motive power in
green and orange “great pumpkin” 
livery rumbles through the outskirts of
town on Bill Laughland’s 8´x 23´
O gauge layout. Bill says his layout 
continues to be a work in progress that
has evolved over a period of 37 years. The
earliest structures Bill used were
Plasticville, which gradually gave way to
the OGR Ameri-Towne line. These days
he’s devoting more time to custom 
replicas of buildings that have a personal
and special meaning to him. 

Barrels of Fun

Mark Solakian says he’s well on the way
with construction of his 22´x 35´ layout
in his nicely appointed and fully finished
basement. Where possible, he takes
advantage of one of the long-standing and
distinctive characteristics of the 3-rail 
O gauge world by incorporating operating
cars and accessories in various scenes on
his layout. Here, a Lionel operating barrel
car is used in conjunction with an operat-
ing barrel loader to provide a couple of
interesting operating scenarios.

Railroading as a Family Affair

Jim LaCalle and Lynne, his wife, with their two grand-
sons, Nathan and Zachary Weller, constructed an 
8´x 20´ layout that includes a scene representing the
Lehman Lake Hunting and F ishing Club in
Pennsylvania where boys hunt and fish. A Santa Fe
passenger train is seen here making a stop at the lake-
side station to detrain passengers seeking a bit of fun
in the sun. Jim’s layout includes six different scenes
with seven trains running simultaneously. For the past
seven years, the LaCalle family has created a
Christmas train garden that is open to the public. In
addition to viewing trains, visiting children can do sea-
sonal crafts, take a train quiz, get a Christmas scene
face painting, and receive a small gift as they leave.
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Weaver B&M Class P4a Pacific
Review and Photos by George Brown

In the contemporary world of mass-produced model trains,
one type of model stands alone as a survivor from the early days
of 1:48 scale O gauge railroading. It’s the steam locomotive hand-
fashioned from stacks of brass sheets, bar stock, wire, and lost wax
castings. These labor-intensive models are always built in small
quantities, usually numbering in two or low three digits, and as a
result they are not inexpensive. But for the owner of a brass 
locomotive, each model has an aura of exclusivity that’s
unmatched by most die-cast models. In the case of the Boston &
Maine Class P4a Pacific from Weaver Models, I reviewed one of
only 40 models built for 3-rail operation. 

Prototype Notes

The prototype 4-6-2 for our sample was cab number 3713,
which was one of five locomotives built for the Boston & Maine
by the Lima Locomotive Works in 1934. A second group of five
heavy Pacifics was built in 1937 and classed as the P4b because of
variations from the first group. Engines of both groups rode on
80˝ drivers and had booster trailing trucks for starting heavy 
passenger trains. The P4a used a boiler pressure of 260 psi and
generated a tractive effort of nearly 41,000 pounds without 
  the booster, or just under 53,000 pounds with it. In fact, the
oblong-shaped smokestack was actually two exhaust flues with the
main one carrying the usual smoke from the firebox and expended
steam from the cylinders. A smaller flue, which was cosmetically
blended into the stack, was for the expended steam from the
booster truck cylinders. 
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A coal load of 180 tons plus 12,000 gallons of water rode in
the tender. With a train of 14 passenger cars on its drawbar, the
P4a had a range of about 120 miles before it needed more water
and 250 miles before it needed more coal. 

In 1937 after taking delivery of the P4b Pacifics, the B&M
sponsored a contest where school children submitted names for
the ten Class P4 locomotives plus ten others. The name chosen for
the 3713 was The Constitution, with the name of the submitter
and school also inscribed on the engine’s name plate. 

The Weaver model represents the P4a as it existed after WWII
with two air pumps on the pilot deck and what was called speed
lettering on the cab and tender. As built, the P4a had one air
pump, smoke lifters, and a streamlining shroud or skyline casing
that faired the sand and steam domes into the turret cover and cab.
During WWII, the second air pump was added, and the smoke
lifters and skyline casing were permanently removed. Additionally,
the speed lettering replaced the traditional B&M rectangular 
herald and numbering at some time after WWII.

Fortunately 3713 escaped the scrapper’s torch and became
part of the locomotive collection at the Steamtown National
Historic Site in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Today the locomotive is
undergoing restoration by the Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley
Railway Historical Society as described on the group’s website at
www.project3713.com.

Construction and Features

From its scale dummy coupler and boiler tube pilot to the coil-
operated tinplate coupler tucked in under the tender beam, the
brass 4-6-2 was a handsome 3-rail scale model. Basically I found it
to be a delight to study on my desk or to watch pulling passenger
trains on my layout. Most of the model’s features and details are
listed in the side bar and shown in the photos. 

Rivets and other details, such as an access door on the tender
and nonslip tread patterns on the walkways, are etched brass and
have a good relief. As part of my study of the engine, I checked a
few measurements that I gleaned off of the Internet. All were 
accurate or reasonably close. Using a caliper micrometer, I found
the driver diameter measured at a scale 78˝ instead of the 80˝ of
the real P4a. To me, the actual .041˝ difference between the two
diameters is visually undetectable, and no matter how I look at
them, the drivers are realistically tall.

The mechanical drive mechanism inside the engine includes a
respectable size DC can motor with a flywheel, but no tach reader
is required for the speed control. The Cruise Commander uses
feedback from the motor to hold the engine at whatever constant
speed the operator sets. A metal drive shaft and universal joint
transfer the mechanical power from the motor to an enclosed 
gearbox with a metal worm and gear.

On top of the tender, the pile of real coal was unusually real-
istic-appearing with an uneven mounding. Inside the tender is the
sound system speaker along with the R4LC receiver-controller,
Cruise Commander motor driver, and RailSounds Commander
electronics from The Electric RR Co., which is wholly owned by
Lionel. An 8-wire cable connects the electronics in the tender to
the motor, smoke unit, and lights in the engine.

The speaker is a low-profile unit that sits between the stamped
steel tender frame and the electronics stack. Unfortunately no
room exists for a bass enhancement enclosure on the back of the
speaker, but I found the sounds to still be excellent.

Opening the tender to see what was inside or to install an
owner-supplied 9-volt alkaline backup battery for the sound sys-
tem was a simple undertaking using only a #0 Phillips screwdriver.
By the way, if you run the locomotive exclusively under TMCC,
the backup battery for the sound electronics is not needed, and I
recommend not installing one.
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Weaver B&M P4a
Features and Details

• TMCC and RailSounds from Electric RR

• ERR Cruise Commander cruise control

• DC can motor with flywheel

• Fan-driven Turbo Smoke unit

• Switch-actuated four steam exhaust chuffs per driver revolution

• See-through spoke drivers

• Traction tires on rear drivers

• Driver brake shoe hangers

• Sprung journals for driver axles

• Articulated side rods

• Detailed Walschaert valve gear 

• Spoke wheels on booster trailing truck

• Wire handrails, grab irons, and coupler cut levers

• Lifting rings on boiler and tender

• Brass bell, whistle, and pop-off valves

• Legible builder’s plate

• LED lighting

• Smoke unit on-off switch

• Detailed boiler backhead with crew figures on seat boxes

• Cab windows

• Opening cab roof vent

• Coil-operated rear coupler

• Real coal in tender bunker

• Opening water hatch for sound and program controls

• Two cab numbers available

• O54 minimum 3-rail curve 

A subtle feature on the P4a, as well as on other recent passen-
ger locomotives from Weaver, is the unusually close mounting of
the coupler. On our evaluation sample, the pulling face of the
closed knuckle is about 3/32˝ from the rear face of the tender
frame, creating realistically close coupling with the train’s lead car. 

A couple of details that surprised me by their absence were lan-
yards for the bell and whistle. Although I have to admit that not
having to watch out for these lanyards along with their guide stan-
chions protruding up from the boiler made servicing the engine a
lot easier; I could simply set it upside down in my padded engine
cradle. 

On our sample, the soldering and assembly exuded a high level
of craftsmanship. As to the model’s overall satin black finish, it was
flawless as were the pinstripes and lettering. As I look at the scale
model of B&M 3713 sitting on my desk, its red trim with the yel-
low and red shadow lettering are the pièce de résistance for an
already handsome locomotive.

At Trackside

Running the P4a at the head of several different passenger
trains was a pleasant treat. The lithe Pacific tracked my Atlas O54
and O72 curves and turnouts with complete aplomb running in
either direction. One of my favorite play scenarios was uncoupling
the engine from the train on my O72 loop, backing it through the
O72 crossovers to the O54 loop, and coupling to a waiting train.
This routine went back and forth between running the two trains
over the course of several evenings.

With a Lionel ZW-L as the AC power source and a Base-1L
and CAB-1L handling the command processing, I ran the Weaver
P4a in command operation almost exclusively. The only exception
was a few minutes of a conventional transformer-controlled run
just to confirm the locomotive would perform well. It did. And
no, I did not install a battery to support the sound system during
direction change and the shutdown after the conventional run.

I thoroughly enjoyed what is apparently now the steam 
locomotive sound repertoire used in the RailSounds Commander
sound system. Basically, this sound set has several features that
were part of RailSounds 5.0 that I wrote about in my review of the
Great Northern Class O8 in Run 269. 
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Another feature that I liked was the nearly silent motor driven by the Cruise
Commander motor driver electronics. Gone are those irritating times when the
motor in a brass steam locomotive growled and whined because of the power pulse
frequency from the EOB motor driver board. Between the Cruise Commander
board and the model’s low final drive ratio, every engine start was realistically slow
and smooth. And if I wanted to ease the engine and its train into a realistic arrival
and stop at a station, I got the performance I wanted every time. 

Coupler operation was also predictable and opened every time upon command.
Best of all, I didn’t need to run the engine into its awaiting train at ramming speed
just to get the tender’s coupler to close. The coupler even worked great for picking up
a single express reefer from a siding and also for setting it out on a different siding. 

Even though I understand why a locomotive like the P4a runs with such a low
current draw, it still amazes me. With a current draw this low comes a cool-run-
ning motor along with its control and drive electronics, which should lead to
improved reliability and longevity.

At the End of the Run

For modelers or fans of Boston & Maine steam power, the Weaver P4a could
be the quintessential passenger locomotive. From my perspective, it’s probably the
prettiest and smoothest running Pacific I’ve had the pleasure to play with over the
past several years. 

G1754LP Boston & Maine Class P4a Pacific

Retail price: $1,249.00 (3-rail or 2-rail AC with TMCC/ RailSounds);
$1,199.00 (2-rail DC) from Weaver Models or its dealers

Weaver Models; www.weavermodels.com  
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Weaver B&M Class P4a TMCC Performance

(smoke unit: off; sound: on; speed control: on)

Length: 22-1/4˝ over couplers; 22˝ pilot to tender sill

Distance Between Locomotive Pickup Rollers: 3-3/8˝

Distance Between Tender Pickup Rollers: 4-1/8˝

Weight on Driving Wheels: 5 lbs, 1 oz

Tender Weight: 1 lb, 13 oz

Power Consumption at Idle @ 18 VAC: 0.3 A, 5.4 W

Tractive Effort @ 18 VAC: 2 lbs, 4 oz @ 1.1 A, 20 W

Minimum Sustained Speed @ 18 VAC: 1 scale mph @ 0.4 A, 7 W

Maximum Tested Speed @ 18 VAC: 60 scale mph @ 0.6 A, 11 W

Test Train
Eight-car streamlined passenger; train weight, 13 lbs; pull to move train, 12 oz; 80´
O scale aluminum cars from K-Line
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Pennsylvania Flyer and Area 51
LionChief Sets
Review and Photos by George Brown

Our review of two new Lionel starter
sets features the company’s new LionChief
remote control system that, according to
the Lionel advertising, offers simple plug-
and-play operation. What’s new about the
LionChief system is that each set’s train is
actually radio-controlled. The handheld
remote sends control signals directly to the
locomotive, much like the control systems
for R/C airplanes, motor vehicles, or boats.
The set’s handheld remote controls the
locomotive’s direction and speed and also
activates the various sounds.

Both LionChief sets include nearly
everything needed to run the train within
a few minutes of opening the box. The
only item I had to supply was a trio of AAA
batteries for each remote. 

The Pennsylvania Flyer set features a
USRA 0-8-0 steam locomotive, while the
Area 51 set includes an Alco RS3 diesel.
The train in each set consists of three plas-
tic cars with plastic trucks and operating
knuckle couplers. Of course, the wheels
and axles are metal. Spare traction tires for
the locomotives are included with each set,
and the steam set also contains a bottle of
smoke fluid.

An oval of O36 FasTrack that measures
40˝x 60˝ overall is packaged with each 
set along with a 36-watt DC power supply
that  p lugs  in to  a  wa l l  out l e t  and 
connects to the track. The UL-listed com-
pact power source is labeled as a switching
mode power supply rated for an input 
of 100–240 VAC, 50 or 60 Hz, and 
0 .85  A .  It  supp l i e s  an  ou tput  o f  
18 VDC with a maximum capacity of 2 A.
Each LionChief locomotive runs on this 
DC power and can also run on any 
3-rail O gauge layout that uses 18 
VAC power. 

Pennsylvania Flyer Freight Set

Because of the low price tag for an 
O gauge starter set, I expected a plastic
boiler on the 0-8-0 with a separate weight
inside. Wrong! Instead the boiler is die-cast
with a rather pleasing amount of cast-in
detail along with separate brass-colored
pop-off valves and bell. Unlike many 
low-cost steam locomotives, the inside of
the cab is surprisingly realistic with 
profuse details cast into the backhead, 
figures of the crew riding on seat boxes,

and even a separately applied back of the
cab.  Up front are the i l luminated 
headlight and a self-centering dummy
plastic coupler. Since the 0-8-0 is a switch
engine, an operating front coupler would
have been a nice addition to a right
respectable model.

Riding on a plastic frame and located
inside the boiler cavity are the DC can
motor  with a  flywheel ,  LionChief  
electronics, and the smoke unit. All four
driver axles turn in bronze bushings, which
also pleased me. Side and main rods are
stamped metal with a tab on the front of
the main rod holding it to the stamped
crosshead—a commonly seen assembly
technique on low-cost steam engines. On
one of the rear drivers is a traction tire.
Underneath the frame, two center-rail
pickup rollers are spaced 3˝ apart.

The tender also has a good amount of
detail including the coal pile molded into
its plastic body. Its plastic frame carries the
speaker for the LionChief sound and rides
on plastic trucks, so the whole unit 
is understandably light. At the front of 
the tender, electrical connections for the
speaker are integrated into the plastic
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drawbar. At the back is an operating 
plastic coupler along with a separate but
nonoperating backup light.

My only criticism was a manufacturing
goof where one end of an axle was not
inserted into its journal on the side frame.
Because the plastic side frames can be
flexed slightly without damage, the prob-
lem was an easy fix for me. But I question
whether a first-time owner of the set would
attempt such a fix, or would something
akin to the misassembled tender truck be a
showstopper and a disappointment.

I was especially pleased with the set’s
traditional-sized cars. Separate metal lad-
ders plus a full-perimeter metal handrail
enhance the three-dome tank car, and the
doors slide open on the boxcar. As to the
caboose…well, it’s the quintessential
Pennsy N5c caboose that has ridden at the
back of Lionel trains since the 1940s.

On our evaluation set, I found the dec-
oration on the locomotive and cars to be as
good as it comes. The paint was smooth
and unblemished while the lettering,
graphics, and pinstripes were crisp.  

Area 51 Railroad Set

Without a doubt, the whimsical Area
51 Railroad set is in a class by itself. The
train’s artistic, multitone green and black
color scheme with some white lettering
and trim can be right at home on a layout
depicting the desert southwest, such as the
fantasy alien diorama John Ciccarelli cre-
ated for this issue.

At the head of the train is the RS3 that
is equipped with one motor, the LionChief

mechanical torque from the motor to the
wheels. Two pickup rollers mounted 
2-7/8˝ apart are on both powered and
dummy trucks. For traction, two rubber
tires are on the wheels of the powered
truck, and a stack of metal weights is on
the frame immediately above the truck. 

The three cars are interesting with their
fantasy lettering and decoration. For the
youngsters, the waffle-side boxcar and

electronics, and the speaker. The body
shell and handrails are molded plastic as
are the frame, trucks, pilots, and operating
couplers. Painted figures representing the
crew are visible through the clear windows
of the illuminated cab.

The front truck, which is under the
short hood, is powered by a small can
motor mounted transversely between the
axles. Plastic spur gears transfer the
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work caboose offer the traditional play
value of carrying small objects such as plas-
tic or wooden figures and other toys
around the loop of track. Elastic tie-downs
and a wire spreader hold the removable
space capsules to their transport car, or
Recovery Unit as it is marked. Decoration
of the Area 51 set is novel to say the least.

LionChief Remote Control

As shown in the photo of the remotes,
each one is visibly labeled according to its
locomotive, such as the Pennsylvania 0-8-0
with cab number 421. Each remote 
features the prominent throttle knob
shaped like a steam locomotive’s driver
wheel, which is turned either clockwise to
move the engine forward at whatever speed
the operator wants or counterclockwise for
reverse. Above the throttle knob is a red
LED power and speed indicator that illu-
minates when the power is on and flashes
to visually report the speed setting of the
throttle knob. The lower or higher the
speed setting, the slower or faster the LED
flashes. Buttons labeled with the appropri-
ate icons actuate the bell, engine-specific
miscellaneous sounds from the speaker,
and steam whistle or air horn. An on-off
switch is located on the upper right side of
the case. 

A remote only controls the type of
locomotive included in its set—in our case
the cab number 421 Pennsy 0-8-0 or the
Area 51 RS3. Basically, the remote for the
engine in one set, such as our Pennsylvania
Flyer, will not run the engine for a different
set, our Area 51 Railroad in this example.

However, if I had a second 421 Pennsy 0-8-0,
the controller labeled as Pennsylvania 421
would work with it.

At Trackside

Track power and thereby the sounds
from the locomotive came up immediately
after I plugged the DC power supply into
the wall outlet. Sounds from both locomo-
tives emulated their steam or diesel proto-
types sitting at a stop and ready to move
out. I simply turned on the remote’s power
switch and rotated the throttle knob to run
the train. 

Running the trains on the FasTrack
using the set’s 18 VDC power supply was
enjoyable. However, after the first 20 
minutes of running the RS3, its sound 
system and motor cut on and off at 
random. I cleaned what
appeared to be some type
of coating from the rails,
and afterwards the RS3
ran great. 

I also let the trains
stretch their legs, so to
speak, on the O54 and
O72 loops of Atlas track on
t h e  e d i t o r i a l  C a r p e t
Central Railroad with a
ZW-L supplying 18 VAC.
On the wide curves of the
CCRR, I ran both trains at
nearly a wide-open throt-
tle, but I chose not to let
them go all out and run the
risk of a ballistic launch off
the curves.

Sounds from the LionChief system
have a fixed volume and consequently 
cannot be adjusted up or down. Pressing
the bell or whistle-horn button on the
remote for the steam engine initiated the
railroad warning sounds I expected.
Additionally, pressing the button marked
with a speaker icon activated one of several
simulated two-way radio dialogs between
the virtual engineer and dispatcher, as
described in the owner’s manual. 

With the RS3 generating sounds of the
diesel prime mover, my pressing the
remote’s bell or whistle-horn button
resulted in the expected bell or air horn
sounds. But pressing the speaker button
initiated electronically generated howlings
and wailings that were straight out of a vin-
tage space alien B flick. These sounds were
novel and rather cute, at least at the first
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encounter of the close kind. While the train is trundling around its loop of track
wailing and howling, my pressing the bell or whistle-horn button kicked off addi-
tional alien sounds that overlaid simultaneously with the one already playing. 

One of three different alien sound arrangements played sequentially with each
press of the speaker button. With these plus the equally alien overlay sounds from
the bell and whistle-horn buttons, I orchestrated a symphony, or cacophony
depending on the point of view, of weird alien sounds that proved to be a bunch
of fun, at least for me. I can’t predict how a casual listener, such as my next door
neighbor, might have reacted to them…well actually, I can.

At the End of the Run

The LionChief sets are definitely targeted for the entry-level O gauge train
market. Should the owner of a set want to move deeper into the hobby with the
LionChief train as the starting point, Lionel also offers a 3-car expansion pack for
the Pennsylvania Flyer set and a single-car expansion for the Area 51 set. To expand
the layout, there are add-on track packs and individual pieces of FasTrack.
Additionally, Lionel offers a range of locomotives in its new LionChief Plus line
as well as the company’s full range of traditional size or even scale rolling stock. 

If a new O gauge railroading hobbyist gets additional LionChief sets or
LionChief Plus locomotives over a period of time, obviously there will be several
remotes on or near the train table. To be candid, I don’t see where a separate remote
for each locomotive would be a problem, especially if the number is small such as
two or three. The LionChief system could prove to be a low-cost remote control
alternative for a new and aspiring O gauge railroader whose focus and purchases
are more toward creating a scenic layout rather than acquiring an expensive 
command set and command-equipped locomotives.  

6-30233 Pennsylvania Flyer Remote O Set
6-30206 Area 51 Remote RS3 Set

Retail price: $249.99 each at authorized Lionel dealers

Lionel LLC; www.lionel.com 
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Interested in Advertising in this Magazine?

Call 1-800-980-6477
to Find Out More!
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Evolving interests

Reflecting back to when I was young,
I was fascinated with the train tracks run-
ning through the town where we lived. My
parents would take me where the railroad
passed local factories, and I was intrigued
with what I saw. About that same time, I
got an old postwar Lionel set that had
belonged to my older brothers and had
been stored away.

As a teen in the 1970s, I built HO 
layouts to reproduce the railroads I typi-
cally saw, but I eventually became attracted
to O gauge because the trains aren’t as fussy
about the rail joints and they really hold
onto the track. So in 2006 I built a 4´x 6´
portable layout for that family heirloom
Lionel postwar train that had been passed
down to me. After I got it running, I 
realized that watching it go around in 
circles wasn’t enough.

Soon thereafter, I stopped by a local
train store and ended up going home with
a set of MTH New York Central F units. 
I found I didn’t like the look of scale-size
engines mixed with my older postwar 
O27 cars. That’s when I decided to go with
O scale.

My current layout evolved into what it
is today because I wanted to model an
urban environment you might see in a typ-
ical town. I bought a couple of MTH
buildings and started creating the town. I
liked those buildings because they could be
weathered to look even better. I didn’t have
time to build kits and I wanted to get this
town going. I was being careful to realisti-
cally model just one road name, the New
York Central. I dropped by the hobby shop
twice a week buying buildings. I bought
everything I wanted or felt I needed and I

really had a great time arranging those
structures on the layout. 

I noticed the train store also had some
nice Pennsylvania Railroad engines in
stock that I admired every time I visited,
but I couldn’t figure out how to incorpo-
rate them into my New York Central
Railroad. Then the idea hit me to model
my version of New Jersey since both 
railroads were all around that area years
ago. That plan justified my purchase of
Pennsy power.

I was happy for a while trying to run a
realistic railroad by keeping it limited to
NYC and Pennsy, but I weakened one day
and bought a camelback engine and some
Jersey Central passenger cars for it to pull.
Over time I saw some guys just running
anything they cared to. That appealed to
me, so I broke away from trying to restrict

Standing trackside is a crewman as the New York Central RS3 No. 8225 slows on its approach to the yard area.   

Finding the Realism Threshold
Article by Greg Annett     Photos by Norm Charbonneau
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NYC Mikado No. 5136 rolls through a factory area.
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my layout to New Jersey and just modeled this layout as a 
typical town. I could run whatever roads I cared to. 

Now I just put on the road engine I want and add the proper
corresponding caboose. I have to do at least that much to keep it
realistic. I now own an SD70M from Lionel and run it with a
flashing rear-end device on modern rolling stock. This train from
the future traveling through a layout set in the early 1950s works
for me. So much for that conventional definition of realism! 

When I placed those first MTH buildings, I just had an olive-
painted layout board with a shiny plastic postwar look. Then I
needed a more realistic and convincing appearance with a look
typical of what you would probably see during the late 1940s and
early 1950s. I was inspired by a few layouts I read about in OGR
at the time. Some hobbyists were doing alleys and streets with
different shades of gray. I wanted dirt on my streets and litter in
the back alleys. I wanted tipped over garbage cans and old asphalt
with potholes and cracks. I wanted a slum area where you could
find some pretty unsavory people. 

A Birney trolley winds its way through the downtown area.

Lee Bakery displays a finely detailed interior.
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Viking Scrap Metal is served by several sidings.

1 Wharf Area

2 Maintenance Facility

3 Zippo Lighter Factory

4 Terminal (Passenger)

5 Higbee’s Dept Store w/Interior

6 Water Tower

7 Bakery w/Interior

8 City Parking Lot

9 Asbestos Factory

10 Paint Factory

11 REA Warehouse

12 General Lumberyard

13 Gas Station

14 Irene’s Diner

15 Floor Wax Manufacturer

16 Viking Scrap Metal Yard

17 Vernor’s Soda Plant

18 The Garter Belt (Gentleman’s Club)

19 Trailer Park

20 Small Truck Farm

21 MTH Movie Theatre

22 The Ambassador Hotel
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I would eventually weather everything.
I think it’s a good idea to move around the
layout with weathering and aging so you
don’t try to complete one full area at a time.
It’s an evolutionary process that will unfold
somewhat naturally if you just keep at it. I
recommend weathering in levels, starting

Once their shift is complete, the crew of this Jersey Central camelback will be downing a few cool ones at Welsh Tavern.

In a scene straight out of the 1950s in America’s heartland, establishments like Irene’s diner could be found in most towns and cities. Isaly’s dairy was a familiar presence in
the area stretching from Pennsylvania to Iowa.

out with what is comfortable for you.
My track plan evolved over time start-

ing with a loop within a loop. I wanted to
see multiple trains running at once.
However, with my small layout, that was
not very successful. I now have an L-shaped
loop with a single main line and the ability

to turn a train around without having to
physically pick it up. I have a passenger ter-
minal with some sidings where passengers
board cars bound for several different 
destinations. A few sidings provide 
switching opportunities, but I mainly just
like to see the trains run. 
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New York Central VO1000 No. 9306, fresh from the shops, arrives to supplement the switching roster. 

Several months later, the weathered No. 9306 shows the effects of many days of hard labor.

My layout  i s  fit ted with MTH
RealTrax. The main line has O54 diameter
curves as a minimum, with some O42
curves used on the sidings. To give the
track a more realistic appearance, I sprayed
it with Polly Scale SP Lark Dark Gray on
most areas, and in places where I wanted

more of a cinders and oil look, I used
Engine Black. Painting was accomplished
with an airbrush, thinning the paint about
50 percent. 

My rolling stock consists of MTH,
Lionel, K-line, Weaver, and Atlas cars.
They run behind Lionel and MTH

engines that receive their power from an
MTH Z-4000 transformer.

Creating the downtown area didn’t
happen in one step. I tried different things
and experimented with different group-
ings of buildings—rearranging and reex-
amining the combination of structures I
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A Pennsy passenger train glides slowly through the downtown area.   
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had sitting in front of me on the layout. A
method I sometimes used was to get an old
box approximately the size of a building
that I was considering buying and position
it on the layout in various places, thereby
creating a mockup of a building to see how
it looked. 

The buildings I use are typical of any
big town; however, I use some specific
names from the Michigan area. Vernors
soda pop, for example, appears on one
building, and a PCC trolley sports
Woodward on the destination sign. Even
the milkman’s delivery is a Detroit-based
dairy from that time period. In the down-
town business district, I even have a
department store with a completed inte-
rior called Higbee’s, named for and mod-
eled after the Cleveland store in the movie
A Christmas Story. My friend Linda fin-
ished the interior of that building com-
plete with elevator and attendant in the
back. It even has Ralphie in the toy section
looking at the Red Ryder BB gun. 

Passenger service is still an important part of this 1950s operation, and the rolling stock is kept clean and properly maintained.

Grandma, Grandpa, and Fido have a 24/7 trackside view of railroading. The granddaughter on her red tricycle can
also enjoy the action.
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Linda also completed the interior of a
bakery, and it includes a counter, shelves
with cakes, and a backroom with ovens
that include bread baking inside.

Adjacent to the maintenance shop area
is a wharf with a Lionel tug boat, a
Berkshire Valley gas pump, and a number
of Arttista figures, which I feel are the most
realistic on the market. I also use a lot of
Miller Engineering signs to give everything
that old town look. 

I eventually want to install some kind
of sound system for sirens and background
noise typical of a big town. There is a long
bridge that runs across the town, which
recently inspired me to name the town
Bridgevue.

One area remains at the edge of town
where an old truck farm still operates even
though urban growth is encroaching on it.
Some things I created on my own such as
Viking Scrap Metal, a metal scrap yard I

Scenes within a scene at the Paradise Park have many small details that require more than a passing glance.  

An old truck farm still operates at the edge of town.
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The Shark is coming!

made by gluing a variety of scrap plastic pieces
together. Around the scrap yard I built my own
fence made from window screen, nails, and
Plastruct rod material. The sign was made with the
help of my computer.

My structures are ready-built from Lionel,
MTH, Weaver, and the relatively new and nicely
detailed Woodland Scenics structure series.
Sometime in the future, I plan to start replacing
some of the store-bought buildings with my own
scratchbuilt stuff. I have already added a lot of extra
details to my buildings, especially the rooftops.
Rooftop water tanks are HO scale. I have also
added some air conditioning units and created
ductwork from sheet styrene for the MTH movie
theater roof. The Ambassador Hotel is made up of
several MTH buildings stacked on top of one
another with some HO building portions added to
create a skyscraper look. 

I still have to finish interiors and storefront
signs on a few buildings in downtown. I plan to
photograph and build my own signs. Most stores
will have different signs and interiors than what
they originally came with. 

The back corner of the layout is still not
finished and is undergoing some changes started
this past winter. That section will have a heavy
industrial look to it when it is complete. Like
most of my fellow hobbyists, I am always making
changes. 

An SD70M diesel like this Lionel Legacy model was not even dreamed of in the era I model, but I’m a
member of the model-what-you-want school.
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The setting sun strikes the city’s skyline.

PRR G5 No. 5736 heads home for a well-deserved rest after a full day of labor.

About the Author

Greg Annett lives 30 miles west of Detroit where
he also works for a local power company. Prior to
building his current layout, he had some experi-
ence with acrylic and oil painting on canvas,
which has been helpful in creating model railroad
scenes since a layout really is just one big com-
position. Recently he has taken a few breaks
from modeling long enough to attend a meet or
two with a newly formed group called The
Thursday Bunch on the west side of Detroit. It’s a
mixed group of 3-rail and 2-rail O gauge model-
ers along with HO, G, and N scale railroaders.
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Mike Bennette’s 3-rail Eastern Washington Pacific Railroad

Memories Kept Alive in O Gauge
Article and Photos by Mike Bennette

Building an O gauge layout has been a dream of mine ever since
I started collecting trains at the age of ten. This interest was sparked
by my family’s vacation train travels on the Santa Fe Super Chief and
the Union Pacific City of Los Angeles trains from Los Angeles to
Chicago and then on to Massachusetts back in the early 1950s. 

Back then, I started with Lionel O gauge. Over the years, I
have acquired a collection of MTH Proto-Sound 2.0 and 3.0
motive power and rolling stock that I run and thoroughly enjoy. I
changed to MTH due to the authentic sounds and the overall
quality and scale proportions of the models. 

Today my layout includes O gauge models of both of the Santa
Fe and Union Pacific trains I rode plus all of the appropriate cars
to complete each consist. I named my layout the Eastern
Washington Pacific Railroad for the part of Washington I moved
to after retirement and where I currently live. The layout incor-
porates my vision of the region’s forests, lakes, campgrounds, and
small towns. It is somewhat unique in that it is a diorama of areas
and specific places I know and like in real life. Scenes along the
line tend to flow from one diorama into another. My layout is a

An A-B-B-A consist of F3 units in UP livery passes over a competing streamliner equipped with Alco PA units and adorned in Santa Fe warbonnet colors.
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A passenger train headed by Alco PA units in Santa Fe colors is idling at Santa Fe Union Station awaiting passenger boarding and clearance to depart.
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period piece with the buildings, cars, and
trains from around the early 1950s when
passenger rail service was still a preferred
way to travel.

My layout started with the basement
being professionally completed by a 
contractor to finish the room with walls,
lighting, and flooring. I built the bench-
work next, which basically consists of
2x6 and 4x4 legs, a 3/4˝ plywood plat-
form, and a top layer of 1/4˝ Homasote.
The benchwork is 54˝ high for easy
access beneath it for the wiring and other
electrical components. A short rolling
stool fits under the layout nicely and
allows for smooth and comfortable
movement under the whole layout.
Seated on this stool, I find it easy to look
up and trace the wiring or complete any
additional wiring and connections that
may be needed for new accessories and
other additions. 

An imposing and powerful Union Pacific DDX40 hauls freight across a bridge that spans the lake.

T-34 and P51 aircraft are preparing to taxi for takeoff at
the airport while UP E8s and Santa Fe F3s guide their
trains along the main lines.

The UP train exiting the tunnel is about to enter the 
3 percent grade that starts adjacent to the carnival site. 

The entire layout can be viewed and accessed from various
cutouts and open areas that I included in the initial design.
Because of the height of the benchwork, the layout is viewed
at eye level for me and most of my family and visitors. This
provides a more realistic trackside view. Also, while I was still
in the process of building major portions of the layout, the
overall height made it unnecessary to bend over to place, build,
or work on anything. It took about four months to complete
the layout to the stage where serious work on top could begin.
A total of 30 recessed lights operating on a dimmer system
were incorporated into the ceiling, which made working on
and viewing the layout easier.
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Here’s the view as you enter the train room. The 3 percent grade visible at lower center is bracketed by MTH buildings on the left and the Union Station yard entrance on the right.

The town and carnival at one end of the layout are accessible via the cutout space.
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The track, switches, and roadbed
listed below were all from Ross Custom
Switches, and the ballast was obtained
from Brennan’s Model Railroading.

• O88 curves: 4
• O96 curves: 27
• O128 curves: 44
• 4-way switch: 1
• O80 switches: 4
• O96 switches: 8
• O120/O96 curve switches: 3
• No. 100/101 switches: 9
• Total feet of track: 700

I purchase most of my train supplies
from Eastside Trains and Side Track
Hobbies.

T h e  l a y o u t  i s  p o w e r e d  w i t h  
an MTH Z-4000 transformer and a
TIU. Accessories  are powered by 
a Lionel ZW, three 1.8-amp Lionel
accessory transformers, and a few 
120-volt accessory power supplies.

Scenery was made from cardboard
strips, plaster wrap, and insulating foam
spray to create the mountains and vari-
ous terrain features. Silicone forms were
used to create plaster rocks. The layout

This Union Pacific animated maintenance yard was built by Greg Balmas of Action Animations.

A Union Pacific F3 from MTH heads its consist through
the mountain gorge.

Definitely a handsome trio! A UP DDX40 waits patiently at the right while Santa Fe PAs and F units prepare to 
depart Union Station yard. 
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mostly features MTH buildings, all of
which have been painted and weathered.
A few buildings are Atlas kits. The airport
and Union Pacific supply yard were built
by Greg Balmas of Action Animation
based on a design diagram I submitted to
him. The water tower, fuel tower, and
pump house were built by Joseph Fauty of
Model Structures for Model Railroads.
Trees are a combination of 730 pine trees
I made and 100 miscellaneous other trees
from Woodland Scenics.

The layout was recently updated with
suggestions from friends Dave Thomasson
and Bob Pike, both instrumental in help-
ing with the layout’s initial design. They

subsequently inspired me to add a second
train station, which I named Santa Fe
Union Station. Having a second stop on
the layout enhanced operations.

Also added to the layout was a small
yard with a yard tower and a small ware-
house. The new yard has five switches and
sidings comprising approximately 25´ of
track. The sidings provided additional
storage space for rolling stock. 

Dave also created the scenic backdrop
painting on the walls. Bob along with John
Shook helped with designing a functional
and operating track plan. All of these
friends have operating O gauge 3-rail lay-
outs of their own and help each other.

The layout was originally designed to
accommodate just one train running at a
time, which was simply a personal prefer-
ence. Though I do not generally operate
multiple trains at any one time, the layout
will easily accommodate three trains run-
ning simultaneously due to the number of
long sidings available. To me, running
one train from station to station and back
again for the return trip is the most real-
istic. Though passenger trains are my
favorites, I also operate freight trains that
must give way to the passenger trains.

I recently received a new MTH 4-6-6-4
Union Pacific Challenger that has created
a few challenges of its own due to its size,
length, and the fact that it is an articu-
lated engine. The type of problems this
engine created involved the mountains
with the necessary clearances through and
around them. So the mountains will have
to be modified and reshaped to accom-
modate the size and articulating move-
ment of this locomotive in areas where
the scenery is close to the track.

I already have several future projects
in the planning stage. A mountain and
tunnel will be added near the new Santa
Fe Union Station along with additional
lighting effects to simulate lightning and
storms. I also plan to hide an existing
window with a canvas painting of a land-
scape to blend into the existing scenery.
There will always be future projects to
tackle and enjoy, but that’s what retire-
ment is all about.

These views show platform and passenger activity around the Santa Fe Super Chief as it prepares to depart Union Station. 

A Santa Fe VO1000 waits on the siding for an approaching train.
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This UP freight train is entering Union Station yard through the mountain gorge. The caboose is an MTH model. 

A UP Challenger exits the tunnel as it heads toward Union Station. The campground, river, and waterfall are below and to the right.
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A UP DDX40 departs Union Station yard. The engine house in the background was built from an Atlas kit.   

About the Author

Mike Bennette is a retired law enforcement offi-
cer who served with the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department. After retirement, he moved
to the state of Washington to bring his dream of
an O gauge layout to reality. When not in his base-
ment working on the layout, he can likely be
found camping on weekends in the family RV with
Jackie, his wife, and their golden retriever,
Britany. Other times you will find him in the fam-
ily room watching sports events or car auctions. 

The line’s new UP Challenger, an MTH model with Proto-Sound 3.0, crosses over the lake. The carnival is in
progress in the background.
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Fun and fantasy in O gauge

Out of This World Diorama
Article and Photos by John Ciccarelli   

I’ve always said this hobby of ours is large enough to accom-
modate all types of modelers. Even within our O gauge segment,
there is room enough for scale modelers, hi-railers, toy and 
tinplate collectors and operators, and even those of the fantasy and
whimsical persuasion. This article leans toward the whimsical side
of the O gauge hobby, but everyone is welcome to come along on
our little trip out into the American desert southwest to a place
called Area 51.

When I got the call from Ed Boyle to do a little project for
OGR, I was, as always, ready and eager to consider whatever he
had in mind. Well, I have to say that when I heard this particular
project was going to involve aliens and flying saucers, I was a 

little unsure. But when he explained that he needed me to 
build a diorama depicting the desert southwest, I was confident 
I could deliver.

This diorama revolves around the Lionel Area 51 set painted
in an “authentic” bright green and black Area 51 color scheme.
This set is reviewed by George Brown in this issue. Ed thought it
might be a hoot to show how this engine and its consist might look
in a scenario that depicted a typical close encounter of the 3-rail
O gauge kind (Photo 1). So climb aboard as we travel to one of
this country’s famous yet little-understood places to see if we can
find out what really goes on out there in that isolated and very
secretive desert location.

1
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A Little Background

For those who may not know, Area 51
is located in a remote part of southwestern
Nevada (see the satellite photo and the
map). For over six decades, it has been 
used as a testing ground for experimental
aircraft and weapons systems. The CIA
developed the high-flying U-2 and the
triple sonic A-12 reconnaissance planes
there in the 1950s and 1960s. In later
years, the U.S. Air Force tested its famous
SR-71 spy plane and the F-117 stealth
fighter at the site. The military also used
Area 51 to quietly evaluate foreign aircraft
designs. However, the intense security and
secrecy surrounding the site gave rise to
persistent rumors that some of the vehicles
being put through their paces at Area 51
literally came from out of this world.

Despite the fact the government has
finally acknowledged the existence of Area
51, conspiracy theorists are convinced it is
the prime location for UFO sightings,
alien bodies, and extraterrestrial technol-
ogy. Only those who have access to Area 51
know for sure.

Construction and Basic Scenery

Construction of my diorama began
with a 2´x 4´ sheet of 3/8˝ plywood glued
and screwed to 1˝x 2˝ supports around the
perimeter (Photo 2). Lionel FasTrack was
then attached with wood screws. To help
keep the weight down, basic landforms
were made by stuffing heavy brown paper
shapes, stapled to the base, with crumpled
newspaper (Photo 3). Ground cover was
added by applying a couple of thick coats
of sand-colored latex paint and sprinkling2
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multicolored fine and coarse ballast on the wet
paint (Photo 4). After drying overnight, the
excess ballast was vacuumed up. Then rocks,
underbrush, and other debris were added using
Walthers Goo and carpenter’s wood glue.

This World and Other-Worldly Details

Scenic details for the desert landscape were
obtained from Scenic Express and included
saguaro cacti, tumbleweeds, and prickly pear
cacti (Photo 5). Desert sand, rocks, and dead-
wood were from Woodland Scenics as was the
lichen. The backdrop was provided by Backdrop
Junction and was glued to a piece of luan 
plywood using Loctite spray adhesive (Photo 6).  

The Busch UFO, Preiser cows, and alien fig-
ures are all available from Scenic Express. I hap-
pened to have a small shed from K-Line and a
few scratchbuilt storage tanks available, so I3

4

5

added those for more scenic interest (Photo 7). 
The alien spacecraft is a fun little kit. It can

be put together in about an hour. The instruc-
tions are mostly in German, so you will have to
rely on the pictures if you are not fluent in that
language. I figure if I could do it, you can do it,
too. Once assembled, the spacecraft can be con-
nected to a transformer to activate blinking
lights. The flying saucer also comes with its own
aliens and robot, but they look too small for 
O gauge.  

Using the Lionel LionChief remote, several
other-worldly sound effects can be activated.

What’s Happening

As you can see, the startled RS3’s engineer
has stopped his train dead in its tracks after sight-
ing a UFO and its occupants (Photo 8). The
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aliens seem to be very curious about the
rather large, multicolored four-legged
earthlings that they have encountered. So
much so, they have decided to beam one of
the bovines up to their spacecraft for a
more in-depth investigation.

For my purposes, I left the backdrop
detached so I could photograph the dio-
rama from different angles and under var-
ious lighting conditions. Subscribers to the
OGR Digital Edition can click on a link to
view a short video by Rich Melvin that will
let you see and hear what the spacecraft
and engine are capable of. 

Beam Me Up

The scene for the beam-me-up photo
was created by suspending the spacecraft
from the ceiling with thread, attaching a
small amount of clear plastic wrap to the
spacecraft’s underside, and anchoring the
wrap to the module with the bovine
(Photo 9). During the time-exposure
photo, a flashlight beam was aimed at and
waved up and down along the plastic wrap
“beam.”

6

7
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8

9

More Possibilities

As I was doing this project, it occurred
to me this diorama could be the starting
point of a much larger and more encom-
passing layout. If you were so inclined, you
could make this scene a part of a larger mil-
itary base layout that could include
Quonset huts, barracks, ammo dumps,
and other structures seen on army or air
force bases. Military trains, accessories,
and vehicles are available as are figures and
other details. This type of layout could
open up all kinds of modeling opportuni-
ties and scenic possibilities in addition to
switching and operating scenarios. A
desert landscape provides a whole host of
possibilities in terms of mountains,
foothills, dry riverbeds, dilapidated shacks,
and even the skeletons of unfortunate ani-
mals. Obsolete and abandoned military
equipment would also make for interesting
scenic elements.

I hope you have enjoyed this little
flight of fantasy. As you can see, a little
whimsy can turn into a whole lot of
fun—at least it did for me. Thanks for the
call, Ed!
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Most of us can reflect back into our past and come up with
the day or occasion when the toy train or model railroading bug
bit us. It may have been sparked by a gift we received or a place we
visited, but a memory was formed way back then that has stayed
with us over the years.

For Clarke Dunham, the founder of Dunham Studios and one
of today’s professional layout builders, that magic moment hap-
pened when he was very young. His grandparents took him to
New York City to see the 1939 World’s Fair, which happened to
include a fascinating O gauge railroad display called Railroads at

Work. According to the event’s brochure, the display consisted of
more than 3,800´ of O gauge track, 1,000 miniature buildings,
6,000 trees, 7,000 gallons of water, and 300,000´ of wire. 

“What impressed me most were all those wonderful high
bridges,” Clarke recalls. “Also I was impressed with all the small
details embedded in the layout. They taught me how to handle the
space on layouts after there was no more room for trains. These
details capture the imagination of people after they have looked at
all the train action and keep them interested.” 

Clarke’s first hands-on involvement with toy trains came via

This Hell Gate Bridge exhibit is from Dunham Studios.

Creative Collaboration at Work
Article by Jim Barrett     Photos by Clarke Dunham and Jim Barrett  

Dunham Studios
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some wind-up Dorfan trains in the 
1941–42 period given to him by a soldier
who was also a family friend. But interest
in trains didn’t stick with Clarke at that
time. Then came what he refers to as real
trains, meaning some good old American
Flyer electric trains.

In 1953 Clarke needed a date for the
junior prom, and his mother introduced
him to Barbara. Two years later they were
married and moved into an apartment.
There wasn’t much room for trains, but
Clarke stayed involved by collecting and
building HO kits. 

Destined to be involved in theater,
Clarke at age 19 apprenticed at the Valley
Forge Music Fair. When the set designer
got fired, Clarke was hired on the spot to
finish the set, thus beginning a career of
artistic design and construction, although
not necessarily with trains at the start.

Clarke designed sets from 1963 to
1967 for over 50 productions at the Bucks
County Playhouse in Pennsylvania, which
led to his first Broadway and off-Broadway
engagements. That experience broadened
his design career, and he eventually
received two Tony nominations and a
dozen other awards or nominations for his
work on Broadway and in theater.  

Barbara and Clarke now live in upstate
New York in Pottersville. It’s not the
Pottersville of the It’s a Wonderful Life
movie with Jimmy Stewart, but a simple

The Adirondack Mountains are the home of Clarke, Barbara, and Dunham Studios.

Clarke and Barbara are a happy couple.

and more beautiful Pottersville than the
one George Bailey saw. This Pottersville is
located in the Adirondack Mountains
amidst some of America’s most alluring
scenery.   

Their home is a rambling, rustic log
house built in 1853, which had once been
a commercial vacation retreat. Existing
structures on the site were incorporated

with new construction to provide a sprawl-
ing complex of 7,000 square feet, housing
the couple as well as Dunham Studios.

In 1985 following his second Tony
nomination, Clarke was approached by
the advertising agency for Citibank. “The
agency wanted to do something to
improve the bank’s public image, and its
idea was to create a huge model railroad
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exhibit for the upcoming Christmas hol-
iday season,” Clarke explains. “Taking on
this project caused a change in direction
that we would follow to the present day.”

Two years later, the project resulted in
the notable Citibank Station exhibition
layout, and Clarke’s career was changed
forever. He continues, “The agency
expected to draw 30,000 visitors, but in
1987 it drew 140,000, then 180,000 in
1988, and finally 240,000 in the third
year. It was a huge success.” The Citibank
project became so all-consuming that
Clarke’s work in theater display produc-
tion waned, and the new direction in
Dunham Studios became his main source
of income by default.  

The main erecting hall is 32´ high and able to accommodate even the tallest public exhibits.

All sorts of power tools can be found in the carpentry shop.
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Another tool in the Dunham Studios computer-age arsenal is this 4´x 8´ computer-driven CNC router.

This state-of-the-art 3-D printer is a valuable tool in the layout design and construction process. 

“When Citibank tired of the idea of
engaging with the public, it dropped the
Citibank Station exhibit in 1990,” Clarke
states. “A Dunham Studios magazine ad
that year attracted numerous requests for
our layout design and construction serv-
ices. In the meantime we took the
Citibank Station exhibit, which became
the property of Dunham Studios, to
Boston and then to Williamsburg,
Virginia, where it resided for seven years
along with our newly designed Hell Gate
Bridge exhibit.”

In August 1992 Clarke received a
phone call from World Trade Center offi-
cials in New York City seeking a holiday
train display. Knowing that eight weeks
was hardly enough time to create another
world-class public exhibit, Clarke repur-
posed an original Barnum Museum exhibit
from 1990 and with it the leftover NYC
subway scene from the 1987 Citibank
Station exhibit. With those raw materials,
he created the Twin Towers Express
exhibit. Just two weeks after the exhibit
closed for the 1990 holiday season, the

Twin Towers were rocked by the first ter-
rorist bomb attack. The Twin Towers
Express exhibit was to be no more. It was
moved to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where it
became the Pennsylvania Station exhibit in
association with Dallee Electronics.

Then Clarke received another call from
executives at Citibank inviting him to
bring the Citibank Station exhibit back for
an encore engagement. The only problem
was the original Citibank Station exhibit
was installed in Williamsburg and there-
fore unavailable. Undaunted, Clarke
revived and revised the Pennsylvania
Station exhibit, returning it to its distinc-
tive three-bladed-propeller configuration
and giving it the Citibank signature
including the Victorian tower and station
roof along with a complete day-to-night
lighting system. Named The Station at
Citibank Center, this recycled exhibit was
delivered in time for the 1996 holiday sea-
son. Each main line on the exhibit was
120´ long. Operation began with 14 trains
and advanced to the point of including 32
trains in 2008 along with many other
improvements added over the intervening
years.  

“In 2008 Citibank, now Citigroup,
again apparently tired of providing a pub-
lic attraction,” Clarke says. “As a result, we
had a surfeit of exhibits in storage, enough
to fill several thousand square feet of space.
Friends began suggesting that the end
result might be a huge roadside attraction
similar to but more modern than the well-
known Roadside America. I told them
fine, but show me the money.” 

In 2010 someone actually did show
Clarke the money.  Thus was born
Railroads on Parade. Nearly two years in
the making at Dunham Studios, Railroads
on Parade is in its fourth season with six
model railroad exhibits in scales ranging
from Z to HO to O. “We’ve even got
Jackie Gleason’s famous Celebrity Cable
Car, a miniature cable car that TWA built
around a golf cart to carry celebrities at
JFK airport,” Clarke relates. “The beauty
of Railroads on Parade is that within its
5,000 square feet of floor space are 25 years
of our layout creations, which have been
viewed by over five million people or seven
million if you count all of our other public
and museum displays.” 

After creating Railroads on Parade,
Clarke became interested in developing a
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Step 2: The painting with no buildings

Step 1: Angela Trotta Thomas’s preliminary sketch
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Step 3: The final painted background

joint project with Angela Trotta Thomas,
the painter of toy train dreams featured in
Run 270. Clarke met Angela years earlier
during a visit to Dick Kughn’s Carail
museum in Detroit. Dick had retained
Clarke to design four huge layouts for
Carail. Angela and Bob, her husband, were
receptive to Clarke’s idea of a collaborative
effort with Dunham Studios. She would
do what she does best, which is to create
her paintings, and Clarke with Fletcher
Conlon, his resident computer guru,
would re-create layouts in 3-D based on
Angela’s paintings. For example, a painting
by Angela became the profile backdrop
surrounding a layout based on her scene.
This layout was rendered in 3-D computer
files and printed on a 3-D MakerBot
printer. Clarke tells us, “We are showing
the completed layout at the April 2014
TCA York meet, and custom versions by
subscription will be delivered before
Christmas 2014.”

Reflecting on today’s business realities,
Clarke elaborates, “As museum funding Step 4: Conceptual drawing of the completed layout
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Roy Baker prepares a mold master created from a portion of an OGR Ameri-Towne Building kit for the Angela Trotta Thomas layout.

Clarke and Fletcher Conlon compare the completed 3-D print of Angela’s building with the computer image on the screen.
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has declined, increasing numbers of corporate and small business
display layouts are making up more of our client base. We have
also found that train displays can have multiple lives. You might
expect that an old display would just be carved up and salvaged
for parts. But in fact, many of our layouts, both museum and 
private, have seen multiple additional purposes and locations.”

This panoramic view can be seen at Railroads on Parade.

Barbara and Clarke agree that they will continue doing what
they know and enjoy. Clarke explains, “It’s simply too rewarding
for us to just stop, and retirement has no allure for either of us.
After 25 or so years of watching visitors who started out as chil-
dren, grew up, and ultimately brought their own children and
even grandchildren to visit our exhibits, Barbara and I feel it is not

This harbor scene includes a freeform layout edge.
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only thrilling but is absolute proof that
model railroading will continue to live on.” 

Clarke also notes, “Those who believe
they lack the skills to do a professional job
in layout building are beginning, increas-
ingly, to rely on professional layout design
and construction services. We are well-
positioned to provide both the technical
knowledge and especially the artistic con-
tribution that will make each client’s expe-
rience special and lasting. Seeing the public
and private railroad displays we create
sparks powerful memories and thoughts
among young and old alike. It’s something
that can be shared now and for generations
to come, and we can help make dreams
come true.”

Here is a typical Dunham Studios trade show display.

The New York City skyline is seen at Railroads on Parade.
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The OGR/MTH
Tour Car Years
The members-only York train meet hosted twice yearly by

the Eastern Division of the Train Collectors Association at the fair-
grounds in York, Pennsylvania, is considered the pinnacle of buy
and sell toy train swap meets. Many O-gaugers make the semian-
nual pilgrimage to York for the wide variety of trains, old and new,
offered by dealers and individual members. Attendees are also
drawn to the event by the opportunity to renew long-standing
friendships with like-minded O gauge collectors and operators
and to meet new hobbyists. These days the folks who go to York
are perhaps a little grayer than in past years, but enthusiasm for
the joys of finding that just-right old or new toy train burns as
brightly as ever for those who have “York” noted on the April and
October pages of their calendars.

The York meet is still a unique mix of companionship, nostal-
gia, old trains, and the latest developments and products combined
with just plain fun. In 2002, M.T.H. Electric Trains began to pro-
duce boxcars commemorating each successive TCA York experi-
ence. That series is still going strong, but our primary focus in this
column will be chronicling six commemorative boxcars made espe-
cially for O Gauge Railroading magazine’s MTH tours conducted
during the spring York TCA meets from 2006 through 2011.

The MTH 2002 York Car 

The first car made by M.T.H. Electric Trains for its own 
commemorative series set the pattern for all the MTH York rolling
stock to come in terms of basic appearance and features, including
the OGR/MTH tour cars. The MTH Inaugural York Collector
Car (20-93154) was an offering from the more detailed and 
usually more expensive Premier line, which featured a PS1 
scale-proportioned 40´ boxcar with a separately applied roof walk,
ladders, a detailed undercarriage, and sprung trucks (Photo 1).
Only the 2002 car sported silver trucks, and the later cars had
black sprung trucks. All the cars had dark-colored roofs, ends, and
movable doors that contrasted with light-colored sides. The York
boxcars were a real deal. You got all the high-end Premier features
and the custom York decoration for only 20 bucks, which was
around half the street price for other Premier boxcars. In later years
the prices went up to $25.00 and $30.00, but they were still a
good deal in comparison with other Premier rolling stock prices.

Shortly after the first York car was issued, the thumbtack cou-
plers were replaced with a better-looking, upgraded design, which
became the standard on all subsequent Premier boxcars (Photo 2).

1

2
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2006 and 2007 MTH York Tours and Cars

By 2006, OGR’s George Seil had helped manage successful
tours of the facilities at Weaver Models in Northumberland,
Pennsylvania, for three years during the fall TCA York meets.
MTH headquarters in Columbia, Maryland, and the very large
and highly acclaimed Tony Lash layout were close enough to the
York fairgrounds and to each other that a bus trip to both loca-
tions in a single day was feasible. After some amicable negotia-
tions with Andy Edleman, vice president of Marketing at MTH,
and Tony Lash, CEO and owner of Consolidated Waste
Industries, to iron out the details, George had another OGR tour
up and running for the spring 2006 TCA York meet. Thanks to
his efforts and the talented staff at MTH, the OGR/MTH/Tony
Lash layout tours were almost immediate sellouts.

The look of the MTH 2006 OGR Tour Car (20-93322) was
not subtle. The right side of the car was adorned with the largest
OGR logo that could reasonably fit on its cream-colored flanks
(Photo 3). The spring 2006 MTH York Collector Car (20-
93321) had the same cream sides and purple roof, ends, and
doors as the OGR tour car, but featured an image of the MTH
2006 Volume 2 catalog cover on its right side (Photo 4).

The reason for the similarities is simple. MTH made hun-
dreds and hundreds of the York cars to sell at the spring TCA
meet, but less than 100 of the OGR tour cars were produced.
Time and space constraints at both the Tony Lash layout and
MTH headquarters limited the number of people who could go
on the tour on any one day to about 100. The only practical way
to provide such a small number of people with a souvenir boxcar
was to piggyback it onto the production run of the TCA cars.
The fact that you could only buy the souvenir boxcar if you went
on the OGR/MTH tour ensured its relative rarity. So the unin-
tended consequence of making an uncataloged goody available
for sale to tour goers was the creation of a scarce collectible as a
companion to the much more numerous MTH York cars. And,
of course, this relationship of relative production numbers held
true for the next six years. As with most other collectibles, if cre-
ating one isn’t your basic aim, that is usually when it happens. 

The spring 2007 cars used green as the contrasting color for
their roofs, ends, walkways, ladders, and doors. The OGR Tour
Car (20-93363) had a very appropriate image on its right side
(Photo 5). It was a dramatic O Gauge Railroading cover shot from
the August/September 2006 issue, Run 216, of the high trestle
on Tony Lash’s Norfolk & Western layout. In addition to a 
lavishly illustrated cover story, Tony’s layout was also featured in
the OGR Great Layout Adventures, Volume 5 video. 

2008 Through 2010

The February/March 2007 OGR cover, Run 220, chosen for
the 2008 OGR Tour Car (20-93417) nicely matched the dark
red used to highlight the details of the souvenir boxcar (Photo 6).
The blue used for the walkways, roof, ladders, and doors of the
2009 OGR Tour Car (20-93453) coupled with the OGR Run

3

4

5

6

7
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222, June/July 2007, blue cover colors made for a particularly
pleasing combination (Photo 7). The companion spring 2009
MTH York Collector Car (20-93458) was also significant from
a collector’s point of view because the attractive image on its right
side featured the first cover of the licensed prewar Lionel
Corporation Tinplate catalog on it (Photo 8). 

The only boxcar to display two different images on its sides
was the 2010 OGR Tour Car. (20-93493). One side had the
OGR cover for the January 2009 issue, Run 233, complete with
our 40th year anniversary logo (Photo 9). The other side of the
car acknowledged the contribution that Tony made to the suc-
cess of the tours with the prominent placement of the
Consolidated Waste Industries logo (Photo 10).

2011 the Final Cars

The last year for the tours to MTH headquarters and Tony’s
layout was 2011. The tour package had gotten more expensive
with the increase in bus prices and the strain of having a major

event at MTH in the middle of York week. Although Mike Wolf
broke low-flying land speed records going to York for the
Wednesday afternoon TCA Library talks in Strasburg after visit-
ing with tour attendees for lunch at his own offices, it became
apparent that the OGR/MTH tour was no longer sustainable as
a York activity.

The two 2011 cars were a classy ending for the series with
their olive green colors complementing cream-colored sides. The
spring 2011 MTH York Collector Car (20-93529) highlighted
an action steamer catalog cover shot, and the 2011 OGR Tour
Car (20-93528) featured the February/March 2010, Run 241,
cover with a scene from Rich Battista’s hi-rail layout (Photos 11
and 12). Mike Wolf autographed the OGR car, and it was a
happy accident that it turned out to be the last one in the series. 

Packaging

The purple Premier line boxes stayed the same during the
whole six years of the program, with the only changes made on
the ends as required by government regulations (Photos 13, 14,
and 15). The consistent look of the Premier boxes was part of a
larger marketing aim to enhance brand identification and bring
brand colors for MTH closer to the recognition levels of the
orange-and-blue boxes of its Lionel competitor.

Collector Considerations

The OGR/MTH tour cars are hard to value because so few
ever appear on the market. Those that do appear bring anywhere
from a low of $60.00 to a top price of $90.00 depending on
packaging and condition. Cars with the shipping box or that are
unopened command higher prices. The companion spring TCA

11

12
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meet cars are also a factor. If you have all 12 cars, that signifi-
cantly alters the value of the group upward.  

If you really want to get totally over the top about collecting
the complete OGR/MTH tour car series, you can always 
acquire the MTH catalogs that appear on the sides of the spring
TCA meet cars and the OGR issues that are featured on the 
tour boxcars. 

Do autographs written on the boxcars make a difference in
collectability? Hard to know. To some it is nothing more 
than the hobby’s version of graffiti; to others it enhances the value
of any piece that is signed by someone significantly connected
with it.

13
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Happy Valley, Where Life Is
(Almost) Perfect

Article and Photos by Bill Bramlage

Welcome to Happy Valley where the sun always shines, the
girls are pretty, the men are handsome, the children are polite, the
dogs don’t bark, and locally grown produce is always the freshest
and most tasty to be found anywhere (Photo 1). Indeed, just about
every aspect of life in Happy Valley is perfect for the young, old,
and everyone in between.

But this idyllic little metropolis is about to become an even
more desirable place to live, or so the citizenry has been led to
believe, with the opening of a new human services center at the
end of Main Street in the heart of downtown (Photo 2). The
overly generous services to be provided promise an ever-better
Happy Valley, if such a thing is remotely possible. For example,
residents will receive coupons to cover food, fuel, electricity, and
medical expenses; housing equipped with TV, radio, phone, and
parking; and a two-week paid family vacation, among other perks
(Photo 3).

The local population, always willing to enhance their already-
comfortable and carefree lives, lined up well before the new center
opened its doors for the first time (Photo 4). A quick glance at the
diverse crowd reveals virtually all walks of life represented, including
doctors, dancers, cooks, clergy, railroad workers, civil servants, and
even a prisoner or two. Just about everyone, it seems, is eager to avail
themselves of the latest array of generous government handouts.  

But hold on! It appears that the more freebies some people get,
the more they want. Check out the growing group of demonstra-
tors bringing up the rear of the crowd (Photo 5). They want
“More,” and they want “Color TV,” “$4 Beer,” “4 Weeks Vac”
instead of that crummy two weeks, and even “New Cars.” The
greediest of the greedy even proclaims “Need Two Cars.” Wow,
talk about rampant narcissism! And all this is happening in Happy
Valley, already deemed the most benevolent community in the
entire U.S. of A. Hurry up and get in line! 

1
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Happy Valley Human 
Services Complex

Bill Bramlage tells us he is running out of
undeveloped real estate on his layout but
found that he had two late-19th-century small
buildings and many residual 1/4˝ scale 
people to make use of. Many of the figures
were either damaged, repetitive, or for some
reason were not used in other scenes on his
train layout. So, imaginative fellow that he is,
Bill decided to create a scene that he had 
not seen before on other layouts. Thus was
born the Happy Valley Human Services 
complex. —ed.

2

3

4

5
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Wire Rope Choker
Hitch Slings for

MOW Rolling Stock
Article and Photos by Daniel Kleine

While surfing the Internet for photos of railroad cranes and tender/boom cars that
might provide inspiration and ideas for detailing my latest maintenance-of-way (MOW)
project, I noticed that this special-purpose rolling stock often has a lot of equipment
strewn on the decks or hanging along the car sides. Among the items one might 
typically find are a number of chains and wire rope slings used for handling heavy loads
in various situations. Consisting essentially of lengths of wire rope with fixed loops 
at each end, these wire rope slings commonly are used in heavy hoisting and rigging
applications. See the drawing of the three common types. 

I previously used inexpensive jewelry wire for securing loads of all types to O gauge
flatcars and thought a variation could work as choker hitch slings. In this case, a choker
is a heavy-duty looped cable, and not costume jewelry worn around the neck. Jewelry
wire, or bead stringing wire, is available at craft stores in a variety of sizes, colors, and
styles (Photo 1). It is amazing how some types look exactly like scale-sized twisted cable. 

Heat shrink tubing, also needed for this project, commonly is applied to electronic
or wiring projects in our hobby and is available at electronic stores. I used the 1/8˝
diameter size.

To make choker hitch slings, cut random lengths of jewelry wire to the scale length
you prefer. Then cut the shrink tubing in 1/2˝ lengths to serve as ferrules. You can sub-
stitute jewelry crimp tubes, which are metal, for the soft plastic shrink tubing (Photo 2).
Place two shrink tubes on a length of the chain, loop the ends, and thread the ends back
through the tubes, forming the wire into the shape of loops (Photo 3). Heat the shrink
tubes with a soldering iron (Photo 4). While the tube is still warm, squeeze it between
your fingers so it forms a tight fit around the cable (Photo 5). 1

2

3 4 5
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Jewelry wire has a natural curl, and
you can leave it this way or heat it a little
with the soldering iron to straighten it.
The wire ropes can be painted with vari-
ous colors of rust, black, silver, or yellow.
The crimps or ferrules can be painted a
different color for added detail. 

This simple construction project
resulted in a pile of choker hitch slings in
just a few minutes (Photo 6). Scatter
them around your layout wherever you
have cranes, docks, or MOW equipment
(Photo 7).

6

7
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Building a Layout: 
Laying Roadbed and Track

We are truly blessed in O gauge with having several 
different brands of track and roadbed to choose from for building
our layouts. Each brand has its strong and not-so-strong points,
and the final selection really is a matter of personal preference. 
For the layout I’m building, my choice is to use GarGraves track,
Ross Custom Switches, and Ross preformed sectional track. These
two brands of track and switches fit together seamlessly and are
easy to use.

GarGraves flexible track is cheaper per foot over long 
distances, but the formed curves may not be the best thing to use
when you go over hinged or movable sections of benchwork.
When forming curves with GarGraves track, the rails making up
the curves remain under some spring tension after forming and
being attached to the roadbed and tend to spring back toward
straight if they are anywhere in the curve to accommodate a
hinged panel joint. The same is not true of preformed curves in

Ross sectional track. For this reason, I switch back and forth from
GarGraves to Ross track if I see that a curve will fall on a needed
track cut.

As a rule, I lay my track on Midwest Products cork roadbed.
This roadbed is split lengthwise so, when properly positioned,
each half joins right on the centerline of the track. The outer edges
of the cork roadbed strip are cut on an angle to represent the 
ballast shoulders of the track. For us 3-railers, this is ideal because
it allows us to scribe a centerline where we want the track to go
and then lay the cork roadbed halves against that line.

First you’ll want to transfer your track plan from your drawing
to the tabletop using single pencil lines where you want track to
go (Photo 1). Now locate the general locations of accessories and
trackside structures (Photo 2). Even if you have made a detailed
plan on paper, there’s no better reality check than positioning
them for the real thing. You’ll almost always see minor or even

1
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major location changes that you’ll want to
make before you put down any roadbed
and track. Some rail cutting might even
need to be done on certain rails or switches
to accommodate your track plan. This is
the time to prove out the feasibility of your
track plan before you start laying roadbed
and cutting up track and switches.

Once you are certain that you can
make a viable layout track plan after mak-
ing the necessary cuts and adjustments to
switches plus scenery and structures, then
and only then should you proceed with
laying the cork roadbed. When you are
sure that you’re ready, separate the cork
halves along the split line (Photo 3). Turn
the cork halves around so all the slanted
edges are upside down and away from you.

2

3 4

Place them on a covering of newspaper to protect your work
surface from any glue overspray.

Using a can of 3M Super 77 spray glue, coat the exposed
underside of the cork halves until the cork strips appear to be
evenly coated with the glue (Photo 4). The effect you want
to achieve is like spray painting a large piece of material using
long even strokes.

Lay the cork strips against the pencil line right over any
hinged section joints and staple them in place (Photo 5). I
use an Arrow T-33 staple gun that shoots curved-top staples
through the cork, leaving a curved top to grab and pull out
after the glue has set.

Cork used as a roadbed covers up a world of sins. You will
always have slightly uneven tabletop material between one
plywood layer and the next and possibly a slightly uneven
layer at hinged panel joints (Photo 6). Not to worry! Cork
can be easily leveled with a plane on an uneven hump at the
joint line. In Photo 7, I am using a carpenter’s jackplane to
do this. If such a tool is unavailable, you can also use a
Stanley surform file.

Track is laid using #4 flat-head wood screws and also a
combination drill bit and countersink (Photo 8). Note that
ties have been spaced so the benchwork joint line goes right5
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6

7 8

9

between the track ties. The ties on either
side of the joint will get two holes each
since this is a hard point where the rails
must be kept perfectly in line on both sides
of the cut. 

When laying track through curves,
pre-bend the GarGraves track sections to
approximate the shape of the curve (Photo
9). Note that the end of the track section
will no longer be even (Photo 10). Cut off
the two extended rails using a motor tool
and fiber cutting discs (Photo 11). When
the track section is placed down on the
cork, drill and attach a screw about every
4˝ or so through the curve. I alternate sides
of the center rail for each screw.

When you get to the uneven end of the
track, resist the urge to cut the ends of the
rail off evenly. Using a block of wood and
a small hammer, tap each of the three rails
back through the ties so that they totally
close the previous track joint (Photo 12).
Then cut off the ends to make a nice square
track cut.

You may also note that the curve is not
totally smooth throughout its length. This
is easily corrected by noting where the
slight kink in the track is, driving track
screws at roughly the beginning and the
end of the kinked area, and then removing
any screws between the two you just put
in. Then gently tap on the edges of the ties
right at the middle between the two screws
you just added. Use a piece of scrap wood
along with a small hammer (Photo 13).
You will be amazed at how smoothly and
perfectly you can make the curve.

When all the track has been laid,
smoothed out, and closed track joints
completed, this is the time to open the
track at the benchwork joints previously
covered. Look closely at Photo 14, and you
will see that you will end up with a slanted
cut line in the rail, slanted either one way
or the other depending on how you hold
the motor tool and cutting disc. For a
raised panel, if you are cutting on the
hinged side of the panel, cut so that the
slant will lean toward the hinged section
when it is lifted. On the opposite edge of
the panel, cut so that the track cut will lean
away from the panel. Using this method
will prevent the track from binding against
the table side of the track when raising and
lowering the hinged section.

Don’t be bashful about cutting
switches. Just make sure the frog of the
switch or any moving rails on the switch
don’t end up on the cut line when you are
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10

11

12

positioning track and switches (Photo 15). Also, don’t forget to
pad any switch machine or switch track ties by adding some cork
where it is needed (Photo 16). I plan to add a switch lantern to
the opposite side of the switch machine later, so the ties that stick
out on that side are also padded.

Here’s a nice touch. On real railroads, mainline tracks are
almost always maintained better than sidings. Why should things
not be this way on your railroad, too? When you have a track

13
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14

15

switch leading off the main line to an old spur sid-
ing, don’t use any cork roadbed where that siding
track will be (Photo 17). Just screw that siding track
directly to the table. The result when the ballast is
added will be a distinct height difference between
the mainline tracks and the siding. Sure, that means
the switch may need to be bent sideways a little, but
that is how it looks on the real railroads. It will show

16

17

a subtle ski jump effect sideways as the siding track settles into a lower
roadbed. Also, you can make that siding track look all kinked and misshapen
from heat and the lack of maintenance by intentionally kinking up the sid-
ing track a little. The end effect is marvelous.

Be sure when you are laying track and switches to make the track joint
as closed up as possible before you go to the next section of track (Photo 18).
Eliminating little gaps will result in a much smoother main line and a notice-
able difference in a lack of noise as your train rolls through the area. Also
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note how easily the screw head goes away with a touch of flat black paint. If
the actual height of the rail at the joint is slightly different, use a flat file on
the high rail surface. That makes for a smooth-running train as well.

Check things as you go when laying track over butted end joints. Photos
19 and 20 show how important this becomes on hinged drop sections. Also,
make sure that you have waited some period of time between building your
benchwork and laying track when dealing with movable sections of bench-
work. The wood needs to cure out at residential temperature and humidity
before you proceed with laying track.

Now I need to figure out how my trains are going to go through the wall
into my furnace room, make it around the furnace, and then get back into
the viewing room. I also need to figure out how I’m going to do that while
still leaving the furnace available for maintenance when needed. That may
be a tall order that I’ll cover in my next “Backshop.” See you there!

18 19

20
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$19.95
$24.95
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Days of Yesteryear

To paraphrase the intro to the “Lone Ranger” radio shows of
the distant past, let’s return for a moment to those thrilling days
of yesteryear when urban department stores and even rural 
merchants sold toy trains. As a lad in the early 1950s, I found my
annual visit to see the new Lionel trains on sale at the big 
department stores of Gimbel Brothers and John Wannamaker in
Philadelphia and Macy’s in New York to be more than just
thrilling. Offerings of O gauge trains were also fun to see at the
smaller shops such as our local Western Auto and especially at my
favorite paper route customer and Saturday morning hangout,
Crowley’s Train Depot. But I digress….

Back then, merchants large and small competed vigorously for
the annual dollars spent on trains for youngsters and for parents,
too. This spirited competition led to special train sets or even 
individual cars being manufactured for a particular merchant and
not available anywhere else. Even considering the evolution of the

retail landscape over the past several decades, some vestiges of 
special toy train offerings are still with us. But instead of traveling
to a palatial department store of yesteryear, these specially released
trains or individual cars can be viewed and bought via a computer
or even a cell phone connected to a contemporary Internet 
website. Whether or not this is a fun or cool way to buy trains
depends on your point of view, but I won’t delve into that topic,
at least not at this time.

A recent special product offering that caught my attention a
few weeks ago is the upcoming group of boxcars from the
Midwest home improvement retailer, Menards. As I write this
column in late February, the initial offering has yet to occur but
is planned for early April as this issue rolls off the press. In fact,
the car and two extra shells shown in the photos are pilot models
because the production cars have yet to arrive at Menards from
its builder. 
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Before I got to see the actual car and additional shells,
I anticipated they would be traditionally sized at something
smaller than 1:48 scale. The basis for my rationale was two-fold
with the low price of a penny under $20.00 per car plus the O27
minimum curve. I also anticipated a lightweight construction
with thin plastic components including a plastic frame and 
plastic couplers. To be candid, I can easily deal with the several
pleasant surprises that greeted me as I unpacked the car and shells
here at the OGR Southwest Office.

The shell moldings were consider-
ably thicker than I anticipated, and the
frame of the complete car was stamped
steel with a separate stamped steel
underframe beam and a separate air
brake appliance. All four channels that
the doors slide in are also stamped steel
with metal pins securing these channels
to the body. Stamped steel and die-cast
side trucks feature fast-angle sintered
metal wheels on needlepoint steel axles.
Best of all, the die-cast operating cou-
plers close fairly easily and stay closed.
Magnetic coupler actuation uses my
favorite design of a hidden steel flap and
lever rather than the sometime trouble-
some and always ugly thumbtack-style
plastic actuator.

As to the overall size of the Menards
boxcar, it proved to be 1:48 scale and
matches my 1:48 scale ARA X-29 steel
40´ boxcar from Atlas O. Of course as a
concession to cost, all the ladders and
grab irons are molded into the body,
and there are no separately applied
details on the car ends other than the
steel brake wheel. On the editorial
Carpet Central Railroad, the
Menards boxcar blended in with a
train of traditionally sized rolling
stock as well as in a consist of scale
cars.

On each of our samples, the
decoration was flawless. Color
separation between the sides and
the rest of the body on the Santa
Fe car rivaled that of much more
expensive O gauge boxcars. As to
the lettering on all the bodies, 
it was crisp and clear. On the 
topic of lettering, I understand
from Jim Johnson at Menards
Merchandizing Department that
each production car will have a
unique car number as do real cars.
No two of these limited-produc-
tion Menards boxcars will have the
same car number. Obviously, the
car numbers were not applied to
the pilot samples I received.

As I also understand from Jim, the cars will be for sale on the
Menards Collectable page of the Menards website at
www.menards.com with arrival expected in early May of this year.
If any of these boxcars are still available in late September, they will
be disbursed to the company’s stores along with the rest of the still-
available 2014 offerings. The excitement of seeing specially built
train cars for sale in a store like Menards recalls those thrilling days
of yesteryear.
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May 30-31, 2014
TUCSON, AZ – Toy Train Show,
Tucson Expo Center, 3750 E. Irvington
Rd. Fri. 2p-7p, Sat. 9a-2p, Adm: $6, 13
and under free. Info: Dave Hoverstock,
(520) 909-0722, Gadsden Pacific 
Toy Operating Museum,
trainshow@gpdtoytrainmuseum.com, 
or www.gpdtoytrainmuseum.com.

June 7-8, 2014
TAMPA, FL – 11th Tampa Model Train
Show, Florida State Fairgrounds, Special
Events Center. June 7, 9a-5p, June 8,
10a-4p, Adm: $8, under 12 free. Info:
Charles Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St.,
Arlington, VA 22213, rrshows@aol.com,
or www.gserr.com.

June 21, 2014
CHARLOTTE, NC – 11th Annual
North Carolina Railfair & Model Train
Show. 9a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free.
Operating layouts, 250 plus tables. Info:
Charles Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St.,
Arlington, VA 22213, rrshows@aol.com,
or www.gserr.com.

June 28, 2014
TALLAHASSEE, FL – Model RR Show
& Sale, North Florida Fairgrounds, 441
Paul Russell Rd. Bldgs. 2 and 4. 9a-4p,
Adm: $6, 12 and under free, scouts in
uniform free. Info: John Sullenberger,
(850) 544-1870, sullyjws@aol.com, or
www.bbmra.org.

June 28-29, 2014
TITUSVILLE, PA – Oil Creek &
Titusville RR Train Show, 409 S. Perry
Street Station. 9a-4:30p, Adm: $3, under
10 free w/adult. Info: Bob G. Frederick,
(724) 775-1886 or (724) 407-0421, or
mamamurray41@hotmail.com.

July 12, 2014
DELAND, FL – 47th Florida Railfair,
Volusia County Fairgrounds, Tommy
Lawrence Bldg. SR 44 and I-4 (Exit
118). Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info:
Charles Miller, 3106 N. Rochester St.,
Arlington, VA 22213, rrshows@aol.com,
or www.gserr.com.

July 26, 2014
PHOENIX, AZ – In the Heat Swap
Meet, North Baptist Church, 5757 N.
Central Ave. 9a-1p, Adm: $5. Info:
David Jerry, (602) 336-0973 or 
(602) 361-0356.

  Scheduled Meets listings cost $25.00 per issue. Listings may be placed via e-mail at
info@ogaugerr.com or by regular mail. For more information, visit www.ogaugerr.com and
click on “Train Meets” in the menu displayed in the left-hand column.

LIONEL

MTH

AMERICAN FLYER
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AZ

www.arizonatraindepot.com

Mesa

755 McKellips Rd  Ste 5 480-833-9486

Specializing in O,O27& MTH Gauge One, MTH, Lionel, Atlas O.
Closed Sun.  Email: sales@arizonatraindepot.com.

TOLL FREE - 877-777-1444

ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT 

CA

www.trainshack.com

Burbank

1030 N Hollywood Way 818-842-3330

So. Cal's leading "O" Gauge store!
3rd Rail, Centerline, GarGraves, QSIndustries,

TM Books & Videos, Woodland Scenics.

THE TRAIN SHACK INC

CA

www.alliedmodeltrains.com

Culver City

4371 Sepulveda Blvd 310-313-9353

A friendly model railroad store since 1946.
3 miles from LAX. All scale, all sizes including Marklin.

Fleischman and Digitrax too. Info@alliedmodeltrains.com

ALLIED MODEL TRAINS

CA

www.thewhistlestop.com

Pasadena

2490 E Colorado Blvd 626-796-7791

Exclusively Trains since 1951. Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB,
Athearn, Atlas. Open 7 days. Large selection of

O - On30 - O27 - G. Brass, books & tools.

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP

CA

www.rrhobbies.com

Roseville (Sacramento)

119 Vernon St 916-782-6067

Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Atlas, MTH, GarGraves, brass imports, books, detail parts.

Open 7 days.

RAILROAD HOBBIES

CA

www.westerndepot.com

Yuba City

1650 Sierra Ave, Ste 203 530-673-6776

Williams entire catalog in stock. Same day shipping.
Written order confirmations. Huge inventory of tinplate,

Hi-rail O, O27, books, videos, tools and supplies.

WESTERN DEPOT

CO

www.timstoytrains.com

Louisville

1140 E South Boulder Rd 303-666-5468

Full Service Train Store specializing in O Gauge
Authorized Lionel service center. Other scales available.

Mon-Wed 10-6, Thur-Sat 10-7 closed Sunday.

TIM'S TOY TRAINS

CT Cos Cob

405 E Putman Ave 203-869-0969

Well rounded store featuring special orders.
M-S 9:30 to 5:30. Closed Sunday.

ANN'S HOBBY CENTER

DE Ocean View

15 Daisey Ave 302-539-1601

Lionel new & used. Atlas, Bachmann, MTH. We buy used trains. 
Auth. Lionel repairs. Large inventory of used HO trains. 

Tues-Sat 11 - 4:30  Closed Sun & Mon  No sales tax in DE.

SEASIDE HOBBIES 

FL

www.readytorolltrains.com

Miami

831 NW 143rd St 305-688-8868

Largest all train store in the south. Z, N, HO, O, On30, S, G,
Stand Gauge. MTH, Lionel, Atlas O, Weaver, Williams and LGB.

Open Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-3.

READY TO ROLL INC

FL

www.colonialphotohobby.com

Orlando

634 N Mills St 407-841-1485

O scale and Lionel.
Factory authorized Lionel repair station.

COLONIAL PHOTO & HOBBY INC.

FL

www.trains-usa.com

Pensacola

10412 N Palafox St. 850-478-8584

All scales - Buy, Trade and Sell. Operating Layouts.
Tuesday through Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm

TRAINS BY JOHNSON

FL

www.gcmrr.com

Sarasota

3222 Clark Rd 941-923-9303

Trains!   Trains!   Trains!
Operating O gauge layout.

Mon-Thu 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-5.

GULF COAST MODEL RAILROAD

GA

www.legacystation.com

Atlanta

4153 Lawrenceville Hwy 770-339-7780

 "The Best Train Store In Atlanta." Full selection of  O Gauge
items. Repairs on premises.

Friendly staff, great service, best prices!

LEGACY STATION

IA

www.hobbyhaven.com

Urbandale

2575 86th St. 515-276-8785

MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Weaver, 3rd Rail, Arttista,
Williams, DPM, detail parts - supplies. 

Rte I-80/35 Exit 129, 2 miles south

HOBBY HAVEN

IL

www.berwynstoytrains.com

Berwyn

7025 Ogden Ave 708-484-4384

Largest selection of 3-rail O gauge trains in Chicagoland.
In store layout. Authorized Value-Added dealer & service.

Open 6 days

BERWYN'S TOY TRAINS

KS

www.fredstrainshop.com

Overland Park

7327 W 80th St 913-383-3500

 O, S, HO, N, G and Z scales. Lionel and MTH authorized service
center. New,used and vintage trains and memoriablia. 

Lionel, MTH, AF, Marklin and LGB

FRED'S TRAIN SHOP

KS

www.frankstrainshop.com

Overland Park

15105 Metcalf Ave 913-681-6830

O Gauge, HO, G and N scale. Lionel, MTH authorized service
center.  Mon - Fri  9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4

FRANK'S TRAIN SHOP

MD

www.modeltrainstuff.com

Cockeysville

243A Cockeysville Rd 410-229-9995

Authorized Lionel & MTH Sales & Service. Great selection of     O,
HO, & N scale trains from most manufacturers.

 Books, DVDs, & Scenery products.

M B KLEIN

MD Forest Hill

15 E Jarrettsville Rd 410-893-1089

Model Trains & Accessories. All gauges and makes.
Hi-Rail & Scale bought, sold and repaired.

Railroad Gifts!

FOREST HILL STATION

MD

www.enginehousehobbies.net

Gaithersburg

1A East Diamond Ave 301-590-0816

Trains and more serving your creative needs.
Primarily O and HO, scenery and tools. Order N & G.

Authorized repairs and upgrades available.

ENGINE HOUSE HOBBIES-GAITHERSBURG

MD

www.traindepotmd.com

Mount Airy

1 South Main St 301-607-8155

All gauges G to Z.  Lionel, Flyer, American Models, LGB, Marklin,
Atlas. Trains, accessories & scenic materials. Authorized Lionel

Svc. Station. Since 1910.  Visit our website!

TRAIN DEPOT-MOUNT AIRY

MD

www.cmtrains.com

Thurmont

3 West Main St 301-271-5491

We speak fluent O Gauge. Atlas O, GarGraves, K-Line,
Lionel,  MTH, Weaver. We buy collections.

email - trainspj@aol.com 

CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN TRAINS

MO

www.electrictrainoutlet.com/

St. Louis

9517 Page Blvd 314-428-2211

Lionel & American Flyer Specialists.
Large selection at discount prices. We buy, sell and repair.

Value-added Dealer & Service Station.

ELECTRIC TRAIN OUTLET

NC

www.littlechoochooshop.com

Spencer

500 S Salisbury Ave 800-334-CHOO

MTH, Lionel, Atlas, HO, N, Z, books & videos!
Authorized Lionel & MTH Service Center

Tuesday through Saturday -  10:00 to 5:30

LITTLE CHOO CHOO SHOP INC.

NC

www.trainloft.com

Winston-Salem

4007-B Country Club Rd 336-760-9817

Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, K-Line, Sunset/3rd Rail. Large
selection of older MTH. Store layout.
First in O gauge! Mon-Sat 10 to 6.

TRAIN LOFT

NJ

www.hobbyshopnj.com

Aberdeen

1077 - C    Route 34 732-583-0505

MTH Mega Station  HO, N and O Gauge.
Tin Plate and Standard Gauge. Sales and Service.

Open 7 days

HOBBY SHOP-ABERDEEN

NJ

www.allaboardtrains1.com

Barnegat

8 Transom Lane 609-693-2552

Lionel and MTH Authorized Service Station.
Lionel Value Added Dealer. Electric Railroad Company Command

Control and Sound Kits Sales & Installations.

ALL ABOARD TRAINS-BARNEGAT

NJ

www.tonystraintown.com

Cedar Grove

575 Pompton Ave 973-857-2337

Authorized Marklin, Lionel, Sales.
LGB, O27, HO, N and Z scale trains.

Sales and Service!

TONY'S TRAIN TOWN-CEDAR GROVE

NJ

www.feelslikehomeonline.com

Newton

185 Spring St 973-383-9100

Authorized Lionel and MTH sales & service.
New and used trains in a friendly place.

Tues. - Sat. 10 AM - 5 PM Thurs. evening until 8 PM

FEELS LIKE HOME LLC

NJ

www.biglittle.com

Somerville

63 W Main St 908-685-8892

All scales N thru G, Open Tues-Fri 11-7 Sat 11-5 Sun 12-4
Also stock Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics, Scenic Express,

Atlas, Lionel, MTH. Custom orders encouraged.

BIG LITTLE RR SHOP

NJ Totowa

294 Union Blvd 973-942-2694

Lionel, K-Line, GarGraves, Atlas. Ameri-Towne Buildings.
Authorized Lionel Service Station.

New and Used. Buy and Sell.

WALKER'S HARDWARE

NV Las Vegas

2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

Lionel, MTH trains and accessories. New and used.
Buy, sell, repair. Value-Added Dealer and Service Station.

TRAIN ENGINEER 

NY

www.e-zcatch.com/

Staten Island

5 Tysen St 718-727-7373

  MTH Authorized Sales & Service Center, Specializing in MTH O
scale and standard gauge.  Low prices and great servise.

email-patscags@msn.com

E-Z CATCH MODEL TRAIN SHOP

OH

www.aaronscitytrains.com

Akron

587 Grant St. 234-678-3482

A MASSIVE amount of O Gauge trains.
We specialize in hard to find MTH and Lionel trains.

Wed - Fri 11-6,  Sat 10-6,  Sun 12-5

AARON'S CITY TRAINS

OH

www.uncleraystrainsoh.com

Avonlake

32961 Pinoak Pkwy Suite 3 440-933-0609

     3 Rail, 2 Rail  and O Gauge Accessories
Quality Customer Service 

UNCLE RAY'S TRAINS

OH

www.dixieunionstation.com

Mason (Cincinnati)

110 W Main St 513-459-0460

Full service trains, all scales new and old
bought, sold and traded.

DIXIE UNION STATION

OH

www.stockyardexpress.com

Oberlin (W. Clev.)

49293 Plate Rd 440-774-2131

Where the bull stays in the barn
and the train rolls down the track.

 Authorized MTH Service & Demo Center

STOCKYARD EXPRESS

PA Elizabethtown

2 W High St 717-367-4745

Lionel authorized value added dealer SS#250
See our large selection of Lionel trains

M & T 12 - 6  /  Th 12 - 9  /  Fri 12 - 5  /  Sat 10 - 4

BARRY'S TRAIN SHOP 

PA Hanover

38 York St 717-637-4717

New and used O and S gauge trains. MTH and Lionel authorized
dealer and service center.

Open Tue - Fri 12-5  Sat 10 - 4

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
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PA

www.imperialtrainco.com

Imperial

450 Penn Lincoln Dr 724-695-7552

MTH, Lionel, Kline, Atlas-O, Gargraves, USA Trains,
scenery supplies, repairs. O, HO and G Scales.

Collections bought. Large MTH Inventory.

IMPERIAL TRAIN CO.

PA

www.jasonstrainshop.com

Johnstown

100 Clinton St 814-254-4803

We specialize in MTH O Gauge trains

JASON'S TRAIN SHOP

PA Leola

321 E Main St 717-656-0666

O, O27, HO, S. Authorized Lionel Service Station #344.
Buy, sell, trade, repair and restore toy trains.

CONESTOGA HOBBIES

PA

www.mercerjunction.com

Mercer

151 N Diamond St 724-662-1110

Specializing in all O Scale needs from track, scenery and Artista
figures. Premier MTH and 3rd Rail brass locomotives. Stop by

and see our 21'x10' fully detailed DCS & TMCC layout.

MERCER JUNCTION

PA

www.undergroundrrshop.com

New Castle

1906 Wilmington Rd 724-652-4912

Buy/sell/trade,repair all types of trains. Giant Lionel miniature
village display during holidays. M,W,F 12-5, Sat 10-4 Holiday

Hrs. M, W, F 12-9, Tu. & TH. 12-5, Sat 10-5, Su 12-5. 

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SHOPPE

PA

www.cooltrains.com

Salunga (Lancaster)

106 W Main St 717-898-7119

New and used O and HO trains, tools, scratch building supplies.
Full line hobby shop. 

Tue, Wed, THUR 10 - 6 Fri  10 - 7 Sat 10 - 4

COOL TRAINS HOBBIES

PA

www.etrainshop.com

Strasburg

Rte 741 E 717-687-7911

From trains to scenery, everything for the layout builder.
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Open 7 days.

Next to Choo Choo Barn.

CHOO CHOO BARN, INC.

PA

www.getahobby.net

Uniontown

35 W Main St 724-438-7246

Lionel, MTH, Atlas. Authorized Lionel & MTH warrenty repairs
Open 7 days M-F 10 - 7, Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5

GET A HOBBY

PA York

17 Market St 717-699-1234

Train specialists in O, HO, S and standard gauge.
Most diversified selection of MTH in mid-atlantic region.

Loaded, one of Americas 10 best shops.

B & E JUNCTION

UT

www.trainshoppeslc.com

Salt Lake City

2964 S State St 801-322-2729

All scales available. Five operating layouts. Scenery supplies,
paint, DCC. Buy and sell all scales.

Hours 10-6 M - S Closed Sunday. All major Credit cards.

TRAIN SHOPPE

WA

www.tacoma-trains.com

Tacoma

3813 North 26th St 253-756-7517

Large selection of O gauge trains, scenery, paints & tools.
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.

TACOMA TRAINS & HOBBIES

WI

www.railtycoon.com

Green Bay

1353 Velp Ave 920-496-9697

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics.
Books, videos, magazines. Buy-Sell-Trade-Repair.

M 12-7, T-F 10-5. S 10-2. Nov - Mar

GB TRAIN SHOP

• Your store name, address, phone number, and website in each issue
• Display up to four logos featuring the top manufacturers in the hobby
• Include 150 characters of copy
• Your website linked to the OGR website
• Ads listed by state, making it easier for readers to find your location

Have Your Dealership Listed Here for Only 
$150 a Year!

Call: 1-800-980-6477 for Details
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Big Tour for Big Tourists

It’s early summer in the part of the country
served by the Central New York Railroad, and
tourists are starting to flock to the popular natural
attraction known as Red Rock National Park. 
Special groups willingly pay a premium to make 
the journey aboard the CNY’s custom-built, 
open-air passenger cars, and today members of 
the National Order of Big Guys and Gals will be
populating the consist. 

These oversized figures gathered among a few
normally sized 1:48 scale figures are Homies, which
are part of an extensive series of 2˝ plastic supermarket
vending machine figures based on a comic strip by
David Gonzales. Homies are collectible in their own
right, but Jim Policastro, president and CEO 
of his CNY layout, developed a fondness for them
simply because they constitute a fun group of 
colorful, plastic, and attention-getting figures that
can enhance just about any scene on any layout.

Photo by Jim Policastro
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