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NEW PAINT SCHEMES FROM ATLAS!

Here are some new paint schemes from Atlas’ Trainman® line that can be ordered through your hobby store. For a more complete
shipping schedule, please visit www.atlaso.com. To find an Atlas Authorized Dealer near you, visit http://locator.atlasrr.com.

U23B LOCOMOTIVES TRAINMAN® http://www.atlastrainman.com/Locomotives/tmou23b.htm
(80* (80 Chessie Syster™
Reading and Northern Santa Fe
Penn Central Western Pacfic
GOLDEN SPIKE CLUB 2012 http://www.atlaso.com/club.htm

BECOMIE MR

EXCLUSIVE MEMBER

As a member, you will be part of a select group of discriminating model railroaders who deserve and will obtain the best in
benefits, information and private offers directly from Atlas. Don’t delay...join today!

The Atlas Golden Spike Club features two levels of membership, (Primary and Deluxe) in every scale, all with excellent benefits!
Annual limited club cars are included in the Deluxe level of membership in each scale. The annual club cars are solely for Atlas
Golden Spike Club members and will not be offered through stores or to the general public.

R

O Scale - PS-4750 Covered Hopper - Union Pacific

DON'T MISS THE LATEST PRODUCT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM ATLAS! Subscribe to The Atlas E-News Flash to receive our All-Scales Monthly Catalogs.

*CSX Licensed Product. Products bearing Union Pacific and Western Pacific are made under trademark license from Union Pacific Railroad Company.


www.atlaso.com/club.htm
www.atlastrainman.com/Locomotives/tmou23b.htm

1-800-331-1395 Call for Free Catalog

www.rossswitches.com

054

031 042

CURVED

064 072

080

#6 CURVED

SWItGIIeS for every I"ISSII]IlIW' v

REG.

11°WYE
TIN PLATED onoss
STEEL RAIL | 4-WAY OVER #8 DBL.
IS INDIVIDUALLY SPIKED EHO-S
AT EACH WOODEN TIE! | YARD SET
o7owye | ALLRCS SWITCHES NOW AVAILABLE READY TO RUN!
Why Use Anything Else?
Pictured here are just some of the more than the 40 models of
switches Ross makes. Ross gives you the flexibility to do any-
thing the real railroads do. We all know how model railroads
can change or expand over the years, as unforeseen ideas pop
LOW PROFILE into our heads. If you use the other guys limited offerings, will
CLEARS ALL you be able to do the things that you can do with Ross? Almost
o‘é'éim,';ﬁ'#a all have made their stuff compatible with Ross, but what of the

NARROW ENOUGH
TO FIT BETWEEN
THE CLOSEST
TRACKS.EASILY

LS LEIE S 2 LIGHTED CONTROLLER

AND SWITCH MACHINE

AVAILABLE SEPARATELY.

hodge podge of trackwork you will have? Ross Custom
Switches, for thirty years we have been running our trains
through these things. Time tested reliability, smooth as silk,
hand built right here in the USA. Call for a free catalog!

Why use anything else?

P.S. Did you know RCS makes sectional track too?


www.rossswitches.com
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PRODUCT REVIEWS

3rd Rail Pennsylvania EMD E7

MTH Ready-to-Run PRR 4-6-0 Steam Freight Set

FEATURES

Born to Have Fun
Jim Teeple

Test Your Nerve, Cross at the Curve
Eliot Scher

”
o e

Bevell's 0 Gauge Seasonal Spectacular
Ron Timma

All Tanked Up

m Alan Arnold

Bear Creek Railroad
Jerry Mickey

61
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DIVISIONS

Editor’s Corner Show Me a Story
Smoke Signals Product Announcements

Readers’ Rails Your Trains and Layouts

Collector’s Gallery The Great Leap Backward:
The Lionel Button Box

Rail Tales Pumpkin Truck Squashed by Freight Train

Scene Along the Rails Thoroughly Thoroughbred

Here's an Idea Remote Control for Lionel’s Postwar
027 Manual Switches

Backshop More Favorite Backshop Articles
The Helper Engine On the Way to the Forum
Scheduled Meets Shows to Attend

Dealer Roundhouse 0 Gauge Shops
Cartoon A Laugh for the Month

Advertiser Index Advertisers in This Issue

ON THE COVER

Since this is the October/November issue, and since those
months herald the start of fall, Halloween, and
Thanksgiving, it seemed appropriate to include some sea-
sonal color on the cover. This Rio Grande steamer fits the
bill nicely. The locomotive is an MTH RailKing model
that operates on Jim Teeple’s layout. You'll see much more

of Jim’s layout inside this issue.

Photo by Jim Teeple
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Show Me a Story

What's going on here? Steve Phetterplace shares the account of a seasonal incident inside this issue.

0 GAUGE RAILROADING /s published seven times yearly

0 GAUGE RAILROADING (ISSN 1062-1482) is published seven times per year in January, February,
April, June, August, October and December by OGR Publishing, Inc., 33 Sheridan Rd., Poland, OH
44514-1680; phone: 330-757-3020; fax: 330-757-3771; e-mail: Info@ogaugerr.com; website:
Wwww.0gaugerr.com.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: By mail in USA: 1 year (7 issues) $34.95 US; 2 years (14 issues) $62.95 US.
Canadian subscriptions: 1 year $44.95 US; 2 years $82.95 US. Foreign subscriptions: 1 year $59.95
US; 2 years $109.95 US. Remit all funds in US dollars.

CONTRIBUTIONS: News items, construction articles, photos, etc. pertaining to 2 and 3-rail 0 scale
trains all types are solicited. Manuscripts, photos, drawings and other items contributed for publica-
tion become the property of OGR Publishing, Inc., and will not be returned unless accompanied by a
stamped, self addressed envelope. Upon publication, contributors and authors will assign exclusive
publication rights to OGR Publishing, Inc. for these manuscripts, photos, drawings and other items.
Feature articles will be paid for upon publication. Please do not submit previously published manu-
scripts, photos or drawings. Information about submitting articles may be obtained from the editor.
OGR Publishing, Inc. assumes that all letters, product information and items of general interest are
offered gratis. OGR Publishing, Inc. will not be responsible for the opinions expressed by the editors,
authors or advertisers.

ADVERTISING: Our current advertising rate card is available at www.ogaugerr.com. Click on "Advertise
in OGR." Or send a # 10 SASE to our office. Acceptable ads are limited to items of interest to 1/4"
scale model railroaders, including books, videos and other related items.

DEALERS: New hobby store dealers are always welcome. Please contact George Seil,
OGR Publishing, Inc, 33 Sheridan Rd., Poland, OH 44514-1680, phone: 330-757-3020; e-mail:
dealersales@ogaugerr.com

PRINTED in the USA, Periodical postage paid at Youngstown OH 44514 and at additional mailing
offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to OGR Publishing, Inc., 33 Sheridan Rd., Poland OH 44514-
1680.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Publisher must be notified at least 60 days prior to address change. Please
give us both old and new addresses in full, including zip+4. Magazines not forwarded by the USPS
andy/or failure to notify us of the change may result in your missing an issue and/or additional postage.
We do not guarantee delivery to business addresses.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Eastern time.
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There’s a story behind virtually every
model train layout. For example, what was
the motivation for building the layout in
the first place, and why was O gauge
selected? What was planned in terms of
scenery and operations? How did a particu-
lar theme, brand of trains, or type of control
system come to be chosen? And the list goes
on. This is the type of information included
in nearly all of our major layout features,
and it gives the reader the background
needed to understand why and how the lay-
out was constructed.

What about stories that exist, or poten-
tially exist, right there o7 the layout? When
we create individual scenes for our minia-
ture rail empires, I tend to think of them as
vignettes incorporated in a broader overall
setting. We often have the makings of a story
when we determine just where to position
the various structures, figures, and other
scenic features. A fictional tale based on what
we are creating may not be the first thing to
come to mind, but it’s probably safe to say
that just about every object or figure placed
on the layout has some purpose for being
where it is. And if that is indeed the case, it
follows that some potential exists for elabo-
rating on things a bit and spinning a bit of
ayarn.

I really enjoy seeing my fellow hobbyists
engage in some creative storytelling with
select action and scenes on their layouts to
the extent where they may even reposition
trains and other objects on the layout as the
story line develops. I think it’s great when
someone takes the time and effort to con-
jure up a make-believe scenario and follows

through with a sequence of photos that
guide the viewer through the timeline of the
event. In some respects, it’s very much like
a photo essay that might have appeared in
LIFE or one of the many other newspapers
and magazines we enjoyed in the past.

A fine example of the potential for
storytelling and the type of story 'm refer-
ring to appears in this issue in a new section
called “Rail Tales.” Our premier “Rail Tales”
features the creative work of Steve
Phetterplace, an OGR contributor and
forum participant. Steve has been published
in OGR before (“Let it Snow!” in Run 232),
buct this time around, he had originally sub-
mitted a few photos that he felt might be
appropriate for “Readers’ Rails.” Upon see-
ing what Steve had come up with, I decided
that this interesting little story deserved a bit
more exclusive treatment. A story line was
developed that turned Steve’s photos, com-
plete with a fictitious newspaper article, into
a fun and fanciful feature that I believe our
readers will thoroughly enjoy. Perhaps best
of all, the incident he describes and portrays
is entirely appropriate to this particular time
of the year.

Regular readers of OGR will recall how
other contributors have also developed and
shared fictional stories about certain aspects
of their layouts. Often these accounts are
displayed as sidebars to the main article, or
they may even constitute a theme for the
entire article. Jim Policastro, to cite just one
example of the former treatment, has taken
us on tours with his litcle people as they
explore new sections of his layout. Don

McCuaig took a different approach and

provided a detailed layout feature that was,
at its core, an imaginary journey through a
section of the northwestern U.S. Bill
Bramlage went even further than that where
he showed us how to create an entire picture
book for his grandson based on an adven-
ture Thomas the Tank Engine experienced
on Bill’s extensive layout.

We hope to include more standalone
illustrated short stories in future issues. All
that is required is a bit of imagination,
about 500 words more or less of descriptive
text, and a digital camera capable of pro-
ducing high-resolution images. Most cur-
rent cameras will do fine in that regard if set
to record the fewest number of images. The
idea would be to depict an imaginary event
that unfolds somewhere along the tracks,
which ideally includes the trains in some
way. It could be a story developed around a
roundhouse scene or perhaps something
related to a particular event or incident
somewhere along the line. For that matter,
it might even be a recounting of the adven-
tures of one or more of the 1:48 scale
“inhabitants” of the pike, human or other-
wise. The only limits are what the imagina-
tion can dream up and the ability to develop
the action visually and logically in a series of
around five to seven photos.

It would be great if this inaugural
version of “Rail Tales” inspires more readers
to take a close look at select scenes on their
layouts and consider the possibility of spin-
ning a yarn that can be shared with our
readers. It could be a whole lot of fun. So
show me a story! &

800-980-6477
330-757-3771
info@ogaugerr.com

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514

Stop by the OGR On-Line Forum at www.ogaugerr.com . . . THE place on the web to talk about O gauge trains!
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To locate a Lionel Authorized Dealer near you, visit www.lionel.com, or call 1-800-4LIONEL.



www.lionel.com

' The Control You Want

For The Realism You Demand




831 NW 143rd Street Miami, FL 33168 iqi

Tel:(305)688-8868 Fax:(305)948-0339 N!TH Digital Command System

> . 50-1001 DCS System 299.99

E-Malll:qrtlt’jtt:ﬂqnﬁ_l@_aOLCOI‘n 50-1003 Track Interface Unit 169.99
www.ReadyToRollTrains.com -1004 A Interf it .

Order Line:1-877-RTR-TRNS(787-8767) 28_1889 M?,fﬁtsé,s.wﬂ,i (_?acﬁeum Sggg

n“;logﬁﬁ\nﬁlﬁgrﬁgmmer_a% ,3”59.’1”'9?” 50-1014 Wiring Terminal Block 19.95

- 50-1019 PS 2.0 Battery Ch 14.95

SCENERY ITEMS - ACCESSORIES MTH MEGA STATION 50-1020 24-Port Ter%Kal B%%Er 29.95

BRING YOUR LAYOUT TO LIFE! FULLLINE TRAIN STORE - N/HO/S/G - WEVE GOT ITALL  £6 4035 TU / LEGACY Cable 19.95

ASSEMBLED WOODEN TRESTLE BENTS & DECKS LAYOUT SCENERY ESSENTIALS
SINGLE TRACK by GRAND CENTRAL GEMS DOUBLE TRACK by WOODLAND SCENICS
- SMALL 5.5" (5) 15.00 TB29 - SMALL 5.5" (5) 25.00 PLASTER CLOTH 15'x 8" 10.99
- MEDIUM 8.75" (5) 20.00 TB30 - MEDIUM 8.75" (5) 30.00 BALLAST - FINE -- MEDIUM -- COARSE (320z) 11.99
- LARGE 12" (5) 20.00 TB31 - LARGE 12" (5) 35.00 GRAY BLEND - BROWN - BUFF - LT GRAY - GRAY - CINDERS
- X-LARGE 16" (5) 30.00 TB32 - 4" DECK SECTION (12) 25.00 FINE TURF (50 cu.in.) 9.99
- 24" DECK w/WINGWALLS 25.00 TB33 - 12" STRINGERS (25) 25.00 EARTH - WEEDS - YELLOW GRASS - BURNT GRASS -
- 24" DECKS (2) 30.00 NOTE: 4" SECTIONS USED FOR CURVED TRESTLES GREEN GRASS - SOIL - BLENDED TURF - BLENDED SOIL
- COARSE TURF (50 cu.in.) 9.99
0 GAUGE SCENERY YELLOW GRASS - BURNT GRASS - CONIFER -
FALL YELLOW - FALL ORANGE - FALL RED - FALL RUST
LIGHT GREEN - MEDIUM GREEN - DARK GREEN
95502 FLOWER BUSHES 1-1.5" (48) 8.99 95512 CORN STALKS 2" (36) 8.99 MIDWEST-3016 "O" CORK (Case of 25) 39.99
95506 FLOWER PLANTS 3/4" (32) 8.99 SCULPTAMOLD Modeling Compound (3LB) 10.99
95508 PETUNIAS 3/4" (40) 8.99 TUF-GRIND AC-03 2" CUT-OFF DISC 5.99
95524 SUNFLOWERS 2" (16) 8.99 MTR-12T 12v AC-DC RELAY 16.50
95526 TOMATO PLANTS 1.5" (18) 8.99 95514 TULIPS 1" (48 PSX-AC SOLID STATE CIRCUIT BREAKER 49.99

Oh yeah, we have trains too' CaII or drop an e-mail

TRAINMECHANICS 1759 WOODLAND SCENICS BUILT & READY BUILDINGS
TRAIN PERSONNEL ~ 17.59 2745 CHAIN GANG 19.99 $99.99 EACH <> BUY ALL 3 GET FREE SHIPPING
TRACK WORKERS 1759 2747 RAIL WORKERS 19.99

HOLSTEIN COWS 1849 2748 WELDERS & ACCESSORIES 19.49

DOGS & CATS 1759 2749 PARK BUMS 19.99

TOMBSTONES 1849 2750 FARMERS MARKET 19.99 5841 LUBENER'S GENERAL STORE
CHECKER PLAYERS ~ 17.59 2751 GONE FISHING 19.99 8+1/8" X 6+45/8" x 7+1/2"
FULL FIGURED FOLKS 17.59 2752 BICYCLE BUDDIES 19.99

DOCK WORKERS 1849 2753 MASONRY WORKERS 19.99 HIGHLY DETAILED
GENERAL PUBLIC 1759 2754 CAMPERS 19.99 HAND-PAINTED
PASSENGERS 1759 2755 CANOERS 19.99

BYSTANDERS 1759 2756 FAMILY FISHING 19.99

ENGINEERS 1849 2757 DEPOT WORKERS 19.99 5842 HARRISON'S HARDWARE
HOBOS 1759 2758 PARK BENCHES 14.49 8+3/8" x 6+5/8" x 8+1/2"
LUMBERJACKS 1759 2759 PEOPLE SITTING 19.49

POLICEMEN 1759 2760 SHOOTIN' HOOPS 19.99

BLACK BEARS 18.49 2761 ROAD CREW 19.49 REALISTIC WEATHERING
DEER 1849 2762 ROAD CREW DETAIL 19.99 SIGNS + FIXTURES
ASSORTED CRATES ~ 19.49 2763 PEDESTRIANS 19.99

NEWSSTAND 1849 2764 STREET ACCESSORIES 19.99

SURVEYORS 1759 2765 BACKYARD BARBEQUE 17.59 5843 J.W. COBBLER

CITY WORKERS 1949 2766 MISCELLANEOUS FREIGHT 19.99 543/8" x 7+7/8" x 10+1/4"
JUG BAND 1949 2767 HEREFORD COWS 18.49

WORKERS W/FORKLIFT 19.99 2768 PEOPLE & PETS 18.49

MILLER ENGINEERING--LIGHTWORKS ILLUMINATED ANIMATED SIGNS

RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY 36.79 4081 PABST BLUE RIBBON 44.79 7582 REXALL DRUG

BORDENS DAIRY 39.99 4181 MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE  39.99 7781 SHELL

BORDENS DAIRY 26.39 4281 PENNSYLVANIA 39.99 7782 SHELL

COPPER TONE 39.99 4381 CASTROL MOTOR OIL 39.99 7881 H+C COFFEE

COPPER TONE 26.39 4481 LUV SHACK 27.99 7981 WHITE FUEL CORP
MILWAUKEE ROAD 36.79 4581 NY CENTRAL SYSTEM 39.99 8061 MILLER HIGH LIFE

HEINZ 39.99 4681 MOBILGAS 39.99 8062 MILLER HIGH LIFE

HEINZ 27.99 4803 4.5v DC POWER SUPPLY 16.99 8071 RCAVICTOR "DOG"

LAS VEGAS 26.39 4804 6-SIGN TRANSFORMER 12.99 8072 RCA VICTOR "DOG"
I.FART & SONS SEPTIC  39.99 4805 10-POSIT PWR DIST BLOCK 15.99 8081 BARBER POLE

DRIVE-IN THEATER 4479 4881 SAUER'S VANILLA 29.59 8281 AMTRAK

SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT 44.79 4981 BUDWEISER 39.99 8581 BLUE DIAMOND MFG
YMCA 27.99 4982 BUDWEISER 27.99 8681 SANDPIPER LOUNGE
ATLAS MOVING 26.39 5061 PHILLIPS 66 39.99 8781 CITGO

WESTERN AUTO 26.39 5071 CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS 39.99 8881 RYLIES RADIO REPAIR
BREYERS ICE CREAM 23.99 5181 TEXACO 42.39 8981 GALAXY DRIVE-IN

DR PEPPER 26.39 5281 BETHLEHEM STEEL 29.59 9061 PENNZOIL

PENSACOLA BEACH 26.39 5381 FIRESTONE 39.99 9071 JESUS SAVES

GENERAL ELECTRIC 39.99 5481 OK USED CARS 39.99 9072 JESUS SAVES

DOMINO SUGAR 39.99 5681 GREYHOUND BUS 31.19 9081 GALAXY TOOL & DIE
CLARK 36.79 5781 SANTA FE 34.49 9181 STANDARD PLUMBING SUPPLY
A&W ROOT BEER 39.99 6061 MORTON SALT 39.99 9282 CITY LIGHT & POWER
A&W ROOT BEER 23.99 6062 MORTON SALT 26.39 9381 I.C.SPARKS & SONS WELDING
YMCA 27.99 6071 ESSO 42.49 9481 PATRIOT FLAG CO

ZIPPO LIGHTER 39.99 6072 ESSO 29.59 9581 ARCTIC REFRIGERATION
SUNOCO 39.99 6081 GULF 42.49 9782 NOISE R US FIREWORKS
REDDY KILOWATT 39.99 6082 GULF 29.59 9881 DEKAYS DENTAL SUPPLY
REDDY KILOWATT 23.99 6281 SALVATION ARMY 39.99 9882 DEKAYS DENTAL SUPPLY
UNION STATION 39.99 7061 PLANTERS PEANUTS 39.99 9981 SHERWIN WILLIAMS
UNION STATION 26.39 7062 PLANTERS PEANUTS 26.39 88-0101 LARGE CRACKER JACK
WONDER BREAD 39.99 7071 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 39.99 44-0102 SMALL CRACKER JACK
WONDER BREAD 23.99 7072 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 23.99 88-0151 LARGE A&P
AMERICAN FLAG 42.39 7081 BOWLING ALLEY 26.39 44-0152 SMALL A&P

Custom Painting Available Prices listed are for mail order only and subject to change. Quantities are limited. Not responsible for errors in printing. Florida residents add sales tax.
By "JIMBO's" Non-refundable UPS shipping charges additional; minimum shipping charge $9.00. 10-day returns for unused goods; 15% restocking fee.
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www.readytorolltrains.com

www.diecastdirect.com/ogr
3005 Old Lawrenceburg Road, Frankfort, KY 40601
Phone Orders: 1-800-718-1866 M-F 9am-5pm EST

Utimes Set - 1:43 Scace - $49.95 EacH
UTILITES SET OF 4 PIECES INCLUDES:
DiGGER, BUckeT, Pickup, & SURBURBAN
VEHICLES AVAILABLE SEPARATELY
#UT-SET-PPL - PeNNsYLVANIA Power & LiGHT
#UT-SET-PGE - PaciFic Gas & ELEcTRIC
#UT-SET-NYSEG - New York STATE ELECTRIC & GAS
#UT-SET-LGE - LouisviLLE GAs & ELECTRIC
#UT-SET-KU - KenTucky UTILITIES
#UT-SET-FE - FIRSTENERGY
#UT-SET-DE - Duke ENeraY
#UT-SET-CON - ConEpisoN
#UT-SET-BGE - BALTIMORE GAS & ELECTRIC
#UT-SET-AE - ALLEGHENY ENERGY

1953 Forp F100 Pickup with TIRE LoAD
1:43 ScaLe - $14.95 EacH
#AM-1953-07 - CiTiEs SERvICE

#AM-1953-08 - Pure
#AM-1953-09 - RICHFIELD

1948 Foro F-1 Pickup witH TiRe LoAD
1:43 ScaLe - $14.95 EacH
#AM-1948-08 - ATLANTIC
#AM-1948-09 - CrLark
#AM-1948-10 - Conoco
#AM-1948-11 - FLving A
#AM-1948-12 - PaN-AM
#AM-1948-13 - PENNzOIL
#AM-1948-14 - SHeLL
#AM-1948-15 - SoHio
#AM-1948-16 - STANDARD

Coming
soont
VINTAGE FARM TRACTORS
1:43 ScaLe - $20.95 EacH
#UH6096 - 1959 Massey Fercuson 50
#UHG6095 - 1962 Huruimanny D70

AD Code 0G2012 for $7.95 Shipping. Ask for Free Catalog!

1-800-718-1866
1-502-227-8697
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e Business For Sale ¢

« Twelve years of building goodwill is included in the price.

o Approximately $126,000 retail value of inventory (mostly O scale), shipping supplies
and shop supplies including shelving, shipping table and paint booth.

« The best year of sales nearly reached $120,000

o Check out the website for a more complete understanding of the inventory and
breadth of product at www.scaleuniversity.com

o An established e-commerce website that works smoothly for the business and the
customers

o A Facebook page that is up and running - www.facebook.com/pages/
Scale-University-Model-Trains

o A comprehensive customer database and vendor database

o This is a “Turn Key” mail order business that can easily be moved to any new
location - A simple matter of relocating the inventory and other business related
materials and changing the contact info and addresses on the website and Facebook page.

All For $60,000
Other than continuing retail sales,
this business will be sold as a
whole business and not broken
up. Serious inquiries only please.

Call Dennis at 207-379-4731

Scale University

196 Cider Hill Rd.* Exeter, ME 04435 www,scaleuniversity,com
phone: 207-379-4731

VINNY’S GRILL

Footprint: 6"x 6"
Height: Approximately 5" without
cornice

» Easy to assemble and ready to paint
* Perfect for small layouts

* Customize it to fit into your own
= personal town

$29.95 <ccr e

CALL 800-980-6477

Check us out on the Web at

www.ogaugerr.com

* Perfect for small layouts

Shipping and Handling Charges
United States Foreign
. $9.

0GR Publishing, Inc.

) “All major
Eaas,::i '{ﬂ? n44%ald4 credit cards accepted” Py, [MILY. 1
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Lionel Catalogs for Your Tablet

Two new products are available from HSL for Lionel con-
sumer catalog fans who are tablet users: Lionel Catalog Archive
1925-1942 Tablet Version and Lionel Catalog Archive 1945-
1969 Tablet Version. The catalogs install directly on tablet
devices such as iPad, NOOK Color, and others. Users can flip
through pages, enlarge and shrink pages with two finger
pinching, and jump to a particular page using the device’s
viewing software. Delivered on a DVD and installed through
a computer via iTunes (iPad) or similar software. The tablet
versions contain high-quality scans of every page of included
catalogs. Available directly from HSL for $40.00 plus $5.00
shipping or $30.00 and shipping for those who have already
purchased the PC/Mac compatible versions. HSL, 200
University Park Dr., Suite 240, Edwardsville, IL 62025-
3636, www.hslinc.com, 800-779-2802.

The Greyhounds
Are Running

Williams by Bachmann has

released a new Union
Pacific “Greyhound” ready-to-run O gauge starter set in a distinctive two-
tone gray livery once used by the prototype to match its locomotives to
new Pullman cars and emphasize the road’s streamlined passenger service.
The complete and ready-to-run set includes a Baldwin 4-6-0 steam loco-
motive with operating headlight and tender, smoke, flywheel-equipped
motor, and digital True Blast IT whistle and bell sounds; 60" heavyweight
combine car with lighted interior and passenger silhouettes; 60" heavy-
weight observation car with lighted interior and passenger silhouettes;
60"x 40" oval of snap-fit track with roadbed; 80-watt AC transformer with
horn, bell, and direction buttons; and an illustrated instruction manual.
The Greyhound #00325 is $429.95 at Williams by Bachmann dealers.

Scenes Galore

Woodland Scenics has released 12 new
Scene-A-Rama scenery items, marking
the largest expansion of that product
line since Scene-A-Rama was intro-
duced in 2006. The individually pack-
aged scenery items are sized right for
small projects, crafts, and dioramas,
and make it easy for hobbyists to try
different products when exploring
landscape options and planning their
projects. Products include SP4180-
Grass, SP4181-Earth, SP4182-Soil,
SP4183-Low Growth, SP4184-
Bushes, SP4185-Plants, SP4186-Wild
Grass, SP4187-Snow, SP4188-
Flowers, SP4189-Sand, SP4190-
Gravel, and SP4191-Rock. Visit
www.scenearama.com for full details.
$2.29 each at your local Woodland
Scenics dealer.

A Nasty Spill

The Lionel Hooker Tank Car Accident Accessory, 6-37977, is now avail-
able at authorized Lionel dealers. This operating accessory features a plas-
tic 1:48 scale 8,000-gallon Hooker Chemicals tank car that has come to
grief on the side of the rails. Flickering LEDs simulate welder torches in
the hands of workmen fixing the mess. The tank car has sprung metal trucks,
but the car is permanently attached to the accessory’s base. $129.99 at
your Lionel dealer.
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Tower Power

New from Ready Made Trains by AristO are three new tower acces-
sories including a water tower, rotating beacon, and railyard light
tower. Each tower sits on a square 4-1/4” metal base; stands approxi-
mately 13” high; and features metal ladders, detailed graphics, and
operating lights—a blinking red light atop the water tower, red and
green lenses in the rotating beacon housing, and two movable flood-
lights on the railyard light tower. The towers are currently available in
three families with one of each type of tower bearing the same road
name and available separately (U.S. Navy versions of the towers
shown). Also available are NY Subway and Long Island RR versions.
More road names to be released in 2012 include PP&L/Penn Power,
U.S. Army, Bethlehem Steel, and Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC). Towers are intended to be powered by 12-14 volts. Visit

www.readymadetoys.com for prices and complete information.

Atlas 8,000-Gallon Tank Car

Atlas O is manufacturing a prototypical single-dome 8,000-gallon tank car in British American Oil
Company colors for Canadian Car. This limited-production O gauge tank car is scheduled for early
2013 and will be produced in four different road numbers in both 2-rail and 3-rail. Cost is $75.00
plus $12.00 shipping or $20.00 shipping charge for purchasers of three or four cars. For more infor-
mation or to order, e-mail mlhorne@shaw.ca or call 604-560-4028.

New Hobby Lube

Darstaed U.S. Debut

Trains Hoover has introduced the Darstaed Line of O gauge trains to North American hobbyists.
Among the newest products in the line is a model of British Railways LMS standard class 3F tank
locomotive, which saw service in Great Britain through the end of the steam era in 1968. Until now,
this iconic locomotive has never been mass produced as a ready-to-run O gauge model. The loco-
motive is available in 25 different liveries. Black unlined versions are $375.00, lined black versions
are $400.00, and colored locomotives are $425.00. All operate on O48 and larger curves and fea-
ture a satin finish, a powerful new all-geared mechanism with all three axles driven, Mubachi
motors, working headlamps, and sprung buffers. The models will be AC/DC switchable for the
U.S. operators. Also available are the Darstaed Pre-Grouping Advans in10 different liveries. These
colorful lithographed cars feature all-metal construction and sprung buffers and sell for $49.00
each. To order in the U.S., and for more information, contact Trains Hoover at

trainshoover@gmail.com.
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Model train enthusiasts now have a
new lube option. DuPont Teflon
Non-Stick Dry-Film Lubricant is
available in 4-ounce squeeze bottles
that store easily. Teflon fluoropoly-
mer creates a dirt-resistant, micro-
thin dry film that reduces friction
and improves mobility but won’t
cause build-up even after multiple
applications. A precision tip enables
users to get the lubricant into tight
spaces and apply an exact amount.
There’s no overspray or waste mak-
ing it ideal for model trains, toys,
and other collectibles with small
moving parts. Because Teflon fluo-
ropolymer is an inert substance, it
won't damage delicate plastic, rub-
ber, or metal components. DuPont
Teflon Non-Stick Dry-Film
Lubricant is available nationwide at
hardware, home improvement, or

auto supply stores for $3.99.
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Maintain That Turf

Since 2004, Menards home improvement stores have sold a variety of authentic O
gauge collectibles during the holiday season. The 2012 line features an animated and
lighted Menards store and coordinating garden center (shown), seven limited-edition
flatcars, three decorated and assembled buildings, several Lionel train sets (including
an exclusive Chicago and North Western set), and a number of accessories including
trees and a water tower. This year’s line of collectibles will be available in Menards stores
the first week of November, or they can be ordered from www.menards.com beginning
September 1, 2012.

Slider Transport

The Railroad Museum of

Long Island is offering a

White Castle refrigerated

TOFC with matching truck

tractor as its spring 2013

Lionel commemorative

car—the 13th in a series.

This Lionel Traditional O car

with die-cast metal trucks

and couplers will feature the nationally recognized White Castle livery and will be lim-
ited to advance purchase sales. Funds raised will go toward the operation of the
museum including education and restoration programs, exhibits, collections, and the
historic Lionel layout. The flatcar with trailer and tractor sells for $77.00, with ship-
ping and restricted membership in the museum included. Foreign orders, add $10.00
per car, and New York State residents add $6.64 sales tax. Payment by credit card,
check, or money order should be made in U.S. funds to the Railroad Museum of Long
Island. Visit www.rmli.org to download the order form. Orders must be received by
Friday, November 2, 2012, with delivery expected in April or May 2013.

NEW! SEMAPHORE

3 Position Upper Quadrant
oand LIGHTED

S ScalegPERATING
TWO EASILY
CHANGABLE BLADES

OPENING RELAY
CABINET DOOR

¢ Exact Scale
o All BRASS
S Scale #4303 $39.99
0 Scale #3003 $49.99

SMR 4-4-0 locomotives

Schneider Model

Railroading, Inc.

(SMR Trains) has

received proto-

type models for its

next limited edi-

tion locomotive

releases: the Western & Atlantic Yonah and the New York & Harlem’s Amenia. The

Yonah is the third engine of SMR’s “Great Locomotive Chase” series which included

the previously released General and Texas. The Amenia (3-rail version pictured) is one

of the earliest NY&H engines (that line later became part of the New York Central

System). These individually serial-numbered models are being hand-produced from

brass, are fully decorated, and include electronics designed for conventional trans-

former control. A $100.00 deposit reserves a model and entitles the buyer to a $150.00

discount from the final retail price. Preorders are currently being accepted at

www.smrtrains.com or by mail at SMR Trains, PO. Box 753, Mount Laurel, NJ 08054.
&
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The Easy Way
to Assemble and

Disassemble
Track

The T-Tracker draws track together for perfect
electrical continuity for smoother running trains.
Excellent also for holding sections of track for
sawing. For information on this unique tool or for
an order form, please send a self addressed
stamped envelope to:

Dept. 3
3735 N. E. Shaver St.
.tr_a.g‘.ﬂ- Portland, OR 97212

E-Mail address: ttracker2@aol.com

FLEXXBED

for use with all
Flex, Sectional
or Hand laid
Track

CURVES
IN ONE|
PIECE]

FLEXIBLE WEATHER PROOF VINYL ROADBED
Samples? specify scale/gauge (2-rail or 3-rail)
and send $2 cash to> HOBBY INNOVATIONS|
Dept O ¢ PO Box 676 ¢ Mtn. City TN 37683
Info 423-727-8000 or www.FLEXXBED.com


http://www.menards.com
http://www.rmli.org
http://www.smrtrains.com
www.njinternational.com
mailto:ttracker2@aol.com
www.flexxbed.com

We also sell kitbash
parts including

 Steps

e Cornices

* Sidewalks

e Water Tanks

* and much more

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514  “All major credit cards accepted”

* Easy to assemble

* Ready to kitbash

* Molded in brick red polystyrene 1/4”
thick

* Kits come unpainted ready for you
to customize

* Kits start at $12.95

CALL 800-980-6477

or shop securely online at:

www.ogaugerr.com

Check us out on

the Web at
¥

v
NVADENNS
<THE,USA ..
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Serious Buyer

Travels anywhere to buy train collections!

Long time advertiser buying electric trains!
Specializing in larger train collections and estates.

Will travel anywhere for larger train collections.
In business for over 25 years.
Offers professionalism, confidentiality, and fairness.

Easy to deal with, and very honest!
Please contact Charles Siegel personally by phone, fax, letter, or e-mail.

Charles P. Siegel 321.799.4005

387 Imperial Blvd., Suite 2, Cape Canaveral, FI 32920 Fax 321.799.4044

Email: frainman@ftraincity.com Web site: www.traincity.com
Charles Siegel is president and buyer for Train City, Inc.
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How would you like to show your trains and layout to your fellow 0 gauge railroaders?

You can take your photos using a digital camera capable of at least 3.3 megapixels set to the best JPEG image. Please send only original,
unedited JPEG files. Color prints of 4°x 6~ or larger are also fine. Be sure to include brief notes about the trains in the photos and any other
information you'd like to share, such as the size of your layout, unique scenery, make of track, power supply or control system, and so forth.

We are looking for quality photography with good lighting and clear images; however, on-camera flash photos are generally not acceptable. Send your
photo, CD, or prints to Readers’ Rails, 33 Sheridan Road, Poland, Ohio 44514-1680. Or you can e-mail your image and text files to editor@ogaugerr.com.

Tranquil Harbor

This harbor scene on Boh Terpak’s 0
gauge layout may he compact in
overall size, but it is packed with a
level of detail that is sure to attract
and hold a viewer’s attention and
interest for a long time. Bob’s spe-
cial interests in model railroading
include realistic operations, the
creation of convincing scenic
vignettes, and modifying various
Lionel operating accessories to
give them a more prototypical
appearance while still retaining
their operational capabilities.

Allhallows Eve

It appears that Halloween has definitely taken hold
at Rest Haven cemetery, and the groundskeepers are
going to face quite a cleanup in November after the
ghouls and ghosts have settled into their unearthly
domain for another year.This graveyard scene is part
of a Halloween-theme corner module created by
Christopher Finch and features moving figures and
headstones along with an abandoned cathedral com-
plete with eerie lighting. It leads one to wonder how
the residents of that nearhy house contend with the
Halloween season each year.
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Waiting for a Train

Two waiting passengers watch the tail end of a local freight
train rumble through the town of Lewiston on Jerry Zaret’s
2-rail 0 scale Stillson River Railroad. The layout is a combi-
nation of standard and narrow gauge trains and features
coaling and logging operations. The buildings in the front
are made from kits, while the background structures are
scratch built. Scenery on Jerry’s layout is only partially com-
plete, and the layout is currently in temporary storage. It will
be reassembled when renovations on Jerry’s new residence
are completed. The photo was taken by his friend Eric Garen.

Passenger Station Deluxe

When Bill Bramlage creates a passenger
station scene, he does it in grand style. In
this high-angle night shot, a total of seven
tracks are occupied by consists destined
for a variety of destinations on Bill's large
and finely detailed layout.

Where Deer and Antelope Play

An 0-4-0 switcher, running light en route to the yard, exits
a tunnel and glides past some impressive and sheer cliffs on
Jim Shaw’s 3-rail 0 gauge layout. Jim used a Bragdon
Enterprises mold to create these towering cliffs. The loco-
motive is an MTH Premier line model, and the grazing deer
in the foreground, apparently totally unfazed by the
approaching iron horse, are from Arttista.
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Great Layout Adventures
Vol. 7

NOW IN

Inspiration for your
layout.

$19.95..
$24.95..

Three all new O gauge layouts are
brought to you in stunning
high-definition video. These
layouts are Jim Policastro’s,

Terry Johnson’s and Jim Quick’s.

Shipping and Handling Charges

United States Foreign x i i
$1-550  $9.00 SH $18.00 SH IMPORTANT: Blu-ray DVDs will NOT play in a regular DVD player.

$50 - $100 $11.00 S/H $22.00 S/H You must have a Blu-ray player to watch Blu-ray DVDs.

$100 - $200 $13.00 S/H $26.00 S/H
Over $200 FREE................... ...CALL FOR INFO

CALL 800-980-6477 Check us out on the Web at

WwWww.ogaugerr.com

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514 “All major credit cards accepted”
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MADE IN THE UMSA.

#303 City Hall

#941 Barrettsburg Tool and Die

#823 Pat and Jean’s #824 Vinny'’s Grill #875 Lou’s Cafe #967 Theater with
Jewerly Lighted Marquee

Parts proudly manufactured in Youngstown, Ohio, by Boardman Molded Products, Inc.
Kits packaged by the staff of OGR Publishing, Inc.
OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road Check us out on the Web at
Poland, OH 44514 “All major www.ogaugerr.com

CALL 800.980_6477 credit cards accepted”
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20-20016-1
20-20073-2
20-20081-1
20-20122-2
20-20124-1
20-20124-3
20-20126-1
20-20126-3
20-20138-1
20-20139-3
20-20145-3
20-20146-1
20-20146-3
20-20147-3
20-20148-1
20-20148-3
20-20150-1
20-20150-3
20-20168-1
20-20168-2
20-20168-3
20-20169-2
20-20169-3
20-20170-1
20-20170-2
20-20170-3
20-20171-2
20-20177-1
20-20178-1
20-20180-3
20-20181-1
20-20181-3
20-20182-1
20-20182-3
20-20183-1
20-20183-1
20-2945-1

20-3383-1

20-20206-1
20-20207-2
20-20176-1
20-20222-1
20-20199-1
20-20221-1

20-20045
20-20055-1
20-20154-1
20-20162-1
20-4092
20-4488
20-60008
20-65141

MTH ENGINES
WM GP-35 PS2.0..............
C&O §2.0 GE U30OC. .

BNSF SD60 M PS2 ............ 365.00
MNS Dash 8 PS2.0........... 365.00
ChicagoNW Dash8 2.0 ....365.00
Chicago NW Dash8 2.0.....150.00
Reading TM PS2.0............. 365.00
Reading FM TM NP
SP SD 45T-2 PS2.0......
B7LE SD45 T-2 PS2.0

New Haven U25B NP 150.00
PRR U25B PS2.0....cccoueuee 365.00
PRRU25B NP......ccccevveee 150.00
Milwaukee Rd U25B NP...150.00
SP U25B PS2.0 .... ....365.00
SP U25B NP ...150.00

CSX SD40-2PS2.0...
CSX SD40-2 NP...
Conrail Dash8 PS3.0..
Conrail Dash8 PS3.0..
Conrail Dash8 NP ..
CSX Dash 8 PS3.0..
CSX Dash 8 PS3.0.............. 375.00
CN Dash8 PS3.0 .....
CN Dash 8 PS3.0.....
CN Dash 8 NP

BNSF Dash 8 PS3.0.

Southern SD24 PS3.0.......
Hudson Bay SD50 NP
NS SD50 PS3.0.....
NS SD50 NP..
ReadingNrthrnD50 3.0....375.00
Reading NrthrnSD50 NP 150.00
UP SD50 PS3.0.....

UP SD50 PS3.0.....
Dash8/PS2 SF WarB......... 389.00
2-3-1PacStmPS2Uncatld . 969.00
GP38-2 PS3/CSX
GP38-2 PS3/NY&A
SD24 PS3 Burlingtn
U25B N&W PS3.0..
GP35 D&IPS3.0....
U25B CRPS3.0.......cccuee 389.00
MTH PRMR SETS

HarleyDvd DS70Frght3.0 360.00
SE F-7 ABA Dset PS2.0....645.00
NS SD40-2 Diesl .............. 560.00
SF FT ABA DslSet PS2.0..605.00
CP Pilot 5 Car 70Mdsn ... 299.00
ChicagoNW 2Cr70’Mad..119.00
BritRail 4CrPass... ...325.00
MAR 4 AMFleetPassSet...225.00

20-65182
20-65184
20-68182
20-69130
20-69136
20-69138
20-69183
20-69184
20-90228
20-90388
20-90390
20-90414
20-90583
20-90600
20-90602
20-90603
20-90608
20-90610
20-90616
20-90626
20-90643
20-98799
20-98800

6-11342
6-24594
6-24595
6-28311
6-28312
6-28338
6-28339
6-28364
6-28367
6-28369
6-28371
6-28380
6-30144
6-31778
6-31784
6-34569
6-34586
6-38204
6-38215
6-38324
6-38337
6-38348
6-38479
6-38482
6-38489

20187
20195
20198

MTH PRMR SETS SALE
NYC 5Car70Streamlnd.... 335.00
Penn 5car 70Streamlind ..335.00
NYC70’StreamRibPass....... 77.00
Alaska70’Strmlnd.....
SF70’Strmlnd

VIA Rail70

CR70’ Strmlnd ..
Penn2car70Strmlnd
HarleyDvdsn 40Bx3cr
Railway Exprs 2PUP ........
SP Flat ar w/2 PUP trls.....215.00
CN 50’High Cube Bx6c¢ ...205.00
NYC 40ARR Bx 6Car....... 225.00
Conrail Corrgtd Auto6car275.00
MilwkRDAuto6Cr............ 275.00
TXX Corgtd AutoCarrSet275.00
MDMdInd2Bay6CrCNTFL220.00
NS 2BayCntrHoppréc......229.00
PittsWV2Bay Cntrflw ......220.00
UP 34CompstHoppréc ....220.00
NW 2-Bay Fishbellyé6cr....225.00

MilwRdAutoCar .99.00
TTX Auto Carrier..............99.00
LIONEL ENGINES

UP9000 Black.................. 1164.95
PRRF7 BrkdwnBUnit......... 75.00
SF F7 BrkdwnBUnit ........... 75.00
UP DD35 Diesel ..

BN#1 SD-60

PRRTusconSD70 ACE

AC 6000 Legacy ATSF

BNSF #4081 Dash 9..........
CN #2692 Dash 9........ .
NYCLghtnng#995DD35..390.00
UP#2 DD35 Diesel.......... 470.00
NYC DD35 Dummy......... 350.00
OperEagle MilitarySet .....375.00
Hudson Pass Set ...............

NW-2 Work Train ...

PA B powered SF ..... .

F3AB Scale PW Milw.......530.00

SE NP Bunit

SE FT w/railsounds..

F-3 Freight.

Orbiter. .

GP7WabashTrnsprnt........ 225.00

CN S-2 SwitcConv............ 280.00

NYC S-2 SwitcConv ......... 280.00

MPS-2SwitcLegacy........... 375.00
WILLIAMS

F3AA PwrdDmySetRG....175.00
F3AAPwdDmySFR/S....... 175.00
F3AAPwdDmySetNH......175.00

303 GG1Girls FreightPRR................ 265.00
20095  027AlcoAAPwdDmySF. 165.00
20097 0-27AlcoAAPwdDmyRI .. ..165.00
20099 027AlcoAAPwdDmyUP............ 165.00
20105 F3AAPwdDmySetNS ................ 199.00
20186  F3AAPwrdDummySF Yllw/Slvr ... 175.00
20196  F3AAPwrdDmmySet SF Red/Blck ..175.00
20199  F3AAPwrdDummyWabash......175.00
20287  F3Dummy Bunit RG
20288  F3DumyBUntMlwkeRd 70.00
20291  F3DumyBUnit IICntrl 70.00
20295 F3DumyBUnit SF R/S.... 70.00
20703  F7 AA PwrdDmmySt B&O ...... 160.00
20806  F7DummyBunitC&O

20901  FA1Pwrd&DummyB&O..

21006  FB-1Dummy NYC

21197  FMTrnmstrPwdVA Y/B ..

21450 GP-9Pwrd WMFireball....

21513  GP9 Dummy LocoNYC... W70
21620  NW2SwitcherPwdMonon 125.00
21704  SD45PwrdLoco CSX...... 140.00
21810 SD90PwrdUPHrtg MP.. 125.00
21811 SD90PwrdUPHrtg WP ... ..125.00
21814 SD90PwrdUPHrtg C&NW....... 125.00
22107  44TnPwrdLocoNH.................... 105.00
22204  U33C Pwrd DeHudson............. 125.00
22207 U33C Pwrd MIwkRd................. 125.00
23902  PeterWittStreetCar ChicagoSrf Lns. 115.00
23905  PeterWittStCarLARy ................. 115.00
23906  PeterWittStCar StIRIwy. 115.00
23907  PeterWittStCar Tornoto... 115.00
23908  PeterWittStCarCleveRlIwy. 115.00
41601  EF4RectfrConrail... 130.00
41603 EF4RectfrVA Blk/Yllw .. ..130.00
41805  ScaleGG1PRRGreenStr............. 195.00
41905  EP5RectfrPRRTuscn5s

43006  60’AlumStrmlnrsTuscon ............
43065  60’AlumStrmlnrsd4cLckwn ........ 180.00
43086  60FtAlumStrmlnrs4 CP ............

43099  60FTAImStmlnr4cPRR....

43301  72’ScaleHvywt2cr CP....

43302  72’ScaleHvywgt2cGN ..

43351  72’ScaleHvwghts 4C CP ...........

43501 AMFleet3cAMTRLPh3 ............
M1025 NP60’Madison4Cr Set ....75.00
STR72-22 Wabash72’StrmInrs4C ....75.00

Weaver

U4917LD B&O Hopper High Side 12# ......47.00

G1965 Norry Brass Gas Station...120.00
G1744LD NH Brass I-4 LD/SD ........ 995.00
U16003LD B&O 2Bay Compst 12#......42.00

Case (12)$475 /$50w/load
Case (12)$575 w/load
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3rd Rail Pennsylvania EMD E7

Review and Photos by George Brown

Passenger diesels from EMD have
been favorites of mine since I first saw
them on the New York Central Water
Level Route in the late 1940s. I know, even
the mention of the NYC in a review of a
model decorated in Pennsylvania colors
could be considered as heresy. But as a sim-
ple matter of locale, I got to watch EMD
E-series diesels painted in gray lightning
stripes pass by me long before seeing those
long, handsome growlers finished in
Pennsy Tuscan red or Brunswick green.

Regardless of the road, the twin engine
2000-hp passenger pullers from La Grange
were something to see.

With their origin in the mid-1930s,
the real EMD E-series locomotives were
initially equipped with two 12-cylinder
Winton 901A diesels rated at 900 hp each,
thus the model designation of E, which
stood for eighteen-hundred horsepower.
Beginning with the E3 and carrying
through to the E7, the big Es had twin 12-
cylinder EMD 567 diesels of 1000 hp
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each. Each diesel drove its own generator,
which provided the electrical power to the
traction motors. As a side note, the succes-
sor E8 was rated at 2250 hp, and the final
locomotive in the E series, the E9, was
2400 hp.

The E7 debuted in 1945 with a more
vertical nose than on its predecessor E3
through E6 models. As the best-selling
passenger engine ever, the E7 ended pro-
duction in 1949 with over 425 A units
delivered to 30 railroads along with over
80 B units going to 10 roads. A distinctive
external telltale for the E7 A units over the
later E8s and E9s was the panel of vertical
louvers located immediately behind the
doors to the cab. One E7 survives today at
the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania in
Strasburg,.

Our evaluation units of the 3rd Rail
E7s were decorated as Pennsylvania
Railroad EP20s. In Pennsy parlance, EP20
stood for EMD, passenger, and 2000 hp.
The PRR owned 46 of the EP20 A units
and 14 B units. Our models were from the
first release of the 3rd Rail E7, which I
understand is now sold out. By the time
you read this, 3rd Rail’s encore release of
the engines will likely be available in
B&M, B&O, CB&Q, C&0O, GM&O,
NYC, Penn Central, PRR Tuscan single
stripe, Seaboard, and Southern.



Construction and Features

For the 3-rail operator, Sunset/3rd Rail
offers its E7s in powered A units with
TMCC and RailSounds 4.0 under license
from Lionel, Cruise Commander speed
control from the Electric RR Co., fan-dri-
ven Turbo Smoke, and command-oper-
ated coil couplers. A separate nonpowered
B unit with thumbrtack couplers is also
available in road names that ran the cabless
booster units.

In the 2-rail version, both A and B
units are powered and are also offered sep-
arately. According to the ad on the 3rd Rail
website, the 2-rail A unit has 64-channel
sound and QSI Titan DCC with a tether
cable carrying drive power from the A unit
to the B unit. After a few minutes with a
ruler and calipers, I confirmed that the
1:48 scale dimensions of the A and B units
compared favorably with those on engi-
neering drawings of the real E7s.

Each unit has a molded plastic body
mounted on a stamped sheet-metal frame.
As shown in the photos, the body is realis-
tic with a number of separately applied
plastic, brass, and cast details. I particularly
liked the A unit’s signature antennas of the
PRR, which proved amazingly robust
when I worked on the engine. I simply
slipped the protective strip of shipping
foam between the antennas and set the
engine upside down in my padded servic-
ing cradle. See-through screens cover most
of the vents on the carbody, with windows
and portholes also glazed appropriately.
However, these windows and portholes are
machined from clear polycarbonate rather
than the usual molded clear plastic. In fact,

the polycarbonate used in the 3rd Rail E7s
is the same material used for cell phone
screens and is impervious to damage from
paint or solvents.

In the first production run of his E7s,
Scott Mann of Sunset/3rd Rail had the
inside surface of the portholes painted, but
for the second run, they will be clear. If you
have a first-run E7 and want to remove the
paint from its portholes, Scott told me that
acetone will take the paint off and not
harm the polycarbonate. Personally, I'd
remove the portholes from the carbody
before applying any solvent such as ace-
tone.

Realistic diaphragms are on the ends of
the units along with train lines that proved
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to be remarkably malleable, which is for-
tunate. On O72 curves, the couplers swing
into these lines and bend them out of the
way, which is where they stay. To photo-
graph the engines, I was able to bend each
of the lines back into its normal position of
hanging straight down, and none of them
broke off. The next time I ran the E7s, the
coupler bent the lines out of the way again.
I'm sure running the engines on O54
curves would do some major adjustments
to these lines.

Unlike other modern 3-rail O gauge
diesels, the 3rd Rail E7 powered units use
a single large Cannon motor. This motor
drives all six axles via a toothed belt and
drive shafts under the frame and in the
trucks. Universal joints connect these
shafts together and allow the trucks to
turn. Journals for each axle are sprung, and
all twelve wheels are flanged. On the out-
side wheelset of each truck is a pair of trac-
tion tires.

LEDs provide all the lighting on the A
unit, which includes the headlight, red
classification lights, number board lights,
cab interior light, and backup light. Inside
the industrial green cab are figures repre-
senting the crew in addition to the control
stands and other apparatus. The B unit has
an interior light also. Because the B unit
has pickup rollers, a Mini Commander EX
board and coil couplers from the Electric
RR Co. could easily be installed in it for
command-operated couplers.

The satin finish Tuscan red paint on



our evaluation sample A and B units was
flawless as were the stripes, lettering,
graphics, and other individually painted
small details. I did find the lettering of
Southern Pacific Company on the owner’s
plates rather curious since the evaluation
Es were decorated as PRR units.

On the A unit, the pilot is mounted to
the frame instead of the front truck as is
common on most 3-rail O gauge diesel
locomotives. With the factory-installed
front coupler in place, O72 is the E7’s
minimum curve. However, removing the
front coupler and then installing the solid
pilot included with each A unit enables
operation on O54 curves. As part of this
review, I initially planned to install the
solid pilot for one of the photos. The cou-
pler is easy to remove from the front truck,
and the pilot is even easier to swap once the
coupler is gone. However, I discovered that

removing the front coupler meant also
temporarily dismounting the motor and
battery bracket from the frame. You see,
the wires to this coupler route under these
components and connect to the electronics
located on the back of the frame. Because
the engine was not mine, I chose not to
tear it down that far.

At Trackside

On the editorial Carpet Central
Railroad, the 3rd Rail E7s smoothly
started and accelerated whatever weight of
train I coupled to them. My favorite was a
nine-car mail train with head-end express
reefers, baggage, RPO cars, and a P60
coach, which were all finished in PRR
Tuscan red.

With the flywheel-equipped Cannon
motor and Cruise Commander motor
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driver electronics, the E7 ran nearly
silently with the sound shut down, regard-
less of the load on its coupler. Of course,
the electronics worked predictably well
using either the original TMCC hardware
with a CAB-1 for command control or the
Legacy system with the CAB-2 set to CAB-
1 emulation mode. With the Cruise
Commander electronics running in com-
mand mode, acceleration and deceleration
can be set to 32 steps or 100 steps with
speed control on or off. I preferred 100-
step operation for its smoother changes in
speed and, in fact, I don’t recommend 32
speed steps.

Transformer-controlled conventional
operation was also smooth and pre-
dictable. As with all 3rd Rail locomotives,
a 9-volt alkaline battery for RailSounds
backup power is installed at the factory
in China.

For operators who like smoke, the
white vapor streamed with reasonable den-
sity from all eight of the small exhaust
stacks on the A unit. A small funnel comes
with each A unit for filling the smoke unit,
which has to be done rather slowly and
carefully through one of the forward
exhaust stacks. The reason is that the
smoke unit is located under the front end
of a small plastic exhaust manifold for all
eight stacks. With the smoke unit in oper-
ation, this manifold disperses the smoke to
all the stacks. A slide switch under the
frame sets the smoke unit for command or
conventional operation or off. My default
setting is off. By the way, no smoke unit is
installed in the B unit.

Considering the unusually large
speaker inside the A unit, I was somewhat
underwhelmed by the quality of the sound
from it. As an experiment, I sealed all the
see-through vents from the inside body
with small layered strips of clear shipping
tape and also applied thin strips of duct



tape as a soft gasket between the body
and frame. My reward was a noticeably
improved reproduction of the twin
EMD 567 sounds. Naturally, I stripped
all of my “sound mods” off the engine
before returning it to Scott at the com-
pletion of this review.

Out of the box, the engine ran in
conventional mode but would not
detect the TMCC signal or run
under TMCC. Scott
immediately sent a
new R4LC receiver
board that cured the
problem. As shown in the photo of the
engine with the shell removed, the
R4LC board plugged on top of the
Cruise Commander motor driver
assembly and was a snap to replace. To
freely paraphrase the Schick razor blade
ads of years ago, pull-push, click-click,
change boards that quick!

Overall, the E7s tracked my Atlas
O72 mainline and O72 crossover
switches smoothly and gracefully with-
out a derail occurring over the several
cumulative hours I ran them.

At the End of the Run

I enjoyed my visit of several weeks
with the two 3rd Rail E7s or, in the case
of the Pennsy decoration on our evalu-
ation units, the EP20s. They were
without a doubt a handsome pair on
display or on the road.

Pennsylvania EMD E7 A and B units

Retail prices at 3rd Rail or 3rd Rail dealers:
Powered A (3-rail or 2-rail), $549.95
Nonpowered B (3-rail), $399.95
Powered B (2-rail), $549.95

800-373-7245; www.3rdrail.com
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http://www.3rdrail.com
www.roundhousesouth.com

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
3rd Rail EMD E7 TMCC Performance 49293 Plate Rd. » Oberlin, OH 44074
www.stockyardexpress.com

FALL SALE

(smoke unit: off; sound: on; speed control: on)

Length, A Unit:
18-3/4" over couplers; 17-1/2 "~ between pilot and diaphragm 2nd Run NKP Custom Run

. TOFC 3 #s, blue trailer/blk flat
Length, B Unit:

$64.95 ea or 3 for $180.00

18-1/4" over couplers; 17-1/4 " between diaphragms
6-30088/6-11658 John Bull Set w/ Add-on Coach

Distance Between Locomotive Pickup Rollers: Sealed SALE ..o $399.99
st and 2nd: 2-1/4"; 1st and 3rd: 10-1/2"; 1st and 4th: 12-3/4” Weaver . Brass PRR 15 2:8:2 Mikado (ony 212 made)
New $350.00
Weight on Driving Wheels: 5 bs, 12 oz MTH
11-30085 Lionel Corporation No. 216 Std. Gauge Hopper Car§115.00
B Unit Weight_- 2 |bS, 80z 20-20005-1 Union Pacific 3GS21B Genset wi2. $399.95
20-200243  GTW SD40-2 (non-pwd) #5937. $175.00
Tractive Effort @ 18 VAC: 20-20031-3 P&LE GP-7 Dummy ............. $175.00
20-20034-1 Northern Pacific GP9 Diesel Engine w/2.0 $389.95
2 lbs,6 0z @ 3.1A 56 W 20200484 IC E-8 ABAW/10 Passenger Cars (20-65153,66,67,69) w/2.0
$1,300.00
Minimum Sustained Speed @ 18 VAC: 20-20050-3  CP Rail E8 non-powered ' it $145.00

20-20123-3 Conrail Dash-8 Narrow Nose

2 scale mph @11 A’ 20w 20-20128-3  Lackawanna FM Dummy unit
20-20151-1 Illinois Terminal SD40-2 w/2.0...............

Maximum Tested Speed @ 18 VAC: 20201523 Wisconsin Central SD40-2 Dummy wiLights.

1
1
1
60 scale mph @ 1.9A, 34 W 2020155-1  BRO F3ABAW 20 ..
20-20160-1 NP FTABAW/20.............
1
1
1
1
1

20-20180-3  Hudson Bay SD50 w/ Lights.
: 20-20182-3  Reading & Norther SD50 wiLights
Test Train 20201841 Conrail E9 ABA W

3

Eight-car streamlined passenger; train weight, 13 Ibs; pull to move train, 12 oz; 20201851 NYCEBABAWSL.
) _ ) 20201861 UPEBABAWS. $679.95
80" 0 scale aluminum cars from K-Line 20201871 RockIsland E8 ABAWIS0.... $679.95

20-2112-1 SP SD9 Diesel #5365 w/P1..
20-2479-3 SP Alco B unit #5915 - non-pwd - Uncataloged ....$159.95
20-2881-3 Chessie SD35 (non-pwd) #7426
20-2897-3 C&0 GP9 (non-pwd)....
20-2921-3 B&M F3 B unit (non-pwd)
20-2942-1/3  CN Dash 8-40Cw Blue w/2.0 Powered & Dummy.$550.00
20-2944-3 Norfolk Southern Dash 8-40cw Dummy #8355......$175.00
20-3024-1 N&WJ' Steam Engine w/ Aux Water tender (20-3026) w/P1
§875.00
20-3371-1 Duchess of Buccleuch wi5 cars (20-60008/10) wi2.0....$1,399.00
20-3370-1 London, Midland & Scottish RW w/2.0 w/6 Pass Cars (20-
B0005/6/70) ....cccccovserrciernseenn $1,550.00
20-3371-1 Duchess of Atholl w/2.0 wi5 Pass cars (20-60008/10)...$1,495.00
20-5638-1 Swiss Crocodile Electric w/P2 - Dark Green.......... §849.95
20-90505/6  Rock Island 6-car 50 Ton Gondola Set each$259.95

30-1489P Milwaukee Rd 60" 4-Car Strm Pass Set................ §199.95
30-1566-1 Lehigh Valley 4-6-4 Imp Engine w/3.0 w/ 30-69127/28/29
Pass Set $750.00

30-1568-1 NYC 4-6-4 Imp. Pass. Set w/3.0 w/30-69124/25/26$750.00
30-20033-1  Conrail F3 ABA w/30-67604/05/06/07 ...§829.95
30-20041-1/3  UP Alco PAABA wiSilver trks & fuel tank wi30-67580/81/82183.... $799.00
30-20078/1/3  SF F3 ABA /3.0 w/30-67650/51/52/53 ...
30-2154-1 Rio Grande Goose Diesel w/Proto 1 - Silver
30-2856-1 New Haven Alco AA w/P2
30-67344 NYC 60" Strm 4-Car Pass Set (Grey wiBlue & White stripes)
30-67403 Milwaukee Rd 60’ Strm Sleeper/Diner.
30-67458/60/61 Texas Special 60’ Strm 6-Car Pass Set.
30-67535 NS 60’ Strm Sleeper/Diner
30-67536 NS 60’ Strm Coach

L e gacy S t ati O n 3067538 NYC 60’ Strm 4-Car Pass Set (Siver

30-67554/55/56/57 BN 60’ 8-Car Strm Pass Set.
q 30-67568 C&0 60’ Strm Coach
251-F Hurricane Shoals Rd NW 30-67569 C&0 60’ Strm Full Vista Dome Car
Lawrenceville GA 30046 3067567 Erie 60' Ful Vista Dome Car

30-675% Nickel Plate Rd 60’ Strm Coach ...
30-67608/09/10/11  RF&P 60’ Strm. 8- Car Pass Set .
30-69073/74/75 GN 7-Car Madison Set
30-69109/10/11  JC 7-Car Madison Set...
30-69124 NYC 4- Car Madison Set (Two-tone Brown)
30-69127/28/29 Lehigh Valley 7-Car Madison Set
1
1

30-69142 NP 60’ 4-Car Madison Set....
30-69142/43/44 NP 60’ 7-Car Madison Set.

800-964-8724 MTH Authorized Service and Demo Center
770-339-7780 “Thank you for your patronage these past 24 years!’

i Not P ible For Typographical Errors.*****  OGR259

WWW.legacystation.com (Ph: 440-774-2131 FAX: 440-774-7575 )
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www.trainz.com
www.stockyardexpress.com
www.legacystation.com

DispLay SHewes FoRr
Your TRAIN Room!

Satin Finish, Hordened Anodized Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed

Raised Rails Hold Your Trains in Place

6 Ft. Lengths, €xpandable with Joiner Pins Supplied
Special Cutting Available

Combination "HO/S" Gauge . ........ $12.00
O GAUQE it $15.00
Combination "O/STD/LGB" Gauge . . . .. $24.00

Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This extremely versatile product
is designed to fit our shelves or similar
shelving from HO/S gauge or O gauge to
O/STDALGB gauge. RAIL STOPS can be used any
place along your shelves and will prevent your
trains from being rolled along the rails. RAIL
STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.

RAIL STOPS are $10.00 per dozen, including
shipping.

NEW PRODUCT

RAIL END CAPS - The newest addition to Glenn
Snyder Display Systems product line. Designed
to trim the ends of our shelves or similar
shelving. RAIL END CAPS will give a finished
look to the end of your shelves and will prevent
your trains from being knocked off the ends.
Please specify when ordering: combination
"HO/S" gauge,"O" gauge or combination
“O/STD/LGRB" gauge.

RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.

Plus shipping and handling.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
260 Oak Street * Buffalo, NY 14203
Toll Free 1-877-852-4676 * Fax 1-716-852-4677

e-mail: glenn@gsds.com * www.gsds.com

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA

www.MercerJunction.com

Specializing in all of your O Scale needs
from track, scenery and Arttista figures
to Premier MTH and 3rd Rail Brass
Locomotives. Stop by and see our 21' x
10' fully detailed, DCS, TMCC,
In-Store layout.

151 North Diamond Street * Mercer, PA 16137
Phone: 724-662-1110

RAILROAD TIES FOR TIN PLATE TRACK
FOR“O” “027” & “S” GAUGE

Black or brown color to match !

Three R Plastics

1801 Holian Dr

Spring Grove, IL 60081

815-675-0844

Pricing:

125 pack $22.00
250 pack $42.00
375 pack $62.00
500 pack $80.00
Includes Shipping

Order on line www.3r-plastics.com

Renew your OGR subscription

on-line today at: www.ogaugerr.com

¢ Die-Cast Body

¢ Operating, Motorized
Pantographs

¢ Remotely Controlled
Proto-Couplers™

® (2) Precision Flywheel-Equipped
Motor

See It On The Web

28 0 GAUGE RAILROADING OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2012

* Locomotive Speed Control

¢ Long-Lasting LED Lighting

¢ Proto-Sound® 3.0 With The Digital
Command System Featuring
Passenger Station or Freight
Yard Proto-Effects™



http://www.ogaugerr.com
www.gsds.com
www.mercerjunction.com
www.3r-plastics.com
www.gargraves.com
www.mthtrains.com

OIGAUGEJRAIDROADING;
-

1 0INOWJIAVAILCABLE!

$29.95 each

» Searchable Table of Contents for every back Issue United States Foreign

« View page by page, column by column or quickly jump to any article in 81 -850 .. $18.00 S/H
any issue $50 - $100 .. . $22.00 S/H

* Double clicking brings up a 1:1 scale printable image. $100 - $200 $26.00 S/H

* For use with Mac or Windows Operating System. Runs with your Over $200 FREE FREE

Internet Browser.

OGR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514

Shipping and Handling Charges

CALL 800-980-6477

“All major credit cards accepted” \N'W W= og au g err.com
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http://ogaugerr.com/railroad/product_info.php?cPath=37&products_id=197

Over 100,000 feet of this wire is now in
service running O Gauge trains and
accessoried all over the country!

14 Gauge

50 ft. .o, $20.95*
100 ft. .o $38.95*
250 ft....oooviiieeeen, $90.95*

16 Gauge

50 ft. ..o, $17.95*
100 ft. ..ooooveviieieie, $28.95*
250 ft. ..o $65.95*

*Plus Shipping and Handling

» Tested and Approved by O Gauge
Railroading’s Backshop Foreman
Jim Barrett.

Don’t forget these handy tools...

Wire Strippers

» Strips wire from
AWG24 to AWGS

* Works great with our

14 and 16 gauge
* Excellent For Both TMCC and DCS. Train Layout Wire

$16.95*

* 16 Gauge and 14 Gauge
Stranded For Flexibility.

Digital Voltage Tester

» 3 Color Scale
* Measures AC and DC up
to 500 volts

United States Foreign * Uses single AA battery
$18.00 S/H

$22.00 S/H $24.95*

$26.00 S/H

Shipping and Handling Charges

CALL 800-980-6477  Check us out on the Web at

www.ogaugerr.com
0GR Publishing, Inc.

33 Sheridan Road
Poland, OH 44514 “All major credit cards accepted”
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http://ogaugerr.com/railroad/index.php?cPath=23_41

“*NEW **IN STOCK***

Pat ri Ck’s Trai ns DRY TRANSFER LETTERING

IVES, AMERICAN FLYER,

o= AINS:COM PRE & POST WAR LIONEL"

A LIONEL LICENSED PRODUCT

Huge Selection ° Easy to Search Web Store CALL OR WRITE FOR COMPLETE LIST
Featuring Products From: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, 100 Year Bridge Co.,
Woodland Scenics, RMT, and much much more. J & A H o B B l E s

Authorized Lionel and I:I 4479 MARSH ROAD WAYNESBORO, PA 17268
MTH Service Centers

717-762-2242

e-mail:warnick@pa.net

TODD®S

LIONEL
4850 TM Trackmobiles . . .................. 275.00
14101 RedBaronPylon..................... 95.00
14210 PonyRide .......................... 55.00
14214 MiniGolf. .................. . ... ... 60.00 10-1003 Kingsbury Fire House ....................
18858 98 CenlGP20TMCC. . .............. 250.00 10-1069 441 Weight Scale . . . .

19845 Agquarium Car Command . . 125.00 20-20017-1 Southern GP35 .. .
28311 UP 70 Dbl DD35A ..550.00 20-20117 N.S.Dash9......
28343 Amtrak Dash 9..... ..460.00 20-2779-1 N.S. G.E. U30e . ..
28587 Penn GP7 Diesel with Legacy . ..460.00 20-2883-1 Southern SD 35. . .

TIRAIN DEFPOT 0 Gauge GROUND THROWS

AMERICAN FLYER Simple to use. High reliability. Cost effective.
Southern Mikado W/TMCC..............cccooerveeierrernerne I Molded from tough self-lubricating
Delrin®. Model 208S has two internal
stainless steel springs pre-loaded to 6 oz.
to provide machine overtravel and turn-
out point tension. Simple to mount-
center turnout points and throw handle.
Connect and fasten with two fasteners.

28599 Erie GP9 Legacy..... ..350.00 20-2701-E Doodlebug Set. . .. L

29225  Neil Young Horde Box.. 50.00 20-2704-1  Southern GP9 2.0 ... 107R Rigid.................. .33-30

29877 SON TMCC Crane....... ..310.00 20-3141-1 Penn 2-8-0 H3 Consolidation (Supply your own spring linkage)

30088 John Bull Passenger and Car . . 474.00 20-31421 Penn 2-8-0 H3 Consolidation 208S Spring.........ccvuenene 83_45

31706 U.P. Burro Crane Set................. 210.00 30-20020-1 WM 2.0 ..ottt

31747 PABallast Train .. ................... 465.00 30-2767-1 B&O 616 Diesel 2.0

34550 F3AAArchive NH ... ... ... 460.00 3027941  CRORSD5 ...... » ATDEALERS OR DIRECT

34735 SFGPY .. 438.00 30-2795-1 SFRSD4........ ...265. Add $4.50 handling per order

34776 N&W SD40-2. ..o 480.00 30-2853-1 HD F3 ABA Set . .. ...465. L residents add 83 it les t

34780 CSX SDA0-2 . ... 480.00 30-2979 Southern GP9 . ..............oiiiii. X residents a 0 Sales tax
Tues —Wed - Fri 1 pm to 8 pm / Thurs. 1pm - 5pm / Sat 9:30 am to 5 pm / Sun—Mon Closed CABOOSE INDUSTRIES 1861 Ridge Dr. Ste. O

(U.S. Rte. 64 Bus.) 3169 Wendell Blvd., P.O. Box 849, Wendell, NC 27591-0849
919-365-5006 / Fax 919-365-3917 . cabooseind. con

Freeport, IL 61032-3637

- NI Catoctin Mountain
MGI) I: I. I“\I I. SC I: N I: S Trains and Hobbies
Layout Services & 0O-Scale Structures " 22 Years of Great Service, Pricing, and Fair Dealing]

We are a MTH Mega Station Train Retailer!

For MTH Repairs West of the Mississippi
contact:docsavage52@sbcglobal.net

We carry MTH'’s full line of
AFFORDABLE LAYOUT SERVICES Trains, Track and Accessories!

Call: 207-564-7292 or Visit: www.modelrailscenes.com 301-271-5491 » www.cmtrains.com
3 West Main St. Thurmont, Md 21788

Genuine crushed granite

BALLAST

® For ultra realism ® Natural gray blend
= The only product of its kind ® 1:48 scale

5 Ibs. only$1595

plus $9.95 S&H
‘ (add $2.50 for each
2 addtional 5 Ibs.)

Mail check or money order to:

Brennan’s Model Railroading

Box Box 520174 « Independence, MO 64052
www.brennansmodelrr.com ¢ (816) 252-4605
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www.patstrains.com
mailto:warnick@pa.net
www.cabooseind.com
www.cmtrains.com
www.modelrailscenes.com
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"When hobbyists think of smoke fluid they think of Mega-Steam... It just smokes better!"

IS MEGA-STEAM'
Smrnrodce Hilveid

« Original Cedar « Coal-Fired Steamer * Diesel Power * Hickory Wood
* Wood Stove * Vanilla « Candy Cane Express ¢ Peach « Beer
+ Cinnamon Roll « Christmas Pine < Bayberry Holiday « Grandpa’s Pipe Smoke ¢ Cran-
berry Woods ¢+ Forest & Stream « Cut Grass * Apple Harvest « Lumber Mill + Spring *
Frying Bacon « Baking Bread ¢ Coffee « Maple Sugar ¢ Christmas Berry * Hot Chocolate
Pumpkin Pie « Gingerbread * Fireplace * Marx Scent ¢ Cotton Candy
+ Orange * NADA (No Scent) « Smoke Pellet « Grape * Popcorn « Elixir
+ Oil-Fired Steamer « Black Licorice * Root Beer * Very Cherry « Pina Colada * Barbeque

$5.00 per 20z dropper bottle $16 per 8oz refill bottle
Shipping charges as posted on our website or call for current rates.

MEGA-STEAM - 11 Out of Bounds Road
Palmyra, VA 22963 - email:jkmegasteam@aol.com
For Visa / MC orders and info:
Proudly Made in the U.S.A. www.megasteam.com - (434) 589-2660 -10am to 6pm EST

( N

It Comes From Within
The Frank Pettit Story

Own a piece of Lionel History with It Comes From Within.
I Get the inside story of Lionel in its heyday. Learn why
on y Lionel called the fabled GG-1 “Big Mama.” Read about

the secret battle of the postwar puffing smoke unit and
Sg 9 5 much more. Learn about Frank Pettit, the self-taught
| Lionel engineering genius.

plus S&H

Author Chris Ritchie was given access to Frank’s
archives for a truly revealing glimpse of a
creative genius at work.

88 pages, black & white

VISIT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP Shipping and Handling Charges
OR CALL 800-980-6477 Foreign

0GR Publishing, Inc.
33 Sheridan Road
\ Poland, OH 44514 “All major credit cards accepted” www.ogaugerr.com
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MTH Ready-to-Run
PRR 4-6-0 Steam Freight Set

Review and Photos by George Brown

A.s the FedEx driver handed me a
monstrous box from MTH, my first
thought was anything this big has got to be
exciting. After all, 'm from the era of when
bigger was synonymous with better. If that
paradigm held true for the MTH steam
starter set that I lugged to the OGR testing
lab, which also serves as my train room,
this was going to be a fun review. Oh, the
package was 20”x 7”x 30” and weighed 23
pounds. One thing for sure—under a
Christmas tree, the box and its contents
would definitely have lots of hope as a
show starter. And Dad would know for
sure that he was not destined to get yet
another bizarre holiday necktie.

Available in either Pennsylvania or
Union Pacific markings, this RailKing
Rugged Rails set includes everything
needed to run the train. In the way of tools,
only a pair of pliers and a small flat-blade
screwdriver might be necessary. Our
Pennsy set included the equipment listed
below and shown in the photos:

B 4-6-0 steam locomotive
B Freight cars:

¢ Chromed Gulf tank car

* PRR gondola with crate load

¢ PRR N5c illuminated caboose
B 31”x 51" 12-piece RealTrax oval

B 54-watt Z-500 transformer with
connecting wires and illuminated
track lock-on

B DCS Remote Commander single-
train control system
B RailWare interactive DVD and
operator’s manual
Before I get into how the set runs, let’s
take a brief look at its various pieces of
equipment.

Locomotive

Both the die-cast engine and its plastic
tender have no particular prototype that I
can determine. Its decoration is reminis-
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cent of the Pennsylvania Railroad in the
glory years of the early 20th century with
the overall Brunswick green and colorful
trim. As to the paint and decoration, it’s
first rate as I always expect from MTH.

The ten wheeler’s primary technical
attributes include the Proto-Sound 3.0
digital control and sound system plus the
tetherless drawbar. This drawbar is a thin
and narrow composite board with printed
circuits that carry power and control sig-
nals between the engine and tender. If an
event such as a derailment and rollover
should happen, the drawbar can withstand
2 90-degree twist without damage. As with
all MTH steamers, the Proto-Sound 3.0
electronics ride inside the tender. By the
way, this same set was sold in the 2010
season, but with Proto-Sounds 2.0 and a
tether cable between the engine and tender.

Additional operating features include a
headlight with automatic two levels of
brightness, fan-driven smoke unit, can
motor with flywheel, and metal gears on



the engine. A remotely operated Proto-Coupler is
on the back of the tender, which rides on metal
trucks with die-cast side frames. By the way, these
side frames are definitely PRR style.

The smoke unit puffs in time with the sounds of
the steam exhaust chuffs, which occur twice for each
revolution of the drivers. I found this surprising
because I'm used to four chuffs and puffs per driver
turn from MTH steam locomotives. Additionally,
the only control for the smoke volume control is a
potentiometer accessible from underneath the
tender. To set the smoke density, ranging from max-
imum down to off, a small flat-blade screwdriver is
needed. Remote control of the smoke is not avail-
able with the Remote Commander.

Freight Cars
All three of the freight cars have plastic bodies

with most details such as ladders and grab irons
molded in, sprung metal trucks, and operating
thumbtack-style couplers. As their name of Rugged
Rails implies, these cars can withstand considerable
stress from derailments, heavy handling, or even
careless storage.

On the tank car, the chrome finish is dazzling
with crisp and colorful lettering and graphics.
Although the ladders, platform, and handrails
appear to be delicate, they are actually quite durable.

The gondola provides the extra play value for the
set with its removable load of two simulated wooden
crates. Three foam blocks, which are also removable,
hold these crates in position in the car. With its
crates and foam blocks out, the gondola could then
carry just about any load that a new train enthusi-
ast, regardless of age, can fit in it. An example could
be the new cell phones for junior and sis. They can
make videos with their phones riding around in the
gondola and then share these action clips with all
their Facebook friends.
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At the end of the train, the caboose has
a figure representing a crewman riding in
the cupola. For rolling stock with few frills,
the wire handrails are unexpected as are the
two electrical pickup rollers, one on each
truck.

Transformer

Basic is the best description for the
Z-500 transformer, colloquially called a
brick within the hobby. All it does is trans-
form its rated input of 120 VAC to an 18
VAC output. The power plug is the on/off
control—plug it into the AC outlet for
power up and unplug it for power down. A
4-amp circuit breaker is manually resettable.

DCS Remote Commander

My usual reference to the DCS
Remote Commander is DCS lite, and as
such, this train control system is a feature-
reduced subset of DCS that controls only
one engine; that is, the one included in the
set. Rudimentary operations are possible
with this system, which includes Proto-
Sound startup or shutdown, throttle up or
down, reverse, horn or whistle, bell, sound
volume, and coupler opening. Initiating
random special sounds and triggering pas-
senger or freight yard announcements can
also be done. However, no emergency stop
or power-off function is provided other
than unplugging the power cord.

The hardware consists of the handheld

remote and the interface box that connects

between the Z-500 and the track. Buttons
for each of the eight functions plus the
throttle control are on the handheld, and
the interface box has a green indicator that
lights momentarily upon receiving a com-
mand from the handheld. Two owner-sup-
plied AA batteries power the handheld, but
the interface box gets its power from the

Z-500.

Unpacking and Assembly

Setup of the set took less than 30 min-
utes, and that included taking the items
that make up the set out of their individ-
ual boxes, which were packed inside the
colorful set box. The sensations I experi-
enced while unpacking each of the boxes
and then looking at its content for a few
minutes was not unlike the excitement of a
Christmas morning.

Assembling the loop of Real Trax was a
little bothersome depending on the fit of
the plastic tabs under the rails. I had trou-
ble aligning and snapping together a cou-
ple of the joints on the straight sections
and connecting them to the curved sec-
tion. Putting the curved sections together
went without a hitch.

Electrical connections could not get
any simpler for the neophyte or experi-
enced hobbyist. At the track end of the
hookup is the illuminated lock-on that
plugs into any of the sections. Power feed
wires with factory-installed, color-coded
plugs connect the electronic interface box
for the Remote Commander to the lock-
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on. And a single coaxial plug on the end of
the cord from the transformer plugs into
the interface box. In my opinion, the entire
electrical system was well thought out and
implemented. In a word...nice.

Remote Commander and DCS

Unlike DCS, which uses wireless radio
frequency signals for two-way communi-
cation between the DCS remote and the
TIU, the Remote Commander sends line-
of-sight infrared codes to its interface box
in one-way communication. Essentially,
the operator points the handheld remote at
the interface box and presses the desired
button. The interface box receives the
infrared code, translates it, and sends the
required digital command to the engine
for execution. If the handheld remote is
not pointed more or less directly at the
interface box, or if an object is in the path
of the infrared beam, the intended opera-
tion such as direction change won’t happen.
Additionally, the Remote Commander is
meant to work only with the set’s engine,
so the ID number sent by this system to
the engine is fixed and cannot be changed.

However, the set’s engine can be run on
any layout using DCS or conventional
transformer-controlled power, as I proved
on the Editorial Carpet Central Railroad.
Even though the Remote Commander is a
feature-reduced control system, the engine
has the fully featured Proto-Sound 3.0
electronics, including supercapacitors for
backup power to support an orderly
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VALLEY MODEL TRAINS
PO BOX 1251, Wappingers Falls, N.Y. 12590
Credit Card Orders Welcome

Order/Info(845)297-3866 Fax(845)298-7746

Bills Train Shop BTS O Wood Kits....

Sand is needed for loco- 17495
motive traction, and it

must be dry to freely flow

from the locomotive sand
boxes to the rails.

17495 McCabe Sand House Kit O.....119.95 113.95
Microscale Models O Nice Kits with many details

True-to-scale kit - Overall size: Base 8” x 11"

Laser cut walls
Cast base
Tichy windows,
doors and lamps

MObilgaS Dozens of detail parts

Mobilgas Gas Station Kit O............ 195.95 176.50
Banta Modelworks O Laser Cut Kits.

6040 Beaver Creek Station O.............. 96.00 88.35
Footprint
Laser 53/8" x 7 3/8"
ply- Includes signs
wood
and 6090
bass-
wood

6090 Chillery's Cafe & Grill kit O........ 98.00 90.15
AMB American Model Builders O Wood Kits

484 Elevated Warehouse Kit O.. ...79.95 67.98
487 12 x 11 x 6"
Nice wood kit
487 Ellington Mercantile O .............cccuuee.. 109.98 93.49

Add $8.95 S&H in 48 States * Others pay actual
postage cost « N.Y. residents add 8.25% sales tax.
(prices are subject to change w/o notice)

www.valleymodeltrains.com
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shutdown. But there is a caveat for tak-
ing the set’s ten wheeler from a DCS
layout back to the track run with the
Remote Commander. When the MTH
Ready-To-Run set’s engine powers up
on a DCS layout, it is assigned a new
ID number and runs as any other DCS
steam locomotive. But with this new
ID number, the engine will no longer
work with the Remote Commander
until it is reset back to its factory
default ID. As a further condition,
resetting the engine back to its factory
default can only be done within the
advanced menu available only on a DCS
remote controller. But once reset, the
engine will run again under control of
the Remote Commander.

At Trackside

Not that the train ran great on the
031 loop of RealTrax supplied with
the set, but my wife was so impressed
with it she asked if I would like to buy
it for my collection. My response was
that it’s a neat toy, but I'd rather have
the one that got away—see my “Helper
Engine” column in the previous issue,
Run 258.

Initially, the Remote Commander
behaved unpredictably and randomly
failed to execute commands, even with
my being careful to point the handheld
remote at the infrared receiver on top

of the interface box. I didn’t see any
particular pattern indicating an opera-
tor error, so I gave up in frustration and
decided to come back to the problem
later. But after spending a couple of
hours of typing on this review, I went
back to the set, and it worked without
a glitch from that point on. Even after
running the engine on the CCRR and
then resetting it back to its factory
default, the Remote Commander
worked every time, all the way to pack-
ing the set for return to MTH.

The engine and lights in the
caboose never used more than 20 watts,
even with the train running fast
enough to get visually unstable in the
O31 curves. As to the inevitable ques-
tion of did the engine leave the rails—
no! But on a couple of the curves, it
appeared to be just shy of launch speed,
so I immediately slowed it down.

While I'm on the topic of speed
control, I quickly developed a prefer-
ence for the rocker switch throttle on
the Remote Commander’s handheld
over the thumb wheel of the DCS
remote. Overall, I rather liked the
petite handheld, even if I did have to
point it in the general direction of the
interface box every time I wanted the
engine to do something. But mainly,
the train set was fun to run! &

30-4208-1 Pennsylvania 4-6-0 freight R-T-R train set

Retail price: $349.95 at MTH dealers

M.T.H. Electric Trains; www.mthtrains.com

OshKosh P-Series Truck

High Detail Diecast Construction
1:50 (0-Scale)
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Make Your Dream Layout a Reality!
Museum Quality Custom Model Railroad Builders

The Nation's Leading Hi-Rail Experts
Catering Exclusively to the Discriminating Enthusiast Since 1995

P.0. Box 600505 SEEN(IEOSAPHOIOSHATIU Y amy———————
N. Miami Beach, 5 s =
Florida 33160 men, (e (ora L .. = =
Tel. 305-949-1706 www.smarttinc.com scale MOde|S, Arts,
Fax 305-947-7458 s Technologies,
info@smarttinc.com Inc.

We Ship Anywhere! Coast to Coast and Overseas!

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Avenue #203, Yuba City CA 95993-8986
phone 530-673-6776  fax 530-673-5590
e-mail: info@westerndepot.com  web site: www.westerndepot.com
open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00am to 5:30pm

Christmas Sale

Bachmann Christmas boxcar Reg. 60 ~ SALE 40
K-Line 1993 Christmas boxcar Reg.50 ~ SALE 40
K-Line 1998 Coca Cola boxcar Reg. 30  SALE 20
K-Line 1999 Christmas boxcar Reg.30 ~ SALE 20
K-Line Christmas Switcher set Reg. 150 SALE 100
K-Line Christmas boxcar 4 pack Reg. 120 SALE 100
K-Line North Pole Village kit Reg. 100  SALE 75
K-Line Town of Yuletide 4 pk building Reg50SALE 35
K-Line 12 days of Christmas 4 pk Reg. 70 SALE 50
Lionel Angela Trotta boxcar Reg. 65 SALE 35
Lionel 2006 Holiday boxcar Reg. 50 SALE 25
MTH Harley 2010 Holiday boxcar Reg. 50 SALE 40
MTH Harley 2011 Holiday boxcar Reg. 50 SALE 40
LioneL Napa VALLEY WINE TRAIN

6-22610 Napa Valley Wine train FAAA  NOW 200
6-22613 Napa Valley 4 pk pass cars ~ NOW 400
Napa Valley FA AA and Cars NOW ONLY 500
Lionel 6-38312 F3 AA Santa Fe Reg. 500 SALE 350
RINGLING BROTHERS AND BARNUM AND BAILY CiRcus

6-22116 circus train set Reg.245 SALE 200
6-22628 18" advertising car Reg. 180 ~ SALE 100
6-22633 18" coach car Reg. 180 SALE 100
6-22625 18" generator car Reg. 180 SALE 100
6-22257 18" shop car Reg. 165 SALE 100
6-22225 18" Jomar Car Reg. 145 SALE 100

Check our website for complete inventory listing.
If it's there, we have it in stock.

www.westerndepot.com
Expires November 30, 2012

The Train Shop At Brentwood Antiques
106 Lafayette Road (Route 1), Hampton Falls, NH 03844
Ph: (603) 929-1441 FAX: (603) 929-8662 Web: www.TheTrainShop.com

10112 Comprehensive Guide to MTH Railking 20-20240-1 Pennsylvania 3GS21B $389.95

Engines 1995-2011 $44.95 20-20241-1 NASA 3GS21B $389.95

10113 Comprehensive Guide to MTH Premier 20-20242-1 Florida East Coast SD40-2 $389.95

Engines 1993-2012 2nd Edition 20-20243-1 Wheeling & Lake Erie SD40-2 $389.95

$44.95 20-20244-1 Western Maryland SD40-2 $389.95

20-20245-1 Santa Fe SD40-2 $389.95

. . 20-20246-1 Pittsburgh & Lake Erie GP-7  $389.95

MTH Premier Engines 20-20247-1 Cleveland Terminal GP-7 $389.95

20-20248-1 Southern Pacific GP-7 $389.95

20-2800-3 New Haven Genesis NP $179.95 20-20249-1 Nickel Plate Rd GP-7 $389.95

20-2832-3 BNSF AC6000 NP $179.95 20-20254-1 GO Transit FAOPH $389.95

20-2942-1 CN Dash8-40C $179.95 20-20256-1 Amtrak F40PH $389.95
20-2958-1 CSX SD70M $389.95

20-2986-1 GE Evolution Hybrid Set Sept $449.95

MTH Railking Engines

20-20005-1 UP 3GS21B $389.95

20-20035-1 Amtrak Turbotrain Psgr Set $729.95 30-1551-1 Pennsylvania K4 Psgr Set $499.95
20-20036-1 CN Turbotrain Psgr Set $729.95 30-1560-1 Pennsylvania 6-8-6 S-2 $389.95
20-20037-1 Penn Central Turbotrain Set $729.95 30-1563-1 Northern Pacific 4-8-4 $389.95

20-20076-1 SOO Line U33C $389.95 30-1564-1 Milwaukee Rd 4-8-4 Northern $389.95
20-20118-1 CNW Dash 9 $389.95 30-1565-1 Reading 4-8-4 Northern $389.95
20-20122-1 Norfolk Southern Dash 8 $389.95 30-1566-1 Lehigh Valley 4-6-4 Hudson $389.95
20-20123-1 Conrail Dash 8 $389.95 30-1567-1 New Haven 4-6-4 Hudson $389.95
20-20125-1 Southern FM Trainmaster $389.95 30-1568-1 NYC 4-6-4 Hudson $389.95
20-20130-1 Reading GP35 $179.95 30-1580-1 Pennsylvania 4-8-2 M1a Mnt $389.95
20-20137-1 UP SD45T2 $389.95 30-1581-1 Penssylvania4-8-2 Mnt $389.95
20-20144-1 Alaska SD70ACe $389.95 30-1582-1 UP 4-8-8-4 Big Boy $639.95
20-20145-1 New Haven U25B $389.95 30-1583-1 UP 4-8-8-4 Big Boy Freight Set $729.95
20-20173-1 Lehigh Valley V01000 $389.95 30-1584-1 UP 4-8-8-4 Big Boy Psgr Set  $729.95
20-20175-1 Pennsylvania V01000 $389.95 30-2954-1 Pennsylvania Aero Train Set  $359.95
20-20181-1 Norfolk Southern SD50 $389.95 30-2978-1 Boston & Maine GP7 $279.95
20-20211-1 Delaware & Hudson RS-11  $389.95 30-20004-1 BNSF Dash 8 $279.95
20-20212-1 New Haven RS-11 $389.95 30-20023-1 Boston & Maine RS3 $279.95
20-20213-1 NYC RS-11 $389.95 30-20023-3 Boston & Maine RS3 NP $139.95
20-20214-1 Pennsylvania RS-11 $389.95 30-20050-1 Alaska SD70ACe $279.95
20-20237-1 Rail America 3GS21B $399.95 30-20053-1 Amtrak Dash 8 $279.95
20-20238-1 Pacific Harbor Lines 3GS21B $399.95 30-20053-3 Amtrak Dash 8 NP $139.95
20-20239-1 Alaska 3GS21B $399.95 30-20054-1 CSX Dash 8 $279.95
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30-20055-1 CN Dash 8 $279.95
30-20056-1 BNSF Dash 8 $279.95
30-20062-3 CSX SD70ACe NP $139.95
30-20065-3 BNSF SD70ACFe $139.95
30-20068-1 NS SW1500 $289.95
30-20072-1 B&M E-8 A/A $299.95
30-20089-1 Boston & Maine GP-20 $269.95
30-20091-1 NYC GP-20 $269.95
30-20092-1 U.S. Army GP-20 $269.95
30-20093-1 Reading FM Trainmaster $269.95

30-20094-1 Pennsylvania FM Trainmaster $269.95
30-20095-1 Mil Rd FM Trail ter $269.95
30-20096-1 Lack FM Trai t $269.95

Lionel Corp Std GaugeTin

11-1016-1 #392E Gray/Nickel Steamer $539.95
11-1017-0 #400E TT Blue/Nickel Steam $819.95
11-6009-1 #249E Steam Passenger Set $549.95

11-30049  #214 Lionel Celebration BC  $119.95
11-30088 #4018 Automobile Car $119.95
11-30089 #4020 Stock Car (Blue) $119.95
11-30090 #4006 Hopper Car (Red) $119.95
11-30091 #4017 Sand Car (Green) $119.95
11-30092 #4010 Tank Car (Cream/Blue) $119.95
11-30094 #4021 Caboose (Red) $126.95
11-30107 #214 Altoona 36 Lager Reefer $119.95
11-30110 #214 Hoods Dairy Reefer $119.95
11-30115 #215 Budweiser Oil Car $129.95
11-30117  #215 Gulf Oil Car $119.95
11-40040 TT Blue 3-Car Blue Comet Set $979.95
11-40042 TT Blue Comet Coach $349.95
11-40043 TT Green Stephen Girard 3-Car $539.95
11-40044 TT Green Stephen Girard Bab $179.95
11-40045 TT Green Stephen Girard Coach$179.95

UPS added to All orders. Visa/MC/Disc/Amex


www.smarttinc.com
www.westerndepot.com
www.thetrainshop.com
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www.nassauhobby.com

MTH PREMIER % SALE % MTH RAILKING % SALE & ROLLING STOCK

#20-80001B CANADIAN PACIFIC F-3 SET

SUPER SALE $599.99

#30-2762-1 SANTA FE 4-CAR PASSENGER SET WITH PROTOSOUND

SUPER SALE $499.99

#20-3436-1 SANTA FE BLUE GOOSE PASSENGER SET WITH PROTOSOUND 3.0

SALE §1,199.99

BUDD CAR SETS with PROTOSOUND 2.0
#30-2840-1 MARC

SUPERSALE  non-powerep  SUPER SALE
SUBWAY 3-CAR ADD-ON DUMMY SETS
SUPER SALE §99.99 EA.

BUDD CAR ADD-ON SETS
SALE $134.99
#30-2693-3 DEMO

#30-2759-3 NY TRANSIT Q TYPE 3-CAR SUBWAY SET, GREEN, NON-POWERED

SUPER SALE

#30-2760-3 NY TRANSIT Q TYPE 3-CAR SUBWAY SET, BLUE, NON-POWERED

NON-POWERED
2026753 BT 2500 series 3-can susway ser SUPER SALE $189.99

#30-2843-1 LONG ISLAND $ 3%?'55 TROLLEY
EA. |SALE
smsmenser | S9VEA B8 e
#30-2842-3 READING :WZ%EEE‘T’E';LQIEAARR SUPER
SUPER SALE SALE

$45.00

SUPER SALE SUBWAY SETS SUPER SALE
SUPER SALE $209.99 EA, | METROLOV2.CAR

METRO LO-V 4-CAR SUBWAY SETS

SUPER SALE $99.99 EA.

#30-77136 ONTARIO &
NORTHLAND N5c CABOOSE

ADD-ON SETS SUPER SALE
-2447- -\ 4- -2447- -V 2- H SiIGN UP FOR E-MaIL
30-2447-1 METRO LO-V 4-CAR SET W/PROTO, GREEN 30-2447-3 METRO LO-V 2-CAR ADD-ON, GREEN W Ue ron B
ON OUR WEBSITE AND RECEIVE BY E-MAIL
EXTRA DISCOUNTS, SPECIALS
30-2448-1 METRO LO-V 4-CAR SET W/PROTO, RED 30-2448-3 METRO LO-V 2-CAR ADD-ON, RED AND SUPER SALE ITEMS
30-2446-1 MTA R26 4-CAR SET W/PROTOSOUND WTH
SUPER SALE §299.99
30-4172-1 CHRISTMAS TROLLEY SET ... oo 105.99
it i e
30-2622-3 CHICAGO WHITESOX 2-CAR ADD-ON . ..125.99  30-2757-1 METRO LO-V 4-CAR W/PROTO . ... ... 299.99 | 30-4204- 324,
30-2622-4 CHICAGO WHITESOX WORLD SERIES 2-CAR 125.99  30-2757-3 METRO LO-V 2-CAR ADD-ON, NONPOWD . 125.99 [ 30-4209°1 PERNSHAANIA 160 PASSENGER SETW/PROTO 33599
30-2755-3 CHICAGO 2-CAR 6200 NON-PWRD . ... 125.95 30-2766-3 CHICAGO BEARS 2-CAR 3200 ADD-ON . .125.99 §30-4914-1 UNION PACIFIC SD70ACE FREIGHT SET W/PRGTO '330.09
S 1 i V4 ot b e e e
I ore vaanar som aop-on ] THRIISEINA B AN
NYC TRANSIT 2-CAR ADD-ONR 3, 15911 BNSF SD70ACE FREIGHT SET e 3A109
#18378 R27,RED ............ 249.998 30-4929-1 SANTA FW PASSENGER TRAIN SET W/PROTO ... oo 284.99
SALE 3799 99 EA #25582 R30, SILVER .......... 200,00
#31797 R16 SUBWAY SET, SILVER ' . #2555 R16, GREEN .......... 299.99 | STRE
e —————————— gy
MTH PREMIER 5-CAR 70' MADISON PASSENGER SETS
206172 PENNSYLVANIATO 2-CAR AGS SLEEPERDINER, RBD ......... 157.99

20-67127 NEW YORK CENTRAL 70' ABS FULL VISTA DOME RBD 67,99
L LA [
20-4088 CHICAGO NORTHWESTERN ........... .99 | 20-40005 NEW YORK CENTRAL .. ... ........... 49, . 8.
204008 ReADiNg O THWESTERN ... So005 | 2040008 SANTAFE AL e 349,00 %8 geire Eﬁﬁ‘(’)\‘ﬂ%’mw %/.'\ARB%RF/.’\%SSM\%%L%E/COACH SM00TH i8ree
MTH PREMIER 5-CAR 70' PASSENGER SETS & CARS 0-80008E KANSAS CITY SOUTI 2 CAR 70’ SLPRAVISTA DOME, SMOOTH 139.99
S0-B0008F KANSAS GITY SOUTHERN o-CAR 70 SLPRVISTA DOME SMOOTH 13999
30671399 WESTERN PACIFIC 60 AL L Dl T DOME, SHOOTH ¥ ne
e S0-65150 PENNSYLUANIA 20099 | MTH #30.2705-1 PENNSYLVANIAGPIECE g1 & grrc '
20-65002 PENNSYLVANIA . .. ... .o 335.00 | 2065120 PENNSYLVANIA . ................... 99 | MTH #30-2700- -
2065100 READING 209,09 | 20-65124 PENNSYLVANIA "> .0 00011 1IIIl 33599 | DOODLEBUG DIESEL SET wiriprotosounozo  SALE $295.00
- 20-65127 NEW YORK CENTRAL ... ... 10" 335.99
20-65104 PENNSYLVANIA . ..o ool 209,99 | 20-B5121 NEW VOF
20-65134 LACKAWANA .. .o v ooooooeon 335.00 | 506158 AMTRAK |00 '
20-65172 PENNSYLVANIA . ..o o oo 376.99 | 20-65173 MILWAUKEE ROAD
20-80008D KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN . ... .. .. 324.99 | 20-65174 PENNSYLVANIA PREMIERE OPERATING REEFERS  rocoronr ce *"“"""“"’"“
MTH RAILKING 4-CAR 60' MADISON PASSENGER SETS & CARS SALE $9999 7, — F—
P~ * LOAD QUT DOORmme——
mznuzsmrN
FLASHING LANTERN OPERATING

30-69121 PENNSYLVANIA . .. ................. 172.99 | 30-69130 NEW HAVEN
30-69124 NEW YORK CENTRAL .. .............. 172.99 1 30-69136 READING

MTH RAILKING 4-CAR 60' STREAMLINE PASSENGER SETS

OPERATING SIGNALMAN
#20-94085 BURLINGTON
#20-94086 PFE REEFER

DRY ICE EFFECT & WORKMAN
#20-94022 SANTA FE

#20-94048 NEW YORK CENTRAL
#20-94050 CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

............. 172.99
..... 172.99

30-67414 PRR, SILVER ....... 143.99 | 30-67584 ERIE 30-67600 CSX

30-67580 UNION PACIFIC . . ... . 172.99 | 30-67596 PENNSYLVANIA
MTH PREMIER AMFLEET PASSENGER SETS

20-65139 SEPTA ...... 4-CARSET ........... 272.99 | 20-65141 MARC ...... 4-CAR SET

SHoP ON-LINE
L% AMAZING DEALS 5[
INCREDIBLE SELECTION
FANTASTIC PRICES

trainworid.com
More Probuct ¢ Easy SEARCH
CONSUMER FRIENDLY

#30-9105 OPERATING
MEL’S DRIVE-IN
DINER

#20-94051 UNION PACIFIC
SALE

$181.99

#30-9117 COLUMBIA
OPERATING OIL STORAGE

MTH PREMIER #20-62035 NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND 64' WOODSIDE PASSENGER SET

SALE $227.99 EA.

20-62041 PENNSYLVANIA, 3-Coaces
20-62035 NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND, Baceace, ComsINE, OBseErvaTiON | 20-62044 LONG ISLAND, 3-CoacHes

#30-9170 OPERATING HARLEY
DRIVE-IN DINER

SALE
$181.99

THE PRODUCTS WE SELL ARE NOT TOYS AND ARE NOT INTENDED FOR USE BY CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14. THESE PRODUCTS ARE
D® &"""%‘, TOLL FREE 1-800-541-7010  INFO 1-718-436-7072 E-
'»«m.»‘g

MON-SAT 10-6

751 McDonald Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11218

WEB SITE www.trainworld.com ONLINE SHOPPING: www.trainworldonline.com

mail orders @ trainworld.com

TANK STATION

SALE
$157.99

ODEL RAILROAD EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES AND ARE INTENDED FOR USE BY ADULTS.

- 15% Re-Stocking Fee on returns
- Minimum UPS standard shipping & handling charge $9.95
- Prices are subject to change without notice
- Limited Quantities All Rights Reserved

10/12F


www.trainworld.com
www.trainworld.com

Born to Have Fun

Article and Photos by Jim Teeple

I suppose it was only natural that I
would become interested in trains. My
father was an engineer for the B&O during
the steam era and through the 1970s, and
my uncle was track maintenance supervi-
sor for the B&O Akron Division. During
World War I, he was recruited by the gov-
ernment and was responsible for establish-
ing the track network at the Ravenna
Arsenal in Ohio. For that reason, two
engines on my 3-rail O gauge layout have
special meaning to me: the B&O Royal Blue
4-6-4 Hudson and the E3 diesel A-B-A
units that ran a daily schedule between
Washington, DC, and New York City.

In the 1950s, a group of railroad
history fans would charter the Royal Blue,
ride the steam-powered version from
Washington to Chicago, and then return

to DC with diesels heading the consist. It
was past the steam-to-diesel transition
period, and not many had my father’s cer-
tification to engineer both steam and
diesel. As a result, he was selected to make
both runs each year. He would take the
steamer west, attired in his bib overalls
complete with red neckerchief, and return
on the diesel in a suit and tie. I also was for-
tunate to have ridden the Royal Blue from
Washington to New York in 1957.

Like other boys my age back when
trains were the toy of choice for most lads,
I would sneak the Lionel catalog to school
in my lunch pail and argue the merits of
the Lionel 3-rail Magne-Traction with the
2-rail American Flyer guys during recess.

It was two weeks before Christmas in

1951 that Dad told me about an ad placed

A Norfolk and Western J passenger engine approaches the station.
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in the local paper by a man who had a used
Lionel train setup for sale. If I was willing
to settle for second hand, we could go look
at it, or we could wait and see if Santa might
bring something new. Of course I would



happily settle for second hand. I was, after
all, used to having some second-generation
items in my life and not ashamed of it at
all. My mom made me the nicest shirts out
of flowered feedbags she bought for 50
cents from the turkey farm adjacent to our
own farm and much nicer in my view than
what the other kids had. So, Dad and I
looked at and bought the used set, which
turned out to be a prewar Lionel with lots
of O27 track and many cars, switches, and
cardboard buildings. We got it all for
$50.00—a lot of money in those days—
but it amounted to much more train than
Santa ever could have mustered up new.
Many hours were spent lying on the floor
in the parlor watching, at eye level of
course, the engine’s headlight reflect off the
rails as it rounded the bend. This was in a
time before we had TV and were pretty
much required to use our imagination
while listening to the radio. My grandson
once asked me if I was born before fun was

That'’s the B&0 Railroad Royal Blue in the foreground, and it provides first-class daily passenger service along the line.

The railroad’s steam power includes a B&0 Hudson, Union Pacific Challenger, and Pennsylvania Camelback.
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The maintenance-of-way crew doesn’t stop work for even a short break as this Norfolk and Western J exits the twin tunnels.

invented, but I think it’s safe to say that
some of the most fun you can have is fun
you invent for yourself.

That first train was later set up in the
basement of our farmhouse on two sheets
of plywood. I continued to add to it every
time a birthday or Christmas came along
and could pretty much count on there being

a new present of some Lionel or Plasticville
stuff. The failed strings of Christmas lights
even were recycled as interior lights for my
buildings.

That layout remained in place for
many years until I sold it to get money to
buy photo darkroom equipmentand a 4x5
press camera. | remember my mom asking

The smoke shop gets a new roof, and the hardware company warehouse dock workers on the next block are being
kept busy. The warehouse was made from two Downtown Deco buildings that were modified and combined.
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many times if [ was sure I wanted to sell
my trains. They had been my prized pos-
session, and trading trains for photo equip-
ment turned out to be a difficult but wise
choice as it lead to a career that lasted a
lifetime: first as a portrait photographer for
a local studio, then as photographer with
an engineering company, and finally into
the law enforcement field where I retired
twice. Still I never lost interest in trains. I
was always looking at train magazines and
public layout displays, but raising a family
on a cop’s wages left no time or money for
trains.

In 1990 after my first retirement, I
started once again looking into the hobby.
Atfirst I planned to model in N scale or HO
but soon found that my ability to work with
something that small at my age was a stress
on my agility and eyesight. So I came back
to O gauge and am definitely glad I did.

My initial plan was to construct an
island in the middle of the basement with
one side devoted to postwar Lionel and the
other side to contemporary MTH hi-rail.
With that plan in mind, I started acquiring
most all of the operating accessories made
by Lionel between 1945 and 1969 and
restoring them both operationally and cos-
metically. After several years passed and
with another retirement fast approaching
(including more time to work on a layout),
I determined I needed to make the best use



of the space available. After long and care-
ful thought, I decided to settle for MTH
trains with a focus on realism and detail.
Finally, a plan was coming together in my
head, and I would start on the actual con-
struction. I would model small town
America, and the era would be late 1940s
to early 1950s during the transition from
steam to diesel
A new furnace and hot water tank
installed against one basement wall
increased the space available for trains. The
layout now measures 8" x 21" with triple-
level plywood benchwork that is fitted
with Atlas track laid on cork roadbed.
Motive power is MTH Proto-Sound 2
engines and rolling stock. The buildings
are a mixture of Ameri-Towne, Downtown
Deco, Lionel, craftsman kits, and others. I
operate the layout with DCS powered by a
single Z-4000 transformer. A separate
28-amp, 12 VDC power supply is used for
lighting and some accessories.
Every section of track has wires sol-
A Rio Grande Hudson passes my latest addition to the layout, which is the interlocking tower with a detailed interior. dered to the bottom of each of the three
rails that run down through the cork and

Here’s a view down Railroad Avenue as a Denver Rio Grande Hudson crosses the trestle at the west end of town.
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This scene looks east along Railroad Avenue. That Blue Comet is westhound on the edge of town.

plywood to 14-gauge bus wires that run
along the perimeter of the layout from the
Track Interface Unit. In hindsight, this
turned out to be overkill, but I decided to
do it this way because, if it turned out later
to be needed, it was not going to be possi-
ble to do easily or neatly after the fact. The
only exception is when an insulated section
of outside rail was needed for activating
accessories such as crossing signals. Plus I
reasoned that even if all that additional
wiring wasn’t necessary, it sure wouldnt
hurt anything to have it already in place.
The result is that getting a strong and con-
sistent DCS signal throughout the layout
has never been a problem.

Not being particularly interested in
replicating prototype operating proce-
dures, I laid track in five separate loops for
continuous running of the trains, with two
reversing loops on the second level. The
layout includes more than 250" of track,
and I am able to have at least five trains
running in various directions on a contin-
uous basis.

All of the tunnel portals and rocks were
cast with Hydrocal in handmade rubber
molds, and the terrain was formed using
plaster cloth over woven and glued inch-

thick cardboard strips followed by applica-
tions of latex paint and landscaping
materials.

Among my favorite buildings is a

structure I made with a Lionel grain eleva-
tor, a Lionel coaling station, and a few spare
parts added to create a mine that covers
two levels. This structure could use some

The mine at West Hill consists of several additions to modified Lionel structures, and the number of additions just
keeps growing. It's obviously a profitable mining operation.

44 0 GAUGE RAILROADING OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2012



Commuters hegin to gather on the platform as a Pennsy Camelback chuffs slowly into the station.

additional detail, but I am still debating
what to add and where to add it.

The feed mill on my layout is modeled
after a classic Farm Bureau feed mill like

the one in Phalanx Station, Ohio. When I
got my first drivers license years ago, my
Saturday job was to take our 1947 Dodge
3/4-ton stake-body farm truck and trans-

A B&0 Hudson passes the upper-level town, which is made up primarily of Ameri-Towne and Downtown Deco

structures.
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port feed to the mill about a half mile from
the farm where it was ground by water
power. Even before I was old enough to
have a license, I made the trip with our
Ford 9n tractor and hay wagon. I have alot
of memories of that time and place and like
to keep those memories alive on my layout
when possible.

Another favorite is the Downtown
Deco beverage dock. It was initially sup-
posed to be an eight-bay flat placed against
a wall, but I cut it and wrapped it around
the City View apartment building and
added a roof to make it into a unique ware-
house (it’s the building with the auction
sign).

The market storefront was cut out and
replaced with two wooden doors to
become a single-engine firchouse, just right
for small town America.

A Downtown Deco union hall on the
city level was modified to have a full-win-
dowed store front.

Ameri-Towne rooftop water towers
have been added to many of the tall build-
ings in the city. Roofs are a very visible part
of the layout, and I am in the process of
working on making stacks, vents, and
details to help improve their appearance. 1



also plan to learn the art of silicone mold
making so I can cast in resin some small
details like skylights and stairways that are
otherwise unavailable. The city structures
are mostly made from various combinations
of fronts and sides from the Ameri-Towne
820 series of kits.

The gas station is a converted Lionel
small loading dock. I plan to replace it and
several of the other plastic buildings with
some wooden structures of similar design.
This will give me something to do in sum-
mer evenings when we are out touring the
country in our travel trailer. Sure beats
watching TV.

I like MTH and Woodland Scenic fig-
ures and also buy unpainted Arttista
pewter and Preiser resin figures because I
enjoy painting them and giving a distinc-
tive look to my miniature population.

I started out lighting interiors of the
buildings with LEDs thinking that they
would create virtually no heat, would not
use much current, and would rarely burn
out. But I discovered that LEDs emit a beam

A

The early morning stillness around the hoho camp is temporarily disturbed as the Blue Comet rumbles by.

rather than an even 360-degree illumina-
tion. So I went back to using incandescent
grain-of-wheat bulbs. The LEDs work great

21°

Upper Level

Wooden
Trestle

for things like the blinking lights on the
barriers at the construction site and the
flashing dome lights on the police cruiser,

51" MTH Bridge

Lower Level
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but for now, I'll stick with incandescent lighting for

the buildings.
About the Author The animated signs from Miller Engineering are
Jim and his wife, llene, have lived in great, and I plan to add more to the layout. I use the

Miller Engineering power module to reduce 12-16
volts down to 4 volts and thus eliminate the bat-
tery packs. One module will power several signs.
Building the layout has not been without its
challenges and even an occasional misstep. For
example, I had an area on the layout that needed

the same house in Warren, Ohio, for 50
years and have raised three daugh-
ters. They now have five grandchildren.
Jim s retired from law enforcement as
a Warren police officer for 30 years,

with the last 21 years as a detective some sort of feature. I decided on a water tower.
doing major crime scene investiga- After completing construction and spending more
tion, polygraph, and other forensic sci- hours shingling the tank’s roof than I did on my real
ences. After retirement, Jim served @ Jim Teeple with his grandson Sammy two and a half car garage. I placed it in the location
an investigator for the Trumbull County it was intended for and quickly decided that it was
prosecutor’s office, where he spent another 15 years. He has also been involved in restoring too nice to hide way back there. So I brought it ou,

relocated an interlocking tower and an oil tank, and
placed the water tower in their place. That original
scene-challenged spot still needs some attention.

This keeps me well occupied for many hours
and sure helps pass the long Ohio winters. Like many
in the hobby, I sure could use more space to expand
the layout, but I find that there is always something
more to do with what I already have.

vintage prewar antique automobiles and enjoys traveling in his fully restored 1931 Model A
Ford. Amateur Radio is another of his hobbies. He is licensed as N8DOD and has contacted
over 200 countries.

B&O0 Royal Blue A-B-A diesel passenger service exits the west tunnel as the Pennsy B6 takes on water from the Altoona Models 24" craftsman kit water tower.
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lest Your Nerve,
Cruss at the Curve
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I will be the first to admit having
a great fascination with grade cross-
ings and rails that appear to be buried
in asphalt. Track is after all the most
important scenic element on the
Munoz Lines and just about any
model railroad, and I have endeavored
to make my track as realistic as possi-
ble. A modeler has only to watch real
trains rolling by grade crossings to be
motivated to re-create that important
detail in 1:48 scale. We know that in
most situations, a railroad is going to
have to cross a street or highway at
some point. If you have a realistic
town or city, you'll likely need an
equally realistic grade crossing some-
where. Obviously, it’s both preferable
and easier to model a road crossing on
a straight section of track, but I've
never really been one to do things the
easy way. I decided to run a grade
crossing across three curved tracks
(Photo 1).

As is often the case, my imagina-
tion runs ahead of my strategies. I had
never built a realistic grade crossing at
a straight track. How did I know I
could do so over three curves with
decreasing radii? I have heard some
say there is a fine line between bravery
and foolishness. Nevertheless, my
mind was made up, and I forged
ahead.

I selected an area between two

structures in the town of Roseville,
named for my 95-year-old mom, that
would likely lead to the center of town.
The grade crossing would traverse two
main lines and a siding—all curved.
To make things even more difficult, 1
decided my asphalt would meet the
railheads with barely any perceptible
gap. The interior of the grade cross-
ings between rails would be wooden
planks weathered for effect.

My initial plan included using
Gator board, a laminate of poly-
styrene foam sandwiched between
veneers of resin-impregnated wood
fiber. This material can be painted
without fear of warping or rippling.
Gator board comes in various sizes
and thicknesses. I decided to use 1/4”
board I purchased in 2'x 3" widths.
The other very basic and readily
obtainable materials needed for this
project are shown in Photo 2.

I began by creating templates
made to match the exact curvature of
the rails, one track at a time. I took a
white 8-1/2 x 11 sheet of paper, held
the paper firmly in place over the out-
side main line, and made a mask of the
rails by running my fingers over the
paper where it covered each rail. After
four or five passes, the paper mask
took on the exact curvature of the
track and also reflected the depth of
the rails (Photo 3).
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I returned to my workbench and carefully cut out the exterior
area of the outside of the curve and taped it to the foam board.
Gator board is very difficult to cut cleanly, so you must use a new
hobby knife blade for each piece of board. I slowly sank the blade
into the board in 1/4” movements to score along the cut line and
then used the knife to make the full cut. The knife left a very
smooth edge, and I held my breath as I placed the foam board
against the outside of the rail. It was perfect! I knew I was on to
something.

I repeated this paper mask process for the opposite side of that
track and once again was rewarded with a piece of foam board that
was practically a perfect match for the edge of the rail (Photo 4).
I used my hobby knife to cut slight adjustments to make the fit
even better.
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The process worked equally well for the inner main line and
the siding. I used flat black camouflage paint by Rust-Oleum to
create a base coat that I would later weather (Photo 5). When the
paint had dried, I mounted the foam board against the track on
the outside and on a downward angle away from the track since
the road would slope upwards to the rails. The foam board on the
other side would meet the outer track of the inside main line, so
that piece was placed level in between the two main line tracks, as
seen in Photo 6. I repeated that leveling process with the inner
mainline curve and the outer rail of the siding. On the opposite
side of the siding, the foam board was angled down again. I now
had all the foam board crossings in their places.

I used yellow carpenter’s glue to attach the board to the ply-
wood tabletop. I do know that special noninvasive glues are

needed with ordinary foam board, but I assumed the
yellow glue would not be absorbed into the Gator board.
Any areas adjacent to the track that were not snug
against the rail were filled with spackle. When dry, 1
softly sanded it with very fine grit paper.

The next step was to insert wood planks between the
rails. Atlas O track presents a problem in that regard,
and a logistical solution was needed. In other words,
some experimentation was in order. I soon discovered
that the plastic spike heads and tie plates on Atlas O rail
do not permit scale-size ties to be placed parallel to the
track and to lay flat. So I cut sections of thin balsa wood



that fit exactly between the spike heads and
tie plates. I found that if the balsa wood
was slightly too wide, I could push it down
(balsa wood is very soft) and achieve a flat
base for the next layer of planks (Photo 7).

I now placed three O scale ties end to
end on the balsa against the center rail
(Photo 8). I was careful to ensure that the
center rail height was slightly higher than
the planks; otherwise, my locomotives
would be coming to an abrupt halt at
crossings as pickup rollers touched wood
and not rail.

Now I hit another snag. A second row
of O scale ties next to the first was not wide
enough and left too much space between
the first tie and the outer rail. It simply
didn’t look good. Adding a third tie was

just as bad because then there would be

insufficient room for wheel flanges. I was
temporarily derailed. I was trying to avoid
cutting lots of ties. I then remembered a
bag of Woodsies Craft Sticks I had bought
at a craft store. Woodsies come in various
sizes. My Woodsies were the same thick-
ness as the O scale ties and slightly wider
and longer. The width was perfect for me
to lay them down next to the O scale ties,
and I could cut the length to fit. T was back
in business. Once the planks were glued in
place, I could get to the fun part of detail-
ing and weathering (Photo 9).

I used painter’s drywall tape for road
markings. I cut long strips and then indi-
vidually cut each marking. I based my
street marking plan on regulation road
marking standards found on the Internet.
The tape is sticky, and after I cut and
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applied the tape, I sprayed the road with
Dullcoat. After the Dullcoat dried, T used
Bragdon Enterprises powders in various
shades of charcoal to weather both the
asphalt and the planks.

The final test was to run trains over my
new grade crossing (Photo 10). Of course,
I pushed boxcars across as I worked—a
good idea—so [ had every reason to believe
I would not have any serious problems. I
cleaned the track with care and rolled a
Santa Fe Northern through the crossing. I
tooted the whistle for two longs, a short,
and another long. Now I could blow the
whistle for a legitimate reason. By law in
the real world of railroading, I was required
to do so and was more than happy to com-
ply in my 1:48 scale world. &



This MTH RailKing line Triplex is hauling a 50-car coal drag through farm country where a Mennonite barn and new farm house are under construction. The Mennonite community

is an active part of the Blackstone area.

Bevell’s O Gauge
Seasonal Spectacular

Article by Ron Timma

For more than 32 years, people have
made pilgrimages to the small farming
town of Blackstone, Virginia, between
Thanksgiving and January to see the free
model train layout and Christmas display
at Bevell’s Hardware store, one of the
largest holiday train displays on the East
Coast. Visitors can see over 12 O gauge
trains running at any one time ranging from
a Southern Railway 0-6-0 hauling a log-
ging train to a triple-headed set of scale UP
Big Boys pulling more than 60 cars.

Bobby Daniels and his wife, Lynn, are

the owners of Bevell’s Hardware, and when
they got into the business in 1979, they
created the store’s first O27 layout on a 4x8
sheet of plywood. Bobby assembled the
trains, and Lynn used her artistic talent to
create the scenery with a Department 56
Christmas village. Their young son,
Robbie, operated the layout. Each year the
layout grew bigger and better, with the
2011 layout being 20’x 56’. Emphasizing
scenes typical of a small town USA agri-
cultural farming community, the highly
animated layout depicted national and
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Photos by Tom Thurston

local history, agricultural and military
interests, Christmas villages, and other
attractions. About 37,000 visitors saw the
layoutin 2011, including more than 1,600
school children. A record daily attendance
of nearly 2,300 visitors was also setin 2011
a few days after the layout was featured on
Virginia Public Broadcasting’s “Virginia
Currents” show. That’s a long way from
when Bobby started collecting trains with
his dad, a former Norfolk & Western station
agent in Blackstone in the 1940s.

As was the case with so many young boys



of the 1950s, Bobby’s mom and dad gave
him his first Lionel train set. The holiday
layout today is a comprehensive display of
Bobby’s and Lynn’s combined interests in
trains, antique cars, trucks and tractors,
Department 56 and Lemax buildings,
Disney characters, and circus items. Much
of Bobby’s antique train collection isn’t even
on the holiday layout, but it is displayed
year round in row after row of display
shelves along the store walls.

The Bevell’s Hardware train layout has
many different facets that appeal to old
and young alike by showing some railroad
history, local Blackstone history, and small
light-hearted animated scenes that enter-
tain everyone. Examples include a man
swimming who is being chased by an alli-
gator, a boy flying his plane in the park,
boys hanging out at the watering hole,
children having a snowball fight, ice skaters
in a park, and a hunter who never seems to
be able to bag the rabbit.

Railroad and U.S. history is repre-
sented by scenes such as a reconstruction of

the May 10, 1869, golden spike ceremony
at Promontory Summit, Utah, upon the
completion of the first transcontinental rail-
road. A number of other scenes represent
the Civil War period. If visitors look care-
fully enough, they will even find the presi-
dents on Mount Rushmore. O scale riders
in moving hot air balloons are treated to a
bird’s eye view of the whole scene.

Local and Virginia military history is
commemorated by models representing
Fort Pickett, located just outside
Blackstone and Fort Eustis, headquarters
for the U.S. Army Transportation Corps.
Many Fort Pickett buildings, the airfield,
and WWII prisoner of war stockades are
represented, painted in their original cam-
ouflage paint schemes.

Most real military railroad operation
and maintenance training is conducted at
Fort Eustis, and Bobby’s layout depicts the
engine and maintenance facilities found
there during the steam era. I's common to
hear Army men and women comment on
how they appreciate being honored for

their current service. It is especially heart-
warming to hear someone talk about just
getting back from Iraq or Afghanistan
while looking at an army railroad car with
a Welcome Home sign. A special train
added in 2011 was the Welcome Home
Troops Train, which had signs on many of
the military cars acknowledging the vari-
ous local National Guard units and
remembering veterans of past and present
wars. Running around the fort is an
Abram’s main battle tank that operates on
K-Line SuperStreets track. Soldiers can be
seen rappelling down a tower, while nearby
others are on the firing range honing their
marksmanship skills.

Many historical Blackstone buildings are
represented including the John Thomas
Antique Carriage Museum and Schwartz’s
Tavern, a completely restored 1790 tavern
located in the city park next to Bevell’s
Hardware. There is action on one of the
layout’s most popular scenes: a city block
of buildings with four different fires burn-
ing at one time. It takes the full attention

It’s winter in Virginia when the layout is on public display, but there’s always a clear lake, sunny beach, palm trees, sunbathers, and people swimming to remind visitors of the

summer gone by and summers still to come.
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The Abrams tank on the Ft. Pickett area of the layout actually operates on K-Line SuperStreets track. This scene also depicts the various firing ranges located at the installation.

of one layout operator to keep those fires
burning. In this animated scene, the voices
of the firemen, policemen, and emergency
personnel are recordings of actual people
who work in Blackstone’s police and

trains and the circus. Two or three roller
coasters run each year along with the many
rides and the animated side shows associ-
ated with all circuses. Inside the main big

top are animated high-wire walkers, animal
acts, and a full crowd of people.

In 2011, Bobby added a new 25’ circus

train that has the type of smooth-sided metal

fire departments. A passenger station on the upper level helps to nicely integrate Ashe Rawls’ old layout into sections of Bobby’s display.

Also included is a drive-in the-
ater like the one Bobby visited as a
teenager, and it’s always a toss up
regarding which movie young visi-
tors like better: Thomas the Tank
Engine or Cars. The drive-in is one of
the most popular scenes with young-
sters.

In 2011, Bobby’s layout went
“green” with six power-producing
windmills, a new oil field and gas
producing facilities, and trains
pulled by the new genset engines that
rank as railroading’s most efficient
diesel engines.

For many years, Lynn has paid
special attention to showcasing the
circus collection including both the
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cars currently being used to transport the
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey con-
sist, a mile long train in real life. This is in
addition to Bobby’s antique collection of
circus cars made from Walthers kits built
in the 1950s. Complete with animations
and sounds, the circus scene also provides
a great place to run Thomas the Tank
Engine. A logging operation and gold mine
were also added to the layout in 2011.
That layout is created on a platform
covered by 3/4” plywood with holes cut for
the various animated scenes. At 28” high,
the plywood is supported by 2x4 modular
sets of frames that are strong enough to
walk on. Robbie developed and con-
structed all the modules for the 2011 lay-
out as he has done for many years. The 28”
overall height was selected because it pro-
vides an ideal viewing level for both small
children and adults.
Plexiglas protects the edge of the layout
One of the key components of the layout’s logging scene is this multifunction building that provides engine and needs to be cleaned every evening. To
maintenance, car construction and repair, and operations support that includes coal and water services. provide access for track cleaning and main-

The game at the hallpark features calls being announced over loudspeakers. The small ice cream stand at upper right is a scale model of Bobby’s first business venture after he
graduated from high school. A few years later, he bought Bevell's Hardware.
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The 12 long fire scene ranks as a special favorite among the many animated scenes on the layout. The scene started with one MTH burning house and has been expanded

each year.

An MTH trolley makes its run past one of Lynn’s many Christmas and winter snow scenes. Since she tenance, Bobby created a number of 2’ paths
has an extensive collection of ceramic buildings and seasonal animations, the scenes are changed between different scenes. These walkways are cov-
to something new and different every year. ered with rubber matting to help them blend in and

provide good footing.

After the main table is finished each season,
numerous loops of track are added. The track used
is 3-rail Atlas O with minimum 72" curves. All
wiring is at least 18-gauge or thicker stranded wire.
The Atlas O service department has supported
Bobby’s efforts for many years by sending spare
track and rail joiners via overnight delivery, some-
times as complementary aid to a worthy cause.
Switches are included in many of the individual
scenes, but to help assure consistent operational
reliability, they are not used on the main lines.

Control systems include MTH DCS, Lionel
TMCC (soon to be replaced by the Lionel Legacy
system), and conventional transformer control. All
are powered by five MTH Z-4000 transformers,
two MRC transformers, and some older Lionel
ZW transformers used for lighting, accessories, and
animation power.

Even though Bobby’s train collection is tradi-
tional and covers all scales and manufacturers, he
normally runs new production trains from the
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Headed by a Southern Railway switcher, the logging train crosses a long viaduct that was created using 10" of Hydrocal rock castings from rubber molds made by members of
the local Crewe Railroad Museum.

Circuses are another of Bobby’s and Lynn’s favorite collecting interests, and the layout’s circus area includes more than 20 animations and two new roller coasters from
CoasterDynamix.
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The working drive-in theater represents the Grove Drive-In, which was a popular destination for local teens including Bobby.

major manufacturers that are equipped
with digital command control. It is com-
mon for Bobby’s engines to log over 500
hours of running time each season, and the
MTH system helps maintain a log of run-
ning time so maintenance can be per-
formed in a timely manner. Two of his

MTH Big Boys have over 2,500 hours each.

Other members of the family, espe-
cially Lynn’s daughter Kathy and daughter-
in-law Ashley; family friends; volunteers
from the local Crewe Railroad Museum in
Crewe, Virginia; and the High Bridge
Model Railroad Club in Farmville, Virginia,

A Southern Railway 0-6-0 pulls its train through a new part of the layout depicting the phases and equipment used
in logging operations. This section was constructed on the back side of Ashe Rawl’s original layout.
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have all contributed to creating this sea-
sonal display. It takes about 12 weeks to set
up the complete layout, and the platform
is configured differently every year to give
the overall layout a new look. That way,
visitors always have to search for their
favorite scenes and animations even if they
appeared on the previous year’s layout.
Ground cover is a mixture of real soil,
real rocks, foam, fish tank gravel, and cat
licter. Commercial scenery is by manufac-
turers such as Woodland Scenics and Scenic
Express. A number of custom rubber molds
were created for making the numerous rock
retaining walls and rock outcroppings. The
2011 layout included more than 200 new
trees, most in fall colors, that Bobby pur-
chased from DC Rail and Hobby Depot
with owners, Dave and Mary Ptak, deliv-
ering them personally to make sure they
were the right colors for the fall scenery.
The 2011 layout took about six weeks
longer to build due to floods, a leaking roof
that had to be replaced, and incorporation
of a 12’x 24’ new center mountain section
that was purchased as a complete layout
built by Ashe Rawls of Richmond, Virginia.



See Run 245 for photos and details of this nationally rec-
ognized mountain layout. The new section has highly
detailed scenery and structures. Along with requiring wide
load highway permits to move the layout from Richmond
to Blackstone, all of the front windows of the store had to
be removed so that a long forklift could insert the layout
into the building. With additional track and scenes on both
ends and back sections, this new mountain section runs four
separate trains, and after the holidays it will become a year-
long operating layout for the store.

Houses and buildings are typically Lionel and MTH.
Other structures and customized commercial buildings,
especially where animated, include highly detailed paper
buildings. The different scenes spring to life thanks to the
hundreds of figures in various positions and poses along
with numerous vehicles, lots of signs, boxes, barrels, fences,

and others. There is even an engine that has taken a nose-
As if fires in four structures on the block were not enough to contend with, the emergency dive into the pond at Ft. Eustis.

crews also have to deal with a major accident at the end of Main Street. The basic purpose of the layout is pure entertainment
for a Christmas season, and Bobby is already hard at work
on the 2012 version. Future plans are only as big as Bobby’,
Lynn’s, and their friends’ imaginations, so the community
can certainly look forward to another great layout in 2012.
There even are plans to make the park-size train that runs
outside Bevell’s Hardware bigger and better for giving
youngsters a train ride around the park.

About the
Layout’s
Builder

Having lived in the
Blackstone, Virginia,
area for many years,

The Norfolk & Western renowned Powhatan Arrow passenger train passes an engine service Lynn and Bobby Daniels

facility with an N&W Class J locomotive in the lead. are well known for their
free Christmas train
display at Bevell's Hardware and for the numerous occasions when they
have provided antique trains, tractors, trucks, and cars to local tractor and
steam shows, county fairs, and civic events. For many years, Lynn has helped
local civic efforts, and continues to do so. Many have experienced Bobby’s
homemade ice cream made with the help of an antique hit-or-miss one-
cylinder John Deere gasoline engine. Bobby has been an active and sup-
porting volunteer at the Crewe Railroad Museum and has donated most of
the materials in the museum’s O gauge children’s train layout known as
“Rails Across Virginia.”

Lynn and Bohby Daniels

Bevell’s Hardware 109 N. High Street, Blackstone, Virginia

Train display is open to the public Friday, November 23, 2012, through
Sunday, January 13, 2013 (except Christmas Day and New Years Day).
Display hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Saturday; Noon-3 p.m. Sunday
The sawmill and adjacent company town represents hundreds of small logging and lumber

Admission: free (Website: www.Bevellshardware.
operations all over the US in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. mission: free. (Website: wiw.Bevellshardware.com)
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About the Author and the Photographer

A train collector for many years, Ron Timma has helped Bobby Daniels build and operate his Christmas railroad layout for over 15 years. Ron and his wife, Jane, also sup-
port the Crewe Railroad Museum and have donated most of the track, trains, and structures for the children’s layout. Now retired, they live on a farm in nearby Jetersville,
Virginia, where they have a large 0 and On30 gauge train layout located at their small rural inn known as Hidden Depot Farms Bed and Breakfast (www.hdfbnb.com).

Tom Thurston is a professional photographer who lives in Florida and has a large O gauge layout located in Virginia. Tom’s model train photographs have been published in
a number of national model train magazines and he has photographed Bobby’s Christmas layout on a number of occasions.

This engine facility supports a good many steam and diesel locomotives and includes a turntable, roundhouse, coal tipple, sand facility, and water tower. The yard tower on the
lower right controls rail traffic into the yard and through the adjoining passenger station.
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All Tanked Up

Article and Photos by Alan Arnold

I grew up in an industrial area in north-
ern Indiana, and among my earliest memories
were the massive refinery complexes in the
area with all the different size storage tanks
and their associated networks of piping and
valves. When I started to plan industries for
my O gauge layout, I decided early on that
there was going to be a refinery.

Refinery tanks come in all shapes and
sizes, with the spherical tank being what I
regard as the most interesting. Spherical tanks
are used for storing a variety of gases and lig-
uids depending on the state of the material. I
decided to build a few of these spherical tanks
for the layout using, basically, items that I had
lying around the house.

Materials T used included 1/4” and 1/8”
balsa wood strips, a 6” diameter Christmas
tree ornament, a leftover sheet of foam core
board, a cutting board, straightedge ruler,
scissors, tape, box cutter, CA glue, and various
plastic straws and fittings (Photo 1). Plastruct
in 1/4” and 1/8” or something similar is rec-
ommended, but I made do with all I had
available at the time.

The tank is going to be made out of the
Christmas tree ornament, which I got for 25
cents at my local discount store. It is 6” in
diameter, so measure and cut a piece of foam

core larger than whatever size bulb you may
use (Photo 2). This will provide the base for
the tank.

The tank will be positioned on the center
of the base, and determining the center is very
easy. Simply draw diagonal lines from corner
to corner using a straightedge ruler, and where
they intersect will mark the center of the base.
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Then draw two additional lines through that
center point to separate the square base into
four equal sections (Photo 3). The importance
of these lines will become clear as this project
progresses.

Remove the hanging clip on the orna-
ment, then turn the ornament upside down
and apply a small amount of CA glue to



adhere the tank to the center of the base (Photos 4 and 5).

Using the straightedge ruler, determine the location
and length of each support leg. In this example, each leg
was cut to 3-1/4”, and a location mark was made on the
base where each leg meets the base (Photo 6). Photo 7
shows how you can quickly mark the other support loca-
tions by just measuring the first one from where the tank
is sitting in the center to the mark. Then all you have to
do is continue marking each location by that measure-
ment for the remaining seven supports.

Since all I had on hand for this project were balsa
strips in 1/4” and 1/8” widths, I used these as my support
legs and diagonal braces. In my example, I cut the support
legs 3-1/4” long and then mounted them in their respec-
tive locations (Photos 8 and 9). I then made a diagonal
measurement from the top of one support to the bottom
of the adjacent support to determine the length of each
diagonal member. On my project, that ended up being
3-7/8” (Photos 10 and 11).

The completed raw tank structure was then detailed
with contributions my wife, LaKeeta, made to this proj-
ect. Some weeks earlier at a local yard sale, she had found
a Strawz construction set made up of plastic straws and
various connectors. An Internet search for Strawz will n
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locate retail sources for this product. She
is always looking for things I might be able
to use on the layout, and so for a buck
these little parts came home with her.
Since I needed to add piping detail on the
tanks, she suggested I use her contribution
to the project (Photos 12 and 13).

After adding the piping and fittings,
using photos of prototype tanks as a rough
guide, I sprayed several coats of flat white
over the entire project. I had enough
materials to build two of these tanks and
added them to my refinery project (Photo
14). I eventually will add appropriate
markings on the tanks using homemade
decals.

Overall, this was an enjoyable project
that can be improved upon using all plas-
tic parts, but it still came out fine and gave
me the incentive to build even more tanks.
I will need more tanks of all sizes, so it’s
time for a visit to the plumbing depart-
ment of a local home improvement center.
Can you say PVC? 5/
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BEAR CREEK
RAILROAD

Article and Photos by Jerry Mickey

Having a large O gauge layout has
been a dream of mine since childhood. My
initial O gauge train of not many years ago
was a Soo Line Lionel Service Station Set

along with enough track for a single loop
powered by a 90-watt Lionel 1033 trans-
former. These purchases were set up on a
ping-pong table. The rail line and surround-
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ABOVE: The lllinois Central normally operates on the
upper level, and the Union Pacific runs on the lower level,
although other road names do show up on a regular basis.

ing community were named Bear Creek, a
name inspired by a country road near my
home town in central Illinois. From that
point on, my hobby eventually spread to
cover all available space.

The first permanent layout consisted
of two 4x8 plywood sheets. This was later
expanded with two more sheets to forma U.
After three years, a third section was added,
and the layout then measured 24'x 12" with
two levels at each end. After completion, I
discovered that the fun is in the building
and not simply looking at the finished
product.



Construction of the present layout
began in January 2006 with 36 particle
board 1/2” sheets framed with 1x4s and
cut to the correct size. These framed sheets
were then assembled in the basement and
supported on 2x4s. A shelf attached under
the table holds all the transformers, and
the area under the layout is left open. This
affords ready access and makes cleaning
chores much easier.

The Bear Creek Railroad is a two-level
layout at each end. It was necessary to
complete all track work for the lower level
before installing the upper level. For sound
control, 1/2” Homasote board painted
green was added on top of the particle
board. Then track was laid on cork
roadbed. After completing the lower level,
the upper level was installed. Removable
panels, fitted with magnets for easy
removal, were added between the upper
and lower levels for access to the tracks and
trains. A trim board around the edge of the

The main yard is located on the middle area of my layout.

table finished the project.

The railroad has a walk-around config-
uration and measures 46" long and from 4”
to 14 in width. The upper levels are 42”
high, and the lower level is 34" off the
floor. The 600" of track and all of the
switches are from Atlas O. Curve diame-
ters are 817, 72”, and 54”. Woodland
Scenics ballast covers the roadbed with
equal parts of “Gray Blend” and “Gray
Ballast” together.

I have a couple of favorite railroads,
and they are evident on the layout. The
llinois Central operates on the upper
level, and the Union Pacific runs on the
lower level. There are a total of five loops.
The layout is equipped with DCS, which
allows for simultaneous operation of up
to 10 trains.

The MTH motive power, with the
exception of a Union Pacific Big Boy, is
diesel. At any one time, around 125 pieces
of rolling stock are on the rails.

0 GAUGE RAILROADING OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2012 (65

Power for the layout is provided by six
MTH Z-4000 transformers, two MTH
7Z-750 transformers, and one Lionel 100-
watt brick. Three of the Z-4000 trans-
formers are used for track power running
the 10 engines. The remaining three are
used to power the 275 lights illuminating
the building interiors and other areas on
the layout. A Z-4000 can power 60 to 70
incandescent 14-volt Miniatronics lamps
per side before tripping the internal over-
load. The Z-750 transformers and the
100-watt brick run accessories and a small
display area. All track wiring utilizes 12-
gauge wire soldered to Atlas track connec-
tors with connections spaced 8’ to 10’
apart. As DCS performs most reliably with
star wiring on this type of layout, 1,700" of
12-gauge wire was required. This combi-
nation produces a DCS signal reading of
10 throughout the line.

Buildings are the true highlights of the
Bear Creek Railroad. All 110 structures are



The Bear Creek nursery is complete down to the finest details.

Workers and equipment at this tunnel excavation site need to be especially vigilant for passing trains.
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The highlight of the town area is the main station. The interior of this two-story building includes a detailed waiting room, ticket office, business office, board room, executive
office, and grill. There are 25 lights and 80 figures in and around the station. The roof is finished with 18 packages of slate shingles from Builders In Scale.

built to scale with no models or kits used.
Many buildings are patterned after those
from my childhood or from my current
home in central Towa. Buildings visible
from around the perimeter of the layout
have detailed interiors complete with fur-
nishings, accents, and 850 figures, most of
which are from Arttista.

Trees, bushes, flowers, boulders, rock
formations, and water features are hand-
made. Approximately 250 dogs, cats, birds,

varmints, and farm animals have made
Bear Creek their home. Cruising the hand-
crafted roads are over 245 cars, pickup
trucks, buses, semis, motorcycles, fire
engines, police cars, and taxis.

The layout is divided into rural, mid-
dle, and town areas. There are 21 scenes
in the rural area including a coal mine, bar-
ber shop, animal clinic, cafe, post office
and general store, church, monument
company, tavern, lumberyard, fruit and

The ruling motive power on the Bear Creek is diesel-electric, a lot of which is both contemporary and big.

0 GAUGE RAILROADING OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2012 67

vegetable stand, train depot, fur buyer, and
Anti-Thief Association Hall. The farm is
complete with house, barn, sheds, fields,
farm animals, farm machinery, trucks, and
figures—similar to the place I lived in until
I was 16. The main attraction and largest
structure in the rural area is the grain co-op.

The middle area is divided by an 8”
hand-fabricated bridge. The bridge, with
two tracks, connects the rural and town
areas. Built of styrene, it stands a scale 31°



Bear Creek Co-op is the centerpiece of the rural area. It was constructed using bass wood and stands 20" tall. The
roofs are corrugated strips of tarpaper made from masking tape painted black. Next to the elevator is a silo and
office. The silo is constructed from a 16 “ section of 3” PVC pipe.

high and 384’ long and supports heavy
traffic. The smaller side of the middle area
contains the yard and switch tower. The
larger side has 10 attractions, including a
hobo camp, sandlot baseball field, motel,
and restaurant. A 9” monitor and DVD
show movies and cartoons at the drive-in
theater.

A highlight of the middle section is the
two-hole golf course. The greens and tees
are all elevated and contoured leading to
demanding drives and challenging putts.
This was accomplished using 1-1/2” thick
foam board shaved to form sloping and
undulating greens. Woodland Scenics sup-
plied the grass in varied shades for length
and tone. The 10 golf carts, 14 golfers,
clubs, bags, balls, ball washers, and other
accessories are from Kramer Products.

The largest area is the town and its 47
vignettes. Most of Bear Creek’s business,
commerce, and retail trade of Bear Creeck
occur here. There are four major streets
with buildings on both sides that contain

The grain co-op office is brick made with foam brick sheets from Heki-dur. The interior is complete with desks, file cabinets, phones, typewriters, grain testers, soda pop machine,

and ledgers. The exteriors of all structures are weathered using wash, paint, or chalk.
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what is normally found in a town of
5,000 to 6,000 people in the 1950s and
1960s. Some examples include a school,
bank, garage, library, auto dealership,
movie theater, bike shop, city hall,
forist, pool hall, YMCA, implement
dealer, newspaper, hardware store, furni-
ture store, and homes. All are built using
Heki-dur brick or stone sheets. They are
lighted, detailed, and populated.

The highlight of the town area is the
railroad station. In deciding what this
building should look like, I searched the
Web for images of train stations. One
was the old Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy station in Creston, Iowa, which
currently serves as Creston City Hall.
After a road trip to see this great build-
ing, construction began. It took three
months to complete. Heki-dur brick
was again used with styrene substituting
for concrete. The interior is detailed
including pictures and paintings from
Print Shop that adorn the walls.

Recreational activities abound for Bear Creek’s ever-growing population. Here's the challenging two-hole golf course.

For evening relaxation and perhaps a bit of romancing, the drive-in theater features cartoons and movies, such as Goldfinger now showing on the live screen.
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Baseball competes with golf as a favorite sport in Bear Creek.

A view through the main display window of Johns Bikes reveals an interior that is Farmers Produce provides the very freshest and finest organically grown vegetables.
complete.
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This aerial view of downtown Bear Creek could just as well be a photo of any real-life small town.

Sam’s Barher Shop, like other buildings visible around the perimeter of my layout, Here’s an inside view of the barber shop, which contains the things found in a typical
features an interior that includes the smallest of details. small-town tonsorial emporium.
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In building the Bear Creek Railroad, I built the benchwork and will return any
met many outstanding individuals. Dave  time a revision or change is needed. Another
Harvey and the guys at Hobby Haven in  example is Clint at Builders In Scale, who
Urbandale, Iowa, have been helpful and  provided the shingles for the station. Many
supportive. An individual whose assistance  great people are in this hobby. &

has been invaluable is Seth Wendell. Seth

bridge
s Upper Level Track
s Lower Level Track

About the Author

Jerry and his wife, Gretchen, live in
central lowa. They have one grown
son, John, who is the webmaster for
the Bear Creek Railroad website at
www.bearcreekrailroad.com. Jerry
recently retired after a 36-year
career in management with a major
retail company. He is an avid lifelong
tennis player, and his other hobbies
are golf, his red Corvette, and the Nebraska Cornhuskers.

Jerry Mickey

Details make the difference as is evidenced in this scene at the rear of Johns Bikes and the adjacent John Deere dealership.
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The Great Leap Backward.:
The Lionel Button Box

Lionel introduced the TrainMaster
Command Control system with great fan-
fare in 1994, which promised to revolu-
tionize the O gauge 3-rail market. For the
first time, Lionel operators would be able
to realize the decades-long dream of inde-
pendently controlling more than one train
on the same track at the same time.
Locomotives with TMCC were also
equipped with a digital sound system
called RailSounds 2.5 that provided
authentic train noises. The system repro-
duced railroad operating sounds, horns,
whistles, and bells recorded from real trains
with unprecedented clarity and fidelity.

Lionel touted the ease of use of the
newly launched system in the 1994
Electric Trains and Accessories catalog
with: “Running trains with Lionel
TrainMaster is just like using a ZW. If you
know how to run a Lionel, you already
know how to use Lionel TrainMaster.” The
tone of the TMCC intro ads, like the one
shown in Photo 2, said it all: “Combine this
simplicity with advanced features like
walkaround control, multiple-train opera-
tion, realistic locomotive speeds, and more.
Nobody can match the advanced technol-
ogy of Lionel TrainMaster. Nobody.”

It was an exciting, innovative way to
run 3-rail trains, and Lionel fully expected
that this new digital train control and
sound system would help the company
cruise to an easy dominance of the upper
end of the O gauge market. That did not
happen for a variety of reasons including
fierce and effective competition from
M.T.H. Electric Trains and other rivals.
Also playing a part were the negative atti-
tudes toward command control of tradi-
tionalist adult collectors, who made up the
bulk of buyers at the upper reaches of the
3-rail market.

Lionel’s Button Box with CAB-1 and Legacy controllers in the background

High Ownership and Low Usage:
A Command Control Paradox

By 2003 the TrainMaster system had
been on the market for practically 10 years,
and virtually all medium- and higher-priced
Lionel steam and diesel locomotives were
equipped with command control. During
that time, thousands of TrainMaster
Command Control Sets for running com-
mand control trains had also been sold.
TMCC was in wide circulation, and
TMCC capable locomotives were being
marketed under license by Atlas O, K-Line,
Weaver Models, and the 3rd Rail Division
of Sunset Models, in addition to Lionel.
There were lots and lots of TrainMaster
engines and command sets out there, but
actually using TMCC was another matter.
TMCC defied the adoption curve for con-
sumer electronics. After a decade on the
market, a majority of Lionel O gauge hob-
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byists should have been operating their
trains in command control. However,
most folks still chose to control their trains
the old-fashioned way by moving their
transformer handles up and down to vary
the speed.

TMCC usage rates had become much
more important to sales now that Lionel
had an O gauge command control rival in
the form of the MTH Digital Command
System (DCS). Lionel was developing a
more advanced command control system,
but the introduction date for Legacy was
uncertain, and Lionel wanted to do some-
thing as soon as possible to expand com-
mand control usage and train sales. One
idea to boost acceptance rates was the
Button Box, which some Lionel insiders
dubbed “The Great Leap Backward”
because it was a step back from true com-
mand control (Photo 3). The good news
was the Button Box allowed traditionalists
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to tiptoe into the world of digital train con-
trol without all its perceived complexities.

The Button Box

The Button Box was designed to appeal
to the legions of nonusers who already had
trains equipped with command control.
The device allowed conventional operators,
who used their transformers for speed con-
trol, access to many of the features inside
their Lionel command-equipped locomo-
tives. As you can see on top of the unit in
Photo 4, there are buttons to control smoke
and sound volume, TowerCom, CrewTalk,
and front and rear ElectroCoupler activa-
tion, in addition to whistle, horn, and bell
operation and other TMCC features. It was
intended that a Button Box would be placed
right next to a conventional transformer for
easy access to command control functions.
Compare it to this close-up of the CAB-1
remote in Photo 5. Many of the functions
are the same, but the CAB-1 can do more
including actually operating TMCC loco-
motives. Another important advantage of
the CAB-1 is the operator is not tied down
to one location and can operate trains from
a variety of locations while walking around
the layout.

You can run two different engines with
the Button Box, but the operator is able to
select and operate only one locomotive at a
time. To control the functions of two loco-
motives, the Button Box required the use of
two separate, properly phased transformers
or a transformer with two separate throttles
like the ZW. Basically, you could run two
trains as long as each one was on a separate
loop or in a different block on the same
loop. A rear view of the Button Box shows
the attachment points for wires that go to
the track or tracks along with the special
wall pack that powers the device (Photo 6).
The instructions emphasized that only the
wall pack that came with the Button Box
should be used with it because it would not
work properly with any other wall pack.

Appearance

When the Button Box is compared to a
production CAB-1 controller, it becomes
apparent that the Button Box in this form is
a test unit, although it is fully functional
(Photo 7). In the instructions that came with
the Button Box, Lionel assured product
testers that the production version would be
properly glamorized for the faithful with a



specially designed case, improved graphics,
and replacement of the membrane keypad
with actual pushbuttons. Individuals
working for the big “L” at the time said it
would receive a multicolored art deco
treatment similar to what eventually
appeared on the Legacy base unit (Photo
8). The shipping box also emphasized that
this was by no means a production article,
as evidenced by what can be seen in look-
ing ata production TrainMaster Command

Set box (Photos 9 and 10).

Why the Button Box Wasn’t Produced

The Button Box was truly a great leap
backward, and by the time it was ready for
the marketplace, it’s strictly limited capa-
bilities were at odds with the direction the
new management at Lionel was taking the
company. Bill Bracy had been replaced as
the CEO by Jerry Calabrese, who pushed
aggressively to accelerate Legacy develop-
ment and its advanced features to match or
exceed the competing DCS already in the
marketplace. Projected price escalation for
the developed version made matters worse
for the Button Box idea. It was likely that
the suggested retail price would be unat-
tractive when compared to the existing
TMCC system, which could do a lot more
for the consumer for the price (Photo 11).
As a result, the Button Box became a tech-
nological side road that was not taken by
Lionel, and the few in existence became
collectibles by accident. George Brown
and I managed to test two of them and
found, ironically, that within their limita-
tions, they worked quite well.

The Big Question

Is there still a need? The short answer is
“yes.” There still is a need for a simplified
version of the Lionel command system,
and the marketplace rendered its verdict
on the subject when Lionel announced it
was no longer going to make the CAB-1.
The price of units in pristine or excellent
condition went up sharply as TMCC out-
fits that had never been used came out of
hobbyist stashes in droves to meet the
demand. Even with market price escala-
tion, they were considered cost-efficient
supplements to Legacy or reasonably
priced replacements for worn-out units. &

0 GAUGE RAILROADING OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2012 75



NORTH EAST TRAINS Toll-Free - Orders Only: 877-344-4552
Inquiries: 978-532-1615

TRAIN & MODEL CENTER

) Fax: 978-532-2282
18 Main Street, Peabody, MA 01960

Visit Our Website for Additional Inventory ... www.netrains.com

Base with no detail parts - $49.95 “If your track is as dirty as mine,
Base (kit) with unpainted parts - $59.95 1 suggest you run (don’t walk) to
Regular - $69.95 your phone and give North East
Deluxe w/diecast sprung trucks, Trains a call and order one of
fluid & pads - $89.95 these cards. You won t be
Two Rail without couplers - Base- $49.95 dissapointed.”
Deluxe - $69.95 Fred M. Dole
Extra track cleaning pads- $2.95/doz. O Gauge Railroading, Run 13
Detail parts subject to change NORTH EAST TRAINS TRACK CLEANING CAR Satisfaction Guaranteed
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.netrains.com -
Authorized dealer for Atlas O, Lionel, MTH Mega-Station - DCS Demo Center, Ross, Weaver, Williams/Backmann, etc.
Please call for New Catalog Pricing... Please call ahead for Store Pickup, as some items are in our warehouse
LIONEL MOTORIZED UNITS MTH RAILKING MOTORIZED CROWN MODELS
Retail NOwW Retail NOwW Retail NOwW
11020  Harry Potter Set 329.95 249.95 1496-1E NYC Mohawk P2 429.95 398.95 0B-112 Milwaukee Road Outside Braced Box 39.95
11903  Atlantic C. F-3's ABATMCC/Com  799.95 398.95 1550-1E PRR K-4 P2 429.95 398.95 0OB-120 SP Overnight Outside Braced Box 39.95
18009 NYC Mohawk L3 w/Rail Sds LN 998.95 399.95 1551-1E PRR K-4 P2 429.95 398.95 R-3005 REA Reefer 39.95
18030  Frisco 2-3-2 w/Sounds 1095.95 398.95 4214-1E UP SD70 ACE P2 298.95 268.95 LIONEL ROLLING STOCK
18045 Commodore Vanderbilt Hudson 999.95  649.95  4213-1E CSX SD70 ACE P2 29895  268.95 gggga“/ REe.EfeL’S . Resf 120.00 39.95
18062 Santa Fe Hudson Scale TMCC ~ 798.95 498.95 fle Lackawanna Reeter : g
18116 Eric Lac. Alco PAAA 49895 29895 WILLIAMS / BACHMANN 6232 ILL Central Box Car 80.00 49.95
18373 NYC S2 Electric TMCC 49895 39895 00304 Noriok & WesiemJ4-84LocoOny 46991 36991 oi>  DYRSReefer P o
18434 Porky & Petunia Hand Car LN 58.95 4995 20197 Texas Special F3's AA 449,91 24991 eeler w : ;
18953 NYCAlcoPADiesel TMCC 39895 20895 20714120814 NH F3'sABA 619.91 34991 36223  Chessie Box 29.95 1995
28067  Erie Pac. 4-6-2 Odyssey TMCC  999.95  649.95 20906 NYC FA's AA 425.01 249.91 29918 Toyfair Box 2003 49.95 29.95
28072 NYC J3a Hudson Odyssey (DS) 998.95 89895 20912 L&NE FAsAA 42591 24991 16248 Conrail Box 39.95 2995
28077  UP Lionmaster Challenger TMCC 699.95 598.95 21113 Wabash FM Diesel 299.91 198.91 15052 Amtrak Box 39.95 29.95
28906 Rescue GP-20 159.95 98.95 21197  Virginian FM Diesel 299.91 198.91 26191  North Pole Central Reefer 39.95 29.95
8- 21210 NS GP 38 Diesel 269.91 198.91 19525 Speedy Alka Seltzer Reefer 39.95 29.95
30103 NYC 0-8:0 wisounds & cab 14995 21607 LV NW2 Diesel 29991 22991 19218 NH Box 39.95 29.95
30166 Coca Cola Set 319.95 249.95
30173 SF 0-8-0 from set. no box 14995 40201 NYC Scale Hudson 749.91 598.91 19586  Alaska Husky Trans. Car 39.95 29.95
- ! ; 41693 PRR GG1 Scale Size (silver) 469.91 298.91 15039 NS Box 39.95 29.95
31755  Burlington GP7 198.95 149.95 A
. 43012 NH Alum. 2 pc. Pass Set 229.91 149.91 36891  Fire Fighting Car 39.95 29.95
31775  Burlington GP7 Passenger Set ~ 469.95 299.95 Ighting : :
43062 NH Alum 4pc Pass Set 4991 32991 Je7us Aquarium Car 70.95 39.95
31778  Hudson Steam Passenger Set  609.95 498.95 20404 Santa Fe Dash 9 279.91 198.91 gua : :
31779 Amirak HHP & Command Set  598.95 49895 3269  Pluto Water Reefer 59.91 2091 16742 G Finns Trout Ranch 4995 399
31960  Polar Express Set 329.95 298.95 37045 Beatles Aquarium Car 84.95 64.95
38217 & 38218 Texas SP FTS A-ARS 298.98 WEAVER 36861  PRR Dispatch Poultry Car 79.95 49.95
38305 Miwaukee Road GP9 Classic ~ 219.95 15995 8050 Santa Fe C-628 24995 15095 19956  Swift Reefer 39.95 29.95
38310  NYC F3's AA from set 49995 29895 8052  SantaFe C-628 249.95 159.95 39210 Firefighting Inst. Car 49.95 29.95
38687  Wester & Atlantic 0-4-0 189.95 14995  U19003LB&M Covered Hopper 4595 29.95 29855  LL Operating Milk Car 140.95 89.95
51000 Hiawatha Pass. Setnobox LN 899.95 64995  U16009LDPRR Com. Coal Hopper 45.95 2995  6-6464 500 Timken Box 49.95 39.95
31747 PRR Ballast Train CMD 598.95 U2947LD GTW Caboose 53.95 39.95 6-3662 Operating Milk Car 140.95 89.95
18939  Union Pacific NW2 Diesel set 198.95 179.95 8050 Santa Fe C-628 LN 249.95 139.95 6-3464 SF Box Car 49.95 29.95
2329 Virgina Rectiier 3995 24995  U26007LDNHA40'Woodside Gondola ~ 47.95 3995 646414 Auto Transport Car 6095 499
38690 PRR Berkshire w/Railsounds 279.95 U26006LD NYC 40" Woodside Gondola  47.95 39.95 27315 Western Dairy Milk Reefer-Scale ~ 64.95 49.95
38466 NHRS'1 Diesel Legacy 479.95 43995 U3912LD Bangor and Aroostock 3 Bay Hopper 45.95 39.95 27370 Bordens Milk Reefer-Scale 69.95 49.95
0000  Catepillar 4-4-2 from set 55452 80,95 U3933LD B&H Graffitti car 3 Bay Coal Hopper 45.95 39.95 17353 Needham packing Reefer-Scale  54.95 39.95
18598 NYC RS Cmd Diesel 429.95 _ 27366 Sheffield Farms Reefer- Scale ~ 69.95 39.95
18079 NYC Mikado 2-8-2 Cmd Ln 898.95 698.95 LIONEL PASSENGER CARS 27253  UP Modern Box Car- Scale 59.95 39.95
18130 Santa Fe F3AB Cmd 508.95 398.95 6-2421 Pullman 027 69.95 49.95 27268 NYC Double Door Box Car-Scale 69.95 49.95
) 6-2422 Pullman 027 69.95 49.95 27317  SF Reefer-Scale 59.95 49.95
38803 MOW Trackmobile Cmd 299.95 279.95 6-2423  Observation 027 69.95 49.95 17354 Swift Resfer-Scal 50.05 39.95
3100 Great Northern FARR #3 Steam Train Set LN 498.95 g y y WIIt Reeter-ocale - -
reat forern eam rain 5e 6-2429 Pullman 027 6995 4995 19575 REAReefer-Scale 5995  49.95
MTH PREMIER MOTORIZED 19056 Pullman Scale Baggage 98.95 7495 47727 MOPAC Steel Reefer-Scale Reefer79,95 69,95
19068 Pullman Scale Baggage (WV) 98.95 74.95
19058 Pull Scale B WT 98.95 7495 17726  |ll Central Reefer-Scale 79.95 69.95
20206 CSX GP33P-2 42995 39895 ullman Scale Baggage (WT) 98- : 17724 Canadian National Reefer-Scale 7995 69,95
12151 Dorfan#134 Std. G SteamP-2 89995 59895 19067 Pullman Scale Baggage (W. Rive)98.95 7495 (7000 (o pacific Reefer-Scale 79.95  69.95
2185-1 UP Veranda Turbine P-1 598.95 498.95 19057  Pullman Scale Baggage (W. Range) 98.95 74.95 25066 2009 Christmas Boxcar 39'95 24'95
2693-1 UP SD40 P-2 42995 34995 19095 Pullman Scale Baggage (HF) 98.95 74.95 Gondolas : .
3030-1  DHAIR Yellowstone 2-8-8-4 P-1 1498.95 798.95 CROWN MODELS 27841 CSX Bathtub 2 pack 129.95 84.95
3054-1 GN R2 2-8-8-2 Proto 2 139995 1198.95 17480  Rock Island PS-5 w/containers ~ 69.95 49.95
5628-3  Amtrak A EM Dummy 16995 12995  B-117  UPBox Car 3995 47478 NW PS-5 wicontainers 69.95 49.95
ifi i i B-101 SP Box Car 39.95 . .
Southern Pacific Daylight Assembled Sets (Mmt. Cond) 1695.95 BA19  Wabash Box Car 39.95 17479 Lehigh Valley PS-5 w/containers ~ 69.95 49.95
3029-1 GS4 Steam Engine 0B-110 C&NW Outside Braced Box 3995 39032 Operating Barrel Car 79.95 39.95
3037 Auxiliary Water Tender OB-127 SP Outside Braced Box 3005 39498 Jersey C. wiculvert pipes 49.95 39.95
gg;g AA3 7SOI Passel;ger geI 0OB-104 Muncie & Western Outside Braced Box 39.95 27800  B&M w/containers 79.95 59.95
eeper Uiner Se OB-109 Western Pacific Outside Braced Box 39.95 39470  UP Well Car 69.95 49.95
6719 Full Length Vista Dome OB-100 Santa Fe Outside Braced Box 3995 6462 NYC 39.95 29.9
* Please call ahead and reserve your order before sending check or money order. All Pre-orders require a 10% non-refundable, non-transferable deposit.*
Shipping & handling. Actual shipping, Insurance & handling charges applied. Minimum charge - $7.95. Actual freight
charges applied to sets. Massassachusetts residnets add 5% sales tax. Prices subject to change without notice. No
returns without prior authorization. 14 day exchange on unused goods only. No refunds, exchanges only.
There is a 15% restocking fee for returns. No refunds on shipping charges. Not responsible for typographical
errors. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITE. THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS.
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NORTH EAST TRAINS Toll-Free - Orders Only: 877-344-4552
Inquiries: 978-532-1615
18 Main Street, Peabody, MA 01960 Fax: 978-532-2282
Visit Our Website for Additional Inventory ... www.netrains.com
LIONEL ROLLING STOCK MTH RK ROLLING STOCK LIONEL ACCESSORIES
Retail NOW Retail NOW Retail NOW
Flat Cars 73333 BC Tank Car 49.95 34.95 39717  Red Brick Suburban House 79.99 49.95
26825 Great Northern Log Dump Car 49.95 39.95 73323 PRR Tank Car 49.95 34.95 16882 12" Covered Bridge 37.99 29.95
19878  Helium Tank Unloading Car 49.95 29.95 7005  UP 33K 49.95 34.95 49851  Gilbert Oil Storage Tank 79.99 69.95
26665 Hershey's Special Dark w/Trailer  59.95 39.95 75363  CN Cyl. Hopper 49.95 34.95 37941 House Under Construction 89.99 69.95
22656  Ringling Bros. Scale with Circus Wagons  59.95 39.95 75364 WM Hopper 49.95 34.95 24101 Mainline Color Position Signal 59.99
22654 Ringling Bros. Scale with Circus Wagons  59.95 39.95 4213 A CSX Husky Stack Tank Car 59.95 49.95 49813  #789 Baggage Smasher 129.99 89.95
27837  B&M Bulkhead 79.95 69.95 4213C  CSX Husky Stack ETD 59.95 49.95 37910  Operating Lighthouse 179.95 149.95
39487  Burlington Northern |-Beam 49.95 29.95 4214C  UP Husky Stack ETD 59.95 49.95 49839  #793 Union Station 89.99 69.95
6-6519 Allis Chalmers 49.95 39.95 4214A  UP Husky Stack 59.95 49.95 14257  Passenger Station 54.95 34.95
6-6800 w/Airplane 69.95 59.95 79109  CAT Work Caboose 49.95 29.95 24285 CP Girder Bridge (Die Cast) 29.95 19.95
6-6805 Atomic Energy Disposal Car 69.95 59.95 4189 UP Caboose 49.95 29.95 ATLAS
26645 BNSF Tractor & Trailer 59.95 49.95 4188  NYC Caboose 49.95 29.95
26629  Three Rivers w/Two Generators ~ 59.95 49.95 1497 NYC Caboose 49.95 29.95 6081  Crossing 45° 20.95 12.95
26644 BNSF w/Two Generators 49.95 39.95 77161  Pitt. & Shaw Caboose 49.95 29.95 6082  Crossing 22.5° 29.95 19.95
Hoppers 7712 NYC Packmaker 49.95 29.95 6083  Crossing 60° 25.95 14.95
16487  Alaska 2 Bay Coal Hopper LN 29.95 19.95 6084  Crossing 30° 29.95 19.95
o115 Plnters P 29.95 1995 MTH ACCESSORIES 6085  Switch Crossing 045 Left 85.95 59.95
26429 PRR 4 Bay Coal 39.95 29.95 11011 Dwarf Signal 24.95 14.95 6043 027 Curve 4.19 1.98
26432 Frisco Quad 59.95 4995  40-1002 031 Curve 449 149 6060 054 Curve 5.50 3.50
17063 SF PS-2 Covered 54.95 3095  40-1034 Elevated Tressel 8pc 3495 24.95 gggg 832 gﬂ“’r‘f o 1;32 ‘;gg
17038 Clinchfield PS-2 Covered 54.95 3995  40-1068 O72 Wye Switch 89.95 59.95 G046 045 ng e gg 57n 7on
17064  MKT PS-2 Covered 54.95 39.95 40-1021 O72 Left Switch 89.95 69.95 6012 081 1/3 Curve Zﬁc 1.75 7.95
26433  CN-ACF 2 bay Covered Hopper ~ 59.95 39.95 40-1055 054 Right Switch 79.95 59.95 6044 027 Half Curve 6.80 3.95
17008 D&RG 2 Bay Covered Hopper 49.95 29.95 40-1056 054 Left Switch 79.95 59.95 6063 072 Half Curve 6.00 3.95
17195 L&N 3 Bay Hopper Covered 49.95 29.95 40-1044 042 Left Switch 74.95 59.95 054 Half Curve
27441 Detroit & Mackinac PS-2 Hopper  69.95 49.95 40-1005 031 Left Switch 64.95 49.95 5
17078  Boraxo PS-2 Hopper 54.95 39.95 40-1004 031 Right Switch 64.95 49.95 MTH PREMIUM LOCO’S
6456  Lehigh Valley 49.95 29.95 40-1007 45" Crossing 24.95 16.95 20200-1 Guilford GP35 PS3 429.95
Tank Cars 9005  Mobile Home Stainless 29.95 19.95 20223-1 UP U25B PS3 449.95 429.95
26660 Coca Cola Vat Car 59.95 39.95 90405 Tank Filling Station Esso 49.95 39.95
17906  SCM Uni-Body 69.95 39.95 9158  Operating Cooling Tower 149.95 129.95 MTH PREMIUM BOXCARS / REEFERS
27408 MCP 59.95 39.95 90400  Train Depot-Manchester 49.95 39.95 BAR (St. of Me) 40’ Box 59.95
17902 New Jersey Line 59.95 39.95 90354  Country Ross Station 69.95 59.95 94112 Jersey central Reefer 49.95 39.95
36156  Three Rivers Single Dome 39.95 29.95 90396  Small Country Store Lost Sole  34.95 29.95 90225 AGAR Reefer 44.95 29.95
17900  SF Uni-Body 59.95 39.95 90397  Papa'’s Billards 34.95 29.95 90581  NH Box 40’ 54.95 44.95
36146  Cities Service Single Dome 39.95 29.95 9172 Operating Watch Men’s Shanty ~ 64.95 34.95 90650 CN Reefer 54.95 49.95
6-6465 Sunoco 39.95 29.95 90316  #455 Gulf Oil Derrick 98.95 79.95 94214 Star Pale Ale Reefer 49.95 29.95
6301  Gulf Oil Single Dome 29.95 19.95 90399  Roasted Corn Stand 44.95 34.95 93386  NW Pac. 40’ Box 49.95 29.95
29618  Hooker Three Dome 49.95 29.95 90339  Drain Surgeons Road Stand 4495 34.95 93534  B&M 40" OB-Box 54.95 44.95
Cabooses 90004  Country Freight Station 39.95 29.95 94238  DuBois Brewing Reefer 54.95 39.95
36665 BNSF 39.95 29.95 90375  Three Story Townhouse 39.95 29.95 94343  Clipper 36’ Reefer 49.95 29.95
36541 Copper Range 39.95 29.95 90299  Valley Hardware 44,95 34.95 94168 Hoods R50 Exp. Reefer 69.95 59.95
36654 GN Porthole 69.95 49.95 9099  Police Station 69.95 59.95 94155  NYC R50 Exp. Reefer 69.95 59.95
36659 PRR Porthole 69.95 49.95 11028  Operating Water Tower 89.95 79.95 94157  Santa Fe/REA R50 Reefer 69.95 59.95
36574 SFLN 39.95 25.95 11030  Pennsyvania Signal Bridge 64.95 54.95 3415  PFE Exp Reefer 59.95 49,95
17602  Conrail Standard O Used 74.95 39.95 9026  #450 Signal Bridge 49.95 39.95 94235  Pullman Pale Ale Reefer 54.95 39.95
6-6457 Lionel 49.95 39.95 11025  One Over Signal 49.95 39.95 94088  PFE Exp Reefer (silver) 59.95 49.95
6-6437 PRR Porthole 59.95 49.95 11014 Crossing Flasher w/Sound 49.95 39.95 93186  NYC pacemaker Boxcar w/signalman 69.95 59.96
17633  NYC Bay Window Scale w/smoke detail int. 89.95 11005  Open Black Signal 49.95 39.95 94303  Phoenix Cheese 36’ Reefer 54.95 29.95
9120  Gabe the Lamplighter 169.95 149.95 94305 Merchant Biscuit 36" Reefer 54.95 29.95
MTH RK ROLLING STOCK 90267  Single Engine House 89.95 7995 94356 Peter Fox Brewing 36' Reefer 5495 29.95
Reefers/Box Cars 90268  Single Engine House 89.95 79.95 93547  ME Guikiford 50' Box 54.95 49.95
78103  Morrell Reefer 42.95 29.95 LIONEL ACCESSORIES 90038 Santa Fe 40’ Reefer 6 Car Set ~ 249.95 198.95
78128 Tower Root Beer Reefer 4295 299 , ki
7854 Marsh Wheeling Cigars Reefer ~ 42.95 2095 24285 CP Rail Metal Girder Bridge 29.95 19.95 ——
78063  Blue Hen Beer Reefer 42.95 2995 14257 #133 Passenger Station 54.95 29.95 CSX Rapid Discharge 44.95 39.95
78102 Mid West Catsup Reef 42.9 37057  Bethlehem Culvert Car 64.95 59.95 CSX 3 Bay Coal 54.95 44.95
p Reefer % 299 NS 3 Bay Coal 5495 4495
78130 Hamm's Beer Reefer 42.95 29.95 37952  #346 Culvert Uploader 189.95 149.95 NS 3B Y Conl 54'95 44'95
78111 Schott Brewing Company Reefer 42.95 2095 37951 #342 Culvert Loader 16495 13495 o el ' '
832 W - 16852 Sunoco Oil Storage Tank 8995  69.95 PRR Power & Light Coal 5495 44%
acker Brewing Reefer (Bad Box) 42.95 29.95 ! torag : : PRR 2 Bay Coal 54.95 44.95
78089 Goete Pale Reefer 42.95 29.95 37912 Lighted Cooling Tower 179.95 149.95 PRR 2 Bay Fishbelly Coal 54.95 44.95
78525  Alaska Reefer 42,95 2995 34123 Bungaloo House 59.95 39.95 PRR 2 Bay Fishbelly Coal 54.95 44,95
'78123  Christmas Ale Reefer 42.95 2995 37916 Brick Suburban House 79.95 49.95 Penn Central 3 bay CF 59.95 49.95
78133 Lebanon Special Reefer 40.95 29.95 37964  Operating Fr§|ght Terminal 149.95 98.95 Black Hot Metal Car LN 59.95 49.95
78127 Valley Forge Beer Reefer 42.95 2995 37929 Coca Cola Diner 74.95 64.95 CSX Hot Metal Car LN 59.95 49.95
78125  Old Reading Cream Ale Reefer ~ 42.95 29.95 ;gggg "l:—WO SFO% BC:(OK Store gggg gggg ISCX Hot Metal Car (flickering) LN 59.95 49.95
: ranklin Ban| . .
‘;12?3/\ ﬁﬁ ﬁghggegf; Sczhr Reefer ﬁgg gggg 37935  Operating Track Gang 99.95 79.95 o (AL IR LS
74672 Milwaukee Rd. Box Car 44.95 29.95 34130 Jim's 5&10 59.99 39.95 96116  Procor Funnel Flow Tank Car 54.95 4495
1497  NYC Packmaker Box Car 44.95 29.95 16847  Legacy Hotel 69.99 59.95 96205 UP 20K Gal. 4 Compartment 54.95 44.95
14097  Rotary Aircraft Beacon 80.99 59.95
OB Rosies o SineBoxCar 4409 segg IS Wealorod 000 GalWeler TrkIE999 13995
74681  Jersey Central Box Car 44.95 29.95 24250  Mainline Gooseneck Lamps 31.99 24.95 30-67675 Seaboard 4-Car 60’ Streamlined Pass Set 249.95 224.95
78131  Craft Ale Reefer 42.95 29.95 16851  Sunoco Gray Cylindrical Oil Tank  99.99 79.95 30-67630 B&M 4-Car 60’ Streamlined 229.95 198.95
37977  Hooker Tank Car Accident 129.99 98.95 30-67631 B&M 2pc Sleeper Diner Streamline  129.95 98.95
;2%? B;g;:;égfr jggg gjgg 30-1551 PRR 4pc Madison Set 22095 19895

* Please call ahead and reserve your order before sending check or money order. All Pre-orders require a 10% non-refundable, non-transferable deposit.*

Shipping & handling. Actual shipping, Insurance & handling charges applied. Minimum charge - $7.95. Actual freight
charges applied to sets. Massassachusetts residnets add 5% sales tax. Prices subject to change without notice. No
returns without prior authorization. 14 day exchange on unused goods only. No refunds, exchanges only.
There is a 15% restocking fee for returns. No refunds on shipping charges. Not responsible for typographical
errors. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS.
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Pumpkin Truck Squashed
by Freight Train

Article and Photos by Steve Phetterplace
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From an October 31, 1971, Staten Island
Advance newspaper account by reporter Steve
Phetterplace:

What started out as a cool and pleasant
October morning turned into what could
have been a major tragedy near Staten
Island’s New Dorp station.

A truck owned by local farmer Jeffrey
Greenjeans was crossing Staten Island Rapid
Transit Railway Company tracks (SIRT, a
subsidiary of the B&O) on Rose Ave. near
the S. Railroad Ave. intersection when it was
struck by a southbound freight that had been
switching cars at a nearby siding.

The truck, which was transporting a load
of giant pumpkins destined for competition
at the local Oktoberfest celebration, was
overturned by the slow-moving train. There
were no injuries to the driver Mr.
Greenjeans, the train crew, or any nearby
pedestrians.

Although the crossing where the acci-
dent occurred is fully protected by gates and
warning lights, Mr. Greenjeans insisted that
the gates were up when he entered the cross-
ing. A preliminary inspection by SIRT and
local officials supported the driver’s account,
and a railroad spokesman later confirmed
that a brief power outage caused the gates to
fail to lower.

A local towing firm assisted in righting
the farmer’s truck, and normal commuter
operations resumed on SIRT less than an
hour after the accident occurred.

Later that same day, one of the victims of
the accident—a giant “Big Max” variety
pumpkin raised by Mr. Greenjeans—emerged
unscathed from its tumble and took first
place in the Oktoberfest competition.
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Model Trains,
Accessories and

Model Building
Supplies

o ®
MICI‘O-MaI'k

those shown-
hics may vary slightly from
Final grap!

Few railroading images are as striking or memorable as the Warbonnet paint
scheme of the Santa Fe Railway as seen on this car! Become a Member of the
LIONEL OPERATING TRAIN SOCIETY (LOTS) and purchase our 2012 Santa Fe Super
Chief Transparent Boxcar! The all-Lionel manufactured car features interior
illumination, die-cast metal sprung trucks, operating couplers, opening doors, worker
figure inside the car and four removable palletloads, holding twelve boxes, four highway
barrels, four oil drums and a stack of lumber! The boxcaris 11 1/8” long and operates
on O-27 curves.

Uy Tl CATALOG! Production is limited to 600 pieces and will be sold on a “First Come, First
Served” basis only to LOTS Members! Join LOTS ($35) and order your limited
edition car(s) ($77 each plus shipping) today! Don't miss out on an exciting and unique
opportunity!

Join LOTS and order your car(s) at www.lots-trains.org or call 513-598-8240

Request your FREE catalog at

www.micromark.com/3956
When ordering by phone, mention ad code 3956

o The SWITCHER magazine ~ still 6 times a year!
® Exciting Conventions (Reno, NV July 2013).
® Outstanding Web site with “Members Only” section.

Micro-Mark

Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 07922

® Club Owned Lionel FasTrack Modular Layout.
e Lionel Product Catalogs mailed to your home!
o Limited Edition Lionel Club Cars.

“TM’s Lionel Nation series is a great look at all things E I

Lionel — layouts, collections, history, maintenance and oper- N - SEE PREVIEWS AT
ating tips, and more — and it’s done in such an entertaining WWW.tme.C0m
and accessible style that the entire family can truly enjoy.”

Jenna Egan, Lionel Trains Marketing Manager

e

NEW! World Class Hi-Rail

i%ayouts, Part 3. 65 min. $19.99
' NEW! Tinplate Legends in Action 2

NEW! Lionel Nation 4-DVD 70 min. $14.99
NEW! Lionel Nation, Part 8 Collector’s Sets, Parts 1-4 -
65 min. $19.99 and 5-8. 265 min. $59.99 ea. Visit your local hobby dealer or call

TM Books & Video

: o o I 800-892-2822
For a detailed description of each show, visit our website www.tmbv.com
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Thoroughly Thoroughbred

Article by Allan Miller

While our nation was celebrating its
236th birthday this past July 4th, the
Norfolk Southern Railroad (NS) com-
memorated its 30th anniversary at a special
event on July 3rd and 4th honoring 20 of
the predecessor railroads that make up
today’s NS system.

The tribute, designated a “Family
Portrait,” was held at the North Carolina
Transportation Museum in Spencer on the
former site of Southern Railway’s Spencer
Shops, once a major steam locomotive
servicing facility.

Starring in the event was the NS
heritage diesel fleet made up of 20 GE
ES44AC and EMD SD70ACe locomo-
tives adorned in liveries representing many
of the major lines that now make up the
extensive NS network. Norfolk Southern
employees in Altoona and Chattanooga,
Tennessee, painted the GE locomotives,
while the EMD units were painted at the
Progress Rail Services facility in Muncie,
Indiana. The heritage locomotives are now
at work hauling freight across the railroad’s
20,000-mile, 22-state network.

“This is the first and probably only
chance we'll have to get all these locomotives

together in one place at one time,” said
Norfolk Southern CEO Wick Moorman.
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Photos by Lawrence Vontran

“We're proud of the role railroads play in
keeping the country’s economy strong, and
July 4th is an opportune time to showcase
that heritage of service and safety.”



North Carolina Transportation
Museum Executive Director Samuel
Wegner said, “Having these engines gath-
ered together is a phenomenon, not just an
event. The N.C. Transportation Museum’s

37-stall Bob Julian Roundhouse is obviously ~ hobbyist. Both Lionel and MTH have
a great place to frame this Family Portrait.  announced plans to introduce these 20
It’s a great partnership with Norfolk  colorful locomotives in their respective
Southern to host this historic occasion.”  lines. What a spectacular addition that will
There’s more good news for the O gauge  make to any layout or collection! &
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Remote Control for Lionel’s
Postwar 027 Manual Switches

Article, Photos, and Diagram by David Smith

On my Lionel postwar O27 layout, I like the look of the manual 1022 switches
better than the remote control 1122 switches. Also, the 1022 manual switch is
great for use on industrial sidings because it automatically routes power to the
siding. In places where I can easily reach the switches, I also enjoy working them
by hand. But in difficult to reach areas on the layout, I use an easy to construct
add-on remote control that does not harm the original switch in any way.

The few simple parts can be obtained from Radio Shack. They include a 9-18
volt hobby motor (#273-256), normally open momentary push button (#275-
1547), IN5399 3-amp, 50-volt diodes (#276-1114), and a plastic project box
(#270-1801).

Start by bending the 1/32” steel wire to the shape shown in Photo 1.

Attach one end of the shaped wire to the motor shaft by wrapping with soft
copper wire and soldering the connection (Photo 2). Cut a piece of thin sheet
metal or thin plastic to 1”x4”. Attach the motor to the end of the metal or plas-
tic piece; I used hot glue.

Attach the remaining section of the strip to the bottom plate of the switch
using double-sided tape (Photo 3). With double-sided tape, the mechanism can
easily be removed later if desired. In positioning the motor with its attached arm
and before sticking it firmly in place, be sure to align everything so the motor
shaft is directly opposite the switch arm pivot (Photo 4).

Assemble the two push button switches and diodes in a small plastic project
box and run wires to the AC accessory terminals of your transformer and to the
switch motor using 20-gauge wire. Refer to the diagram.

The completed mechanism is in Photo 5. I also wrapped the motor assembly
with black electrical tape. This covers the brush openings, helps disguise the

Mill Creek Coal & Coke
Tipple #2

#17240 $649.95

Phone: 304-823-3729
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mechanism, and adds strength to the glued joint. The completed mech-
anism can easily be disguised with scenic materials such as shrubs (Photo
6). You can also use a variety of structures or other objects that might
typically be found trackside.

Electric Wiring Diagram

“Affordable furniture...
for your model trains!”™

Model 0-444
For O Scale Models
(shown in Oak,
trains not included)
Oak ONLY $249.99
Poplar ONLY $239.99
Includes delivery
within Contiguous U.S.

SSE= Made in Fast Shipping
—=the USA on in-stock models!

Hardwood Showcases for Z, N, HO, S, O, and G Scale

www.ThelLittleShowcaseFactory.com

[visa] B The Little Showcase Factory, LLC
P.O. Box 985 * Greenville, OH 45331
937-316-6057
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www.rossswitches.com

More Favorite Backshop Articles

The first 25 of my favorite 50
“Backshop” articles were covered in Run
257, and here are 25 more. It’s tough to set-
tle on just 50 favorite articles, and I freely
admit that in some cases I've combined a
couple of issues into one topic due to sim-
ilarity or because the topic was split between

Run 204, December 2004 —

“The Ultimate Track Cleaning Machine”

more than one issue of the magazine.

As T explained in Run 257, some that
were personal favorites at the time they
were published just don’t qualify now due
to technological advancements and other
developments. Today, for example, most of
us have access to computers. If you see

something in this list and no longer have
that particular issue of the magazine, you can
easily reproduce not only my “Backshop”
articles but every word, diagram, and pho-
tograph of every issue using the OGR
Digital Archives at 800-980-6477 to pur-
chase any CD.

Run 209, August 2005 —
“I Spy - Tracking Hidden
Trains”

How about a totally dry
method of cleaning track?
Even the worst of age and
all things that make track
a mess can be easily main-
tained by making some
simple modifications to
Lionel’s original postwar
track cleaning car. Find
out how to do it in this

“Backshop,” complete with detailed photographs.

Run 205, January 2005 —

“Soldering Tips for Making Great Solder Joints”

You know, soldering isn't
really hard acall. Most of us
have learned all the wrong
ways to solder instead of
the one right one. This
“Backshop” article shows
you how to do it right—
the first time.

Run 208, June 2005 —
“Making the Grade”

With this one, you can learn the right way to create a gradual
and even grade for your track as it rises to another level, even
around curves. This “Backshop” describes and employs meth-
ods used by the real railroads to make gradual and even grades.

Want to learn how to keep
track of your train as it
progresses through a tunnel
or some other hidden area of
your layout? This “Backshop” will tell you how it can be done.

Run 215, June 2006 —
“Driving the DCS Truck”

Here is a nice visual “Backshop” article using screen grabs from
a computer to show you how to obtain the MTH DCS
Consumer Loader for DCS sound systems, change them from
engine to engine, and open up the technological doors to the
DCS control system.

Run 216, August 2006 —
“Getting Some DCS Deliveries”

Using the DCS Loader (above article), this “Backshop” shows
you how to get just about anything you want for your DCS
engines from the online files available from MTH.

Run 217, October 2006 —
“The Disappearing Test Track”

This is a nice how-to article on mak-
ing a test track that can be folded up

and tucked away to conserve space
when you aren’t using it.
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S&W rarrs suepLy

LIONEL PARTS DEALER

WE HAVE MOVED!
Continuing our 38 years
of customer service!
Check us out at: www.sandwparts.com

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com
sandw@nycap.rr.com

Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9-5PM EST
Saturday: 10-4PM EST

TEL - (518) 280-5197

762 Whitney Drive Niskayuna, NY 12309
NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

Run 218, December 2006 —
“Operating Accessory Rails on Hi-Rail Track”

This article shows you how to install Atas O oper-

ating rails on all kinds of track produced by other

manufacturers. If you like those postwar operating

cars and don’t want to see them disappear from your
hi-rail layout, this “Backshop” is a must-read for you.

NOW IN STOCK
and pre-orders are
being taken...
Atlas O « MTH » Weaver ¢
Golden Gate / Sunset/ 3rd
Rail - Woodland Scenics

*NJ International
2 rail and 3 rail

Outstanding AM Hobbies orders?
Contact us for help or info

300+ Golden Gate cars in stock
Here’s a sampling...

Custom Erie Coach, 2 Tone Green
$115 each 2 rail or 3 rail

NYC 2 Tone Gray 8-1-2 Sleeper
$124 each 3 rail

PRR B70 Baggage
$99.00 3 rail or $109.00 2 rail

Long Island Coach
$100 each 3 rail

Milwaukee 8-1-2 Sleeper
$124 each 3 rail or 2 rail

Run 219, January 2007 —
So Where Did the Uncoupling Track Go?

This “Backshop” describes how to install old O27 uncoupling magnets any-
where you might want them in GarGraves or Ross track and how to disguise
them so the hi-rail look isn’t disturbed.

Run 220, February 2007 —
“Lie down, Relax, and Wire Up Your Layout”

Here you can modify a standard auto creeper
from Sears to the height needed to roll around
under your layout and make wiring easy and
more comfortable.

Run 222, June 2007 and Run 223, August 2007 —
“Working in Styrene Plastic for Trackside Buildings”

These two “Backshop” articles share tips on how to work with styrene plastic
to modify walls for any structure you might want to create for your layout.

Run 224, October 2007 and Run 225, December 2007 —
“Installing PS2 Upgrade Kits into Older Locomotives”
These two “Backshop” articles describe the installation of MTH PS2 upgrade

kits into any diesel or steam locomotive equipped with a DC motor and fly-
wheel. It is still relevant even with today’s newer upgrade kits.

Run 227, February 2008 —
“Best Tools for 0 Gauge Repairs”

I'm always asked what tools I recommend for
working on trains. Well, here they are. These
recommendations represent the best small hand
tools that I have found work well with anything
I do in the model train world.

order from:

The Public Delivery Track

P.O. Box 2637, Paso Robles. CA 93447
pdtrains@earthlink.net * 805-226-0320

www.publicdeliverytrack.com

Run 232, December 2008 —
“End of Track with a Warning”

Wouldn't it be nice if your lighted
end-of-track bumper actually per-
formed the service of warning you
when you've reached the end of the
siding? It is simple to make it do this—so simple you probably won’t believe it.
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Run 234, February 2009 —
“Putting Your AIU to Work”

This one is a short tutorial with pho-
tos on how to get your MTH
Accessory Interface Unit (AIU) to
work for all of your operating acces-
sories. Items such as postwar acces-
sories and any other operating

accessory can be wired to the AIU, and this article describes how it’s done.

Run 235, April 2009 -
“Forming Good GarGraves Curves”

This one is a most frequently asked for
tutorial. The article includes a couple of
easy tips—some might even call them
secret tips—for working with GarGraves
flex track to create perfectly formed
curves, even when there is a track joint
in the middle of the curve.

Run 237, August 2009 -
“Non-Derailing Tricks for
Hi-Rail Switches”

This “Backshop” shows how to
easily make a Z-Stuff for Trains
DZ-1000 switch machine work in
the same non-derailing mode as
postwar Lionel switches.

Run 238, October 2009 —

“Eliminating Dead Spots in Hi-Rail Switches”

Using the Z-Stuff for Trains DZ-1008 relay in conjunction with the DZ-1000
switch machine, you can eliminate dead spots in hi-rail switches by using the
relay to power short sections of rails in the switch depending on which way the

switch is set.

Run 242, April 2010 -
“A Failure to Communicate”

This “Backshop” covers an easy fix for
a common problem in some MTH
DCS remotes when they are dropped
or bumped too hard. It shows how to

check for a dislodged RF or radio fre-

quency communications board within the
remote and how to correct it and prevent it from happening again.
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J&R TRAINS

Your source for Williams
Visit us online at

www.jrtrains.com

610.446.5733 « sales@jrtrains.com
Orders ship USPS; All orders add shipping;
Visa, Mastercard, Discover accepted
OGR - OCT/NOV 2012

WILLIAMS SUPER SALE!
Quantities extremely limited

SD45 (CON, RDG) .....cccovvvivviannnnn $99.00
NW2 e $115.00
(PRR, LV, CON, NYC, UP, GN)

EF4 (All) .o $99.00
Scale GG-1 (All) ...ocooviiiee $225.00
Girls GG-1 Set....ccccocvveviiiiiniins $275.00
SF F3 AA Blue/Silver................. $195.00
SF F3 AA Yellow/Silver .............. $195.00
F3AA $250.00
F3B (A v $99.00
GPY (MOSt) ..., $135.00
GP9 (LN, B&O, M&StL) ............. $150.00

SP Daylight ......ccoooiiiiiiii

60" Streamliners 4pk
60" Streamliners 4pk
(PRR Congo, B&O)
60" Streamliner 2pk..........ccccceue.
44 Tonners (All).....oooieiioiienieeene.
FA-1 (All).cviviiiinnn,
Semi Scale GG-1 (All)
F7's (All) oo,
J-Class Steam (All) .....cccooeveee.

More at www.jrtrains.com



www.jrtrains.com
www.dallee.com

cttrains.com

Specializing in O-Gauge Trains!
Let us be your source for MTH
non-cataloged regional items.

We are an Authorized Dealer for
Lionel, MTH, Atlas-O, Gargraves and
Ross Custom Switches.

Iltems shipped UPS usually the same day.

Browse our complete on-line inventory then give us a call.

C.T. McCORMICK HARDWARE
147 South Main Street

Zelienople, PA 16063
724-452-6130 Fax 724-452-6139

Arkansas Traveler

Hobbies

Come see us! * Available for group meetings!

¢ Located in an historic 1915 MOPAC brick Depot.
* Operating layouts in multiple scales and MORE!
* See over fifty UP mainline trains pass daily!

Run 243, June 2010 —
“Shedding Some New Light on K-Line Interiors”
Ever have a K-Line Heavyweight passenger car start burning out bulbs until

they all burn out? This “Backshop” tells you where you can find replacement
bulbs and describes how to install them in your darkened passenger cars.

MOPAC DEPOT

400 E. Market Street

Bald Knob, AR 72010
ph:501-RAILFAN (724-5326)

fax: 501-RAILS4U (724-5748)

e-mail:arkansastravelerhobbies@centurylink.net

Another BRILLIANT idea from the
guys at Silflor... Classic grassy tufts
with a highly detailed leaf texture on
the tips. Each Leafy Tuft is multi-
tone to provide a natural depth with
highlights and shadows. Peel off
individual tufts or in larger patches.
Available in four seasonal color
tones. Each sheet is loaded with
over 50+ individual tufts. A great
value for Only $6.99!

175 Sheffield Drive #100, Delmont PA 15626-1723
(724)468-3106 * Online: www.scenicexpress.com

Run 244, August 2010 -
“Got a Lazy Thumbwheel?”

Here is a photo and text tutorial showing you how to replace a broken thumb-
wheel in your DCS remote complete with correct part numbers and how to
order them from MTH.

Run 246, December 2010 —
“Basic Maintenance”

This “Backshop” deals with the basics for
maintaining locomotives and rolling stock to
keep them new and performing at their best.
These are common tips and tricks I've discov-
ered over time along with my recommenda-
tions for materials you should have on hand to maintain your model railroad.

Run 247, January 2011 —
“Making Believable Pavement”

Here’s a way to bury your rails into a paved intermodal parking and loading area.

Run 251, August 2011 -
“A Dead Man’s Switch”

This “Backshop” describes a simple and foolproof method for stopping trains
when they are approaching a lift-out or removable bridge. All it takes is one
heavily damaged engine that has fallen to the floor to convince you of the need
to install this simple device.

Run 253, October 2011 and Run 254, December 2011 —
“Moving Mountains and Making Use of Dead Space”

These two “Backshop” articles deal with
using a wonderful product called foam-
core board. This material is used to make
lightweight and easy-to-build mountains,
which, by the way, can also be ecasily
removed to allow you to use the otherwise
hidden and empty space under the layout’s
scenery.

That’s it! I've picked these particular articles because they cover the most fre-
quently asked questions I receive on a daily basis. Check with us at 800-980-6477
if you need any of these back issues.

90 0 GAUGE RAILROADING OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2012


www.cttrains.com
mailto:arkansastravelerhobbies@centurylink.net
www.scenicexpress.com

True Scene

MODEL SCENERY JUST GOT
A WHOLE LOT EASIER

SCENERY BASE MATERIAL
NO PAINTING  NO GLUING e NON-PERMANENT

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
www.truescene.com or 716-523-7305

“I now have 20/20 sharpness”— says Pedro Pinhole
FRICKO PINHOLE LENS

® In focus from 3 inches to infinity.
® For miniature photos gives dolls’ pe(specﬂve

photos can be taken k up at
focus of fi nd back d, no vertical

line distortion. makes models look real.
® Available for 35mm SLR cameras: CANON, EOS,
KONIKA, MINOLIA, NIKON, OLYMPUS, MAXXUM,
PENTAX K, PENTAX S, YASHICA, CONTAX
Send SASE for information. A. J. Fricke Co.,
P.O. Box 523, Union, KY 41091-0523

Genuine Limestone
HIGHBALL BALLAST
a solid track record
s For all scales: Z,N,HO, S,0,1,G.

* Send SASE for catalog.

HIGHBALL PRODUCTS CO.
P.O. Box 523, Union, KY 41091-0523

ASSEMBLED BUILDINGS

From Any Manufacturer’s Kit

“Just Like Real”

SCRATCHBUILT
Grain Elevator

Model Building Services
Models Built By Stu Gralnik
264 Marrett Rd., Lexington, MA 02421-7024
(781 ) 860-0554

E-mail:stu@modelbuildingservices.com
Web site: www.modelbuildingservices.com

349 Grange Hall Rd. * Beavercreek, OH 45430
REPLACEMENT FLYWHEEL MOTORS
“Make your old engine run better than new”

Williams, Weaver E8, Scale GG1,

American Flyer Steam

$29-95 each

plus shipping

Custom Installation
UCUB, Sound, MTH DCS

937-429-1461
FTimko@SBCGlobal.net

Modern Toy Train Parts

www.mttponline.com

* Lionel Factory Trained Service Tech
* We do Lionel Warranty Repair

* TMCC Upgrades

* Electric Railroad Kits

phone:(567) 424-6604

contact us: N )
e-mail:mttp6@hotmail.com

Sand and Gravel Loads

Announcing two NEW loads for your scale
52’ gondolas. Realistically painted resin
SAND and GRAVEL LOADS. Check out all

of our products on our Ebay store.
Visit www.scmodelworks.com
St. Charles Model Works
815/457-2453
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www.studiozphoto/millhouse.html
www.eaglewingsironcraft.com
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www.mttponline.com
www.korbermodels.com
www.scmodelworks.com

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS

MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONSe
VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL

2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008
Just 1 Minute off 1-476 Exit 9
Oct/Nov 2012 OGR e 103 Years Selling Lionel

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. Store Hours M,W,F 10-9 T&TH 10-7 Sat 10-5

MINIMUM ORDER : $30.00
10% Restocking Fee on Returns
Product information (610) 353.8585

For orders only: 1.800.848.9119 e Fax (610) 359.9846

Most orders will follow this S&H Policy
$0.00- $400.00..
$400.01- $700.00
$700.01 - $1400.00 ..
$1400.01 + ....

Orders including Track, Power and Control Items, Sets, Oversized
Items, Large Orders and Sale Items will be charged actual shipping

No P.O. Box #'s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax
Not responsible for typographical errors

LI0611287 RI Mikado Conv
LI0611288 T&P Mikado.......
LIO611290 Beth Steel Mogul...
LI0611299 C&O USRA Mallet ..
LI0611300 PRR Texas #6479 .
LIO611301 PRR Texas #6498 .
LI0611302 C&O Texas #3011 .
LI0611303 C&O Texas #3025.
LI0611304 NKP Texas #801 ...
LIO611305 Erie Texas #3405 ..
LIO611306 PM Texas #1241 ...
LIO611316 PRR Atlantic Conv ...

LIO611317 Southern Atlantic Conv
LI0611318 CN Atlantic Conv......
LI0611321 C&O Mallet....
LI0611322 NKP Mallet....

LIO634701 PRR RF16 Sharks AA ..
LI0634704 PRR RF16 Shark Pwd B ..
. LIO634705 PRR RF16 Non-Pwd B*.........
.$1099 99 LIO634731 NH RS-11 Non-Pwd #1413* .
.$1169.99 LIO634732 LV RS-11 #7640 .
.$1169.99 LI0634733 LV RS-11 #7642
.$1169.99 L10634734 LV RS-11 Non-Pwd #7643* ..
.$1169.99 LI0634735 SF GP9 #726
.$1169.99 LI0634736 SF GP9 #741 ...
.$1169.99 LI0634737 NP GP9 #202...
.$1169.99 LIO634738 NP GP9 #317
...$467.99 L10634739 Rl GP9 Non-Pwd #1325*.......
...$467.99 L10634740 GN GP9 Non-Pwd #668*.......
...$467.99 LI0634741 L&N GP9 Non-Pwd #531*......
.$1099 99 L10634743 C&0O GP9 Non-Pwd #6249*...
.$1099.99 LI0634744 UP GP9 Non-Pwd #268* .......
LI0611323 W&LE Mallet.... .$1099.99 LI0634745 Monon C-420 #509.....
LI0611332 SF Northern #3751. .$1099.99 L10634746 Monon C-420 #512.....
LI0611333 SF Northern #3759..... .$1099.99 LIO634747 Monon C-420 Non-Pwd*
L10611334 Southern Crescent Pacific ..... $989.99 L10634748 LV C-420 #404.
LI0611337 B&O EM-1 Giant #7621 ....... $1169.99 LI0634749 LV C-420 #412
L10611338 Alton Limited Pacific ....
L10611340 B&O EM-1 Giant #659.
LIO611342 UP 4-12-2 #9004

...$989.99 LIO634750 LV C-420 Non-Pwd #414*......
.$1169.99 LI0634754 Alaska C-420 #1210
.$1169.99 LIO634755 Alaska C-420 #1214
L10611343 UP 4-12-2 #9000 ....$1169.99 L10634756 Alaska C-420 Non-Pwd *.......
L10611344 UP 4-12-2 #9000 (Grey)......$1169.99 L10634757 Seaboard C-420 #127 ...
LI0611363 Cass Scenic Shay........ ...$809.99 LI0634758 Seaboard C-420 #129
LI0611364 Meadow River Shay. ...$809.99 L10634759 SAL C-420 Non-Pwd #134* ...
LI0611365 Weyerhaeuser Shay .... ...$809.99 LI0634760 Nickel Plate C-420 #578........
LI0611366 Pickering Lumber Shay L10634761 Nickel Plate C-420 #575 ........
LI0611368 WM Shay L10634762 NKP C-420 Non-Pwd #572* ..
L10611369 Bethlehem Steel Co. Shay..... $809.99 L10638409 Clinchfield AC6000
L10628307 Wabash Trainmaster L10638452 PC RS-11 #7605

L10628311 UP DD35.............. . L10638453 PC RS-11 #7608
L10628312 BN SDGO.... L10638454 PRR RS-11#9622..................
LI0628323 NS Genset ........... L10638456 N&W RS-11 #308 ...

L10628333 VGN Heritage SD70
L10628338 PRR Tuscan SD70...
L10628343 Amtrak Dash 9 #519 ............$339.99 L10638459 N&W RS-11 Non-Pwd #330*.
LI0628354 CSX Genset... ...$679.99 L10638460 Nickel Plate RS-11 #855........
L10628356 CSX SD6O............ ...$424.99 LI0638461 Nickel Plate RS-11 #859........
L10628365 BNSF Dash 9 #5121 ...$424.99 LI0638462 PRR RS11 Non-Pwd #8639*.
LI0628369 NYC DD35............ ...$429.99 L10638463 NKP RS-11 Non-Pwd #863* ..
LI0628370 UP DD35 w. Flag .. ...$509.99 L10638464 Alaska RS-11 #3602..............
L10628375 MKT Heritage SD70. LI0638465 Alaska RS-11 #3604 ..............
LI0628382 Army Genset......... . LIO638466 New Haven RS-11 #1403 ......
LI0628383 Conrail Genset.. LIO638467 Alaska RS11 Non-Pwd*.........

L10638457 N&W RS-11 #318 ...
L10638458 PRR RS-11 #8631

Lionel Engines LI0628599 Erie GPY ......cooovveeverrirres $331.99

All Legacy Unless * is present LIO634662 RI GP9 #1331 .. .$407.99
LI0611210 UP Challenger Black............ $1642.99 LI0634663 Rl GP9 #1327 .. .$407.99
LI0611211 UP Challenger Gray . .$1642.99 LIO634664 GN GP9 #688 .. .$407.99
LI0611218 NYC Vision Hudson .$1434.99 LI0634665 GN GP9 #695 .. .$407.99
LI0611219 Clinchfield Challenger .. LI0634666 L&N GP9 #504. .$407.99
LI0611255 C&O0 Mikado ............ ...$809. LI0634667 L&N GP9 #525.... .$407.99
110611256 NH Mikado..... ...$809. LI0634670 C&O GP9 #6240. .$407.99
LI0611257 PRR Mikado... LI0634671 C&O GP9 #6243, .$407.99
110611258 Southern Mikado... LI0634681 UP GP9 #256... .$407.99
LI0611259 UP Mikado............. LI0634682 UP GP9 #261... .$407.99
LI0611260 Rio Grande Mikado.. LIO634689 WM F7 AA.......... .$620.99
10611261 DMIR Mikado.... LI0634692 WM F7 Powered B.. .$339.99
LI0611262 Erie Mikado.... LI0634693 WM F7 Non-Pwd B*.............. $212.99
L10611280 B&O Mikado... LI0634694 L&N F7 AA $599.99
110611284 MP Mikado. LI0634697 L&N F7 Powered B................ $339.99
10611286 RI Mikado...... ...$809. LI0634698 L&N F7 Non-Pwd B* .. .$212.99

.$599.99
.$319.99

$212.99

.$203.99
.$407.99
...$407.99

.$203.99

....$407.99
.$407.99
.$407.99
.$407.99

$203.99
$203.99
$203.99
$203.99
$203.99

...$450.99
.$450.99
.$220.99
.$450.99
....$450.99

$220.99

....$450.99
....$450.99

$220.99

....$450.99

$450.99
$220.99
$450.99
$450.99
$220.99

....$399.99
.$407.99

$407.99
$407.99

.$407.99
.$407.99

$203.99
$407.99
$407.99
$203.99
$203.99
$407.99
$407.99
$407.99
$203.99

L10638468 Seaboard RS-11 #101........... $407.99
L10638469 Seaboard RS-11 #102.......... $407.99
L10638470 New Haven RS-11 #1405 ......$407.99
LI0638471 Seaboard RS-11#104............ $407.99

L10638558 D&H RF-16 Sharks AA.......... $620.99
L10638561 D&H RF16 Shark Pwd B ..
L10638562 D&H RF16 Non-Pwd B*......... $212.99
L10638563 B&O RF16 Sharks AA .......... $620.99
L10638566 B&O RF16 Shark Pwd B ..
L10638567 B&O RF16 Non-Pwd B*......... $212.99
L10638568 NYC RF16 Sharks AA ........... $620.99
L10638571 NYC RF16 Shark Pwd B ....... $339.99
L10638572 NYC RF16 Non-Pwd B*......... $212.99
L10638573 SP RF16 Sharks AA...... .

L10638576 SP RF16 Shark Pwd B .
LI0638577 SP RF16 Non-Pwd B* .. .
LI0638579 SF GP9 Non-Pwd #744*........ $203.99
L10638580 NP GP9 Non-Pwd #324* ....... $203.99
LI0638597 CB&Q F3 AA................ .

LI0638700 CB&Q F3 Powered B
L10638701 CB&Q F3 Non-Powered B* .$199.99
LI0638702 Rio Grande F3 AA ................. $620.99
L10638705 Rio Grande F3 Pwd B $339.99
LI0638706 Rio Grande F3 Non-Pwd B* ..$212.99
LI0638707 WP F3 AB........cccvvviiiiriinne $620.99
L10638710 WP F3 Non-Pwd A

L10638711 WP F3 Pwd B ..... $212.99
LI0638712 Wabash F7 AA .. $620.99
LI0638715 Wabash F7 Pwd B..... $339.99

LI0638716 Wabash F7 Non-Pwd B*...
L10638717 Milwaukee F7 AA
10638720 Milwaukee F7 Pwd B .
LI0638721 Milwaukee F7 Non-Pwd B*....
Lionel Rolling Stock
LI0600002 Amtrak 3 Pk Amfleet...
LIO615051 Lionel Lines Boxcar ...
LIO615053 REA Waffle side Boxcar ........
LI0615080 C&O Boxcar ................ ...$33.99

LI0619580 NS Reefer #1 White . $45.99
LIO619582 NS Reefer #2 Orange.. $45.99
LIO619583 NS Reefer #3 Blue ...

LI0619584 NS Reefer #4 Red ...
LI0626640 CN Barrel Car.......
LI0626642 CN Jet Snow Car.
LI0626645 B&M Hopper Ice Breaker ...... $29.99
LI0626665 Hersey Flatcar w. Trailer ....... $39.99
LI0627254 WP 60’ Heritage Boxcar ........ $49.99
LI0627542 VGN NE Scale Caboose......... $54.99
LI0627767 SF Pass 4pk w. Boxcar.

LIO627772 SF Pass 2 Pk............ ...$49.99
LIO627775 SF Coach Car.... ...$28.99
LI0627850 CSX 60’ Boxcar. ...$49.99
LI0629739 B&M Transfer Caboo $29.99
LI0639348 NASCAR Boxcar ..$29.99

Lionel Trackmobiles & Insp Cars
LI0628455 NYC Trackmobile

LI0628467 PRR Trackmobile.
LI0628468 Amtrak Trackmobile
LI0628469 BNSF Trackmobile...
L10628473 GN Inspection Car ...
L10628478 IC Inspection Car.............c..... $99.99

BOLD Items on Sale - See shipping policy for Details
When ordering online mention ad to get sale price

www.hnicholassmithtrains.com
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www.nicholassmithtrains.com

On the Way to the Forum

A funny thing happened on the way
to the forum the other night—the OGR
forum of course. But it wasn’t in any way
connected to either the Stephen Sondheim
musical of the same name or to its bawdy
humor. My computer crashed! So what
does the crash have to do with O gauge
trains? Well, a bunch actually. Like a large
number of computer users, I use my pro-
duction computer for both work and play.
Okay, okay—your right, and I admit that
being an associate editor of a model train
rag is a lot more like playing than working.
It really is! Oh, and dont worry about
spilling the beans to Rich about my using
what is essentially OGR’s production com-
puter for play—he knows already.

My point is that the tall metal box
packed with electronics and disk drives is
my portal to the model and real train
world, as it is for a lot of y’all. With the
mere click of the mouse, I'm cruis'n our
forum, which, as a member of the maga-
zine’s staff, is an obligatory daily visit for
me. Or it was before Windows went off
into the weeds.

Another unfortunate hit was losing the

capability to monitor the product ship
dates posted by several manufacturers of O
gauge trains, specifically, Atlas O, Lionel,
and MTH. As anyone who has been there
can tell you, life in the magazine world is
dynamic to say the least, especially when
dealing with new products for reviews and
even announcements. Naturally, perusing
dealer ads for pricing of new products is an
integral part of my production process for
reviews, to say nothing of an occasional
shopping spree for new trains as birthday
and Christmas presents...mine.

Oh yes, the new product catalogs are
another periodic stop along the line of my
favorite cyber depots. These stops are pri-
marily the websites for Bachmann
Industries, Lionel, Sunset/3rd Rail, and
Weaver because I usually dont get paper
catalogs from them.

The Internet has become a major
source of historic information for my
reviews and even for my amusement. Then
there are those occasional times when I
have a case of writer’s block, so I go on the
Web looking for an inspiration in one
form or another. And as a change of pace,

I find occasionally surfing for and watch-
ing YouTube videos of railroading on real
rail lines and O gauge layouts to be a
unique treat.

Checking that the colors in the photos
in my reviews and column are what I
expected in the OGR Digital Edition is a
once-every-issue activity. Why? Well, pho-
tos in our digital edition are more true to
what I photographed than those in the
printed magazine, so I'm curious to see
how they reproduce on the screen. Yeh, it’s
a vanity thing.

And last but certainly not least is
exchanging e-mails with OGR readers,
staffers, and hobby friends, which is a daily
including Sunday run. Actually, e-mail is
an ongoing activity throughout the day
and even in the evenings...that is, when
the computer is working,.

Of course, all of the above came to a
screeching halt when the screen froze and
my last-ditch attempt to reboot Windows
delivered the final blow. Rats! And I had
such great plans for that evening—plans
that sure didn’t include putzing with a
computer that was not unlike an entire
train on the ground—stuck! But hey, thats
Windows, and that’s also what incremen-
tal file backups and a set of recovery disks
are for.

So after loading the factory image back
onto the computer’s hard drive, and then
while waiting for Windows to download
its hundred and some-odd OS and security
updates over the next hour plus, I bugged
out to my train room and had a particu-
larly good time setting up and running a
couple of my favorite steam-era trains. So I
reckon the evening wasn't a total loss after all.

As T learned years ago, it’s a really big
and dark cloud that doesnt have a silver
lining somewhere, and this one did have its
bright side. In the nanoseconds that it took
my computer to execute a corrupted com-
mand, I had my topic for this column.
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Special Note About Scheduled Meets

Rich Melvin, Publisher

Our next issue, Run 260 (December 2012), will be the last issue to include free Scheduled Meets listings. Starting
with Run 261 (January 2013), Scheduled Meets listings will cost $25.00 per issue. You will be able to place your listing
online (preferred), via e-mail, or by regular mail. For full details about the listing procedure, please visit the OGR website
(www.ogaugerr.com). Instructions will be posted there prior to August 31.

Scheduled Meets listings for Run 261, the January 2013 issue, will include events taking place between December 15,
2012, and through the end of January 2013.

September 22, 2012
ROXANNA, DE - Indian Summer Toy & Train
Show, Firehouse, Ree. 20. 9a-3p, Adm: $4,
10 and under free. Info: (302) 827-4278 or
www.delawareseasiderailroadclub.com.

BROOKSVILLE, FL — Regal Railways Model Train
Toy Show & Swap Meet, Elks Lodge, 14494 Cortez
Blvd. 10a-3p, Adm: $4, 12 and under free. Info: Joe
(727) 244-1341 or www.regalrailways.com.

September 23, 2012
WALLINGFORD, CT - Classic Shows LLC Train
& Toy Show, Zandri’s Stillwood Inn, 1074 S. Colony
Rd. (Exit 13 off I-91). 9a-2p, Adm: $5, 12 and under
free w/adult. Info: (203) 926-1327

or www.classicshowsllc.com.

September 23-24, 2012
ALLLENTOWN, PA — Spring Thaw Train Meet,
Fairgrounds, 302 N. 17th St. Sat. 9a-4p, Sun. 9a-3p,
Adm: $7, under 12 free w/adult. Info: (610) 821-7886

or www.allentowntrainmeet.com.

September 29, 2012
SPRING, TX — TCA Toy Train Show & Swap Meet,
Cypress Creck Christian Community Center, 6823
Cypresswood Dr. Adm: $6, family $9, under 12 free.
Info: Carl Olson, (218) 277-7630 or
www.tcagulfcoastchapter.org.

September 29-30, 2012
MONROE, W1 - 34th Annual Green County
Model Train Show & Swap Meet, Stateline Ice and
Community Expo, 1632 4th Ave W. 10a-4p. Info:
Kevin Johnson (608) 325-9779 or www.gcmrrinc.org.

September 30, 2012
BOARDMAN, OH — Model Train Show, all scales
and accessories. Operating Engineers Hall, 291
McClurg Rd. 10a-3p, Adm: $4, 12 and under free
w/adult. Tables $20. Info: Denny (330) 503-5510,

modeltrainshows@gmail.com.

October 6,2012
SACRAMENTO, CA - TTOS River City Toy Train
Meet, Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 6151 H St.
10a-3p, Adm: $5, 12 and under free, family $9. Info:
Bryan Stanton brsta@comcast.net.

DELAND, FL — 41st Florida Railfair, Volusia County
Fairgrounds, SR 44 and I-4 (Exit 118). 9a-4p,

Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Charles Miller

(703) 536-2954, rrshows@aol.com or www.gserr.com.

October 6-7,2012
BEREA, OH — Carnival of Model Trains, Cuyahoga
County Fairgrounds, 164 Eastland Rd. Sat. 10a-5p,
Sun. 1la-4p, Adm: $7, under 16 free w/adult, 2-day
pass $10. Info: Gary Sole (216) 650-2192.

October 7,2012
FARMINGVILLE, NY — All Gauge Swap Meet,
Island Bingo Hall, 1055 Portion Rd. 8:30a-2:30p,
Adm: $4, under 12 free w/adult.
Info: www.centraloperatinglines.com.

ARCADIA, CA - TTOS Southwestern Div. Train
Meet, Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte Rd. 10:30a-3p,
Adm: family $5. Info: Larry Pearson (818) 225-1710.

HAWLEY, PA — Hawley Fire Dept. Model Train
Show & Sale, 17 Columbus Ave. 9a-3p, Adm: $3,
under 12 free w/adult. Info: Bill Delling, 618 Fern St.,
Hawley, PA 18428.

ORANGE, CT - 20th Annual New Haven & Derby
Model RR Train Show, High Plains Community
Center, 525 Orange Center. 9:30a-3:30p. Info:
www.newhaven-derbymodelrailroadclub.org.

October 13,2012
PAINESVILLE, OH - Rail Fanning Day, Painesville
Depot, 475 Railroad St. 10a-5p, Info: (216) 470-5780

or www.painesvilledepot.org.

October 13-14, 2012
FORT WORTH, TX — SouthWest O Scale Meet,
Lockheed Martin Recreational Area, 6900 Bryant
Irvin Rd. 9a-5p. Info: swoscalemeet@gmail.com or
www.swoscale.com.

October 14,2012
ALTOONA, PA — Altoona Model Train Museum
Train Show, Blair County Conv. Center,
1 Convention Center Blvd. 9a-2p, Adm: $5,
under 12 free. Info: Ron Kennedy (814) 696-9671,
ronjane@atlanticbb.net or Greg Miller
(814) 695-3246, gmamflyer@verizon.net.

October 20, 2012

ENGLEWOOD, FL — Regal Railways Model Train
Toy Show & Swap Meet, Elks Lodge, 401 N. Indiana
Ave. 10a-4p, Adm: $4, 12 and under free. Info: Joe
(727) 244-1341 or www.regalrailways.com.

October 21, 2012

KINGSTON, NY — Model Train & RR Hobby
Show, Murphy Midtown Center, 467 Broadway.
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10a-4p, Adm: $6, under 12 $1. Info: (845) 481-4198
or kingstonmts@aol.com.

FAIRFIELD, CT - Station Stop 2012 Train Show,
Ludlowe High School, 785 Unquowa Rd., 10a-4p,
Adm: $6, child $2. Info: Jack Ciarletto (203) 374-1118

or Www.housatonicmr.org.

October 27, 2012
SUGARCREEK, OH - Old El’s Train & Toy Show,
Valley View Church, 2772 Simons Dr. 10a-4p, Adm:
$3, under 12 free. Tables $10. Info: Galen Eli Hoover
(330) 763-1184.

HUNTSVILLE, AL — TCA Magic Valley Chapter
Annual RailFest, Jaycee Bldg., Jaycee Way. 10a-3p,
Adm: $5, spouse and family free. Info: Morgan Lynch,
2111 Conway Dr. SW. Info: (256) 881-1661.

October 27-28, 2012
TIMONIUM, MD - Great Scale Model Train Show,
Maryland State Fairgrounds. 9a-4p, Adm: $9, under
15 free, family $18, good both days. Info: Howard
Zane (410) 730-1036, hzanel @verizon.net.

TROY, NY — Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show, Expo
and Conv. Center, 4320 Chantilly Shopping Center.
10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Greenberg
Show, (630) 279-4087, Staff@GreenbergShows.com,

www.GreenbergShows.com.

October 28, 2012
MILWAUKEE, W1 — Lionel RR Club All Gauge
Swap Meet, Clarion Hotel, 5311 S. Howell Ave.
8a-12p, Adm: $4, under 13 free w/adult. Info: Art
Oseland (414) 764-5375.

FARMINGTON HILLS, MI — Redford Model RR
Club Trainorama 2012, Costick Community Center,
28600 Eleven Mile Rd. 10a-4p, Adm: $5, under 12
free w/adult. Info: Pierre Willermet, (734) 953-2546,
pwillermet@gmail.com.

FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY - RR Lines Train & Toy
Show, Plattduetsche Park Restaurant, 1132
Hempstead Turnpike. 8a-1p, Adm: $5, under 12 free
w/adult. Info: John Koenig (516) 486-6658 or Jerry
Nappi (516) 384-4566.

November 2-3, 2012
TUCSON, AZ - Toy Train Show, Tucson Expo
Center, 3750 E. Irvington Rd. Fri. 2a-7p, Sat. 9a-2p,
Adm: $ 6, 13 and under free. Info: Dave Hoverstock
(520) 909-0722, trainshow@gpdtoytrainmuseum.com
or www.gpdtoytrainmuseum.com.
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November 3, 2012
KISIMMEE, FL — Model Train Show &
Swap Meet, Knights of Columbus, 2000
Neptune Rd. 10a-3p, Adm: $5, 12 and
under free. Info: Joe (727) 244-1341 or

www.regalrailways.com.

November 3-4, 2012
SYRACUSE, NY - 38th Annual Great New
York Model Train Fair, Fairgrounds. 10a 5p,
Adm: $8, 15 and under free. Info:
www.modeltrainfair.com or (315) 451-6551.

November 4, 2012
GAITHERSBURG, MD — 7th Annual
Model Train Show, Montgomery County
Fairgrounds. 9a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free.
Info: Charles Miller (703) 536-2954,

rrshows@aol.com or www.gserr.com.

November 10, 2012
ST. CLOUD, MN - Granite City Trade
Show, National Guard Armory, 1710
Veterans Dr. 10a-3p, Adm: $5, 12 and under
free. Info: edwardolson@cloudnet.com or
www.granitecitytrainshow.com.

COLUMBIA, MO - Ozark Div. TCA Open
Show & Swap Meet, Knights of Columbus
Hall, 2525 N. Stadium Blvd. 10a-3p, Adm:
$3, under 12 free. Info: Richard Malon
(573) 445-2446

November 10-11, 2012
MONROEVILLE, PA — Greenberg’s Train
& Toy Show, Convention Center, 209 Mall
Blvd. 10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free.
Info: Greenberg Show, (630) 279-4087,
Staff@GreenbergShows.com,

www.GreenbergShows.com.

ALLENTOWN, PA — First Frost Train Meet,
Fairgrounds, 302 N. 17th St. Sat. 9a-4p,

Sun. 9a-3p, Adm: $7, under 12 free w/adult.
Info: (610) 821-7886 or

www.allentowntrainmeet.com.

November 11, 2012
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY — Hudson Valley
RR Society 41st Annual RR Exposition,
Mid-Hudson Civic Center. 10a-3p, Adm:
$5, student/senior $4, under 12 $2. Info:
Denny Evaul (845) 297-0901.

November 17, 2012
PORT RICHEY, FL — Model Train Show &
Swap Meet, Knights of Columbus, 5850
Knights of Columbus Dr. 10a-4p, Adm: $4,
12 and under free. Info: Joe (727) 244-1341

or www.regalrailways.com.

November 17-18, 2012
WILLMINGTON, MA — Greenberg’s Train
& Toy Show, Shriners Auditorium, 99
Fordham Rd. 10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12
free. Info: Greenberg Shows, (630) 279-4087,
Staff@GreenbergShows.com,

www.GreenbergShows.com.

November 18, 2012
ALBANY, NY - Mountain Toy & RR Club
Swap Meet, Polish Community Center,
Washington Ave. Ext. and Rapp Rd. 9a-2p,
Adm $5. Info: George Washburn
(518) 828-7902.

MILWAUKEE, WI — Lionel RR Club All
Gauge Swap Meet, Clarion Hotel, 5311 S.
Howell Ave. 8a-12p, Adm: $4, under 13 free
w/adult. Info: Art Oseland (414) 764-5375.

K & P BRICK & BUILDING CO.
Coal Mine Kits

Available in O, ON30 and S Gauge
KP4814 KP4815 KP4816
* Craftsman kits

* Most parts cut
to length

Send S.A.S.E. for
more information

79 Hidden Hill Farm Ln.  York, Pa 17403-9363  717-747-0493

0 GAUGE RAILROADING OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2012 95


http://www.regalrailways.com
http://www.modeltrainfair.com
mailto:rrshows@aol.com
http://www.gserr.com
mailto:edwardolson@cloudnet.com
http://www.granitecitytrainshow.com
mailto:Staff@GreenbergShows.com
http://www.GreenbergShows.com
http://www.allentowntrainmeet.com
http://www.regalrailways.com
mailto:Staff@GreenbergShows.com
http://www.GreenbergShows.com
www.plasticvilleusa.org
www.dixieunionstation.com
www.aaronscitytrains.com

AZ Mesa
Specializing in 0,027& MTH Gauge One, MTH, Lionel, Atlas 0.
Closed Sun. Email: sales@arizonatraindepot.com.
TOLL FREE - 877-777-1444

ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT
755 McKellips Rd Ste 5 480-833-9486
www.arizonatraindepot.com

CA Burbank
So. Cal's leading "0" Gauge store!
3rd Rail, Centerline, GarGraves, QSIndustries,
TM Books & Videos, Woodland Scenics.

TRAIN SHACK
1030 N Hollywood Way 818-842-3330
www.trainshack.com

CA Culver Cit
"Magnificent!" "Beautiful!" "The Best!"
Our customer's words, not ours.
Largest train store ever built! 3 miles north of LAX

ALLIED MODEL TRAINS
4371 Sepulveda Blvd 310-313-9353
www.alliedmodeltrains.com

CA Yuba Cit:
Williams entire catalog in stock. Same day shipping.
Written order confirmations. Huge inventory of tinplate,
Hi-rail 0, 027, books, videos, tools and supplies.

WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave, Ste 203 530-673-6776
www.westerndepot.com

CO Louisville
Full Service Train Store specializing in 0 Gauge
Authorized Lionel service center. Other scales available.
Mon-Wed 10-6, Thur-Sat 10-7 closed Sunday.

TIM'S TOY TRAINS
1140 E South Boulder Rd 303-666-5468
www.timstoytrains.com

CT Brookfield
Lionel, MTH, LGB, Kato, Atlas & Walthers HO & N.
Buy & repair old trains Hours. Tue. thru Sun 10:30 - 4:30

RAILWORKS, INC

457 Federal Rd 203-797-8386

CT Cos Cob
Well rounded store featuring special orders.
M- 9:30 to 5:30. Closed Sunday.

ANN'S HOBBY CENTER
405 E Putman Ave 203-869-0969

FL Orlando
0 scale and Lionel.
Factory authorized Lionel repair station.

COLONIAL PHOTO & HOBBY INC.
634 N Mills St 407-841-1485
www.colonialphotohobby.com

FL Pensacola
Al scales - Buy, Trade and Sell. Operating Layouts.
Tuesday through Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N Palafox St. 850-478-8584
www.trains-usa.com

FL Sarasota
Trains! Trains! Trains!
Operating 0 gauge layout.
Mon-Thu 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-5.

GULF COAST MODEL RAILROAD
3222 Clark Rd 941-923-9303
www.gcmrr.com

FL Tampa Bay Area
Florida's largest train store. Lionel and MTH authorized service
centers. One of the most unique train stores in the world.
Open 7 days.

H & R TRAINS INC
6901 US Highway N
www.hrtrains.com

727-526-4682

IL Berwyn
Largest selection of 3-rail 0 gauge trains in Chicagoland.
In store layout. Authorized Value-Added dealer & service.
Open 6 days

BERWYN'S TOY TRAINS
7025 Ogden Ave 708-484-4384
www.berwynstoytrains.com

IL Bloomington
Large selection of G, Standard Gauge, 0,
2-Rail 0 and HO gauge trains.
Lionel, MTH, Atlas 0, Williams, Woodland Scenics.

HOBBYLAND, INC
616 N Main St 309-828-1442
www.hobbylandfunstore.com

IL Chicago
Largest variety of 3-rail, K-Line Superstore.
Repairs done in-house. Books & video tapes.
Service is the key to our success. Give us a call.

CHICAGOLAND HOBBY
6017 Northwest Hwy 773-775-4848
www.chicagoland-hobby.com

KS Overland Park
0, S, HO, N, G and Z scales. Lionel and MTH authorized service
center. New,used and vintage trains and memoriablia.
Lionel, MTH, AF, Marklin and LGB

FRED'S TRAIN SHOP
7327 W 80th St 913-383-3500
www.fredstrainshop.com

MD Forest Hill
Model Trains & Accessories. All gauges and makes.
Hi-Rail & Scale bought, sold and repaired.

Railroad Gifts!

FOREST HILL STATION
15 E Jarrettsville Rd 410-893-1089

MD Gaithersburg
Trains and more serving your creative needs.
Primarily 0 and HO, scenery and tools. Order N & G.
Authorized repairs and upgrades available.

ENGINE HOUSE HOBBIES-GAITHERSBURG
1A East Diamond Ave 301-590-0816
www.enginehousehobbies.net

MD Mount Air
Al gauges G to Z. Lionel, Fiyer, American Models, LGB, Marklin,
Atlas. Trains, accessories & scenic materials. Since 1910. Visit
our website!

TRAIN DEPOT
6 S Main St 301-607-8155

www.traindepotmd.com

MD Thurmont
We speak fluent 0 Gauge. Atlas 0, GarGraves, K-Line,
Lionel, MTH, Weaver. We buy collections.
email - trainspi@aol.com

CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN TRAINS
3 West Main St 301-271-5491
www.cmtrains.com

Ml  Watervliet
Michigan's largest Hobby Shop with 12,000 Sq Ft.
New and Used. Open Tues - Fri 12-6, Sat 9-6

Closed Sunday and Monday

BOB'S HOBBY AND COLLECTOR SHOP
115 N Main St 269-463-7452
www.bobshobbyshop.com

MO St. Louis
Lionel & American Flyer Specialists.
Large selection at discount prices. We buy, sell and repair.
Value-added Dealer & Service Station.

ELECTRIC TRAIN OUTLET
9517 Page Blvd 314-428-2211
www.electrictrainoutlet.com/

NC Spencer
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, K-Line, G, HO, N, Z, books & videos!
Al discounted. Buy, sell & trade.
Tuesday through Saturday - 10:00 to 5:30

LITTLE CHOO CHOO SHOP
500 S Salisbury Ave 800-334-CHOO
www. littlechoochooshop.com

NC Winston-Salem
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, K-Line, Sunset/3rd Rail. Large
selection of older MTH. Store layout.
First in 0 gauge! Mon-Sat 10 to 6.

TRAIN LOFT
4007-B Country Club Rd
www.trainloft.com

336-760-9817

NJ Aberdeen
MTH Mega Station HO, N and 0 Gauge.
Tin Plate and Standard Gauge. Sales and Service.
Open 7 days

HOBBY SHOP-ABERDEEN
1077 -C Route 34 732-583-0505
www.hobbyshopnj.com

NJ Cedar Grove
Authorized Marklin, Lionel, Sales.
LGB, 027, HO, N and Z scale trains.
Sales and Service!

TONY'S TRAIN TOWN-CEDAR GROVE
575 Pompton Ave 973-857-2337
www.tonystraintown.com

NJ Forked River
We are a Lionel value added dealer. Also a Lionel authorized
service station. Bachmann HO trains, Lionel Trains, Woodland
Stenits products. Tue-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

ALL ABOARD TRAINS-FORKED RIVER
118 N Main St. Unit 2 609-693-2552
www.allaboardtrainsandhobbies.com

NJ Newton
Authorized Lionel and MTH sales & service. New & used .Trains-
in a friendly place.
Tues - Sat 10 AM -5 PM Thurs. Evening Until 8 PM

FEELS LIKE HOME LLC
185 Spring St 973-383-9100
www.feelslikehomeonline.com

NJ Pt Pleasant Beach
Lionel Value Added Dealer, authorized MTH Retailer. A Complete
Model RR Store with expert repair & service.
N, HO, S and O Gauge. New location open 7 days a week.

THE TRAIN ROOM
715 Arnold Ave 732-892-5145
www.trainroomnj.com

NJ Somerville
Al scales N thru G, Open Tues-Fri 11-7 Sat 11-5 Sun 12-4
Also stock Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics, Scenic Express,
Atlas, Lionel, MTH. Custom orders encouraged.

BIG LITTLE RR SHOP

NJ Totowa
Lionel, K-Line, GarGraves, Atlas. Ameri-Towne Buildings.
Authorized Lionel Service Station.
New and Used. Buy and Sell.

WALKER'S HARDWARE

NJ Vineland
Lionel Value Added Dealer/Auth. Service Center.
H0,0 & G Scales Thomas & Friends RR.
Track, Scenery. Buildings, Ready to Run Sets

TRAINS-N-THINGS-VINELAND

NV Las Vegas
Lionel, MTH trains and accessories. New and used.
Buy, sell, repair. Value-Added Dealer and Service Station.

TRAIN ENGINEER

63 W Main St 908-685-8892 | 294 Union Blvd 973-942-2694 | 936 E Weymouth Rd 856-697-8844 | 2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754
www.biglittle.com www.trainsnthings.com
NY Schenectady OH Akron OH Avonlake OH Burbank

Lionel, Weaver, MTH, G gauge.
Open Monday thru Saturday 10-6,
Thursday & Friday until 7.

MOHAWK VALLEY RAILROAD CO LLC
2037 Hamburg St 518-372-9124
www.mohawkrailroadmodelstore.com

A MASSIVE amount of 0 Gauge trains.
We specialize in hard to find MTH and Lionel trains.
Wed - Fri 11-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5

AARON'S CITY TRAINS
587 Grant St. 234-678-3482
www.aaronscitytrains.com

3 Rail, 2 Rail and 0 Gauge Accessories
Quality Customer Service

UNCLE RAY'S TRAINS
32961 Pinoak Pkwy Suite 3 440-933-0609
www.uncleraystrainsoh.com

Authorized Lionel Dealer. MTH, 3rd Rail, Williams and Weaver.
HO, 0 gauge and Standard Gauge trains.
Large in-store layout. Buy and Trade.

SMITHVILLE MODEL TRAINS
7717 Rice Hill Road 419-846-1400

OH Mason (Cincinnati)
Full service trains, all scales new and old
bought, sold and traded.

DIXIE UNION STATION
110 W Main St 513-459-0460
www.dixieunionstation.com

OH Oberlin (W. Clev.)
Where the bull stays in the barn
and the train rolls down the track.
Authorized MTH Service & Demo Center

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd 440-774-2131
www.stockyardexpress.com

ON Mississauga
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, GarGraves. Operating layouts.
Authorized repair centre. Used Marx, AF and Lionel.
We buy and appraise collections. Wide selection, all trains.

CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY CO LTD
2900 Argentia Rd #24 800-464-1730
WWW.CVICo.com

PA Elizabethtown
Lionel authorized value added dealer SS#250
See our large selection of Lionel trains
M&T12-6Th12-9Fi12-5Sat10-4

BARRY'S TRAIN SHOP

2 W High St 717-367-4745
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PA Imperial
MTH, Lionel, Kline, Atlas-0, Gargraves, USA Trains,
scenery supplies, repairs. 0, HO and G Scales.

Collections bought. Large MTH Inventory.

IMPERIAL TRAIN CO.
450 Penn Lincoln Dr 724-695-7552
www.imperialtrainco.com

PA Leola
0, 027, HO, S. Authorized Lionel Service Station #344.
Buy, sell, trade, repair and restore toy trains.

CONESTOGA HOBBIES
321 E Main St 717-656-0666

PA Mercer
Spedializing in all 0 Scale needs from track, scenery and Artista
figures. Premier MTH and 3rd Rail brass locomotives. Stop by
and see our 21'x10' fully detailed DCS & TMCC layout.

MERCER JUNCTION
151 N Diamond St 724-662-1110
www.mercerjunction.com

PA New Castle
Buy/sell/trade,repait all types of trains. Giant Lionel miniature
village display during holidays. M,W,F 12-5, Sat 10-4 Holiday
Hrs. M-S 12-9, Su 12-5. Since 1985

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd 724-652-4912
www.undergroundrrshop.com

PA Strasburg
From trains to scenery, everything for the layout builder.
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Open 7 days.
Next to Choo Choo Barn.

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
Rte 741 E 717-687-7911
www.etrainshop.com

PA  Summerhill
We specialize in MTH 0 Gauge trains
Mon & Fri 10-9, Tue, Wed, Thur, Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5

JASON'S TRAIN SHOP
641 New Germany Rd 814-495-4329
www.jasonstrainshop.com

PA York
Train specialists in 0, HO, S and standard gauge.
Most diversified selection of MTH in mid-atlantic region.
Loaded, one of Americas 10 best shops.

B & E JUNCTION
17 Market St 717-699-1234

QC Montreal-Nord

Factory-trained service center for Lionel and MTH.
Operating Layout. Kato, Carrera. HO and N scales available.

MAX TRAINS
3875 Rue Monselet 514-322-8626
www.maxtrains.com

UT Salt Lake City
Al scales available. Five operating layouts. Scenery supplies,
paint, DCC. Buy and sell all scales.
Hours 10-6 M - S Closed Sunday. All major Credit cards.

WA Tacoma
Large selection of 0 gauge trains, stenery, paints & tools.
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.

WI Green Bal
Lionel, MTH, Atlas 0, Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics.
Books, videos, magazines. Buy-Sell-Trade-Repair.
M 12-7, T-F 10-5. § 10-2. Nov - Mar

-Your store name, address, phone
number, and website in each issue

- Display up to four logos featuring
the top manufacturers in the hobby

*Includes 150 characters of copy

- Your website linked to the
0GR website

-Ads listed by state, making it easier
for readers to find your location

TRAIN SHOPPE
470 S 900 East Suite 1 801-322-2729
www.trainshoppeslic.com

TACOMA TRAINS & HOBBIES
3813 North 26th St 253-756-7517
www.tacoma-trains.com

GB TRAIN SHOP
1353 Velp Ave 920-496-9697
www.railtycoon.com

Have Your Dealership Listed Here for Only
$140 a Year!

Call: 1-800-980-6477 for Details

RUN 259 SPECIALS!

Prices good from September 1, 2012 thru October 31, 2012
#877 Savings and Loan

* Complete kits, ready to assemble
* 6” x 6” footprint, approximately 9” high
« All kits include:

Window graphics

Clear acetate sheets

Sidewalks
* Textured brick walls in red brick polystyrene
« Combine two kits into a 5 or 6-story building
¢ Kits unpainted, paint not included
 Easy to kitbash!

$2995 each plus s/h

Runnin’ That New River Train

Ride in the cab of the 765 with
Engineer Rich Melvin & Fireman
Kim Besecker on a ride through the
New River Gorge. You’ll ride in the
cab and on the tender, see beautiful
runbys and pacing scenes. Learn
how a big steam engine works; how
it’s run and how it’s fired.

60 minutes

$1 495 each plus s/h

Shipping and Handling Charges
United States Foreign
$1 -850 . $9.00 S/H....... $18.00 S/H
$50 - $100 .. $11.00 S/H.......$22.00 S/H
CALL 800-980-6477 $100 - $200........................ $13.00 S/H....... $26.00 S/H
Over $200 FREE FREE
OGR Publishing, Inc. Check us out at
33 Sheridan Road P —
WWW. u ]
Poland, OH 44514 “All major credit cards accepted” gaug
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www.bachmanntrains.com

Norfolk and Western TE-1 “Jawn Henry”’ Steam Turbine: In Brass, With Auxiliary Water Tender
The Legend of Jawn Henry made this locomotive one of folklore. Sunset Models is bringing only 60 of these models to life.
Don’t miss this one of a kind model. Also available will be the N&W Water Tender, used behind both the Y6s and the N&W.

The First Diesel /Electric: FL-9
NH -Metro North - Penn Central - Amtrak
“NH Historical Society Members have
signed off on this design. Accurate.”

Expertly Crafted, ABS Bodies, Full Cab
Interior, Canon Powered, ERR CRUISE,
SMOKE, TMCC, LEGACY COMPATIBLE
ALL UNITS POWERED
SUPER TRACTION
Coming Late 2012, Reserve Yours Today.

Great Northern O-8 Mikado

Great Northern started by converting M-2 2-6-8-
0Os to O-7 Mikados, changing the boiler made
them O-8s, This final configuration was very
successful for the Great Northern. Notice the
dual air pumps on the smoke box front. Glacier
Green Boiler. Choose Open or Closed Cab.
COMING FALL 2012 for $1499.95.

N&W CLASS M “MOLLIES”

Choose from 3 variations:

High Headlight #475 “Strasburg” 10K Tender
High Headlight #475 “N&W” 10K Tender

Middle Headlight (3 eng no.) 12K Tender
ERR CRUISE - TMCC/ LEGACY COMPATIBLE

Coming Fall 2012 or $1199.95

Santa Fe 2900 Class 4-8-4:AT&SF used the 4-8-4s
for passenger service. Since its main line stretched
over 2200 miles (Chicago to California), the AT&SF
had a real need for excellent motive power. The 2900
class were th Heaviest Northerns ever built. Models
come with both extended and standard smoke stack.
3 Rail has ERR Cruise, TMCC, Nothern Railsounds,
Legacy. SO DETAILED AND 2 RAIL IS SOLD OUT!
$1499.95 In Stock Now, Only a few left. CALL NOW

HIRD RAIL DIVISI ON OF SUNSET MoDELS IN
22 Beta Court - San Ramon, CA - 94583 - 925-820-7701 - fax 925-820-7709 - www. 3rdra|I com
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