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When Don McCuaig was planning his layout, he wanted a great
track plan, spectacular scenery, and locomotives and rolling stock
specific to the railroads and era he enjoyed most. But he also
wanted his rail line and the adjoining town to have a reason for
existing. A young shutterbug who once lived in the town on Don’s
layout guides us on a tour of high-country railroading along the
Milwaukee Road’s gap between electrified sections, where steam
power was still used.
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Encyclopedia Britannica defines unit train as a “...freight train
composed of cars carrying a single type of commodity that are all
bound for the same destination.” I’ve long been a fan of such trains,
both the prototype variety and as seen in the modeled world.
There’s something about a train made up of a single type of rolling

stock, be it refrigerator cars, tank cars, hoppers, auto carriers, or
something else, that just seems unified, purposeful, and “right.” It
represents the movement of large quantities of some single com-
modity en masse —something no competing form of transporta-
tion can replicate on the same scale.

Consider the Unit Train

A unit train of petroleum products snakes its way through some of the striking scenery on Anton Wilson’s layout, which was featured in Run 236, June/July 2009. 
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Stop by the OGR On-Line Forum at www.ogaugerr.com . . . THE place on the web to talk about O gauge trains!

U.S. railroads advanced the unit train concept in the 1950s in
an effort to provide lower shipping rates and faster service that
would help them more effectively compete with the trucking
industry. Since a unit train is a dedicated carrier in the sense that
it hauls a specific type of freight to a specific destination, with no
switching or transfers involved along the way, there are significant
savings in both time and money—an attractive prospect for both
the carrier and the customer (particularly high-volume cus-
tomers). Many prototype railroads today conduct and still actively
promote unit train operations: coal via the NS, grain on the
BNSF, and the popular CSX “Juice Train” for Tropicana Products
are just a few of the contemporary examples.

In the world of O gauge model railroading, it seems to me that
the unit train concept transfers rather nicely to our smaller
empires, especially if one is modeling a theme focused on service
to a particular industry or the transport of a particular commodity
or simply enjoys collecting rolling stock of a particular type.

My own O gauge modeling interests are geared toward some-
what disparate prototypes: the contemporary Alaska Railroad and
the fallen flag Southern Railway, with a bit of U.S. Army
Transportation Corps action thrown in for good measure. How
that diverse mix became the focus of my modeling is another story,
but in the course of researching the history of those railroads, I
rather quickly learned that unit trains were, and in some cases
remain, an important part of their respective operations.

I’ve also found unit trains to be a fine way to both operate and
display a couple of distinctive types of rolling stock that have
tended to accumulate in my collection. For example, I am partial
to tank cars and, over time, have accumulated a good number of
them. I can’t really say what attracted me to tank cars some years
ago; I just happen to like them. In any event, since the Alaska
Railroad is one of my favorite real railroads, and since about half
of that railroad’s freight revenue results from the transport of
petroleum products including gasoline and jet fuel, there was a
kind of unplanned natural fit that merged those two interests.

The Southern Railway, my other prototype road of interest, is
generally credited with initiating the coal unit train, and that
meshes quite nicely with my fondness for hopper cars. Coal always
was an important commodity in regions served by the Southern,
and it remains an important revenue source now for the present-
day Norfolk Southern.

Since the U.S. Army Transportation Corps had close connec-
tions with both of my favorite railroads, and with the Alaska
Railroad in particular, even my military railroading interests can
be logically supported by unit trains. The armed forces, and the
Army in particular, have for many years transported war materiel,
supplies, and troops via such dedicated trains.

And there are certainly other types of unit trains commonly
seen in the U.S. now or in earlier years. They may haul aggregate,
wheat, corn, molten and finished metal products, refrigerated
foodstuffs, the U.S. Mail, and even garbage, along with any num-
ber of other materials and products.

Since unit trains are dedicated to transport of a sole commod-
ity, the cars are generally all of the same type, with the only varia-
tion being in the liveries they bear. So you might model a unit
train comprised of a full string of colorful Santa Fe billboard
reefers or nearly identical NS hoppers, or you might do as I do and
assemble an entire consist with just one type of car, but including
rolling stock representative of a variety of different roads or firms.

About the only limitation to the unit train concept experi-
enced in the modeled world relates to train length. The most
lucrative prototype unit trains are usually quite long, but that’s not
always practical or even possible in our miniature worlds. About
10 cars or so is pretty much the maximum on my modest-sized
pike. Still, I really do enjoy seeing those cohesive consists rolling
along, and once my Alaska Southern has its oil field in place—
thanks to the half-dozen Lionel oil derricks in my collection—
those trains will have a real purpose for being. 

As to the unit train, chances are you’re already running one or
more on your layout. If not, it’s something worth considering.
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Product Announcements

Atlas O Founders Series USRA 0-6-0 
During WWI, Alco and Baldwin built
over 250 USRA 0-6-0 switchers, which
worked for years on a number of class 1
railroads as well as on short lines. The die-
cast 1:48 scale model of the USRA six-cou-
pled switcher from Atlas O’s Founders
Series includes separately applied whistle
and bell cords, individual boiler pipes,
opening cab windows and roof hatches, crew figures, truck chains on the tender, and details specific to the owner railroad. Road names for
this release of the 0-6-0 are the Burlington, Pennsylvania, Raritan River (shown), Union Pacific, and Wheeling & Lake Erie. 3-rail engines fea-
ture TMCC with EOB speed control, RailSounds 4.0, smoke, and operating coil couplers for $679.00. 2-rail Gold Editions include a smoke
unit and a QSI Quantum System for $679.00, while 2-rail Silver Editions for owner-installed DCC are $569.00. See your Atlas O dealer.

CP Rail Reefer
Canadian Car is producing a prototypical Canadian Pacific
Railway refrigerator car in both 2-rail and 3-rail. Manufactured for
Canadian Car by Atlas O, the highly detailed 53´ 6˝ wood express
reefer will be available in spring 2011 for $75.00 plus $10.00 ship-
ping ($4.00 shipping per additional car ordered). To order, make
check payable to “Mark Horne” and send to: Canadian Car, c/o
Mark Horne, 16266 26th Ave., Surrey, BC, Canada V3S 6Z3. For
additional information, send e-mail to mlhorne@shaw.ca or call
604-761-1500 evenings.

Regional Scenery Items
Scenic  Expres s  has
responded to customers
seeking more scenery
items specific to the
western and southwest-
ern U.S. in particular.
The Southwest Adobe
Scene  wi th  Ri s t r a s
#CA0607 pictured here
is among the new items
being offered. Another
is Southwest Desert
Scene #CA0602 with
5-1/2˝ saguaro cactus
centered among brightly colored southwest flowers and vegetation.
Two Rocky Mountain scenes are available. One includes pines
#CA0600, and a second features blue spruce trees #CA0606. These
and other new landscaping scenes are handcrafted by Creative
Accents exclusively for Scenic Express. All scenes retail for $29.99
each. To shop or to download the latest Scenic Express catalog, visit
www.scenicexpress.com or call 724-468-3851. 

King Kullen Boxcar
The Railroad Museum of Long Island is offering a commemora-
tive boxcar decorated for King Kullen Grocery Co., recognized as
the nation’s first supermarket chain. The Lionel 6464-style O
gauge boxcar No. 6-52577 features a split-door design, die-cast
trucks, and colorful graphics. Production is limited to advance
orders. Profits will go to the operating maintenance and upkeep
of the museum. Orders must be received by May 12, 2011, with
anticipated delivery in early December 2011. Cost is $62.00 in
U.S. funds, with shipping and restricted membership included.
Canadian and foreign orders add $10.00 extra for shipping.
Checks should be made out to LITTLE (Long Island Toy Train
Locomotive Engineers) and mailed to: LITTLE, Box 1124,
Southold, NY 11971. Visit www.RMLI.org for information about
the museum.
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Divco Delivery Truck
(Derelict Version) 
Diecast Direct, under its
America Heritage Models
banner, offers a variety of
1:43 scale die-cast models of
the popular multistop deliv-
ery trucks built by the
Detroit Industrial Vehicle
Company before and after
WWII. The latest addition
to the lineup is this derelict version, which represents a truck long out of use and aban-
doned. As is typical with abandoned vehicles, small parts such as mirrors have been
pilfered over the years, and the model is heavily weathered. Additional suggestions to
customize such vehicles include flattening the tires or breaking windows. Consider 
creating a Divco graveyard with these vehicles. They sell for $19.95 each, but by pur-
chasing four or more of them, the price is only $15.00 each. Order from Diecast
Direct, 3005 Old Lawrenceburg Rd., Frankfort, KY 40601; 800-718-1866;
www.diecastdirect.com/ogr. 

RMT Catalog
In March 2010, RMT/Ready Made Trains
joined with Aristo-Craft to form RMT by
Aristo-Craft. During that summer, RMT by
Aristo-Craft secured the use of much former
Marx, Kusan, and K-line O and O27 gauge 
3-rail tooling from the Sanda Kan factory in
China. These classic toy trains will now become
part of the expanded RMT product line. A
recently released 24-page full-color catalog
shows many of these new items. Multiple road
names, multiple-number road name sets,
buildings, and the reintroduction of the K-Line
Super-Snap tubular track line are among the
highlights. Send $5.00 (U.S. shipping

included) to RMT, P.O. Box 173, Bloomsbury, NJ 08804; www.readymadetoys.com.

Cool 40́  
Refrigerator Cars
Now  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m
Williams by Bachmann
are new 40´ refrigerator
cars in five colorful liveries.
These cars feature newly
tooled Bettendorf trucks
with a hidden uncoupling

mechanism. Decorated with prototypical graphics, the Traditional Line cars are 10˝
long by 3-1/2˝ high and feature a durable ABS plastic shell; die-cast trucks; and metal
frame, wheels, and brake wheel. The cars will negotiate O27 curves. Liveries available
include the Riverside Milk Dairy (#47459) pictured here, Dairymen’s League
(#47458), A.C. Dole & Son (#47460), Dogfish Head IPA (#47461), and Bricktown
Brewery (#47462). Suggested retail price is $47.95 per car. See them at Williams by
Bachmann retailers or at www.bachmanntrains.com.
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Postwar Lionel DVDs
Bob Osterhoff has two new DVDs for Lionel enthusiasts. First is the Lionel Postwar
Advance Catalogs Complete Set 1946-1969 that offers a unique full-color reference
for the complete range of hard-to-find advance dealer catalogs. The DVD includes
nearly 1,000 pages of catalogs and a bonus section of scarce postwar catalog inserts and
the super-rare Spring 1946 and spiral-bound 1950 anniversary advance dealer cata-
logs. Price is $40.00 plus $2.00 shipping. The second DVD is the Lionel Postwar
Instruction Sheets Volume II, Accessories and Outfits (Sets). This DVD provides a com-
prehensive basic reference for 46 popular postwar train sets and 80 different acces-
sories. The DVD includes over 340 pages of instruction sheets and original
documentation plus a bonus of rare 1950–1959 Lionel service bulletins. Price is
$14.00 plus $2.00 shipping. Both DVDs provide PDF files viewable by Web browsers
on Windows or Mac computers. Available directly from Bob Osterhoff, 1622 Garden
Valley Dr., Wildwood, MO 63038; www.trainpaper.com; 636-458-3659.

CHECK OUR
WEB

www.trainstop.com
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How would you like to show your trains and layout to your fellow O gauge railroaders? 
You can take your photos using a digital camera capable of at least 3.3 megapixels set to the best JPEG image. Please send only original, 
unedited JPEG files. Color prints of 4˝x 6˝ or larger are also fine. Be sure to include brief notes about the trains in the photos and any other 
information you’d like to share, such as the size of your layout, unique scenery, make of track, power supply or control system, and so forth. 

We are looking for quality photography with good lighting and clear images; however, on-camera flash photos are generally not acceptable. Send your
photo, CD, or prints to Readers’ Rails, 33 Sheridan Road, Poland, Ohio 44514-1680. Or you can e-mail your image and text files to editor@ogaugerr.com.

Your Trains and Layouts

Drew Madere grew up in Louisiana. His
11́ x 20́ layout in Mobile, Alabama, rekin-
dles memories of boyhood years when he
walked along the rails of the Illinois
Central Gulf Railroad, did some crawfish-
ing alongside Kansas City Southern
tracks, and saw the Southern Pacific in
action around New Orleans. The layout has
Lionel TMCC and Legacy command control.
His wife, Paula, helped paint the nicely
done sky backdrop for the layout located in
their 20́ x 24́  garage. Drew’s layout will
be featured in an upcoming issue.

Dennis Livesey provided this photo
and preview of what we will see
when we revisit noted O-gauger
Phil Klopp’s spectacular layout.
This layout has appeared in numer-
ous hobby publications and videos,
and Phil continually implements
changes and improvements, which
we plan to explore in depth. 
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A Lionel GE hybrid diesel locomotive takes an
exhaustive test run on Steve Kudiba’s layout.
The colorful engine is showing off its capabilities
in front of the mountain that Steve built to
cover the entrance to his network of staging
tracks under the table.

This is Paul Jann’s third appearance in “Readers’
Rails.” The logging portion of his layout was
seen in Run 238, October/November 2009, and
a scene from his mining operation appeared in
Run 242, April/May 2010. Next up by popular
demand from our readers is full-blown coverage
of Paul’s entire rail empire. Coming soon! 

David Kleine lives in Hobart, Indiana,
and runs a mix of 2-rail and 3-rail on
his home layout. David is partial to
military models for his rolling stock
loads. The nicely detailed tank on the
flatcar is a Tamiya 1:48 scale kit that
David built, painted, and weathered. 
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Product Reviews

Atlas O C628 and C630 Diesels
Review and Photos by George Brown

When I first learned that Atlas O
scheduled a rerun of its Alco Century
C628 and C630 diesel locomotives, I
immediately called to order one for review
on these pages. I initially planned working
with just a C628, but during my conversa-
tion with Atlas O’s Vice President, Jim
Weaver, he suggested I also
take a look at a C630 with
its characteristic aftercooler
housing on top of the
hood. And then an unpow-
ered or dummy C628 came
into the picture, too.

This review was espe-
cially fascinating for me
because of the numerous
p h y s i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s
between the two 1:48 scale
models of the big Alco six-
axle Century diesels. As I
researched the real locomo-
tives, the models got more
fascinating. However, it
quickly became obvious

that the real Century diesels and especially
the heavy and powerful C628s and C630s
were not highly regarded by their owner
railroads. But regardless, those snub-nosed
freight haulers inspired the impressive and
handsome models shown in Photo 1. The
Southern Pacific engine is a C630, while

the leaner-looking one in Lehigh Valley’s
striking snowbird livery is a C628.

Prototype Notes

Alco’s C628 developed 2750 hp from
its turbocharged 4-cycle V16 model 251C

prime mover, while the
C630 generated 3000 hp.
In the early 1960s’ horse-
power race between Alco,
EMD, and GE, the six-axle
Alco Century diesels were
in the lead by a full length.

Several versions of the
early C628s rolled out of
Alco’s Schenectady shops
in what railfans called
phases. The earliest or
phase 1 units featured rain
shields covering the induc-
tion air intake grilles, short
access doors on the side of
the hood below the exhaust
stack, and a full-width V

1

2
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cab front. Later phases eliminated the
rain shields, raised the height of the
short access doors, and revised the cab
front. The full-width V narrowed to
the width of the two center windshields
with flat panels placed in front of the
engineer and conductor stations. With
this cab change, the crew’s front door
opened against the left side handrails
instead of against the nose hood.

Appliances such as the front head-
light housings, horns, sandbox fills,
and footboards varied according to
each railroad’s order. However, stan-
dard equipment on Century diesel cabs
were three pairs of white, green, and
red lights above the number boards
that could be turned on as necessary for
classification lights or marker lamps.

On the C630, the aftercooler hous-
ing along with the requisite grille and
radiator visually distinguished it from a
C628. Internally, a GE alternator made

the C630 the first U.S. locomotive to
use an alternator-rectifier transmission.
This transmission gave the C630 its
extra 250 hp over the C628. But in
spite of their awesome power for the
times, the Century diesels simply were
not reliable. Sadly, they were Alco’s last
gasp with locomotive production at
Schenectady ending in 1969.

Construction and Features

Hallmarks of Atlas O Master Line
locomotives are details that are unique
to the road name and also the type,
which in this case includes both the
C628 and C630. Photo 2 shows the
road-specific detail differences in the
pilots, cab fronts, headlights, sand fills,
and horns. Of course, the same sepa-
rately applied details also abound on
each model such as MU and brake
lines, coupler cut lever, hinged step

3
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plate, safety chain, grab irons, and
horns. Separate windshield wipers rest
against the flush windows that are real-
istically ringed with black paint simu-
lating rubber mounting gaskets.

The directional headlights are
warm white LEDs, while the appropri-
ate colored LED illuminates each of the
three pair of directional classification
and marker lights. White classification
lights are the outer pair, green the mid-
dle pair, and red markers the inner pair
closest to the headlight housing.

In Photo 3, the Lehigh Valley unit
correctly models the phase 1 C628
with the rain shield over the intake
grille. In contrast, the Southern Pacific
engine accurately presents the C630’s
aftercooler housing and intakes.

As with all Master Line locomo-
tives, each of the big Century diesels
has a die-cast frame, which adds weight

for traction and provides a rigid plat-
form for the model. Of course, this
frame is considerably more expensive to
produce and assemble than one stamped
from sheet steel. But as an owner of 
several Atlas O Master Line diesels, I
feel the results are worth the cost.

The cast frame and all metal trucks
with their die-cast replicas of the Alco
double drop equalizer side frames
(Photo 4) are common to both the
C628 and the C630. These side frames
have separately applied brake cylinders
and linkage, air and sand pipes, and
speed recorder cable. Although the
equalizer springs look as if they are sep-
arate, they are actually cast into the side
frame. Additionally, the unequal spac-
ing between the three axle journals of
each truck is dimensionally correct as is
the rest of the model. Inside the non-
opening window on each side of the cab

4

O Gauge Run248_BRD:Layout 2  11/29/10  3:06 PM  Page 25

www.megasteam.com
www.stockyardexpress.com


26 O  G A U G E  R A I L R O A D I N G   F E B R U A R Y  /  M A R C H   2 0 1 1

5

6

O Gauge Run248_BRD:Layout 2  11/29/10  3:06 PM  Page 26

www.btsrr.com
www.arttista.com
www.westerndepot.com


27O  G A U G E  R A I L R O A D I N G   F E B R U A R Y  /  M A R C H   2 0 1 1

is a figure representing the crewman.
Photo 5 shows the left front side

and back of the cab, along with the detail
around the cast metal fuel tank, which
held 2,000 gallons of diesel fuel on the
prototypes. The separate chain is for
the hand brake on the real diesels. I
especially liked the silver-trimmed cab
windows simulating aluminum frames
and the movable clear plastic wind
wings mounted on the side of the cab.

On the pilot at the back of the Alco
(Photo 6) are the same details as on the
front pilot in addition to the wire grab
irons, headlights, and marker lights. As
Photo 7 shows, the radiator fan hous-
ing snaps off for access to a slide switch
that selects either white or green classi-
fication lights. In this same area, a
metal clip holds a 9-volt alkaline bat-
tery for powering the RailSounds

through power interruptions or shut-
down. If you run the engine primarily
in command operation, installing the
battery, which Atlas ships in the box
with the engine, is not necessary.

Each truck includes two center-rail
pickup rollers and four traction tires, as
shown in Photo 8. Also visible are the
prototypically correct perforated steps
on the pilot casting and the command
and sound control switches on the
frame.

Mechanically and internally the
C628 and C630 are the same locomo-
tives. A DC can motor with a flywheel
powers all six wheels on each truck.
TrainMaster Command Control elec-
tronics, licensed from Lionel, control
the motors, lights, smoke unit, and
coil-operated couplers, while the
Engineer-on-Board motor driver board

7
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provides constant speed control. Lionel
RailSounds 4.0 electronics reproduce
sounds of the Alco prime mover, horns, bell,
coupler opening, and radio chatter.

Since I like to run multiple unit diesels,
an unpowered C628 with cab number 639
joined with our powered Lehigh Valley
number 638 (Photo 9). Except for a differ-
ent cab number and its lack of motors, elec-
tronics, and lights, the dummy unit was
identical to its powered counterpart includ-
ing the coil couplers. But without control
electronics, the dummy unit’s couplers were
inoperable. Adding a Mini Commander
EX board and white LEDs would give
command control over the coil couplers as
well as directional headlights, thereby
enabling the dummy to function fully with
its powered unit. “Smart Dummy Revisited”
in Run 238, October/November 2009,
chronicles installation and performance of
a Mini Commander EX board in an Atlas
O dummy diesel. If the two Lehigh Valley
snowbirds were mine, the dummy unit
would likely have the board and LEDs
installed in it by the time of this review.

I found all three of our review samples
a pleasure to study closely because of their
flawless paint and graphics. Of course the

two Lehigh Valley C628s were a perfect
visual match for each other. I was also
pleased that the Southern Pacific C630
matched my gray and red SP and Cotton
Belt Trainman RSD15s, which Atlas
released over three years ago.

At Trackside

For all intents, both powered models of
the big Alcos ran identically, which would
have surprised me if they hadn’t. With or
without a train and the dummy unit in
tow, startup was smooth as was the accel-

eration and deceleration to and from road
speed. Even though the EOB speed control
was designed for operation with the origi-
nal CAB-1 remote controller and command
base, it performed well with my Legacy
control system in either CAB-1 or TMCC
mode.

Because of the 16-3/4˝ between the
footboards and the three-axle trucks with
their long wheelbase, Atlas O specifies
O54 as the minimum 3-rail curve.
Operation was flawless as both powered
models and also the dummy unit rode the
Atlas O54 and O72 curves on the editorial

8
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Carpet Central Railroad. Additionally, the
two snowbird C628s tracked through my
Atlas O72 crossover switches forward as
well as in reverse with the surefootedness of
a pair of Grand Canyon trail mules, as did
the SP C630.

The fan-driven smoke unit generated
more than enough of the white vapor.
Thankfully, the smoke was white and not
black. If it were black, I could say without
reservation that the resulting sooty plumes
would be prototypically accurate represen-
tations of the Alco 251’s exhaust.

I was curious to see if the SP C630
would run successfully if coupled to the
pair of Trainman RSD15s I mentioned
earlier. Using the configuration commands
available with EOB, I turned the speed
control off and set the motor driver to 32
speed steps to match the operating param-
eters of the two Trainman engines. In a
nutshell, the TMCC lashup of the three

Alcos was operationally and visually a
complete success, so I enjoyed a train with
triple-headed SP road diesels over a span of
several evenings. It was during these run-
ning sessions that I witnessed an additional
benefit to the Master Line die-cast frame. I
should interject here that the RailSounds
4.0 system in the Master Line C630 is the
same as in the Trainman RSD15s.
Regardless, noticeably deeper and
throatier sounds of the prime mover
emanated from the cast-framed
C630 than from the two RSD15s
with their stamped steel frames. It
was a ferroequine audiophile’s nir-
vana, or as Kitty put it...noisy!

At the End of the Run

My several weeks with the pow-
ered and dummy C628s and the
powered C630 were all too short.

The Lehigh Valley snowbirds were a pair of
downright attractive locomotives, and as
to the SP engine...well, Southern Pacific is
one of my five favorite roads. Bottom line,
the big Alco Century diesels from Atlas O
get my highest accolade—the Green
Aspect Award for clear track ahead.

1333-4 Lehigh Valley C628 (powered)

1383-1 Lehigh Valley C628 (unpowered)

1328-2 Southern Pacific C630 (powered)

Retail price: $499.95 (powered), $229.95 (unpowered) at Atlas O dealers

Atlas O; atlaso.com

Atlas O C628-C630 Performance 
(smoke unit: off; sound: on; speed control: on)

Weight on Driving Wheels: 6 lbs, 2 oz

Weight of Unpowered Unit: 4 lbs, 15 oz

Distance Between Pickup Rollers:
1st and 2nd: 2˝
1st and 3rd: 7-3/4˝
1st and 4th: 9-3/4˝

Tractive Effort @ 18 VAC: 2 lbs, 8 oz @ 4.7 A, 84.6 W

Minimum Sustained Speed @ 18 VAC:
1 scale mph @ 2.2 A, 39.6 W

Maximum Tested Speed @ 18 VAC:
60 scale mph @ 1.2 A, 21.6 W

Test Train

15-car mixed freight; train weight 13 lbs; pull to move
train 7 oz; recent-production O scale cars from various
manufacturers

Be sure and visit  
our Web Store at

www.ogaugerr.com
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Whenever I hear or see the term On30
locomotive, I usually envision a small
steamer such as a 2-4-4 Forney, a 2-6-0
Mogul, or a 2-8-0 consolidation at the
largest. For an On30 steamer, the recently
released Bachmann Spectrum model of the
articulated 2-6-6-2 shown in Photo 1 is
huge at approximately 12-1/2˝ from front
to rear footboards. But even with this
length, the engine can negotiate tight 18˝
radius curves of HO track. For those of

you who are not familiar with On30, its
narrow-gauge trains are 1:48 scale, yet they
run on HO gauge track, which is approxi-
mately a scale 30˝ between the rails.

The prototype for the Bachmann 
2-6-6-2 rolled out of Baldwin Locomotive
Works in 1908, obviously built to pull
heavy loads. It was a compound, double-
expansion Mallet designed for work on
logging or mining railroads. Repairs or
modifications were frequently made in

backwoods operations to suit the
conditions at the time. As a

result, a particular locomotive’s
appearance changed over time

and  f requent l y  w i th  a
change in ownership. The

types of pilots, smoke-
stacks, and lights were

v i sua l ly  apparent
changes as was the

type of fuel used. In the early years follow-
ing the prototype’s construction, choices
for fuel were either wood or coal, while in
later years, oil probably proved viable in
the firebox.

Construction and Features

As  w i th  o the r  h i gh l y  de t a i l ed
Bachmann Spectrum locomotives, the 
2-6-6-2 has both plastic and die-cast com-
ponents. Separate piping, handrails, valve
rods, and coupler cut levers are the proper
size of wire, as shown in Photo 2, while the
bell and whistle lanyards are twine. Both
the front and rear engines have separate
brake shoes hanging between the drivers in
addition to full valve gear. Driver axle
springs are molded into the front and rear
frames, but they are difficult to see at nor-
mal viewing angles. 

Riding in front of the smokestack, the
operating headlight features a constant
brightness LED instead of an incandescent
bulb. A number plate decorates the smoke-
box front, while a legible builder’s plate is
on each side. Couplers on the pilot and
tender are Bachmann E-Z Mate Mark II,
which are the same as those mounted on
the company’s On30 rolling stock and also
its HO train products.

Bachmann Spectrum 
On30 Articulated 2-6-6-2

Review and Photos by George Brown

1
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Our evaluation sample is lettered
for the Pocahontas Lumber Co. #40
and is equipped with the simulated
wooden cab shown in Photo 3. All cab
windows have clear plastic glazing with
a sliding window on each side. Initially
I thought the roof vent opened and
closed, but it is fixed. However, the step
plate between the engine and tender is
hinged and also sl ides laterally.
Underneath each side of the cab is a
receptacle for wires from the tender.

Other available 2-6-6-2 models
with the simulated wooden cab are let-
tered for the Greenbrier and Big Run
Lumber Co. and the Colorado Mining
Co. A version of the 2-6-6-2 lettered
for Midwest Quarry & Mining has a
simulated steel cab. The most notice-
able difference between the two cabs is

the arched roof in the wooden version
and a flatter roof on the steel variant.
Unlettered models in all black or black
with red trim and white striping are
also available.

Inside the cab is the detailed back-
head with the separate plumbing and
painted gauges shown in Photo 4. On
each side of the cab is a seat box in its
proper place for a figure of a crewman,
which is not included. The industrial
green paint on the cab’s interior helps
to show off the details, but I have to
question if the real engine rolled off the
Baldwin erecting floor in 1908 with a
green cab interior or one painted all
black.

Inside the molded plastic boiler is
the small can motor with dual fly-
wheels and drive mechanisms to both

3
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the front and rear engines. Of course,
the rear engine frame is prototypically
fixed to the boiler, while the front
engine swings to negotiate curves in the
track. A universal joint connects the
rigidly mounted motor to the front
engine’s drive shaft.

The tender in Photo 5 rides on long
wheelbase arch bar type of trucks that,
according to Bachmann, are correct for
the prototype. A directional backup
light, with the same LED illumination
as the headlight, mounts on the left
rear corner of the water tank. The
photo also shows the tender’s factory-
installed fuel load of simulated coal. 

As with Bachmann’s other On30
locomotives, the 2-6-6-2 includes the
additional and optional plastic parts
shown in Photo 6. They are a tube
pilot, simulated wood fuel load, an oil
tank plus a sight glass housing that
replaces the firebox doors, three smoke-
stacks, and three sets of headlights
and backup lights. Not shown are
the different tender bulkheads for
each of the three types of fuel
loads. These parts are simple to
install and dramatically alter the
engine’s appearance. Compare
the customized engine in Photo
7 with the factory-assembled
engine shown in the previous
photos. 

Even though no instruc-
tions are available for installing
the conversion parts, a compre-
hensive, illustrated parts break-
down for the engine and tender
accompanies each locomotive.
This breakdown proved helpful
when I installed the oil fuel tank

with firebox sight glass, brass-capped
smokestack, visored headlight, and
tube pilot.

At Trackside

To run Pocahontas #40, I set up an
18˝ radius loop of Bachmann E-Z
Track on the floor in the OGR testing
lab…well, my train room actually.
Then the progression was to connect
the two cables between the tender and
engine, link the drawbar, and place the
engine and tender on the rails. One of
the reasons I’m an O gauge railroader is
the small HO wheel flanges that can
resist rerailing with what seems like a
fiendish glee. 

Housed inside the plastic tender
shell is a dual-mode NMRA Digital
Command Control (DCC) decoder

4
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www.Mizelltrains.net

MIZELL TRAINS, INC.
Westminster, CO 80030

(888) 717-4196  Fax (303) 427-6805

The “Wall Of Trains”

from Bachmann. Our evaluation sample
also includes a SoundTraxx sound sys-
tem with 16-bit Tsunami technology.
Sounds include steam exhaust chuffs,
bell, air pumps, dynamo, injectors,
coupler clank, water stop, and three
different whistles. According to the
Bachmann website, these sounds were
recorded from real steam locomotives.

Digital command locomotives
have to run under command control to
deliver the full capabilities of their
onboard sound systems, and the
Bachmann Spectrum 2-6-6-2 is no
exception. All sound and motion func-
tions worked as I expected using a
Bachmann E-Z Command controller.
When I ran the engine using a
Bachmann Spectrum conventional DC
power pack, the steam chuff, whistle,
bell, and other sounds triggered auto-
matically, which was entertaining since
the power pack had no means to trig-
ger them manually.

After turning on the conventional
DC power pack, I slowly rotated the
thrott le knob about 30 degrees
and…nothing happened. At about half
of the knob’s travel, the locomotive’s
sound started, but it took about two-
thirds of the available throttle to move
the engine. Of course, the DCC con-
troller started the engine after I rotated
the throttle knob only a few degrees,
which was what I expected.

The advertising copy writers at
Bachmann state the DCC decoder sup-
ports all the recognized programming
methods. But since the only DCC pro-
gramming I know is what I gleaned off
the instruction CD that accompanied
the 2-6-6-2, I’ll have to take their word
for it. I twiddled with several of the

CVs, which is “DCC speak” for con-
figuration variables, on the 2-6-6-2
with successful results. But I didn’t get
creative with reprogramming the
engine from its factory settings. If I
may make a subjective comment,
although the open architecture and
programming capabilities of DCC are
obviously popular with a large number
of 2-rail hobbyists, I prefer the 3-rail
command and sound systems of
TMCC/RailSounds and DCS/Proto-
Sounds. 

On the rails, the 2-6-6-2 ran
smoothly and quietly, just like other
Bachmann Spectrum On30 and HO
locomotives I’ve seen. After all, the run-
ning gear and electronics in the On30
articulated are the same as those used in
the company’s HO locomotives.

The tender’s coupler easily engaged
the coupler on the lead car of my test
train, which consisted of several
weighted HO freight cars that our son
and daughter played with when they
were youngsters. A train of On30 cars
would have been a lot more realistic,
but the HO cars provided the overall
train weight I wanted. On startup and
when traveling around the 18˝x 36˝
loop of HO track, the little 2-6-6-2
didn’t seem to notice the train on its
drawbar. It just trundled effortlessly
around the loop.

At the End of the Run

Until Bachmann introduced its 
2-6-6-2, On30 hobbyists did not have
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a Mallet type of locomotive available at a reasonable cost
from their local train dealer. I found the 2-6-6-2 enjoy-
able to watch in operation and surprisingly attractive on
the shelf. And I especially like the various components
that let me customize the locomotive.

28704 Pocahontas Lumber Co. 2-6-6-2 

Retail price: $535.00 (DCC w/sound) or $395.00
(DCC only) at Bachmann dealers

Bachmann Industries; www.bachmanntrains.com
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www.ogaugerr.com
Your source for 2-Rail and 3-Rail

Modeling On-Line
• OGR Forum
• Find Local OGR Dealers
• Find Local Train Meets
• Order from the OGR Online Store
• Subscribe/Renew your Subscription
• Much, Much More!
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Some of us in this hobby have at one
time or another longed for a layout that
incorporated a great track plan, spectacular
scenery, and locomotives and rolling stock
specific to a particular railroad and era.
There are also questions about building a
layout that we don’t often ask ourselves.
Why does this railroad exist? Why would a
town be in this location? What would the
folks who would live there do for a living?

There must be a reason for the rail-
road’s being, so I decided to create that rea-
son in my mind for building my railroad.
I also took it a step further. I wanted to see
how my layout’s reason for being might have
been recorded and remembered by a fic-
tional young shutterbug in the era I chose
and in the town I created. Now as an adult,
that lad recalls vivid details of the town, its

people, and his earlier life there and he still
has a collection of photos he took back
then. The following story is a fantasy.

My story begins in the late summer of
1953. I lived in a small town at the end of
“The Gap” on the Chicago, Milwaukee,
St. Paul & Pacific Railroad, known simply
as the Milwaukee Road. It was called The
Gap because it was the nonelectrified por-
tion of the railroad. The often bankrupt
Milwaukee Road never had the money to
complete the planned substations and
catenary, so The Gap had to be worked by
steam and first-generation diesels that
hauled trains between the electrified sections,
where electrics would take over again.

The little town where I lived had but
one reason to exist: steam locomotives. There
was indeed a small amount of farming in

O gauge in the Pacific Northwest

Journey in Time Along the Milwaukee Road
Article and Photos by Don McCuaig

The steam repair facilities were kept busy 24 hours a day.
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RIGHT: Our town was not big, but there
was something for everyone there. My
friends and I enjoyed exploring the town
during our summer evenings.

BELOW: Milwaukee Road electric locomo-
tives were the power of choice in this part
of the country.
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We were always warned to stay away from the trailer park, but you cannot tell a lad not to go there and really expect him to obey.

Plenty of steam power provided service through The Gap.

the high desert area, but almost everyone I
knew made a living, directly or indirectly,
working at the Milwaukee Road’s steam
repair facilities. Some work was also done
on the big electric and diesel engines there,
but that involved more service than repair.
My dad and the guys he worked with could
do almost any kind of repair a steam

engine needed.
It was a wonderful place to grow up.

Things were simpler back then. Looking
back now, I think it was the happiest time of
my life, although I never really appreciated
it enough. On my birthday in the early
summer of 1953, I got one of the best pres-
ents my parents ever gave me, aside from

my electric train, of course. They gave me
a slightly used Kodak Retinette 35mm
camera that was made in Germany. Other
than my parents and my dog, the focus of
my photography at the time was virtually
anything and everything that had to do
with the railroad.

With my camera in hand, my friends
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and I roamed all over town and around the
railroad. Our parents never worried much
about us because everyone knew everyone
else, and folks looked after us and kept us
out of any real trouble. The only place I was
told to stay away from was the trailer park.
Strange things supposedly happened there,
and not so nice people lived in those trail-
ers, or so I was told. Of course my pals and
I had to check it out and found nothing
strange about it, and the people seemed very

nice. The only thing that was truly inter-
esting was the swimming pool, which was
a luxury that was almost nonexistent over
on our nice side of town.

Our summer days and nights were
magic. The sounds of steam, electric, and
diesel engines filled the air, and there were
trains everywhere. Some of the best times
involved taking my friends down to the
roundhouse to watch my dad work on the
engines. I was so proud of him and marveled

at how his large, grease-covered
hands could handle such massive
tools while using them to
expertly fix anything that might
be wrong with the locomotives.
We also enjoyed watching the
welders, especially at night. The
colorful sparks, the sound, and
the smells were amazing.

Because of the constant
financial problems suffered by
the railroad, my mom worked at
the local five-and-dime store.
My dad was often furloughed,
but I enjoyed having him home.
My mom had to work every
other Friday night, so Pop and I
would eat supper at Stella’s
Diner and then take in a movie.
It’s funny how some things stick
in your mind forever, like the
time my dad took me to see my
first and only 3-D movie on a
warm summer night. Creature
from the Black Lagoon was scary
stuff for a 12 year old back then. 

But my favorite times were
when just Pop and I would take
drives in our old Ford station
wagon and hike to places I
could never have gotten to on
my own. We packed lunches
and strapped on World War II
canteens filled with water. I
took pictures of the railroad all
afternoon. One of my favorite
photo locations was the hill
above the old Wilson Bridge,
named after the small lumber
mill that stood next to it. My
dad also finally relented and
took me to a place I had wanted
to see for years. Previously, he
had said it was too dangerous. I
had heard about this mysterious
place for as long as I could
remember, and one fine sunny
afternoon he agreed to take me

there. It was a long walk alongside the
tracks from our old car—maybe about two
hours each way. We had to be especially
careful going through a dark tunnel and
then across a long wooden trestle because a
train could come anytime. We carefully lis-
tened for even the faintest sound of an
approaching train. Some of the electrics
were so quiet they could be on you before
you knew it.

Walking across that high trestle was

Welding in the shop area was always a great sight at night.

Because Mom worked most Friday nights, Pop and I often ate at Stella’s Diner.
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Creature from the Black Lagoon was a hit with everyone in town and the source of a lasting memory back when 3-D was new technology

On many weekends, Pop and I would go out for a day of watching trains. The old Wilson Lumber Mill was photographed from Wilson Bridge.
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frightening. I never took my eyes off the
ties. When we finally got across, my dad
told me to turn around and take my first
look at Eagles Nest. It was as incredible as
everyone said. I couldn’t believe how high
it was. We sat for hours and managed to get
pictures of two trains: a long slow freight

pulled by EF2 GE electric boxcabs, includ-
ing a helper, and a new FM Erie-built
diesel pulling the Olympian. I hoped we
would see one of Pop’s steamers, but that
never happened since they seldom ran in
the electric district.

Only a short year and a half later, all of

this would change. The following summer
I knew something was wrong, but my par-
ents tried to keep it from me. I heard
rumors now and then but didn’t want to
believe them. The entire town seemed 
different. Folks didn’t greet each other the
way they did just a year before. Finally, my

Walking along or sometimes even on the tracks required special vigilance, especially when
going through a tunnel or across a bridge or trestle.

EF2 GE electric boxcabs hauled their long freight at Eagles Nest.

A gleaming FM Erie-built diesel pulling the Olympian was captured in the fading sunlight of a late summer afternoon.
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parents told me the Milwaukee Road’s
steam operations were ending in a few
short weeks. I was heartbroken! It was hard
for me to really accept this because all my
life I had been around steam engines. It
seemed like one day they were there, and
the next day they were gone.

After the end of steam, my dad worked
a few days a month doing minor repairs on
the electrics and diesels, but it wasn’t
enough to sustain us. The five-and-dime
store closed, and my mom was out of a job.
We knew we had to move. It was sad see-
ing the town close down, one store at a
time. The movie theater closed the week
before we moved to Seattle. I remember
looking out the back window of our old
Ford with all of our belongings packed
almost to the roof. When we pulled out of
town, there was hardly anyone to be seen
on the streets.

As luck would have it, my dad landed
a job as a welder in a shipyard. Seattle was
nice, but it was nothing like our little rail-
road town. I am told almost everything back
there is gone now, including, of course, the
Milwaukee Road. The only commercial

One day the roundhouse stalls were filled with steam power; the next day diesels and electrics replaced the steamers.

The area around Eagles Nest provided several great locations for both viewing and photographing the railroad.
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The Milwaukee Road’s distinctive and colorful EP2 bipolars were frequent visitors to the area. Only five of them were built.

This last train of the day was photographed on a rainy summer evening.
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structures remaining are the general store
and the lone local gas station. So now I am
left with just these photos and the many
fond recollections of a long-ago time. But

those are two precious things that will
remain with me always and help me recap-
ture moments of what I consider to be the
most memorable period of my life.

About the Author

Don McCuaig and his wife, Vicky, are semiretired in
Marin County, California. Their family consists of res-
cue dogs, Lucy and Daisy, and their buddy, Max, the
cat. Don has been interested in trains since he got
his first Lionel on Christmas morning in 1948. He
traveled the world working in broadcast television
as a special projects producer and photographer for
37 years. He has won a number of Emmy and other
awards. Vicky and Don still do production work with

their company, Journey Films. Don’s favorite client is the Golden Gate Railroad Museum. They run a 1921 SP 4-6-2
Pacific steam engine. Two years ago, they shot over 40 hours of high definition video to produce a one hour DVD for
the museum. This is Don’s third large layout.

The Layout

Theme Milwaukee Road in 1953 from
the high desert through the
Cascade Mountains

Layout Size 16´x 21́

Track GarGraves Phantom

Switches Ross Custom

Curves O72 minimum diameter

Motive Power Atlas O, K-Line, MTH, Weaver

Rolling Stock Atlas O, K-Line, Lionel

Power MTH Z-4000 transformers

Control Lionel TMCC and Legacy for all
steam and diesel locomotives
plus MTH DCS for all electric
locomotives

21´

16´

Duckunder

TrestleEagles Nest
Lumber Mill River

Vicky’s Trailer Park

Pool

Ice House

Dirt Road to Trailer Park/Lumber Mill
Car Repair

Roundhouse

Turntable
Stella’s
DinerHank’s Theater Water Tower

Drug Store Shell Station

StationOld Gas 
Station

Main Street

Highway

Controls

Cemetery
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A small railroad you can build—Part 2.

Completing the 
Reading Central Railroad

Article and Photos by Jim Policastro

In the previous issue, I described how the
Reading Central Railroad’s Doorway to the
Northeast began taking shape in a compact,
door-sized 31˝x 80˝ area. Sectional bench-
work was constructed, and a combination of
traditional tubular track, GarGraves Phantom
flexible track, and Ross Custom switches was
screwed down on a luan plywood tabletop.
The plan included the use of a sector plate, or
pivoting track section, to access more spur
tracks in a smaller area than could be accom-
plished by track switches alone (Photo 1).

In this issue, a rocky hillside that hides a
sizable coal deposit will be created, and a coal
mine will be constructed to bring that resource
to market. A city filled with unique buildings
will take shape, and, finally, an operating
scheme will be devised that will challenge the
railroad crews.

A Hillside in Coal Country

In keeping with my goal of easy portabil-
ity, all major scenery elements had to be
removable. A lift-off section containing the
hillside was designed to cover one of the tight
O27 end loops. Tempered Masonite hard-
board backdrops 24˝ high were braced and
joined in an L-shape arrangement, with an
opening left near the bottom of the end back-
drop for access. Tunnel portals of medium
density fiberboard were cut with a jigsaw and
glued to luan plywood foot plates (Photo 2).
These foot plates were cut with the jigsaw to
establish the shape of the removable hillside
scenery panel. Next, using a hot glue gun,
cardboard strips were glued to the backdrop,
to the tunnel portals, and to the foot plates to
form one unit (Photo 3). Strips of gauze 
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material saturated with plaster were then
dipped in warm water and applied over
the cardboard strips (Photo 4). After the
plaster had set, a variety of plaster rock
castings were arranged on the hillside.
Bedrock is most likely to be visible on
the more vertical cliff faces, so this was
kept in mind as the castings were
attached using acrylic latex caulking
compound. Sculptamold, a plaster and
papier-mâché product, was used to fill in
around the castings to anchor them in
place (Photo 5). Finally, the entire hill-
s ide  was  coated  wi th  a  l ayer  o f
Sculptamold using a long spatula (Photo
6). In areas that would not be covered
with vegetation, the Sculptamold was
applied in a horizontal pattern to repre-
sent sedimentary layering.

The rocky areas were given a coat of
light gray flat latex house paint. A few
shadow areas were created with a wash of
diluted black acrylic paint. When every-
thing was dry, the rocks were painted
using antique white acrylic paint on a
nearly dry brush to highlight the edges.
Areas to be covered by vegetation were
painted a medium brown (Photo 7).

Vegetation and the Coal Mine

I wanted to model the dense vegeta-
t i o n  t y p i c a l  o f  s u m m e r  i n  t h e
Appalachians. Woodland Scenics
Clump Foliage in burnt grass, light
green, and medium green gave the
desired effect. Full-strength white glue
was used to secure the foliage. In places
where the slope made it difficult for the
foliage to adhere, I cut a dark cloth to
the desired shape and then glued the
foliage to the cloth, again using the hot

glue gun. Then, I glued the cloth in place
on the hillside (Photo 8). Touches of
coarse turf and some regular foliage were
added to create a smooth transition from
rock to heavy underbrush. The overall
effect was a good representation of sum-
mertime in Pennsylvania (Photo 9).

The final touch to be added was the
coal mine. Since a small structure was in
keeping with the overall scale of the lay-
out, a Plasticville coaling station was
given new siding from Plastruct and a
conveyor system to bring coal from the
mine (Photo 10). The support posts
were shortened and glued to concrete
footings made from medium density fiber-
board to lower the structure by a few scale
feet. This gave it a less spindly appear-
ance. This may be a very oversimplified
representation of a mine, but there wasn’t
a lot of real estate to work with. The con-
veyor was a piece of 1˝x 1-1/2˝ lumber
cut at the proper angle and covered with
corrugated siding from a hobby shop.

The City Scene

The city serves two purposes. First, it
hides the sector plate from view. A city
overpass supported by Masonite girders
is the perfect disguise. Here, an old
Lionel 623 diesel switcher has emerged
from the hidden sector plate with an
empty hopper headed for the coal tipple
(Photo 11). The opening is wide enough
for easy access but hidden from casual
view. Second, the city would hide the
other tight O27 end curve and provide a
variety of interesting scenic vignettes.
The key to making a small layout look
big is to create many individual scenes.
As the viewer’s eye is drawn from one

1 2
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small detailed scene to the next, the
layout will appear larger than it
really is.

To add visual interest, the vari-
ous structures were placed on differ-
ent levels for a stacked effect. By
hiding the lower parts of many
buildings and by adding numerous
stone retaining walls between levels,
the effect of distance is increased.
Many structures are low-relief flat
buildings placed along the back-
drop. Photo 12 shows from left to
right a Lionel residential structure,
an Ameri-Towne #865 Antique
Shop  topped  w i th  pa r t  o f  a
Plasticville town hall clock tower,
and an Ameri-Towne #442 Acme
Machine Company. On the hill to
the right, the power station is a
Lionel powerhouse paired with an
MTH power station and topped
with a Walthers HO scale trans-
former. The rooftop billboards are
HO scale products from Athearn
with new advertisements printed
from the Internet. In the back-
ground, the tan wooden frame
structure was created from an IHC
row house kit. The tall corner build-
ing was built using Ameri-Towne
parts. To its right is a Walthers
Cornerstone low-relief building.
Most of the other backdrop build-
ings were assembled from Ameri-
Towne parts. All were decorated

with signs and posters also printed
from the Internet. The retaining
walls are Scenic Express products.
These are flexible castings that have
beautiful deep stone detail and are
very easy to cut to size with a mod-
eling knife.

The road leads into the city over
a modern-looking concrete bridge
assembled from pieces of Masonite,
medium density fiberboard, doll-
house trim molding, and round
1/2˝ dowels. Buttons, plastic game
pieces, and small marbles provide
ornamentation for the railing
(Photo 13). Because the road really
has no place to go in the small city,
it exits to the right into a conven-
iently placed tunnel portal.

Operations on the 
Reading Central

Operations are centered primar-
ily on the two spurs that lead to the
coal mine. Empty coal hoppers
must be brought to the mine, and
full hoppers have to be hauled away.
The spur at the front of the layout
serves as the interchange track where
loaded cars are picked up by other
railroads, and empties are returned.
The access openings at each hidden
end curve serve as “fiddle yards.”
These are areas where it is permissi-
ble to remove engines and rolling
stock by hand and replace them
with other equipment. This is a nec-
essary part of operations on small
layouts, as well as on many not-so-
small empires.

A typical day of operations
might begin with a small switcher
hauling loaded hoppers from the
mine spurs, one at a time via the sec-
tor plate, and bringing them to the
interchange track. The engine will
have to use the loop to run around
the cars to spot them on the inter-
change track.

Some loaded hoppers may be
brought to the end loop under the
power station to provide the fuel
used to generate electricity. They are
removed through the fiddle yard
access area and returned there later
when empty.  Meanwhile,  the
switcher is exchanged for a road
engine and some extra freight cars at

6
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the fiddle yard. Cars from the interchange
track are added to the train, which runs
around the loop as many times as desired
to reach its destination. Eventually, the
empty cars are returned to the interchange

track, and the switching engine reappears
to take them one by one back through the
sector plate to the mine tracks. At other
times, different types of freight cars can be
brought to the interchange track, provid-

ing the city with a variety of other com-
modities.

But then, on many other occasions I
just like to sit back and watch them run.

10 11

12 13

Reading Central Vignettes

These photos demonstrate that
layout size has little or nothing
to do with the level of realism
that might be achieved. My
vignettes illustrate just a few of
many individual scenes that
are part of the landscape along
the Reading Central lines.

Small details will bring any scene to life and add interest. Just because my lay-
out is small doesn’t mean I had to skimp on its details. In fact, these highly
detailed scenes made this layout seem larger.

A Lionel GP38 in flashy Lehigh Valley livery adds a
splash of color to this compact trackside scene.
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Modeling Tips

Vines are being added to a retaining wall. Full-strength
white glue is spread in a branching pattern, and coarse turf
is tamped onto the glue with the fingertips.

Texture is added to the luan plywood road using premixed
lightweight spackle. When dry, it is sanded smooth leaving
some irregularities that resemble worn, patched blacktop.

A few inches along the backdrop was all that was needed
for a small passenger station. On a small layout, it’s impor-
tant to make use of all available real estate.

Sidewalks were constructed using individual 1̋  squares
cut from Masonite. These were sprayed a concrete gray
color and glued down to form sidewalks and walkways.

No matter how little real estate is available, there always
seems to be room for both vegetables and flowers. The
tomato plants are plastic flower stems with craft beads
representing tomatoes. The flowers are Silflor products
from Scenic Express.

The backdrop was painted with some indistinct hills and
tree shapes. Liquid acrylic violet was used for distant
mountains with green for the line of trees. The green was
toned down using red, its complementary color. Some of
the sky blue backdrop paint was added to both the purple
and the green to tie everything together. The row of trees
was painted by holding a 2̋  brush vertically and dabbing
on the color. The natural shape of the bristles formed the
trees. Note that distance is conveyed through color tone.
Distant hills and trees are bluer and lighter in tone. Nearby
objects are more intense in color. 

I like to include some local wildlife in the more remote
areas of my mountain.

Details, details, and more details are all arranged
to provide an imagined reality.

A weathered MTH Western Pacific Geep idles on the
short mine siding while awaiting clearance for a
move to the main line.

The layout’s primary industry is a continual
beehive of activity.
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This project was inspired by a
p h o t o g r a p h  i n  T h e  M o d e l
Railroader’s Guide to Locomotive
Servicing Terminals by Marty
McGuirk. The photo shows a
crane lifting the hood of a Geep to
expose the prime mover. I thought
that this would make a nice static
display scene for the engine service
facility on my layout. I realized that
you could cut apart a Lionel GP
diesel locomotive shell to separate
the section of the hood that covers
the prime mover. At the TCA York
meet, I purchased a GP shell, a
frame with trucks, and a fuel tank. 

The first step is to cut apart the
shell. For this I used a razor saw
and a typical plastic carpenter’s
miter box. I cut a piece of 1x2 pine
down on a table saw to 1-1/4˝ wide
so it would fit inside the shell. This
supports the sides of the shell dur-
ing cutting. I placed a strip of 1/2˝
thick Homasote in the miter box.
This compensates for the step in
the shell and keeps it from getting
scratched (Photo 1). If you look closely,
you can see that the shell includes molded-
in lines that represent the center hood sec-
tion (the one with the exhaust stacks).
These are where the cuts in the shell are to
be made, as shown in Photo 2. Carefully
hold the bottom of the shell against the
side of the miter box and make the first
cut. Turn the shell over and cut the oppo-
site side. Make sure that the cuts of the two
sides line up. Then score a line on top of
the shell using a scriber and a steel ruler,
joining the two side cuts. Use this line to
cut through the top of the shell with the
razor saw. The shell I had was too tall to
make this cut in my miter box, so I had to
do it freehand. Make the same cuts along

the other dividing lines. If you have done
it correctly, you should have three sections,
as shown in Photo 3.

Three tabs on the frame (Photo 4)
need to be flattened to fit the prime mover.
I removed the trucks from the frame by
prying off the C-clips with a small screw-
driver. Be sure they don’t go flying off! I
carefully flattened the tabs with a block of
scrap wood and a hammer on my work-
bench. After flattening, they should look
like Photo 5. My frame was a little rusty
and dirty, so I cleaned it and spray-painted
it flat black.

The center shell section is the one that
is lifted to service the prime mover. I added
some styrene strips using CA adhesive, as
shown in Photo 6, to represent some inter-

nal structure. I cemented in a 1-5/16˝ long
piece of .125 x .188 strip styrene at the bot-
tom of the section to keep the sides paral-
lel. I then bent .020 diameter brass rod
around a 1/16˝ drill bit to form lift rings. I
drilled .021˝ diameter holes in the top cor-
ners of the shell section using a miniature
drill and a pin vise and cemented in the lift
rings with a drop of CA adhesive. The
styrene strips and lift rings were then
painted Polly Scale Grimy Black. I had
some leftover scale chain that I threaded
through the lift rings.

The GP-series diesel locomotives used
the venerable EMD 567 prime mover.
Walthers offers an HO model of the 567,
but I could not find an O scale model. So
as a substitute, I used an MTH diesel
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An easy and eye-catching scrap box project

Create a GP Diesel Shop Scene
Article and Photos by Frank Cozzi
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engine-generator set. It’s not exactly
a 567, but it is a reasonably good-
looking stand-in. If someone makes
an O scale model in the future, I can
always change it. I made a mount-
ing base for the prime mover using
.080 styrene sheet, as shown in the
diagram on page 61 and Photo 7.
Paint the top side of the mounting
base with the Grimy Black. Two of
the holes in the base are for mount-
ing the fuel tank. Cut off the two
bosses on the inside of the fuel tank
and drill 3/32˝ diameter holes in
their place. The single boss at the
other end of the tank was broken
off, so I replaced it with a piece of
1/8˝ styrene round rod (Photo 8).
Place two No. 2 x 3/4˝ long flat-
head machine screws through the
fuel tank mounting holes on the top
side of the mounting bracket.
Attach the engine-generator set to
the mounting bracket with two No.
4 x 1/2˝ long flat-head sheet metal
screws inserted through the bottom.
I had to drill out the generator set
mounting holes to make them
slightly larger to fit the No. 4 screws.
When you are finished, the assem-
bly should look like Photo 9.

Reattach the trucks to the frame
using the two C-clips. Mount the
prime mover assembly to the frame
by passing the two fuel tank mount-
ing screws through the holes on the
top (Photo 10). Mount the fuel
tank to the bottom of the frame
with the two mounting screws and
two No. 2 nuts (Photo 11). Mount
the two GP shell ends to the frame
with the body mounting screws.
The open ends of the shells should
fit over the ends of the prime mover
mounting base (Photo 12). 

You can add headlight lenses
and horns to your GP shell if it does
not have them. You can now sus-
pend the center hood section from
an appropriate derrick on an adja-
cent track. Add some work figures,
and you now have a convincing pur-
pose for your layout’s engine main-
tenance facility.

flatten these tabs
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.080 x .080 styrene strip

.020 brass rod

.060 x .060 styrene strip

.125 x .188 styrene strip

1/8˝ styrene round rod
remove bosses and drill
3/32˝ diameter holes

Materials List

Supplier Qty. Item

Lionel 1 GP shell
1 Frame
1 Fuel tank

MTH 1 Two-piece generator set, No. 30-50028

Lionel Parts Suppliers 2 Horn postwar, No. 50-100
2 Headlight lens postwar, No. 2328-10

K&S Engineering 1 .020 brass rod, Stock No. 8159

Evergreen Scale Models 1 .080 styrene sheet, No. 9080 or No. 9280
1 .125 x .188 strip styrene, No. 188
1 .060 x .060 strip styrene, No. 153
1 .080 x .080 strip styrene, No. 164
1 1/8˝ styrene round rod

Floquil Polly Scale 1 Grimy Black F414137

Miscellaneous 2 No. 2 flat-head machine screw 3/4˝ long
2 No. 2 hex nut
2 No. 4 flat-head sheet metal screw 1/2˝ long
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1

3
32

diameter hole with counter 
sink for No. 2 flat-head screw 

 (2 places)19
325

32

1 1 5
16
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16

21
32
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Tom Scibetta’s kid-friendly 3-rail layout

My enthusiasm for trains and railroading began when I was
around 10 years old and lived on the west side of Buffalo, New
York. That was when my younger brother and I received our first
and only Lionel train set. We subsequently set it up every year at
Christmas and could always count on receiving something new to
make the train look different.

As the years passed and my brother’s interest waned, my par-
ents allowed me to build a 4´x 8´ holiday layout in the living
room, which I expanded to 4´x 12´ over a few years. Although it
took weeks to set up, my parents felt it was worth it to see the
delight expressed by relatives, friends, and neighbors who visited
during the holiday season.

We also had a relative who was a train enthusiast as well as a
close friend who was a Lionel dealer. Both of them set up elabo-
rate train displays for Christmas. However, no matter how old I
was or how careful I promised to be, I was never allowed to run or
even to touch anything on their layouts. It was because of this I
eventually decided all of my own layouts would be kid friendly.
Children would not only be allowed but actively encouraged to
run the trains and accessories.

The passing years included marriage, four children, and a
move to the suburbs of Syracuse, New
York. Every year that same train was set up
around the Christmas tree. Then as the
family grew older, our holiday layout pro-
gressed from one that was initially 4´x 8´
to a larger 8´x 8´ size. We followed that one
with a second holiday train layout in the

basement. Our basement was a mixed activity area used by the
entire family throughout the bitter New York winters.

We expanded our small house by adding a large playroom and
a full basement with space for a large permanent layout. That was
28 years ago. To make things kid friendly in keeping with my long-
time vow, I wanted simple interaction with realistic scenes, acces-
sories that fit with the scenery, and trains that didn’t look like they
were crowded together and just going around in circles.

Having had no experience in building a large layout, I elected
to work with a model railroad designer. For around $400, he sup-
plied a finished plan that I liked. I consider it the best train invest-
ment I ever made. Currently, the layout occupies about 800 square
feet with about 860´ of track (nearly eight scale miles).

I didn’t have either a prototype railroad or specific scenery
ideas in mind when I started my adventure of building the layout.
I just wanted something that would look good. In addition to
making the layout kid friendly, another objective was to entertain
visitors with scenery, accessories, and trains. The actual work was
done by trial and a whole lot of error.

The layout was built in six progressive sections, with a loop at
the end of each section that allowed trains to be sent out and

Rambling Rocky Ridge
Railroad or RRRRR

Article by Tom Scibetta      Photos by Ed Olszewski and Jim Barrett

OPPOSITE: A faster Lionel Wabash A-B team passes a
slower GM&O GP20 freight train on the adjacent line. I
use ground throws from Caboose Industries on all
GarGraves switches near the edge of the layout to give
visitors and operators even more interaction.

RIGHT: Spectators look on while waiting their turn to
ride the Swampy Pond Live Steam RR Club’s equipment.
This operating Z scale line circles a pond. All of the O
gauge track is weathered.
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returned in continuous operation. The scenery in each section
was finished so the layout would look complete, and every few
years, a new area would be available for viewing. Thanks to
full-time employment and some volunteer work, which con-
sumed most of my spare time, I am not finished yet.

When asked how we would move the layout if needed, I
tell the folks it is very simple and is purposely designed for
moving. We simply remove the trains, buildings, structures,
and accessories. Then the demolition crew comes in with jack-
hammers and puts everything else in a dumpster.

The layout uses L-girder construction with 1/2˝ plywood
creating elevations. With the pulling power of today’s trains
and lightweight cars, these elevations eliminate the flat layout
look. Except for the two yard areas, all track varies in height
between 41˝ and 63˝ from the floor.

The main line has an overall 2 percent grade, with grades
in some areas as steep as 5 percent. Even with these steep
grades, the right scenery can make things look very realistic. In
one area of the layout, a full-turn helix in a mountain makes a
pronounced change in elevation appear more natural.

GarGraves track on Homasote roadbed was the natural
choice for this layout because of the prototypical appearance.

RIGHT: A visitor is treated to this realistic view down Main Street in this town on
a high ridge.

BELOW: Tourists with their camper are treated to a view of the old alongside the
new as a Lionel UP diesel on the main line passes a Williams Challenger.
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K-line, Lionel, and Williams rolling stock fill this yard along a mountainside town. Buildings are Elfin Models’ fronts fitted with 2˝ sides to give them a three-dimensional look.
Mountains and evergreens are HO scenic backdrops from Backdrop Warehouse. They are three-dimensional using various layers of cardboard, so no portion of the picture actu-
ally touches the wall.

This is the first scene visitors see when entering the layout area. Included are eight operating accessories; five are equipped with sound. The seven Marx spotlight towers are
the same size; however, for perspective each base is cut lower the farther back they go.
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The customized curves that can be formed with
GarGraves flexible track help to make any layout
unique.

Having seen and read about so many great HO
layouts, I wanted the type of realistic scenery I had
seen presented in various model railroading publi-
cations. Lacking artistic ability, I joined the Central
New York Division of the NMRA and was quickly
overwhelmed with new ideas and proven methods
for building scenery.

Molding rocks struck my fancy, and, once I
started doing it, I couldn’t stop. To date, some 2,500
pounds of molding plaster and Hydrocal are on the
layout. My mountains are constructed on an under-
frame of wooden strips placed about 2´ apart. I cov-
ered this supporting structure with cardboard strips
about 1-1/2˝ wide and as long as I needed them to
be. Woven together in a simple rectangular pattern
approximately every 6˝, the strips were held
together with glue with several clothespins as clamps

Woodland Scenics’ welders perform minor repairs on a Williams
Challenger alongside a Scale University roundhouse. Other workers
are uncrating some much needed equipment.

A Lionel 0-4-0 switcher pulls coal cars to a mine located at eye level.
The mine is at the top of a full-circle helix built into the mountain.
Below the trestle, a Williams SP passenger set runs on one of the
two main lines.
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Workers are lining up a GP9 for overhaul in the roundhouse, while a steamer is ready to get
back to work. The hills, trees, and background along the curved wall hide a tunnel and a corner
of the room.

A Lionel 164 Sawmill blends nicely with its surrounding scenery. The track on the right climbs
a 5 percent grade, but it works and fits the scenery.

The interior of this station is lighted and detailed as are all buildings within a couple of feet of
the edges of the layout. Detailing of structures farther back is rarely noticed and not necessary.

This is one of the layout’s signature scenes. A Lionel 0-4-0 switcher crosses
Triple Falls Gorge that extends from eye level to the floor. The waterfall in the
background appears to flow, accompanied by sounds of a waterfall.

until the glue dried. I then covered this framework with
paper bags soaked in a Hydrocal slurry. After everything
dried, rock molds made with molding plaster were put in
place and finished. Edges of molded rocks made my lay-
out appear larger. Because of the amount of rockwork and
mountain effects, my youngest daughter suggested the
name Rambling Rocky Ridge Railroad, or RRRRR.

During the building of the first and second sections, I
created two separate viewing areas with mountains that
formed two triangles. The intent was to prevent people
from seeing both sides at the same time, thus making the
layout appear larger. This formed a funneled viewing area,
which caused me to understand the interesting and useful
concept of forced prospective.

On my layout, my experiments with forced perspec-
tive began by taking eight Marx yard spotlight towers and
gradually reducing their heights with a saw. The front
tower, positioned closest to the viewing position, was left
full size, but the others were cut progressively lower with
the last one being a full 2˝ shorter than the original tower.
I continued to use this concept throughout the layout and
found that trees were the easiest to work with.

I currently have about 2,800 trees, with more being
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This construction scene shows how corners are eliminated. I use 1-1/2˝ cardboard strips to give a gen-
eral shape to the area, lay them into a basket weave, then follow with a layer of paper bags dipped in
Hydrocal. I subsequently add rock molds to the Hydrocal base.

I positioned these O gauge accessories in front on the layout. The lumber mill and pink car in the back-
ground are HO scale and are placed higher and farther back for perspective.

added all the time. The taller 12˝ trees are in
front, with sizes decreasing to 1˝ against the wall.
Two difficult scenes involve a mirror to display an
HO train and town and another mirror for an
HO farm and mine scene. Both mirrors are hid-
den behind mountains. Lionel accessories are in
front, American Flyer S gauge accessories farther
back, and HO items at the back. An HO hand-
car and other HO items are placed in a valley on
or near the floor.

At one point there was no place to continue
a road, so I simply carved a 4˝ square into a
mountain and constructed a 3´ long tunnel,
resulting in the tunnel being 4˝x 4˝ at the front
end and tapering down to 2˝x 2˝ in the back. I
glued a picture of a country scene to the back
wall; lit up the picture and the tunnel; and then
placed an O gauge truck in front, an HO car in
the back, and another vehicle between them.

My layout features more than 20 operating
accessories, and several of them have homemade
sounds as an added feature. One of them is an
American Flyer barrel loader with a workman
who sings, “Four barrels of beer on the rack, four
barrels of beer, take one down, pass it around,
three barrels....” The singing is synchronized
with the barrels being unloaded. Another is a
Lionel yard tower with two men inside who spin
in an endless circle. One asks, “Hey, Joe, how is
your side?” The other voice responds, “My side is
okay, how is yours?” This dialog banters back and

This panorama shows the two main lines. Rock molds along the
edges of the layout help extend the scenery, while molded rock
extends to the floor.
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forth with “No, Joe, this is my side, you’re look-
ing at the wrong side” and so forth. Next, a
Lionel freight station has audio of two workers
jokingly criticizing each other. Additionally, a 
K-Line passenger loading platform has a talking
conductor. All of my accessories are blended with
the scenery and run with separate switches that
visitors can operate.

The average person visiting my layout is
probably not much interested in transformers,
which I hide or put inside small control panels.
Conventional transformer control powers a sec-
tion, but Lionel TMCC is used for the rest of the
layout. This allows me to run Williams, K-Line,
and Lionel trains. Switching is done by hand or
with controls located opposite the switches.

I’m not concerned about using proper road
names. I simply use and enjoy whatever I have.
My layout is intended to be fun for all ages from
5 to 105. I like to believe that I have come close
to achieving that goal, but there is always more to
do. The great thing is that it’s fun just trying to
add more fun things to the layout.

Lionel’s culvert unloader is under repair, while a freight train on the main line passes over a dry gorge that
is subject to flash flooding with real water.

About the
Author

Tom and Dorothy Scibetta
have volunteered and
served as co-directors of
Friends For Life, Inc., a
nonprofit educational
organization, for the past
25 years. Tom has been
employed as a junior high school teacher, salesman, marketing man-
ager, and manufacturer’s representative. For the past 25 years, he has
operated an industrial electronics distribution business. His layout has
been featured at the Northeast Regional Convention of the NMRA. Tom
considers his hobby a family affair and enjoys running the trains for 
visitors and especially his nine grandchildren. If you’re interested in visit-
ing Tom’s layout in upstate NY, call Tom at 315-622-3993.

Seat & Display
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Tame those bump-and-go motorized units.

Over many years, Lionel has produced numerous small
motorized units. They come in many versions, styles, and road
names. Given their diminutive size, they are a great choice for
smaller layouts. I own many of these units, but I particularly enjoy
the Lionel trolley cars (Photo 1). Their constant motion always
captures my attention.

Although the newer versions from Lionel run quietly at slow
speeds, for directional control, they still rely on a bump-and-go
reversing mechanism. My layout is small, and the trolley only trav-
els about 5´ between each station before encountering a Lionel
260 bumper at each end of the line and reversing. At slow speeds,

the total time for a one-way trip is less than 10 seconds, and the
constant bump bump bump becomes a distraction, not to men-
tion the wear and tear on the trolley. After years of seeing my trol-
ley passengers waiting hopelessly for a chance to board, I decided
it would be more realistic if I could get the trolley to stop at each
station for at least a brief time. I have no experience with compli-
cated electronics, didn’t want to alter my existing Lionel units, and
wanted a low-cost solution. At first, I thought the way to accom-
plish this task would take some research, but luckily for me, I
already had the answer at my fingertips. 

On the inner loop of my layout, I installed an Automatic Train

A More Realistic Ride for Your 
Lionel Trolley Passengers

Article and Photos by Lee French

1

O Gauge Run248_Features:Layout 2  11/29/10  3:00 PM  Page 70



71O  G A U G E  R A I L R O A D I N G   F E B R U A R Y  /  M A R C H   2 0 1 1

Xchange (ATX) controller from Three-Rail Innovations. The con-
cept of the ATX (Photo 2) is that it combines isolated track blocks
with relays and electronics to control train operations. It is capable
of controlling multiple blocks, trains, or accessories. My needs were
made much simpler.

To install the ATX, I first created an isolated block using my
Dremel tool to make several cuts in the power rail and the common
outside rail in the GarGraves track positioned near the passenger
train station. I then connected the rails to my ZW and CW-80 to
the ATX, as described in the installation diagrams. The ATX
requires two track power inputs, one of which cannot exceed 12
volts. A common ground wire connects the two transformers that
have been phased together. The ATX is powered by a separate 
12-volt wall transformer, which I purchased at a local electronics
discount shop for a few dollars. The ATX features jumpers that
allow selection of the number of times the train will pass through
the isolated block before stopping and the length of time for it to
pause. For my inner loop, I selected four block passes and a 20-sec-
ond pause at the station.

The last step was easy. I locked one of my Lionel Alco diesel
locomotives on forward only and sat back to watch. What a differ-
ence! Instead of my passenger train running endless 30-second loops
around the layout without stopping, the train made four trips and
came to a stop with the passenger cars perfectly aligned at the sta-
tion platform. Because only the isolated block section where the
engine was located had lost power during the 20-second wait inter-
val, the passenger cars remained illuminated. When the ATX
restored the power after 20 seconds, the train pulled out. I wondered
if I could apply the same concept to a bump-and-go unit.

After some discussion with John Kerklo at Three-Rail
Innovations, I ordered a second ATX. The ATX is available either
with or without an operating manual. Because I purchased one with
my first ATX, this time I only needed the controller unit, thereby
saving a few dollars. The installation process would be similar to my
inner loop design, but since I wanted the trolley to pause at either
station, a few refinements would be needed.

2

3

4

5

6
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The desired concept was that the trolley would travel the
length of track, reversing as designed, and then at a selected time
pause at each station. When power was restored, the trolley would
continue forward, bump and reverse, and then proceed back to
the other end of the line where the process would be repeated.

Again I made several cuts in the GarGraves trolley line com-
mon outer rail to create the isolated blocks (Photos 3 and 4). Next,
I made one cut in the center power rail at each end of the trolley
line. This cut needed to be positioned carefully. The length of the
block allowed for coasting distance to occur when power was
removed. The position of the stopped trolley also had to align with
the passenger platform at each end of the line. If the trolley
stopped too close to the bumper when power was restored, it did
not have enough momentum to activate the reversing mechanism.
If it was too far away, the trolley did not stop at the right location
for the station, and thus realism suffered when the reversing
sequence occurred. I have shown the location of the cuts I selected
in Photos 5 and 6. 

As I did with my inner loop, the next step was to connect wires
from each of the isolated sections to the ATX and to the ZW and
CW-80, as shown in my wiring diagram. The ATX requires only

a few amps to operate, so I was able to splice in the same wall trans-
former for my inner loop. The transformers were already phased
and connected with a common wire, so a second one was not nec-
essary. Since I wanted the trolley to stop at either station, a little
math was required to select the jumper settings. The ATX counts
the number of passes the train makes through the isolated block.
If an even number jumper setting was selected, the trolley paused
only at one station. An odd numbered jumper setting allowed it
to alternate the station stops. I selected three passes with 20 sec-
onds of wait time. This kept the trolley runs to a minimum and
reduced passenger waiting time. After checking a few wires and
adjustments, it was time to see the results.

What I found was better than I had hoped for. At low speed,
the trolley glided into the station platform and on the selected pass
stopped for passengers to board. A few seconds later, the trolley
restarted, moved forward only an inch or so, struck the bumper,
reversed, and headed back down the line (Photo 7). A few passes
later, the process was repeated at the other station. The result was
a dramatic improvement. After all these years, my trolley passen-
gers were treated to a less stressful experience.

There is an added bonus as well. Since each end of the trolley
line is now an isolated block, the lighted bumpers remain off dur-
ing the trolley’s trip. When the trolley restarts after pausing, both
bumpers light and remain lit until the trolley leaves the isolated
block. This adds more fun and action.

This idea would also work for Lionel fire cars, gang cars, or
anything else that uses the bump-and-go concept, including
bumper-initiated reversing on trolleys from MTH and Atlas O
Industrial Rail. With longer trolley lines, additional stop and wait
sequences could be added along the line at additional passenger
stations. The cost was very reasonable at less than $50. The setup
was easy, and I didn’t have to alter any of my existing Lionel power
units. John Kerklo was great to work with and took more than
enough time to answer my questions.

Time for me to go; I have a trolley to catch!

7
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Media Reviews

Lionel Illustrated Price 
and Rarity Guide 

Review by Allan Miller

In light of my prior experience in
compiling, editing, and publishing toy
train price guides and reference books, I’m
always keen on examining what’s new and
available in the way of printed guides for
the collecting community. So when I
received the latest Lionel Illustrated Price
and Rarity Guide Prewar-Postwar (1900-
1969) 2011 Edition covering Lionel pro-
duction, I was more than mildly interested
in seeing how this new book might stack
up against earlier editions and how it
might compare with other guides devoted
to the same subject.

Published by TM Books & Video and
produced by Tom McComas and Joseph
Stachler, the latest 216-page, perfect-
bound guide is in the familiar 4-3/8˝ wide
by 10-1/2˝ tall format associated with
TM’s previous Lionel guides. It’s not
exactly what might be considered a pocket
price guide unless one has fairly deep pock-
ets. I know some train collectors with seri-
ously deep pockets. But it’s certainly
convenient enough to take along in the car
or to carry in an over-the-shoulder bag or
backpack when frequenting various meets
and shows.

Tom’s and Joseph’s last Lionel guide
was published more than five years ago in
2005. They stopped producing guides
after that because they felt that prices
weren’t changing much and the firm’s staff
was heavily involved with various video
projects. But persistent requests from fans
prompted them to give it another go, and
as Tom notes: “Let the chips fall where they
may.” These words are followed by the
admonition, “So, Mr. Collector, fasten
your seat belt; you’re in for a bumpy ride.”
That bumpy ride assertion is rather
strongly supported by both the value list-

ings and the trend arrows after many indi-
vidual product entries that point upward
for perceived rising values and downward
for values deemed to be declining. There
are, indeed, far more of the declining than
the rising indicated in the pages of this
book.

Before checking into any prices in this
or any other toy train price guide, all read-
ers should take time to read thoroughly

a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  r e p e a t e d l y
“Introduction” and “About This Guide” at
the front of the book that lay the ground-
work for what’s inside. The information
presented there is invaluable for under-
standing how the listings are compiled and
formatted and how individual product val-
ues were determined.

Structurally, items are listed by cate-
gory within their respective production
periods, and catalog numbers within each
category are presented in numerical order.
If you know the number of an item you
might be looking for, there’s a numerical
listing of the book’s entire contents in the
closing pages, followed by a “Quick
Reference” list of the general categories
and their subcategories. I found this index-
ing format easy to use and, to the best of
my knowledge, accurate. Only the most
significant collectible variations of an item,
those worth more than the normal pro-
duction version, are listed.

I found it particularly interesting that
TM chose to use the original TCA and
TTOS grading standards, not the newer
and more complicated TCA standards, to
determine an item’s condition. In this
guide, “Excellent” is used as the basis for
valuing prewar items, and “Like New” is
used for postwar trains. As guide contribu-
tor David Dansky notes: “Perhaps I’m just
a Luddite, but the old standards seemed to
work just fine. Thoreau said to simplify
and simplify—our leading train organiza-
tion must have missed that lecture.”
Ironically, some in recent years have even
lobbied for a set of operational standards
for toy trains, categories that somehow
define how well locomotives in particular
perform. Talk about muddying the waters
even further!
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Rarity listings are indicated in paren-
thesis after the item name and carry a
numerical value ranging from 1 to 5, with
5 being the rarest and 1 being most com-
mon. Trend arrows, where used, are placed
in the right-hand column immediately fol-
lowing the price. 

Personally, I’ve always valued price
guides more for the reference resources
they are rather than for the pricing infor-
mation they provide. Pricing is dependent
on so many ever-changing variables and
conditions that it’s virtually impossible for
any reference, printed or even online, to
inform you on a timely basis that this object
is now worth this much. Fortunately, this
new TM book is much more than simply
a price and rarity guide. It’s also an explo-
ration of the current marketplace for pre-
war and postwar Lionel and a source of
insightful glimpses into other areas of
interest to toy train collectors. 

A favorite section of mine is the “Fall
2010 Market Report” in which Tom and
others knowledgeable in the collecting
field pontificate on the current collecting

climate as it relates to prewar and postwar
Lionel trains. The economy, the impact of
reproductions, the increased supply of toy
trains, Internet sales, and other aspects are
explored, and there are even a few recom-
mendations made for ways to expand the
hobby. Also included in the market report
are articles by Tony Wallis of America’s
Best Hobby, David Dansky of Train
Heaven, John La Lima of East Coast Train
Parts, and Allan Miller (yours truly).
Readers can certainly agree or disagree
with the viewpoints advanced, but at the
very least, they are thought-provoking.

A “Toy Train Revue” section in the
book includes Madison Hardware Redux
to bring readers up to date on that most
famous of all train stores, along with a per-
spective on toy train collecting written by
Chicago Tribune writer Ron Grossman. Also
included are 32 pages of color photographs
of select prewar and postwar items. An
added feature is that these photos and oth-
ers can be viewed at the TM website under
“TM Guide Photos.”

With tongue planted firmly in cheek,

Tom McComas is quoted on the back
cover of his book saying, “The TM Lionel
Prewar/Postwar Guide is the best on the
market. I think everyone should buy one.”
I would certainly agree! It’s a fun read for
anyone interested in toy trains for what they
represent. To coin an old Lionel slogan, these
trains are an “Investment in Happiness”
rather than just an investment.

Lionel Illustrated Price and
Rarity Guide 

Prewar-Postwar (1900-1969) 2011 Edition

■ Published by TM Books & Video, softcover,
perfect bound, 216 pages

■ Price: $19.99

■ Available from hobby dealers or TM Books &
Video, Box 279, New Buffalo, MI 49117;
www.tmbv.com; 800-892-2822
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Lionel Nation 5 DVD
Review by Allan Miller

L ionel fans anxiously awaiting
another DVD to add to their ever-growing
Lionel Nation series need wait no longer.
Lionel Nation 5 is now available with all
new footage of current Lionel layouts and
a bonus feature displaying layouts built
during Lionel’s glory years of the past.

Fi lmed  in  h igh  defini t ion  and
widescreen format, the 55-minute pro-
gram is a McComas-Stachler Production
filmed and edited by Tom McComas and
Joseph Stachler, The DVD is packed with
a variety of diverse and interesting segments.
Highlights include the following:

• A look at Lionel’s first three Vision
Line locomotives in action

• Visits to the extensive layout at
Northpark in Dallas ,  Texas;
George Werderich’s layout where
TMCC-controlled and postwar
trains coexist in happy abandon;
and Craig Chidester’s impressive
postwar layout and collection

• A stop at the Choo-Choo Diner in
Des Plaines, Illinois, where your
burgers and fries arrive on board a
Lionel train

• A side trip to the New York Central
Museum in Elkhart, Indiana, where
some prototypes are compared,
detail for detail, with their coun-
terpart Lionel models

• A look at Pres      idential Railcar U.S.
#1, The Ferdinand Magellan, used
by several former chief executives

• A bonus featurette comprised of
16mm footage shot in the 1950s
that spotlights the collections and
layouts of TCA charter members Don
Fernandez, Ed Pinsky, Tony DiSanto, and
others

There are other segments as well, but
these are the ones that I particularly
enjoyed and have viewed several times over.

When it comes to all the bells and
whistles, Lionel has loaded just about
everything into its renditions of the
Pennsylvania CC25 0-8-8-0, GE ES44AC

hybrid, and Santa Fe 2-10-10-2 articulated,
the first three releases in its high-end Vision
Line. Viewers are treated to a sampling of
many of the advanced features that have to
be seen operating in video or in real life to
be fully appreciated.

I always enjoy layout tours, whether
vicariously via print or video or through
actual on-site visits, and Lionel Nation 5
treats viewers to tours of two private lay-
outs and one major public display.

Craig Chidester’s impressive postwar
collection and layout fills a 22´x 32´ train

room. Craig’s collecting interest centers on
acquiring every Lionel postwar accessory,
including variations. But he collects just
about anything Lionel made in the 1945–
1969 period including science sets, chem-
istry sets, and various other non-train items.
He estimates he currently has more than
3,000 items in his collection and main-
tains a highly detailed computer-generated
inventory list. He can operate five trains
simultaneously on his layout. One neat

trick I picked up from Craig’s interview is
that his train display shelves, which pretty
much run from floor to ceiling, have the
lower shelves tilted slightly upward and the
higher shelves tilted slightly downward for
better viewing.

The second privately owned layout
belongs to George Werderich. Toy trains
are a family affair with the Werderich clan,
a group effort as George calls it. His wife
and offspring are all involved with build-
ing and operating the 14´ x 22´ layout.
George runs a mix of scale and toy trains

on three loops, thoroughly enjoying
the whimsical as well as the realistic.
Most of the track is GarGraves with
Ross and GarGraves switches, but
the upper level is fitted with Lionel
Super O track. Power for the
TMCC-equipped layout is provided
by four ZW transformers, and
George runs both conventional and
command-controlled trains that are
a mix of both contemporary and
postwar Lionel. You are as apt to see
the Acela gliding by as you are the
hard-to-find Halloween Set, the
50th Anniversary Union Pacific pas-
senger set, the rare postwar Canadian
Pacific passenger set, or the more
recent Santa Fe El Capitan. Plenty
of Lionel operating accessories pro-
vide action all over the layout. The
lesson learned from viewing George’s
layout is, it’s all fun!

After visiting a layout or two,
you may want to stop for a bite to
eat 1950s style at the Choo-Choo
Diner where your meal is delivered
by a Lionel train. The popular diner

opened in 1951 with Standard Gauge
trains, but it now runs Lionel O gauge
trains for eight to ten hours a day.

Trains at Northpark is a large public
holiday season display that has benefited
the area Ronald McDonald House for
some 20 years. Photographed for the video
in 2009, the layout was completely
redesigned for the 2010–2011 holiday sea-
son, so you’ll have to wait to see the new
version in a future Lionel Nation video.
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The Journey through America
theme transports visitors from San
Francisco to New York City with
plenty of Lionel train action to be
seen along the way. In all, 32 trains
operate at once on the layout,
which has been viewed and enjoyed
by more than 83,000 visitors every
year.

The bonus featurette that closes
out the video is sure to delight
Lionel Standard gauge layouts and
postwar O gauge enthusiasts.
Among the layouts and collections
captured on 16mm color film are
Dr. DiSanto’s extensive layout and
collection, Dave Allen’s empire, and
the layout and collection of Don
Fernandez, along with some others
that  are  not identified.  Also
included are brief vignettes of New
York’s famed Madison Hardware,
Bill Vagel’s Treasure House hobby
shop, and several others. I can’t say
that I was enthralled with the
extemporaneous narration that
a c c o m p a n i e s  t h i s  s e g m e n t .
Background music may have been
better in this case, but I’m very fond
of tinplate trains in particular and
was delighted to see so many origi-
nals (no repros here) strutting their
stuff in all their glory.

This fifth in the Lionel Nation
series is, like its predecessors, pure
viewing enjoyment. Load it into
your DVD player, settle back with
a bowl of popcorn, and enjoy the
show!

Lionel Nation 5 DVD

■ Produced by TM Books & Video,
55-minute running time

■ Price: $19.99

■ Available from hobby dealers or
TM Books & Video, Box 279, New
Buffalo, MI 49117;
www.tmbv.com; 800-892-2822
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Would you like to share photos of real railroading in your locale or travels with your fellow modelers?
We are looking for clear, sharp daylight photos and prefer unedited JPEG digital photos with a minimum 300 DPI resolution, but 3̋ x 5̋  or 
larger color prints are also acceptable. Be sure to include brief notes about the scene, along with any other information you’d like to share with
our readers. 

Send your photo CD or prints to Scene Along the Rails, 33 Sheridan Road, Poland, Ohio 44514-1680. Or you can e-mail your image and text
files to scene@ogaugerr.com.

In July 2010, locomotives with build
dates stretching over a period of nearly 80
years were on display or working at the
BNSF yards and locomotive facilities at
Temple, Texas. On the left in the photo is
a Santa Fe Class 3400 Pacific from the
1920s, which is on static display. Seen on
the locomotive facility tracks are a GP30
from the 1960s wearing the Santa Fe yel-
low bonnet scheme, an SW1500 from the
early 1970s in Burlington Northern colors,
and a GE Dash 8-40CW from the 1990s
in BNSF livery. 

At the right edge of the photo is a wooden

Santa Fe depot built in the early 20th cen-
tury on the CG&SF main line at Moody in
Central Texas. The depot was moved from
Moody to Temple in the early 1970s and
restored as part of the town’s railroad heritage
display. Today the depot is the home of the
Central Texas Area Model Railroaders. 

Not in the photo but seen on the same
cloudy and humid summer day in Temple
were BNSF or leased Dash 9s, Dash 7s,
SD70s, SD45 cabless B units, SD40s,
GP38s, and even a lone GP9 working as a
yard goat. Based on my visit to Temple that
day, an O gauge railroader who models the

current era in railroading can be prototyp-
ical running a myriad of EMD or GE diesel
locomotives in various liveries and with
build dates dating back to the 1940s. Even
steamers can be on display or working as
power for railfan excursion runs. 

Sorry, no Alcos were at Temple. But an
ex-Santa Fe RSD15 Alligator decorated in
Southern Pacific black widow colors runs
today on the Austin & Central Texas, an
excursion railroad with scheduled runs
between the Central Texas towns of Cedar
Park, Bertram, and Burnet.

-George Brown  

Multiple Eras at Temple
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Run 247, January 2011, featured a
tour of the layout of my good friends Pat
and Jean Marinari, and we have received
comments from several readers asking how
the waterfall feature on the layout was 
created.

Actually, it was a fairly simple project,
and Pat and I agree that it resulted in a
pretty convincing attraction that would
enhance the look of just about any layout,
even if built in smaller dimensions. So I
decided to put together this brief step-by-
step idea for anyone who may be interested
in adding a similar wet look to a layout.

Before starting work on the actual
waterfall, we made sure that all of the
scenery and details in the area adjacent to
and immediately behind the selected water-
fall location were as complete as possible.
This included adding ground cover, posi-
tioning and painting any rocks, and adding

detail that might be needed behind the
waterfall.

Photo 1 shows the few simple and eas-
ily obtainable materials used to construct
the falls: clear silicone caulk, .015˝ thick
clear sheet styrene, and wooden skewers.

For this waterfall, 3˝x12˝ strips of clear
styrene were used as a supporting base for
application of the caulk. Using an ordinary
caulking gun, we applied caulk from top to
bottom across the width of the clear
styrene base. As soon as the base was cov-
ered and before the caulk had a chance to
dry, a skewer was used to further tease and
distribute the caulk (Photo 2). After every-
thing looked as we wanted it to, we used a
clothespin to hang each waterfall strip
from a line so it could dry.

After the strips have completely dried,
they can be applied to the prepared area of
the layout in either of two ways. Since the

waterfalls on Pat’s layout are pretty high,
three 10˝ to 12˝ sections, the styrene base
was left attached. However, as Photo 3
illustrates, the silicone caulk could also be
peeled from the base and then applied
without the supportive backing and
directly to the waterfall area. This allows
for more flexibility in placing the waterfall
material (Photo 4). Regardless of the
method chosen, and even with a combina-
tion of the two in some areas, the waterfall
material is anchored to the layout by
applying more caulk to the top and bottom
of the strips.

We are very pleased with the results
obtained, as shown in Photo 5, with this fast,
easy, and inexpensive way of creating a
prominent waterfall for the layout. It’s
something you may also want to try when
you need a logical source of water for a
pond or lake on your layout.

Build a Waterfall
Article by Alan Ramsey      Photos by Jim Barrett

Ways to Improve Your Layout

1 2

3
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Do you have a question about repairing or operating your trains? Do you have a problem with your trains, accessories, or layout?
For answers, e-mail Jim Barrett (jim@ogaugerr.com). Please include your phone number, city, and state. If possible, also include your work phone 
number so Jim can respond directly to you, as it may be several months before your question and his answer appear in the magazine. If you are unable
to e-mail Jim, you may write to him at OGR Publishing, 33 Sheridan Rd., Poland, OH 44514.

I was wondering if you might have the
total amount of FasTrack you used for the
D-265 layout featured in Run 207. I’m
interested in doing it, but I didn’t see any
mention of how many FasTrack sections
you used for this layout.

—Thomas F. Hess

Unfortunately, I didn’t keep records of
exactly how many pieces of FasTrack sections
I used to duplicate the layout, which was
originally done in Super O. I remember that
I calculated how many full circles of Super O
were used (some fractional number such as,
but not necessarily, 2-5/8 as an example) and
then multiplied that out against how many
sections of FasTrack would be used for the
same diameter. There is a difference between
FasTrack and Super O on how many sections
it takes to complete one full circle. It has been
so long ago that I no longer have any of my
notes left for the project.

Straights are all over the place on what it
will actually take since the switches made
from FasTrack are not the same amount of
curve as the switches made from Super O. As
a result, lots of small adjustments need to be
made to get the tracks to line up, which results
in various different lengths of FasTrack for
the adjustments.—Jim

I had a problem with an MTH 0-6-0
swi tcher  go ing  through  an  MTH
crossover. Both electrical pickups for the
train are located under the tender and were
contacting the plastic isolation pieces of
the crossover before making contact with
another power rail. I used your idea with
the metal foil tape, and it worked great. I’m
new to the hobby and need all the advice I
can get.

—Ken Focht, Hartland, MI

Great to hear that it worked OK! I used
a foil tape made by 3M, and it made good
electrical contact right through the sticky side
of the tape.—Jim

I’m looking at a two-train layout with
MTH Proto-Sound locomotives. What
would I need to incorporate a DCC system?
What prompted me to explore that ques-
tion was the recent article on The DCS 
O Gauge Companion by Barry Broskowitz.
Depending on the financial requirements,
I’m interested in looking into the system.

—Dan Venet

I’m afraid I can’t be of help to you on the
DCC system since, from what I know about
it, it is far more complex and cumbersome to
use than DCS. I admit that I’ve never looked
into it in depth, but I just don’t see anything
it would do that either DCS or the combina-
tion of DCS and TMCC couldn’t do 
better.—Jim

My DZ-1000 switch motors are
mounted on the switches with wires drop-
ping through holes in the layout top. Also,
my DZ-1000 motors don’t have the screw
terminals.The wires were soldered into the
switch motor at the factory. The DZ-1008
relay instructions and the DZ-1000
instruction sheets don’t show this arrange-
ment though.

When I tried to slide the relay pins into
the switch motor where the wires are sol-
dered in, all that happened was they ran
into the side of cylinder-like points where
the wires are soldered in place. Is there a
trick to attaching the DZ-1008 to the DZ-
1000 that I’m not seeing?

—Pat Shediack

I forgot for a moment that some DZ-
1000s come with their wires soldered directly
into the end of the machine instead of having
screw terminals that the user can attach wires
to. Attaching the DZ-1008 is actually easier.
Simply combine the same color wires from the
machine (red, yellow, and green) with the
matching colors of the wires coming from the
DZ-1000 switch machine. Just connect them
together by soldering or with tiny wire nuts.
Then position the DZ-1008 relay conve-
niently in back of the DZ-1000 switch
machine and stuff the wires from both
machines through a larger hole in the table. 

The two devices, the DZ-1000 switch
machine and the DZ-1008 relay, do not have
to be physically attached. What you have just
done electrically is the same thing the little
bare metal prongs of the DZ-1008 relay
would have done if they were inserted under
the screw heads  into the DZ-1000.
Therefore, you can just snip off the bare metal
prongs to keep them from touching each other
or anything else and anchor the relay right
behind the DZ-1000 or anywhere else 
you might want to anchor it, even below the
table if you prefer since its location will 
have absolutely no physical bearing on its
operation. 

Attach the black wire from the DZ-1008
to the AC common of the transformer that
powers the switch machines. There are three
remaining wires from the DZ-1008 of blue,
gray, and white. The blue wire needs to be
attached to anything you want to switch back
and forth in the relay. The gray and the white
wires from the DZ-1008 relay are the result
of the switching action in the relay. When the
switch machine is thrown, the results of the
gray and white wires will be reversed.—Jim
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I just got the first of my many MTH
engines out of its box so that I now can run
TMCC and DCS on the same layout. I got
the locomotive ready to move out, with
things oiled and greased in accordance with
the manual. I added some SuperSmoke
smoke fluid that I have been using for years
in Lionel engines, but in the MTH engine,
I am getting very little smoke. Why is this?

—Frank Nardo 

My guess is that you have not fully read
the directions for the MTH Proto 2 engines
and have not set the smoke volume for the
desired amount of smoke you want to see. In
full DCS mode, you need to go to the remote
and press Menu/Control/Smoke Volume/Edit
Smoke Volume and select either the Min,
Med, or Max setting. Max will dramatically
pour out more smoke than I’ve ever seen from
any other manufacturer’s smoke unit. Try that
and let me know what happens.—Jim

I am working with a friend of mine to
install MTH DCS in his 3-rail layout, and
we are wondering about the length of the
cables we’ll need to run. We’ve both read
about the need to have cables running from
the TIU to the track at the same length and
all of that, but what we are wondering is
how critical it is to keep a short run between
the TIU and the track. Would it be accept-
able to run wires around the wall to the
block they will power, or should they be
routed across the floor beneath some rugs
to keep the wire run-length down? 

I have done DCC installations in the
past for my club and friends but have not
worked with the MTH system, so we are
trying to figure this out before the new sys-
tem arrives. What are some other good tips
for DCS wiring? Thanks for the
help.

—Kevin Chain

Contrary to most of what has been
said and misreported, the length of
wire run from the TIU to the rails can
be up to 90´ or more if the wire is 14
to 16 gauge. Also, the need to have
e q u a l  l e n g t h s  h a s  a l s o  b e e n
overblown.

The more important lesson to be
learned is to not run more than one
wire to the same run of center rail,
contrary to the days when we ran lots
of jumper wires every so many feet.
Repeated wire drops can cause the dig-
ital signal to collide in the rail, often

limiting the signal strength. Since any com-
mand-controlled engine only takes from the
track the amount of power needed to main-
tain a selected speed, repeated wire jumpers
are of no use anyway. The track may be sup-
plied with 22 volts, but the engine is only
demanding 8 to about 15 volts, depending on
the speed setting of the engine. If there is only
one wire jumper for a lengthy section of cen-
ter rail, who cares? The original 22 volts may
feed to 19 or 20 volts, but since the engine
only wants 8 to 15 volts, it will not slow
down one bit.  

Keep in mind that fewer solder connec-
tions and shorter wire lengths have a favor-
able effect on digital signal strength. When I
find that signal strength is waning, I just jump
power over to another channel of the TIU.
That starts me out with a whole new source
of digital signal, but the same source of elec-
trical power. If more than one TIU is needed
for a layout, who cares? Simply set that TIU
address as #2, to make both TIUs #1 and #2
into a super TIU, and everything is fine. You
can do this with up to five TIUs for one 20
channel super TIU.

If you have additional remotes, each
individual remote must be set for Super TIU
for that remote to broadcast to all TIUs
simultaneously. That way, any individual
engine can travel through any channel or even
any TIU and still receive its orders.—Jim

I am seeking advice on a problem I am
having with the postwar coil couplers on
my locomotives and rolling stock. I am
running my trains on Lionel O gauge
tubular track, which works fine. Because of
space limitations, I used K-Line by Lionel
O72 SuperSnap tubular switches. I chose
these because the switch mechanism does

not extend out from the switch, allowing
me to keep my lines closer together. The
switches function very smoothly, and I
rarely have a derailment. The tradeoff for
the savings in space seems to be that I can-
not run my early postwar equipment. The
pickup shoe for the coil coupler will acti-
vate when crossing the switch and uncou-
ple the train. Certain operating cars will
momentarily buzz when passing over the
switch but do not have time to fully acti-
vate. I have spoken to Lionel technicians at
the TCA York meet and at service centers,
and they cannot offer a suggestion. I am
reluctant to cut the wire or damage the
truck in any way because there are times
when operating trains that I do want to be
able to uncouple the cars. Do you have any
suggestions?

—Jim O’Connell

The place where the coil coupler is trying
to operate is right when the slide shoe crosses
over the center rail in the switch. At that
moment, it gets a jolt of AC+ that inadver-
tently activates the coupler.

Since most engines have more than one
pickup roller, it may be possible for you to
solve the problem by finding out exactly
where on the center rail the coupler slide shoe
is crossing over, and at that point only, put a
piece of clear tape over the center rail. That
will insulate it from the slide shoe that crosses
over the rail. Such a short spot of insulation
on the center rail will probably not affect the
power to the engine’s motor since the other
roller will continue to supply power to the
engine.

—Jim Barrett
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As I view the O gauge railroading
hobby from my years in the media, the
majority of interest, time, and expense is spent
in the construction of layouts with their
attending scenery as well as assembling or
modifying structures of all sorts. Frequently,
myriads of figures, plastic animals, and
appropriately sized motor vehicles punctuate
the resulting Lilliputian vistas. Of course, to
those hobbyists who build permanent model
rail empires regardless of size, this activity is
both fun and rewarding in a number of ways
that interest them. In fact, I admire examples
of craftsmanship coupled with creative talent
and an eye for the minutest of details, which
join together in creating urban and rural
scenes that are snapshots of the real world. I
have had the pleasure to work with several of
these folks to bring articles about their exquis-
itely detailed, realistic layouts and individual
vignettes onto these pages. 

To a smaller subset of people within the
hobby, the trains are everything. To that
group of folks, and I’m in there too, the only
reason for the layout is the track for running
the trains. Scenery is either
secondary or simply doesn’t
exist. Sometimes a building
or two plus a few railroad-
specific structures like a
switch tower, girder bridge,
or operating signals reside
on the layout, but some of
these props are likely to be
transitory. If this sounds
like my layout, it is. But I’ve
also talked with a surprising
number of other O gauge
railroaders who have a very
similar outlook for various
reasons.

To bring this point into
perspective, my enjoyment
of O gauge trains is primarily
watching and listening to
them run as well as…build-
ing them. Since the late
1940s ,  I  have  enjoyed
building rolling stock from

kits. Back then, kits from Athearn, Ambroid,
Walthers, Westbrook, and others were pre-
dominantly wood with some pressed steel
and cast components. Sometimes the sides
were painted and lettered, but finishing the
car always required some level of painting
and even the laying of decals. Although I no
longer get the enjoyment I used to from
assembling and painting these wood and
metal boxcars, reefers, Pullmans, coaches,
and so forth, the aroma of Ambroid cement
and Floquil paint is still quite nostalgic.

As I wrote in my editorial “Yesterday and
Today” in Run 220, February 2007, I still
have several postwar-era wooden car kits that
I bought from a former coworker as well as a
few from a local hobby shop, which is no
longer in business. But because they can
never be replaced if built, these old kits are
still intact and are around for those moments
of reminiscence. Besides, when compared to
today’s molded plastic rolling stock, cars
built from those old kits don’t even come close
for realism, detail, or just overall attractive-
ness. Plus, those old cars were extremely

heavy and frequently pulled like lead sleds in
contrast to today’s rolling stock.

Shorty after returning to the hobby in
the early 1990s, Kitty and I flew our
Skymaster over to Houston to visit several
train shops in the area. At a since-closed shop
in Bellaire, I discovered 1:48 scale plastic kits
of 40´ AAR boxcars and 40´ steel ice bunker
cars from the InterMountain Railway
Company. After buying and then building a
couple of them, I was hooked. These cars
were essentially 2-rail models but were easily
modified for 3-rail trucks and couplers. To be
candid ,  I  s t a r t ed  buy ing  a l l  o f  the
InterMountain kits I could find, much to the
pleasure of several hobby shop proprietors in
the Houston, San Antonio, and Dallas areas.
A few mail-order dealers around the country
also benefitted from my search for these plas-
tic O scale car kits.

In the mid-1990s, yet another small and
now-defunct train dealer, that one in the far
North Dallas area, introduced me to O scale
kits of 10,000-gallon tank cars and 40´ wood-
side reefers from Red Caboose. They were

Rolling Stock from Kits

1
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gorgeous! After buying his entire inventory
of these cars, I naturally broadened my search
for yet more Red Caboose car kits and met
with reasonable success. 

Photo 1 shows the components of an
InterMountain 40´ boxcar kit, with this one
decorated in the New Haven McGinnis
orange scheme. Decoration on this and every
other InterMountain and Red Caboose kit I
have is flawless. 

I didn’t photograph the sprues contain-
ing the all-plastic trucks and dummy tinplate
couplers because I don’t use them. I assem-
bled a pair of these trucks with the first
InterMountain car I built, and though they
were attractive, they proved less than satis-
factory on the rails. So my earlier cars ride on
Weaver Bettendorf trucks with plastic frames
and couplers, while the more recently built
ones roll on Atlas die-cast 50-ton
Bettendorf trucks with tinplate cou-
plers.

For the most part, I sought kits
painted in colorful liveries rather than
the traditionally somber Tuscan or
boxcar red. Photo 2 shows a com-
pleted InterMountain kit painted in
the strikingly colorful scheme of
NYC jade green and black. However,
I later acquired a small number of the
traditionally colored boxcars and
liked them. The current rolling stock
roster  on the editor ia l  CCRR
includes 30 InterMountain and Red
Caboose cars built and ready for their
next run, while another 26 kits await
construction. 

On the average, building any one
of these car kits provides two to four
evenings of fun, depending on how
much time I spend on it in each sit-
ting. I usually use solvent-based plas-
tic cement for assembling the kit’s
major components and CA on the
small detail parts. Toothpicks are
handy for applying CA in the neces-

sarily small amounts when attaching detail
parts such as ladders and air lines. Since these
cars are all plastic and include small and frag-
ile parts such as grab irons and stirrups, they
require careful handling when moving from
the display shelves to the rails and back. But
if a part does get broken, it’s easily repaired
with a small drop of CA. 

Occasionally, a grab iron came off unno-
ticed and fell into the train room’s carpet.
Within several days after the car shed its
component, Kitty announced that the vac-
uum cleaner sounded like it just ate some-
thing solid in the train room. A quick check
of the cars I recently moved to or from the
tracks usually revealed what piece was miss-
ing. After completing each car, I saved the
leftover sprues that have extra pieces on
them, so a spare part was usually available to

fix the problem.
Components for the brake rigging and

plumbing are included with each kit, but
because of the truck-mounted tinplate cou-
plers, I don’t install the air lines to the ends of
the car. Additionally, the doors are cemented
in place rather than sliding open or closed. I
also found the cars tracked best with a couple
of ounces of car weights bonded to the inside
of the car above each truck, which scale model
railroaders have known about for years. 

By the way, the molds that produced the
InterMountain boxcar kits have been modi-
fied and updated and are now producing 40´
AAR boxcars for Atlas O. These Steam Era
Classics cars differ from the original
InterMountain products with opening
doors, metal floors, and die-cast brake system
components. 

Red Caboose still offers undecorated kits
of its woodside and steel reefers, 10,000-
gallon tank cars, and fishbelly flatcars.
Unfortunately, InterMountain abandoned
the O scale kit market several years ago
because the kits generally didn’t sell. 

In a recent conversation with Atlas O’s
Jim Weaver regarding any possible future for
rolling stock kits from his firm, he related
several of his experiences and observations on
the topic. All of them demonstrated that the
market for car kits just isn’t there. How dis-
appointing! The one segment of the O gauge
railroading hobby that few hobbyists seem
interested in constructing is…the trains.

2
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January 15, 2011
ATLANTA, GA – 40th Model Train & Railroadiana
Show, North Atlanta Trade Center, 1700 Jeurgens Ct.
9a-5p, Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Charles Miller,
3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington, VA 22213, 
(703) 536-2954, www.gserr.com or rrshows@aol.com.

January 15-16, 2011
SOMERSET, NJ – Greenberg Train & Toy Show,
Garden State Exhibit Center, 50 Atrium Dr. 
10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Greenberg
Shows, 120 Easy St., Carol Stream, IL 60188, 
(630) 279-4087 or staff@greenbergshows.com,
www.greenbergshows.com.

PLANO, TX – 25th Annual Holiday Train Show,
2000 East Spring Creek Pkwy. Sat 10a-5p, 
Sun 10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: 
Bart Bartholomew, (214) 570-8898 or 
www.dfwtrainshows.com.

January 16, 2011
FARMINGVILLE, NY – Central Operating Lines All
Gauge Swap Meet, Bingo Hall, 1055 Portion Rd.
8:30a-2:30p, Adm: $4, under 12 free w/adult. Info:
Michael Iorio, 382 Holbrook Rd., Ronkonkoma, NY
11779 or (516) 314-6499.

TROY, MI – 7th Annual Troy Train Show, Athens
High School, 4333 John Rd. 10a-3p, Adm: $3, 
12 and under free. Info: Frank E. Lams, 
(248) 823-4052 or www.troytrainshow.org.

DAYTON, OH – All Trains Swap Meet,
Montgomery Co. Fairgrounds, 1043 S. Main 
(St. Rte. 48). 10a-3p, Adm: $5, under 12 free. 
Free tables for all RR Clubs and Historic RR Org.
Info: Larry Zeller, 1215 Camaro Court, Piqua, OH
45356-9793 or (937) 773-7186.

NEW BERLIN, WI – Lionel RR Club Trains &
Collectibles All Gauge Swap Meet, Entertainment
Center, 16000 W. Cleveland Ave. 8a-12p, Adm: $4,
under 13 free w/adult. Info: Art Oseland, 
(414) 764-5375.

January 22-23, 2011
MONROEVILLE, PA – Greenberg Train & Toy
Show, Convention Center, 135 Mall Blvd. 10a-4p,
Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Greenberg Shows, 
120 Easy St., Carol Stream, IL 60188, 
(630) 279-4087 or staff@greenbergshows.com,
www.greenbergshows.com.

January 23, 2011
ELMONT, NY – St. Vincent DePaul’s Model Train
& Toy Show, 1500 DePaul St. 10a-3p, Adm: $8. 
Info: Frank DeOrio, (516) 352-2127.

January 29, 2011
LA CROSSE, WI – 20th Annual Great Tri-State Rail
Sale, Show & Swap Meet. La Crosse Center, Second
and Pearl Sts. 9a-3p,  Adm: $5, under 12 free. Info:
4000 Foundation, P.O. Box 3411, La Crosse, WI
54602, (608) 781-9383.

TAMPA BAY, FL – TCA Train Show, MinnReg
Building, 6340 126th Ave. 11a-4p, Adm: $5, 
under 12 free. Info: Charlie Anyan, (727) 345-0288 
or canyan1@tampabay.rr.com.

February 5, 2011
RACINE, WI – Tri City Train Show & Swap Meet,
Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring St. 8a-12p, Adm: $3, 
children free w/adult. Info: Ron Solberg, 
(262) 488-0193.

February 5-6, 2011
MIDDLETOWN, NY – Greenberg Train & Toy
Show, Orange County Fair Arena, 100 Carpenter Ave.
10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Greenberg
Shows, 120 Easy St., Carol Stream, IL 60188, 
(630) 279-4087 or staff@greenbergshows.com, 
www.greenbergshows.com.

TIMONIUM, MD – Great Scale Model Train Show,
Cow Palace, Maryland State Fairgrounds. Sat. 9a-4p,
Sun. 10a-4p, Adm: $9, under 15 free, family $18.
Good both days. Info: Howard Zane, 5236 Thunder
Hill Rd., Columbia, MD 21045, (410) 730-1036,
www.gsmts.com or hzane1@comcast.net.

February 12, 2011
HOWARD BEACH, NY – METCA Train Show, 
St. Helen’s Church Hall, 8309 157th Ave. 9a-3p, 
Adm: $5, children free. Info: www.metca.org or
nyshows@metca.org or (718) 541-8619.

JACKSONVILLE, FL – 33rd Model Train &
Railroadiana Show, Prime Osborn Conv. Center,
1000 Water St. 9a-5p, Adm: $7, under 12 free.Info:
Alan Altman, P.O. Box 985, Land O Lakes, FL
34639, (813) 949-7197, rrows@aol.com or
www.gserr.com.

February 12-13, 2011
CHANTILLY, VA – Greenberg Train & Toy Show,
Dulles Expo and Conv. Center, 4320 Chantilly
Shopping Center. 10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free.
Info: Greenberg Shows, 120 Easy St., 
Carol Stream, IL 60188, (630)279-4087 or
staff@greenbergshows.com, www.greenbergshows.com.

February 13, 2011
WALLINGFORD, CT – Classic Shows, LLC Train
& Toy Show, Zandri’s Stillwood Inn, 1074 S. Colony
Rd. (Exit 13 from I-91). 9a-2p, Adm: $5, 12 and
under free w/adult. Info: (203) 926-1327 or
www.ClassicShowsLLC.com.

February 19, 2011
MIDDLEBURY, IN – 2nd Annual Essenhaus Train
Show, Campus of Das Dutchman, Essenhaus 240 US
20. All gauge, Adm: $3, family $6, 7 and under free
w/adult, tables $12. Info: www.Essenhaus.com or
(800) 455-9471 Ext. 450.

February 19-20, 2011
ESTES VALLEY, CO – Rails in the Rockies 2011,
Conference Center, Rocky Mountain Holiday Inn
(Hwy. 36 and Hwy. 7). Sat. 9a-5p, Sun. 9a-4p. Adm:
$5, 12 and under free w/adult. Info: Laura Trump,
(970) 577-0343 or coloradotrump@yahoo.com.

MALTOON, IL – Coles County Model RR Days,
Cross County Mall. Sat. 9a-9p, Sun. 12p-4p, Adm:
free. Info: john@coryvillestation.com.

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA – Greenberg Train & Toy
Show, Convention Center, 1000 9th St. 10a-4p,
Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Greenberg Shows, 120
Easy St., Carol Stream, IL 60188, (630) 279-4087 or
staff@greenbergshows.com, www.greenbergshows.com.

February 26, 2011
RINGGOLD, GA – TCA Dixie Div. Toy Train Meet,
The Catoosa Colonnade, Old Mill Rd. Members 9a,
public 10a-1:30p. Adm: $7. Info: Don Webb, 1171
Bowerie Chase, Powder Springs, GA or 
(770) 427-3484.

March 5-6, 2011
OAKS, PA – Greenberg Train & Toy Show,
Philadelphia Expo Center, 100 Station Ave. 
10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Greenberg
Shows, 120 Easy St., Carol Stream, IL 60188, 
(630) 279-4087 or staff@greenbergshows.com,
www.greenbergshows.com.

March 6, 2011
FARMINGVILLE, NY – Central Operating Lines All
Gauge Swap Meet, Bingo Hall, 1055 Portion Rd.
8:30a-2:30p, Adm: $4, under 12 free w/adult. Info:
Michael Iorio, 382 Holbrook Rd., Ronkonkoma, NY
11779 or (516) 314-6499.

RACINE, WI – Tri City Train Show & Swap Meet,
Roma Lodge, 7130 Spring St. 8a-12p, Adm: $3, chil-
dren free w/adult. Info: Ron Solberg, (262) 488-0193.

March 12-13, 2011
HENRIETTA, NY – Greenberg Train & Toy Show,
Fair and Expo Center, 2695 E. Henrietta Rd. 
10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Greenberg
Shows, 120 Easy St., Carol Stream, IL 60188,
(630)279-4087 or staff@greenbergshows.com,
www.greenbergshows.com.

March 13, 2011
PALO ALTO, CA – Golden Gate Lionel RR Club
Annual Show, Cubberly Community Center, 4000
Middlefield Rd. 11a-4p, Adm: $6, under 12 free.
Info: Mike Desing, (650) 574-8167 or
mdesing@att.net.

PHILADELPHIA, PA – TCA Atlantic Div. Toy Train
Meet, Plumbers Union Hall, 2791 Southampton Rd.
10a-1p, Adm; $5, spouse and family free. Info Bob
Lubonski, 8 Pheasant Dr., Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054,
(856) 608-9265.

ALTOONA, PA – Alto Model Train Museum
Association Train Show, Pinecroft Fire Hall. 9a-2p,
Adm: $4, under 12 free. Info: Ron Kennedy, 
(814) 696-9671 or Greg Miller, (814) 695-3246, 
gmamglyer@atlanticbb.net.

HAVERHILL, MA – 15th Bi-Annual Train Show,
Haverhill High School, Exit 13, Rte. 495. 10a-4p,
Adm: $4, 5-12 $1, under 5 free. Info: John Muise, 15
Mechanic St., Haverhill, MA 01830, 
(978) 373-0704 after 7p.

March 19-20, 2011
LONGVIEW, TX – Junction & East Texas Train
Society Train Show, Exhibition Building, Maude
Cobb Conv. Center, Jaycee Dr., off Hwy. 31. Sat.
10a-5p, Sun. 11a-4p, Adm: $8, under 12 free. Info:
Homer Fleischer, P.O. Box 6704, Longview, TX
75608 or (903) 297-6330.

March 20, 2011
ALBANY, NY – Mountain Toy & RR Club Swap
Meet, Polish Community Center, Washington Ave.
Ext. and Rapp Rd. 9a-2p, Adm:$5. Info: George
Washburn, 40 Hudson St., Hudson, NY 12534-2713
or (518) 828-7902.

March 26, 2011
FLEMINGTON, NJ – BRHT Train Show, Elks
Lodge, Rte. 31. 10a-3p, Adm: $5, family $8, under
12 free. Info: www.brrht.org or trainshow@brrht.org.

March 26-27, 2011
WILMINGTON, MA – Greenberg Train & Toy
Show, Shriners Auditorium, 99 Forham Rd. 10a-4p,
Adm: $7, under 12 free. Info: Greenberg Shows, 120
Easy St., Carol Stream, IL 60188, (630) 279-4087 or
staff@greenbergshows.com, www.greenbergshows.com.
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April 2-3, 2011
EDISON, NJ – Greenberg Train & Toy 
Show, NJ Conv. and Expo Center, 97 
Sunfield Ave. 10a-4p, Adm: $7, under 12 free.
Info: Greenberg Shows, 120 Easy St., 
Carol Stream, IL 60188, (630) 279-4087 or 
staff@greenbergshows.com, 
www.greenbergshows.com.

April 3, 2011
FARMINGVILLE, NY – Central Operating
Lines All Gauge Swap Meet, Bingo Hall, 1055
Portion Rd. 8:30a-2:30p, Adm: $4, under 12
free w/adult. Info: Michael Iorio, 382
Holbrook Rd., Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 or
(516) 314-6499.

HAWLEY, PA – Hawley Fire Dept. Model
Train Show & Sale, 17 Columbus Ave.
Proceeds benefit fire department. 9a-3p, 
Adm: $3, under 12 free w/adult, tables $12.
Info: Bill Delling, (570) 226-3206 or 
Fire Dept. (570) 226-9820.

April 10, 2011
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY – Kingston Model RR
Club Annual Train & Hobby Expo, Gold’s
Gym, 258 Titusville Rd. 10a-4p, Adm: $6,
under 12 $2. Info: Model RR Club, 
(845) 334-8233 or P.O. Box 1885, Kingston,
NY 12402, Attn: Pete France.

Unique products make building
your model railroad layout easy!

Order online at www.MicroMark.com
or call 1-800-225-1066!
Mention/enter code 3805 when placing your order. 
Prices good through February 28, 2011. S/H extra.

Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 07922

FREE Catalog with
any order!

Repositionable glue is ideal for figures.

$795
#84774

$23995
#83876

Folds to a compact
24” x 31” x 56”

for easy storage!

Learn how to make detailed scenery...
from start to finish...with this DVD.

Innovative O scale peel-n-stick Textured Building Papers enhance any structure.

$2995
#84780

Scenery
“guru”

Dave Frary
103 

minutes

O Gauge Roller Set converts standard
track into a locomotive test stand.

$5995
#83417

Includes roller pickup bar

Make your own 3-D buildings with
this easy-to-use computer software.

$3995
#83823

YELLOW BRICK BROWN SHINGLES
AGED FACTORY

BRICK
AGED FACTORY
BRICK DETAILS COBBLESTONECINDER BLOCKRANDOM STONE

#84731 NEW! Aged Factory Brick
#84733 NEW! Aged Factory Brick Details
#83141 Yellow Brick
#83136 Random Stone

#83223 Dark Brown Roof Shingles
#83219 Medium Gray Roof Shingles*
#83221 Dark Green Roof Shingles*
*Not shown.

System requirements: PC running Windows 2000, ME, XP, XP-Pro,
Vista. 850MHz with 250MB RAM, 230MB available hard drive space.

Locomotive not included.

#83106 Cinder Block
#83406 Cobblestone        
#83143 Brown Cut Stone*
#83189 Gray Cut Stone*

$7.95 per package of four 6” high x 9” wide sheets

Wireless Micro Camera lets you ride
“inside” your model train!

$9995
#83740

The Topside CreeperTM safely extends
your reach...reduces back and leg stress.O scale figures bring

your layout to life. 
$1295

#84130

36 unpainted figures
in many different poses

O Gauge Railroading

7 times per year

33 Sheridan Road, Youngstown, OH  44514

12/1/10

34.95

Richard Melvin

33 Sheridan Road, Youngstown, OH  44514

Richard Melvin, 33 Sheridan Road, Youngstown, OH  44514

Allan Miller, 33 Sheridan Road, Youngstown, OH 44514

Richard Melvin 70 Rocky Ledge Dr., Struthers, OH  44471

James R. Barrett 3295 Glendale-Milford Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45241

Edward J. Boyle 6065 Frontier Dr., Poland, OH  44514

✔

1   0  6   2      1   4  8  2

330-757-3020

7

O Gauge Railroading

32,000 32,500

15,050 14,636

12,030 14,788

940 1,013

28,020 30,437

28,020 30,437

-200-240

27,780 30,437

100 100

Richard P. Melvin, Publisher

✔ January 2011

12/1/10

January 2011
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AZ

www.arizonatraindepot.com

Mesa

755 McKellips Rd  Ste 5 480-833-9486

Specializing in O,O27& MTH Gauge One, MTH, Lionel, Atlas O.
Closed Sun.  Email: sales@arizonatraindepot.com.

TOLL FREE - 877-777-1444

ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT

CA

www.milepost38modeltrains.com

Anaheim  Hills

5757 - B   E   La Palma Ave 714-970-3751

100% Model Railroading. Operating layouts!
Great selection of books, magazines, videos, and supplies.

MILEPOST 38 MODEL TRAINS

CA

www.trainshack.com

Burbank

1030 N Hollywood Way 818-842-3330

So. Cal's leading "O" Gauge store!
3rd Rail, Centerline, GarGraves, QSIndustries,

TM Books & Videos, Woodland Scenics.

TRAIN SHACK

CA

www.alliedmodeltrains.com

Culver City

4371 Sepulveda Blvd 310-313-9353

"Magnificent!" "Beautiful!" "The Best!"
Our customer's words, not ours.

Largest train store ever built! 3 miles north of LAX

ALLIED MODELS

CA

www.thewhistlestop.com

Pasadena

2490 E Colorado Blvd 626-796-7791

Exclusively Trains since 1951. Authorized Lionel, MTH, LGB,
Athearn, Atlas. Open 7 days. Large selection of

O - On30 - O27 - G. Brass, books & tools.

THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP

CA

www.trainstop.com

San Dimas

211 W Bonita Ave 909-599-2602

Exclusively Model Railroading since 1974.
Huge inventory. World-Wide Shipping. N through G Scale.

Tuesday through Saturday 10am to 5pm. FAX: 909-599-1566.

TRAIN STOP

CA

www.westerndepot.com

Yuba City

1650 Sierra Ave, Ste 203 530-673-6776

Williams entire catalog in stock. Same day shipping.
Written order confirmations. Huge inventory of tinplate,

Hi-rail O, O27, books, videos, tools and supplies.

WESTERN DEPOT

CO

www.mizelltrains.com

Westminster

3051 W 74th Ave 303-429-4811

Featuring the "WALL OF TRAINS!" Lionel, American Flyer, 
Weaver, Atlas, LGB, USA, Aristorcraft.

G - O - S - HO - N Scales. Diecast Cars & Trucks

MIZELL TRAINS INC. 

CT Brookfield

457 Federal Rd 203-797-8386

Lionel, MTH, LGB, HO & N.
Buy & repair old trains. Diecast cars, more.

Tue-Fri 11-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

RAILWORKS, INC

CT Cos Cob

405 E Putman Ave 203-869-0969

Well rounded store featuring special orders.
M-S 9:30 to 5:30. Closed Sunday.

ANN'S HOBBY CENTER

FL

www.colonialphotohobby.com

Orlando

634 N Mills St 407-841-1485

O scale and Lionel.
Factory authorized Lionel repair station.

COLONIAL PHOTO & HOBBY INC.

FL

www.trains-usa.com

Pensacola

10412 N Palafox St. 850-478-8584

All scales - Buy, Trade and Sell. Operating Layouts.
Tuesday through Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm

TRAINS BY JOHNSON

FL

www.gcmrr.com

Sarasota

3222 Clark Rd 941-923-9303

Trains!   Trains!   Trains!
Operating O gauge layout.

Mon-Thu 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-5.

GULF COAST MODEL RAILROAD

GA

www.goldenknighthobby.com

Atlanta

4060 Peachtree Rd NE 404-315-6157

Discount prices on a large selection of O Gauge trains.
See web site for free shipping offer.

GOLDEN KNIGHT HOBBY

GA Watkinsville

Business 441 South 706-769-8986

Factory Authorized Lionel Sales and Service.
Operating Lionel TrainMaster Command Control layout.

Your Lionel Source!

MEMORY STATION

IL

www.berwynstoytrains.com

Berwyn

7025 Ogden Ave 708-484-4384

Largest selection of 3-rail O gauge trains in Chicagoland.
In store layout. Authorized Value-Added dealer & service.

Open 6 days

BERWYN'S TOY TRAINS 

IL

www.hobbylandfunstore.com

Bloomington

616 N Main St 309-828-1442

Large selection of G,O,S,HO and N gauge trains.
    Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Williams, Woodland Scenics.

M-F 9:30 - 5:30,  Sat 9-5   Closed Sun.

HOBBYLAND, INC

IL

www.chicagoland-hobby.com

Chicago

6017 Northwest Hwy 773-775-4848

Largest variety of 3-rail, K-Line Superstore.
Repairs done in-house. Books & video tapes.

Service is the key to our success. Give us a call.

CHICAGOLAND HOBBY

IN

www.nyctrainstore.com

Mishawaka

2000 Lincolnway East 574-255-8538

We buy and sell Lionel and Flyer.
Areas largest preowned O,S,HO and N

NEW YORK CENTRAL TOYS & HOBBIES

KY Louisville

2115 Frankfort Ave 502-897-9005

See our large selection of O gauge trains from the 1930's to the
present. We carry most current products and

offer many books and videos.

L & N TRAINS & THINGS

MA

www.drtinkertrains.com

Lexington

1 Belfry Terr 781-862-5798

Parts and service, factory experienced. Parts list available $2.
Mon-Fri 9-5. Sat 9-12. Publisher of "The Coupler"

Lionel Repair Hints. Back issues available.

DR. TINKER'S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS

MD

www.starhobby1.com

Annapolis

1564 Whitehall Rd 410-349-4290

If we don't have it, we'll get it. LGB, Woodland Scenics, Walthers
dealer, Aristo, Pola, Lionel, Bachmann, Spectrum, Proto 2000. 

Mon-Sat 10-6

STAR HOBBY

MD Forest Hill

15 E Jarrettsville Rd 410-893-1089

Model Trains & Accessories. All gauges and makes.
Hi-Rail & Scale bought, sold and repaired.

Railroad Gifts!

FOREST HILL STATION

MD

www.enginehousehobbies.net

Gaithersburg, MD

1-A East Diamond Ave 301-590-0816

Trains and more serving your creative needs.
Primarily O and HO, scenery and tools. Some NG available.

Authorized repairs and upgrades available.

ENGINE HOUSE HOBBIES OF USA

MD

www.the-train-room.com

Hagerstown

360 S Burhans Blvd 301-745-6681

The Train Room store and museum. One of the largest
collections of rare & unusual items from Lionel. If Lionel made

it, we probably have it. We also have K-Line trains.

TRAIN ROOM

MD Kensington

3610 University Blvd. 301-949-4000

Metro area's largest train shop.
Widest selection, specializing in Lionel and collectibles.

LIONEL BUY & SELL

MD

www.cmtrains.com

Thurmont

3 West Main St 301-271-5491

We speak fluent O Gauge. Atlas O, GarGraves, K-Line,
Lionel,  MTH, Weaver. We buy collections.

email - trainspj@aol.com 

CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN TRAINS

MD

www.harrisontrains.com

White Marsh

PO Box 86 410-391-3433

Selling, buying, trading and repairing quality O gauge trains
and accessories. Ask about our custom buildings. We buy train

collections.

HARRISON TRAINS, LLC

MI

www.pdhobbyshop.com

Fraser

31280 Groesbeck Hwy 586-296-6116

Atlas O, Weaver, Walthers, Precision Scale,
 Lionel parts and kits.

P & D HOBBY SHOP

MI

www.traindoctor.com

Saginaw

410 Court St 989-793-4753

Auth. Lionel Service/Heritage Dealer, MTH, Weaver, Atlas O, LGB,
Walthers, Aristo-Craft. Parts, paints, tools, supplies. Mon-Sat 

9:30-5:30

BRASSEUR ELECTRIC TRAINS, INC

MI

www.bobshobbyshop.com

Watervliet

115 N Main St 269-463-7452

Michigan's largest Hobby Shop with 12,000 Sq Ft.
  New and Used. Open Tues - Fri 12-6, Sat 9-6 

Closed Sunday and Monday

BOB'S HOBBY AND COLLECTOR SHOP

MO

www.electrictrainoutlet.com/

St. Louis

9517 Page Blvd 314-428-2211

Lionel & American Flyer Specialists.
Large selection at discount prices. We buy, sell and repair.

Value-added Dealer & Service Station.

ELECTRIC TRAIN OUTLET

NC Fayetteville

809 Elm St Eutaw Vlg N 910-485-2337

Lionel & MTH Authorized Dealer. K-Line, HO, & N. Woodland
Scenics, Evergreen, K&S. Full line hobby shop since 1967.

Mon-Fri 10-8 Sat 10-6

HAYES HOBBY HOUSE INC

NC

www.littlechoochooshop.com

Spencer

500 S Salisbury Ave 800-334-CHOO

MTH, Lionel, Atlas, K-Line, G, HO, N, Z, books & videos!
All discounted. Buy, sell & trade.

Tuesday through Saturday -  10:00 to 5:30

LITTLE CHOO CHOO SHOP

NC

www.trainloft.com

Winston-Salem

4007-B Country Club Rd 877-550-6019

Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, K-Line, Sunset/3rd Rail. Large
selection of older MTH. Store layout.
First in O gauge! Mon-Sat 10 to 6.

TRAIN LOFT

NJ

www.hobbyshopnj.com

Aberdeen

1077 - C    Route 34 732-583-0505

MTH Mega Station  HO, N and O Gauge.
Tin Plate and Standard Gauge. Sales and Service.

Open 7 days

HOBBY SHOP-ABERDEEN 

NJ

www.tonystraintown.com

Cedar Grove

575 Pompton Ave 973-857-2337

Authorized Marklin and Lionel Sales & Service.
LGB, O27, HO, N and Z scale trains.

Sales and Service!

TONY'S TRAIN TOWN-CEDAR GROVE

NJ

www.track33.net

Clarksboro

255 Jessup Hill Rd 856-423-2723

Authorized Service Station #330, K-Line, Authorized MTH dealer
and service center, Aristo-craft.  (fax) 856-423-6644

TRACK 33

NJ

www.atlanticrails.com

Folsom

1228 Mays Landing Rd 609-567-8490

Lionel Value-Added Dealer. Authorized O gauge dealer for: MTH,
K-line, Atlas O, GarGraves, Williams.

Department 56

ATLANTIC RAILS

NJ

www.genestrains.net

Kearny

228 Belleville Tpk 800-955-3992

Auth. Lionel, Atlas and MTH dealer.
LGB, Aristo-Craft. & U.S.A. retailer.

Also, HO & N scales.  Books, videos, repairs.

GENE'S GRAND CENTRAL STATION

mailto:sales@arizonatraindepot.com
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NJ

www.timstrainroom.com

Pt Pleasant Beach

715 Arnold Ave 732-892-5145

Lionel Value Added Dealer, authorized MTH Retailer. A Complete
Model RR Store with expert repair & service.

N, HO, S and O Gauge. New location open 7 days a week.

THE TRAIN ROOM

NJ

www.biglittle.com

Somerville

63 W Main St 908-685-8892

All scales Z thru G, Open Tues-Fri 11-7 Sat 11-5
Also stock Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics, Scenic Express.

Custom orders encouraged.

BIG LITTLE RR SHOP 

NJ Totowa

294 Union Blvd 973-942-2694

Lionel, K-Line, GarGraves, Atlas. Ameri-Towne Buildings.
Authorized Lionel Service Station.

New and Used. Buy and Sell.

WALKER'S HARDWARE 

NJ

www.trainsnthings.com

Vineland

936 E Weymouth Rd 856-697-8844

Lionel Value Added Dealer/Auth. Service Center.
HO,O & G Scales Thomas & Friends RR.

Track, Scenery. Buildings, Ready to Run Sets

TRAINS-N-THINGS-VINELAND

NV Las Vegas

2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

Lionel, MTH trains and accessories. New and used.
Buy, sell, repair. Value-Added Dealer and Service Station.

TRAIN ENGINEER

NV

www.renorails.com

Reno

1229 E 4th St 775-337-6669

3-rail/O gauge, MTH - Rail King, Williams, K-Line, Lionel,
Industrial Rail, used pre & post-war.

Open 7 Days a Week.

RENO RAILS

NY

www.tomstrainsny.com

Ardsley

686 Saw Mill River Rd 914-478-9365

The largest Lionel dealer in Westchester County.
A huge selection of Thomas the Tank Engine items!

We're located downstairs at Ardsley Hardware.

TOM'S TRAINS-ARDSLEY

NY

www.delhistation.com

Delhi

1260 Peakesbrook Rd 607-746-6900

G - O - S - HO - N scale trains and accessories.
One of the Catskills most complete train shops.

 Wednesday through Sunday -  10 to 5

DELHI STATION

NY

www.jktrains.com

Marlboro

1461 Route 9W 845-236-4096

Authorized Lionel service station. Replacement parts and
repairs. HO, O, S  and standard Gauges.

Trains/models/rockets/ remote controlled toys and slot cars.

J & K TRAINS & PARTS

NY

www.willishobbies.com

Mineola

300 Willis Ave 516-746-3944

Since 1949 Long Islands largest hobby shop!
LGB, O, HO, N, Marklin HO and Z.

Books, scratch building supplies, die-cast and more.

WILLIS HOBBIES INC

NY Schenectady

2037 Hamburg St 518-372-9124

Lionel, Weaver, MTH, G gauge.
Open Monday thru Saturday 10-5,

Thursday & Friday until 9.

MOHAWK VALLEY RAILROAD CO

NY

www.villagetrainandhobby.com

Windsor

191 Main St 607-655-1700

Your model train superstore. Authorized Lionel, MTH, Atlas
dealer. We sell buy and service G-O-On30-S-HO-N.

Tue/Wed/Fri 10-6 - Thurs 10-8 - Sat 10-5 - Sun 10-2.

VILLAGE TRAIN AND HOBBY

OH

www.uncleraystrainsoh.com

Avonlake

32961 Pinoak Pkwy Suite 3 440-933-0609

     3 Rail, 2 Rail  and O Gauge Accessories
Quality Customer Service 

UNCLE RAY'S TRAINS

OH

www.robbies-hobbies.com

Columbus

4578 N High St. 614-265-7288

Specializing in Z, N, HO, O and G Scale European & American
Model Trains. Marklin, Walthers, Lionel, MTH, Atlas. 

We Buy and Sell Used Toys and Trains.

ROBBIES HOBBIES

OH

www.dixieunionstation.com

Mason (Cincinnati)

110 W Main St 513-459-0460

Full service trains, all scales new and old
bought, sold and traded.

DIXIE UNION STATION

OH

www.stockyardexpress.com

Oberlin (W. Clev.)

49293 Plate Rd 440-774-2131

Where the bull stays in the barn
and the train rolls down the track.

 Authorized MTH Service & Demo Center

STOCKYARD EXPRESS

ON

www.toytrainworkshop.com

Cumberland

1260 Quigley Hill Rd. 613-833-8331

MTH  Authorized Service and Demo Center
Lionel Authorized Service Center
Lionel, RCS, Weaver, 3Rd Rail 

TOY TRAIN WORKSHOP-CANADA

ON

www.cvrco.com

Streetsville

184 Queen St 800-464-1730

Lionel, MTH, K-Line, GarGraves. Operating layouts.
Authorized repair centre. Used Marx, AF and Lionel.

We buy and appraise collections. Wide selection, all trains.

CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY CO LTD

PA

www.nstrains.com

Broomall

2343 W Chester Pk 610-353-8585

Lionel, American Flyer, Williams, new MPC, Standard O and S
gauges bought, sold, traded. Authorized Service Center. 

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS INC

PA Elizabethtown

2 W High St 717-367-4745

Lionel authorized value added dealer SS#250
See our large selection of Lionel trains

M & T 12 - 6 Th 12 - 9 Fri 12 - 5 Sat 10 - 4

BARRY'S TRAIN SHOP

PA

www.hhs.net/fairchance

Fairchance

90 Church St 888-454-6635

Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Brio, LGB.
Good prices. Expert repairs.

FAIRCHANCE PHARMACY

PA

www.joestrainstation.com

Feasterville (Phila.)

21 East Street Rd 215-322-5182

Lionel, Flyer, LGB. K-Line, MTH, Marklin. HO, N, Z
Large displays. Buy/Sell/Repair. M-F 12 - 8. Sat  10 - 5

Sunday 10-5  December Only. Closed Sat In July & August

JOES TRAIN STATION 

PA

www.imperialtrainco.com

Imperial

450 Penn Lincoln Dr 724-695-7552

MTH, Lionel, Kline, Atlas-O, Gargraves, USA Trains,
scenery supplies, repairs. O, HO and G Scales.

Collections bought. Large MTH Inventory.

IMPERIAL TRAIN CO.

PA Leola

321 E Main St 717-656-0666

O, O27, HO, S. Authorized Lionel Service Station #344.
Buy, sell, trade, repair and restore toy trains.

CONESTOGA HOBBIES

PA

www.undergroundrrshop.com

New Castle

1906 Wilmington Rd 724-652-4912

Buy/sell/trade,repair all types of trains. Giant Lionel miniature
village display during holidays. M,W,F 12-5, Sat 10-4 Holiday

Hrs. M-S 12-9, Su 12-5. Since 1985

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SHOPPE

PA

www.etrainshop.com

Strasburg

Rte 741 E 717-687-7911

From trains to scenery, everything for the layout builder.
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Open 7 days.

Next to Choo Choo Barn.

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP

PA York

17 Market St 717-699-1234

Train specialists in O, HO, S and standard gauge. 
Most diversified selection of MTH in mid-atlantic region.

Loaded, one of Americas 10 best shops.

B & E JUNCTION 

QC

www.maxtrains.com

Montreal

4058 Monselet 514-322-8626

Factory-trained service center for Lionel and MTH.
Operating Layout. Also Aristocraft, USA Trains and Carrera.

MAX TRAINS

TN

www.trainsmemphis.com

Memphis

1266 Sycamore View Rd 901-384-6500

Factory direct for MTH. Lionel, Atlas & Weaver.
One of the largest inventories in the Mid-South.

 Monday thru Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM 

MODEL RAILROAD & HOBBY SHOP

TX

www.lonestartrains.com

San Antonio

4161 Naco-Perrin Blvd 210-655-4665

Specializing in classic era trains. Lionel, Flyer, Atlas O. Trains,
toys, books,videos & more. We buy collections; store or 

individual. All gauges.

LONE STAR TRAINS

VA

www.traindepot.biz

Chantilly

713944 I Willard Rd  703-953-3767

Authorized Dealer/Repair Center for MTH and Lionel.
Aristo-Craft/USA/Athearn/Model Pwr. Atlas/AF. 1-1/2"  Ride on.

G,O,S,HO,On30,N,Z  Gauges. RC Boats/Planes/Cars.

TRAIN DEPOT-CHANTILLY

VA

www.stauntontrainshobbies.com

Staunton

331 N Central Ave 540-885-6750

Lionel Svc. Center #117, 3rd Rail, HO, N. Plastic models &
supplies. Rockets. RC Cars. Garrett Metal Detectors.

Thomas Wooden RR Items.  M-F 10-6. Sat. 10-5. Sun 1-4pm

STAUNTON TRAINS & HOBBIES 

WA

www.tacoma-trains.com

Tacoma

3813 North 26th St 253-756-7517

Large selection of O gauge trains, scenery, paints & tools.
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.

TACOMA TRAINS & HOBBIES

WI

www.Sommerfelds.com

Butler

12620 W Hampton Ave 262-783-7797

Lionel, MTH, LGB, Aristo-Craft, K-Line, American Flyer, Athern,
Greenberg, Matchbox. Repairs, buy, sell, trade. 

SOMMERFELDS TRAINS INC

WI

www.aplustrains.com

Elroy

130 Main Street 608-462-8720

Widest selection in 150 miles G, O, S, HO, N, Operating layouts,
Lionel & MTH Bldgs, Wooden Thomas Toys

Mon - Fri: 9 am - 5:30 pm, Sat: 9-3, Closed Sundays 

A PLUS TRAINS

WI

www.railtycoon.com

Green Bay

1353 Velp Ave 920-496-9697

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Weaver, Williams, Woodland Scenics.
Books, videos, magazines. Buy-Sell-Trade-Repair.

M 12-7, T-F 10-5. S 10-2. Nov - Mar

GB TRAIN SHOP
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