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 Chapter 1

It was sunny and 85 in early September
in Upstate NY as Tessa drove South on interstate 81. She was
finally taking a break and heading up the house her family owned a
gift from their Aunt’s estate after her death four years ago on the
Cape. A seven hour drive with just her dog Leia and her thoughts of
what has happened over the past five years of her life.

Its
fine, Tessa thought to herself,
I will be alright. She
plugged her IPod into the Jeep and thumbed through until she found
her strong girl playlist.

How could anything be wrong when Abba
is blasting Dancing Queen all around her? She pet her black shaggy
labradoodle and noticed how badly she needed a haircut.

“Sorry girl, I should have thought
about this last week, but we will find a place girl, a doggie spa
that will make you the prettiest pooch on the Cape.”

The phone rang and its was
Phoebe, they had been best friends since 11th grade, since Tessa’s
parent’s separated and now Phoebe was her sister in law. Tessa
pushed the hands free button and the music stopped.

“Hey Phoebe what’s up?” Tessa
answered.

“Not much, what have you been up to I
haven’t talked to you in a week?” Phoebe asked.

“Just busy, you know working a lot,
what have you been up to?” Tessa asked.

“Just hanging out, have you talked to
Luke?” Phoebe probed.

Ouch that
hurt, she could feel the heat in her
throat moving up.

“I talked to him
yesterday, he is doing alright, he seems to think he is going to
change and fix us,” Tessa gave a forced laugh and continued, “but
that’s why we are here. That among other things, but it is what it
is.”

Phoebe seemed uncomfortable with the
conversation. “Hey you know you didn’t have to send me money, I
know it wasn’t your plan to call off things”.

Tessa knew she didn’t have to send her
attendants money but there was no way she could have felt alright
with them having paid for the dress and shoes they bought to wear
once.

“Well I thought I could buy them from
you, you know have a big party when I get home from my vacation and
we certainly could use something to make the bonfire
with.”

Tessa and Phoebe both
laughed,

“Vacation? Where did you decide?”
Phoebe asked.

Tessa laughed as she remembered that
she hasn’t even told her Mom she was leaving today.

“I am on my way to Cape Code, Leia and
I are on 81 about to get on 88, headed to the house there and no
one is going to be there all month, I just needed to get away you
know,” Tessa giggled.

“Wow a month hu? You sure you can
afford that?” Phoebe asked

Tess knew she was asking out of
concern.

“Phoebe, I am going to be fine, I have
been saving for a year now and slamming the overtime lately so I
will be fine for a few weeks, as long as I avoid too much retail
therapy!”

Phoebe knew that Tessa used humor to
get through many of life’s uncomfortable situations.

“Tessa I am here for you, I know we
haven’t talked in a week but I have been thinking about you and
want you to know I love you and I think you made the right
decision,” Phoebe said sweetly.

Tessa responded softly, “Thank you I
know you’re here, I know you’re busy too, hey if you need to get
away I am just a seven hour drive.”

“Hmm with Alex working on the farm and
me taking online courses I just may take you up on that, but you
know I do have baggage” Phoebe rubbed her pregnant belly as she
laughed. “You should probably ask Jade.”

Tessa laughed, “Maybe we could make it
a girls getaway, you guys could swing by the farm and grab my gown,
and bring yours along, we could go out all dressed up in them and
then come back to Aunt Ann’s’ place and jump in the ocean in them,
Ya know mess the dress, maybe we could have Laura come up and take
photo’s!”

“Hey Phoebe I have to
start paying attention to where I am going, so I will talk to you
soon ok? Oh and my parents think I am headed here on Monday so
don’t mention it to Alex ok? I just wanted to avoid the emotional
see you soon.”

Phoebe promised her lips were sealed.
They briefly talked about making some sort of plan. As Tessa was
exiting to get on 88 south they hung up and Aretha’s RESPECT
blasted through the car.

Tessa laughed and patted Leia “Five
more hours girl and we’ll be there”.

Phoebe got off the phone
and tears formed in her beautiful green eyes. She could not believe
what was happening to Tessa. She wanted to kick Luke right in the
balls for what he had done to her friend. She was thankful she was
pregnant because if not she would probably wind up in jail!
Calm down she said to
herself as she rubbed her stomach, just 8 weeks and she will be
ready to meet this little bundle of joy in her belly. She was a
little concerned that Tessa may not be emotionally ready to coach
her during labor. Oh boy …or
girl. She walked into the room that was
decorated in tan and light green, no paintings or boarders yet. A
chair rail was on the wall opposite the dark cherry crib with the
space above waiting for a boarder that will give the room a gender
identification.

Tessa turned up the radio as she got
on the I-90 Massachusetts turn pike. Pearl Jam filled the
car.

“Ok Leia we need to pull off soon and
find a place for us both to go to the bathroom and get you a drink,
half an hour tops,” she promised her dog.

Tessa started singing along with Eddie
Vedor. “Everything has changed absolutely nothings’ changed, so
true!”

I should be moving to
Seattle. Ya about
four years ago when Luke was at SU! She
kept thinking better late than
never.

Nothing As It Seems played and she
continued to drive.

Leia whined and Tessa realized it had
been over an hour since she promised her furry friend they would
pull over. Tessa pulled over and they got out, she walked Leia
around and finally Leia settled on a place to do her
business.

Tessa cleaned up after her and
realized this is not something either are used to. At home Leia
would go to the wooded property edge, not attached to a leash or 10
feet from her Momma.

“Lots of changes ahead girl but we’ll
adjust together. wo mean bitter bitches,” she laughed.

Tessa opened the back of the jeep and
put Leia in and opened a bottle of water pouring it carefully into
her dish so that it wouldn’t spill.

Tessa walked into the
building and towards the restroom. Tessa hated public toilets,
probably because her Grandmothers always wiped down and lined them
and talked about all the germs and diseases she could get if her
backside touched the seat even for a second. As she stood above the
toilet she was envious of her four legged friend,
this would be easier if I was on four
legs!

She flushed the toilet with her foot
and grabbed some paper towels and put them under her arm so she
could wash her hands, dry them off, shut off the water and open the
door without getting nasty germs on them.

“Love you Grandma Mary and Grandma
Martha, you taught me well!” she said as she left the restroom and
deposited the paper towels in the garbage outside.

It was nearing seven PM and Leia and
Tessa had just about had enough of the road trip. The GPS spoke the
directions and Tessa listened intently. About 30 miles from MA 25E
and then about half an hour from their destination. Traffic wasn’t
that busy and Tessa was glad she had timed it so that she would
avoid rush hour and her planning was impeccable for a Thursday
arrival.

She decided to phone Kendall to let
her know she was almost there.

“Hey we are about 30 miles
from Ann’s place on the Cape,” Tessa sang to her younger
sister.

“When did you leave?” Kendall
said.

Kendall was a feisty blonde, as were
all of her siblings she had crystal blue eyes and lived life to its
fullest. Kendall loved to travel. She planned to take yearly trips
to some pretty amazing places. Australia would be the
first.

Tessa’s family had inherited the Cape
House when Ann had passed away. They loved the beach and planned to
visit when they had long weekends off. Tessa traveled too much with
Luke to have the time to come with her family. This was the first
time she had been to the Cape since her beloved Ann died. Her
family rented the house and made enough to pay the property taxes
and maintain it so that people would want to continue renting year
after year.

“I left about 7 hours ago, decided to
not sit around and wait till Monday, which I planned perfectly
since the traffic is great right now. I was wondering if you could
text me the security code.”

Kendall sent the code to Tessa’s cell
and they chatted making plans for Kendall to come and hang out for
a weekend. She missed her family, although she had been living home
since the breakup she worked too much to really enjoy them enough.
Ever since she could remember she has been on Luke’s schedule. He
was not blatantly controlling but his mood worsened when he was
asked to do family things instead of hang with his team mates or
friends. Unless of course he felt he was losing her. Tessa hoped
they would all come up soon, it would be nice to be with
them.

She found the house wasn’t exactly as
she remembered; each time someone visited they made some sort of
improvement. Tessa pulled into the parking area in front of the
houses, the parking lot was shared with the neighboring homes. Leia
jumped out. They walked to the door with a couple bags in arm and
walked into the back porch. It was the entire length of the house,
about 50 feet and all screened in. They opened the door and Tessa
knew immediately that this would be a perfect place for Leia to
lounge when she needed to run out and do errands.

“Wow Leia look at this, we won’t need
to put you in a cage when I need to give you some big girl time,”
Leia wagged her tail and sniffed around. She seemed pretty
happy.

Tessa punched in the code she laughed
as she did knowing where this combination of letters and numbers
must have come from. They entered and saw how much the place had
changed since Ann had passed away. She immediately knew things were
going to be fine, it still felt good being here.

The floors were tiled in
the huge kitchen to the left, to the right a study and a bathroom.
The study use to be Ann’s room. The entire floor plan had been
opened up. The kitchen was stainless with white cabinets and
granite countertops that looked like slate. There was a large
island with a stove top and small sink, opposite them was seating
for five people which opened up to the dinning room which opened to
the enormous living room with a beautiful fireplace. Tessa looked
past the living room and saw the most amazing scene. Off of the
Living room there was a patio area that was about thirty feet deep.
It had been just a small deck before. Off of the black concrete
stamped patio a yard that was about thirty feet and all fenced in
with a white picket fence with a small gate leading to the
beach, this was new as
well, Tessa thought.

“Let's go Miss Leia; you’re going to
love this!”

They walked out and saw the outdoor
kitchen with beautiful Adirondack furniture scattered everywhere.
There was not a soul on the beach, very private, and as beautiful
as ever. Tessa opened the gate and they walked to the water. The
sun was going down and she stood in awe of this beautiful peaceful
scene. What a blessing this place is, and always had been, a
perfect place to heal.

Tessa yelled “Jump in
girl!”

Leia was off like a light, she ran to
the water and splashed around she seemed so happy to be here. All
the splashing reminded her that she needed to use the bathroom.
They walked to the yard and Leia shook off and began sniffing
around. Tessa latched the gate and walked up the yard to the patio.
As she entered the house she realized that the center of the second
floor had been opened and had a balcony. There were four other good
size rooms and of course the center room which was the master
bedroom. Its balcony faced an entire wall of windows that looked
out over the beautiful Atlantic Ocean and to the left a lighthouse
on a peninsula of rock not far from here.

Tessa entered the master
bathroom and looked in the mirror. Her hair was all pulled back
into a very sloppy bun held together with a large black clip. Her
makeup was worn and a bit smudged. She wiped it with her ring
finger; she looked down at it and saw the light indentation that
she wore like a scar. It’s going to heal
she thought it will be fine. She released
her blonde hair from her clip and it hung to the middle of her
back. She combed it with her fingers and the long waves relaxed she
felt the tension release from her scalp.

“Ok girl lets grab our stuff from the
Jeep, I bet your hungry hu?”

Tessa and Leia walked to the back of
the house and she saw a small black convertible sports car pull
in.

Through the window she saw they driver
hit the steering wheel as if he was angry. Leia barked and
distracted her from the man in the car.

Tessa was throwing on her shoes when
she heard a knock at the door, she jumped and her overly protective
pal growled and barked. She opened the door and was face to face
with the man from the car. They starred at one another for a moment
in uncomfortable silence that broke when Tessa could no longer stop
herself from smiling, he was beautiful.

“May I help you?”
damn he was cute, brown
messy hair shaped his chiseled face and square jaw.

“Hello I am Collin and I think you’re
in my parking spot, do you driving the navy Jeep?”

Tess felt bad, “I am so sorry I didn’t
realize…”

Collin was clearly uncomfortable he
loosened his tie and cleared his throat stopping Tessa mid
sentence.

“Yours is second row third
over,” he said and very quickly turned to walk away.

“Alright I was just going
out to grab some things, I will move it now,” Tessa said to his
back.

She wasn’t sure if he had
heard her and when she glanced at him walking away her eyes froze
on his backside, Good Lord
she thought.

She grabbed her keys as she walked out
the door. She patted Leila’s head and told her to stay.

Collin was in his car and sat back and
ran his fingers through his brown hair. Tessa watched him as she
pushed the button unlocking the Jeep and got in to move it.
Thinking he was attractive was clearly an understatement he was
beautiful, perfect actually. She wondered what his eyes looked like
behind the dark aviator glasses he sported. It had been awhile
since she had looked at a man other than Luke and had these
thoughts. Must have been the long drive listening to all those high
school songs and remembering the old days. She knew that what she
needed was not to fill the hurt with fantasies about the vision in
the black sports car. Tessa jumped out and grabbed the rest of her
things and went inside.

Collin walked into his
house and wondered how long this one was
staying, people had been in and out since
the beginning of May, the new owner he had only met once and she
seemed pretty cool, but this revolving door was for the
birds.

He threw his keys on his entry table
and walked into his sprawling kitchen. He wondered what Joan had
left for dinner tonight. Joan was his housekeeper, he traveled a
lot for business and when he was in town she kept the fridge
stocked with meals that he could just warm up when he returned home
from the hospital or overseas.

He was just 28 and had already
revolutionized the health care industry. He had invented a drug
that helped people with cancer deal better with the side effects
from chemotherapy and was now working on security and health for
third world countries. He graduated from high school at 17. He
completed his bachelor’s in two and a half years. He had just been
honorably discharged from the Navy with his MD. His troubled youth
and family life made him focus on his studies. He had relationships
but none that lasted any longer than two months. He made it very
clear to anyone he had ever touched that he was going to put his
studies and work first, he would see them when he could. Collin
loved sex and was damn good at it, he knew this. He could please
women and made it his mission to make sure they were satisfied
before he finished. When they wanted to stay the night he reminded
them that he needed to study or work and that he was not
relationship material. One might think this would drive women away
but it did not, they tried even harder to keep up with
him.

Women were easy, they were drawn to
him first because of his looks and second because of the chase. He
watched his mother, a drug addict, bring men in and out of their
home. It was always the same she would come home drunk or high with
a new guy at least once a month. Those who stayed and were there in
the morning she would make them breakfast and treat them as if they
were a king. This would last about a week, a month at the most and
eventually there would be an argument always involving alcohol or
drugs, and he would leave. She would sit on the couch for days,
speaking as few words as she could, chain smoking, and crying. The
ones who came and left before dawn and did not stay for breakfast
did not have the same effect on her. She could function and it was
usually a great week, when she acted as a real mother and not the
woman who stumbled over herself to please a house guest. There was
very few that were ever asked to return as soon as she had received
what she was after, be it drugs or money.

Collin’s favorites were flight
attendants, women he met away on business, once in awhile the
tenants from next door who came and left within a week, and those
who wanted no strings. By his second year in med school he could
pretty much figure out who was who before he ever put a finger on
them. Tonight it was Amber a flight attendant that he had been in
contact with for about a year, they were good together. She was
kinky as shit, dark hair and legs that went on forever. She never
stayed and after several hours of play time she would leave and let
him know when she may be back in town again.

Tessa was not big on casual drinking.
She never really enjoyed alcohol, she used it to let loose. She was
on vacation and decided to pop open a bottle of Dobie Blues and
hang out on the Patio with her dog tonight. She set her iPod up on
the Bose and turned on Pearl Jam. She loved listening to the live
version from a Concert she had attended with her cousin in
Schenectady back in 2000. She closes her eyes as she sat reclined
in her chair as she hugged her knees and looked out at the water
with Leia lying faithfully at the foot of her chair. She must have
been real tired because she fell asleep out in the fresh Ocean
air.

Collin couldn’t stop thinking about
the new tenet and sort of wished that Amber wasn’t coming in
tonight. There was something about the girl next door. She smiled
at him when he was short; she wasn’t rude like the natives and
normal tourists that he encountered lately. He even felt at a loss
for words which had never happened before. She was beautiful, that
long blonde wavy hair and those gorgeous blue eyes that looked like
a reflection of the ocean on the calmest, clear, sunny day. As he
ate his chicken parmesan he couldn’t help but think about the
tenant. She had a hot body that he had a chance to admire as she
walked out to move her Jeep. Great full perky breasts and a round
ass, that looked like he could bounce a quarter off of. He thought
about her as he walked into the bathroom to shower before Amber
came over. It had been a week since he had had sex and as usual he
wanted to ensure he had enough stamina to keep up with the very
hungry Amber. He did his normal routine in the shower and jerked
off to the picture in his mind of the tenet with great tits. Now he
could outlast Amber, for sure he thought.

When Amber came into Collins she wore
a black coat that hung just above her knees. She had heals and
black stockings on. Collin opened the door and let her in. He took
her hand and kissed it as she walked in the door. He grabbed her
and turned her so she was facing the wall. He took her coat off her
to reveal the black corset and guarder belt that she wore to hold
up the stockings. He gently pushed her against the wall and spread
her legs with his knee. Amber gasped and knew that she was in for
one heck of a night. He rubbed his finger against her and felt that
she was already wet.

He licked his lips and whispered,
“Ready so soon?”

He turned her back around and pointed
down. She slowly went down on her knees and was face to face with
what she had been thinking about all day long. He was huge, and his
girth was very impressive. She released him from his white linen
pajama pants as she licked her lips. She was always so hungry when
she arrived. He slowly walked backwards as she followed him on her
knees pleasuring him. He opened the door to his deck and they made
their way out side. She looked up at him with her mouth full and he
put his finger to his mouth so that she knew it had to be quiet. He
knew that this could take forever since he had just released this
week’s pent up frustrations in the shower so he let her go at it.
After several minutes he was still not as hard as usual, he looked
at the kitchen window next door hoping to see the tenant through
it. He pulled and pushed her head in and out as she sucked his
massive tool.

Tessa woke from her slumber and looked
up to the light house she watched as the light moved and shown all
around her new neighborhood. It was beautiful. She looked to her
left and saw Collin standing on his porch his head tilted back as
if he was looking at the sky. He was beautiful his skin bare,
sculpted like a model from the window at Hollister. The rays from
the light house moved past him and she could only see his shadow
now. A women emerged from behind the railing, oh my, she thought
she felt like a voyeur as she stood trying to quietly sneak into
her house. She startled her dog and Leia barked.

Crap she thought, “Shhh girl lets go inside it’s
alright.”

It was very dark outside
and she fell as she tripped over the bottle of wine she had left
sitting to the side of her chair, making a loud noise in this very
silent night. Damn it!

Her movement caused the
motion sensor to kick on the lights on the side of the
patio. No way,
she thought. She felt her face turn crimson red as she saw his
shadow and that of the woman on the deck next door.

Unbelievable, his lips curled up into
a smile as he pointed to his door that the woman ran through to get
inside, she was laughing.

He turned to Tessa and said in a deep
husky voice, “Goodnight”.

Tessa did not respond but
turned her back to her neighbor and hurried Leia into the
house. The audacity of that man was
unreal, seriously on the deck with his neighbor 30 feet
away!

Tessa heard a car start and pull out
of the parking lot.

Tessa grabbed a glass of water and
chugged it down fallowed by two more. She did not want to wake up
in the morning feeling awful so she took a couple ibuprofens as
well. She made her way up the stairs and walked into the master
bedroom. She grabbed a tee shirt out of her bag and threw it on.
She made a mental note that it was to be given to good will, it was
Lucas’ and she no longer wanted it. She patted the bed and Leia
happily jumped up and snuggled in next to her. She said her prayers
and fell fast asleep.







 CHAPTER 2

Tessa and Leia rose early in the
morning. In preparation for her wedding Tessa had lost twenty
pounds by simple walking or running every morning. She now looked
at this as a release, something she needed to do. She would not let
herself get back to feeling insecure about her body. She looked
better than she did in high school, and felt better too. She dug
through her bag and grabbed her sports bar and shoved the girls in.
They hadn’t changed with her weight and she could thank her
grandmother for that. She threw on a tee and some running shorts
and put her wild hair up in a sloppy bun. She brushed her teeth and
threw on her running shoes.

Leia was pacing knowing
that she was going for her morning run. They walked out the back
door and started down to the beach. As she turned left and began to
jog she saw him coming up from behind, oh
great she thought as she picked up the
pace so she could avoid what she knew would be a totally awkward
moment. Leia was also aware that he was there and she barked her
fool head off. She growled and turned around slowing Tessa
down, damn it,
she thought not him girl let’s go,
she turned to tug at the leash and tripped
falling over a piece of drift wood. She fell flat on her butt and
as she looked up he was standing over her, his hand was extended
offering her help up.

“Good morning,” Collin was trying not
to smirk.

“Ya you too,” Tessa mumbled as she
stood on her own refusing his hand.

Leia took this opportunity
to take off for the water; Tessa turned to sprint after her and
stumbled as she felt the pain shoot up her ankle. He grabbed her
before she fell and pulled her into him. What was that she thought as she
quickly pulled away from him, she had felt a shock move through the
arm he grabbed.

“You okay?” he smiled as he released
her.

“Yes thanks,” she couldn't believe it,
it was so embarrassing to have just fallen twice in front of this
man.

Quickly she realized that Leia was
missing. Tessa looked all around and then watched as Leia was
running and splashing into the Atlantic Ocean. A sheer look of
panic struck as she watched her dog swimming farther and farther
into the water. Leia had never been in the water that deep, she
started to run but the pain in her ankle was so sharp that she fell
again. Collin followed her eyes to the direction that was causing
her such pain. He saw the dog was getting deeper into the ocean, he
kicked off his shoes, tore off his shirt and ran towards the
dog.

. Tessa screamed, "Be careful she may
not react the way you expect!”

Collin had reached Leia and grabbed
her around her middle. They made it in to shore and Leia shook off
and began barking and jumping around facing him. He bent down and
patted her. He laughed and told her to come and she followed him
back to the beach where Tessa watched in amazement.

Tessa could not believe her eyes Leia
had actually let someone touch her, they walked back to Tessa. She
stood, this time she let him assist her by grabbing his
outstretched hand, she tried to hop she could not do it so she
lifted her foot leaning on Collin and started to jump on one foot
towards her place.

He laughed, “I know you don't want my
help but you're going to have to take it,” he swooped her up into
his arms and carried her.

He felt her body tense and shake
slightly. Tessa was so embarrassed by her reaction. She fit
perfectly into his arms and it felt good, and it did not make her
happy. Leah followed behind not afraid of this man, they were now
friends.












 CHAPTER
3

Collin opened the small white gate to
the patio and latched it behind them. He set her down on the chaise
lounge and walked to the glass doors that led into the house. The
door was locked.

“I am going to get you some ice what’s
the code?"

Without hesitation she told him.
Something about him made her feel safe. There was softness about
him, and if Leia trusted him she knew she could.

He opened the freezer and filled the
dish towel with ice. Her phone rang it was the Star Wars theme song
and he grabbed it as he walked out the door.

"For you," he said handing her the
phone.

As she answered he put the ice on her
ankle.

"Damn that hurts," escaped her mouth
before she could say hello.

"What’s going in Tessa? Everything
ok?" it was her sister Kendall.

Tessa, overwhelmed felt tears well up
in her eyes and she was unable to answer with anything but "Uh
hu."

Collin felt a bit uncomfortable, he
reached for her phone, “May I?"

“Hello this is Collin who am I
speaking to?" he listened and smiled

"Kendall yep that's me, your Tenant"
Collin paused and listened," oh ok, your sister was going for a run
and well long story short she ended up on her bottom and twisted
her ankle pretty good.... no I’m sure it's not broke probably
sprained. She is in a bit of pain, yes I have some pain meds might
make her tired but should help.... No problem.... Yes here she
is".

He handed her the phone
and mouthed I will be right back
and pointed to his house leaving Tessa alone to
talk to his sister as he fetched the meds. Leia followed
him.

“Hey sorry, no I am fine…Seriously? No
that sounds great, everyone’s coming? Wow good I may be a bit
whiney and in the need of pampering by my sisters and brothers,”
she laughed “Ok see you in a few hours, drive careful, I love
you.”

Tessa was glad they were coming; it
would be loud, busy and fun for the weekend. Kendall was driving up
now and should be here in five hours.

Collin returned with some meds in his
hand, “These will make you feel better.”

Tessa looked at him and laughed, “Just
to warn you I am not good at drugs.”

“These will make you a bit slower,
muscle relaxer and these are just a high dose ibuprofen,” he said
as he handed them to her with a glass of water.

Tessa swallowed them down and he sat
in a chair next to her and Leia put her head on his lap and he pet
her furry head. Tessa figured the least she could do is make
conversation.

“So thank you for your help, I really
appreciate it. My sister will be here in a few hours and the rest
of my family will all be here as well, I am sure we will be a bit
loud and possibly a bit obnoxious over here so you should feel free
to come over and have dinner with us, you can bring your girlfriend
if you’d like.”

He smirked “Thanks for the invite, I
will check my schedule.”

Tessa sat quietly as she tried to
figure out what to say next. She couldn’t read him and it drove her
crazy! She still had not been able to see his eyes; he sported
those shades every time she saw him. She decided to look out over
the ocean so that she might not feel so uncomfortable.

She could feel his eyes, well his
shades, burning a hole through her. “Would you like a drink, you
could grab a beer out of the fridge”.

“No I’m good,” he said and sat back
and drank the water he had brought over.

“I don’t want to keep you from
anything I am feeling better thank you,” Tessa lied her head felt a
little heavier.

“I think I will hang out to see how
those pills effect you, wouldn’t want to leave you here alone you
might try get up and end up falling on your ass again,” he
smiled.

Damn even his teeth are
perfect she thought.

Tessa sat and couldn’t believe how she
was feeling, her face was hot, her head felt heavy, and her eyes
were not easily focusing anymore.

“How are you feeling,” Collin asked
with true concern in his voice.

“Like crap,” Tessa blurted
out.

Oh I can’t believe I just
said that but she couldn’t stop what was
rolling off of her tongue.

“I haven’t drank in a
month and I feel like I have been doing shots, my ankle is
throbbing but I really don’t care, and these clothes are bugging
me, how are you feeling?”

Collin laughed out loud, “I’m good. I
am going to run over home and grab a hat.”

Tessa laid back and watched that dog
follow him over again. She woke when he lifted the ice from her
ankle. He was wearing a white base ball cap that had the Red Sox
emblem on it. He looked even hotter with that hat on; he had
brought over a plate of fruit and cheese and said she should eat
some as he walked in the house to get fresh ice.

“I am going to put this on your
ankle,” Collin said as he gently placed it.

Tessa laughed and popped a grape into
her mouth.

“That tickles, I think, I need to go
inside for a minute,” she giggled and pushed the ice off and was
standing up before he could argue.

She tried to do it alone, he stood and
made sure when she fell, again, he could catch her. She slowly
moved between pieces of furniture until she came to the door. She
opened it and nearly fell; she caught herself and stopped for a
minute. She made her way to the bathroom and shut the door; she
started the bath, and finally removed her sports bra that had been
cutting into her for what seemed like hours. Collin stood by the
door shaking his head. He leaned against the wall and waited until
he heard her get into the bath.

Was she seriously doing
this right now? He felt uncomfortable,
frustrated actually. He wanted to yell at her for being so
careless, the girl was clumsy, and now hopped up on pain meds she
is taking a bath. Maybe she had plans, he certainly hoped so, she
was hot. Bronze skin and pedicured feet, her hair long and blonde,
and her eyes crystal blue. Her body was tight and breasts full, he
would love to get his hands among other things on them. He wondered
if she would like to play without strings. He heard her begin to
splash around and he wondered if she was alright.

Tessa grabbed a towel and wrapped her
hair; she brushed her teeth and put away her toothbrush. She
grabbed her dirty clothes and wrapped a towel around herself. She
was high as a kite and began to laugh out loud.

“You alright in there?” Collin
asked.

“Oh damn,” Tessa had forgotten he was
still here; she began to laugh again and said “yep just
great.”

Tessa removed her hair from the towel
and shook it a bit.

“Um Collin, can I ask you for a favor?
Could you not look when I come out please?”

He replied, “Fine.”

Tessa hopped out of the bathroom
feeling refreshed, she saw him leaning against the wall looking in
the other direction. She hopped and stopped until she reached the
stairs. She decided she would crawl; she turned to see if he was
looking and his back was still turned.

She continued up the
stairs on all fours as he turned to watch, damn on all fours his jaw
clenched.

He grew agitated and finally,
“Seriously you need to just lie down and quit messing
around.”

He stomped towards the stairs and she
stopped, and looked at him and began to laugh.

“Really? I am just trying
to get some clothes buddy, I forgot you were here. If I am annoying
maybe you should march you perfect ass home. Your girlfriend may
not like you being over here helping the clumsy naked chick from
next door,” Tessa laughed.

She was so
frustrating he thought. He grabbed her and
threw her over his shoulder and marched up the stairs.

“Your stuff in the master
bedroom?” he asked with a dark tone in his voice.

“Why yes it actually is, it’s this…”
she laughed as began to tell him where it was.

“I know where it is,” he
interrupted.

He dropped her on the bed and started
going through her bags that were still packed. He threw her a shirt
and some shorts and even grabbed her panties and bra. She was
speechless, and a little intimidated by him. He grabbed her shirt
and shoved it over her head and she quickly put her arms through
the holes.

He grabbed her panties and she started
to object and he glared, “Don’t.”

He pulled them to her knees and
followed them with a pair of boxer style shorts.

“I think you can get it from here,” he
turned his back.

She was so annoyed and her face red
she yelled, “Maybe I don’t want to wear this!”

As soon as the words escaped her mouth
she felt like a three year old. She put her hand over her
mouth.

Collin turned, “I don’t care just put
them on…or I will!”

She gasped and he pulled her shorts
up, she was so angry she stood up and began to walk out she started
to fall again and he grabbed her and pulled her inches from his
face.

“Your staying here, you’re going to
rest, you’re going to heal so help me God or I will bend you over
my knee and…” he stopped when he noticed how big her eyes
got.

Tessa was breathing hard and in shock,
not the way she would have thought but shocked because it was kind
of a turn on. He noticed her eyes and closed his and leaned in so
that their foreheads touched.

“You are a pain in the ass,” he said
as he lifted her up and walked to the bed.

He pulled the blankets down and gently
laid her into bed. The room was spinning and he could see her eyes
were getting extremely heavy.

“Perfect ass hu?” he said as he pulled
the covers over her.

“Yep, I am sure you knew that already,
I am sure I am about to fall asleep, could you do me one last
favor?” he shook his head yes.

“Take off those damn
glasses, I have not been able to see your eyes, I want to know if
they match the rest of you,” she reached up and pulled them slowly
off of him. “You are gorgeous.”

With that her eyes closed and head
began to nod. He laid her back down and propped her foot. He knew
she would be out for a few hours he leaned down to tuck her in and
she pulled his arm around her and rolled to her side. He didn’t
fight it and lay next to her. He smelled her hair and breathed her
in. He fell asleep. His phone vibrated in his pocket and he woke
up. The clock said 5PM. He tried to pull his arm out of her
clutches and she moved slightly and in her sleep spoke.

“It’s going to be alright now,” and
she fell into a deeper sleep.

He lay looking at her with
his arms pulled tightly across her body. She was beautiful. She
pulled his arm tighter across her chest, nuzzling her backside
against his pelvic area. Seriously this is
not happening, he laid his head on the
pillow and she rolled into him a bit, fully relaxed. He watched as
her chest rose and fell with each breath, he closed his eyes and
waited for his escape.

~

They both woke to Leia
barking. Oh shit he thought a he felt her startle beneath his arm. What the
hell had he done, he never napped and here he was doing it with
this girl he had just met a few hours ago. He could feel her tense
and took in one last deep breath of her very sweet smell. She
started trying to slide out from under his arm and wondered what
the heck had happened. As she slide from under him she felt him
ease up and they both sat up and starred at each other briefly
before they heard Kendall.

"Who’s a good girl, who’s a good
girl," they heard Leia's nails tapping as she danced around in the
tile floor downstairs. They heard the back door open as Kendall and
Leia walked out onto the patio.

Again their gaze met each
other.

"Are you feeling any better?" he asked
breaking the silence.

“My ankle still hurts and my head is
very foggy, how did we end up in here?" she blurted out.

She could see his body stiffen as he
stood.

"You decided to take a bath and tried
to make it up the stairs, I carried you because you were” he
stopped, “not being a good patient. We got you dressed and I helped
you into bed, you passed out and grabbed my arm, talked about my
perfect ass," he said with that smirk knowing he was making her
uncomfortable, "I guess we both fell asleep until your dog
barked."

Tessa looked at him with a question in
her eyes as she tried to stand he grabbed her arm so that she would
not fall and whispered in her ear.

“If something happened with us you
would remember…trust me," he said trying not to smile.

"Well Collin I thank you
for helping me out," damn his eyes are
blue, she thought “I am sure it'll all
come back to me."

~

He helped her hop down the stairs and
they walked out to meet Kendall.

Kendall smirked at them, “How are you
feeling?”

Tessa scowled and replied,
“Fine.”

Collin interrupted “I am sure it’s not
broke or she would be in a lot more pain, I gave her pain meds that
well, made her a bit loopy, tired, and a real pain in the
ass”.

Kendall laughed, “That’s not the pain
med’s she has always been a pain in the ass.”

They both laughed and Tess scowled at
them.

“Our family will be here
in an hour or so, I stopped and grabbed some lobsters if you don’t
have plans you should come back and hang out tonight,” Kendall said
“That’s the least we could do, you did take care of our little
Tessa.”

Collin walked into his house and saw
his phone, he had 3 missed calls and several messages he had missed
since he had gone out to take his late morning run. He thumbed
through his phone and saw that Amber had left a message and
texted.

He decided to text her
back.

-something’s come up and I am not going to be able to see you
tonight.

Amber replied,

-ok I won’t be back around for a month,
hopeful that we can “get together” again then. I hope your feeling
better, after being sent away last night before things even got
started I wonder if it was me or you were really ill.

That was it, uncomplicated and easy
just how he liked it. He checked his email and saw his itinerary
for his trip next month. He would be gone for five weeks in Ecuador
training and helping at one of the small villages and hospitals he
helped build and fund.

He always loved going away to new
sites and old “friends”. For now a month at home hanging out
sounded good, real good now. He could finish up his next paper and
it would be published before he returned from Ecuador. He sat back
and ran his hands through his hair, and rubbed his nose. He could
still smell her on his hands, she was so damn distracting! He threw
his shoes back on and went out the back door to take a run. Leia
was barking at the gate jumping around when she saw Collin. He
leaned over and patted her head; he saw Kendall and Tessa sitting
on the patio.

“She loves you,” Kendall said “I think
she wants to go with you”.

Collin laughed, “sounds good if it’s
all right with her.”

Tessa looked down and could feel her
face flush.

“Sure her leash is on the fence post”
she said and waved dismissively.

He opened the gate and she sat as he
attached the leash and they were off like a light.

Kendall looked at Tess and said “You
certainly are short with him, what’s up with that?”

“He is arrogant,” Tessa
responded and realized her face was heating up.

Kendall laughed, “Ya but he’s hot,
might be the distraction you need right now!”

“Kendall really, I don’t think so!”
she laughed “Besides I am more than sure he has a
girlfriend.”

“No Tessa Collin doesn’t do
relationships,” she said. “I have been here a hand full of times
and have seen only a couple women leave there, I asked about his
girlfriend once and he told me he doesn’t have time for those just
occasional friends.”

Tessa felt her jaw drop “Are you one
of them?”

“Seriously Tessa did you really just
ask me that? Mom would have my ass!” Kendall laughed.

“And you’re trying to hook me up when
you know it’s wrong? Mom will have your ass for that too,” Tessa
laughed.

“Well I just figured one of us should
check it out and report back, you know live vicariously through
each other, besides you’re already tainted,” she said
laughing.

Kendall ducked to avoid getting a
pillow to her head, “I don’t think that’s a good idea I could kick
your butt and run, and no matter how fast you hopped you couldn’t
catch me.”

They laughed.

“I am going to unload the car; will
you be okay without me for a minute?” Kendall laughed as she walked
through the door.

Tessa was alone and grabbed the remote
to turn on the tunes. Sirius 90’s channel. Hard Knock Life by Jay Z
was on; funny that was always one of her favorite songs but from
Annie, not the rap version. She laid back to enjoy the evening heat
and listen to some music. Her head felt fine now and she was
remembering some of the events that happened earlier. Sublime’s
“What I Got” played and she laughed at how silly the song was. The
line about the dog running away made her laugh.

Tessa heard Kendall talking and
realized the rest of the family must be here too. She was overcome
by a feeling like everything in the world would be ok. Alex and
Phoebe came in and Jake brought his girlfriend. Molly and Cory, her
other sister, the oldest of the five and niece Sydney walked out to
the patio. Sydney ran and jumped on her lap and they
hugged.

Kendall waved Collin over. He saw the
gang all hanging out on the patio and Tessa simply looking like she
was in heaven as she held the beautiful blonde haired little girl
with the big blue eyes that matched hers. Collin felt a lump in his
stomach and wondered if this little cherub was hers. Leia ran and
jumped on Tessa’s chair, the little blonde girl laughed and hugged
her.

Tessa looked up at him and smiled,
“Thank you.”

She looked even more
beautiful sitting there than he had remembered. She was surrounded by everything she loved, her safe
people. They softened her he thought.

Jake her brother came running out of
the house, playing his air guitar to the song, “Remember this
concert Tessa? You took me when I was in high school to the Finger
Lakes Performing art center, I skipped school wonder if Mom and Dad
know about that.”

Jake was then aware that there was
company and he reached out his hand.

“Hey man I am Jake,” he
said with a warm inviting smile.

Collin shook his hand and introduced
himself. Jake offered him a beer and he obliged they chatted for a
few minutes. Kendall interrupted and she and Collin walked over to
his place.

Maggie and John came in, carrying a
huge cooler filled with drinks and salads. They hugged Tessa and
the other kids and went into the kitchen to put things away. John
went over to the fire pit and met Kendall and Collin as they walked
back over with wood.

Tessa sat almost pouting as they set
up the Volleyball net and drank. She saw Collin turn towards her
several times throughout the night. He was so handsome and at ease
with this family. One she loved with everything she was, that she
had neglected for Luke.

Molly sat next to Tessa as the three
colored in a coloring book with Sydney. They watched as the guys
and girls played volleyball. Molly laughed as she looked at Tessa
who was biting her bottom lip with one eyebrow raised staring at
the game. Alex, Phoebe and Collin played on one team Jake, Kendall
and Cory on the other. Collin well he just looked amazing. His tan
khaki shorts hung low on his hips and hit his knees.

“Pretty nice view huhTessa?” Molly
smiled.

“Great View,” Tess replied before she
even thought about it.

Molly laughed
yes it was she
thought.

Jake’s girlfriend Sarah was helping
Maggie set the table. Dinner was done, Tessa needed a
drink.

“Do you think I could have a drink
it’s been awhile since I have taken that pain pill that kicked my
butt?”

Molly laughed “I will get you
one.”

Tessa and Sydney colored and Molly
returned.

“How are you doing Tessa, we were a
bit shocked when you sent the text you had already left. Mom was
really worried about you, so was I,” Molly rubbed her
back.

Tessa smiled “I am good, this is a
great distraction, being away from everything, and now that you’re
all here it’s pretty perfect.”

Maggie yelled for everyone to come
eat. And the guys and girls playing Volleyball all came in, went in
the house and washed up for dinner. Collin went to his house and
returned with a black tee on. She was disappointed; she smiled as
she shook her head and looked down. She hopped into the house to
wash her hands and go to the bathroom. She looked in the mirror and
smiled, she brushed her teeth and put on some lotion, she could
tell she had gotten some color today and didn’t want to
peal.

When she returned the table was full
the only empty spot was between Sydney and Collin.

Sydney smiled and touched the chair
next to her, “Great view Auntie Tessa.”

Tessa smiled and kissed her head “Sure
is.”

Collin stood and pulled out Tessa’s
chair before she had the chance too. Her face immediately felt hot
again.

“Thank you”, she said
softly.

Molly got up and grabbed the bottle of
wine that sat by the lounge and filled Tessa’s glass.

“Thank you,” Tessa said to Molly and
they both smiled.

Dinner was great everyone seemed to
enjoy themselves, John talked a lot about Organic farming and
mentioned more than once that it was a very busy time of the year,
after several comments like that Tessa noticed Maggie kick him
under the table. Tessa smiled knowing how uneasy he was about not
being at the farm for even a minute at this time of year. Collin
saw her smile as she pulled her hair back and twisted it and let it
lay to the side.

Sydney yawned and Molly laughed,
“Looks like someone is ready for bed, say goodnight to
everyone.”

Sydney walked around the table giving
everyone hugs and telling them goodnight. She reached Collin and
looked up at him.

“Night Night Great View”.

Tessa began to choke on her wine and
stood up to leave the table before she spit a mouthful across the
table. She threw her hands in the air like she had taught Sydney to
do when something went down the wrong way and stopped
coughing.

“Good job Auntie Tessa you put your
arms up like a big girl,” she threw her arms around her legs to
congratulate her on her big girl accomplishment.

“Molly could I go in and
turn a movie on for her?” Tessa asked.

Molly shook her head yes, and Tessa
limped in with Sydney.

“Well that was uncomfortable,” John
said laughing “But I agree with Sydney you are one handsome son of
a gun.”

They all laughed.

Alex went and grabbed everyone a drink
and jokingly put one in front of his parents, he knew there 2 drink
rule, well Moms rule, Dad took it and smirked at his wife who was
looking at him disapprovingly.

“That’s for kicking me,” he said as he
kissed her cheek.

He finished his drink and said that
they were going to retire for the night. He pulled out Maggie’s
chair and grabbed her hand and they walked inside. He scooped
Sydney up in his arms and brought her upstairs.

Tessa walked outside and grabbed what
looked to be the last of the bottle of wine.

“Damn Tessa what’s it like to drink
again and not be the DD for the guys, you sure you can handle
another glass your looking a little tipsy,” Jake joked.

“It’s alright not necessary but
alright,” she said with a sad smile. “Could you go turn on some
tunes please?”

“What shall it be?” he
asked.

“I don’t care just not music,” Tessa
said.

“How about the 90’s channel again?” he
asked.

“Sounds great,” Tessa
answered.

They had all moved to the patio and
the guys cleaned off the table. They were all pretty tired and
tipsy when they finally sat and enjoyed the evening
breeze.

Collin could tell that they were all
concerned about Tessa, and he was sure it had little to do with her
ankle. The song You Ought Know by Alanis Morsette came on, then her
brothers sat looking at each other and began making up their own
words, one would start and the other would step in, Tessa laughed
at them knowing that she had done the same thing when singing songs
to them when they were all younger.

“I want you to know, that I'm sickened
by you I wish nothing but the worst for you,” Jake sang.

“An older version of me” Alex took
over, “Is she big cheasted like me.”

“Would she go down on you in a
theatre,” Jake sang as he smiled at Tessa.

Tessa chimed in, “Does she speak
red-neckedly and would she smoke your doobies.”

Kendall sang “I'm sure she makes a
really excellent bar whore”

Collin was having a great
time as he watched them laugh and sing, he was relaxed for the
first time in years, and they all made him feel very welcome. He
could tell Tessa was getting drunk, she couldn’t keep a straight
face, her hair fell around her eyes and he thought,
What must have happened to her. He wondered if the song they sang together had anything to
do with it.

Kendall changed it to the hair nation
station and the song Have A Drink On Me started playing as Molly
finally came out to join the group. She was the oldest sister, the
one with a child.

“Hey could we get a group picture
before any of you passes out,” Molly laughed.

Collin offered to take it and he
snapped about twenty photos. Phoebe grabbed the camera and told him
to get over there. It was like the parting of the red seas, all
Tessa’s siblings moved so that Collin had to sit pretty close to
her lap. Phoebe immediately began shooting. He moved her ankle so
that he would not sit on it, and was told to move back until he was
practically on her lap, his back touched her chest. Tessa put bunny
ears behind his head as she leaned over his shoulder to make a
silly face, he turn towards her and they were nose to nose for what
seemed like ever.

“Alright Alex time for bed big Boy,”
Phoebe said as she grabbed his hand and led him inside.

Molly and Cory, Jake and Sarah, and
Kendall followed suit leaving them sitting there looking down
uncomfortably close to one another.

“This is awkward” she laughed, “It’s
nice but awkward.”

Damn those words flow to
easily when I drink!

He just sat there watching her as she
squirmed. He smiled and spoke.

“You have a great family Tessa, you
all seem to enjoy each other so much,” he said with a question in
his voice.

“Ya they are pretty great, most of the
time” she joked.

His stare made her feel like she was
going to jump out of her skin, and he knew it.

He smiled “Ya know this has been the
most fun I have had in years, my family is small and scattered
around the world.”

Again in typical true Tessa form she
opened her mouth and out it flew.

“I think you looked like you were
having a pretty good time last night,” her eyes now wide with a
look of terror.

He laughed “Wow, well that’s one way
to point out the white elephant in the room.”

“Or the one on your deck last night,”
damn why couldn’t she stop this, “Sorry, I don’t drink often, and
this is part of the reason, I open my mouth and stuff just comes
out, no control.”

She looked up at the sky. “By the way
where is your girlfriend?”

Collin laughed at her trying to avoid
eye contact, “We kind of went through this earlier, I don’t have
one, and by the shape you seem to be in now I will probably have to
answer it again another time. So listen up okay.”

He grabbed her head between his hands
so she was looking at him and did not let go.

“I don’t have a girlfriend,
relationships are messy, I don’t have time for that. What I do
enjoy is the occasional no strings kind of relationship. I like
sex, for hours, I like to give and receive, over and over and over
again. When I have had my fill and so has my partner I can
concentrate on work. I love to hang out with my friends but only
have time for a handful. And right now I wish that I could throw
you over my shoulder and take you over to my place and have you
over and over and over again.”

Tessa sat with her jaw dropped staring
at him, her body pulsed everywhere, if she wasn’t so turned on she
would slap him across the face right now. She closed her eyes, took
a deep breath and slowly removed his hands from her head, she sat
up on her knees and inched her way towards him. She grabbed his
hair and gently moved his head to the side and whispered in his
ear.

“You couldn’t handle it, I
have been with the same man for five years, I gave him everything
over, and over again, wherever and whenever he wanted it,” her
breath was hot and her voice husky as she continued, “I kept it
hot. I just called off our wedding because he didn’t know how to
treat me. Sex, hot, dirty, loud, earth shaking sex, is just that. I
wanted more and he wanted everything but to return the respect I
gave. I can be a whore in the bedroom, beyond what you can probably
even bring yourself to ask you friends with no stings, so as I sit
here and see your excitement grow,” she said as she looked down at
his bulging pants and purposely bit her lip “ I can promise you
this, I am not a no strings kind of girl and I never will be, as
hot as you are and as lonely as I am I am telling you over and over
and over again, NO!”

Tessa released his hair from her hands
and lightly shoved his head back as she shook her head and looked
into his eyes, they were heavy and filled with desire, his breath,
deep and hot. She was proud of herself and began to look at him
with a superior look.

He stood slowly in front of her and
grabbed her around the waist and threw her over his shoulder, “You
will say yes, I guarantee it.”

Tessa kicked and hit as he walked
towards his house, she said “I will scream if you don’t put me down
now”.

He smacked her ass and said in his
arrogant tone, “Yep you will scream, and moan and yell my name,” he
stopped and spun around and walked towards her house

“But first you will beg Tessa, I can
promise you that, you’ll beg me at least a handful of times before
I unleash on you,” he laughed.

“And I can promise you, you pompas
arrogant ass that you’ll be on one knee in front of God and my
family before that happens,” she yelled.

The light came on and the door opened,
Molly stood there as he set her down inside the doorway.

“She needed some help
getting in, goodnight ladies,” Collin turned and walked out the
door.

“What the hell was that all about
Tessa,” Molly asked.

“He is impossible,” she said as she
looked at her sister “he drives me crazy!”

Molly laughed “I get that, you guys
looked at each other all night at dinner, is there something you
wanted tell me?”

“I'm going to bed,” she
limped up the stairs and crashed in the bed next to Kendall and
fell asleep very fast.

Collin walked to his house
and slammed the door that woman is
frustrating and it turns me on and he went
into his bathroom and took a very cold shower before climbing into
bed and falling fast asleep.
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The next morning Tessa stood waving at
her parents from the parking lot saying goodbye as Collin sped into
his spot and stopped.

“Good morning,” he chuckled when he
noticed her quickly turning and walking towards the back door
trying to escape him.

He was very amused by her trying to
avoid him. Leia bound towards him and he patted her head as he
walked her towards Tessa.

“Thanks Leia,” she scowled at the
faithful companion that was all too taken with her
neighbor.

He squatted down beside Leia and pet
her, he turned and stared up at Tessa and reached for her
ankle.

“Nice piece of wrapping,” he said
admiring her ace bandage.

“My Mom fixed me up before
she left, she is a nurse.”

“That’s wonderful.” he said “and what
about you?”

“I am a nurse as well. I just finished
my degree.” she answered.

“How long are you here?” he
probed.

“I was going to stay for the month but
I have this really creepy neighbor that asks a lot of questions,”
she answered with a smile.

“Well what’s he look like, sounds kind
of hot, I bet he’s a great view” he smiled that sexy little grin as
he said it.

“Ya he’s cute, you know, for a creepy
neighbor, pretty full of himself though, pretty arrogant. Actually
I am not sure how his head fits through his doorway sometimes,” she
smiled.

Jake popped his head out. “Hey man are
we still on for today?”

“Absolutely I just went
out and grabbed a few things, if you want to take this I have a
couple more bags to grab in the car.”

“Dude is that a
Cayman?” Jake asked
“Sweet ride!”

“Thanks,” Collin smiled.

Perfect time to
escape, Tessa thought as she turned to
walk inside.

“Hey Tessa want to give me a hand?”
Collin asked

”I would love to,” Tessa said in a
very chipper over exaggerated voice.

Ok so this is how it’s
going to be now, cool.

“Hey I grabbed this for your niece so
she could wear it on the boat today, is it the right size?” he
asked.

She shook her head “Yes but what boat,
what’s going on?”

“I lost a bet last night, so I owe
your family a boat ride around the cape” he said with a
smile.

“A bet? Seriously? What were my
brothers betting you, that you couldn’t get me in your bed last
night?” she turned and was about to walk away.

He spun her around “I am pretty sure
your brothers didn’t seem like the kind of guys to pimp out their
sister, It was the volleyball game, besides you need to get over
this, I don’t want you in my bed, I am afraid you’d never stop
talking,” he laughed.

Her face began to turn red and she
grabbed a couple bags, he leaned over her shoulder and stopped
her.

“Not my bed Tessa, I want you here
like this from behind, and I want you in the water with your legs
wrapped around me, on my boat in the middle of the day, just not my
bed,” he winked as he smacked her in the ass with a twelve pack of
beer.

Why couldn’t she learn to keep her big
mouth shut, she could see how much satisfaction he was getting out
of this. She followed him into his place with the bags. His house
was much different than she had expected. It was clean, very clean.
Not something she would expect from a man who lived alone. The
appliances were stainless and the countertops concrete. The floor
was thick planked hardwood that looked like an old barn floor the
walls grey with lots of natural light flowing in from everywhere. A
perfect mix of old and new. It was breathtaking. From the outside
you would have never expected this; it looks like a large, ok well
huge, log home.

She helped him fill the cooler and
noticed he had bought two bottles of Dobie Blues, when he realized
she saw it he smiled and winked.

“Pretty good hu?” he
grinned.

She smiled, “Pretty sad actually,
trying to get me drunk, not real confident in yourself are
you?”

Leia was sniffing around and about to
get on his leather couch when Tessa yelled at her.

“See that’s why she likes
me better,” he grabbed a thick throw blanket and told her to
wait.

She sat patiently until he looked at
her and said “Ok Girl.”

Leia sat on the couch and looked at
Tessa.

Tessa scowled and said
“Traitor.”

The cooler was packed. Collin went out
on the deck, Tessa followed him.

“If you come through here and go under
the deck you'll come to a door. Go down the stairs and you’ll come
to the boat launch.” He told Tessa’s family.

She looked around and saw the hot tub
and the fire pit, it was a good six feet off the ground you could
see everything from here, even Ann’s back yard, she noted. She felt
so at home here, she closed her eyes and hugged herself.

Collin watched her as she stood there,
she looked so peaceful he didn’t want to disturb her. He pointed
for Leia to get down from the couch and she followed him over to
Tessa’s back porch. He made sure the water dish was full and put
some food in her food dish.

“You be good girl,” he
said as he patted her on the head.

He walked through the house and to the
deck; she stood in the same spot. He watched her look out over the
water she seemed so content. He felt the same calm, the same ease
in watching her. She could feel his eyes on her and she turned
around.

“Are you ready? Tessa asked
sweetly.

“Sure am,” he replied
quietly.

“Hold on I need to take Leia home,”
She said looking around for her.

“Already did,” he said and gave her a
shy smile.

“Thank you Collin.”

Tessa followed him down to the
enormous space under the house. It held a beautiful 30 foot boat.
There was a deck up top and a cabin with a gully below.

“This is beautiful,” she
said.

Collin smiled and got everyone on
board. He handed Sydney the life jacket he had gotten her and
pulled out a captain’s hat he had also bought her. She was all
smiles when he promised he would let her drive the boat.

They cruised slowly out into the water
and took in the breath taking views. The afternoon sun was getting
hotter, Tessa pulled off her sweat shirt she had a white halter
swim top on. She threw her hair up into a messy bun and slipped her
shades back down. She applied sunscreen and lay down on the lounge
and fell asleep.

Alex, Jake, Cory, and Collin sat up in
the captain’s area with Sydney. Although the boat was anchored
Sydney thought she was driving and was having a great
time.

“So what’s up with you and my sister,”
Jake asked and the other’s snickered.

“That’s a good question, I think her
and I could be friends but sometimes I get the impression that she
can’t stand me. Reality is I don’t know her all that well. So
nothing is going on,” Collin laughed.

Sydney looked at him, “My Momma said
that your name was Collin, but when they were talking about you
they said you were a great view, I asked Momma why and she
said…”

“Alright kiddo that’s enough of that
story,” Cory said as he grabbed Sydney up and tickled her until she
was laughing a deep belly laugh. “Let’s go see what Mom’s up
to.”

Alex and Jake took turns telling
Collin a bit about Tessa, that she had just called off a wedding
and that she really did love him but knew that things never would
be what she knew life could be. She had dove into her studies and
finished her degree that he made her feel was worthless.

“She is really vulnerable right now; a
week from today was her wedding date. I don’t know what you’re into
dude but steer her straight. She is amazing with a heart as big as
this ocean.” Alex said and shook his head and looked
miserable.

“Ya know I just like to meet new
people, I don’t start something with anyone until I am sure they
know it’s all work for me. I work hard and would never hurt her,
she sort of drives me crazy you know,” Collin laughed.

“We lived with her for 18 years, we
know all too well how crazy she can drive people, not so much us
but our parents. All heart, and she gets a great deal of
satisfaction out of helping and doing for others. I remember one
day she was driving out of the school parking lot and I threw a
snowball, hit the biggest guy out there, an honest to God accident,
after seeing the kid grab me and pushing me down shoving my face
into a snow bank over and over, Her crazy ass pulled over blocking
half the traffic running in dress shoes and a skirt and shoved him
so hard he fell into the snow, he jumped up as if he was going to
kick her ass. She got nose to nose with him and said something
about having a small penis and needing to feel like a big boy by
shoving a kid less than half his incredible grotesque size down.
Then told him that if he ever touched me or any other kid and she
found out about it she would fuck him up. It was the most
embarrassing moment of my life but my boys thought it was hot.
Before the cops came she was grabbed by one of her friends and
tossed back into the car she was swearing like a sailor the whole
way home. Growing up with sisters our friends all had big ass
crushes on all three of them but with Tessa being so flirtatious
she was always the favorite. We both got into plenty of fights when
they would start talking about what they would like to do to them,
pissed me off and grossed me out at the same time,” Jake
laughed.

Collin laughed at their stories, they
continued talking about her for what seemed like hours.

Tessa woke to watch the sun go down.
Today was supposed to be her bachelorette party, she smiled
thinking this was even better, and she knew all these people loved
her. Her friends were always the guys growing up on the farm, girls
brought too much drama and would always try to outdo one another.
All except for a few of them those she had in her wedding party.
Her family was her light. Sydney ran up to her and hugged her
tight; she always made her feel much better about the
world.

Tessa heard Collin laugh and she was
brought out of her funk. His laugh was as beautiful as he was. She
walked up to them with Sydney on her back and asked what was so
funny.

“Well it’s top secret but I will tell
you it’s not at all about you or your crazy antics when you were
younger,” Collin winked at her.

She scowled at her brothers and Sydney
looked at her thoughtfully.

“It’s ok aunt Tessa everything is fine
the sun is going down and it’s beautiful and a great view” she said
with a sheepish grin.

“Alright you,” she pulled up her shirt
and blew on her belly making a loud tooting sound “You’re so lucky
you’re a beautiful intelligent princess or I would feed you to the
Whales”.

They all ate the dinner they had
warmed up on the boat, it was starting to get dark and they decided
to head back in. By the time they docked Sydney was fast asleep on
Tessa’s shoulder. She noticed that no one had drank all day and
there had been no nonsense, not something she was used to. No big
man trying to make someone seem small and insignificant. No women
throwing themselves at men for attention. Tessa was able to relax
and it was great.

Molly took Sydney and Tessa grabbed
her sweatshirt and put it on, it was getting chilly. She grabbed
the garbage and whatever else she could carry and walked off the
boat. Collin and the boys grabbed the coolers full of
beer.

“It’s been a great day, thank you so
much,” she said to Collin.

“I had a great time; hey I could turn
the hot tub on if anyone is interested, it’ll take about half an
hour or so.”

Her brothers and their girls said
sure.

“I will put the beer next to the tub,
see you soon?” he asked Tessa.

She smiled and shook her head
yes.

Tessa went home and put on her bathing
suit bottoms brushed her teeth and pulled her hair into a side
ponytail. She looked in and saw Molly and Sydney fast asleep in one
of the rooms. She turned off the light and walked down the stairs.
She brought Leia in through the house and out to the back yard to
do her business. She threw together a tray with cheese, crackers,
and some fruit. She went out the backdoor and Leia followed her
next door.

Everyone was already in the tub. She
served them a snack and took off her towel. Her brothers started
making chick a chicka wow wow sounds and Phoebe and Sarah smacked
them. Again the only seat left was the one next to Collin. He had a
glass of wine waiting for her. She smiled and took a sip. She put
it back on the ledge and asked where the music was. He pushed a
button and a control panel lifted from the ledge. He chose Sirius
80’s music and Berlin’s “Take my Breath away” was ending and Jake
started singing “Take my breasts away,” and they all
laughed.

They talked about music and what the
greatest bands of their generation were. They decided on Pearl Jam,
Zeppelin, and Counting Crows made the cut.

“You’re all missing some great stuff,
Jazz, Blues, and instrumental pieces,” Collin said. Tessa
laughed.

Jake asked Collin to show him what
else this tub could do, he pushed a button that caused a disco ball
effect of lights to happen in the hot tub.

“Holy Porn Star’s Batman,”
Jake burst out they all laughed.

The girls decided to call it a night.
And the four of them left.

Tessa had fallen asleep but not before
finishing half the bottle of wine. The guys had polished off an 18
pack, more than any of them were used to drinking. Collin was
slightly buzzed.

Collin asked her “if she wanted
another glass of wine,” she didn’t answer.

He removed her sunglasses. She was
asleep, or passed out he wasn’t sure. She started sliding towards
him and put her head on his shoulder and then turned into him her
eyes opening slightly she smiled and he pulled her on his lap. She
wrapped her arms around his sides and rested her head on his chest.
He pulled her hair to one side and twisted it into a ponytail. He
gently kissed the top of her head; she took a very deep breath
completely relaxed. He could feel and see her chest rise and fall
slowly with each breath she took. She didn’t want to move she felt
very comfortable and she felt safe and secure wrapped around him
like this. She could feel he was getting aroused which made her
body react by pushing towards him. He lifted her face to his, his
eyes burned with desire and her body could not stop responding to
the pressure she felt. He rubbed is nose slowly up the side of her
face breathing her in deeply, he kissed her forehead, he pulled her
back and his jaws clenched and nose flared, he wanted her so badly.
He kissed her lightly, slowly again and again, he pulled her lip
and she opened her mouth and invited his tongue in to explore. They
slowly, deeply, moved their tongues around each other’s wet hot
mouths. She pulled away slightly and bit his lip looking up at him
she moved to his ear and down his neck to his chest, she bit his
nipple lightly tugging on it with her mouth, she watched as his
eyes were glassy and rolling slightly back, she kissed his stomach
moving down until her eyes and nose were the only thing not
underwater.

He grabbed her and forcefully lifted
her up, he tossed her over his shoulder and she laughed. He brought
her into the house and wrapped her in a towel and dried off her
back. She turned and smiled at him and looked down and was
completely without words for a few seconds.

“Wow,” was all she could
manage.

He lifted her up and sat on the
leather couch with her straddling him.

“Look at me up here not down there,”
he smirked as he lifted her chin.

In the light he could tell that she
was loaded, with a capital L.

“Ok so you are drunk and I
am feeling no pain, and we as adults need to make an adult
decision. I know the view is great it’s pretty damn amazing from
here as well, but unless you’re ready to beg I think I need to stop
this,” he teased.

“I like the kissing a lot, a whole
lot, but I am absolutely not going to beg,” Tessa
smiled.

She began to kiss him again. He didn’t
refuse and this time it was not as soft. They kissed for a long
time, every inch of her body was on fire and she could not stand it
anymore. She started to push into him and he grabbed her by the
waist and lifted her off of him. He ran his hands through his hair
and growled. He stood up and lifted her over his shoulder and
walked into the bathroom and turned on cold water and walked into
it with her still over his shoulder she began to kick and flail. He
turned off the water and walked out. He grabbed a towel and wrapped
her up in it and wrapped one around his waist dropped his trunks
and walked into the closet he returned with pajama bottoms that sat
perfectly on his body, revealing a deep V that made her jaw
drop.

He put a pair of draw string shorts
and a hooded sweatshirt on the counter and instructed her to put
them on. She turned and dropped the towel and did as he asked, she
was shivering when she walked out of the bathroom and walked into
the kitchen where he was leaning against the counter with a glass
of water and a couple Tylenol for both of them. He handed her the
water and the Tylenol and she took them. He looked angry and she
had now sobered up a bit from the cold shower. She couldn’t look
him in the eyes she felt like a child, like a child who was in a
lot of trouble.

“I don’t do this, the kissing, the
holding, the talking, I don’t do this,” he said as he looked
towards the door, “I don’t hang out with family I don’t take a
minute to relax, I work hard, I don’t take time off, and I
certainly don’t feel drawn to some girl who is emotionally a
mess.”

She could feel the tears welling up in
her eyes, she was choking up.

“I am sorry,” she managed.

Tessa grabbed Leia.

“Come on girl” she said as she walked
to the door.







 CHAPTER 5

There was a knock at the door and
Collin set his morning paper on his desk and answered
it.

“Hey Collin, sorry man I didn’t mean
to wake you we are leaving in about an hour and just wanted to say
goodbye to you and Tessa?” Jake smirked.

Collin looked panicked, “Tessa’s not
here.”

They both took off out the door. First
they looked in the parking lot and saw her vehicle was parked in
the same spot it had been since he made her move it, next the deck,
beach, and patio. She wasn’t anywhere to be found.

“Hey I am going to look around the
house again,” Jake said walking quickly towards the
house.

“I am going too,” Collin followed
Jake.

Collin was angry at himself for
letting her walk out last night, and felt guilty about what he had
said.

They looked upstairs and in the
bathroom. They went downstairs and looked around. Collin whistled
and Leia came out of the study, which was once Ann’s room, he
patted her head and quickly walked in.

Tessa was curled up into a tight
little ball with her knees to her chest inside the sweatshirt, the
hood on her head and drawstring pulled tight. Jake and Collin
looked at each other and smiled. She was fast asleep, Collin
grabbed the blanket that had fallen on the floor and put it around
her. He walked out and Kendall had made some coffee, she handed him
a cup and he thanked her.

“I can’t believe she slept in there of
all places,” Kendall whispered.

Jake laughed, “You are so
superstitious.”

Collin looked at them confused,
“Why?”

“Ya know she does a great
job taking care of other’s but she sucks at doing it for herself.
We have to go home today all of us have to work and it’s scary as
all get out leaving her here alone,” Kendall whispered to
them.

“I will be here all month, I will
watch out for her,” Collin told them.

“Thank you man,” Jake said as he
hugged him.

What is with this family Collin
wondered? He patted his back uncomfortably and Jake let
go.

“Oh damn it!”

They heard Tessa from the study. She
raced to the bathroom and they heard her throw up
repeatedly.

“Stupid sweatshirt, stupid shorts…”
she mumbled as she threw them out the door.

“Stupid wine,” she said and started
throwing up again.

Collin walked in and pulled her hair
away from her face. Jake and Kendall were in shock. They were
pretty sure they were leaving her in good hands.

When Tessa stopped throwing up she
realized she was naked except for the towel she had grabbed around
her. She looked up and saw Collin in his black pajama pants and a
tight white ribbed tank top on. He turned on the shower and she
scowled at him.

“It’s warm,” he whispered
and turned to walk out.

Jake and Kendall stood there along
with everyone except Sydney; they all woke up when they heard her
throwing up. They were all silent.

“She is in the shower now,” he said
and their jaws all dropped.

“I didn’t peek,” he said and they all
laughed at him.

Molly ran up and got her some clothes,
and set them on the bathroom counter. Sarah and Phoebe packed their
suitcases and the boys loaded them up. Kendall was texting Jose
that she would be back in about seven hours.

When Tessa got out she found the
clothes Molly had left and got dressed. She walked out and entered
the kitchen and saw everyone standing there. She scowled at them
all.

“Bet you’d like to know whose
toothbrush I used,” and she walked to the living room and crashed
on the couch.

They all started laughing. Sydney ran
into the living room and jumped on her Aunts lap.

“I didn’t use your toothbrush my sweet
princess,” Tessa said and kissed her head.

“Tessa you slept in there?” Jake
laughed.

“Yes why?” she asked as she carried
Sydney into the kitchen.

“It doesn’t freak you out?” Kendall
asked.

Tessa rolled her eyes, “If I did
believe in ghosts I would still have slept in there, Aunt Ann would
never hurt anyone. I wish you could have met her Sydney she would
have loved you.”

“Your Aunt owned this house?” Collin
gasped.

“Yes, she died here. Tessa was with
her,” Jake smiled.

“Hey I wonder about her Joe,” Phoebe
giggled.

“Collin who did you buy your place
from?” Jake asked.

“The church actually, it was a mess. I
have fixed it up over the years. Tessa?” he asked looking at her
his face shaken.

Tessa had been staring at the ground
and looked up shyly at him and smiled.

“You are Joe,” her voice was barely a
whisper.

He swallowed hard and looked
confused.

“My Aunt liked you,” Tessa
smirked.

“This is Ann’s Joe?” Molly
asked.

“Hey Collin, thank you. I am not sure
I ever said it before…back then. But thank you,” Tessa said
softly.

“No problem. Your Aunt was very nice.
I am going to head home. It was great meeting you all,” Collin left
quickly.

They said their goodbyes and Tessa
waved as they pulled out of the driveway. She sat on the back porch
and hugged her knees. She could feel the tears fill her eyes as
their vehicles disappeared from sight. She grabbed a tissue and
dabbed her eyes. He was standing at the door in his running gear.
He saw that she was crying and just stood there and watched her.
What had he done? He certainly didn’t want to make her feel this
way, he grew angry and she saw him and turned away.

“I am going for a run, can I take Leia
with me?” he asked.

“Uh hu,” she responded.

He grabbed Leia’s leash and she came
up and sat beside him patiently.

Collin dropped the leash and walked
over to Tessa, he kneeled down and took her face and wiped her eyes
with his long thick finger.

“If I did this to you I am sorry, I
told you I didn’t do this kind of stuff and I am so angry right now
it’s messing with my head,” he said.

She took a deep breath and slowly
breathed out.

“You didn’t, I have never been like
this, I am broken and damaged and none of this has anything to do
with you, if anything you have been a beautiful distraction, please
don’t think for a minute that this is your fault. I am sorry if I
have confused you, I am sorry I have made you angry. I am so
thankful that you have been such a gentleman,” she said and
quietly, tears began to fall.

He looked at her confused and shook
his head. He called Leia and they went for a run.

~

The phone rang and it was Phoebe. It
had only been an hour since they had left.

“Hey Tessa how are you? Don’t answer
that I wanted you to know that all us girls are coming to see you
on Thursday night” she yelled and hooted and howled. “Are you
excited?”

“I am it’ll be great I am just super
hung over right now,” she laughed.”But now I am focused and will
find some great things to do, it’s great knowing we have a
DD.”

They talked for a few more minutes and
got off the phone. She grabbed a glass of water and walked to the
patio. She saw Leia and Collin, Leia was dragging behind. They got
to the patio and she handed Collin a glass of water.

“Your spirits look lifted,” Collin
observed.

“They are, you look a lot less
stressed too,” she said to him with a smile.

“Can I come back later? I told your
family I would see that you’re okay,” he said very
businesslike.

“You don’t have to Collin I am a big
girl, but if you want to I will be here,” she said.

She sat in the sun on the patio for
hours. Her phone rang and she smiled, it was Ben.

“I have missed your face Ben!” she
said as she watched Collin walk in through the gate.

“You doing alright Tess?” Ben
asked.

“I am actually, I am ready to start
over and it feels great,” she said and laughed.

“I am glad; you’re going to be
alright. If you need me Tess I am here you know that right?” he
asked.

“I need you and your fiancé to be
happy Ben, I love you and your friendship means more than I can
even tell you, I am so happy I have had you in my life for all
this. I am however sad that well it doesn’t matter; I just wish I
didn’t drag you through all this,” she said sadly.

“Tess I am glad I was there” he
laughed, “We had some very good times.”

“We did you have been amazing,” she
said.”I miss you your face Ben.”

“You know I could come home now,” Ben
said and laughed.

“I hope you can come home in November,
doe camp isn’t the same without you,” she laughed.”My family just
left and I got super loaded last night, and the girls are coming up
Thursday night. I really want you to be happy Ben,” she said and
felt tears.

“Tess, you crying?” Ben
whispered.

“Nope, not anymore,” Tessa wiped the
tears away. “Everything is great.”

“I have to tell you your ex friend
requested me on facebook, I accepted,” he laughed.

She laughed, “Why would you do
that?”

“You’re his friend on there, why did
you?” Ben asked.

“Because, I don’t know, I have to be
nice to him so he doesn’t fall apart. I was with him for a very
long time and I can’t just shut down all of my feelings. I am
perfectly fine knowing I am not going back to him ever again, but I
can’t be mean,” she said.

“Wow for once I believe that you
actually believe that,” Ben said sweetly. “Alright girl I have a
hot date with a blonde and I don’t want to keep her waiting. I love
you girl. Hopefully we will see you at camp.”

“I love you and miss your face Ben”
she said and hung up.

Collin walked over and brought her
some food. He looked confused.

“I told your family I would look after
you, who is Ben?” he asked running his hand through his
hair.

“My friend, are you spying on me?” she
asked and laughed.

“No I’m sorry I just...” he said
looking flustered.

“I am joking, Luke is my ex. Ben is my
friend, sorry,” she said and wiped away tears.

“And you love him, Ben?” he
asked.

“He has helped me through so much, yes
I love him like you do family he has been a friend for a long
time,” she answered.

“And before that?” he
asked.

She laughed, “I thought the emotional
stuff wasn’t fun for you my creepy hot neighbor.”

Collin looked at her and ran his
fingers through his hair again, he was clearly agitated. Collin
took her shoulders and led her to the table and sat her down, he
pulled a chair up knee to knee and grabbed her hands.

“I am going to talk and I don’t like
to talk so I am stepping way out of my comfort zone here, please
just listen to me,” he looked into her eyes and saw hurt “I am the
youngest of 3 children from a very broken family, none of my
siblings share the same father, none of our fathers stuck around to
get to know us. I watched my mother become emotionally attached to
every man she brought through the door; she was drunk all the time
and used every drug she could get her hands on. She was only caring
when it was an act to try to impress whichever man stumbled out of
her bedroom on any given morning. We went hungry, we watched as she
chose to buy a steak for whoever it was she expected to come
through the door after she fed us cereal and shoved us in our
bedroom so that we didn’t screw it up for her. I went through a
very rough spell for a few years. But then threw myself into my
education and graduated at 17 the top of my class. I went to a
community college that summer and finished my core courses that I
hadn’t taken in high school. I graduated college at 20. I joined
the military and earned my doctorate at 23. I was honorably
discharged a year ago. I have never had an emotional attachment to
anything, and I mean anything except for my work. I fuck women who
are as cold as I am and am very honest with every one of them about
that. I see my mother when she needs something from me. Then you
and that furry little thing walk in here the first time in three
years that I take a break from work. I travel a lot. In fact I am
leaving in four weeks for a month. I wanted to spend time on the
boat and the beach and bring different women over to have
emotionless sex with. My point is I never learned love, I am not
even sure I ever knew what it really meant. I saw how you cared for
this dog, and then your family and I didn’t just see it I felt it.
I want you, I need you, and after talking to your brothers I know
that you are not really emotionally available. I know that sex
feels good and fills a void but I also see how a kiss affects you,
and how yours affects me. I don’t kiss or hug or talk and in the
past 3 days I have done more of that with you, Christ even your
brothers and sisters hugged me before they left, more than I have
had in my lifetime. I fell asleep with you upstairs and that has
never happened, I am a fucken mess here Tessa. You are without a
doubt the most beautiful person inside and out that I have ever met
in my life. And you sit here and listen, with what I think is care
in your eyes and I feel guilty. You’ve been through some sort of
hell and here I am pouring my heart out to you, and for that I am
sorry Tessa, beautiful Tessa. I know I have very strong feelings
for you; I can’t name what it is because I have never felt it
before. It’s frustrating as hell.”

He grabbed her face and she tensed up
and her eyes widened, “And now I have scared you, please never be
afraid of me, I will never hurt you. I am done, I did not mean to
unleash on you, I just wanted you to know where I am coming
from.”

Tessa and Collin sat and looked in
each other’s eyes for a long time. She felt the heat in her eyes
and the tears began to fall. He looked horrified and angry and
confused. She had not meant to make him feel this way. She stood
and knelt before him; she wrapped her arms around him and wept on
his lap for a long time. She fell asleep like this. Collin scooped
her up and brought her into the house, he walked upstairs and laid
her in bed. He covered her up and went to walk away, she sat up and
grabbed his arm.

“Don’t go, please don’t leave, I want
you to stay” she softly.

He sat on the edge of the bed and she
moved towards him, she crawled onto his lap and wrapped her arms
around his neck and their heads touched and they looked into each
other’s eyes and she kissed him. After about ten minutes she
stepped off the bed and laid him down and covered him up. She
climbed across him and climbed under the covers and wrapped her
arms around him and they both fell asleep.

They woke to the sound of Leia wining.
He sat up and looked at her.

“Thank you,” he said.

Tessa smiled at him and stood up and
pulled him to her and hugged him. She grabbed his hands and wrapped
them around her and they walked down the stairs together. She let
Leia out and with his hands still in hers she led him to the table
and sat him down. She grabbed some water out of the fridge and put
one before him. She grabbed a steak out and walked out to the patio
and placed it on the grill. She came back in and grabbed some corn
and salt potatoes and placed them in the strainer to wash. She
grabbed a pot and filled it with water and brought it to the
outdoor kitchen. The water was on. She went in and grabbed a
blanket and his hand and led him out to the lounge chair she told
him to sit and covered him with the blanket. When dinner was done
she brought it to the lounge on a large platter all cut up with
butter melted on the potatoes and corn. She sat cross legged
between his legs and fed him in the moon light. She wiped his face
after each bite and held his hand as he chewed. Not a word was
said, she fed him and he ate.

They looked into each other’s eyes and
both smiled warily. As uncomfortable as each of them were at first
it quickly diminished. With each bite she fed him he became more
comfortable and each time his mouth opened to receive the food she
offered she felt closer to him. Her choice of food was not by
coincidence it was purposeful.

It was still hot when they had
finished and she led him to the beach and walked him into the
water. She rubbed his chest and back. She cupped water and poured
it over his head. She held him and kissed his face softly and
gently. She grabbed a pair of shorts off the fence that he had left
to dry as they walked by. They went back into the house and she
grabbed a towel and dried him off. He changed into his dry shorts
and brushed his teeth. She was waiting when he walked out. She took
his hand and they walked upstairs and lay entangled in each other’s
arms. They fell asleep nose to nose.

~

When Collin woke Tessa was downstairs
drinking a cup of tea sitting in the study. He watched as she sat
on the ground deep in thought.

“Good Morning,” he said in barely a
whisper.

“Good morning,” Tessa smiled as she
stood up.

She walked past him into the
kitchen.

“Coffee or tea?” she asked
nervously.

“Whatever you’re having would be
fine,” he smiled shyly.

They stood against the counter quietly
drinking their tea and he finally spoke.

“I want to take you somewhere today,”
he peered up at her.

She smiled and shook her head in
acceptance.

“Good, I will be back in about thirty
minutes?” he asked.

“Sure,” she giggled.

“What’s so amusing?” he
asked.

“I think we are both obviously
uncomfortable and well I laugh when I am nervous sometimes,” she
giggled again.

“Alright, can I hug you?” he asked
cautiously.

“Yes please,” she smiled.

He hugged her and she smiled and
wrapped her arms around him.

“Better?” he asked.

“Much,” she smiled.

“Okay see you in half an hour Tessa?”
he said and turned to walk away.

“Hey give me an idea of
what we’re doing today, are we staying around here or will we will
be leaving,” She called after him.

“It's a surprise” he called
back.

This should be
interesting, she thought. He was out the
door. She went into the bathroom and dried her hair; she got out
the straightening iron and straightened it. She put on a pair of
the khakis and a tank top, she grabbed a Jean jacket out of the
closet. Tessa put on some mascara which she had not done since she
had been there and it's now been four days she could not believe it
was already Monday.

Collin returned in Khaki shorts, a
button down shirt, sandals, a white baseball hat and his aviators.
He looked amazing, and she guessed he knew it.

”Hey girl here’s a big pillow to
lounge on while we are gone,” He said as he patted her
head.

Collin also brought some
toys for her to occupy herself. Tessa smiled at him and wondering
how such a self-proclaimed cold emotionless person could be so
kind. They walked out to his black Porsche and he opened the
passenger door. Tessa sat inside and smiled, he opened the door for me.

He jumped in and started the car and
got a smirk on his face as she looked at him.

Tessa smiled, “So where we
going?”

He grabbed her hand and kissed it,
“You’ll see in a minute.”

He held her hands against
his chest. He drove away smiling knowing she was annoyed. He had to
let go to shift the car, damn what was I
thinking buying a stick shift he thought
to himself.

“I have to shift, I have to let go of
your hand and I don’t want to let go of your hand.”

Tessa laughed out loud and
told him she would hold her hand right here as he shifted the car,
they drove down the main street and she looked at the buildings to
the left and all the businesses that had popped up since she was
younger and visited. She looked to the right and saw the
beaches, what a beautiful
place.

Collin pulled in and turned around and
parked in the front row of the empty parking lot. He popped the
latch that opened the trunk and grabbed a basket. He ran and opened
her door as she was grabbing her bag. They crossed the road and
walked down the board walk arm and arm and came to a boat with a
sign in front of it that said whale watching.

Collin squeezed her hands, “Does this
look like fun to you?”

She smiled and shook her head yes with
a childish grin on her face.

“I have never done this before,” she
laughed.

“Welcome aboard Mr. Abraham” the
captain said, “everything is as you have requested.

“Thank you, this is Tessa, this is her
first time whale watching so I would like to get at it right away
so she can have the full experience,” Collin instructed
him.

“Of course sir,” he
responded.

Mr. Stone the captain went upstairs,
the engine roared, and they started to move backwards.

Collin opened a bench and grabbed two
yellow vests. He helped Tessa put it on and zipped it for her, she
liked how it felt when he took care of her. He pulled her hair back
and twisted it in a ponytail and set it over her shoulder. He
grabbed her hand and kissed it and led her to the front of the
boat. He sat on the long cushioned bench with one of his long legs
stretched out against the back and one foot on the floor. He sat
and looked at her as her eyes took in the beauty that surrounded
her. For a brief second he thought she looked sad. He reached his
arm out and grabbed her wrist and pulled her down to sit between
his legs. He pulled her back into him. He wrapped his arms around
her and put his nose to her head and kissed her lightly.

She put her hands on his knees and
lightly caressed them. “It’s beautiful out here thanks so much for
bringing me. The captain seems to like you have you been here a
lot?”

He smirked and said “You could say
that, it’s kind of mine.”

“Oh wow,” she said, “Ya know there
really isn’t a lot that I know about you, I actually just learned
your last name when the captain used it, what do you
do?”

“I write really boring medical papers
based on my research. I travel to teach people around the world new
techniques, oh I own a few properties and this boat,” His response
made her feel inferior even though she knew that was not his
intention.

“Wow that’s amazing” she said “You
must be very proud of yourself.”

He hugged her, “Hard work pays
off.”

“Could you tell me where the bathroom
is?” she asked as she stood.

“Sure follow me,” he said as he
stood.

“I can find it just tell me where it
is” she said as she briefly looked at him.

Tessa took off and made her way down
below. She walked though the kitchen and grabbed the bottle out of
the ice bucket sitting on the counter. She opened a drawer and
found a bottle opener. She opened the bottle. She walked in the
bathroom closed the toilet and sat there and drank from the bottle.
She wanted to go back to the beach house and turn back the clock.
She should have never gone for a run that morning; she would have
enjoyed her time with her family and sulked. She would have not let
herself be fooled for one minute that this man would be interested.
She had finished about half the bottle when he knocked on the
door.

“Everything ok Tessa, do
you need anything?” he asked.

“Nope I’m coming,” she stood up and
felt a little woozy.

She opened the door with the bottle in
her hand.

“You found the wine,” he
smiled

“I did, pretty good stuff,” she said
and smirked.

He grabbed her hand and felt her tense
up. He looked at her and wondered if she was alright. He pulled her
towards him and hugged her and kissed the top of her
head.

“Why didn’t you tell me you where
thirsty?” he asked.

She took a big drink from the bottle,
he stepped backward and bent down so they were eye to eye. She
avoided his gaze.

“Tessa, what’s wrong,” he said as her
took her head in his hands.

“This, all this, you, what am I doing
here? Five months ago I called off a wedding and graduated from
college, two months ago I signed off a house, and up until four
days ago I was working twelve hour shifts and saving every penny so
that I could just figure out who I am for the next month. I know
where I have gone wrong, promises I made as a child broken, and
here I stand drunk in front of a man who is incredibly hot and says
all the right things and makes me want to do, unspeakable things
with, after less than four days, and I want to just get drunk,
screw you till neither of us can walk and go home, knowing that’ll
be the end of this, whatever it is.”

He grabbed a tissue and dried her
eyes. He began to kiss her, he started at the base of her neck and
moved to her jaw, he moved up the side of her cheek and across her
forehead. His kisses were soft and gentle and lingered at the right
time. He continued down her other check and down her neck. He
unzipped the lifejacket and took it off her. He resumed his
incredibly sexy cascade of kisses down her neck her throat and
stopped just above her rapidly rising and falling breasts. He moved
his lips to hers and with his tongue parted her lips. She opened
her mouth inviting him in. He swooped her up in his arms and
carried her to the bed. He placed her on it and continued kissing
her, she was incredibly turned on and wanted him badly.

“Tessa is this what you want?” he
asked in a deep raspy voice.

“Yes,” she
responded.

“Are you sure,” he
asked.

“Tell me what you want
Tessa,” he said as he kissed her.

“I want you Collin,” Tessa
moaned.

“Are you sure,” he
asked.

“Yes please, now,” he
continued kissing her ravaging her mouth with his tongue and began
kissing her neck again, “Please I beg you please.”

His kisses slowed and he grabbed her
and lifted her up, he sat her on the bed and grabbed her head so
that she could not turn away. His eyes were dark and
wild.

“That’s one” he said, “I
don’t want it like this, not because you’re a fucking mess. Not
until you are ready, and trust me this is unbelievably hard, I want
nothing more than to rip these off you now and go at it with you
until dawn, but it’s not happening.”

He stood up and adjusted himself,
squatted down and took several deep breaths. He breathed heavy and
appeared extremely angry. He walked towards her, breathing deeply,
his nose flared, his jaw tightened and he picked her up and kissed
her savagely again and again. She clung to his body holding on for
dear life, her body pulsing everywhere, she grabbed tightly to his
hair and kissed him back. He walked to the bed and placed her on it
and looked at this beautiful woman as her breast rose with each
deep fast breath, he knelt again and punched the bed. He stood and
walked up the stairs and out to the deck.

Tessa sat up frustrated, and angry,
she felt rejected. And the man had the nerve to tell her that’s
one! Seriously! Her body was still quaking and she was ready to
scream, and he walks out! She stood and walked to the bathroom.
When she was finished she grabbed the bottle of wine and stomped up
the stairs. He was on his phone; she stopped and waited giving him
privacy to finish his call.

“No not here, I will fly up in the
morning… I miss you too,” she heard him say.

Tessa turned and walked down the
stairs and to the bed. She drank three more big swigs of the wine
and set it on the floor and fell asleep.

She woke to him holding her and her
arms wrapped tightly around him. Her head was pounding and she felt
sick to her stomach. She wanted to go back to sleep.

“We are docked,” he said as he ran his
hands softly over her hair.

“Ok sorry,” she managed to get
out.

She stood up and walked towards the
stairs.

Mr. Stone walked down the pier towards
them, he handed Collin the keys to the car.

“Thank you Mr. Stone,” Tessa
said.

He smiled warmly at her.

The ride home was silent and it was
dark when they returned. She walked into the house and Leia ran
past her and met Collin at the door.

“Hey girl,” he said “you want to go
out.”

Tessa walked into the bathroom and ran
the bathwater. Collin took Leia out and threw the ball for a few
minutes allowing time for her to bathe. When he came in Tessa was
sitting on the couch holding her knees rocking back and forth. He
walked passed her and gently touched her hair. He grabbed the
cooler off the back porch and grabbed a plate of cheese and
crackers from it.

He handed her a cracker and she turned
away “I am not hungry.”

He gently turned her face towards him,
“If we had eaten today you may have fared better with that bottle
of wine, I will not take no for an answer.”

She nibbled on a piece of cheese and
ate three or four crackers. He opened and handed her a bottle of
water, she drank it slowly afraid that something may come
up.

“Are you ok Tessa?” he asked with
genuine concern in his voice, as he handed her two
Tylenol.

She took the pills and drank them
down.

“I feel like an idiot, and my head
feels like someone smashed it with a hammer, I took a wonderful day
and made it ugly, and I am sorry I really am. Other than that I am
fine, and very ready to go to sleep.”

“I don’t know what happened today, and
I wish it went differently too but I am not sorry that I am here
with you,” he said softly and sweetly and kissed her on the
head.

She couldn’t forget the conversation
she walked in on and truly just wanted to go to sleep.

Collin got up and opened the door and
let Leia in. He took her hand and helped her stand. They walked
hand in hand up the stairs, she got into bed and he tucked her in
and lay next to her and she fell asleep in his arms,
again.

She woke and heard his voice coming
from the bathroom.

“No I need to do this
Tomas. I won’t need you to travel with me. I would like you to stay
at the beach house until I return. I will email you instructions
when I get a minute. I have booked a flight for tomorrow morning,
returning Saturday at 6 am.”

He hung up and she could hear him
brushing his teeth. She rolled over and acted as if she were
asleep. He got in bed and pulled her close to him.

“Goodnight Tessa, sweet dreams,” he
kissed her head and she stared out the window and finally fell
asleep.

~

Her phone rang and she answered
it

“Hello, yes, it’s three o’clock in the
morning Lucas, alright what do you need to talk to me about?” she
scooted off the bed and walked into the bathroom trying not to wake
Collin.

“Yes they are coming up Thursday but I
am a little confused as to what you needed to call me for at three
in the morning. Alright, no we don’t need to talk face to face, the
last time we talked I think we covered it, there really isn’t much
else to talk about, yes I did, and I do want you to be happy. Luke
are you okay? Is your family ok? Alright good, can you please tell
me what you need? Yes I am fine. Thanks.”

There was a long pause as she listened
to him talk.

“Well I hope that she makes you happy.
No I am not being sarcastic; I want you to be happy. No I don’t
hate you. Ok Luke, nope thanks for letting me know although I don’t
feel it’s any of my business, no it’s been five months Luke, ok
listen I am exhausted and still a little unsure why this call had
to happen at this time a day or at all, but I wish you happiness
and hope things work out for you. Alright, goodbye Luke. Yes I do,
you don’t just stop.”

She took a drink of water and looked
in the mirror. Okay girl time to breath. She took several deep
breaths; she washed her hands and shut off the light. She walked
quietly out of the bedroom and down the hall, Leia walked behind
her and she went outside on the patio.

Collin heard the outside door close
and wondered if she was ok. He had heard her side of the
conversation and knew that must have been hard for her. He waited
for what seemed like forever to him and got up and walked
downstairs.

He went quietly to the kitchen and
grabbed a couple of glasses of water and walked outside and
squatted next to her and handed it to her.

She looked at him and said “Thank
You”.

“Do you need anything?” he
asked.

“My girls to talk to, but it is only
four in the morning,” she said with a forced smile.

“Well I think you should just pretend
I am them and let it out,” he said oddly sincere.

“Thank you, but I am going to pass, I
will tell you that I didn’t expect that he would not move on and
have an actual girlfriend and not just someone to keep him warm,
and I truly hope and will pray that he finds happiness, I was with
him for more than 4 years. I don’t hate him, I just wanted more. I
can’t say it’s his fault entirely, we were kids basically raising
each other. I needed more than he can give to me. I accept that,”
she said and smiled.

“That being said thank you for
listening, and I am sorry for today. I feel honored that you felt
you could trust me enough to open up to me last night. Again I feel
honored that you have been a gentleman enough to fight off my
drunken sexual assaults on you, I hope that if anything, you know I
respect you and am very happy you have made me feel desirable and
interesting enough to spend time with,” she finished with a
yawn.

He grabbed her hands and kissed them.
“You look tired let me take you to bed and hold you, which by the
way I enjoy a great deal and thank you for letting me experience
that.”

They walked upstairs, hand in hand and
lie in bed and fell asleep.

The light shown through the window and
she woke as he was bringing breakfast to her in bed. He set the
tray in front of her and moved the pillows as she sat up. He
climbed in behind her and pulled her back into him. He loved to
touch her and have her body press against his, a new feeling for
him, the closeness. He didn’t know it could feel so good or why
exactly it felt so right.

“Good morning beautiful, he said as he
kissed the back of her neck.”

Tess leaned back and smiled. “Good
morning, this is unexpected thank you.”

She was wondering when he would drop
the bomb about leaving today; she hoped he would change his mind.
She knew either way she would be alright; she just had to have
faith.

“Tessa, I have to go away
for a couple days, and I really don’t want to leave you here alone.
Not emotionally and not physically. I have some things to take care
of. My assistant Tomas is going to be staying next door; if you
need anything at all you are to ask him.” Wow she thought I am to ask him. “I
will be back on Saturday morning before you’re even out of
bed”.

“Oh,” Tessa said. “Is everything
alright?”

“Yes just a couple things to deal with
and then I will be back, I don’t want to I have to,” he
said.

“Ok,” and that was that she
thought.

She stood up and told him she really
wanted to go for a run and he offered to go with her.

“Nope I need to take care of my head
right now, I hope you understand.”

He took the tray downstairs and
watched as she put her shoes on and walked out the door.

Collin wished he had met her first, he
wished he knew her before she knew pain. He had this burning desire
to take care of her and he had no idea why. He had never felt like
this before about a woman. She left the house and he grabbed her
phone off the counter and added his number into her contact list.
He wanted to be sure she had his number if she needed
anything.

~

Collin went home to shower and pack
his bag. He emailed Tomas strict instructions to watch after his
neighbor. He wanted to be sure she had it easy until her friends
came into town.

Tessa came back from her
run and felt lighter, it is what it
is. She loved all the kissing and the way
he treated her. It took her mind off of what she left behind. If
this was nothing more than a distraction she felt blessed that she
had that. He was the sweetest distraction she had ever encountered.
As hot as Lucas and Ben combined and sweet like Toby. She wished
she had met him first but he was a guy and his little business trip
was, well she would just enjoy the day.

She sat down and responded to emails,
and messaged her family and told them she was having a relaxing
good time. That she couldn’t wait for her friends to come up and
she would see them soon. She checked out Facebook and sent a group
message to Phoebe, Jessie, Becca, Cassidy, and Jade and told them
if they wanted to come sooner they would be greeted with open arms,
cold wine and great food. It was Tuesday and they would all be here
by Thursday night. She wondered when Collin would be leaving and
thought she would do some landscaping tomorrow.

He walked in the door.

“When do you have to leave and is
there any way I can get you to change your mind?” she flashed him a
smile.

“That run did you well,” he smiled and
walked up to her, held her head in his hands and kissed her
gently.

“I don’t want to go, trust me I want
to stay like this,” he said as he wrapped his arms around her. “My
flight leaves at six tonight. I will be home at six on Saturday
morning.”

Tessa’s phone was blowing up with
messages from the girls and he smiled.

“Besides in two days you’ll have your
friends here and probably will have long forgotten me,” he smirked
secretly hoping that was not true.

“Not likely,” she said with a sad tone
to her voice.

“My Aunt thought you were a lot of fun
to watch,” Tessa said looking towards the study.

“We should talk about that hu?” he
asked.

“My Aunt? Why did the two of you hook
up?” Tessa laughed.

“No she fed me,” he laughed, “No on a
serious note I wonder if that’s why I feel so…well holding you is
comfortable to me. It just feels…I don’t know.”

“It feels right, not awkward, like
it’s happened before. And it has,” Tessa giggled.

“Very comfortable,” he hugged
her.

“I wonder if,” she stopped.

“What is it Tessa?” he
asked.

“Nothing, this is nice,” she smiled up
at him.

He looked confused and she put her
head against his chest and he stiffened a bit.

“My assistant Tomas will be staying at
the house tonight and there until I return, he has instructions to
look after you in my absence,” he said reminding her.

“Really, your assistant is he as hot
as you? And what Mr. Abraham is he to do, fill in here,” she
grabbed him and kissed him.

His eyes narrowed and nose flared a
bit, he looked a bit confused.

“Not if he values his job or life,” he
answered agitatedly.

“Jealous Mr. Abraham? I would love for
you to remember that feeling while you’re away on business,” she
said with a teasing tone in her voice.

“Now why would you want that, I don’t
understand?” he was clearly agitated and stepped back.

She cocked her head to one side “I was
joking, you know ha, ha funny?”

“No not funny at all,” he said and
with that he threw her over his shoulder and smacked her
ass.

Damn that felt good
she thought.

They talked a lot throughout the day.
She knew his favorite color was the same as hers, blue of course.
He knew her favorite place to think was behind her parent’s farm
next to the falls in the woods. She knew he liked all kinds of
music but loved instrumental pieces, he knew this kind of music
drove her crazy and she had the need to make up words to any Kenny
G song she had ever heard. They took a long walk on the beach and
ate lunch on the patio. Many times throughout the day she was
reminded that this was probably the last time she would feel like
this and tried to push those feelings aside and enjoy the hot sun
on her body as she was wrapped in the arms of this sweet, sweet
distraction.

He couldn’t believe how at home he
felt with her. He had never felt like this before. He had never
wanted to wake up next to someone and share his day or life with
anyone. He had been with dozens of women; all fell short of what he
saw in her. They all wanted to please him, but it was always on his
terms. No spending the night and no attachment. But Tessa was
different, she was more beautiful than any woman he had ever been
with and the way she interacted with her family and even her dog,
made it so easy to fall for her, the fact that she wasn’t even
trying made it even sweeter. Even though she was hurting she seemed
strong yet soft. Not wallowing through her past and letting it drag
her under.

They both were aware that it was
nearing three o’clock, and still they sat wrapped in each other’s
arms basking in the warmth of the sun. The door bell chimed and
they stood up. He answered the door and Tomas stood
there.

“Tessa come here a minute please,” he
yelled behind him.

She threw a shirt over her bathing
suit and walked to the door.

“Tomas this is Tessa, Tessa
Tomas.”

She smiled at him and said “Pleased to
meet you”.

He wore khaki pants and a maroon
shirt. His eyes covered by dark glasses and his hair cut very
short. His response was very professional, “Likewise
ma’am”.

Tessa laughed and said “It’s Tessa
Tomas; Ma’am makes me sound way too old.”

He nodded his head and took Collin’s
bag to the black SUV that sat in front of Tessa’s place. Collin
grabbed Tessa and sat her on the counter and hugged her tightly
against his body.

He smelled her hair and kissed her
head. “I will be back on Saturday, please don’t put yourself in any
danger. I want to spend more time with you.”

He kissed her head and held her tight
again.

“Fly safe Collin. Please let me know
when your there safely,” was all she could bring herself to
say.

As he walked out the door he patted
Leia’s head and said, “See you soon girl.”

She sat there for a moment and
memories of her childhood flooded her. Her Mom would line them all
up to kiss their Dad when he left on the truck. They all said the
same thing as they kissed him goodbye, drive safe, we love you. Ok
Tessa get down and get busy, no time to sit and feel sorry for
yourself. She jumped off the cold counter and grabbed a pen and
paper from the drawer below where she sat. She made a list of
things she would need to turn the patio and yard into the oasis it
should be. She grabbed a bottle of white spray paint from the
closet and walked outside. She carefully drew with the paint where
she wanted things to go. When she was finished she got dressed and
threw her hair into a ponytail. Collin’s white hat set on the
counter, she grabbed it and threw it on dragging her ponytail
through the back.

If anyone ever saw me in
this thing they would die, or kick my butt she laughed to
herself.

She grabbed her keys and put Leia on
the back porch. She punched in home improvement into her GPS and
headed out to collect the things she needed.

~

When Tessa returned she saw Tomas
sitting on the back steps of Collin’s house. She waved and he waved
back. She opened the back of the Jeep and began carrying in bags of
top soil and mulch. Tomas appeared in her backyard bringing more
bags down as well.

“Thanks Tomas,” she said “you don’t
have to do this”.

“Yes Ma’am I do,” he
responded.

“Well then if I am to allow it you
better call me Tessa,” she said and smiled.

He nodded and went back up the yard to
make another trip. When everything was unloaded she looked around
and smiled. Busy work she thought exactly what I need. She went
inside to grab some water and when she returned Tomas stood in the
same spot.

“Is that all Ma’am or should I stay
and help?”

She handed him the water and said “No
sir that is all, this is all mine, I am going to enjoy
it.”

He drank the water and excused himself
and walked next door.

She got busy digging out her beds and
planting her lilac and butterfly bushes in the yard, being careful
not to take up the entire area in which the kids and dogs roamed.
She started on the patio potting magnolias and daisies and mixing
them with various flowering blue grasses. She headed to the back
porch and carefully hung the window boxes and planted them with
marigolds and different greenery.

At 7:30 she heard her phone ring, she
wiped her hands and looked at the caller ID, and it was
Collin.

“Hello Collin” she answered

“How did you know it was me?’ he asked
with a smile in his voice.

“I am pretty sure you know the answer
to that,” she laughed “how was your flight?”

“It was good,” he answered.

“Collin where are you?” she
asked.

“New Jersey,” he answered.

“Oh I see, well I hope you are
alright. I mean well have a good time I guess,” she
said.

“I will be back shortly, I promise,”
he said quietly.

They ended the conversation and Tessa
was feeling very uneasy. Was he seeing one of his no strings
partners? Did she overwhelm him with all the talk, would he come
home the same? She was almost in tears when she realized how deep
her feelings for him were. She closed her eyes and remembered that
it would all be ok. She needed to figure out what she needed before
worrying about bringing someone else into this. Her sweet
distraction was no doubt a gift from above, how long it was hers to
enjoy only God knew.

She went in and drew a bath, and
soaked for a long time. Her eyes where feeling heavy and her
muscles finally relaxed, she got out and threw on her robe and let
Leia inside. They walked upstairs and she grabbed a tee shirt and
threw it on and went to bed. She could smell him on the pillow he
had laid his head on for the past two nights and for a moment she
smiled and then realized he may very well be on the pillow of
someone else’s bed right now. She shoved her thoughts away, said
her prayers, and fell asleep.

The next morning she woke and
immediately became angry and threw on her sports bra, socks,
panties and shorts and they ran. Her body was still very sore from
the previous day’s work. The burn felt good and she ran until she
couldn’t run anymore. She and Leia walked up to the house and waved
to Tomas as she opened up the gate and walked into the oasis she
created the day before. She grabbed a drink of water on the counter
her phone flashed with missed messages and missed calls. Collin had
left a voice mail.

“I just wanted to say good morning,”
he said

The next was a message from him: “How
was your run? Am I safe to assume you won’t be limping when I
return in two days? I didn’t sleep well last night, my arms were
empty. Yours better have been as well.”

She texted him:

-Run was great, my night sucked, busy day ahead, my girls will
be in tonight

Collin immediately
responded:

-Will you be staying in tonight? If not Tomas could take you
wherever you need to go, in fact I would feel much better if he
did.

She responded:

Well I am not sure but I
think we will be fine.

She threw her phone and
went outside. She wanted to plant some climbing rose bushes on the
side and back of the house, and so she did. She dug and planted.
She saw that there were a lot of extra plants and thought of
Collin’s bare deck and decided she would spruce it up a bit. She
filled four deck boxes and carried them each over. She told Tomas
what she was going to do and he helped. She filled a large empty
ice bucket with soil and flowers and plants. She set it beside the
back door. She sat back and looked at her work, needs more she thought.

She ran next door and
looked at the clock on her phone, okay
10am lots to do before they get here.

She showered and dressed, brushed her
teeth and hair. She called Leia in and grabbed her phone and keys
and headed out the door. She drove down the main strip and looked
at the boat launch where she had completely embarrassed
herself.

Nice Tessa
she thought.

She pulled in and parked in front of
the hardwood store. She grabbed the boards to make a sign and some
paint. She saw some buckets that were galvanized like the one she
had potted plants in at Collin’s, she grabbed three. She checked
out and asked directions to the grocery store. She walked through
the store and grabbed a few things she needed for the girls and her
over the next few days.

As she drove down she saw a church
that looked familiar. Memories of her summer here with Aunt Ann
flooded her mind, not realizing it she pulled into the driveway and
sat and looked at it. She remembered a week she spent here
attending VBS. She read the sign and heard a tap on the
window.

“Hello Miss can I help you?” he
asked.

“I am sorry I was just remembering a
summer I spent here at the Cape with my Aunt and this is where I
spent a lot of my time. Her name was Ann,” she said.

“Ann Munn? Tessa is that
you?”

“Its pastor Lou, I was the youth
Pastor that summer, now this is my church. I also came to Ann’s the
day she passed,” he smiled and opened the door.

“Of course, hey Lou, it’s great to see
you! This starts Sunday night? Could I help out for the week?” she
asked.

“Absolutely, how about you assist in
the kitchen, or music” he said with a smile “I remember you loving
the music and how your Aunt loved to watch you sing. We have
someone already doing the musical segments but she may need someone
to assist. God willing there will be a lot of children in
attendance,” he said.

“Great, what time should I be here?”
Tessa smiled.

“Starts at 6 so how about 5:30?” he
asked.

“Excellent, that’s great I truly look
forward to it. I will see you then,” she hugged him and jumped in
the car.

She drove home with a renewed look on
her get away. She was happy and ready for the next few days
relaxing and laughing with friends, and the week ahead working with
kids.

She went home and finished up the
buckets and carried them next door, two in the front the rest in
the back. She ran next door and grabbed a hammer out of the closet.
She nailed the pieces of wood together and painted the front white.
As it dried she marinated the meat and made salads. She danced
around the house to Casting Crowns and Leia looked very
happy.

It was six and they should be here in
less than 2 hours, she decided to finish the sign. She carefully
drew a cabin and wrote the words on the sign. She let it dry as she
filled the beverage coolers with wine and beer. Once it was dry she
hammered it into the landscape and placed a few solar lights around
it so that it would light up at night. She stood back and
smiled.

She decided to take a quick shower
before they got there. She felt good and dressed just as the
minivans pulled in. She could here Leia tapping around on the floor
doing her happy dance. She looked out the window and saw the
minivans pull in, she laughed out loud and ran down to greet
them.

~

Phoebe parked and jumped out and
hugged her!

“It’s been less than a week, you’re
all baby” Tessa said.

“Well look at you all skin, bones, and
boobs” Phoebe said laughing “the weight you’ve lost we
found.”

“You look gorgeous and happy. I am so
excited 7 more weeks, right?” she said as she rubbed her
belly.

Jade opened the sliding door and
looked amazing, her flowing black hair and big green eyes were
gorgeous.

“I rode in a minivan for 7
hours listening to those two talk about vaginas and breast feeding
the entire way, you owe me, we are going out this weekend got it,”
Jade demanded as she hugged her friend and cousin.

“Hey Tessa,” Jessie said
as she hugged her.

Jessie was shorter than Tessa and had
bobbed brown hair and deep brown eyes; her mouth was so beautiful,
she had the fullest lips you could ever imagine. She hadn’t known
Jessie as long as the others but they knew each other enough
through football for her to have asked her to be in the wedding.
Jessie was dating one of Luke’s friends.

“I am ready to have a great time are
you?” Jessie hugged her.

Tessa smiled “Of course!”

Molly, Kendall, Sarah, Cassidy and
Becca all piled out of her sisters black minivan. Molly looked
anxious.

“You okay?” Tess asked her older
sister.

“I am just a little nervous about
leaving Sydney with Mom and Dad, but it’ll be fun” Molly said with
a smile.

They unloaded the vehicles and went
inside. They all chose their rooms and threw on their suits. They
decided they were all going to catch the last hour of sun. Sarah
and Kendall set the table as Molly and Cassidy helped Tessa get the
food off the grill and set out the salads. They all sat around the
table and made plans for Friday night.

“So, where are the dresses ladies?”
Tessa asked with a smile.

“Are you sure this is what you want to
do this Tessa?” Kendall asked.

“Absolutely,” she said with a big
smile.

They were all dressed in there floor
length black strapless gowns and standing on the patio when Tessa
emerged with her long Ivory princess waist dress. She laughed
anxiously when she saw them all staring at her. Phoebe had her
camera and began snapping shots.

“This isn’t a funeral ladies it’s a do
over, once these are gone there will be nothing physical left to
remember my near fatal mistake,” Tessa smiled and they all relaxed.
“Phoebe where is the tripod I want group shots.”

They all stood and did various poses
and drank. One with them all bending over showing cleavage, one as
if squatting to pee in the bushes, another as they lay in a circle
with all their heads together. This was a blast. She was so glad
they were here.

She looked over and saw Tomas standing
on the deck watching them.

“Hey Tomas I could use your help over
here,” Tessa shouted.

He came over immediately and she asked
him to take some photos. He looked very uncomfortable but
agreed.

“Ladies this is Tomas, he’s going to
help us out,” Tessa yelled to the girls all half in the
bag.

They walked down to the water and he
took a bunch of shots as they threw water at each other. Finally
they all carried Tessa out and threw her in the water. They laughed
and swam with the sun going down.

“Hey Tomas, how about firing up that
hot tub, we could all use some warming up,” Kendall
yelled.

Tomas went next door and did as he
asked, he came back over and was on the phone as he lifted the
cooler and brought it back to Collin’s deck.






Phoebe grabbed the camera as they
walked over to the neighbor’s house. 90’s music was playing and
Tomas handed them all glasses of wine. The girls all decided to
remove their dresses and get in with just there undergarments on.
Phoebe asked Tomas to take shot’s and he looked completely
uncomfortable.

“No Ma’am, I won’t, if you need
anything else I will be inside,” he said as he scurried into the
house.

The girls all took turns taking
pictures as they all got in.

They drank and laughed the Ross girls
made up their own words to every song that came on.

“Check this out, you’ve been busy
doing landscaping over there and he has here,” Sarah
said.

“Wow did you do it together?” Kendall
asked as she laughed.

“No Kendall,” she scowled as she
looked at Phoebe, Molly and Sarah who where all laughing under
their breath.

Jade smiled coyly “Do tell sisters,
come on we would love to know what our little Tessa has been up to
for the past week with Tomas who does anything she
pleases.”

The girls all burst out
laughing.

“It’s not Tomas, by the way who the
hell is Tomas,” Phoebe asked dangling her feet in the water, and
they all laughed.

“Tomas works for Collin and is house
setting while he is away,” Tessa said staring at her sisters as if
to say one more word and I will kick your ass.

“House sitting or Tessa sitting?”
Kendall asked.

“I don’t know what you
think is going on but nothing has happened, ok well maybe not
nothing he is an amazing kisser, and hot as all hell but his little
business trip, so not a business trip,” Tessa explained “I heard
him on the phone with some woman and he said Not here I will meet you, I miss you too,” in the best sexy Collin voice she could come up
with.

“I don’t know he was pretty into you,
holding your hair out of the toilet as you blew chunks last week,”
Sarah giggled.

“Well he has taken care of my drunk
ass again since.” Tessa confessed and started laughing.

“Tessa!” Becca said “How much are you
drinking nowadays?”

“A lot,” she said and began to laugh,
they all laughed along.

“No seriously Becca I just can’t stand
to be around him sober, I don’t feel like I am even on the same
playing fields as he is, he is major league hotty, no joke,” Tessa
confessed.

Becca looked at the sisters and they
all shook their heads and said at the same time, “Great View” and
laughed uncontrollably.

“Holy Shit,” Jade said “that must be
why all our men are drunks’ they just feel inferior when they are
around us.”

They all laughed.

They stepped out of the water and
grabbed the towels Tomas had left. He had hung their dresses on the
railing of the deck.

“Tomas good night and thank you,”
Tessa said. “We will be back tomorrow morning for our dresses; can
we please leave them here to dry?”

“Yes Ma’am” he yelled from behind
closed blinds.

“Come out, come out wherever you are
Tomas, don’t be afraid, we don’t bite” Jade called to
him.

Becca grabbed Jade’s hand,
“Behave!”

They all went next door giggling like
they had done together forever. They cleaned up from dinner and
went inside to get there pajama’s on. Phoebe grabbed her laptop and
popped in the SD card as they all gathered around to look at the
pictures. There were so many great shots. They started at the end
and worked their way back. They laughed and giggled at the
pictures.

“Please,” Becca warned “None of me on
facebook, my parents and husband would flip out!”

They kept going back until they came
to the ones from last weekend, when the family was all
together.

“You have got to be fucking kidding
me, holy shit Tessa he isn’t just hot he is beautiful,” Jade said
as she saw the pictures of them on the lounge, “and he is looking
at you like he is ready to take you right there”

“Well Jade he didn’t,” Tessa said in
an annoyed tone.

“Ya that would have been a bit
uncomfortable,” Kendall chimed in.

“You think those are hot, check out
these ones that he took,” Phoebe said.

They were all focused on Tessa closer
up as the pictures progressed. He took so many.

Tessa’s phone chimed and she had a
missed call and a text from Collin.

Jade grabbed the phone, “Who might
that be,” she teased. “Collin…. oh Collin, he says,”

“Jade,” Tessa said as she grabbed the
phone away from her.

She read his message.

Tessa, hope your having a great time
with your friends, behave!

She replied

Having a great time, don’t tell me
what to do! Goodbye…..stay safe.

“Behave, seriously he told me to
behave, he is out of his mind,” Tessa pouted.

They all starred quietly and she saw
them, she smiled.

“Jade, ladies, we are going out
tomorrow night and coming back here and throwing a big old dress
burning party…behave, seriously,” they all laughed.

They all made their way to bed and
woke at noon the next day with pounding headaches. Jade opened the
fridge and grabbed the OJ, she popped the cork on a bottle of
champagne and everyone moaned.

“Seriously have you
learned nothing from the boys? This shit actually works,” Jade said
as she handed them out.

“Cheers,” Jade winked and slammed her
drink.

They made toast and cut up fruit; they
carried everything out to the patio. They sat and ate and chatted
about family and work, about their men.

“Damn girl,” Phoebe said “That is one
sweet sign.”

They all looked at the sign Tessa had
made and laughed, it said “DOE CAMP”.

“Ya know Luke and I may not be
together but we are, no matter where we go or what we do I hope we
can all remember that,” Tessa said.

“You mean who we do” Jade laughed, and
they all laughed together.

“Are we ready to have a good time
tonight?” Kendall yelled, they all responded hell yes.

“Phoebe and I will be driving,” Becca
said drinking her water and popping a Tylenol “I don’t much care
for feeling this way again tomorrow.”

The girls laughed and cleaned up.
Jade, Tessa, Molly, Kendall, Cassidy, and Sarah drank mimosas and
lay in the sun, Phoebe chatted with them. Jessie and Becca went
back to bed.

Tessa’s phone rang and Jade answered
it.

“Hello this is Jade, Tessa’s assistant
and stunt double for the weekend,” Tessa laughed “May I ask whose
calling? Oh Collin she is right here but if she gets all weird on
you just tell her to give the phone back to me, I can help you
out.”

Tessa grabbed the phone from Jade and
got up and walked in the house away from the laughter of all the
girls.

“Hello,” she said.

“Tessa you don’t sound good, are you
ok?” he asked, he seemed very bothered.

“I am actually very good, we are going
out in a few hours, do you know any good singles bars in the area,
with music, we want to dance tonight,” she asked sarcastically as
she walked outside and sat next to the girls who were listening
intently.

“How long have you been drinking,
Tomas said you all put on quite a show last night, I think you
should stay in,” he was angry and she just laughed at
him.

“Ya know what, I really don’t think
it’s any of Tomas’s business, I didn’t realize he was my father. I
will not be staying in, I am going to be taking a business trip
tonight, you know blow off some steam,” she went on “So you enjoy
yourself tonight as I am sure you have the last three nights. I am
going to be shaking my ass with my girls all over town!” she ended
the call and they all laughed.

“Well if you’re going to be shaking
your ass Miss Tessa we’d better get started on dolling these things
up,” Phoebe said “I will be in charge of hair and makeup this
evening, not sure you’re in much shape to do that.”

They all laughed and started to head
inside.

“Tomas!” Jade yelled across the yard
“You have been a very bad boy, when I get home I am going to huff
and puff and blow that door in, and then I am going to have my way
with you!”

Becca heard her and walked outside and
grabbed Jade’s arm and pulled her in saying, “For the love of God
girl behave yourself!”

Tessa ignored several calls from
Collin and finally turned her phone off and tossed it on the
counter.

They were all ready and looking good.
Short dresses and heals. They piled into the minivan, Jade and
Phoebe grabbed straw floppy cowgirl hats they had bought for the
bachelorette party and handed them out to all the girls. Tessa
laughed and put hers on her head.

It was 8pm when they pulled into the
first place. It was a small seaside bar, a DJ on the deck. They
drank fruity frozen cocktails with umbrellas in them. A few of the
guys told them about a bar that would be hoping in a couple hours,
a Metallica cover band was playing. They decided to hit a karaoke
bar on the way there. They all sang Tessa’s favorite Abba song
together and laughed. They danced for hours Tessa led as they
followed. She was an amazing dancer. Jade looked into the back of
the bar and could have sworn she saw Tomas, she whispered in
Phoebe’s ear.

“Hey is that Tomas? I think he wants
me,” Jade laughed.

They decided it was time to leave and
head to the club that they were told about earlier.

They walked in and it was packed, they
found a table next to a small stage that women were encouraged to
dance on. Tessa laughed.

“I am going to be up there tonight,
and you Phoebe are coming with me,” Tessa hugged Phoebe and
smiled.

They laughed as they stood waiting for
drinks. In less than 30 minutes six of them were on the stage
dancing their fool heads off. They had a group of young men
gathered around them drinking and staring. The girls thought it was
hysterical. They got down to give some others waiting patiently to
get up on the mini dance stage and took to the back of the dance
floor. Their admirers followed. They danced with each other and the
men laughing and having a great time. A cute guy kept trying to
dance with Tessa and she would smile and shake her
finger.

“No No No,” she would say, he was
persistent but walked to the bar to get more drinks.

She looked at the table
behind her and saw him sitting there, ok
Tessa your drunk and obviously seeing things, she squinted and looked again and he glared at her and
crossed his arms and sat there. Tessa yelled to Sarah.

“Ok doesn’t that guy look like
Collin?” she said laughing “I am wasted!”

“No dear that is Collin,” Sarah
said.

They all turned to look and he just
starred at her, his eyes not leaving hers.

Someone grabbed Tessa around the waist
and began to dance, she turned and faced him, and it was No No
dude. She was annoyed. She grabbed his arms and lifted them over
his head and pushed him against the back wall swore at him a few
times before she turned to walk away.

Collin turned his white hat around and
like a storm, he blew past her, Tessa turned and grabbed his arm he
stopped and picked her up and set her on the bar stool and kept
walking. She jumped and ran and got between Collin’s arm and No
No’s face.

“Collin don’t please don’t, I already
took care of it.”

“Beg me,” he said looking at her, his
eyes angry and dark.

“Please don’t Collin,” Tessa asked
quietly.

“What?” he snapped.

“I said please don’t,” Tessa repeated
herself.

“Are you begging?” he asked and she
shook her head yes, “That’s twice.”

He was angry, beyond angry, his eyes
where wide and crazed. He picked her up and threw her over his
shoulder.

He turned towards the girls who stood
there watching as their jaws dropped.

“Ladies,” he said “who is
driving?”

They pointed to Becca and
Phoebe.

“Good, she has had a long night, she
will be leaving with me, Tomas is the car out front? Please see
that these ladies get home, soon!” he walked out.

They all followed.

He placed her in the car and shut the
door. They all stood watching. She pushed the button and locked the
doors. He tapped on the glass.

“Tessa, open the door,” she shook her
head no “Tessa open the fucking door now!”

Tessa flipped him off.

“Are you begging Collin?” she asked
mockingly.

“I am going to ask you one more time
to unlock the door and then I am going to smash the fucking window
in,” she glared at him and he back at her.

She pushed the button and unlocked the
door.

She looked out the window at the girls
and started laughing. They all laughed too. He peeled out of the
parking lot and ran his fingers through his hair. She looked in the
rear view mirror and saw them following close behind. She reached
for the radio and turned it on it was Kenny G.

“No shit,” she said and went to turn
the channel.

He pushed her hand away.

“You need to calm the fuck down, this
may help you out a bit,” he growled. “So while I’m away you get
loaded and stripe in front of my assistant, do you think I want him
looking at what I have been resisting for the past week now, what
the Fuck Tessa?”

Tessa began to sing along in tune with
the wordless music, “Collin’s mad and I am drunk that’s kind of
weird, I am going to throw up if you don’t pull over
dear.”

Tessa went on, he downshifted and
pulled off the road. The minivans fallowed suit. She opened the
door and got out and ran and jumped in to Phoebe’s van.

“Go now,” she yelled.

Phoebe pulled out. Tessa
pushed the button and opened the moon roof, Collin was right behind
them. She stood out of the moon roof lifted her hands in the air.
Her hair was blowing wildly in the wind. She kept her hands in the
air as they drove the wind felt good the fresh air welcome. He was
close enough that she could see his eyes, and he was pissed off,
more so than she had ever seen him. I’ll
show him she thought and she undid her bra
and let it go and she then lifted her dress and flashed him. She
blew him a kiss and then sat down. Jade and Kendall were laughing
so hard they thought they would wet their pants.

Phoebe pulled into the parking area.
And the van stopped. They got out as he pulled up behind them. He
walked by and again grabbed her by the waist and threw her over his
shoulder. He walked into his house and set her on the
counter.

She raised her eyebrow and crossed her
arms in front of her, “I had my bra on last night, I was with my
girlfriends, and Tomas is someone who you trust enough to let stay
in your home, alone. He did not see my tits, I am not a whore! You
managed to make me feel like one with this shit tonight. You went
away, I heard you on the phone that night on the boat, don’t come
here I will come to you, let’s see, I miss you, a business trip?
Doesn’t sound like business to me!”

The kitchen door swung opened and
without looking he snapped, “We are busy!”

“Ya we’ll see. Hey Tessa, you ok?”
Jade asked in a silly cute voice.

“I am Jade, Collin Jade, Jade Collin,”
Tessa said looking down smiling.

Collin turned and looked at Jade and
shook her hand.

“Hello Jade, Tessa and I
need to finish our conversation, could you please give us a
minute?” he asked as he turned back and glared at Tessa.

“Maybe, maybe not, Tessa is this man
scaring you” she asked in a little girl voice.

“No Jade he isn’t” she said as she
tried not to laugh.

“Are you afraid of him” she asked in
the same cutesy tone.

“No I am not,” Tessa started
laughing.

“Do you trust him enough for me to
leave you alone with him?” she asked.

“Yes Jade,” Tess answered.

“Do you trust yourself not to take
advantage of him,” Jade asked.

Tessa started laughing and hugged
Jade, “Yep I have this covered, I won’t hurt him
either.”

“Now you two kids play nice and if
either of you need me I will be right next door trying to seduce
Tomas who hasn’t said more than yes or no ma’am the entire night,”
Jade said as she laughed. “Nice to meet you Collin.”

She could still feel his glare as she
looked down at the floor.

“Here’s the deal I have no reason to
be getting angry at you, you owe me nothing. So I truly just want
you to stop playing games with me. I can’t lie next to a man and
wake up with him when there is obviously a sexual tension between
the two of us. I told you I am a mess, I am jealous as all get out
of the thought of you with another woman yet I just got out of a
five year relationship with a man who phoned me to tell me he was
in a new relationship and I am not angry. I hate being lied to and
made a fool out of so please, I beg you please just leave it alone.
I am going to go back home next Friday, I would be leaving sooner
but I made a commitment to an old friend. I will be out of site out
of mind and you can go on with your no strings attached way of
life,” Tessa said and felt a huge relief.

“Tessa that’s three and I was with my
mother,” he said quietly.

She could feel the blood drain from
her face and she could not speak. He looked at her and even though
he was angry at her he thought she was the most beautiful thing on
the planet. She continued looking at the ground and tried to come
up with something.

“Tessa, I am not lying to you,” He
grabbed her and set on the couch bringing her down on his lap, he
dialed his phone, “Tomas could you please tell Tessa where I was
the past two days. Yes Tomas the truth.”

He held the phone to Tessa’s ear and
said go ahead Tomas now “Ma’am, Mr. Abraham was in NJ helping his
mother get settled into her new place after the fire in her
home.”

“Thank you Tomas that’s all for
tonight how are things going over there? Yes she is
tenacious.”

Tessa’s phone rang it was Jade, “Hey
could you ask Collin if I can take Tomas upstairs to
play.”

Tessa laughed, “Goodnight
Jade.”

Collin was looking at the ground he
looked vulnerable.

He spoke softly, “Do you believe
me?”

Tessa said, “I don’t feel like I have
the right not to, I have known you for a week Collin and in one
week you have made me almost completely forget about the hurt of
the past five years of my life, my heart says yes my head says no,
you don’t owe me anything do you understand that? Not one
thing.”

Collin dialed his phone and put it on
speaker, she heard the reception answer “Sea Brook House
rehabilitation center, how may I help you.”

“This is Mr. Abraham how is my mother
doing.”

The receptionist said, “One moment
please Mr. Abraham.”

“Hey Collin this is Jim, is everything
alright you left today and seemed very tense?” the man
said.

“Everything is fine now Jim, how is my
Mother?” he asked.

“She is good, sleeping, I think it was
a good step for both of you that you were here to see her and help
her through the first few days of detox. Will you be back next
week?” he asked.

“Maybe I will call back in a couple
days, thanks Jim,” Collin hung up the phone and looked at Tessa
finally.

“Do you believe me now?”
he asked and she shook her head yes.

Tears began falling from her face
immediately.

“Then maybe it’s your heart you need
to listen to and keep your head out of it,” he grabbed her face and
kissed her tears away.

Then with his lips he asked for her
mouth and she allowed it. She climbed onto his lap and kissed him
hard. She wanted to make him forget all the events of tonight. He
pulled away.

Collin took her face, “Tessa you have
a feisty group next door who needs to know you’re ok, I have acted
like a Neanderthal in front of them and think we should go over
there and let them see that you’re ok.”

He picked her up and sat her on the
couch, he stood, let out a breath that sounded an awful lot like a
growl, adjusted himself, squatted down and closed his eyes for a
few minutes.

“I will meet you there in a minute,”
he groaned and looked as if her where in pain.

She smiled and did as he
asked.

“Well look there’s our little Tessa,”
Jade said with a smile, “Should we call an ambulance or is he going
to be alright?”

“He is fine, he’ll be over in a few
minutes, and I am going to go change,” she said as she skipped into
the house.

“Wow Tomas, what did your boss do to
her,” Jade asked.

“I am not sure Ma’am but I see she is
fine,” Tomas said.

When Tessa came outside he was sitting
with jeans and a hoody on surrounded by her friends grilling him.
They had given him a beer and he was drinking it down pretty
fast.

“So Collin, how long have you known
Tessa?” Jessie asked.

“Just met last week,” he answered and
flashed that smile that could melt anyone into a puddle in less
than two seconds.

“Sort of, this is Ann’s Joe,” Tessa
smiled at him.

He turned and smiled at her. He
scooted back and patted the spot between his legs as she walked
out. She sat and he let out a deep breath.

“So Collin, are you married, divorced,
have any children,” Jade asked.

“No none of the above,” he said and
took another long drink of his beer.

“Do you go to church?” Becca
asked.

“No, not recently I did as a child,”
he answered, “Just been really busy the past few years.”

“What do you do for a living” Sarah
chimed in.

“I’m a doctor, MD, but recently I have
been working in the research and development field,” he
answered.

“How old are you,” Molly asked looking
shocked.

“I am 28,” Collin answered.

“No shit,” they all said at the same
time.

He smiled and Tessa turned around and
looked at him and smiled.

Tessa leaned back and whispered in his
ear, “Anytime you want this to stop let me know,”

“I think I’ll be alright,” he said and
pulled her back so her back was against his chest.

“So when was the first time you wanted
to tear Tessa’s clothes off and do her?” Jade asked.

“When she opened the door and smiled
at me, last week,” Collin said without hesitation.

“So when did you two first do it,”
Jade pushed.

“Hasn’t happened, sorry to disappoint.
Jade right? But if and when we as two consenting sober adults make
that decision, I promise to let you know,” he smirked and winked at
her.

There he was the arrogant
Collin has now shown up to play Tessa
thought.

“Will you videotape it for me?” she
asked.

“Probably not, just not my thing,” he
retorted.

Kendall handed him a beer and he drank
it down fast.

“What is your thing,” she
asked.

“Tessa is my thing, but not until she
is ready,” he answered.

“Okay, let’s change the subject…
Jade!” Tessa glared at her. “Have you all introduced yourself to
Collin?”

The sister’s chimed in “We
have.”

And he smiled at them “Molly, Cory’s
wife and mother to the beautiful Sydney. Kendall future world
traveler, Jose is your guy right? Sarah, Jake’s girlfriend. Phoebe
Alex’s wife. How am I doing so far?”

They all smiled and said
good.

“I am Becca, wife to our youth
minister, Joshua,” she introduced herself.

“I am Jessie, friend,” Jessie
said.

“I am Jade married to Ryan, I am a
therapist and a mother of three,” Jade smiled.

“Nice to meet you all,” he said, “I
wanted to say I am sorry about earlier, a little.”

Tessa stood up, “Time for the bonfire
ladies.”

They all threw their dresses into the
fire Tessa went last.

“Out with the old,” she said and they
clinked glasses.

Everyone except Jade and Jessie went
to bed. Tessa was falling asleep curled up in Collins lap. Jade and
Jessie were showing Collin the pictures they took the day
before.

“She looked beautiful in her wedding
dress,” he said as he stroked her hair.

The two girls kept looking at the
pictures and they came to the ones he had taken.

“Collin these are the ones you took,”
Jade said with a smile.

“Oh I don’t think those were mine, but
whoever took them seems to have a real thing for Tessa,” he kissed
the top of her head without caring who saw him.

She wrapped her arms around him she
fit perfectly against his body, she fell asleep. The girls both
looked and saw he was falling asleep as well. They smiled at each
other knowing their friend was going to be alright. They both fell
asleep in the night air as well.

It started to downpour outside and
they all woke up and ran inside.

Tessa grabbed towels out of the
bathroom and gave them each one to dry off. Jessie and Jade said
goodnight and went upstairs to bed. Collin walked into the kitchen
and grabbed two bottles of water and some Tylenol, they both took
some and drank them down and hugged.

“I am sorry Collin,” Tessa said
again.

“Tessa don’t be, I get it, the fact
that you have been hurt I get it. But please do me a couple favors,
first listen to your heart, second know I will never intentionally
hurt you, third don’t try to make me jealous, fourth never lie to
me, and last never make me jealous,” he said.

“Collin you said that twice,” Tessa
said.

“I know, and I mean that, I never knew
what it was until now,” he said with all seriousness in his voice.
“I am going home now, I need to sleep and so do you.”

“I don’t want you to leave I want you
to stay,” Tessa said and tears formed in her eyes.”I need you to
stay.”

“Tessa don’t do that, you have friends
here, I interrupted your night, I will share you tonight, but not
again,” he kissed her and walked out the door.

She walked upstairs and went to
bed.

~

The next morning she came downstairs
and wanted to go for a run, they were all in the kitchen talking;
when she walked out they were all quiet and smiling.

“Good Morning, ladies,” she said.
“Anyone want to go running?”

No one answered and they were all
still smiling and she wondered what was going on? She smiled
back.

“So is that a no?” she asked. “Ok I
will be back soon.”

Tessa headed out the door and started
to run, Leia was used to the routine now and just followed
along.

She ran about 4 miles and she returned
home. She walked into the kitchen and breakfast was on the counter,
a huge spread. They were all standing there waiting to
eat.

“You hungry,” Phoebe asked.

“Yes I’m starving, this looks great I
will do dishes,” she said they all filled their plates and went to
the patio.

They all sat quietly.

“Is everyone hung over? Why are you
all so freakishly quiet?” Tessa asked laughing.

“Just wondering how last night went,”
Phoebe asked.

“We got drunk, had a blast, Collin
showed up, a little upset,” she said and laughed “he and I talked
everything is fine, you all questioned him I think he passed, we
fell asleep, got poured on, came inside got dry, you two went to
bed he and I talked a little and he left and I went to bed that’s
it.”

“That’s all?” Jade asked.

“Yes, that’s all, sorry,” she smiled
at Jade, “What do you guys want to do today?”

“The hotty neighbor came over this
morning and asked us if we wanted to go whale watching, we said we
would have to ask you, can we please go, please, please, please?”
Jade asked.

“Oh and Phoebe is really tired, I miss
Sydney and Jessie has some stuff to do so we are thinking about
leaving after breakfast, will you be okay with that?” Molly
asked.

“Ya I had a great weekend, today
should be pretty relaxing I don’t want you to feel like you have to
stay, go really it’s no big deal. Are you rested enough to drive?”
Tessa asked.

“We will be fine Tessa, as long as
you’re ok”, Molly began to tear up.

“Molly I am great, sitting here in our
families’ beach house with friends and family, and the view is
great,” she smiled.

They finished breakfast and helped
pack the car, Collin was outside helping load the van. He hugged
Molly and Phoebe nodded to Jessie as she got in the car and waved
as they drove off. He turned and looked at Tessa.

“How was your run?” he
asked.

“Quite boring” she said, “you should
have come with, I would love to actually run with you some day.
You’ve run with my dog what am I chopped liver?” she said with a
laugh.

“I need to talk to you about
something, would you come over for a few minutes?” he
asked.

“Sure just let me tell the girls” she
said turning around.

He gently turned her towards his
house, “Already did.”

She looked over her shoulder and saw
them all lined up waving and smiling.
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They walked into the house and he took
her to the couch he squatted down in front of her and took her
hands.

“Please don’t sit like that. Reminds
me of every time I have disappointed you, it’s your frustrated
position,” Tessa said with an apprehensive smile.

He let go of her hands and rubbed his
legs, he stood and paced, “Ok I am going to tell you something that
may upset you, I am upset by it. And I am pissed off that…
“

Tessa interrupted him “Please just
tell me, whatever it is I know I have done to myself. I know you
don’t do this sort of thing and I won’t be upset.”

Collin rolled his eyes, “It’s nothing
to do with me. Ok so last night when I left here I opened my
bedroom window, its 10 feet from your back porch Jessie was arguing
with someone. She said the name Luke several time’s so I walked to
the window. I only heard one part of the conversation so I wasn’t
sure what was going on. When things got mushy I walked out my
backdoor and she saw me. She got off the phone pretty quickly. I
called her over she came without hesitation. I asked her to tell me
what was going on, she started crying and said she and your ex were
together and had been since you two split, she said she didn’t mean
for it to happen. I asked her why she bothered coming and she said
she didn’t know and cried more. I told her I think it best if she
left in the morning. So this morning I heard them all in the
kitchen, by the way I came back here last night to make sure you
were ok, and ended up falling asleep in your bed. Anyways, I went
down and asked her if she planned to tell them, and she did. Your
sisters decided that it would be best if she left, partly because
they wanted to kill her and partly because Jade actually tried to
go after her. Are you with me?” he asked she shook her head and he
continued.

“So your sister got on
Facebook and checked out his page? I don’t know much about it but
his thing said he was in a relationship with her and there were
graduation pictures, of your graduation I am assuming and he was
kissing her neck, Tessa again this is way out of my league this
whole relationship thing but I need you to tell me what I can do to
make this better for you, cause what I really wanted to do is let
Jade loose on her.”

She sat there silently for a few
minutes, and he stood and waited for her response. She finally took
a deep breath and smiled at him.

“Do you know I was
supposed to marry him today,” she said he shook his head yes “Wow,
I am so glad I called it off.”

She sat and looked dazed.

He asked her if she needed a few
minutes alone and she didn’t, he asked her if it was alright to hug
her and she shook her head yes. After a few minutes she put her
arms around his waist and asked him if it was okay that they went
back to her place and he took her hand and they walked over
together.

They all stood in the kitchen as if
they were at a funeral. She grinned and looked down and shook her
head. She started to laugh and the look of terror was on all of
their faces which made her laugh more until she was laughing so
hard her stomach hurt. Jade was the first to join in, then her
sisters until they were all laughing so hard they could not
breathe. She looked at Collin and he looked completely weirded out
by the whole thing. Tears started coming down Tessa’s cheeks and he
put his arms around her and held her tightly which made her laugh
some more. Kendall tried to explain that this was sort of normal
and he didn’t get it but he shook his head and rubbed the back of
her hair.

“Oh my, that hurt my stomach” she said
as she finally got it together. “I am shocked and haven’t a clue
what to say except, did any of you bitches screw my ex?”

They all started laughing again. They
finally stopped.

Tessa looked at Collin and smiled, “I
am not sad I am disgusted that she came here and wonder why. I just
don’t get it, but honestly I don’t care and that really freaks me
out.”

They all looked at Tessa.

Jade was angry, “I told you a year ago
I did not trust her. Dirty ass used up bitch. I wonder what that
car ride home must be like, thank God for Becca or she would be
screwed.”

They all laughed.

“Let’s not waste this beautiful day,
don’t we have a boat to catch,” Tessa giggled.

They went and grabbed their beach bags
and Collin loaded the cooler. Kendall threw him the
keys.

“You’re driving a minivan today,” they
all laughed as he grabbed the cooler as he shook his head and
walked out the door.

As they drove her phone rang and it
was her sister.

“Tessa how are you?” Molly
asked.

“Honestly, I am fine, are you ok?”
Tessa asked.

“Except that I am stuck in the car for
the next six hours with her, I just hope you’re ok,” she
said.

“Ya know it’s just funny, sad kind of,
for them not me. I want him to be happy, good Lord I want her to be
happy, I just wish it wasn’t so dirty you know, I want to know why
she came here,” Tessa said.

“I can ask her,” Molly
said.

“No don’t, but please let her know I
forgive her, he wasn’t my husband, he was a live in, not the way
it’s supposed to be, probably why it didn’t work out. I love you
thanks for taking her home, Jade may have done unspeakable things
to her” she laughed. “Drive safe and kiss my niece for
me.”

Collin heard her and was in amazement
that she was really alright. He grabbed her hand and held it
stroking it with his thumb lightly all the way to the pier. They
walked to the boat with their arms around each other as the others
followed.

“You seem very strong Tessa; but I
need to know that you’re ok,” Collin said.

“She will be fine, one of her BFF’s is
a shrink and if that doesn’t work there’s always this” Jade giggled
as she held up a bottle of wine.

“And if they fail there is
always this,” Jade took Tessa’s hand and placed it on his backside
and smiled as she fell back with the others.

“She is a treat,” Collin says “How
long have you known her?”

“Forever, she’s my cousin, we have
been through a lot together,” Tessa said getting lost in
thought.

They walked on the boat and the
Captain greeted them. They all made their way to the back and Jade
handed out drinks. Tessa looked up at Collin and asked if he would
like one, he shook his head no and flared his nose as he ran his
fingers through his hair.

She drank a couple glasses of wine and
chatted with the girls, he stayed up front with the
Captain.

“What’s with him?” Sarah
asked.

“Emotional overload,” Jade replied
“Not all men are like our guys”.

“That’s because they weren’t raised
with us,” Kendall laughed.

Tessa looked at him and smiled, she
thought of the night on the patio when he revealed his family life,
and opened his heart to her. Unlike most people, including her, he
didn’t wallow in his misgiving; he made a decision to not become a
victim of the cycle people tend to fall into. He studied his ass
off and made a good life for himself. He was kind of
amazing.

Tessa stood up and walked to the front
of the boat where Collin stood next to the Captain, she wrapped her
arms around his waist and snuggled into his back. He turned towards
her and the Captain walked away giving them some
privacy.

“How are you doing? You girls having
fun?” he asked with a smile.

“We are, thank you so much for doing
this for us,” she smiled back.

“For you Tessa, I am doing it for
you,” he leaned down and kissed her head.

He hugged her and looked to the back
of the boat where her friend and sisters sat watching them all with
puppy dog eyes. When they realized he was looking they smiled and
the sisters all giggled. Jade smirked and made a very inappropriate
gesture with her hand and mouth. He smiled and shook his
head.

Tessa looked up at him and took his
face in her hands and kissed him deeply. Lost in the moment,
distracted by how his kiss could melt her. He pulled away and
smiled at her she looked at him and realized where they
were.

Her grin gave her away.

“Hey, how much have you had to drink
today?” he asked with sincere concern in his voice.

“Three on the fourth why?” she
asked.

“You are a little more free and let’s
just say I have tried for several days to keep this the way you
wanted based on a conversation we had a few days ago, and I am not
sure how long I can keep that up,” he forced a smile.

“Are you trying to protect my virtue
Collin, or trying to win a bet,” she asked with a laugh.

“What do you think?” he said
smirking.

She turned around and he put his arms
around her waist as they stood looking out across the ocean. She
leaned back into him and he pulled her hair to the side and kissed
her neck gently.

He leaned down and whispered in her
ear, “With your heart and not your head”.

She turned and smiled at
him and he gazed into her eyes and thought, what has she done to me? It felt
right and for once in his life he was going to enjoy the moment and
not think of tomorrow.

The girls cranked the
music and started to dance. Tessa laughed when she heard the
eighties tune blasting, Walk like an
Egyptian.

Collin smiled, “Go have fun, enjoy
them I am going to get lunch ready.”

He kissed her chastely and walked down
the stairs and went into the kitchen and grabbed the sandwiches
that her sister had put together, and grabbed the fruit. Phoebe
came down and used the bathroom, when she was finished she grabbed
the paper plates and napkins.

“Thank you for
everything”.

“It’s been my pleasure” he
said.

“Hey I know Tessa is an adult but she
is like a sister to me, I want her to be okay Collin,” she said
with seriousness in her voice.

“Me too Phoebe, me too,” he said as he
looked directly into her eyes.

“Besides if you hurt her I will not be
able to control what Alex may do to you,” Phoebe
laughed.

“I won’t I promise you the ball is
completely in her court,” Collin said, and she knew he meant
it.

They brought the food upstairs and the
girls sat on the floor on a blanket enjoying the food and warmth of
the sun against their skin. The music was blasting and the
conversations flowing.

Collin watched as they smiled, chatted
and laughed he saw how much they cared for each other. He had
avoided it all his life because he wouldn’t allow himself to be
distracted from his goal. One in which he had attained faster than
he had ever expected possible. He could see now that he had missed
out on the bonds these people shared.

The girls cleaned up and started to
dance as they laughed, the song changed and Rick Springfield came
across the radio. He watched their faces harden and eyes widen as
they watched Tessa. He wasn’t sure what was going on until the
music started.

Kendall started to sing using her
empty beer bottle as a microphone.

“Jessie is a pig, yes she’s always
been a little unkind, lately something’s changed and hard to
define, why that little skanky pig wants’ to eat the poo I’ve left
behind,” they all laughed and Tessa took the fake mic
next.

“Ya she squeezing him with those
thighs, and she’s loven him with that snoughty I just know it, and
he’s holding his bowl every stinken night, ya I’m glad that I’m not
Luke’s girls, I’m glad that I’m not Luke’s girl’s, now can I get a
hell ya right now” she sang and shook her bottom
laughing.

Kendall played the air drums and Jade
and Cassidy did the air guitar. They danced and sang and laughed.
When the song ended they all looked at Tessa and knew she was ok.
Jade decided it was time to plug in the iPod, Collin sensed it was
because she wanted to be able to control the tunes, and he was
right. She chose Pink, Raise Your Glass.

Tessa stopped dancing and
looked over her shoulder and saw him watching her,
he must think I am crazy, I must look ridiculous
to him, but because she was a little tipsy
she didn’t mind. She raised her glass to him and he raised his
bottle of water shook it side to side with a smirk on his
face.

The captain anchored the
boat and the girls looked around. It was breathtaking out there.
They anchored a few hundred yards from the touristy Provincetown
boats; and they could not believe what they saw. It was an
exhilarating experience beyond their wildest expectations. They saw
whales, several whales, diving, swimming, surfacing, they watched
as these gentle giants had birds land on their heads. They watched
the dolphins jump in the air and swim as they played with each
other. These creatures are so huge, yet so
graceful Tessa thought.

Collin watched her eyes dance as she
bent over the boat to touch the dolphins that swam beside them. She
seemed so happy almost childlike right now, and he swore each day
she looked more and more beautiful. When he thought of leaving her
he felt a burning sensation in his chest, three weeks from now he
would be leaving for a month, something he had done time and again,
and right now he could not bare the thought of it. He decided again
to live in the moment, just like the creatures in the ocean
swimming before him did.

It started getting dark and the girls
went down to change into some warmer clothes to protect them for
the night air that was chilling them after being in the sun all
day. The captain and Collin pulled the anchor up and they started
back. Collin brought up the steamer and made king crab legs and
some clams for the girls to enjoy. He sat for the first time today
and she sat on her knees in front of him with a plate of food and
smiled. They girls went below deck to use the bathroom and clean up
the dishes.

She smiled at him as she dipped some
crab meat into the butter and placed it in his mouth. Her fingers
caressed his lips with every bite he received. She leaned into him
and licked the butter off his bottom lip. He closed his eyes, his
nostrils flared as he enjoyed this sensual moment. He grabbed his
water and drank it down rinsing his mouth as she now straddled him.
He set the water down and grabbed her face and kissed her hard and
deep and her body began to react to the pressure she felt beneath
her. He stopped and went to grab her head and she took his arms and
raised his arms above his head and held them back as she kissed him
deeply and grinded into the stiffness she felt below. He tried to
move his arms and she held tighter. She began to kiss his ear, and
she heard him moan and he started to stand, she grabbed his neck so
she wouldn’t fall and he took her by the waist and set her down
next to him. His eyes looked angry and wild. He smirked at
her.

“Tessa, you’re slaughtering me”, he
bent his knees slightly and put his hands on them.

His jaw was clenched and he looked
like he was going to attack her when they heard the girls coming up
the stairs, he quickly reached down and adjusted himself not taking
his eyes off of her as he heard them approaching form behind. He
scowled at her and turned to avoid them and was thankful it was
dark so they couldn’t see the bulge in his pants.

The girls all sat together snuggled in
to each other, Jade was pouring them drinks when Collin returned he
took Tessa’s glass and dumped it over board. He handed her a bottle
of water.

“Drink this,” he turned and walked
away.

“What was that all about Tessa?” Jade
teased, “Is he playing daddy?”

Tessa looked at her and
smirked.

“Oh, I see when the girls
where away, my little drunken Tessa wanted to play,” she
laughed.

They got back home and everyone was
beat and pretty tipsy except Tessa and Collin. The girls
disappeared into their rooms to get ready for bed and to pack up
for their trip home in the morning.

When they were alone he looked at her
his eyes very intense, she tried to avoid his eyes because she was
very embarrassed about earlier, turning away from him he grabbed
her and pulled him against him.

“What is wrong,” he asked.

“Nothing,” she smiled
softly.

He carried her out to the patio by her
waist, she wasn’t facing him so she couldn’t see his face or hold
on as he stomped outside.

He walked over to the table and set
her down, he pushed her forward so she was bent over the table, and
pressed against her, “I want you like this.”

Collin picked her up and carried her
and tossed her gently on the lounge and grabbed her ankles and
lifted them above his shoulders as he knelt inches from her body,
“I want you like this.”

His voice deep and filled with
passion. He dropped her legs so that she lay flat, “I want you like
this” he groaned and kissed her deeply.

He stood and picked her up and sat
down and pulled her so she sat on his lap.

“I want you like this,” he turned her
so she was straddling him.

“I want you like this” his
voice was gruff.

He picked her up and sat her on the
table and stood between her legs and pushed her so she laid back,
“and like this.”

He said and pulled her up so she was
sitting again, he knelt on his knees and kissed her stomach and
continued lower and lower until he reached her waistband and ran
his tongue just behind the button, and stopped.

“I am going out of my mind
thinking about how good this is going to be,” and he continued
until she grabbed his hair and moaned and her body arched
back.

He stood and took her head in his
hands, he heard the girls behind him and he kissed her.

“Good night Tessa”, he
looked behind him and yelled, “goodnight ladies”.

Tessa sat there as her body exploded
as it never had before.

The girls walked out on the
patio.

“Wow Tessa, what the hell is going
on?” Jade asked “Have you been Tessa the tease, looks like he is
wound pretty tight girl, and look at your eyes, Tessa did
you?”

“Shut up Jade,” she said as she felt
her face turn red.

“Wow, he really is the shit hu” Jade
said.

Tessa stood up and walked in the house
and grabbed some water.

“Goodnight,” her face
flush and red she walked up the stairs and into her
room.

She could not believe what just
happened and she was still pulsing as she lay down and tossed and
turned until she finally fell asleep.

She woke in the morning feeling like a
million bucks. She stretched and they were all sitting there
looking at her.

“Ok Tessa I know we are not kids
anymore but you better spill the beans about what the hell happened
out there last night, holy shit, I couldn’t sleep just thinking
about it!” Jade exclaimed.

“You have got two questions, make them
count,” she said still needing to stretch as she rolled to her side
stood up and ran down the stairs.

“Did you have sex?” she
asked.

“Nope” she smiled.

“Did you orgasm?” Jade asked as if in
disbelief.

“Oh yes, for about 20 minutes after he
left my body was quaking,” she said with a smile, “That’s
two.”

“No way girl not fair, did he touch
you, I mean your clothes were on, I am so confused,” Jade was in
utter shock.

“Alright this is going to be quick,
and then we will promise not to talk about it again right?” they
all shook their heads yes “every time I drink I come on to him, you
know how that is right?” she said with a laugh ”and he told me one
of the first nights we met that I would be begging him for it, at
least five times before he would, ya know, and I told him he would
be on his knees before God and my family before he would ever have
what I had to offer, well I don’t think he is trying to win a bet
but wants me sober, or is trying to be respectful or something.
Anyways last night I was drunk and well you know again nothing has
happened, when we got back here and long story short he showed me
where and how he wanted me and then he licked my belly, just
beneath my button and it was over. I swear to you no hands no heavy
petting, no grinding just the thought of him is all it took,” Tessa
sighed and they all did at that same time.

She looked to the door and he stood
there holding a tray with breakfast for them all, he was biting the
inside of his cheeks trying not to smile. Their faces all beet red
as they looked down.

“Good morning Tessa, Good Morning
ladies,” he walked in and set the tray on the table.

“Good Morning Collin,” they all chimed
in.

Jade looked around, “Doesn’t that damn
dog bark anymore?”

“No she now likes him more than she
likes me,” Tessa said quietly.

“I think I might to,” Jade said
laughing.

“How much did you hear” Tessa asked
quietly.

“Probably more than you wanted me to,
and by the way I was protecting her virtue,” he kissed her head and
walked out the door.

They all laughed.

Collin walked out and began gathering
their bags and carried them down to the car.

Jade looked at Tessa “You look happier
than I have seen you in years, even though yesterday was supposed
to be the happiest day of your life” she said in a way too chipper
tone “I think it was, he is amazing, so amazing that you lose
yourself in just the thought of him, that’s pretty special Tessa”
tears formed in Jade’s eyes, she shook her head as if she was
bringing herself back into reality “and besides if you had married
that Luke, there is no way you would have had an orgasm like that
on your wedding night.”

Jade winked and hugged
Tessa.

Definitely not like
that she thought.

They all walked outside and hugged and
said goodbye, he walked inside and let them have their
moment.

Tessa stood and waved until they were
out of sight and she walked into the back porch and sat down and
pet the dog. She thought about what Jade said and knew she was
right, except the no orgasm part. With everything she was she knew
that Luke and she would have been miserable. She thought about
Jessie and couldn’t be mad, she actually felt sorry for her. Luke
was a good man, good looking, hard working, but so emotionally
unattached to her if she wasn’t right there with him, her heart
never would have felt full.

Collin walked out and said “Are you
alright Tessa?”

“I am, I don’t think I can ever make
eye contact with you after what you heard me tell them what I did
this morning but I will be fine,” she smiled looking
down.

He lifted her chin, “Just so you know,
it was not news to me, I knew exactly what happened last night, I
could see it in those beautiful eyes and felt it in that hot, sexy
body of yours.”

He kissed her gently and turned to
walk in the kitchen.

She followed.

Collin lifted her to sit on the
counter and was looking very seriously at her, “Alright, this is
what’s going to happen. We are going for a run, a long hard run
together, which is going to kick both of our asses. Then we will
get showered and dressed for lunch, we will go to a very public
place to eat. When we get home it should be about 2, we are going
to take an afternoon nap. When we wake it’ll be between 3 and 4. I
am leaving at 5 to fly down and see my mother; her doctor called
and suggested it. You will hang out and rest and I will be home
tomorrow night by 7 and I will take you out to dinner, the next day
we are going to run hard again, I may have my trainer come over and
you can learn how to box, one of my favorite releases, and that is
how we are going to get through this, alright is it a
plan?”

She laughed at him, “Only one problem,
I am volunteering at the church in town, I am going to help at
their Evening Bible School program this week.”

She jumped off the counter and went
into the living room, and sat on the couch he sat next to her and
pulled her into him.

He thought for a moment “Alright when
is it?”

“Sunday through Thursday from 6-8pm, I
will be there from 5:30 until 8:30” she said with a smile, “and at
their Thursday service they present a little skit for the
congregation.”

He looked confused, “Ok, why? I mean
what brought this on?”

“I have done this at my church and
enjoy it a great deal, I went to VBS as a kid and really learned a
lot,” she said. ”it makes me happy.”

“Did your ex go with you?” he
asked

“Sometimes he went to church but at
the end he said that was my thing and I left it at that” she said
with a sad smile. “I hoped it would be his thing someday, but it
wasn’t.”

“It’s important to you isn’t it,” he
said studying her face.

“I was raised believing, I never
stopped, I turned my back so that I could do what I wanted to and
not feel accountable. Ya know you go through life thinking you know
what’s best and working to get what you want or think you want, if
it’s not God’s plan, it’s not going to work, I spent five years
working for something that started all wrong. Pleasing him and
giving myself to him, every part of myself, it didn’t work, I am
grateful that I returned to church, had I not I wouldn’t have had
the strength to walk away. I would have married him maybe had a
child, and been angry at myself for not listening,” she
stopped.

“To your heart, to God?” he
asked.

“I think they’re one in the same,” she
said. “Sorry that’s kind of a heavy conversation isn’t
it?”

“Yes it is,” he said
softly.

“And I feel like such a hypocrite
acting the way I have been, drinking, and allowing myself to go
after you, I have not been true to what I believe or want.” She
said.

He sat quietly for a long time looking
at the floor, he didn’t know what to think or say “Ya know Tessa, I
am at a loss for words, I feel like I am hindering your desire to
be who you want to be. I don’t want that to be the
case.”

Tessa felt her heart drop to her
stomach, what had she done, she wanted him here, and she began to
physically shake.

“Are you alright” he asked “Tessa
you’re shaking”.

“No I’m not alright, I
feel sick to my stomach and my head is spinning and I am terrified
that I have just pushed you away,” she stood up and ran out the
door.

Collin wasn’t sure what to
do; he wanted to go after her but wondered if she wanted him to go
away. This is why, he thought, this is why
I don’t play fucking head games, this is why I don’t get involved,
this is exactly why. He felt the switch
turn off inside like it had done many years ago. He stood up and
walked out the door and went home.

When she knew he had left she went
back in and closed the door, walked up the stairs and cried herself
to sleep. She woke at 4:30 to the dog barking, she went downstairs
and answered the door, it was him. He stood with his glasses on and
she wanted desperately to see his face

“I am leaving, Tomas will be looking
after my house, if you need anything let him know,” he said very
businesslike, “And thank you for the work you did on my
deck.”

Collin turned to walk away.

“Wait, Collin, fly safe” she said her
voice was sad and scared.

Collin turned and looked at her and
then he turned back around and walked away.

Tessa hadn’t eaten since this morning,
and she needed to pull herself up by the bootstraps and get her
head back where it should be. She turned on some happy girl music
and cleaned, she didn’t need to worry about her beautiful
distraction anymore for awhile. She was going to hang out with some
kids and have fun, good upbeat praising Jesus fun.

~

Tessa walked into the church that had
changed a lot over the past few years. It seemed bigger, which is
odd because as a child things always seem bigger not the opposite.
She saw Pastor Lou coming over to greet her.

“Hello Tessa, could I ask you to do
something different tonight? Our musical director has the flu;
could you do the sing along with the kids?”

“Sure I guess I could try, don’t
expect miracles though,” Tessa laughed.

The night flew by; she had the older
group last. They were all a bit hesitant to just let go, she
understood, she couldn’t seem to be herself either around certain
people. Their song for the night was one she knew from church. She
decided to have a discussion about the song with them before trying
to make them sing it. She asked questions and explained what she
thought the song meant. They seemed to open up and she couldn’t
wait to see them tomorrow night. They ended the night with music
and dance. The younger kids stood and danced and sang along, she
had an absolute blast with them. She met a few women that she hit
it off with, and they had planned to get together for dinner
tomorrow night after VBS.

She pulled into the driveway and
parked in his spot, ha, she thought to herself. It’s not hurting
anything and it’s not like he would know anyway. She went in and
took Leia out and tossed the stick in the water so she could burn
off some steam. When they were done she went in and soaked in the
bath for a longtime and went to bed.

The next day she decided to check her
email and return some calls. The first person she called was her
Momma, they chatted and her mother asked about Collin, her sisters
spilled the beans. She explained that she had slowed that down and
was getting her head back where she thought it should be. She told
her about volunteering at the church for VBS and her mother seemed
very pleased.

Tessa went for a very long run and
waved to Tomas who sat on the deck all day long. Leia was
completely exhausted when they got back. Tessa checked her phone
and there were three missed calls from Luke. She ignored them and
decided she would put up a clothes line in the back yard to hang
towels on. She worked all day tinkering when she realized she
should grab a sandwich.

She went in and showered and got
dressed. She went downstairs and made a sandwich and grabbed her
laptop, it was four thirty and was almost time to get going, she
popped online and decided to check out her Facebook page. Saturday
lots of people left little messages and Jade posted plenty of
pictures of them on Collin’s boat, a few had him standing in the
background looking in her direction intensely, several people
commented on them, and several asked about the hotty in the photo.
Tessa smiled reading Jade’s responses.

They varied “The First
Mate”, “Her cousin…lol”, “someone they picked out of the ocean” and
Luke responded, “My replacement”, Jade followed with “You’re a
dumbass Links” She clicked on Luke’s link out of curiosity and was
shocked at what she saw. Several pictures of him with his arm
around her and Jessie, he had photo chopped an X over Tessa’s face
in every photo. His relationship status was “It’s complicated” and
was changed on the day before they were supposed to get married;
today’s last update was “seriously answer your phone!” She was so
annoyed, really how redneck could one be. She was embarrassed for
him. She posted, missing my girls

She logged off and petted her fuzzy
friend and put on her sandals, and off she went.

Tessa did the same thing tonight,
music. It was the same as the night before, just a different song
and she had gotten the ok from Pastor Lou to do a different song
with the older group. She chose Casting Crowns, a Christian Rock
band that she was digging right now, they loved it. She felt a
great sense of accomplishment. That was the smallest group and the
one she seemed to be drawn to.

She met the ladies and went to a
lovely little restaurant on the water. They sat on the dock
overlooking the ocean. Tessa ordered the Cobb salad, which was
great. They talked about their families and the sports their
children were playing. Lily a mother of two teenagers asked what
brought her here. She gave the edited version.

They all seemed concerned but she
smiled and said “It was a leap of faith, and I know it’ll all be
ok.”

They had the waiter take a picture on
Joan’s phone, Tessa had left hers in the car and she would text it
to her, she asked if she could post it for her friends back home to
see so they would know she was busy and having fun. It was ten
thirty at night when they left and planed to do it again Wednesday
evening.
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Tessa pulled into the 24 hour chain
store and went into the music department; she grabbed ten Casting
Crowns CD’s and a couple Addison Road. She went and grabbed some
clothes pins and tried to waste as much time as she possibly could
before she went home, she knew he would be there and wanted to
avoid any uncomfortable situation. It was about midnight when she
finally pulled in. She saw his car and her heart dropped to her
stomach again. She grabbed all her bags and sprinted to the house.
Leia greeted her and they went inside. She put her bags down and
grabbed the wet laundry out of the washing machine; she wanted to
hang them before they started getting that funky smell. She let
Leia out and she started hanging the laundry. When she was finished
she heard someone loudly clear their throat and she jumped. She
turned to see him standing just as he was the first night he gave
the peep show.

“Someone going to pop up from behind
that fence again?” she said loud enough for him to hear.

“Not tonight, you want to come over
and try it out?” he slurred.

Uh oh, he was drunk.

“March that fine ass on over here and
beg Tessa,” he said.

“Pig,” she yelled as she walked in and
slammed the door.

Damn it she forgot Leia who was
standing at the gate begging to go see him, she stomped out the
door and ran to grab her collar.

“Come on traitor,” she said dragging
her dog who was very unwilling towards the house.

“You coming over here or am I coming
over there?” He said as he laughed “Oh I forgot you’re in church
until almost midnight, Tessa you make my head spin!”

“And Collin you break my heart”, she
said as she ran in the house.

She went inside and slammed the door
and locked it, she ran into the bathroom and began to
cry.

She heard a loud knock on the door
“Tess open the door.”

“Go away,” she said.

“Damn it really? I know the code, I
can get in if I want to,” he yelled.

“If that’s what you need to do than go
ahead,” Tessa said.

She heard Leia tap dancing on the
floor, very excited.

“Where are you Tessa,” he asked
tauntingly.

“In the bathroom, please don’t come
in,” she said.

He heard her turn off the bath water
and knocked on the door.

“Collin please don’t,” she
said.

He sat and leaned on the door and
petted the dog.

“We need to talk Tessa,” he
said.

“Then talk Collin,” she
said.

“Where the hell have you been all
night,” he demanded.

“Out with friends,” she
said.

“What friends?” he sounded
angry.

She was amused “What does it
matter?”

“I want to know, who the hell were you
with?”

“Collin I went to dinner with friends,
and then I went to the store and bought some CD’s for the kids,”
she rolled her eyes.

“Friends, you have friends here?
Bullshit Tessa,” he yelled.

“Collin you’re scaring me,” she
whispered.

She could hear him trying to open the
door, “it’s locked.”

“Not for long” he said and popped the
lock, and walked in.

“Seriously, Collin,” she said as she
grabbed a towel and covered herself.

He was livid, his eyes red, jaw
clenched, the veins popping out of his neck.

“Who Tessa? Who were you
with?”

She stood up with the wet towel and
wrapped it around her, she tried to walk out the door and he moved
in her way blocking the entire door.

She stood and looked at him, “Please
move Collin, I am wet and cold.”

Collin handed her another towel and
looked up, she turned around and wrapped the dry towel around
herself tucked it into the front and turned back around she walked
toward him and he stood still.

“I want you to move Collin” she said
softly.

“I want you to tell me who you where
with tonight”, he insisted standing with his legs apart and arms
crossed.

“I already told you,” he looked hot
when he was angry, she thought.

She walked closer to him and stopped
and looked up at him, she gently took his arms and uncrossed them,
she slowly turned her back towards him and brought his arm with
her, she could feel him relaxing. She could feel each hot breath he
took against the back of her neck, she threw his arm up and ducked
under it, and ran out of the bathroom and slammed the door in his
face.

“You suck Abraham!” she
said as she ran up the stairs.

She ran in her room and slammed the
door, she ran into the closet and threw on a tee shirt and under
pants, and he walked in. She scowled at him and walked past him. He
didn’t try to stop her. He followed her down the stairs; she
grabbed her phone and pushed a few buttons. She pushed past him and
grabbed her laptop and sat on the couch, he sat next to her, she
logged onto Facebook as he looked over her shoulder, he saw a
picture of her and two women at a local restaurant, she tagged her
friend Jade in it.

Your fill in,
she posted.

She got up and left her computer
opened and went to the kitchen and grabbed the bag of CD’s and
threw them on his lap, he looked in the bag.

“Satisfied,” she asked.

He smiled and looked at her, “Not
yet.”

“Collin, please I am asking you to
stop playing games,” she pleaded.

He kissed her and she couldn’t resist,
he was on top of her kissing her hard, she got lost in the moment
and grabbed his hair and kissed him back. She moved her head to the
side and breathed several deep breaths.

“Collin, please stop,
please”.

“Beg,” he said stopping only briefly
to speak and continued kissing her neck and moving up towards her
lips.

“Please stop, please” she
begged.

He grunted “That’s four.”

Collin stood up and went to walk out
the door.

She was so pissed she threw a water
bottle at him and hit him in the backside.

He stopped and turned around, he
looked angry, “Did you just throw that at me?”

“Well who the hell else would you ass?
I am so pissed at you your lucky I didn’t crack you in the head.
Collin you’re an asshole, you walk into my house, break into my
bathroom while I am taking a bath, talk to me like I am some pig,
and try to intimidate me. You scared me!”

He stood and looked at her, she could
tell he was staring at her and she wiped her eyes and looked up at
him,

“You should leave!”

Collin stood looking at her with guilt
in his eyes he placed his hand just below his heart and looked
confused. He let out a deep breath and then turned and walked out
the door and shut it behind him. She lay on the couch and cried
herself to sleep.

~

When she woke it was five in the
morning, she looked at her phone and there was a message from
Luke.

“We need to talk, call me,” he sounded
bad really bad.

She knew he would be awake in 30
minutes and driving to work, she was going to go for a run and then
call him back. She walked outside with Leia and saw Collin asleep
in the lounge chair, Leia jumped up on him and licked his face, he
woke up and looked at her, and he closed his eyes and held his head
in his hands.

“Hung over?” she asked with one
eyebrow raised.

“Ya,” he whispered.

“Good,” she said and took off
running.

They ran for an hour before they
returned home. She ran harder than she had in a long time, she
didn’t leave the sand and what was normally a hard run was getting
easier, she was pleased with herself.

She walked past him and into the
house, he was pouting. She walked into the kitchen and grabbed a
glass of water and two Tylenol and walked out and gave it to him,
he mumbled “Thank you”.

She sat on the couch and called
Luke.

“Hey it’s Tessa you called?” she said
“Well I do have to say that I was not impressed with the facebook
pictures of our graduation and you hanging on Jessie and me with a
big gianormous X over my face, nor was I impressed with the
pictures of you kissing her neck at said graduation…no I am
absolutely not jealous, I do however feel bad for Miguel… leaving
me out of this how could you do that to him? Is that why they were
so hard on you in Jersey, is that why you came home and I stayed
and helped you until Audrianna and your sisters came? ...I am over
that. I get the relationship ending and even you moving on but he
was your friend Luke…! I don’t think that is any of your concern… I
saw you wrote my replacement… Yep I have been hanging out with
him…Well that’s nice of Jessie to report in to you… That is none of
your business Luke. Listen I am not doing this again, we have ended
our relationship, if I can get over what you did while we were
together and still want you to be happy, you should have no hard
feelings towards me… Yes you did and I forgive you…. No Luke, not
in a million years.... I do care about you, we spent our entire
youth together, but that means this, I want you to be happy, I ask
that you figure out how to want that for me… Sure Luke go ahead and
mock my beliefs, I am alright with that… I have to go Luke, no he’s
not lying next to me, and again none of your business… Luke you
don’t want the answer to that. I have to go, drive safe.
Goodbye.”

She hung up threw the phone down and
went into the bathroom and took a shower and brushed her
teeth.

She grabbed her robe and put it on and
walked into the kitchen.

Collin stood with his arms crossed and
head hung low, he shook his head and said “I am sorry I behaved so
badly”.

“I accept your apology.”

Tessa walked to the stove and heated
some water and got out two cups and placed tea bags in
each.

“What can I say or do Tessa, to make
you look at me again?” he asked.

Silly man she thought I
enjoy looking at you.

She smiled and rubbed his back as she
walked by “Collin, it’s not up to me, it will be what it is
right?”

“I guess,” he said
confused.

“I just think if we are going to keep
hanging out we should make a pact, honesty, trust, and sobriety,”
she laughed.

“I feel horrible about last night and
Sunday night, I am sorry Tessa,” he spoke with a raw sincerity she
had not heard before.

“Well Sunday I was being honest and I
think I freaked you out. I certainly wasn’t acting on the outside
the way I feel inside. However last night you were an insatiable
ass,” she laughed.

“I am sorry Tessa” he said and looked
broken.

She couldn’t stand seeing him so down.
She hugged him tight for a long time.

The tea kettle whistled and she let
go, she saw is eyes squint in pain. “Head hurts hu?”

“Just a little, I don’t drink that
much,” he smiled.

She brought the tea to the table and
they sat and drank quietly. She got up and made some bagels and
hard boiled eggs. He ate and watched her. He wasn’t sure what she
was thinking, he couldn’t read her like he could most people. She
ran a bath and told him to get in and soak, he walked into the
bathroom and did as he was told. She returned with the shorts and
hoody that he had made her wear the night he put her in the cold
shower, and placed them on the counter, she walked out and shut the
door behind her. He came out bathed and dressed. She took his hand
and led him upstairs to her bedroom where they lay in bed and both
fell asleep.

He woke and she wasn’t there. He
walked downstairs and she sat on the couch playing with her
computer. He sat next to her and grabbed her hand and rubbed it
with his other hand. He kissed it and held it against his
chest.

She smiled at him and leaned into his
chest. She was looking at pictures from Molly’s shower and renaming
each file. He watched and learned who the people were in her life.
There still wasn’t any conversation just them and their unspoken
connection.

She came across the pictures of her
parents. “How’s is your Mom Collin?”

“A mess, she’s angry and drying up and
not doing it too gracefully. She tried to sign herself out and I
had to promise to come back Wednesday in order to get her to stay,”
he said very sadly.

“I am sorry Collin, that must be
incredibly hard,” she said and wrapped his arms more tightly around
her.

He felt better just being
there with her. He never felt it was his responsibility to help his
mother get well. She had put him through a living hell for the
first 16 years of his life and she was his mother, someone who was
supposed to ease his pain. He would never treat his children like
that nor would he ever let anyone else. Wow he thought, that was the very first time he had ever even
considered having children. Tessa he
thought, what are you doing to
me?

She got ready to go to the church, he
watched her primp. She looked so beautiful and happy.

“What are you going to do when I am
gone?” she asked.

“I have some colleagues coming over
for a work dinner,” he said “We have a big trip coming up in two
weeks and need to get all the wrinkles ironed out.”

“Sounds like a lot of fun,” she said
and smiled.

“It’s one of the few things I know I
am good at Tessa, I love my work,” he said very sure of
himself.

“I wish I could watch you in action,”
she said.

“I wish I could go with you tonight
and see what it is that makes you so happy, and meet your friends,”
he said with an apologetic tone.

“So when are you going to return from
your visit with your mom?” she asked.

“Thursday about three in the
afternoon, that way I can attend three of her counseling sessions,”
he said as he looked at her hand in his.

She watched as he rubbed her hand
gently as it rested over his other hand.

“Do you think Thursday night I can
take you on a date,” she whispered.

“Tessa are you asking me out?” he
whispered back.

“Are you accepting my request?” she
giggled.

“Will you beg me?” he
asked.

She raised her eyebrow and looked at
him. “I wouldn’t push it.”

“Yes Tessa I would love you to take me
on a date” he reached over and hugged her.

“You are going to love it, how do you
feel about hanging out with one hundred and fifty little people?”
she asked.

“I am going to regret accepting aren’t
I,” he smirked.

Tessa smiled “If you do, I will buy
you dinner afterword, maybe you can meet my new friends” she said
jokingly. “By the way, we are going to have dinner and conversation
Wednesday night, again. You alright with that?”

“Yes Tessa. I know I shouldn’t feel
like this, logically it doesn’t make sense…” he stopped.

Tessa looked at him and swallowed
hard, “I wasn’t trying to upset you.”

Collin looked up at her and put his
hand on her face and very gently rubbed her cheek. She closed her
eyes and pushed into it.

“You don’t have to come. I shouldn’t
expect you to,” she said with her eyes still closed.

“God you are beautiful,” he
whispered.

Tessa opened her eyes and looked into
his.

He pulled her head to his chest and
she felt his heart beat against her face.

“I want to come with you Thursday.
More than I can logically wrap my head around. You need to get
ready for church,” he kissed her head and released her.

~“

The night was full of singing and
laughing, the musical director had not returned yet, she would more
than likely be back tomorrow. She sang and danced with the little
kids teaching them tonight’s song and the movements that went with
them, they were all very affectionate and she loved seeing their
smiling faces full of joy. The older group was really into the song
“What do I know of Holy” tonight, a song from Addison Road. They
actually sang it with her.

There was a girl whose name was Alyssa
who sang and sent chills up her spine, this was a kid who you could
look at and know immediately that she was without. She was about
12, and had clothes that didn’t quite fit right and she walked home
with her two younger siblings every night. They lived right around
the corner in an apartment building; Tessa knew because she
followed them one night, she was worried they would not get home
alright. Her little sisters looked about the same, and they too
were musically blessed. All three looked hungry. Tessa smiled when
she thought of the boy she gave her snack to when she attended
there as a child. Tonight she would stop and grab a couple bags of
groceries and set them on their porch.

Before she left she sent a text to
Collin telling him she was going to stop at the store before
returning home and asked if he needed anything.

-This damn meeting to end, and you to be
home

Tessa dropped the
groceries and left. She returned home and changed. She let Leia out
and she did her business and Tessa cleaned it up. She looked over
and three women that she didn’t know and four men including Collin
and Tomas sat on the deck. Collin sat at the front of the table and
was clearly in control. Looking hot Mr.
Abraham she thought. She was pulling weeds
from her flower beds when she received a text

-you are very distracting out there in that
dress and bent over those flowers

-probably would distract you more if I told
you I was wearing nothing under it

- would you please go inside so I can pay
attention

-hmm, nope!

She looked over and smiled at him; he
shook his head yes and smiled back.

“Dr. Abraham,” one of the men said and
Collin continued watching Tessa.

She turned her back towards him and
slowly bent over the flowers again, his mouth dropped and he was
now glaring at her. She turned around and winked.

“Dr. Abraham.” one of the women said
loudly.

He turned and looked at
her.

“Are we finished for the night?” she
asked smiling.

“Just about” he replied and continued
where he had left off “So we are all in agreement as to what our
roles are?”

They all said yes. “I will email you
the notes from the meeting tomorrow then.”

They all got up and left. He didn’t
even walk them out. He waited until they all left and loosened his
tie and walked to her.

“Good evening Tessa,” he said.”You
look beautiful.”

She smiled and blushed “How was your
meeting.”

“It was very productive until well
about fifteen minutes ago,” he smiled.

Tessa built a fire in the fire pit and
pushed him into the lounge chair, she went inside and put on a
sweatshirt and pair of shorts, she grabbed him a sweatshirt and
took a couple glasses of water and went outside. His eyes sparkled
and danced as he looked her up and down. His eyebrow arched and he
starred in her eyes and smirked. She sat with her back against his
chest. He wrapped his arms around her and pulled her hair to the
side and kissed her neck.

They sat quietly for what seemed like
forever. Their bodies pressed together and his arms wrapped around
her watching the fire as the sun set. He rubbed her leg lightly
with his fingers as she stroked his arm. He lightly kissed her
neck. She felt safe and happy; she could stay like this
forever.

She started to shiver a bit and he
spoke breaking the silence.

“You’re shivering Tessa, let’s go
inside”.

“I want to stay like this forever,”
she said and he knew he wanted to as well.

He reached down and grabbed the
blanket off the back of the chair next to him and covered them up.
She fell asleep.

Collin woke when he felt the rain
begin to fall, within seconds it was pouring down on them, she
jumped up startled and they ran inside. They looked at each other
and started laughing.

His eyebrow arched and he pulled her
back outside, she couldn’t believe it, he had lost his mind. He
pulled her close to him and kissed her. She received his kiss as
the rain came pouring down on them. He stepped away and looked at
her as she raised her hands in the air and laughed out
loud.

“Tessa” he yelled as she danced in
circles, “Tessa I love you!”

Tessa stopped spinning and looked at
him with a hurt look on her face and she began to cry. He walked to
her and lifted her face so that she was looking up at
him.

“Tessa, don’t cry, I’m
sorry I didn’t mean to…” and she kissed him hard.

She jumped up and wrapped her legs
around his waist and kissed him with her hands full of his hair, he
was lost in her kiss and walked with her wrapped around him into
the house and kicked the door closed with his foot. He gently laid
her on the hard wood floor and she looked at him her chest was
rising and falling rapidly. He was straddling her and she sat up
and lifted his wet shirt off and tossed it aside, she began kissing
his chest and neck and then back to his mouth.

“Tessa”, he growled “As much as I want
you please stop, I don’t know how much more I can take”.

“I don’t want to stop Collin, please”
she said as he pulled away from her.

He looked at her and moved towards her
ready to take her.

They heard a scratch at the door and
then the dog whining loudly. He sat back up and laughed. He stood
bent over with his hands on his knees and laughed a painful laugh.
She stood breathless her eyes heavy with desire and walked to the
door and let the soaking wet dog in. Leia began to shake and Collin
grabbed the sweatshirt and covered her and began to dry her off.
Tessa went and grabbed a towel and helped Collin.

When they finished they looked at each
other and started to laugh.

”I guess we are just not meant to do
this” she said as she grinned at him.

He looked distant and a bit
embarrassed, not a look she was used to at all from this strong
confident man who sat on the floor beside her.

“Collin what’s going on, are you
regretting what you said to me?” she asked with deep
concern.

“No Tessa, I am just sorry if it made
you uncomfortable” he said.

“Uncomfortable?” she asked “No Collin
not uncomfortable, happy, ecstatic, elated, far from
uncomfortable”

“Okay,” he said looking down looking
even more confused than before.

“I am sorry” she said “I have upset
you, if it were just in the moment I get it, if you want me to
forget you said it I can try, I guess,” Tessa felt butterflies in
her stomach and her face turned red.

“Tessa, you don’t have to act like you
are glad I said that I love you, I understand if you don’t feel
that way about me, but I promise that you will, in time” his words
were not empty she knew he meant what he said.

Tessa looked at him and started to
laugh, “Oh Collin no, that’s not it, I am so sorry if I hurt you,
even for a minute.”

His eyes were wide like a deer in the
headlights and she moved to him. She straddled his lap and lifted
his face to her and kissed him gently.

“I love your lips even
when they are not touching mine,” she began, “I love your eye’s
that seem to be able to pierce right through my heart”, she
continued “I love your perfect nose” and she kissed it , “I love
your shoulders, that I am quite sure were made for me to fall into
and take comfort in,” she moved down and kissed his chest “I love
your heart that for now is mine” she said as she looked up at his
eyes that were watching her every move “I love you Collin Abraham,
and I think I have since the night we sat out there with my family,
and that scares me to death.”

She took a deep breath and starred
into his eyes.

He kissed her gently and pulled her
into him “Tessa, I won’t ever hurt you, do you understand me? I
couldn’t do that to you.”

They sat like that for a long time and
she finally looked at the clock. “Collin, it’s three in the morning
and it’s been a long but perfect day can we go upstairs and go to
sleep.”

“Of course, anything you want,” he
said.

“Anything?” she asked.

He took her hand. “Let’s sleep Tessa,
I am drained”

She went into the closet and grabbed
some night clothes. He watched her as she dropped her clothes on
the floor, her back was beautiful, and she was beautiful he thought
as she slipped a night shirt over her body. She stood in her
panties; she turned and pushed the door a bit blocking his view. He
could see her hip as she bent to remove her them. She pulled on a
pair of pajama pants and walked out the door.

“Tessa, my flight leaves at eight I am
going to run over and grab my bags. I will be back in a few minutes
alright?” he asked.

“Uh hu, hurry back she yawned, I love
you,” she said with a smile.

He smiled at her and stood up and
turned to walk away.

“Collin, would you please say it
back?” she asked softly.

“Tessa, I love you,” he walked back
and kissed her gently.

~

Collin walked out the back door
towards his house. He looked at Tessa’s car that was sitting lower
than normal; he walked towards it and saw that all four tires had
been slashed. He almost panicked as he started back towards her
house, he ran up the stairs and into her room, she was asleep and
safe. He grabbed Tessa’s phone off the nightstand and ignored the
missed messages she had. He walked downstairs, locked the doors,
and called the police.

“This is Collin Abraham I
need someone down to my place now.”

He hung up the phone and they were
there within minutes. They took pictures and walked around the
property. He was sure she would be fine so he ran next door to grab
some clothes, his toothbrush his iPad and his phone. He had several
missed calls as well. He would deal with them later, he thought as
he went back next door.

He sat with the police on the back
patio as they told him their findings.

“We dusted for prints on
the car, not much was gathered but we will run what we have,
something of concern is the footprints around both of your houses,
which were distorted from the rain, that’s all we have Mr. Abraham,
we will let you know what we get back on the prints.”

They heard a noise inside and he
looked panicked, they stood and the officers reached for their guns
as she walked out onto the patio, she froze as she saw
them.

“What’s going on Collin,” she said
sounding frightened, “are you okay?”

“Yes Tessa I am fine, thank you
officers please let me know when you find something
out.”

Collin walked towards her as they left
through the side yard.

“Someone slashed your tires Tessa, I
called the police they checked everything out and will be getting
back to me when they find something out.”

She looked like she was in
shock.

“I want to see” she said as she turned
away and walked into the house.

He followed her through the house and
out the door, she stood and stared at her Jeep, “Who would do
this?”

“I don’t know but I intend to find
out” he said as he took her hand and walked into the
house.

She started to make breakfast and he
made some phone calls.

“Tomas yes, I need you here as soon as
you can, yes we have a problem” He checked his messages and she put
his food in front of him.

“Shit” he said as he
slammed his phone down.

“Collin what is it?” she
asked.

“My mother, she checked herself out
yesterday, well sort of, she left and they don’t know where she
is,” he said.

“You should go Collin and find her,”
Tessa said.

“No I have a feeling she is here” he
said and sounded weary.

“Collin, do you think your mother did
that to my car?” she asked.

“I do Tessa,” he said as he dialed the
phone.

“Yes this is Collin Abraham, could I
speak to detective Spokes please” he said.

“Hello I want you to run Catherine
Abraham’s prints against the ones you found today, she left the
rehab center yesterday, thank you. I will be waiting for your
call,” Collin hung up and looked at Tessa.

He dialed the phone again “This is
Collin Abraham, could you please send a tow truck to my house,
there is a Jeep in the parking lot that needs four new tires, yes
thank you”.

She pushed her food around on her
plate, she was shocked, she felt bad for him, she could feel him
looking at her and she turned to him.

“Are you alright Collin?”
she asked.

“No not really, what was I thinking
bringing someone into this shit,” he said as he looked down at his
plate, “I should have never gotten emotionally attached to
anyone”.

She stood up and walked out on the
patio, he followed her out and grabbed her arm.

“Tessa, you will stay with
me until we have some answers, it won’t take long, but you’re going
to have to deal with it,” he insisted.

He turned her towards him and she was
fighting back tears, “Tessa it’s going to be fine.”

“Collin you told me you loved me last
night and today you say you wished you had never gotten attached,”
her tears flowed slowly and she wiped them from her face.”I wake up
to cops in the back yard and you think it’s your mother, Leia
killing the mood last night, it’s all too much, maybe we aren’t
supposed to be together, I seem to cause you pain and confusion and
that’s not what it is supposed to be like.”

“Tessa I love you” he said as he
grabbed her and hugged her, “I have left the baggage behind a long
time ago, she has resurfaced and brought a whole lot of drama. I
will fix it, and trust me, I love you, and don’t think it’s a sign,
a sign from where the depths of hell?” he asked
laughing.

She relaxed and wrapped her arms
around him, “I love you Collin, and whatever is going on I need you
to know you need to be honest with me, and I will help you through
it, we are in this together.”

“Sir” Tomas spoke from behind them. “I
am here.”

“Tessa I need you to come to my place
while Tomas and I do some work. Come on Leia” he said they all
walked over together.

Tessa sat on the couch and pet the dog
and listened to Collin give instructions to Tomas.

“Detective Spokes is in
charge of the case, so he is our local contact. You should call our
guy in New Jersey and anybody else you have down there, get them on
this. I need about five people around here, and any PI’s you trust
need to be brought in, I want this over by tomorrow night.” Collin
turned towards Tessa; “I have a date tomorrow night.”

Collin’s phone rang and he answered,
and listened he shook his head and looked down.

“Thank you, please keep me
posted, I am getting a few people on this here. You need to call
Newark New Jersey’s main station Detective Thort and have him fax
you her latest stunt. Will do, goodbye,” he hung up.”Did you get
that Tomas? Alright let’s get this ball rolling.”

Tomas handed Collin a Glock 22 caliber
semi automatic handgun and Collin checked it over and stuffed it in
the back of his pants. Tomas then handed him a compact hand gun a
Beretta and Collin put that one in his pocket.

He looked up at Tessa who looked like
she was in shock.

“This is a lot to deal with I know but
I promise you’ll be okay,” he turned to Tomas, “Everyone you can
find, I want that bitch caught.”

“You need to know a few
things,” Collin took her hand and led her to his office.

He pulled up two chairs in front of
the large wooden desk and motioned for her to sit. He turned on the
monitor and Googled the name Catherine Abraham. Several links
popped up.

“WOMAN SUSUPECTED OF ARSON”

“WOMAN SENTENCED IN SHOOTING DEATH OF
HER DAUGHTER”

“WOMAN SUSPECTED IN DEATH OF HER
SON”

“WOMAN SUSPECTED IN CHILD PROSTITUTION
RING”

“WOMAN SUSPECTED IN SALE OF
DRUGS”

“Collin, this is your Mother the one
who slashed my tires?” Tessa’s voice was shakey.

He shook his head yes.

”Oh my,” she gasped.

“Tessa, do you remember what I told
you about her,” she shook her head yes “this is the rest of
it.”

“Collin you don’t have to do this,”
she said.

“Tessa full disclosure, open and
honest, I love you, and you say you love me, but if this get’s to
be too much I will understand and you are free to go,” he paused “
But not until I know she is behind bars and you are
safe”.

He kissed her head swiftly “If you
need to take a break let me know”.

He clicked on link after link and she
read and read. The woman who gave birth to this man who she was
head over heels in love with was awful. What would drive someone to
do this?

Catherine Abrahams was heavily
involved in drugs and alcohol. She sold them to feed her habit,
when she was being watched she had to lay low. The men she brought
in and out of her life were drug dealers. Some of those drug
dealers fathered her children. She tried to lure men in by offering
up her children, Collin the youngest of the three, who were three
years apart, offered himself to protect his siblings. When the
older two came of age to leave and finally escaped her clutches
they ended up dead. His brother of an accidental heroin overdose, a
drug Collin was sure his brother hadn’t injected himself. And his
sister was shot soon after she alerted DSS to what her brother was
going through, in her last attempt to get him out of there.
Catherine had spent 11 years in Bedford Hills women’s prison in
downstate NY. She was released due to good behavior and because she
had been deemed fit for society.

It had been two hours and she had read
the entire time, he finally spoke and she looked at him he looked
like a frightened child.

“Tessa can we take a break
from this?” he asked in anguish.

“Of course we can, whatever you need,”
she said and kissed him.

They went out and she opened the
fridge to make something for him for lunch, she would not be
eating, her stomach sick and head pounding and spinning trying to
think of what she could possibly say or do. She saw several trays
of snacks and meals prepared sitting on the shelves before her.
Neither had eaten breakfast they couldn’t.

She heated the oven and put chicken
parm in for Tomas and Collin who were talking in the living
room.

“I am going to run next door and grab
a few things. I will be right back,” she yelled over her
shoulder.

“Tessa, no, if you need something
Tomas will go grab it,” he insisted.

“Ok, I will make a list, I guess,” she
scowled.

She handed the list to Tomas and
mentioned the clothes she needed for tonight being in the
downstairs bathroom.

“Tessa you can’t go tonight,” Collin
snapped.

“What do you mean? Do you think she’d
show up at a church?” she saw that he was not budging and stomped
to the couch and sat, “Unreal, add my laptop to that list
please.”

Tomas brought her things and handed
them to her; she checked her phone and had several missed calls and
text messages. She opened her laptop and checked out
facebook.

Luke had sent several messages and
posted a song on his wall and tagged her in it.

Shinedown’s Second
Chance, Time to Move on…need a few
minutes, pick up your phone!

Ben had
commented…Seriously leave her alone
asshat!

Tessa laughed out loud and her phone
rang, it was Luke.

“Hello,” she said
quietly.

“Tessa,” Luke said letting out a
breath.

“Is everything alright?” Tessa
asked.

“No!” Luke snapped.

Tessa didn’t say anything for a few
minutes.

“Lucas, please just say whatever it is
you need to,” Tessa sat back and pulled her knees to her
chest.

“We need to fix this…I love you
Tessa,” Luke said and she heard his voice break.

“Please don’t do this,” Tessa
whispered.

“Do what? You need to come home I will
do whatever it takes,” Luke whispered.

Tessa heard a noise in the background
a knock on a door and a voice she assumed was Jessie.

“Luke you’re asking me to do something
I can’t do. You’re asking me to do this with her there. I don’t
have it in me anymore to make this alright or easy for you. I know
it’s not my responsibility and you know it’s wrong for you to ask
it of me. You have a woman there who walked away from a very long
relationship to be with you. She is who you chose to get you
through this,” Tessa tried to explain.

“You left!” he snapped.

“Lucas come on you know better than
that. I was living with you and I wasn’t enough. You have to figure
this out for you. Figure you out Lucas. That’s the only way you’re
going to be better. Why don’t you go visit your sisters, I never
saw you happier than when you were with them. Take a break from
whatever is going on in your dirty little mind and listen to your
heart Lucas,” Tessa said softly.

“You’re my God Damn heart Tessa!” he
yelled.

“No I am not and as soon as you figure
that out you’ll see what I saw for all those years. You’re a great
man Lucas Links the only thing standing between your hurt and
happiness is you. So fix you. We are done Luke but it will never
mean I don’t care and it’ll never mean I don’t want you to find
happiness. Please want that for me too,” Tessa wiped tears off her
face.

“Don’t cry Baby,” Luke said
sadly.

“I am sad for you, you don’t want me
to cry, I don’t that want for you either,” Tessa laughed, “And
seriously Links stop calling me baby it pisses me off!”

“Sorry. Are you sleeping with that
guy?” Luke asked.

“Luke?” Tessa gasped.

“Just tell me I need to know,” he
pleaded softly.

“I haven’t had sex in months. Are you
all better now?” Tessa snapped.

“Oddly,” he laughed, “I
am.”

“Well great I am happy to have done
that for you,” Tessa said sarcastically.

“I think I will go to Jersey. You
should come down Tessa, we could take a drive and go to that little
spot in the woods,” Luke giggled.

“No I am good,” Tessa
laughed.

“I know, I love you Tessa Ross,” Luke
sounded better.

“Take care Lucas,” Tessa said with a
smile.

“No love TT?” Luke
chuckled.

“Sure Luke, love for my friend okay?”
Tessa said softly.

“Thanks baby,” he said
sincerely.

“Luke call me that again and I will
seriously kick your ass next time I see you,” Tessa
giggled.

“Well then I have to say it now. If
that’s how I will be guaranteed to see you again,” Luke
laughed.

“I am hanging up, go to Jersey!” Tessa
laughed and hung up.

Collin was standing in the doorway
with his arms crossed over his chest. Tessa let out a deep breath.
She was overwhelmed and wished she had not answered Luke’s call.
She looked up at him again his hand was over his heart as he
clenched his jaw as he looked at the ground and walked
away.

“Collin,” Tessa said
softly.

“Give me a few minutes, I need to
speak to Tomas,” he called over his shoulder gruffly.

Tessa responded to Jade’s
text.

– can’t talk right now but
guess what, I heard the three sweetest words from the most
beautiful man I have ever met, inside and out, he amazes me every
day, been busy I will call you soon.

She could feel his breath on her neck,
she jumped and turned around.

“You sure that’s how you feel?” Collin
asked.

“Are you spying on me?” she asked as
her face turned bright red.

“I guess I am,” he said smiling that
sexy smile.

“I am not hiding anything from you, I
never will. He called, I shouldn’t have answered I am just used to
talking him down, helping him get through it, over me,” she
laughed, “I want him to be alright Collin. I will never go back I
don’t love him that way.”

“But you said…”Collin
began.

“As a friend, someone I grew up with,
not in love and need or want to hold my heart or me,” Tessa said
softly.

“Okay, new to me but okay,” Collin
said. “Did you need to talk to him because you’re doubting who I am
because of what you have just learned and are knee deep in my
situation?”

“No! Not at all. I am
upset about the situation, but only upset because I really want to
kick a woman’s ass that I have never met for hurting you, and a
little because I want to be there with the kids tonight, I have
grown attached to a few of them, that reminds me I need to call
Pastor Lou,” she said.

“I already did Tessa, they cancelled
tonight,” he said looking at the ground.

“Why?” she asked.

He didn’t look at her, “Collin
why?”

“They had a threatening note left in
the sanctuary” he said.

“Collin, what did it say” she saw him
look down, “Truth, full disclosure.”

“The authorities have it to build
their case Tessa, but it was bad, we are going to catch her, things
will be ok.” He said.

“Collin tell me, please,” she said
with pleading eyes.

He took a deep breath and said “The
whore with the voice is next”.

Tessa’s eyes widened, “Oh.”

She sat looking at the floor, “Are you
okay Tessa, I am so sorry I got you into this.”

“I am fine,” she said as she cleared
he throat and gave a forced smile “So does that mean she like’s my
voice?”

“Tessa,” he said “It’s alright to be
upset.”

“It’s easier this way, “she
said.

He sat behind her and wrapped his long
strong arms around her waist. “When this is over I can promise you,
you’ll never have to worry about her again.”

Tessa knew he was serious and she did
not doubt him at all.

“I would really like to do something
to take your mind of this,” he said with a smile in his
voice.

She leaned into him and tilted her
head up, “What did you have in mind?”

He kissed her gently, her body melted
into him, she turned around and sat on his lap and grabbed his hair
in her hands, gently, softly, deeply, he kissed her and she kissed
him. He kissed her neck and her ears and gently tugged at them. She
took his hand and kissed it, and put it behind her back, and
brought it so it sat on the small of her back. She looked at him
and kissed him again. He tasted sweet, hot, and wet. Her body ached
with desire, as her hips began slowly moving into the pressure she
felt below. She took his other hand and brought it to her mouth,
she kissed his hand gently, first the palms, and then she kissed
each finger from left to right starring at him. She reached his
middle finger and lightly bit the tip, and then she licked it in a
circular motion, sucking in an up and down motion. He closed his
eyes and she bit down.

“Don’t close your eyes,”
she said as licked his finger from top to bottom.

He opened his eyes and watched her as
she sucked and licked and bit over and over again.

“Holy fuck Tessa,” he said, he could
barely breath.

“Excuse me Collin,” Tomas said as he
stopped and walked back towards the kitchen, “Sir when your free we
need to talk,” there was a sense of urgency in his
voice.

“Be right there,” he took a deep
breath and stood and bent over pushing on his knees and breathing
hard.

He looked at Tessa and she was
smiling.

“One of these day’s Tessa, you’ll be
finishing what you just started,” he reached in his pants and
adjusted himself as he walked away.

“Can’t wait,” she said
laughing.

Tomas and Collin stayed away for
awhile, she was getting concerned when she heard his voice
raise.

“And how the fuck did that happen
Tomas, who the fuck are the guys you hired a bunch of fucking
idiots. I see, you’d better get some more people on this, I want
this to end tonight. If you can’t make it happen I fucking will! I
want updates every 15 minutes,” he yelled.

“Yes sir” Tomas said.

Collin walked in the kitchen and
punched the wall, he walked in circles for a few minutes and he
came into the living room and looked at her with sadness in his
eyes.

“Tessa one of the men took Leia to the
emergency veterinarians, they think she was poisoned.”

The look of terror was in her eyes and
he tried to grab her hand she pulled away.

“Are my tires fixed?” she
asked.

“Yes but you’re not going anywhere,”
he said sternly.

“She will be scared Collin, you’re the
only other person besides family she’s ever allowed near her. I am
going and there isn’t a thing you’re going to do about it,” she
started towards the door.

He grabbed her arm and pulled her
towards him, “No Tessa you’re not.”

She pulled away from him.

“You can’t keep me here
against my will, I need to be with her.” she cried “Don’t you
understand, she needs me, she needs me!”

Tessa sat on the floor and sobbed, her
knees to her chest; she wrapped her arms around them and slowly
rocked herself back and forth as she cried.

His eyes became hot
yes, I understand Tessa, I do.

He sat on the floor behind her and
pulled her into his arms. He ran his fingers through her hair as he
felt her body stiffen and pull slightly away from him. He did not
let go.

He kissed her head, “I love you Tessa,
I’m sorry.”

They sat there for what felt like
hours and she finally got up and walked to the bathroom, she heard
Tomas and Collin talking outside.

“Sir the vet called and they are
pretty sure that it was antifreeze that was put in her water dish,”
Tomas said.

“How is she?” he asked.

“It’s been touch and go sir, they have
an IV hooked up pumping fluids in her and a catheter so that they
can see how much she fluid she is putting out. They have her
sedated so that she doesn’t get agitated. She is comfortable and
it’s touchy but she is alive and they say that’s a good sign,”
Tomas said.

“Nothing better happen to her Tomas or
heads will roll, she’s a good dog, and she is Tessa’s, she better
be alright. Now what else is going on?” he asked.

“My contacts have talked to the local
drug dealers, her picture has been shown around, they all know
about the reward, and we will hear something soon I am
sure.”

“How many had already been in contact
with Catherine?” he asked.

“Apparently two, she came in last
night looking for a new drug, bath salts. She did not pay him with
money sir, the other was at noon today, and same exchange was made
between the two. She should be trying to get more within the hour,
wears off pretty fast,” Tomas reported.

“Has a report been filed for each law
broken and violation since she has been in town?” Collin
asked.

“Yes sir,” he said.

“Thank you Tomas, look Tessa has
already said she was going to leave once, please make the men aware
that she is to go nowhere, understand?” Collin said.

Tomas looked towards the
bathroom, where she stood listening; Collin turned and saw
her, shit he
thought.

“Yes Sir”.

Tessa scowled at him and walked passed
him, into the living room. She stood and looked out the window. She
looked angry and scared, and very pale. She wasn’t mad at him this
wasn’t his fault and she knew he must think she is such a bitch.
She could not believe what was going on, nothing like this had ever
happened in her life and Collin had lived though a hell that she
had never even heard on the evening news.

Tessa walked into the kitchen and got
a glass of water.

Collin walked out of his office and
looked at her and smiled a boyish grin.

“Tessa would you please come with me,”
he said grabbing her hand and pulling her behind him.

They walked into his office; he sat
her in the chair and turned on the monitor of his computer. He
watched her face light up.

Leia was lying in a cage she could see
her breathing as she slept.

“Now this is Skype, we had a 42 inch
monitor set up right in front of the cage, when she wakes up you
can push this button and she will be able to see and hear you
Tessa, she has an IV giving her fluids and is being given a
sedative every few hours to keep her sedated,” he kissed her head
and walked out.

Collin warmed up some fettuccini
Alfredo and grabbed her a glass of milk, brought it in and stopped
as he watched her from behind as she caressed the screen. He
watched her and felt her pain. He was angry that he had brought
this to her.

She could feel him and turned and
looked at him “Collin thank you.”

“You’re welcome Tessa.”

Collin sat the food on the desk and
pulled a chair next to her, “You need to eat.”

She looked at him and shook her head
no,

“It’s not up for
discussion.”

He fed her several bites and she drank
the glass of milk.

He offered her another bite, “I am
full, thank you.”

She sat back and watched her dog lay
sleeping.

“Sir could I speak to you?” Tomas
called from the doorway.

He walked out of the office into the
kitchen.

“One of our men just radioed in, she
has been in contact with one of the dealers down by the wharf, she
had a man with her and a gun, they took everything the dealer had,
she was last spotted on foot coming into an area just a mile north
of here. Sir I think you should take Miss Tessa
downstairs.”

Collin ran his fingers through his
hair “Ok good job Tomas, please make sure the room is set up and
hook up the live feed from the Vet’s office so she has access to
it.”

“Yes sir.” Tomas said.

He turned and she stood in the
doorway.

“Did you catch all that Tessa?” he
asked.

“Yes,” she said and followed him down
the stairs.

“This is not a room that is used
often, I hope it doesn’t intimidate you,” he opened the door and
her eyes widened.

The room was all concrete with no
windows, it was large and the floor was tiled. In one corner was a
large bed with a wooden canopy, it looked like something you’d find
in an old English castle. A large armoire stood in the corner and
there were red velvet curtains that could be pulled to separate the
area making it private from the rest of the space if necessary. The
opposite side of the room housed a desk with monitors all around;
there must have been ten twenty inch screens. There was a wall with
storage that had wine, water, paper products and canned goods
stocked from floor to ceiling. Beside it a door that led to a
bathroom which was all tile and concrete, very utilitarian. She
watched him as he switched on one of the monitors, it was Leia, he
switched on the rest showing every room in the house all the
outdoor entrances, including one to the room they were in and the
deck. He punched in a code and she could hear the locks on the door
latch.

“It’s a bit much, but we will put it
to good use tonight,” he smiled wearily.

He watched her waiting for a reaction;
she just looked around and took it all in. She sat in a chair and
curled into a ball and watched Leia.

“Go ahead Tomas, okay, yes, what time
was she spotted? Are all entrances covered? Is someone on bird
watch? Have you taken all safety precautions I don’t want anyone
hurt. Night goggles? Vests? Okay man, be safe,” He looked at Tessa
who was staring at him terrified, “Full disclosure?”

Tessa shook her head yes.

“She is close, they haven’t seen her
in 15 minutes, she is armed and has another armed perp with her,
they are extremely high and very dangerous, and you Tessa are safe,
do you understand?” she shook her head in response. “Do you have
any questions?”

She shook her head and asked “What is
this room for?”

“It’s for exactly this Tessa,” he
said. “And it will be over soon can I get you anything?”

“Collin, I am sorry I have been so
awful to you today, I have acted horrible, I am scared and have
only been involved in this for a day, you my… how are you ok? How
have you come through this so well?” she asked through
tears.

He took her hand and then held his
other against the ear piece he was communicating with Tomas
through.

“Go ahead Tomas, alright one down, is
he hurt? Where do you have him? Great job. Let me know when you
have her. I wish I could be out there with you Tomas, thank
you”.

He watched the camera’s and tried to
answer her questions.

“I am fine Tessa, this will be a huge
relief when she has been caught, you are scared and I am not mad at
all, I get it. I am sorry for having put you through all of this,”
he looked at her.

“Collin is that her?” she asked
pointing to the monitor.

“Tomas she just went under the deck,
okay, yep I am watching.”

He saw them grab her and she fought
them off, she reached for her gun and it was knocked out of her
hands. They had Catherine and were putting cuffs on her.

“Great job guys” he stood
and went to grab her head she pulled away.

She was shaking and ran to the
bathroom and threw up, he held her hair. She finished and began to
cry. He held her in his arms.

“Tessa it’s okay now, it’s all over.
We can go now.”

“No Collin don’t open that door I want
to stay here, please don’t leave, please don’t make me go out
there,” she begged.

“Alright we can stay here as long as
you’d like,” he picked her up and walked her to the bed, he lay
down beside her and held her as she cried, and finally she fell
asleep.

“Tomas can you handle the rest, I need
to stay here until Tessa is ready to come out, yes she is a bit
shaken, if you need me you know how to reach me, and thank you,
excellent job.”

He lay next to her and fell
asleep.

It was still dark when
Tessa woke up, and he wasn’t there. She got up to use the bathroom.
She opened a toothbrush that lay on the counter next to the sink.
Some of her clothes were brought and hung up on a hook in the
corner. On the shelf next to the shower were two towels and a
washcloth. Next to them were a razor, body soap, shampoo, and
conditioner. She undressed and turned on the shower. She stood
under the hot water for a long time trying to process what had
happened today or yesterday she wasn’t sure of the time. She
thought of what a tyrant she must have seemed when she heard that
her dog had been poisoned. She thought about how it must have
seemed so insignificant to Collin, paling in contrast against what
was happening, and what had happened to him the beautiful man with
perfect wavy brown hair, blue eyes, bronze skin, perfect man. It
wasn’t even that that she felt drawn to. Collin’s desire to care
for her, to make sure she was safe, to be concerned about how she
feels about her dog, her family, her friends, the love he had shown
her in less than two weeks is so much more than she had ever felt
from any other in her life had shown her without force or fight.
Lucas, Ben, and Toby were all amazing in their own way. But Collin
had the sex appeal, need, and desire she felt for Lucas, the
comfort and safety she found refuge in from Toby, and Ben’s smile,
spunk, and heart. If you could multiply that by a hundred she was
sure Collin Abraham would be in the answer box. All of the above times one hundred she thought to
herself. Tessa was head over heels for
this man, and it scared her to death.

She dried off and dressed and towel
dried her hair as best she could. She opened the door and walked
into the dark room. Tomas sat at the desk working on the
computer.

“How are you feeling ma’am?” he
asked.

“Fine thank you, where is Collin?” she
asked.

“I messaged him when you woke he was
leaving the justice building and should be here any
minute.”

He flipped on the monitor and she saw
Leia, lying sleeping and breathing,

”Dr. Mackey is on the phone for you,”
he said as he handed her the phone.

“Your girl is a fighter, I don’t know
how she made it this far,” Tessa winced as he went on, “she needs
to stay calm and we are going to keep her sedated for a couple
days, I really think it best if you don’t visit, I get the sense
that is going to be very hard for you, Mr. Abraham has gone to
extremes to ensure you are able to see her.”

“Do you think she is going to make it
Dr. Mackey?” she asked.

“I didn’t think she would make it this
far, that’s a very good sign, if I were a betting man I would bet
on her,” he replied. “Her vitals are strong she is truly doing
great”.

Tessa thanked him and hung up the
phone.

“He is a good man, I hope
you know that.” Tomas said.

“I do Tomas, I know.”

This was the first time she had seen
Tomas with his sunglasses off. He had deep brown eyes, he was very
attractive, very military looking.

“How long have you known him
Tomas?”

“Twelve years Ma’am” he
responded.

There were three beeps and she heard
the locks unlatch. Collin walked in, he was wearing black suit
pants and a grey shirt with a black and grey woven tie. He wearily
looked at her.

“How are you this morning
Tessa?”

“I am good, I’m sorry I was so awful
yesterday,” she said as she ran to him and wrapped her arms around
him, “I hope you can forgive me.”

Tears started to flow down her
cheeks.

“I accept your apology Tessa, you were
a trooper,” he pulled her hair back gently so that her face met
his, his long large fingers wiped her tears away and he kissed her
lips gently.

Collin looked deeply into her eyes and
their foreheads touched. They stayed like this for a long time
intensely looking at each other seeking to figure out what one
another was thinking.

“Excuse me sir, the lawyers will be
here soon,” Tomas walked out.

She released him from her grip and
asked, “How are you doing Collin? Are you alright?”

“Tessa if you’re okay I am,” he
smiled.

She looked at him with concerned eyes,
“How are you really?”

“I have to say I am great, she is
where she belongs, and she has done so much damage to me, my
sister, my brother, and now you Tessa. She is locked up and will be
for life, God willing. I will make sure of it,” His tone was fierce
as he looked past her.

She pulled his chin down towards
her.

“Collin kiss me,” and he
did.

His phone buzzed and it was Tomas
letting him know the lawyers had arrived.

“Tessa I have to go up
now, are you ready to get out of here?” he asked as he watched her
face trying to find the answer.

She stepped back and took a deep
breath she walked behind him and circled back to stand in front of
him.

“I would follow you,” she made an
imaginary circle around him and smiled, “Anywhere.”

Collin grabbed her and lifted her, she
wrapped her arms and legs around him and kissed him, he kissed her
and breathed deeply.

“Gotta go Tessa,” he
growled.

He tossed her around him so she was
wrapped around him piggy back.

”Ready,” he asked.

“Absolutely”, she said with a
laugh.

It was good to hear her
laugh, he smiled to himself,
real good.

He ran up the stairs and
she bounced up and down on his back, he was very aware that those
beautiful breasts were bouncing on his back as well. He stopped at
the top of the steps and swung her around in front of him, she was
laughing and he loved seeing the joy in her eyes,
it almost takes my mind off of those fine
tits, he laughed to himself.

Tessa was standing on the deck and she
looked over at her house he followed her eyes.

“They should be done soon Tessa, it’s
being cleaned, all food has been taken out, they are going to make
sure everything is safe, when they are done Tomas and my people
will be over there for awhile,” he watched her eyes widen as she
stared ahead and took a deep breath.

He turned her to him and lifted her
chin and kissed her head gently.

“It’s going to be ok, I won’t let
anything happen to you, I want you to sit in on the meeting, and I
think it’ll help you to feel safe again.”

They walked into the office; it was
filled with people in suits and uniforms. He pulled a chair out for
her and she sat. He sat next to her.

“Good morning gentlemen this is Tessa,
she will be sitting in on our meeting today. I want to go through
the events step by step, Tomas will be heading this, if anyone has
questions please write them down and we will have Q and A at the
end. Tomas the floor is yours,” Collin grabbed her hand and gently
caressed it.

“I am sure you have all
had a chance to go through Catherine’s rap sheet so we will begin
with her release from Bedford Hills on August
20th;
the suspect was released and reported to her parole officer that
afternoon. She was allowed to move to New Jersey where she stayed
in the house that Dr. Abraham had purchased for her. She reported
to her parole officer in New Jersey where she was instructed to
attend NA meetings as well as bi-weekly meetings with a
psychiatrist that Mr. Abraham also paid for. On August
22nd she was reportedly at a bar drinking and trying to find
drugs, she paid her bar tab with a check from an account Mr.
Abraham had started for her upon her release, which is our first
break, we have access to her account and have copies of the check
which is in the packet in front of you. We also have her on camera
at the bar talking to James Rico, a known drug dealer in Trenton, a
copy of his rap sheet is also in the packet. While making meth they
burnt down the house that the suspect was residing in. Again we
have evidence proving that she bought the ingredients needed to
make the meth. On September 9th the house burnt to the
ground and both suspects were hospitalized. Catherine had drained
the bank account set up by Dr. Abraham the day before, she
purchased a car. Dr. Abraham was in contact with the authorities in
New Jersey, because Catherine had served her sentence in full they
would not extradite her to New York. The judge’s decision was to
send her to a rehab facility believing that with counseling and the
fact that she had served her sentence with good behavior she was
not a high risk. Dr. Abraham contacted a facility and worked with
them to set up a recovery plan for Catherine. He traveled to New
Jersey and took part in very intensive therapy with his mother,
Catherine’s counselor believed this could help to make it personal
and less the institutional garbage that doesn’t work,” he looked at
Collin with anger in his eyes and shook his head,” James was to
spend a week in jail, and released. Thanks to pictures found on
facebook we can place James at a pier downtown, he was looking
through binoculars in the distance watching Collin and Tessa and
some guests. He can also be seen in the bushes on the opposite side
of Tessa’s home, through more pictures on facebook. Two days later
he went to the rehab facility and they walked out the door, got
into the car and drove here. The rest is in the report filed this
morning by Mr. Abraham” Tomas sat down.

Collin stood and loosened his tie,
“The ball is in our court, the more serious offences were committed
here in Massachusetts. Stalking, prostitution, felony assault,
animal abuse, attempted murder, and trespassing,” he stated. “Who
was in charge of searching Miss Ross’s home next door?”

An officer stood “Sir we suspect that
some of the food was tampered with, there was a hidden camera in
the main bedroom upstairs it was connected to the wifi in the house
and had a live feed going live online, we have people checking into
it now.”

Collin asked, “Who searched the car
owned by the suspect, and what was found?”

Tomas spoke, “The preliminary report
was faxed a while ago, there were detailed logs of when you or Miss
Ross left the property, details about the places you went, photos
from the whale watching trip with the guests from next door,
specifics about the dog, including where her food and water dishes
were, dates and times of the volunteer work Tessa was doing at the
church.” He saw Collins eyes narrow and watched him try to control
his temper by breathing deeply,” there was duct tape and rope along
with a sleep inducing drug, there were notes on how they were going
to execute their plan. I have made copies of our surveillance tapes
and have given them to the detective.”

Collin took a deep breath and looked
at the woman in the navy suit and said, “Do you think the evidence
is enough to convict and put these people away for
life?”

“Yes sir, without a doubt. Neither
party has the means to pay for an attorney; they will be appointed
attorneys, an airtight case Mr. Abraham.” she sounded very sure of
herself.

“I want a detailed list of anything
confiscated from the house next door. Tomas, you and your men get a
few hours sleep, and then you go through her house again,” Collin
instructed.

“Already done sir, there’s a team at
the church doing the same thing now,” Tomas replied.

“Ok, when that’s done I want the boat
done as well,” Collin instructed. “Alright any
questions?”

He looked around and no one
spoke.”Good thank you ladies and gentlemen, if anyone needs me you
all have my cell number, I am taking Tessa away for the day. This
house is clean, I insured that myself.”

“Do they have names of my family and
friends? Will they be safe?” she asked quietly.

“No names ma’am, just photos, and we
have them and the electronic media they used; they won’t get them
back, ever. They don’t even know your last name,” Tomas said and
smiled softly. Tessa smiled back.

“Okay that’s a wrap, great job
everyone. Tomas show them out please,” he said and turned to Tessa,
“I have a date to get ready for.”

She forced a smile and sat as everyone
left.

Collin looked at her, “It’s been a
long day, we are going to go and rest, before you take me out and
sweep me off my feet, again”.

He took her hand and she followed him
out the door.







 CHAPTER 8

He pushed the remote and it beeped and
the lights flashed.

“Did you go car shopping Collin?” she
asked as he opened the door for her, she sat and he climbed in the
driver’s seat.

“Do you like it?” he asked grinning in
amusement.

“Yes it’s nice but…” he
interrupted her and pulled up the console between them.

“Now you can sit next to me,” he
smiled.

“Collin you bought a car so I could
sit next to you?” she asked confused.

His face turned red and completely
changed from the powerful in control man in the suit that commanded
her attention and made her feel like a little girl, to a confused
little boy.

“Yes I did, does that offend
you?”

“No Collin it’s kind of cute, but a
little extravagant,” she said softly.

“The other vehicles needed to be
checked out anyways,” he said and sounded very pouty.

She laughed out loud at him, “You are
so cute. Sometimes you look like you did in your office in such
command and then like you do now.”

A beautiful
distraction she thought and laughed
again.

~

It was one in the afternoon when they
arrived at the Hyatt, Collin pulled the car in front and jumped
out, he grabbed the bag that he had obviously already had packed,
he was a busy boy. She was too exhausted to go there.

He opened the door and took her hand.
He checked in and the blonde behind the counter was clearly being
flirtatious with him as Tessa stood there arms crossed looking like
hell. He looked towards her he was so perfect. His black pants fit
him perfectly, his grey shirt without the tie unbuttoned, how could
this woman not look at him all goo goo eyed. He grabbed her
hand.

“You okay?” he asked flashing that
dazzling smile.

She smiled and shook her
head yes. She turned back towards the woman behind the desk who was
seriously checking him out now. Tessa was getting pissed
off, all the anger she had held back since
yesterday morning could easily be expelled by kicking her
ass she thought.

She looked at him and wrapped her arms
around his waist, “Take me to our room now please,” she said loudly
enough for the woman to hear her and then she kissed him. She
turned towards the woman and raised her eye brow and gave her the
back off look.

Collin who was oblivious to what was
going on before, finally caught on.

“Are we done here?” he asked the woman
in that authoritative sexy voice.

She handed him the room key and he
smiled down at Tessa and pulled her into his side.

“Let’s go upstairs
beautiful,” and he kissed her head and led her to the
elevator.

In the elevator, he stood holding her
hands facing her, he liked seeing her jealous, it wasn’t something
he was used to, and it was kind of hot.

The elevator door opened on the fifth
floor and a couple women who had clearly been drinking got on, they
giggled and looked at him the same way the woman at the desk did
Tessa’s nose flared he laughed out loud. She gave him a dirty look.
They rode the elevator all the way up to the top floor where Tessa
and Collin got off.

“Ladies,” Collin said as he got off
the elevator laughing.

Tessa stepped back in and looked at
him and waved goodbye, he gasped and stuck his foot in the door so
that it wouldn’t close and walked in and grabbed her hand and
pulled her into him and the door closed.

Collin laughed as he took her
hand.

“It’s not funny Collin, does that
happen all the time?” she asked angrily.

“Never noticed”, he said “Nor would I
have had you not looked so damn hot angry,” he laughed
again.

“Seriously Collin, I want to know,”
she demanded.

“To be honest I have never checked
into a hotel with woman next to me,” he said, “So I would not have
noticed.”

“Well how about on dates do women
swoon around you,” she asked scowling.

“Never been on a date Tessa, I told
you I don’t do dates,” he said.

“Oh, well then I have thought of a new
idea for that room in the downstairs of our house,” she
said.

“You going to hold me hostage,” he
looked excited about the idea.

“Maybe I will” she said and turned
away “you can think about that while I call the vet first and check
on Leia.”

He held up his phone and showed her
the message he had received “She is doing great.”

She grabbed the bag and looked through
it trying to find her things, “Collin where is my
phone?”

“Oh sorry Tessa the authorities
confiscated all the electronics, I ordered you a new one, it’ll be
delivered here within the hour. I also bought a new computer; it’ll
be here at the same time,” he smiled.

“Collin that wasn’t necessary,” she
said.

“I wanted to” he said
smiling.

She looked at him and tried not to be
angry, “Ok but you truly didn't have to do that Collin."

"I wanted to just like I wanted to get
you some new clothes to wear today. I want everything cleaned who
the hell knows what she did when she was in your house. I picked
them out myself," he said proudly “See for yourself.”

She looked in the bag, inside were two
pair of Capri pants, one Khaki the other black, two crew tees one
blue the other a light green, a black strapless dress with a black
shawl, running shorts, with matching shirt, and a blue dress. In a
satin baggy were three lace bras. One black, one red, and one
powder blue each had a pair of matching boy short style underwear.
There were two small boxes underneath them. In one was a white silk
extremely short nighty. The other the same but a powder blue
version.

She could feel his eyes watching her.
She looked at him and could tell he was trying to read her, she
finally spoke.

"You like blue hu?"

He smiled “I like blue on
you."

She smiled and
thought I would like me on
you; her smile widened, “thank you Collin,
they are all wonderful and mysteriously they are all the right size
that was very thoughtful of you."

"Yes this is Collin speaking,
seriously? Unbelievable! It has to be now, do these idiots know
that we have made their case. Are you going to be available to be
here Tomas? Fine, this is ludicrous! See you then."

She looked at him and gave him a
forced smile, "When will I see you Collin?"

There was a knock at the door. Collin
answered it, the bellboy brought in several packages. Collin
thanked him and tipped him.

“I think it'll be a couple hours tops
Tessa; I need to sign a few things. I have to be there at five,
half an hour before our date,” he said “I will be a little late but
I will be there, I promise.”

This was all to Pretty
Women like, at a hotel with hot wealthy
man, being showered with gifts; he had bought me under clothes for
crying out loud. Her head spun as she sat
trying to make sense of the past two weeks of her life, it was like
something out of a movie.

Collin called for room service and
Tessa hung the clothes on hangers in the closet. She was tired and
really could just go to bed; she walked into the bedroom area as he
was going through the packages, she lay on the bed and fell
asleep.

He looked around wanting to show her
the new iPhone he got her, she was not in the room, must be in the
bathroom. There was a knock at the door, the bell boy brought in
the food Collin tipped him and went to see if Tessa was in the
bathroom, she wasn’t, he went into the bedroom and she was asleep
curled in a ball.

He connected the iPhone to the
macbook. He downloaded the necessary software and set up an iTunes
account he downloaded a bunch of music. He set up an email and put
Pandora on for her. He lie next to her and took a picture of them
as she slept and set it as wallpaper. He took a picture of him and
added his contact information.

What am I doing he laughed
at himself I am acting like a fool.

Collin added the vet’s contact
information.

He let her sleep and he went in and
showered. He got out and wrapped a towel around his waist and
brushed his teeth. He walked out drying his hair. She was awake and
sitting up in the bed.

“Good afternoon beautiful girl,” he
said as he walked in and kissed her head. “Give me a second and I
will be right back.”

Damn he smelled so good, and left
little to the imagination in that white towel. She watched him from
behind as he walked out, his feet were large and strong looking
leading to his muscular calves and thick thighs. His ass was a
perfect bubble that leads to his waist that was in perfect
proportion with his body. You could see every muscle in his back,
each step was beautiful. She smiled and hugged her knees, she
needed that nap, and she was getting very cranky.

How could she be that way
to him, how could anyone ever want to be nasty to him.

He returned in jeans that sat on his
hips and food. He looked more delicious in the towel than that food
in his hands. He sat at the head of the bed and pulled her up to
sit against his chest. He fed her artichoke hearts and pieces of
chicken. They moved onto strawberries and grapes.

“Tessa how are you really?” he asked
as he set the plate on the bedside stand.

“Right now Collin I am happy, I feel
rested and nourished and safe in your arms.” she spoke
softly.

“You say right now, Tessa, what does
that mean?” he asked.

“It’s been a crazy couple days” she
admitted, “My emotions have certainly been on high alert, and I am
sad, two weeks from now I will be saying goodbye to someone who
makes my heart and head do flips each time I see you.”

“I am really sorry things have been
such a mess Tessa, I love you. Things will be okay, I hope you can
believe that, things will be ok,” he held her tight.

Tomas was at the door.

“Damn,” Collin said,
“Tessa I think it’s time we get you ready to go to
church.”

Collin got up and answered the door,
“Come on in Tomas we will be ready in a bit, Tessa I have to leave
in a few minutes, I need to show you a few things,” he grabbed her
hand and lead her to the bathroom, “everything you need is
here.”

He pointed to the counter and led her
into the living room, “Computer is set up, your phone is set up,
old number transferred, your family should be able to contact you
now, I put the facebook app on but you’ll have to enter your
username and password. I also have an iPad over there,” he said she
was annoyed, “I needed a new one anyway, don’t be cross with me. I
saw you hung up the clothes; there are bags and shoes in the same
closet. I have to go, call if you need anything.”

Collin pulled a black tee shirt off of
the hanger in the other side of the closet. He grabbed her by the
waist and pulled her into him.

”I am very excited for our date, even
if it includes one hundred and fifty kids,” he kissed her gently “I
love you Tessa, I will see you soon, let Tomas know if you need
anything.”

He walked out the door as always,
leaving her wanting more.

Tessa dressed and brushed her teeth.
She walked to the closet to check out what he had picked out for
her, a coach messenger style bag, a Vera Bradley quilted mail bag,
a vintage Louie clutch, unbelievable, the shoes he had handpicked
for her were not her comfy berks or old Navy flip flops, there was
a pair of black strappy heals, a pair of metallic silver sandals, a
pair of brown sandals, a pair of linen wedges, and a pair of
running shoes. She dressed in the khaki Capri’s and blue shirt, she
grabbed the brown sandals and the coach messenger.

The phone rang and it was a beautiful
instrumental piece, she picked up the new phone and his smiling
face looked at her.

”Hello Collin,” she said.

“Hey Beautiful, I forgot to tell you
that off of the lobby there is a spa, you have an hour to kill, run
down there and get a massage or manicure, whatever you want, they
are expecting you in 5 minutes, got to go, I love you
Tessa.”

“Collin I love you as well however
this is all overwhelming,” she began.

“All the more reason to head
downstairs, see you soon.” he hung up.

Tomas stood in the doorway and opened
it.

“Ma’am” he said as he pointed to the
door, she didn’t have it in her to argue so she did as she was
told.

She walked past the front desk and
smiled at the lady who had been ogling Collin when they checked in.
The women at the spa met her at the door and swept her into the
back, a private room where three of them were at her disposal. They
worked fast, she had a manicure and pedicure at the same time, and
they were finished in fifteen minutes. She decided to have her
eyebrows cleaned up a bit and knowing he would be getting the bill
decided on having them wax her bikini area, they must have been
confused because she was pretty sure that was the most thorough
bikini wax she had ever received, all in 15 minutes. They finished
with a thirty minute massage and mini facial. She felt like a
million bucks!

Thank you Collin
she thought, again it
was a beautiful distraction, all except
for the unexpected visit to a South American
country, and she thought and
laughed.

She got dressed and was swept into the
Lexis by Tomas and arrived at the church on time.

She walked in and was greeted by
Pastor Lou, “How are you Tessa? I am so glad to see you’re ok, what
an awful experience for you.”

“I am just sorry the kids had to miss
out on a day here,” She said.

“Better safe than sorry” he said and
winked, “Let’s give them a great time tonight.”

She sang and danced with the little
people, she loved their energy, their innocence and their
enthusiasm.

She sat and talked and dissected songs
with the older kids. She enjoyed herself so much and was secretly
thrilled that the normal musical director couldn’t do it. She was
excited to see them stand in front of their parents to show them
the music and dances they have learned in the four well three
nights they where there. All of the kids were there tonight and it
was almost seven thirty when she realized Collin still wasn’t
there. Her last group of kids went down with their leaders and she
grabbed her gifted bag to get her gifted phone to see if she could
get a hold of Collin who she was sure was a gift from
God.

She had three messages from
Collin

-hey beautiful I will be there at seven

-you look stunning dancing and singing with
those children

-when you get a minute come to the window,
I’m the man in the apron

“What are you doing” she
asked leaning out the window.

“Lou here thought I would be just the
man to grill two hundred hot dogs,” he said with a
smile.

“I am done in here can I come out and
help?” she asked smiling at Lou.

“We would love that” Lou
said.

She ran outside and helped them load
the warmers lined up on the picnic tables. They set out rolls and
condiments, bags of chips and lemonade.

“Thank you both for the help now go
wash your hands and get into the sanctuary, the kids are ready to
show us what they have learned, and maybe we will all learn
something today,” Lou said with a smile.

They walked in together and went into
the bathrooms and washed their hands. When Tessa walked out of the
bathroom Collin was waiting, she smiled at him and was whisked away
by several little people, she looked back hopelessly at him and he
smiled. She was brought to the front by the
preschoolers.

The program started with some students
reciting memory verses, it was awesome to see them focus and learn
something that they would carry with them forever. Next up was the
mission story; a school in Haiti would reap the benefits of all
offerings collected this week. Next up was music, and the little
guys and girls watched the big screen as they danced, and they were
not alone Tessa was pulled up on stage by the children and she
laughed and danced and sang. He thought she looked beautiful. They
sang three songs and sat, three sat on her lap and several other’s
hung off her arms.

Pastor Lou took the stage, “I would
love to thank our amazing group of volunteers for donating their
time this week to help you each take a step on your walk closer to
God, let’s give them a hand.”

All the kids clapped and
yelled.

“I want to thank the parents for
bringing all of these beautiful children here; you have given them
a gift by doing this. I have some wonderful news to share with you.
We have a man here tonight who wishes to remain anonymous. He would
love you all to have the opportunity to attend a week of winter
camp in February or a week next summer. All you need to do is fill
out the application for whichever week you choose, your
registration here this week at EBS is proof that you are eligible,
it’s a gift please accept it.”

Tessa looked behind her and saw him
looking down, she knew it was him. She stood and ducked out of the
swarm of children and went to the back and sat with
Collin.

“I wanted to share a slide show from
the past 15 years of VBS, kids we have some pretty fantastic
pictures of you all towards the end so pay close attention you may
see yourself”.

Pastor Lou came and stood behind them
as the slide show started.

The pictures started passing slowly
and Tessa saw a couple of her from her summer with Aunt Ann, she
was ten years old, she laughed. She saw the boy who interested her
so much that year, she thought he was the cutest boy she had ever
seen, he looked sad and she wanted to make him happy, to bring him
happiness.

The next picture was a photo of a
little girl with a blue ribbon tied in her hair kissing a little
boy with wavy brown hair on the cheek, the audience said “awe”, and
Tessa leaned towards Collin and Collin towards Tessa and at the
same time they smiled and said, “That was me.”

Pastor Lou stood behind them and
squeezed their shoulders, “He works in mysterious ways, if he
intends for it to be, it will be, and sometimes the things worth
having are worth waiting for.”

He walked away and they sat staring in
each other’s eyes, no expression on either one of their
faces.

The slide show stopped and they still
sat looking at each other as Pastor Lou invited the children and
their families for hot dogs to celebrate a wonderful week. The
sanctuary emptied and they still sat staring at one
another.

Pastor Lou brought a small photo album
into the sanctuary and handed it to Tessa, “This is a thank you
gift for all your help this week, Collin, thank you for your very
generous donation today, what a blessing it will be to all of these
children.”

Tessa turned to Pastor Lou and thanked
him and gave him a hug. He left the sanctuary.

Collin stood up and hugged Tessa,
“Unbelievable, it was you.”

Tessa hugged him back “I love you
Collin Abraham, I think I always have.”

They walked out into the yard hand in
hand; Collin grabbed Tessa a hotdog and one for himself. He led her
over to the tree in the back of the yard and they sat on the
ground. She couldn’t stop smiling and neither could he. They
finished their hot dogs. She moved closer to him so that they could
look through the book together. She opened the book and the first
page was a picture of her smiling with her hand in the air, the
next was him sitting next to Pastor Lou both playing the guitar in
front of the group as she sat with her hands under her chin
grinning and he was looking in her direction with a half smile on
his face. The next was a picture of them swinging on the swing set
next to one another; the next page was her handing him her snack.
Next was a picture of him staring up at her smiling as she sang her
solo at the week end program. The last was the picture that was on
the screen, her kissing his cheek.

“Tessa,” he finally spoke, “I am
pretty sure this is the best date, well the best day I have ever
had.”

She laughed and smiled looking at his
eyes.

She bent over and kissed him on the
check.”I think for me as well”

Several little people came over to hug
her and say their goodbyes. She smiled at him and stood as they led
her to meet their parents. He watched her as she shook hands and
smiled at all the people she met. She was incredibly beautiful, her
smile was genuine, and the way she made everyone around her feel
love was incredible. He stood in appreciation of her.

Everyone had left and Tessa looked
around to see where he was, she saw him shaking hands with Pastor
Lou. He turned and walked towards her. His hair moved in the wind,
he ran his fingers through it and continued to walk her way. Never
in a million years would she have imagined that little boy she met
all those years ago, the first boy she ever kissed, would be
standing in the same church yard walking towards her.

“Let’s get out of here,” he said as he
flashed her his gorgeous smile.

She let him lead her to the Lexis; she
would follow him anywhere, without a doubt. He opened the door for
her and she got in.

“Alright,” he said as he grabbed her
hand and kissed it, “let’s go back to the hotel”.

Her stomach did a flip and all of the
sudden she felt like she was seventeen again, she was going back to
the hotel with him, and she grinned and suddenly felt
flush.

They pulled in front of
the hotel and he jumped out and opened her door, he took her hand
and helped her out. The valet took the car. They walked into the
hotel and walked to the elevator. They stepped in and were followed
by three women. They stood in the back against the wall, holding
hands. She noticed the women turning around and checking him out,
she was so annoyed, do they not notice me
standing here?

He looked up and obviously noticed how
she was bothered by this. He grabbed her and pulled her into him
and wrapped his arms around her. He kissed the the back of her head
and pulled her hair gently towards him and her head turned up and
he kissed her, he bit her lip and she opened her mouth and his
tongue entered. The elevator stopped and he pulled his lips away
from hers, they women stepped out and the door shut. Collin turned
her around and kissed her, she was lost in the moment when the door
opened they were on their floor. He took her hand and walked to the
door. She watched as he slid the key through the lock.

They walked in and he took her bag and
set in on the table, hers eyes were wide and nervous and his eyes
never left hers. He pulled her into him and kissed her head down
her cheek and to her hot waiting lips. She grabbed his hair and
kissed him, he pulled her tighter and she felt his excitement
growing, he picked her up and she heard her phone ring.

She let out a disappointing groan and
pulled away from him. He let her down and she took a deep breath as
she grabbed her phone from her bag.

“Hello, Hey Jade” she said as she
looked at him.

He was bending down pushing on his
knees and flared his nose as he shook his head.

“Nope I am not busy what’s up” she
said grinning at him, “What? When? It’s too early Jade, how many
centimeters. Alright tell her to try to relax, and cross her damn
legs, it’ll take me seven hours to get there but I will be there, I
think if she’s only three centimeters I will be there on time. No
they will let her go 24 hours after her water has broke before they
take the baby, Jade you’re going to have to suck it up, pull on
your big girl panties and get in there, girl you’ve had three kids
you can handle it, the longer I am on the phone the longer it’s
going to take for me to get ready and get out of here, I will. See
you soon.”

She hung up and turned around; he was
on the phone and packing her bag. He hung up and shook his
head.

“I can’t believe your leaving me now,”
he said in a sad voice, she looked like she was about to cry, he
hugged her.

“I am just teasing you it
seems appropriate given the current situation.”

He said and looked down, “I know you
need to be there. I have called and booked you on a flight, the
earliest direct flight leaves in two hours; it is only an hour
flight. A car will be at the airport to pick you up and take you
wherever you need to go, the closest I could get you would have
been Ithaca but it would have gotten you there two hours after the
flight into Syracuse and it had a connecting flight I hope that’s
alright,” he said as he winked at her.

“I can’t Collin I need to get my dog,”
she said.

“The vet says he thinks she will be
ready to travel soon but not today, she needs to be weaned off the
drugs, we will figure it out, you just worry about getting there
for Phoebe,” he said in a very authoritive voice. “I have ordered a
light meal it should be here soon.”

“You are absolutely amazing Collin
Abraham” she said as she threw her arms around him and hugged
him.

“I need to take a shower, it’s going
to be a long night,” she said as she smiled at him.

He raised his eyebrow and shook his
head, “GO!”

She got into the shower
and began washing her body, as she washed her woman area she
remembered the grooming she had done this morning and realized how
extremely sensitive she was there, probably a good thing she was called away
tonight, she was sure it would have been a
bit tender had anything went on, she smirked. Well maybe that would
have been a good thing. She grabbed a small towel and wrapped her
hair in it. She wrapped up in the thick robe and walked out into
the living room area.

Collin was waiting for her, he handed
her a bag of clothes he had ran down and bought at the hotels
boutique.

“These should be more comfortable for
traveling,” he smirked and asked “Did you have fun at the
spa?”

Her face turned red and she softly
said “Yes thank you.”

Collin smiled, “I am glad”.

She opened the bag and saw a pair of
black linen pants a white tee and a black jacket. In a smaller bag
there was a cotton white bra, a cotton nude bra, and a cotton pink
bra and four pair of thigh high cotton briefs. She looked at him
and he had a smug look on his face, she laughed.

“They’re okay
right?”

“Yes Collin they are fine, thank you
again,” she laughed.

“Just making sure” he said.

There was a knock at the door and it
was room service, he took the cart and tipped the bell boy as she
went in and changed in the bedroom. When she came out of the room
he looked at her and shook his head.

“How is it you can even
make that outfit look amazing?”

She turned red. It amazed her that he
said such things, she never thought of herself that way unless
someone was trying to get her in bed.

“I know I have to go but I really feel
like, well, I don’t want to leave you, I don’t want you to look at
someone else the way you look at me. I don’t want to go to bed
tonight without you in my arms. I am afraid when I leave you’ll
find someone, you know the without strings kind of girl, and
release all that pent up frustration on, I feel like a child” she
said looking down “ But I don’t want to be without you.”

“Tessa I am not going anywhere, I told
you I love you and I mean it. I cannot however lie to you and say
that I won’t find another girl to help me remove my stress with,”
he said smiling.

Her eyes widened and she grew angry,
“Oh I see, I get it, you love the idea of me but this is a chase
that your enjoying a great deal, and I am so angry with you I want
to leave, Collin I want to leave now. Just like him, how did I let
myself feel like this, again.”

She stood and started going towards
the door, he grabbed her arm.

He pulled her on his lap and said “I
love you Tessa, the girl I plan to spend time with is Leia, and I
am hoping she will be one hundred percent so that she and I can go
running together.”

“Do you like to make me crazy Collin
because I am not okay with that,” she snapped and tried to
stand.

“Crazy is hot on you,” he kissed her
neck and let her go, “The vet is weaning her off the meds as we
speak. I am going to take you to the airport and go straight there
to be with her, she is doing great, no trace of toxins in her
system. I will hang out with her until you’re done at
home.

She smiled “You make me crazy
Collin.”

His face became serious for a moment
and his eyebrows creased and he took a deep breath and stood
up.

“I am not your ex Tessa but you do
need to know who I am. I have packed this carry on with some
things, I want you to take the iPad, and I will email you a file I
want you to read. It’s all about me, the things you don’t know, and
the things I need you to know. You can read it on your flight. Some
of it is information from me others are from outside sources. I
would prefer you not share it with anyone else, it’s very personal
information. I want you to really read it, ask whatever questions
you need to ask. After that if you want to run I wouldn’t blame
you, and I won’t stop you.”

She looked at Collin, “Ok, but if this
is going to cause you pain or upset you I don’t need to read it
Collin.”

“I need you to,” he voice was barely a
whisper.

“Alright if that’s what you want,” she
hugged him.

“It’s time to leave; you’ve got a
flight to catch and a baby to help deliver Miss Ross” he kissed her
head.

He grabbed her bag and flung it over
his shoulder, and took her hand and they left their
room.

~

The car was waiting for them and the
valet handed him the keys, he opened the door for Tessa and she got
in. He put the bag in the back and sat in the driver’s seat. She
put the console up and scooted next to him and took his hand. He
reached over and buckled her seat belt. She melted into his
shoulder. She wished he could come with her but was relieved that
Leia would have him there when she woke up. She kissed his neck and
he smiled down at her as they pulled into the parking
garage.

He got out and grabbed her bag, and
she met him at the back of the car.

“I wanted to open the door for you
Tessa,” he said scolding her.

She kissed his pouty lips and said
“Next time.”

They checked her in and her flight was
on time, she went through security with her bag. He stood watching
her, arms crossed in front of him, she saw him reach in his pocket
and he pulled out his phone and called her. She smiled and
answered.

“Hello beautiful,” he said, “I forgot
to tell you to fly safe.”

“I will, you drive safe Collin, I Love
you,” she said.

“I love you Tessa call me when you
land,” he instructed.

Her flight was called and she turned
to walk away, she glanced over her shoulder and he still stood
watching her. She smiled and walked towards her gate.

She sat in first class.
She pulled out the iPad and went to check her email. The only email
address was an account he had created, tessaa1234@yahoo.com. She
clicked it, the password was saved, she would have to ask him for
it when she talked to him again. She opened the email subject
titled confidential. She saved it to a file and deleted the email;
she wanted to protect his privacy from hackers. After it downloaded
she turned off the WI-FI as her plane began to taxi down the
runway.

Tessa,

This is organized in order from early years
until now. Please take notes of any questions you may have and I
will reply as promptly as I can.

All my Love,

Collin






She read what looked like a scanned
school record, lots of documentation about fights starting in grade
2 through 5. He had been suspended for breaking a peers nose in
grade 5. Grades 6 through 7 had no documented incidents. Grades
8-11 he had done amazing all grades were 97 and up and it looked
like he doubled up in grade 10. Grade 12 was all AP
classes.

Ok she thought he was a scrappy little
guy until he was like 12, after that he did great, except the blank
in grades 6-7. He had attended school at Cape Code since he was in
second grade, wow and no one could see what he was dealing with at
home?

The next scan document was from the
police. She read what was a four page report, through the tears
falling down her face.

Collin was arrested at twelve years
old for murdering his mother’s boyfriend. In the statement received
from his mother she indicated that it was because her son was
jealous of her boyfriend. That Collin had come home after being out
with friends and her boyfriend told him it was time for bed and he
grabbed a knife and stabbed him four times in the chest. The man
was taken to the hospital and died two days later in Province town
Medical center. He was taken into custody that night and sent to a
juvenile detention center near Boston.

Another statement taken from Pastor
Lou stated that Collin had attended a youth service that same night
and that he had stayed after and had dinner with his siblings and
Lou’s family. That he left at nine PM and that Pastor Lou had
walked them to their home.

A neighbors stated that they had heard
arguing at about the same time the kids returned home and that the
mother walked out on the porch drinking and smoking while they
heard the boy telling the man to keep his hands off his sister and
heard glass breaking and kids screaming.

Collin refused to make a statement and
went to trial and was convicted of manslaughter. He spent a year in
the youth facility and was released on good behavior.

Collins note.

Tessa,

We can talk about this but I can assure you
it was self defense. I chose not to testify after making a deal
with my mother. If she ensured me that she would not let anyone
harm my brother and sister I would not tell the authorities that
she was allowing men to harm us for her own personal gain. Pastor
Lou and his wife watched out for them and for me. Lou brought my
siblings to visit me once a month and they assured me that she was
keeping up on her end of the agreement. I ask that you call Pastor
Lou he will confirm what I have told you.

I also want you to know I understand if you
have reservations, I would if I were you. This is some pretty dark
stuff.

Collin

Of course she believed him how could
she not? What he had gone through as a child was horrific,
Catherine was a monster.

The next document was another police
report Collin was arrested again at 17 for aggravated assault.
Again it was another boyfriend of his mothers. This was after the
death of his sister. He was pulled off of this man by the Police.
The man was taken to the hospital and Collin to jail. The man
recovered after being in ICU for over a month.

Tessa,

After this incident I was told that although
my prior arrest was sealed, I was going to jail. Again our friend
Pastor Lou intervened and begged the court for mercy. I was given
the choice to either join the military or go to jail. I chose the
military.

This is a lot to process and I have put it
all behind me until now. I need you to know. I am sorry if this
changes how you feel about me Tessa, but I promised you full
disclosure, and I am a man of my word.

All my Love,

Collin






His military record was spotless, he
received his medical degree while enlisted, and he became a highly
decorated officer. He did two tours in Iraq, and received an
honorable discharge.

She took several deep breathes as she
continued to try to process what he had been through. He had no
childhood, the person who was suppose to teach him right from wrong
and show him love was a monster, and look at him now, what a
miracle it is that he is even alive, sane and sober, let alone what
he has accomplished in life. She loved him now more than ever
before. He was a gift from God and he loved her.

The stewardess announced that they
were approaching their destination and to please fasten their seat
belts and place their seats in an upright position. She took a deep
breath and looked out the window and saw the city lights, she
couldn’t wait to call him.

The plane landed safely and Tessa
grabbed her bag, she walked out of the terminal and saw a black car
waiting for her, she got in and immediately phoned
Collin.

“Tessa,” he answered “how was your
flight?”

“It was very emotional,” she answered
quietly.

There was silence for a few moments as
she tried to hold back her tears.

“Are you still there?” he
asked.

“Yes of course I am,” she said
clearing her voice, “Nothing has changed Collin, nothing at all, I
think I love you even more now than an hour ago.”

“Thank God,” he said, “Thank you
Tessa, there is more I need to tell you but that’s the absolute
worst I promise. Can we hold the questions for when we are face to
face or do you need to ask me something now?”

“I can wait till I see you, nothing
has changed do you understand?” she asked.

“Yes I do now,” he let out a
breath.

They didn’t speak for a few
moments.

“So on a happy note guess
who is here at my place with me acting as crazy as
ever?”

“Leia?” she yelled “Is she ok Collin
you can tell me the truth please.”

“She is great, we are actually getting
ready for bed,” he said.

“Lucky girl,” Tessa said.”I miss you
already”

“The feeling is mutual Tessa, but if
you need anything just say the word,” he promised.

“I Need You” she breathed and he knew
she meant it.

“I need you too,” he
replied.

They were quiet for a
moment.

“How far are you from the hospital?”
he asked.

“About ten minutes, it’s actually in
Syracuse, thank God you didn’t fly me to Ithaca, and by the way was
first class really necessary?” she asked.

“For you Tessa yes it is,” he thought
for a moment, “Hey why don’t you give me a call when you get there,
I have a few things to do before, bed.”

“Alright I will, I love you Collin,”
she said.

“I love you,” he said and hung
up.

He looked at Leia who sat in the
passenger seat and whined he laughed and pet her, “I am not lying I
am surprising her.”







 CHAPTER
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When Tessa walked into labor and
delivery she heard Phoebe scream “I want it out!”

She walked past the waiting room and
saw it full of all the guys. “Hey everyone how is she
doing?”

Becca, Joshua, and Ryan all laughed
and jumped up to hug her. Luke sat in a chair his arms crossed
staring at her.

“When did you get in we weren’t
expecting you for four more hours,” Becca said sounding extremely
excited.

“I flew into Hancock, I came straight
here, I couldn’t miss this,” she told her.

“No damn it I don’t want drugs,” they
heard Phoebe yell.

“Hey did you all hear that,” she
laughed.

Just then Jessie walked into the
waiting room and walked right past Tessa, she didn’t even see her,
and walked to Luke and sat on his lap.

“I am sorry I am late, I
have had an awful day.”

Tessa smiled softly, she looked at
Luke he put his arm half around her.

”It’ll be okay baby you’re tried,”
Luke looked uncomfortably at Tessa.

“Well” she said as she clapped her
hands together, and Jessie jumped a mile, “Looks like my girl needs
me in there, see you all soon.”

She stopped at the nurses’ station and
talked to her old co workers.

“Hey ladies, can anyone
get me a pair of scrubs, I am here to help make your night a little
bit easier.”

They all were excited to see her and
she was swooped into the break room and given some
scrubs.

“How are you doing,” they all asked,
she knew from their tone that they knew about Jessie and Luke, “I
am fine, I truly am.”

Her phone rang and it was Collin, it
dropped out of her bag and they all looked down and saw his picture
light up the screen, she smiled and answered.

“Hey I am here, nope I am going to get
changed and go in and surprise her now, I will, thanks so much
Collin, I love you too, Talk to you soon.”

She hung up the phone and looked at
her friends who were all starring at her.

“Right now I need to get changed, I
promise to fill you all in soon,” she smiled and went in to
change.

“Phoebe just four more hours and she
will be here,” Jade said trying to calm her.

“Or how about now?” Tessa asked as she
walked into the room.

The people in the waiting room could
hear all the laughter coming from the room just two doors down,
they all smiled, knowing Phoebe was going to be much
calmer.

She was seven centimeters dilated and
100% effaced, she was in extreme pain and had finally after four
hours asked for something to help with the pain. Tessa told her she
was making the right choice that she needed to be able to relax.
She was still refusing the epidural but the pain meds they gave her
let her sleep for about an hour.

Tessa walked into the waiting room and
she told them Phoebe was doing alright, and had been a trooper she
is resting now. She knew they wouldn’t leave until she had the
baby, but told them it would be a good time to go grab something to
eat. Luke and Jessie were the first to leave.

Tessa went back into the room and told
Alex to go stretch his legs and get something to eat, Jade was
asleep in the chair beside Phoebe.

It was eight o’clock Friday morning
and Phoebe had just had a second dose of pain meds. She was nine
centimeters but now resting, Tessa walked out into the hall and
closed her eyes and stretched her back, she rubbed her eyes
squatted down and leaned against the wall to rest.

Luke and Jessie were standing in the
entry when Tessa’s Jeep pulled in the parking garage. Collin got
out and walked up to the doors, he didn’t even look at the people
standing outside. He went to the information desk and got
directions to the labor and delivery floor. He rode the elevator to
the third floor and stepped off following the signs. He looked at
his watch it was 8:05. He went to the desk and the nurses all
swooned over him, he asked for Tessa and they pointed to her. He
walked over and squatted down in front of her and took her sleeping
face in his hands.

“Good morning beautiful”
he said.

She looked up and smiled “Collin you
came?”

“You said you needed me,” he
smiled.

She wrapped her arms around his neck
and they stood up, and held each other for a long time. She finally
opened her eyes and looked towards the nurses’ station; they all
stood looking at her smiling. She winked at them.

He kissed her forehead, “everything’s
going to be alright.”

They held hands and started walking
towards the waiting room.

“God help me,” she heard Phoebe cry
out.

She looked at Collin and saw Luke and
Jessie getting off the elevator, and shook her head. Collin
followed the direction of her eyes and saw Jessie and what he knew
must be Luke.

“I hate to leave you right now,” Tessa
said.

He grabbed her face and kissed her, “I
am a big boy I will be fine, go help Phoebe and your
brother.”

Tessa walked into the room and looked
at Phoebe, who was now fully dilated and looked ready to
push.

“You ready to meet that
baby,” she said as she smiled at her friend.

Jade looked terrified, Tessa smiled at
her, “If you want to leave you can.”

Jade stood and looked
relieved.

“Collin is here, he might enjoy seeing
a familiar face,” she said as she nodded to the door.

Jade walked out and he stood leaned
against the wall next to the waiting room, “Hey there neighbor how
are you doing?”

“Hello Jade, how is everything going
in there?” he asked with a smile.

They walked in the waiting room
together.

“Becca you remember Collin, Tessa’s
neighbor at the Cape?” she asked with a smile, “Oh and Jessie, you
met him too.”

“Hello Collin,” Becca said, “Nice to
see you again, this is my husband Joshua.”

“Nice to see you as well, pleasure to
meet you Joshua,” Collin extended his hand to shake his.

“Collin,” Jade laughed, “This is my
husband Ryan.”

“Hello Ryan,” Collin
smiled.

They shook his hand.

“And this is Luke,” Jade
smiled.

“Hey,” Luke said looking him up and
down.

Collin sat in the chair closest to the
door and Jade went over and sat on Ryan’s lap. He hugged her and
kissed her cheek tenderly.

“How are you doing Jade,” he asked
with true concern in his eyes, “You tired?”

“I am scared for life” she said and
they all laughed, “Glad Tessa is here and I don’t have to be in
there now, Phoebe is a trooper, no epidural for her, she is ready
to have that baby now. It shouldn’t be long.”

Collin looked around the room, Luke
was glaring at him. He held eye contact with him until Luke looked
away.

“Would anyone like some coffee, or
tea?” Collin asked, many of them said they would.

Luke looked at Jade and she smirked at
him. Joshua broke the silence.

“He seems like a nice guy.
Coming all this way to see Tessa, must be a great
neighbor.”

Becca and Jade smiled knowingly at one
another, and in unison said “Yes that was nice of him.”

“So is she banging him now?” Luke
asked pissed off.

Collin walked in and put the tray on
the table in the waiting room “No, not yet.”

He winked at Jade and turned grabbing
a tea for Tessa and walked towards the nurses’ station.

He smiled, “Would one of you see that
Miss Ross gets this?”

Collin stood in the hallway, not
wanting to return to the waiting room, he wanted to punch that
asshole in the face, it made him angry hearing him talk about Tessa
like that. Infuriated him to think he had ever put his hands on
her, he wondered how many others had touched her, and he leaned
against the wall and squatted down. He could hear Tessa
talking.

~

Phoebe was crowning, she was exhausted
and in an extreme amount of pain, she would no longer hold her
knees up.

Alex was terrified.

“You’re doing great,” Tessa told
him.

“I feel useless, there isn’t a damn
thing I can do to make this better for her,” Alex wanted
desperately to make this easier for her,

“She did exactly what you needed her
to Alex, now she is tired, and it’s time for you to step in, she
needs to bare down and is too exhausted to hold herself up. So
right now you are going to help her sit up, and she isn’t going to
like it, then you’re going to climb in bed behind her and put her
between your legs and act like a chair holding her up” Tessa
instructed.”Then you’re going to kiss her head and rub her back,
and when she calls you an asshole Alex you’re going to calmly say I
know.”

Alex removed his shoes and climbed in
bed behind Phoebe.

“What the hell are you doing Alex?
Seriously isn’t this what got us her in the first place!” she
yelled.

“Phoebes, doggy style?” Tessa
asked.

Phoebe smiled and shook her
head.

“We’re going to have a boy today,”
Tessa smiled.

“How do you know,” she yelled through
the contraction.

Tessa took the opportunity to quietly
instruct Alex, “Grab behind her knees and gently pull them towards
her.”

“Damn it Alex that hurts,” Phoebe
yelled, and he kissed her head.

Tessa checked to see if the doctor was
stretching her so she wouldn’t tear, Dr. Brown looked at her and
shook her head.

“I know what I’m doing Tessa,
concentrate on keeping her head together, I can handle this,” she
laughed.

“Phoebe, do you want to know why I
think it’s a boy?”

Phoebe shook her head yes as she
leaned back into Alex.

“The sperm that causes the baby to be
male are like sprinters, they run fast for a short amount of time.
The female sperm take their time, they check things out, and you
know kind of hanging out with their friends and enjoying
themselves, they can go much further, they have endurance,” she
said “so if you where doggy style when this little one was
conceived the chances are great for a boy, deeper penetration you
know, especially if it was a Friday night when Alex here had been
in the fields all week after classes holding them guys back for a
few days.”

Phoebe laughed through her pain. She
was contracting.

“Could you do me a favor and push
really hard now, like you’re going number two, I need to see if I’m
right,” Tessa smiled at her friend, “Alex when she starts pushing
you pull her legs up got it.”

Tessa kissed Phoebe and said “Let’s
get this done.”

Phoebe pushed and the baby’s head was
almost all the way out.

“Ouch damn it I can’t do this”, she
cried.

Tessa grabbed a mirror and faced it so
Phoebe could see.

“Look Pheeb’s you can see the baby’s
head, one more push like that and your baby will be out and in your
arms in no time,” Tessa smiled.

Phoebe pushed and screamed as Alex
held her legs.

Dr. Brown smiled, “Alex you want to
climb down here and do the honors?”

“Phoebe, it’s a boy, it’s a boy, I
have a nephew!” she said as she kissed her and tears fell down her
face.

Alex cut the cord and the nurses
cleaned him off and swaddled him and handed him to Phoebe. She
cried, Tessa hugged them both. He was six weeks early but his APGAR
scores where perfect. He was 7 pounds and 19 inches long. He had a
lot of hair and it was blonde, he cried when they gave him his
first immunizations and so did Phoebe. His O2 levels were great and
they were not concerned about his lung functions, he was a healthy
beautiful baby boy.

Tessa wanted to give them some privacy
and knew that she still had deliver the placenta, she kissed
Phoebe.

“You did great and he is
healthy and perfect, I am going to give you and your family some
time alone, Alex you better go let the crew know, but hurry back,
your family needs you,” Tessa sat and watched as Phoebe looked at
her precious baby boy.

“Now Tessa, this is true love,” she
whispered as she kissed her new born baby’s head.

~

“They all can’t wait to meet little
Remington” Alex smiled as he returned and kissed Phoebe.

“Really Alex, you want to name him
after a gun?” she asked.

“I think it’s a good strong name
Phoebe please?” he pleaded.

“Alright” she said, “Remington it
is.”

“It’s beautiful Phoebe,” Tessa said
with a smile.

Tessa walked into the hallway and saw
Collin standing against the wall. He had on a pair of loose fitting
khakis; his black long sleeved shirt fit him perfectly. She smiled
at him, and remembered she was in light green scrubs, and tugged at
the shirt suddenly self conscious.

“Hey beautiful, how is the little
guy?” he asked.

She smiled and hugged him, “Walk down
here with me I am sure they are all anxious to hear all about him
as well.”

They walked into the waiting room hand
in hand; he smiled as he looked down at her,

“Well you all would be happy to know
that she has agreed to Remington.” They all hooted howled, “He is 7
pounds and 22 inches long. He has a lot of hair and it very blonde,
even though he is early his lung functions and APGAR scores are
great. He won’t be moved to Upstate, oh and she did it without
drugs, some of you should take note of that.”

“You going to introduce your friend
Tess,” Luke asked angrily.

“Well I figured that had already been
done, sorry how rude of me. Collin Abraham, this is Ryan, and Josh,
they have been friends of mind since kindergarten, and you have met
Jade and Becca, and this is Luke and oh that’s right you met Jessie
as well,” she smirked.

“Nice to meet you all, again,” he
smiled, and without thinking bent down and kissed Tessa on the
head.

“Why don’t you two get a fucking
room,” Luke stood and puffed up his chest.

“Why don’t you sit down there killer,”
Collin said raising his eyebrow.

“He’s right” Becca said, “This is
neither the time nor place for you to act like a jack
ass.”

Her husband’s mouth dropped and they
all stared at her.

“It’s a donkey, not a
curse word,” Becca said rationalizing her outburst.

Tessa laughed, “Becca Becca. We are
all human, I am sure it’ll be forgiven.”

They all laughed. Tessa went to see if
Phoebe was ready for company, she was.

Tess walked back into the waiting
room, “Alright two at a time go ahead and meet that little precious
gift.”

Jade and Ryan went first.

“Did he already see him?” Luke asked
Tessa nodding to Collin.

“No Luke he hasn’t, but he will soon,
Remington is my nephew,” Tessa answered in a calm tone, “Hey Luke
this is for Alex ad Phoebe okay?”

“I am going in FIRST! First,” Luke
repeated and looked at Collin.

Collin’s eyes flashed red and she
could see that he wanted to go after Luke. His nostrils flared as
he looked towards Tessa. She looked exhausted and torn.

“Can you and I take a walk until they
have all met Remington, because today is about him, and not the
order people go in,” Collin stood and took her hand and kissed it
as they walked out.

She walked towards the nurse’s station
and brought him back to the break room.

“I’m sorry about that, he has issues,”
Tessa said with a weak smile.

She sat on the old orange tweed chair,
he leaned down and picked her up, and was sitting down with her
cradled in his arms when one of the nurses walked in.

She blushed, “Oh please excuse
me,”

“Rosie come in, we are just going to
wait in here until everyone else has gone in, when you go out would
you please let Jade know I am in here?” Tessa asked.

Rosie grabbed the supplies she needed
and walked out of the room with a smile on her face. Tessa stood up
and grabbed the hospital issued tooth brush and toothpaste out of
the cupboard and brushed her teeth in the sink, Collin asked if he
could use it and she handed it to him. He brushed his teeth and
then grabbed her and pulled her down hard on his lap. He kissed her
gently and pulled her into him. He kissed her again but this time
harder, her head spun, she was exhausted and very excited to see
him and could kiss him forever.

“What’s going on in here” Jade called
as she and Ryan walked through the door. “You hiding on big bad
Luke?”

“Not hiding just putting a hold on
teaching him when it’s appropriate and when it’s not to try pushing
buttons,” Collin said through his now clenched jaw.

“He’s just figuring out what he lost
you know,” Ryan said to Collin, “Don’t let him get to you
man.”

Jade smiled as he spoke. Collin could
see how much she adored him. Regardless of how crude she could be
they were in love and he could tell.

Collin shook his head in agreement and
smiled at him.

When they had all met the baby Tessa
and Collin went in, “Hey guys I wanted Collin to meet Remington.
Collin this is Remington.”

“Hello Phoebe,” Collin said, “Tessa
said that you where one brave woman, congratulations. Hello Alex
nice to see you again” They shook his hand. “And you must be
Remington, welcome to the world little man, you have a very strong
name.”

Tessa knew this would make Alex happy.
They chatted for a bit and decided they would be back on Sunday to
visit either here or at their house.

Phoebe wanted a picture of Tessa,
Collin and Remington, “Absolutely, can you take one with my phone
too?”

They walked out to the Jeep and there
was a note on the windshield addressed to Tessa on the hospital’s
letterhead, she grabbed it and read it aloud.

Tessa,

You really are pissing me off! Which I am
sure, is exactly why you brought that dick here. You need to grow
up and get over it. I have moved on maybe you should do the same,
when you are ready. I know you’re not over me yet because you’re
trying to rub my nose in shit, meaning that douchbag.

You may want to keep him away, I am not
fucking joking.

He left it unsigned.

She looked at Collin and wished she
had not read it out loud. His eyes were narrowed and jaw set, his
nose flared.

She hugged him. “Sorry I shouldn’t
have read that.”

“I would have insisted,” he
growled.

She let go of him and stood back and
crossed her arms and laughed.

“It’s not funny Tessa,” he
said through his teeth.

She wrapped her arms around his neck
and jumped up wrapping her legs around him.

“You’re kind of hot when you’re mad,”
she teased and she kissed him.

A car drove by and honked, Luke hung
out the window and yelled, “Don’t start being a whore now
Tessa!”

Collin pulled away from Tessa and
flung open the passenger door and firmly sat her in the seat, he
reached over and buckled her in. He got in and started the Jeep and
threw it into drive, she was scared.

“Ignore it Collin he’s
being stupid!” she yelled.

He drove quickly through the garage
Luke was two cars ahead of them paying the parking attendant. He
was tapping his finger on the steering wheel rapidly. She could see
the anger in his eyes.

“Collin please, just let it
go.”

“He is not going to talk to you like
that, you’re not his anymore,” he hissed.

She threw the Jeep in park and pulled
the keys out.

“What are you doing?” he
demanded.

“Collin he is trying to push your
buttons, and you’re letting him, I don’t care what he says or does,
I have dealt with enough of him, and you are scarring me, please
stop,” she pleaded.

“Tessa give me the keys,” he said
glaring at her.

She handed them to him, he pulled up
and waited for the car ahead to pay.

Thank God they were taking
forever.

“Collin I fell in love with you
because you are nothing like him, I fell in love with you Collin
because you made me feel like I mattered, and that you wanted me to
be alright. Right now I am not seeing that and I am terrified and
you don’t seem to even know I am here, so you do whatever it is you
need to do, wake me up when we get to my parent’s
place.”

He drove fast and didn’t look at her
or even hold her hand like he always did before. Tears rolled down
her face and she fell asleep.

Tessa felt him unbuckle her seat
buckle and kiss her head. She opened her eyes and noticed that they
were on a side road about half a mile from the farm. She looked at
him confused. He grabbed her hand and pulled her from the Jeep. He
lifted her up and sat her on the hood of the car.

“Tessa I need you to understand a few
things. Please don’t interrupt. That ass has been in my shit all
day, I have sucked it up and the final straw was when he stressed
go first, I am sick knowing he has touched what I want, that he had
you for five years, I am disgusted that he feels he can determine
when you should move on,” he ran his fingers through his hair, “I
am going crazy thinking he knows you better and that maybe he knows
you’re not ready, I am ready to fuck him up having heard him call
you a whore, especially remembering you tell me you liked being a
whore in the bedroom. I am ready to blow Tessa, and then you lay
that shit on me in the car, what are you trying to do to
me?”

Collin was angry but she could see him
searching for answers.

“This is new for me, I
told you I don’t do relationships and this feeling in my gut and
anger in my head, is exactly why. Do you understand what I am
saying Tessa?” her eyes where wide and scared, and tears started to
flow from them.

“Damn it Tessa,” he yelled and she
jumped in fear.

Tessa glared at him, as he walked away
and yelled behind him, “I know my way, I’ll walk.”

Tessa jumped down and got in her Jeep
and pealed out, leaving a large rubber streak down the road and
dust in his face.

She walked into the house and was
greeted by a very happy tail wagging crazy dog.

“Well hello girl, you look great,” she
hugged her and grabbed her leash.

No one was home and she was relieved.
She took Leia and walked down through the corn field. The corn was
brown and almost ready to be picked. She was sure her father must
be combining beans today; it was that time of the year. They got to
the edge of the woods and she made her way down the trail to the
falls. She let Leia off the leash and let her play in the water.
She sat down and took a deep breath and cried. This wasn’t going to
end well and she knew it. She knew it was too soon and that he was
far from ready. She sat and cried for a long time and Leia was
tired she hoped that she had not overdone it with her. She decided
to let her rest before hiking back up the hill. She leaned against
a tree and fell asleep.

She woke to Leia barking. She was
startled and felt out of sorts as she stood up to see what she was
barking at. She saw him standing next to a tree and Leia was
bounding up to him. He patted her head and walked to
Tessa.

“Your brother told me he thought you
might be down here,” he said trying to look her in the
eyes.

“Oh,” She replied.

“I was worried about you, you’ve been
gone for two hours,” he said trying to hide his
annoyance.

She started walking up the trail and
he and Leia followed. They walked to the field him falling behind
her knowing she was angry and he felt insecure. They walked to the
driveway leading to the house.

“Tessa, would you say
something please,” he asked

“I’m tired” she responded and
continued walking.

They walked in the house silently, no
one was home.

”Make yourself at home” she said.”I
need a shower”

She took a long hot shower and grabbed
her robe off the hook, she walked out of the bathroom and he stood
up, eyes wide waiting for her to say something,
anything.

”There are towels in the bathroom, if
you want to shower, I am going upstairs to take a nap.” she walked
up the stairs and grabbed a pair of shorts and a tank top and threw
them on and lay in her double bed and fell asleep.

He took a shower and changed his
clothes. He walked up the stairs and looked in the rooms until he
found Tessa. She was fast asleep covered with a quilt, he didn’t
wait for an invitation, and he climbed in and wrapped his arms
around her and fell asleep next to the woman he loved.

When he woke she wasn’t there and it
was almost dark. He got up and walked down the stairs, her mother
was in the kitchen.

“Well hello Collin,” she said, “If
you’re looking for Tessa she is out helping her father dry the
beans, if you walk out and hang a right in the driveway you won’t
be able to miss it.

“Thank you,” he said
quietly.

He walked out and saw her
high atop the dryer. He didn’t like her up that high. She had on
some very short cut off jean shorts and a tight thermal shirt; she
also wore a straw hat and black rubber boots that went almost to
her knees. Again he was shocked at how hot she looked,
down boy he thought to
himself, she’s understandably pissed at
you and her dad’s standing right there. He
walked up to her father and shook his hand. There was no use in
trying to make conversation, he could tell by her Dad’s face that
he knew she was angry at him and it was so loud it wouldn’t have
mattered a bit.

She was coming down the ladder and he
watched her carefully as he stood at the bottom afraid she may
fall. She smacked her dusty leather gloves together and turned and
saw him standing there, his hands buried deep in his pockets,
shoulders slumped looking at her like a little puppy dog who had
been scolded for chewing up a shoe. She smiled with a piece of
straw in her mouth, and kicked at the dirt a bit, he slowly took a
step closer to her and she looked up, finally making eye
contact.

He took her hands and mouthed; “I’m
sorry.”

John watched as she took his arms and
wrapped them around her and hugged him. Collin smelled her hair and
kissed the top of her head. He turned aware her father was standing
there and tipped his head to him. Her father smiled and turned off
the dryer.

“Supper should be ready in a few” he
said as he walked away.

“Tessa I am sorry, I was an ass, I am
not angry at you, you did nothing wrong, it was me” Collin said to
her as she looked at the ground. “Tessa will you please say
something?”

“Do you love me Collin?” she asked and
her eyes where very serious.

“Yes, Tessa I do, why?” he asked, “I
just wanted to know, I accept your apology. Now let’s go eat
supper” she took his hand and walked towards the house.

He was confused but happy she had
forgiven him.

Supper was great; they had corn,
potatoes, and steak. He watched her the entire time and everyone
was aware of it. He knew they were staring but he didn’t care. All
he cared about was whether or not she and he were okay.

After dinner she offered to clear the
table, he helped her. Her parents went out on the deck and waited
for the other kids to come over. She washed and he dried, neither
saying a word. She was relaxed and happy.

When they finished, he looked at her,
“Tessa can we take a walk?”

“My siblings will be here soon, I
would like to see them,” she said softly as she smiled up at him,
“and I need a shower.”

“I promise it won’t take long Tessa,
please,” he asked.

“Alright, after I shower,” she walked
into the bathroom and took a shower.

He walked outside and sat with her
parents.

“It’s beautiful here,” he spoke “So
peaceful.”

“It is when you’re not staring at it
all thinking of what has to be done,” John laughed.

“But when you think deeper and realize
what your hard work does, you get a feeling that can’t be
replicated and a smile in your heart. We feed more people with this
food than are in our community. There’s a lot of satisfaction in
that,” Maggie smiled.

Tessa came to the door, “You ready
Collin?”

He stood up immediately.

They walked across the main road and
down a dirt road. He took her hand and she let him.

“Tessa I know I was an ass and you
must have a lot to say to me, so please say something.”

“You scared me today.”

He frowned as he listened to
her.

“I didn’t understand if you love me
why you just didn’t let it go like I asked. I am very sure of my
feelings for you; I just wish you’d not scare me Collin. I talked
to my dad today, and he said something about men and marking their
territory, that Luke feels because he was here first he felt that
he could call the shots, and that because of that you felt angry
and well anyways, I am sorry you were not my first physical love
Collin,” she took his hand and placed it on her head, “but here
actually knowing that you care, and here,” she placed her hand on
her heart, “has never been touched by anyone as deeply, even though
at the time I thought that Luke and I loved each other, it wasn’t
love in the true sense, we were kids, you have me here Collin and
if you think about it and let go a bit you may realize you had me
here 10 years ago, way before Luke and I hope for right now that’s
enough to put you at ease,” she smiled.

He took several deep
breaths managing to stop him from crying, I don’t cry!

“Now if for some reason that doesn’t
work and you’d like to piss on my leg to mark your territory, I
guess I could allow that. Definitely won’t be a first though,” She
laughed trying to lighten the mood, and he hugged her.

“Please don’t be mad at me for talking
to my dad, I never listened to them before, had I listened I would
have stayed at my Aunt Ann’s for a couple more week’s instead of
watching their marriage fall apart, and probably spent a lot more
time with you at the church,” Tessa reached for his hand, “I love
you Collin.”

“I love you.” he said and at that
moment he knew he could never be without her.

They walked back hand in hand both
looking much happier as they walked onto the back deck.

Her whole family was there and so was
Jade and Ryan.

“Where have you two been?” Jade
smirked and raising her eyebrows suggestively.

“Just went for a walk, I have to go
inside for a minute, I’ll be right back,” Tessa excused herself and
he sat down with her family.

“So Collin we know so little about
you, tell us about your family,” Maggie smiled.

Jade handed him a drink.
He took a deep breath and took a drink; well this will save her from going through it.

Tessa walked out as he began, “Collin
you don’t have to do this.”

Tessa shot an angry glance at all of
them.

“It’s okay, and this way you won’t
have to,” he smiled “it’s ok Tessa but thank you.”

He pulled her into is lap and wrapped
his arms around her and kissed her head. He finished his beer and
Jade handed him another.

He told them everything, from not
knowing his father, to his mother’s addiction to the neglect he
endured. His problems and home spilling into school and a wakeup
call.

“Okay Collin,” she said tears flowing
down her cheeks, “You don’t have to, as long as I love you they
will too; you don’t have to go on.”

He gently wiped her tears, “I’m ok.
Are you okay with this?”

“I just don’t want you to have to keep
going through this,” she said.

He smiled as he told them about his
first kiss and the kind beautiful little girl with the blue
ribbon.

Her sisters, mother, and Jade’s eyes
were red when he talked about the murder, he didn’t give too much
detail, just that he made a deal with her and that Pastor Lou
watched out for his siblings.

He told them about the death of his
brother that he believed was his mother and not drugs and moved to
his sister’s murder.

He told them about his education and
military time.

And then in detail told them what had
happened last week. They looked horrified; Tessa knew she would
hear about that later.

And he finished by telling them about
the last night of EBS, and the realization that the little girl in
the blue ribbon was Tessa.

Thank God that was what
their focus was on, the awe moment.

Tessa went and grabbed the album
Pastor Lou had given her and they passed it around this was a
distraction from the horror story they had just heard. No one acted
any different, except they all hugged him including her
father.

“You have overcome the
impossible son, I am honored to know you,” John smiled.

They sat around the fire and Jade came
over and whispered in her ear “You sure you’re okay Tessa, that’s a
lot to deal with.”

“Jade I am fine, we will analyze him
in great detail later,” she said.

They hugged and Jade and Ryan
left.

The rest of them started to trickle
out and she yawned.

“I am ready for bed,” she announced to
her parents.

“Collin can have your brother’s room
tonight I already put fresh sheets and a blanket on it.” Maggie
smiled.

“Do you want to show him where it is
or can I” she asked sarcastically.

“Go ahead dear I will be up to tuck
YOU in soon,” her mother replied.

She took him upstairs and showed him
the room. “Sorry it’s not what you’re used to.”

“It’s perfect” he said as he took her
in his arms and kissed her.

“I don’t know how I am going to sleep
tonight without you in my arms,” she said. “But I don’t think the
warden would go for it.”

They both laughed loudly.

“I will be up in a minute Tessa,
goodnight Collin,” Maggie yelled up.

“Where is she,” he asked
grinning.

“Everywhere” Tessa said with a scared
look on her face. “Do you need anything before bed? She’ll probably
deadbolt us in here tonight.”

He looked so happy and childlike and
she realized he had probably completely by passed the silly teenage
crush thing but then again she pretty much did too.

Tessa smiled,”Goodnight Collin
Abraham, I will see YOU in the morning”.

She walked into her room as her mother
was coming up the stairs.

“Tessa I am not kidding about this,
not under my roof, not while I am living in this house, you will
not have sex with anyone do you understand me?” Maggie told her
sternly.

“Mom seriously, could you keep your
voice down he is in the room 5 feet from here, he can hear
everything your saying,” Tessa pleaded.

“Well good that way I won’t have to
repeat myself,” Maggie said a bit louder.

Tessa heard her dad giggle from
downstairs.

“Even Dad can hear you,”
Tessa continued pleading.

“That’s right and he is downstairs,
you’ll do well to remember that young lady and you too Collin,” she
said.

“Yes Ma’am,” Collin
chuckled.

“Honest to God Mom,” she
started.

“I couldn’t keep you from making
mistakes back then but I will now” she said, “Both of you, got
it?”

“Yes Ma’am,” they said in unison, and
he giggled like a little boy which made her laugh.

Her mom kissed her head and went
across the hall.

“Collin I am asking you,” Maggie
started,

“Good Lord Dad would you stop her,”
Tessa whined.

“Nope sorry Tessa, had we not screwed
up back then you wouldn’t have made the mistakes you had and gone
through the heartache, sorry I am with her on this”, John
said.

“As I was saying I don’t know what
happened at the Cape house but I don’t want any nonsense in here
understand me?” she said.

“Ma’am I can promise you that, and I
can also tell you your daughter and I have not had sex,” Collin
said.

“Collin, really, she doesn’t need to
know about my sex life or in this case, lack thereof”.

Her mother looked at him and whispered
“Really?”

Collin whispered back, “I swear
ma’am.”

Maggie hugged him tightly and kissed
his cheek.

“Well alright then, goodnight you
two,” she said shutting the door.

There was three loud beeps.

“MOM” Tessa yelled, “FOR
REAL”

“Yes dear, for real” she
replied.

Tessa laughed and shook her head. Her
Mom was right, had they not been a mess and stayed a strong family,
she probably would not have given Luke the time of day.

She stood up and grabbed her phone
from her bag,

She texted Collin,

FYI there are seriously
alarms on the door, the kind that chime like a stores door when you
open them….

XOXO

Tessa

~

Collin laughed

Thanks for the heads
up…she is a treat Tessa

Put your phone on vibrate
she might hear it

XOXOXOXOX

~

Collin

Is there white board’s
still above the beds?

XXXXXOOOOO

TESSA

~

Yes why?

CURIOUS Collin

~

We use to hold the magnets
opposite against the door and it would disarm the alarm we had
enough time to reach out and turn it off.

VERY NAUGHTY

Tessa

~

I think I would like to
meet very naughty Tessa

Still CURIOUS
Collin

~

Then you shall….when
they’re asleep I will message you….

Naughty Tessa
Out,

For now……………….

~

She heard the TV turn off,
and her parents went to bed.

Naughty Tessa
calling

CURIOUS Collin

~

I am here.

XOXOXO

Collin

~

You okay, or is being
locked in there annoying? Please tell me the truth; we can leave
anytime you want.

I Love You,

Tessa

~

I am great, honestly.
Today was highly emotional but freeing, all because of
you

Love you more,

Collin

~

Ok so my parent’s room is
honestly at the very bottom of the stairs. This house is over a
hundred years old (as if I have to point that out). And I want to
see you!!!!!

I NEED TO SEE
YOU!!!!

I am going to try the
magnet trick…wish me luck: O

Not possible… (In regards
to your closing)...

.Tessa

~

Oh Tessa you’re going to
get us in trouble……but if you must I don’t want to stop
you

Um yes it is quite
possible………

Collin

~

He was sitting on the bed
checking his email when she started the texting, trying to go over
some of the documents for the upcoming trial. He was more than
happy to play this little game instead.

OK I DID IT, NOW TRY
YOURS!!!!

WAITING

TESSA!

~

Collin popped his door without issue
and opened it smiling.

She grabbed a pillow and
flopped down just inside her doorway her hands under her chin
looking up at him grinning. Wow she looks
great he thought. He smiled back at
her.

Aren’t you going to get in your PJ’S- she texted.

Are you – he
replied

Sure – she
texted.

She raised her eyebrow and stood
up

I want your shirt…as far
as I know she hasn’t installed motion sensors.

She grinned at him and pushed
send.

He slowly unbuttoned his shirt and she was
smiling as she watched him. He threw it over to her.

She caught it and smelled it and
smiled.

He texted her back.

now I want
yours

and pushed send,

She looked down and shook her head
no.

He replied…

now!!!!!

She blew him a kiss and shut the
door.

His phone vibrated

what kind of girl do you
think I am?!?!?! Goodnight… see you tomorrow.

He replied.

I can’t wait!












 CHAPTER 10

Tessa woke up and opened the door and
she hit the chime to trick her Mom and turned his on. She went down
and showered.

Tessa came out of the
shower.

“You just missed him Tessa, he went to
help your dad with hay in the barn next door,” Maggie
smiled.

“Good morning Mom,” Tessa kissed
her.

Tessa ran upstairs and made her bed
and got dressed.

When she came down her mom was sitting
at the table.

“Tessa could we talk for a minute,”
Maggie said patting the chair next to her.

“Honey are you okay? I didn’t want to
say too much in front of Collin, the poor dear, but I really am
disturbed about this whole thing, why didn’t you call
honey?”

“It was really crazy Mom, I planned to
tell you, but the police had my phone, Collin got a replacement and
then Jade called and well, I’m home now and I have to say honest to
God there’s no place like it,” Tessa hugged her Mom.

“Are you sure you don’t want to talk
to someone about this, to process it?” Maggie asked.

“Mom thank you, but Jade was here last
night, I think it will be well processed after she gets a hold of
me,” she rolled her eyes.

“Ok Tessa but I want you to talk to me
Tessa if you need anything,” Maggie pressed.

“I will Mom,” Tessa smiled.”I’m going
next door now.”

Tessa walked out the door and got in
the old farm truck and drove through the back to the hay barn. She
stood out of the top and watched them throw hay. He was in a tee
soaked with sweat, he had a white hat on backwards and a few rips
in his jeans that sat just the way she liked them.

She jumped out and he saw her, someone
threw a hay bale and he was staring at her and missed it, it hit
him and he ignored it and starred at her as she walked. She wore a
pair of tight bootlegged jeans and a red plaid shirt tied in the
front, she had on shades and her hair was pulled through a navy
baseball cap. She grabbed a piece of hay and stuck it in her mouth
as she walked up to him exaggerating the natural shake in her hips.
She walked right passed him and grinned.

“Where do you want me dad?” she
asked.

“You’re seriously going to do hay,”
Jake laughed.

“I was pushing hay bales when you were
still in diapers,” Tessa smiled.

“You and he unload,” her father said,
and road a bale up to the mow.

“Think you can keep up?” she said
smiling as she bent over right in front of him and grabbed a
bale.

“I sure would like to try”, he smiled
slowly looking her up and down.

She climbed to the top of the
wagon.

“You better watch me, to
make sure you don’t catch a bale in the head” she said as she
pushed bale after bale down to him.

“That I will, you can count on it,” he
said and grabbed the first bale and loaded it.

“Did my daddy teach you how to do that
right Abraham?” she asked.

“No ma’am but I think I can catch on,”
he said as he loaded the bales as fast as he could.

The elevator stopped and she jumped
down from the pile of bales and off the wagon and unplugged it. She
climbed up the elevator and pulled the bale that was stuck and
threw it on the ground.

“Sorry daddy,” she yelled
up.

She plugged it back in and he offered
her a hand while she climbed back up.

He pulled her into him and smiled,
“Feisty little thing.”

She pulled back, and smacked him on
the ass, “You better pace yourself boy, wouldn’t want you petering
out on us”.

She threw another bale down and he
loaded each as he watched her move.

After the load was finished the guys
came down from the mow covered in sweat. Tessa’s dad hopped on the
tractor to pull the wagon away, he called Maggie.

“Hey hold on lunch, Tessa
seems to have a point to prove to the new guy we have five more
wagons, if we keep this up we may not have to do hay
tomorrow.”

“Tessa baby when did you get home,”
Frank smiled.

“Yesterday, how are you doing
Frankie?” she asked.

“Much better now,” he
smirked.

“Hey Tessa,” Mark said “how’s it going
since the breakup, you know I’m still single right.”

“Shocking Mark I will keep that in
mind,” Tessa rolled her eyes.

Jim jumped down and scooped her up and
swung her around, “Tessa look at you, damn you look
fine.”

“Jimmy thanks, did you ever think I
wouldn’t,” she said and winked.

She looked up at Collin and smiled, he
was not smiling.

“Hey guys this is Collin,” she said
and grabbed his hand.

She looked up at him and still didn’t
smile or look at her, he nodded his head and jumped down in front
of them, and walked over to the water jug, and drank down a glass
and then another.

He stood back and pouted, they all
knew he was annoyed. They walked over to grab water,

“Hey Tessa” Jimmy said” The fall
festival starts tonight, how about we make a little
wager?”

“What did you have in mind?” she asked
as she untied the front of her shirt and let the hay chaff fall
out.

“Holy shit,” Frankie
coughed.

She looked up and they were all
staring at her.

“Seriously!” she said as she slapped
him on the back of his head “It itches you adolescent jack
wagon.”

They all laughed.

“There she is the girl we grew up
with, not the lap dog she was with Luke,” Mark said
laughing.

She threw hay at him, “Shut up you
little weenie”.

“About that wager,” Jimmy
asked.

“Let’s hear it” she said.

“You and YOUR FRIEND, take the mow,
you can have your Dad too, if we can unload all five wagons and you
don’t fall behind or say uncle you win,” he said
smiling.

“What’s at stake?” she
asked.

“You got to dance all night with us
tonight at the fall festival and do a shot an hour,” he smiled and
winked.

“If we win, you help my Dad every
weekend until hay is done, you also help dry corn any free time you
have free of charge?” she said.

“Sure,” he said and smiled.

“Deal,” she said and shook his
hand.

“You been in a mow yet Collin,” she
asked in a very serious tone.

“No Tessa, but if those punks can keep
up so can I,” he said.

“We better,” she said “Or we are going
out tonight. Let’s get this done,” she said as she kissed his
sweaty neck.

“Hey Ken,” Frankie called after him,
“Get your hands of my girls ass.”

“Keep walking hot stuff,” she said
“Keep walking.”

Her dad climbed up in the
mow.

“Tessa what the hell is going on? What
bet did you make? There are five of them on the wagon and three of
us up here. Have you lost your mind?”

“Nope we are working on free help for
the rest of corn and hay season,” Tessa was very serious. “I am
going to start the unloading you two stack.”

They started and it was one right
after the other, she knew it would be, she threw them back as fast
as she could. She did not get behind and Collin stacked three to
one with her dad. They sat down and waved taking turns on the wagon
and taunting Tessa. She did not fall behind. Collin was impressed
and a bit turned on she had stamina beyond his
imagination.

After the third load she phoned her
Mom.

“Hey call dad’s cell and
pretend a pipe broke, he looks tired and I want him out of the mow,
it’s my fault I made a stupid bet. Thanks Mom.”

She bent down and breathed, Collin had
gone down and grabbed water.

“Tessa you going to be able to keep
up?” he asked concerned, as he stroked her face.

“Are you?” she asked and
smiled.

“Absolutely, you just throw as far as
you can, I can handle it.” Collin said.

“Do we get a third up here, till Dad
get’s back,” Tessa yelled down.

“You given up baby”, Frankie yelled
up.

“I can come up there and give you a
hand or two,” Mark said laughing.

“Shut up assholes” they heard Jake
yelled from the tractor.

“What’s going on,” Ryan yelled as he
jumped up off the tractor.

“Nothing bud,” Jimmy said
laughing.

The elevator started up and they went
to work.

“One down two to go,” she said
smiling.

“Tessa, just say the word and I will
go down and finish this now,” Collin said as his nose flared and
eyes narrowed.

She grabbed her phone and sent a text
message. She smiled at Collin and shoved the phone in her
bra.

On the next load she started to slow
down and he noticed. He stepped up his pace and they
finished.

Jake came up with water and looked at
them.

“Tessa are you out of your mind?” he
said as he handed them water, he was angry.

“Let it go Jake,” she spoke taking
deep breathes. “We got this.”

They drank water and breathed heavily,
he looked like he wanted to kick her ass. She smiled at him
apologetically, as they heard the elevator start.

Her dad climbed up the ladder and took
over unloading. Tessa helped stack and Collin was a complete
animal, she was smiling the entire time.

The bales started coming slower and
slower. Tessa laughed out loud.

“Back up’s here,” she said.

Collin looked confused and she saw
John laugh. He caught up and looked down, there was Jade in tight
pants with a halter top and pig tails, talking to the boys. She
bent over several times to pick up cups and threw them in the back
of a truck. She fanned her face as if she was hot and poured the
cup down her white halter, she bit her lip and giggled. Tessa
pushed Collin down and told him to sit. She could do the rest
herself. With only a couple dozen bales to go Jade looked up and
blew Tessa a kiss, she walked away and got in her car and drove
off. Tessa looked down at the boys and yelled.

“Skirts off girls let’s get this done,
some of us have plans.”

They finished and her Dad, walked down
the ladder. Tessa jumped in Collin’s arms and he fell over, she
pulled his shirt over his head and took it off him, she kissed his
sweaty neck and was making her way down his stomach and she stopped
at his belly button, his eyes were closed and she blew on his belly
making a loud sound. She laughed and stood up, she pulled him to
his feet.

“Not bad for a new guy,”
she laughed and slide down the elevator he climbed down the ladder
and met her at the bottom.

“So Dad these girls are yours for the
rest of the summer, don’t take it easy on them,” Tessa said as she
and Collin walked hand in hand to the truck.

~

They drove to the house and jumped out
and ran in.

“Mom can you pack lunch up we are
going to go to the pond,” she dropped her pants and ran through the
house.

Collin looked shocked, Maggie smiled,
“Sorry about that I will grab you a towel, no chaff in the house
you’re going to have to drop them too.”

Maggie returned with a towel and he
wrapped it around himself and removed his pants, “Leave them there;
I will take care of them.”

Collin walked up the stairs and looked
in Tessa’s room. She was standing there in a bra and underwear,
ones he had bought her. He stood smiling wrapped in a towel and she
was bending over to pull on some pants. She looked in the hall and
ran to the door and kicked it shut. He laughed and walked in and
changed.

She met him downstairs, she was
brushing her teeth and he was going into the bathroom to do the
same. He picked her up and sat her on the long counter and grabbed
his tooth brush and started brushing. She started making goofy
faces at him and he laughed. Her mother walked in the large
bathroom with a basket of dirty clothes and saw them making faces.
Maggie laughed as she set the basket down and walked out. They came
into the kitchen and she told them to sit and drink some
water.

“Tessa I am not sure if your fond of
Collin here or trying to kill him, that was an awful lot of work
you two did today, but you’re going to drink a couple glasses of
water before you go anywhere, understand me?” she scolded her
gently.

“As long as you get to packing us
lunch we will drink,” Tessa smiled.

They drank enough to satisfy Maggie
and walked outside with a picnic basket and set it in the back of
the truck, she grabbed her phone to text Jade.

Thanks for the backup
sister I owe you one…Tessa

She pushed send.

Her phone chimed.

You do …meet us at the
festival tonight, sing …just one song for me
PLEASE!!!...Jade

Tessa read it aloud. She looked at
Collin and gave him puppy dog eyes.

“If that’s what you want to do I will”
he said with a smile.

They drove down the long driveway that
ran along a corn field. On the other side were blackberry bushes.
They pulled up in front of the pond and sat for a minute. It was
beautiful and private, just the two of them. He held her hand and
kissed it. He got out of the truck and opened up the driver’s door
and helped her out. She grabbed a blanket off of the back of the
seat and he grabbed the basket. She laid out the blanket and he sat
the basket on it. Collin reached in and turned on the radio and sat
against the tire on the blanket. He pulled her down to sit between
his legs. She grabbed the chicken salad sandwiches and handed him
half of one. They sat quietly and fed each other until everything
was gone.

The breeze was welcoming to their hot
exhausted bodies; they had finally relaxed and enjoyed looking at
the pond.

“This is one of my favorite places,”
she said.

“I can see why, its peaceful and
private, a great place to go and think,” he said.”By the way do you
want to tell me about those boys at the hay barn?”

“Oh they are just my brother’s
friends. They are harmless,” she said.

She could feel his body’s tension
behind her.

“Tessa that wasn’t
harmless, they looked at you and talked to you like you were a part
of their adolescent wet dreams, I didn’t like it at all, I was
actually a little pissed at you for carrying on with
them.”

“I am sure I was,” she said
laughing.

“Not funny Tessa and if I wasn’t
exhausted you’d be in deep shit,” he said and she knew he meant
it.

“I Love you,” she said and his body
began to relax.

“I love you more Tessa,” he said
quietly

He felt her body completely relax and
knew she was asleep. He wrapped his arms around her kissed her
head, leaned his head back against the truck tire and fell asleep
too.

They heard horns blaring and they woke
up, she sat up and stretched she looked at him and he smiled. He
seemed a bit guarded, and she felt bad for that.

They pulled up behind them and piled
out of the truck, all in shorts and shirtless. He looked down and
she could see the anger in his eyes.

She climbed on his lap and straddled
him.

“Okay so I am not sure what to do to
make this better so I am going to start by asking, does it bother
you that I am sitting on you like this in front of the boys? Does
it make you feel better because they see that I am into you? Or
does it make you angry?”

“Tessa I don’t know, right now I want
to go smash their heads together and you’re holding me down, which
don’t get me wrong I like it but damn my head is spinning. Why do
you have these kinds of relationships with men?” Collin
asked.

“I don’t know what that means,” she
said confused “What do you mean?”

“Why do you like that type of
attention? Why is it alright for them to talk to you like that?” he
asked.

“It’s just silly joking, I don’t know,
its fun” she said and was confused.

What the hell does that
mean she thought, I don’t know why its okay? I don’t know why it’s fun to tease
and act sexual, or angry or tough or anything, she was mad at him and she didn’t know why. She stood up
and looked at him.

“I am ready to go home” she said and
picked up the basket and set it in the truck,

Collin grabbed the blanket and got in
the passenger side. They left.

“I don’t know what’s going on with you
right now, and I certainly don’t enjoy the emotional overload but
maybe you should search and find the answer to that question, and
while you’re at it maybe you should ask yourself why you called
your friend to come put on a little show for them,” Collin snapped
at her.

She was angry, “Just shut up, stop
talking to me.”

They pulled into the driveway and she
skid to a stop. She jumped out and ran into the house up the stairs
and into her room and laid in bed.

He followed her up, “Tessa I was not
trying to fight but I am asking you to think about it, I need to
know, I love you and you have said you love me, this should be
easy.”

“Love isn’t easy Collin, it sucks,
it’s a job and when you’re the only person putting forth any
effort, love is lonely at times, right now I need a few minutes so
you can march out of this room and feel the lonely part of love,
GO!” she yelled.

Collin went in his room and grabbed
his shower bag and went downstairs and took a long shower. He
dressed and wondered what the hell had happened. He was jealous,
and pissed because she allowed, no encouraged others to treat her
that way.

He walked upstairs as she was coming
down the stairs, she brushed past him and avoided eye contact with
him and showered and was excited to be seeing Jade soon, and she
understood her unlike Collin. She showered and dressed. She went
upstairs to fix her hair and makeup, when she was finished she went
out on the deck where he was sitting with her brother.

“Hey how are you?” she asked Jake,
“Are you going to the harvest festival tonight?”

“Yep, Collin is going to chill with us
and we will bring him to meet you, is that alright?” Jake
asked.

“Actually that’s pretty perfect,” she
said.

She grabbed her phone and texted Jade
to come get her when she could she was ready to get
drunk!

Jade texted back

-be there in fifteen

“Tessa can we talk for a minute?” he
asked.

“Sure Collin,” she said
coldly.

They walked towards the field quietly
neither saying a word.

“I don’t know what happened today, I
really don’t, was it me being a jealous ass or you. It doesn’t
matter because love is supposed to be patient and kind right?” she
shook her head yes, “Well I am going to work on that because I do
love you, I love you very much.”

She hugged him but was still very
angry.

“You to Collin” she said.

Jade pulled in as Collin and Tessa
walked back to the deck. She told them all she would see them
there. She ran and jumped into the SUV and looked at
Jade.

“Get me out of here.”

Collin looked at Jake and he ran his
fingers through his hair and breathed deep. They could see that
there were issues, his father came out and joined them.

“Where did Tessa go?” John
asked.

“With Jade to the festival, we are
going to meet them there” Jake said.

“What’s going on with you Collin, you
alright?” he asked.

“Yes sir” he said, “I have something
to ask you. Sir I am in love with your daughter and would like your
permission to ask her to be my wife”

“You sure you’re ready for that? Tessa
has been through some hard times. You sure she is ready for that?”
John asked.

“Dad, damn this man just asked you to
Marry Tessa and you’re trying to change his mind?” Jake said. “You
have my permission Collin; I think my father is losing
it.”

“I watch a boy bring your sister to
her knees, made her question who the hell she was for years, I
watched her hurt and suffer and pull away from this family hiding
that pain. I am not saying it was all Luke’s fault, your mother and
I screwed up too but I see Tessa again, and it makes me happy.
Collin if you can be the man she needs and not try to pull her away
from this family or change who she is, you have my permission,”
John said.

Collin shook his hand and thanked him
and he was relieved that was over.

Her father went inside to tell his
wife.

“Well Collin,” Jake said, “when did
you decide you wanted to pop the question to my sister?”

“About a week ago, there was something
about her, and then at the church I knew, I love your sister, but
right now I am angry at her, I didn’t like how today went down with
the hay help,” Collins eyes narrowed.

“Dude they are harmless, we told you
about them at the Cape, we lit into them when you guys left, they
are just worried about her that’s all,” Jake said and saw the
question in his eye’s. “They grew up watching a strong brave girl
turn into a girl in need of a man, or boy should I say, who made
her his bitch, for lack of better words, she would have done
anything for him, and she had always been so strong, independent,
and confident.”

“I know it’s hard but Tessa changed
for him, and now we are getting her back. We all missed her,” Jake
said. “And if you aren’t going to share her with us, it’ll be a
fight, we will fight for her.”

“Tessa seems happy when she is around
her family, she has so much love inside her, and I would never want
to take her away from that,” he said.

“Than be patient man” Jake said. “When
do you plan to propose?”

“I was planning on doing it tomorrow,”
Collin said, “But now I am not sure.”

“You do what you feel is right” Jake
said, “We will give you all the support in the world, just don’t
fuck her up:”

“You do know that she is going to be a
pile when you see her don’t you? That look in her eyes she was
ready to teach someone something,” Jake laughed.

~

Jade knew something was wrong when
Tessa got in the car, “What’s up girly?”

“I am so pissed at him I could spit,
he was so mad at me for the way the boys at the hay barn acted, and
because he said I basically pimped you out!” she yelled, “HE wants
me to think about why I need that kind of attention.”

“Well you did kind of pimp me out,”
Jade said laughing. “Do you know Tessa? Why we act like that? It’s
positive attention, it feels good to have people to want you, good
lord, look what you lived, what we all lived as kids without
guidance, we let hormone raging boys raise us, we are very
needy.”

She saw Tessa scowl “You knew better,
you got out of it, but right now you want this man, and you don’t
know any other way than the sexual ways to get him, and your
fighting old demons, and then throw his stuff in it no wonder it’s
a mess.”

“I just don’t want to lose him Jade, I
love him,” she confessed.

“Then do it right Tessa, with your
heart, no making him jealous, no teasing, just do it right," she
said and squeezed her hand.

“Jade I want that more than anything
but I am scared he is going to get sick of me, or the minute I put
out he is going to lose interest,” she said.

“Tessa I don’t think that’s what it’s
about for him, you know it’s not if it were that easy we wouldn’t
be having this conversation, you are in love and for once you have
one who wants to love you the right way too and it seems only you,
don’t push him away.”

Tessa leaned against the window and
looked out, “Thanks Jade.”

They drove into town through the
winding tree lined gully and Tessa thought about what she should do
about making things better between Collin and her. She loved him
and knew that he was better at relationships than she was which was
totally ironic since he hadn’t been in one, ever. She thought about
how that could even be possible. Then she remembered what her
grandmother had told her when she was going through her very
rebellious teens.

Beautiful girl, one look
in the mirror will show you you are desirable; there is no doubt
about that. But it’s not what you see that makes you who you are.
You need to slow it down before you get ahead of yourself. Right
now sweetie pie, you need to follow his path and choose right so we
can see who he made you to be. Listen to that heart of yours, it’s
as big as the moon, don’t let your head steer you in the wrong
direction.

She took her phone out to text
Collin,

I LOVE YOU… I AM SORRY….I
hope you can forgive me, I want to be the woman you
deserve.

Collin and the boys had finished a
twelve pack and he was a bit buzzed when he received the text. He
smiled and put his phone in his pocket.

Tessa and Jade arrived at the festival
at eight o’clock and they walked around and watched as the teenage
girls, tried to impress the boys and they laughed.

“Don’t you want to slap them and say
he’s not worth it right now, hell you don’t even know who you are
yet, there’s time for that later,” Tessa said as she
smiled.

“Exactly why I do what I do,” Jade
smiled.

Jade was a counselor at a girl’s home
about thirty minutes from her home town. As a child she went
through some pretty horrible things and despite what she was dealt
she made something of herself, and she now helped others sort
through the wreckage trying to make sense of the past and set plans
in motion for a brighter future. She may be flirtatious and
sometimes a little too boisterous but she was a survivor and a
great woman, mother, and wife.

“You want to sing Tessa?” Jade
asked.

“Oh yes,” Tessa smiled.

She saw Adam and his band playing she
whistled and he looked down.

“Tessa Ross you want to
come up here and sing?” he asked.

She shook her head yes.

Tessa and Adam started with Good Time.
Luke and Jessie walked to the crowd and Adam started playing Big
Girls Don’t Cry and Tessa smiled and sang she glanced at Luke a few
times. But Adam kept her more than entertained on stage dancing and
playing guitar close to her. She was drunk and having a good time.
When the song finished she whispered to Adam and he smiled and
played Send Me On My Way she danced and laughed and sang not caring
who was there. Collin and Jake walked in. She sang Call me Maybe
and he stood looking at her smiling.

Tessa sang and danced and he stared at
her. She sang to him and smiled the entire time.

The song finished and the band took a
break.

“Adam I want you to meet
someone.”

They walked down and Tessa introduced
him to Collin.

“He better not end up being a dick
like that bitch over there,” he said and looked at
Collin.

“Not even close Adam,” she
said.

“Adam is a teacher, he taught me piano
and voice. He doesn’t like Luke,” Tessa laughed.

“Well then we have something in
common, nice to meet you Adam,” Collin shook his hand.

~

“That was…Tessa, you sing and dance,”
Collin whispered in her ear.

“Uh hu,” she said and kissed him, his
hands ran down her back.

“Collin you coming?” Jake said and
laughed.

“See you in a bit?” Collin asked as he
closed his eyes and clenched his jaw.

“Uh hu,” she said and looked at him
and closed her eyes and shook her head.

~

The boys hit the beer tent, and
grabbed a drink. Tessa and Jade stayed and danced a bit. Then
walked over to the tent and watched Jake, Ryan, and Collin. Tessa
was standing by a table with Jade drinking a wine
slurpy.

“Hey Jade check out that hotty. I want
to just sit here and watch him," Tessa said grinning.

Collin certainly stood out from the
rest of the locals; everyone seemed to notice it except for him. He
wore loose fitting jeans and a navy tee shirt. Not over dressed but
just the way his clothes fit his body perfectly. They weren’t
sloppy or tight, like they were made for him. He was so beautiful.
Not that Luke wasn’t but it was like night and day. Lucas looked
like a mannequin in the window of a high end men’s clothing store.
Collin was the man who inspired the sculptor who would not sleep
until his image was created so he would never forget the beauty he
was blessed enough to catch sight of. Collin was confident as
opposed to Lucas who came off as haughty. Tessa watched as Jake
introduced Collin to some of their friends, all the boys from
earlier were there.

“How is this going to turn out? “Jade
asked laughing.

“It’ll be fine, my brother will make
it all better,” Tessa said confidently.

She watched as he shook
hands with them and smiled. His smile,
that beautiful white perfect smile it could melt an
iceberg, she thought.

He scanned the crowd and didn’t find
what he was looking for. He did notice the women in a circle next
to him all checking him out. She smiled as she saw him dismiss them
and continue looking around. She saw him spot someone and he
glared. Tessa followed his line of vision and saw that he was
looking at Luke. She could tell Luke was drunk. Luke raised his
glass to Collin and flipped him off. Collin’s jaw clenched and
waved to Luke and gave him a look.

“There’s trouble brewing Tessa,” she
said shaking her head.

“I see that,” Tessa
replied.

“Is it a turn on to you,” she said
seductively.

Tessa laughed nervously, “No not
really.”

She grabbed her phone and texted
Collin.

You are looking fine Mr. Abraham…XOXOXO

She watched as he grabbed his phone
out of his pocket and smiled as he read the message.

Where are you Tessa….XXX

Taking in the view….hmmm

Oh ya…how is it? …..XXXX

It’s a great view …..hmmmm

He laughed and looked
around.

Luke caught his eye and knew he was
looking for Tessa, he pointed down and mouthed.

“She’s right here” and
pretended to grab her head and move it back and forth at waist
height.

Jade and Tessa looked at each other
and then back at Collin he looked like he was going to
explode.

They both jumped up and walked through
the crowd toward Collin. Jake got there first when he saw what was
going on, and just in time Collin was starting to walk towards Luke
who was beckoning him with his hands. Tessa ran and jumped in his
arms; she wrapped her legs around him and kissed him.

Collin smiled at her as she slipped
down his body and he pulled her into him and kissed her head. He
looked up and Luke was walking towards them.

“Tessa I need to deal with this,”
Collin looked and put his finger against her lips when she tried to
protest.

Jake stood in front of them and then
the boys stood with Jake.

“You hiding behind these little
fucks,” Luke yelled.

They all smiled at him and shook their
heads yes.

“Tessa, want to come over here and
show that bitch what I made you so good at?” Luke
yelled.

A crowd had gathered around and all
eyes were on them, Tessa looked up at Collin who looked like he
wanted to kill Luke.

“You want to leave,” she
asked.

“No Tessa I want to tear his fucking
head off,” Collin growled.

“I am pretty pissed right now Collin
and would love to say a few words myself, but it’s really not worth
it,” she said “he doesn’t deserve any more of my attention can we
please leave, please Collin.”

He looked down at her, held her head
in his hands, and kissed her deeply, he put his forehead to
hers.

“If that’s what you want than yes,” he
took her hand and they turned to leave.

Jessie grabbed Tessa’s hair from
behind; Tessa turned and punched her in the nose. Jessie fell to
the ground.

“Put your bitch on a leash
Luke,” Tessa yelled over her shoulder. “Come on everyone let’s get
out of here,” Collin smiled and shook his head and they walked to
the Jeep.

“LUCAS, cut the shit!” Jade yelled at
Luke.

Luke scowled and looked
down.

~

Collin opened the door and strapped
Tessa in and kissed her hand and jumped in the back. Jade drove and
threw Ryan the keys to their SUV.

“To the farm love,” she
said.

“Anywhere you want Jade,” Ryan
replied.

The boys all jumped in with
Ryan.

They got to the farm and Jade drove
down back to the edge of the woods, Collin jumped out of the back
and opened the door for Tessa and unbuckled her. He grabbed her
hand to help her out and she winced.

“You okay beautiful?” he asked, “Did
you hurt your hand on that girl’s face?”

She laughed, “Actually I
did”.

Jade laughed, “So out of character for
you Miss Ross.”

Jade grabbed some ice out of the
cooler and wrapped it in a blanket.

The boys pulled in as Collin started a
fire. They all sat and laughed about the events of tonight, except
Collin who watched Tessa. She laughed and enjoyed herself except
when she felt her hand throbbing.

“Collin I am really tired I am going
to head up you can hang out here if you want,” she said.

“I will take you up to the house Tessa
for some reason I am exhausted to,” he smiled.

They said good night and walked with
his arm around her in the moonlight to the house.

“You look beautiful everyday Tessa,
but today you look especially beautiful” he said as he kissed her
at the bottom of the stairs.

“Church in the morning kids,” her
mother yelled.

“Yes Ma’am” Collin replied and smiled
at Tessa. “Now how about you walk up the stairs and I will stay
here so your momma knows I am not following you in.”

“Collin I will be up to check it out
myself,” Maggie yelled, “Goodnight.”

“Goodnight” they said in
unison.

At the top of the stairs he kissed her
head and then her lips, and stepped back holding her
hands.

“Goodnight beautiful,” and he turned
and walked in and shut the door.

~

Tessa woke in the morning and felt
stiff, she ran downstairs and jumped in the shower, she wrapped
herself in a towel and ran upstairs, she knocked on the door, “if
you want hot water you’d better get up now Mr. Abraham”.

She went in and started to get changed
she heard him knock on the door. She peeked her head out; her hair
was wrapped up in a towel, he kissed her face and
smiled.

“Good morning Beautiful,” Collin
said.

“Good morning,” she winked at him and
shut the door in his face laughing.

Collin walked into the bathroom with
his clothes and showered. He was a bit nervous about church this
morning. He shaved his face and brushed his teeth. He found
mouthwash on the counter and gargled. He pulled his tan suit out of
the bag and hung it on the shower curtain and put on his crisp
white shirt and buttoned it. He took out his powder blue tie and
watched in the mirror and carefully tied it to ensure it was
perfect. He slipped on his pants and buckled his belt. He took one
last look and a deep breath. He grabbed his coat as he went out the
door.

He walked in the kitchen and smiled as
he saw her sipping tea, leaning against the sink starring out the
window. She wore a light blue strapless dress that just hit her
knees, the one he had bought for her. She had a cream sweater and
sandals with a small heal. She smiled as she looked out the window
daydreaming. She was beautiful and happy, and his.

Collin walked up and wrapped his arms
around her around the waist and she giggled and reached her hand
back and ran her hands through his perfect hair. He kissed her
head.

“I hope your thinking about me,” he
whispered in her ear.

“It was a day wish,” she said
whispering as she turned.

She tugged his hair gently towards her
and whispered in his ear “If I told you it may not come true, and
that’s not a chance I am willing to take.”

She kissed his cheek and walked away,
“Would you like some tea or coffee?”

Right now he wished she
had offered tea or me, he wanted her so bad it made him
crazy. Patience he told himself.

“Tea please,” he said
instead.

They drank their tea and stared at
each other smiling. She crossed her eyes and he laughed.

“I could sit here all day
and have a staring contest with you,” possibly all year she thought, “but
Mom would have a fit if we showed up late for church.”

“Alright I will meet you out there you
have to bring Leia in right?” he asked nervously.

“Yes, she is so happy being home,” she
smiled.

Before she could finish he was out of
sight. She got Leia in the house and walked to the Jeep, she
reached to open the door and he opened it before she
could,

“That was quick”, he held the door and
shut it behind her.

They drove to the church in silence.
It was sunny and sixty five degree’s, a beautiful fall day and they
both appeared to be enjoying the quiet. They got to the church and
he hopped out of the driver’s seat and opened her door, he took her
hand and they walked into church.

“There’s a lot of people today,” she
said to him, “Harvest dinner, if you don’t want to stay I can come
up with an excuse for us to leave.”

“If you want to stay we will stay,” he
told her.

They walked in and Tessa looked for
her family, they were in the normal pew on the left. She saw her
Mom at the front and they walked in together. The whole family was
there.

“What’s so funny?” he whispered as
they walked up to the front of the church.

“My whole family is here, I think it’s
because we did all that hay yesterday,” she said.

He looked so handsome in his suit, she
looked around and everyone was staring at them.

“Do you know the effect you have on
women Collin, even at church they’re checking you out?”

“No Tessa I don’t and I can promise
you it doesn’t matter,” he put his arm around her and kissed her
head.

They stood and sang the opening hymn.
The Pastoral assistant asked for joys and concerns. People asked
for prayers for sick family and friends and issues in the
community. They announced birthdays and all things that they wanted
to share. Tessa raised her hand and the little girl with the
Microphone handed it to her.

“I wanted to share that
Phoebe Ross gave birth to a beautiful baby boy on Friday a bit
early but he is healthy and Alex, Phoebe, and Remington will be
home today.”

She sat and the Pastor asked if anyone
else had anything Collin took a deep breath and stood. Tessa smiled
and was a bit concerned about what he was going to say.

“Hello everyone I am Collin Abraham, I
came today with Tessa and the rest of the Ross family,” he took a
deep breath and smiled down at her.

“A few weeks ago I met Tessa and I
think I came on a bit too strong because out of her beautiful mouth
came, something about me being arrogant, pampas, and full of
myself.”

Everyone laughed.

“Tessa told me that I would be on one
knee in front of God and her family before she would ever consider
my proposition, so here we are in a church and in front of your
family Tessa.”

Collin smiled at her, her eyes were
wide as he took her hand and pulled her up to him, he knelt down on
one knee and handed the microphone back to the little blond girl,
“On one knee.”

He pulled a box out of his pocket “and
I am asking you to be my partner in all things in life. The only
women I would ever consider asking to become wife. I love you Tessa
Ann Ross, will you please make me the happiest man on the planet,
will you Marry me?”

She looked down at him in shock she
took a deep breath and shook her head yes, he placed the ring on
her finger and he stood up she hugged him. He picked her up and
twirled her around and kissed her.

Sydney walked up and grabbed the
microphone from the little girl, “In case you did not know, she
said yes!”

The congregation clapped and laughed
and many cried.

They sat down and held hands and
smiled at each other.

She squeezed his hands and leaned into
is arm, “What do you think my parents are thinking right
now?”

“There thinking, he is one lucky man,”
he said.

“I can’t even look at them I bet
they’re in shock,” she said.

“I asked your father for your hand
last night, he said yes, I am sure he told your mother, since your
whole family is here” he whispered quietly.

“You asked my Dad for my hand” she
said.

“Of course I did” he
whispered.

“You amaze me” she said, “I can’t wait
to be your wife.”

“Me either” he said and looked at her
raising his eyebrows, and winking.

They sat quietly listening to the rest
of the sermon on forgiveness and healing. Holding each other’s
hands and smiling.

“When?” she whispered.

“Name the day and time Tessa,” he
smiled.

His phone vibrated in his pocket he
pulled it out and looked down at it.

911…Tomas.

He looked at Tessa and she gave him a
questioning look. He let out a deep breath and text
back.

Give me twenty
minutes?...CA

I will make arrangements you are
needed…Tomas

He brought Tessa’s hand to his mouth
and kissed it lightly.

When the sermon ended he left Tessa
with her family and excused himself.

“What the hell is going on?” he asked
Tomas.

“Issues that needs your attention, the
flight out of Ithaca leaves in three hours,” Tomas
reported.

They talked for a few minutes and
Collin hung up.

Collin walked back into the church and
looked for Tessa. She was surrounded by her family and her church
family smiling and showing them her ring. She was glowing and
beautiful.

She felt his presence and turned
towards him and smiled. She saw his face and even though he smiled
back she knew something was wrong. When he smiled at Tessa it
touched his eyes, it didn’t now.

Tessa looked concerned and excused
herself from the group that surrounded her and walked up to
him.

“Are you alright?” she
asked.

He pulled her into his arms,
“Something came up and I need to leave for a few days.”

“Is it your mother?” Tessa
asked.

“No it’s work. The project is on hold
until I go fix it. A lot of people are depending on me. Tessa I
have to leave in about two hours,” he lifted her chin so she looked
at him.

“Ok,” she said softly.

“I need to go get packed, you should
stay with your family,” he said quietly.

“No I will go help you,” she
offered.

He accepted quickly, relieved that she
wanted to leave with him.

They walked into the farm house and
Collin looked at Tessa, “I didn’t anticipate this happening Tessa.
I had a much more romantic day planned.”

She smiled and kissed him, “I
understand…”

Collin kissed her neck and she stopped
talking.

Her breathing became quick and his
hands entwined in her hair. Collin grabbed her with both hands just
under her butt and lifted her pulling her into him. Tessa wrapped
her legs around him and he groaned. She kissed him as he walked
with her wrapped around him up the stairs into her bedroom. He laid
her gently on the bed and knelt between her legs.

Tessa opened her eyes and looked into
his. His eyes were dark and hooded his mouth slightly opened and
breaths hard and deep. He took her right foot and removed her shoe
and threw it over his shoulder. He bit the inside of her foot
lightly. She moaned and threw her head back into the
pillow.

“Look at me Tessa,” he growled, “I
love you, look at me.”

Tessa opened her eyes and watched him
as he started at her pinky toes and nipped the tip and then sucked
hard. The sensation was felt between her legs and she whimpered as
he moved onto the next toe and the next. When he finished on her
right foot he started on her left. She tried to sit up and he
gently pushed her back down his hand holding her still just below
her belly button.

“Collin,” she whispered.

He moved back to her right foot and
kissed and nipped from her instep to her knee. He moved to her left
and teased her again from instep to knee, his hand still pressing
and gently rubbing just beneath her belly button. Her hips swayed
slightly as she felt the throbbing between her legs. She tried to
pull her knees together to relieve the pulsing pressure building
and he grabbed her inner thighs and pulled them apart
swiftly.

He bit lightly where his hand had been
and she gasped, “Collin.”

He ran his nose slowly against her
pale blue silky underpants and breathed deeply and she heard him
growl softly.

“You smell damn delightful Tessa,” he
said and bit her other thigh lightly.

She cried out softly and he opened his
mouth and looked up into her eyes. And blew his hot breath against
her panties and lightly bit down on her pulsing sweet spot and she
screamed out loudly as she came violently.

He lay against her and kissed her
capturing her screams in his mouth and rubbing gently against her
making certain her orgasm lasted longer.

She finally caught her breath and
whispered, “Oh my God.”

He pulled her up and kissed her gently
she looked at him in amazement. And he smiled shyly.

“Your clothes are still on?” she said
and turned red.

“Yes,” he smiled.

“I didn’t even notice, wow Collin I
don’t even know what to say. I think we should get them off of you
so I can repay the kindness. You have given me several and I want
to give to you. I owe you,” she said shyly.

“You have you just don’t know it,” he
smirked.

“What?” she laughed.

“How do I say this respectfully? Your
memorized scent, kiss, smile, and the many, many pictures of you in
my head have made me come more times than I care to admit to the
woman who has just accepted my proposal,” he chuckled.

Tessa looked confused.

“You may not know it but we have been
in the shower together more than just once,” he winked.

“I don’t understand,” Tessa said
confused.

He grabbed her face, “The first day I
saw you I wrapped my hands around my cock and jerked off to the
picture of you in my head.”

Tessa’s jaw dropped.

“How does that make you feel?” he
asked stroking her face.

“Oddly… turned on,” she smiled and bit
her lip.

“Good, don’t ever try to keep score
Tessa,” he warned.

She laughed, “You have no idea what
you are getting yourself into.”

She pulled his suit coat off and
loosened his tie and slipped it over his head and unbuttoned his
shirt.

“You are beyond hot Mr. Abraham,” she
said and kissed him.

“You are beyond beautiful and smell
like fucking lilacs” he kissed her hard on the mouth.

Tessa laughed when he pulled away,
“Lilacs?”

“Weird hu?” he said running his hands
through his hair, “Sweet and spicy not audacious but… fucking
perfect, I cannot wait to taste you.”

“Likewise Collin. When can we get
married?” Tessa smiled.

“Whenever you want,” he said and
kissed her again.

“I want to wait until then,” she
whispered and pushed her head against his chest.

“What?” he laughed.

“I know it sounds…I just want to
wait,” she looked up at him.

Collin smiled, “Okay, so next weekend
then?”

Tessa laughed, “Sorry.”

He lifted her chin and looked at her,
“Don’t be. But I am serious. What kind of wedding do you
want?”

“Just us would be perfect,” she smiled
and covered her eyes.

“What’s wrong?” he smiled.

“I keep thinking it’s all too soon and
that I need to slow down and date you not plan a wedding after just
a few weeks,” she felt him tense up, “Collin listen to me, that’s
what I keep thinking. What I feel with my heart and my soul is that
you were always the one, I love you. I feel safe with you. I trust
you and that is insane knowing what I have been through with Luke
but that’s my head. My heart is all yours and I know without a
doubt that I love you.”

He let out the breath he had been
holding, “I am yours and only yours Tessa forever. It has to be the
same for you.”

She looked at him and her brows knit
together. He ran his thumb upward trying to release her scowl. He
kissed her lightly.

“I am not as confident as you might
think when it comes to you. I do however read people well. If I
didn’t feel that you felt the same I would not have opened myself
up for hurt. You could easily break me though Tessa. More easily
than you could even imagine. You were an angel the first time you
kissed me back all those years ago. No one, not even my mother had
kissed me. I felt comforted by that kiss and the way you gave me
your food… well for years I dreamt of you. I thought you may not
have been real maybe just a place in my imagination or vision of
the angel with the blue ribbon in her hair, giving me the comfort I
desperately needed. It was nothing sexual it was kindness and
caring, I had never experienced it before, until you,” he continued
to caress her face as he spoke softly reminiscing, “Regardless of
the women I slept with nothing ever felt like I did then. I never
kissed them like I do you or talked about anything. Besides my
siblings there have only been two people I have felt the need to
comfort. You were one, the first person I actually held in my arms
when Ann passed. I did hug her I think, she was kind. And once at a
funeral for a fellow soldier. I felt drawn to comfort a sobbing
girl. I am sure it was because of Coleen, my sister. But this young
woman was shattered sitting in a dress on the ground sifting dirt
through her fingers. I was drawn to comfort her.”

Tessa pulled away from his hand and he
blinked, “Sorry Tessa, I hope that didn’t upset you.”

“Collin, where was this funeral?”
Tessa asked.

“There were so many. But I am sure it
was here in New York…Syracuse I think,” he said. “It doesn’t
matter…”

Tessa cut him off and tears started
falling from her eyes, “Toby Green?”

He looked at her silently for a
moment, “Do you know him?”

“It was me, I was the one on the
ground,” she threw her arms around him and cried harder, “You gave
me a tissue.”

“My God Tessa,” he said and held her
tightly.

He stroked her hair as she cried and
rocked her back and forth.

“Everything alright in here?” Maggie
asked as she and John walked into Tessa’s room.

“Yes,” Tessa sobbed and he held her
tighter.

Collin felt tears building in his eyes
and buried his head in her hair.

“What is going on?” John asked
forcefully.

Tessa sat back and Collin wiped her
tears and she did the same to him and she kissed his face over and
over again.

“Daddy, I am going to marry this man
and we are going to be together forever,” Tessa laughed and Collin
pulled her against him again.

“Okay, that’s good right?” John
asked.

Collin and Tessa laughed, “I am going
to use the bathroom please excuse me.”

Collin walked down the stairs and
Maggie grabbed Tessa and hugged her, “Are you alright?”

“Never better Mom. I met him at VBS
when we were kids, he comforted me when Ann died, and he was the
soldier at Toby’s funeral that handed me a tissue,” she
sobbed.

Collin walked in and squatted down by
the bed and wiped her eyes with a tissue and hugged her tightly, “I
love you Tessa.”

“You were at Toby’s funeral Collin?”
Maggie asked.

“Ya I was, I had no idea,” he said and
pulled Tessa up, “Your daughter is my angel. I promise to never let
anyone hurt her ever. I want to take care of her and love her
forever. And with all due respect we need to get married quickly
because she is going to make me wait until we do.”

Tessa laughed and cried more, “It
needs to be at the Cape with Pastor Lou.”

“Yes it does,” Collin laughed and
hugged her.

“We need to get you ready to go,”
Tessa laughed.

“I will know more when I get there but
I want you to be my wife the day I get back,” he said looking in
her eyes.

“I want that too,” Tessa
laughed.

“I know,” he smiled.

They turned around and John was
holding Maggie as she cried.

“Mom?” Tessa said with deep
concern.

“Happy tears Tessa,” she
smiled.

“Okay Mom, don’t be sad,” Tessa hugged
her.

She turned to Collin, “I am going to
miss you.”

“You’ll be busy planning a wedding,”
he smiled.

“I want to go to the Cape while you’re
gone,” Tessa laughed.

“I really would like you to stay here
and plan with your Mom Tessa,” he said softly.

“Okay,” she laughed and hugged him,
“We are getting married.”

“Yes we are,” he smiled and pulled her
closer.

Tomas picked Collin up and after a
tearful goodbye Tessa decided to go for a run with Leia.

She ran behind the farm and down the
trail and sat by the waterfalls. She had never felt such happiness
before in her life. She sat and just breathed.

Tessa stood and noticed the tree she
had carved in when she and Lucas first had sex. She picked up a
sharp rock and started to scrap it away. She felt tears building in
her eyes as she dug harder into it.

When it was finally gone she was
sobbing and her hand was bleeding. She had not realized she had dug
so hard it caused her to hurt herself. The pain in her heart from
the time with him was far harsher than that of her hand. She walked
to the water and put her hand in it to clean it off and watched as
the blue water turned red. She sat and watched it begin to clear
again and smiled.

Tessa walked in the house and grabbed
a paper towel and applied pressure to her wound.

“What did you do?” Maggie asked from
behind her.

“I was scratching something I had
carved in a tree away. Pretty therapeutic until I realized I was
bleeding,” she laughed as she turned around and Lucas was standing
there with Maggie.

He looked at her and closed his
eyes.

“You have company. I will be outside
if you need anything,” Maggie walked outside.

“Hi. I didn’t know you were…” Tessa
began.

“Our initials?” Luke asked with pain
in his eyes.

“Would you like a drink?” Tessa asked
as she bandaged her hand.

“Where is your head Tessa?” he asked
sadly.

“I don’t want to do this again,” she
said softly.

“Then don’t Tessa. Don’t walk away
from us,” he begged.

Tessa said nothing and grabbed two
glasses of water and sat down.

“You’re getting married?” he
asked.

“Yes,” she answered and looked
down.

Tessa still couldn’t bear to look at
him and see him hurt.

“Look at me baby, damn it,” he went to
touch her and she stepped back.

“Tell me what to do,” he said
insistently.

“You have Jessie Luke. I have Collin.
I really don’t know what else there is to say,” she
whispered.

“She isn’t you. I can end it with her
tomorrow, now, and we can get through this, please baby,” Luke
begged.

“Luke, I am suppose to be with Collin,
I love him,” she said and looked up at him.

“You have loved others and always came
back to me, to us,” he pleaded.

“No that’s not true. Toby died and my
love for him was different,” she explained.

“And Ben? You loved him too. Can’t you
see you’re just trying to get over us. I am telling you you don’t
have to. I would never…” he began.

“This is different Luke, he and I are
supposed to be together. We love each other. You and I…we hurt each
other. You had to be with other people he would never…” she
began.

“Really? And what do you know about
him Tessa you have known him for all of five minutes,” he shook his
head.

“Well actually we met at the Cape when
I was much younger. Luke he is Ann’s Joe, the man who held me when
she died. He also…” she smiled.

“Spare me the details Tessa. That’s
all coincidence…” he rolled his eyes.

Tessa grabbed the photo album Pastor
Lou had made and handed it to him.

“Sit please?” Tessa asked.

“I have photo albums too Tessa, four
years worth of them, this means nothing!” Luke snapped.

She looked down and played nervously
with her hands.

“What would Toby think Tessa hu?” he
asked and grabbed her hand.

“Well,” she smiled, “Collin met
Toby.”

“You believe this guys shit Tessa. You
don’t even know him!” Luke snapped.

“He was at Toby’s funeral,” she
whispered.

“Great, so was I,” he
yelled.

Tessa’s phone rang and she
smiled.

“Hi,” she answered softly
and walked into the other room.

“I am in New York City now. I will be
taking off shortly. I will be returning Thursday. Friday sound
alright?” Collin asked with a smile in his voice.

“Friday sounds perfect,” she
whispered.

“Good Pastor Lou is available. I have
that set up the rest is all up to you. Unless you’ll allow me to
help,” he laughed.

“It’s our wedding Collin, whatever you
want I am sure would be perfect,” she giggled softly.

“Lilac’s lots of them,” he said in a
deep tone.

Tessa laughed, “And so you will have
them, lots of them.”

“Forever?” he asked.

“Forever,” she said softly.

“My flights being called, I love you,”
Collin said.

“And I love you. Have a safe flight
please call me when you land. By the way, where are you going?” she
laughed.

He laughed, “I am not use to sharing
this sort of information, I will email you. Got to go I love you
Tessa Ross,” Collin said softly.

“I love you Collin Abraham,” Tessa
said and hung up.

Tessa walked into the kitchen
smiling.

Luke sat stewing, “You love
him?”

“I do,” she said and sat.

“Thanks for that, definitely needed to
hear that,” he said and his jaw stiffened.

“Luke I forget you were here, I didn’t
mean to…” she began.

“You forgot I was here?” he
snapped.

“I am sorry. No I am not. Luke I am
going to marry him and have a family with him. He is my forever,”
she shook her head, “I don’t know how to explain this to
you.”

“Where is he Tessa? Did he tell you
where he was going? You didn’t even know! You are not that stupid!”
he yelled.

“No I am not!” she snapped
back.

“Collin Abraham hu?” he said and stood
up and walked to the door.

“Jessie! Sadi! Jenny! Tipper and many
others. Again Luke you and I were clearly not working for a reason.
It certainly wasn’t because I didn’t try,” she laughed.

“Its funny huhTessa, real funny. I
can’t do this without you. You have been my strength my reason for
being! And you laugh!” Luke yelled.

“You are fine, you will be fine. Don’t
you see you ass, I want you to be happy. Why can’t you want that
for me!” she yelled back.

“I do damn it Tessa,” he grabbed her
face, “I need to fix this for you, for us. Baby I love you,” he
kissed her and pulled her into his arms.

“No,” she whispered, “Not the kind of
love I need.”

“I can be everything you need. PLEASE,
let me fix this,” Luke began to cry.

Tessa pulled away and wiped his tears
and kissed his cheek, “You need to let go of things that are broken
and unfixable. I will always need you to be okay Lucas. I wish more
than anything we could be friends. God you have been so important
to me forever. I need you to be okay.”

She began to cry and he held her
tightly, “I have a week to prove to you I can be. And I will Tessa
I will.”

He kissed her head and hugged her
again and walked out the door.

Maggie walked in when he pulled out,
“You alright?”

“No Mom, no I am not,” she
cried.

Maggie held her, “Are you second
guessing things?”

“No I love Collin I am going to Marry
him. I just need Lucas to be okay,” she cried.

Tessa woke to her phone.

“Hello,” she whispered.

“Well hello beautiful,” Collin voice
made her smile.

“Collin,” she whispered.

He laughed, “So I am here. What plans
have you made today?”

“Oh well, Luke stopped here. He is
having a difficult time with me getting married,” she
laughed.

“Is he,” Collin said
sternly.

“Collin, he knows I love you. It’s
just going to take some time for him to get through this,” Tessa
explained.

“Not your responsibility Tessa. Unless
you want it to be and if you do…” he stopped.

“Collin I. Love. You.” she said
sadly.

“So you say….” He snapped.

“Collin please don’t do this,” her
voice broke.

“I didn’t,” he said
sharply.

“Either did I!” she
snapped.

“Why was he there?” he
asked.

“He just showed up, he was actually
here when you called. I walked in the other room and talked with
you and forgot he was sitting in the kitchen,” she giggled, “He
heard our conversation, which hurt him. But I told him…”

“Why didn’t you tell me he was there
Tessa, when I called, why didn’t you tell me?” he asked in a
clipped tone.

“I was happy to hear your voice, happy
to talk to you. Collin you can trust me,” she said
sadly.

“We will see, I have to go,” he hung
up.

Tessa tried to call him back and he
didn’t answer.

The next day she tried again three
times before he finally answered.

“Hello,” he said.

“Should I still be planning a wedding
or is this it Collin?” Tessa snapped.

“Excuse me?” he asked
shocked.

“Forget it, have a great life Collin,”
Tessa hung up.

Her phone rang.

“Tessa, this is not a great time to
have this chat. You told me I could trust you. I do, it’s him I
don’t trust. The church is set. I have ordered flowers. I am going
to arrange a caterer. Our reception will be at our place. Meaning
your home with me at the Cape. Invite who you wish. Money has been
transferred into your checking account. I also ordered your dress,
shoes, and undergarments!” he snapped.

“Collin…” Tessa began.

“Do you still want this?” Collin asked
in a harsh tone.

“Forever,” Tessa cried.

“Excuse me please,” Collin said and
Tessa heard a door shut.

“Don’t cry,” he whispered.

“I…I…” Tessa was sobbing.

“I love you,” he whispered
softly.

“You have to…” Tessa began.

“I trust you Tessa,” he said and
sighed.

She sat breathing trying to calm
herself down and he waited.

“Okay, I am sorry if I hurt you,”
Tessa said and cleared her throat.

“Tessa it was jealousy. I want to be
there with you. I asked you to marry me and left. That’s
inexcusable. So let’s throw in some guilt as well. This emotional
shit is for the birds,” he said exasperated.

Tessa giggled, “Tell me about
it.”

“I Love you,” he said
sternly.

“I love you,” Tessa spoke
softly.

“I have to get this wrapped up so I
can get back to you. I will call you soon alright?” he
asked.

“Please,” she said.

“Goodbye Tessa,” he sighed.

“See you soon,” she
laughed.
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It had been a busy week for Tessa and
Collin. Lucas had left her alone after several failed attempts to
get her to message him back.

“Hello beautiful,” Collin said with a
smile.

“Collin it’s Thursday,” Tessa giggled
as she held the phone tightly to her ear.

 

“It is and tomorrow, it seems like I
should remember something I have to do, hmm. I can’t seem to
remember. Tessa could you tell me, do you remember what I will be
doing tomorrow?” he teased.

“Me,” she laughed.

“You? What will I be doing with you?”
he asked softly.

“I have a few things in mind,” she
whispered.

“I want to hear all about them,” he
said softly.

“Well I would prefer to show you, and
my family will be here any minute so you’ll just have to wait,” she
giggled.

“My flight is being called, I can’t
wait for you to …show me. I have a few things I want to show you as
well,” he chuckled.

“I Love you. Fly safe, see you
tomorrow,” Tessa said and hung up.

“If not sooner,” he laughed when he
realized she hung up.

~

Tessa walked outside and to the water
and kicked her shoes off. She watched Leia splash in the cold ocean
water and smiled.

“Tessa Ross,” she heard from behind
her.

She turned and saw Luke walking
towards her. Leia growled.

“Luke what are you doing here?” Tessa
asked.

“We need to talk,” he said and jogged
towards her, “Well hello Dog.”

“Luke no we don’t,” she said
sadly.

Luke looked at her and took a deep
breath and turned towards the water as Leia splashed
around.

“It’s beautiful here,” he said as he
stood next to her and crossed his arms across his chest.

“It is. Luke you shouldn’t have come
here,” Tessa said looking at him deeply concerned.

“I needed to tell you a few things and
I heard he was not around until tomorrow. If what I tell you
doesn’t change your mind I will let you be Tessa,” he smiled softly
at her.

Leia shook off and soaked them
both.

Tessa laughed and so did
Luke.

“Do you have any dry clothes?” Tessa
laughed as they walked into Ann’s house.

“No, wow this is amazing. Not what I
expected. No plastic covering furniture hu?” he smiled.

“Not anymore,” Tessa laughed as she
ran up the stairs to grab him a sweatshirt. He followed.

“All I have is this one,” she said and
rolled her eyes.

He took off his shirt and smiled at
her, “it looks familiar.”

She looked away from him quickly, “I
guess I forgot to give that one back.”

“Or you just wanted to hold onto it
for old time sake. I get it,” he laughed.

She turned around and he still stood
shirtless.

“You like what you see Tessa?” he
smiled.

“You are very handsome Lucas always
have been. Put that shirt on boy,” she handed him a pair of sweats
and walked out the door.

“Did you forget to give these back
too?” he laughed as she walked down the stairs.

She was making tea when he walked in
the kitchen.

“Would you like some?” she asked over
her shoulder.

“I would love some,” he
grinned.

“Are you high?” she asked as she
handed him the tea.

“Maybe, why did you want some?” he
laughed and drank his tea.

“No I am good thanks,” she laughed,
“You shouldn’t drive like that Luke.”

“Okay Mom, I won’t do it again,” he
shook his head, “Do you know everything reminds me of you Tessa,
everything.”

“Luke we…” she began.

“No let me talk please. I hate that I
did this to us, more than you will ever even begin to imagine. We
were so good together baby, so perfect. I know I messed it all up.
So much happened,” his voice broke and tears began to
fall.

Tessa held his hand and tears fell
from her eyes as well, “We are both going to be fine.”

“Tessa what we lived through that
first year together, it still hurts so bad…” he began.

“I know Lucas it was hell. I hated
seeing you hurt. I still do,” Tessa hugged him and Leia barked
alerting her to company.

“My family is coming,” she said and
wiped his eyes and then hers.

“Please give me a few minutes, leave
them a note I really need to talk to you and I don’t want them
pissed that I am here,” he pleaded.

“Okay Lucas,” they walked out the back
door and ran down the beach.

They walked to the lighthouse and
stood on the rocks.

“I looked into your…Collin Abraham. I
feel like you’re not thinking clearly with him Tessa. He has a very
dark past baby and you can’t Marry him,” Luke looked at
her.

“I know everything about Collin…”
Tessa began.

“You can’t possibly Tessa. You’re not
stupid,” he grabbed her hand and she pulled it back.

“God Damn it Tessa Ross,” Luke
snapped, “I will not let him fuck you up!”

Tessa stepped back away from him and
saw someone running towards them. It was Collin.

“I know everything I need to,” she
smiled and he followed her eyes to see what she was smiling
at.

“Bullshit,” Luke grabbed for her hand,
“Tessa your going with me!”

“No I am not!” she said and stepped
back.

Tessa began to slip and Lucas grabbed
for her and watched in horror as she fell to the rocks
below.

“TESSA!” he screamed as he made his
way to her.

Luke slipped and hit his head and
scrambled to grab Tessa, “Wake up baby!”

“Get your fucking hands off of her,”
Collin said grabbing him and Tomas pulled Luke away.

“No I don’t think so you piece of
shit,” Luke screamed.

Tomas had Luke’s arms behind his back
cuffed before dragging him to the house

“Tessa wake up, come on Tessa open
those beautiful blue eyes for me,” Collin whispered in her ear as
he checked for her pulse.

He picked her up and ran down the
beach towards the house.

“Tomas! Call the ambulance!” he
screamed.

Tessa’s family were all watching from
the deck. When they saw Collin carrying Tessa Maggie started
running towards them.

He laid her on the couch, “Come on
Miss Ross we have a big day tomorrow wake up beautiful.”

John watched as Tomas put Luke in a
police car, “What happened?”

Collin didn’t respond, “Tessa I love
you wake up please!”

Collin sat in the emergency room
holding and caressing her hand.

“Any word?” Maggie asked as she handed
him a cup of tea.

“Not yet,” he said and kissed her hand
gently.

“Why don’t you take a walk, you have
been sitting here for three hours Collin. I can stay,” Maggie said
rubbing his back.

“No thank you,” Collin kissed Tessa’s
hand.

The doctor came in and checked her
chart, “She should wake up soon Dr. Abraham.”

“I know,” he said and kissed her
head.

Maggie walked out and gave the family
the update.

The police brought Lucas from the exam
room in handcuffs and walked him towards the door.

“Is she okay?” he yelled.

Ryan looked at John who said nothing.
He stood up and followed Luke out the door.

“She is going to be, you need to let
this go Lucas. Please man. That girl loved you forever and well it
wasn’t working. Now look at you. Luke get it together, for
yourself, your God children for me man. I will call your father,”
Ryan hugged Lucas quickly and walked away.

~

“Her eyes are fluttering,” she heard
Collins voice, “Maggie she is waking up. Come on Tessa Ross open
those beautiful eyes please!”

Tessa wanted to open her eyes she
wanted to see him to explain about Lucas. She couldn’t lose him he
was probably hurt and she didn’t want to ever hurt him. She fell
back into the rocks.

“Stop giving her those pain meds. Just
let it go half an hour. She almost woke up before and then you put
that shit in her IV! Tessa has a low tolerance you should have seen
her the first day I met her… well met her again. Just trust me
please,” Tessa wanted to laugh when she heard him
talking.

“Hey are you smiling at me beautiful?
Open your eyes please Tessa. I haven’t been able to see them in
four days. I am back now Tessa and your making me wait even
longer,” she felt him kiss her lightly and he laughed.

“You seem to like to make
me wait,” he whispered in her ear.

“No damn it ten more minutes, does she
look like she is in fucking pain!” he snapped.

Tessa heard another voice.

“I don’t give a fuck what the orders
say, I am a doctor and I say if she is in pain she will tell you,”
Tessa squeezed his hand, “Hey now you’re playing with me Tessa open
your eyes before this…nurse…shoots you full of drugs again. Watch
her eyes she is fighting to wake up, are you watching!”

Tessa heard an irritated voice, “You
are not her husband yet Dr. Abraham we could ask you to leave this
is a courtesy.”

“You can ask but it won’t happen,” he
sneered.

Tessa tried to clear her throat and
she squeezed his hand harder.

“Please just once Tessa before I end
up in jail? I love you please Tessa,” he pleaded.

Tessa blinked and whispered,
“I…love…You”

“You love me? Prove it, open your eyes
Tessa now damn it,” he insisted.

Tessa opened her eyes and rolled them,
“Water.”

“Get her some water!” he
snapped.

Tessa closed her eyes and felt the
straw between her lips she drank and coughed a little.

Collin sat her up and climbed behind
her in the bed.

“Dr. Abraham!” the nurse
scolded.

“WHAT!” he snapped.

Tessa let out a breath, “Please excuse
him. Sometimes he can be difficult.”

“Sometimes?” the nurse laughed,
“Welcome back Miss Ross. And by the way that one is known for being
an ass to nurses.”

“Really do tell,” Tessa giggled as she
felt his lips on the back of her neck.

“Well he thinks he knows everything,
and even if he does he should not be so damn self righteous,” she
laughed and put the blood pressure cuff on Tessa.

“Does he hit on them?” Tessa
asked.

“Are you kidding? He hates nurses,”
she laughed.

Tessa smiled, “That’s going to cause
problems then for us Dr. Abraham.”

Collin continued kissing her neck and
chuckled, “Tessa is a nurse.”

They all laughed, “Well good luck with
that honey, the doctor will be in shortly.”

Tessa turned and looked at him, “You
were not nice to her.”

“SHE did not listen,” he kissed her
and ran his nose down her cheek.

“I love you,” Tessa ran her hand
though the side of his hair, “You came home early.”

“I wanted to surprise you, and I
couldn’t spend another night without you. God I don’t know what I
would have done if he hurt you,” he said and shook
slightly.

“He didn’t hurt me Collin,” Tessa said
and looked at him.

“Tessa we are not going to discuss him
right now. You’re alive and I thank God for that,” Collin kissed
her again.

Tessa relaxed into his embrace and
held his arms tightly around her.

“You have got to get me out of here, I
have a hot date tomorrow,” Tessa smiled and closed her
eyes.

Her entire family walked in the door.
Collin read the report from his perch behind her.

They released Tessa against doctor’s
medical advice and went back to the beach house.

~

“Hey I am staying at Ann’s house Mr.
Abraham,” Tessa laughed as he carried her towards his
house.

“No your not,” he said and rolled his
eyes.

“It’s the night before my wedding
Collin,” she whispered shyly, “I would prefer to stay out of my
marital bed on the night before my fairytale starts.”

He smiled at her, “You’re serious
aren’t you.”

“Sadly I am,” she buried her head in
his chest, “I should have waited for you back then.”

“We have waited. We have done this as
right as possible in today’s world,” he laughed.

“I don’t want to take any chances of
screwing this up. I want you now and forever,” she
smiled.

“Well apparently not now but tomorrow
and forever sounds perfect to me,” he kissed her softly.

He laid her in bed and covered her
up.

“I will see you tomorrow,” he kissed
her and she closed her eyes.

“Hey Tessa? You don’t mind if I think
about you in the shower when I get home do you,” he grinned wildly,
“That’s not breaking any rules is it?”

Tessa threw a pillow at him and he
dodged it they both laughed.

“Just remember whatever you do after
we say I do, I get to watch,” she said and looked up at him raising
her eyebrow.

His mouth opened slightly and a breath
escaped, “Damn it Tessa.”

“You and I are going to have a lot of
fun together, goodnight Collin,” Tessa smiled and her face burned
red.

He winked, “I love you.”

Tessa covered her face with a blanket
and giggled.

~

Maggie woke Tessa every four hours
checking her vitals.

“Mom I am going to look like the
walking dead for my wedding tomorrow if you keep this up. And this
is a little much.” Tessa complained.

“Well your wedding is today but stay
in bed for a couple more hours. You’re right you’ll look like….well
just rest a couple more hours dear. Yesterday must have been
awful,” Maggie said sadly.

“Mom did Lucas make it home? I mean I
didn’t say goodbye and I hope he is alright. He must have been
upset when he left,” Tessa looked at her mom who wouldn’t look at
her, “Mom?”

“Tessa why do you feel like you have
to protect him? After what he did to you yesterday,” Maggie’s voice
cracked, “He is not your responsibility.”

“He did not do anything to me Mom,”
Tessa snapped.

“Tessa he pushed you off of those
rocks, he could have killed you!” Maggie gasped.

“He did not! He tried to grab my hand,
Mom where is he?” Tessa demanded.

“Tessa…” Maggie began.

“WHERE IS HE!” Tessa
yelled.

“He is in jail Tessa,” Maggie
whispered.

“Damn it! Seriously?” Tessa got up and
threw on a sweatshirt, pants and a ball cap.

“Tell Collin I will be back!” Tessa
said as she headed out the door.

Collin was outside playing fetch with
Leia.

“Good morning, where do
you think your going?” he laughed.

“Apparently to spring Lucas out of
jail,” she snapped and jumped in the jeep.

“What?” Collin asked in shock as she
peeled out of the driveway.

Collin ran and grabbed his keys and
phone, “Maggie?”

“He didn’t push her Collin, he tried
to grab her hand and she pulled away. Lucas didn’t push her,”
Maggie’s voice cracked. “You should let her do whatever it is she
needs to she said to tell you she would be right back.”

“Thank you Maggie but I will be there
as well,” Collin tried to call Tessa and hung up he didn’t want to
upset her.

Tessa stormed into the police station
and Luke was sitting in a room with Landon. Tessa looked at them
and looked at Luke and shook her head. Landon came out.

“Tessa may I please speak to you?” he
asked.

“Sure,” she said.

“Excuse me who is this?” Collin asked
from behind Tessa.

“This is Landon Links, Luke’s father,
Landon this is Collin Abraham,” she said.

“Tessa’s husband in a few short
hours,” he said.

“So I hear,” Landon looked
disgusted.

“May I speak to you alone please?”
Landon asked, “And Tessa you’re going to need to talk to him,
because I can’t I am not privy to the going’s on yesterday and he
thinks….”

“She owes you and your son nothing,”
Collin said pulling Tessa into his side.

Landon laughed, “You may want to ask
her if she feels the same, Tessa he doesn’t know you very well does
he?”

“Collin I am going to talk to both of
them, and I want you to understand that, the room is glass you can
stand out here and watch. Landon, do not be rude to him or I will
walk out of here and not try to make things better for your son.”
She looked up at him and he was angry. “Can I speak to you first
for a minute,” she took Collins hand and walked away from
Landon.

“You’re actually going to walk in
there and talk to that asshole, he could have killed you
yesterday?” he asked trying to hold it together.

“If you’re angry I
understand we should have talked about this last night, he didn’t
hurt me!” Tessa snapped and looked down. “I don’t want to hurt
anyone here, I hope you understand.”

She walked in and Collin followed her
and stood watching as she sat across from Lucas.

“Are you okay?” Luke asked as soon as
she came in.

“Yes,” she said. “Are you?”

“I’m sorry Tessa I didn’t mean to hurt
you,” Luke said

“I know Lucas,” she said.

“Are you really going to marry this
guy?” he asked pointing to Collin.

“Yes I am,” She said and looked at
him.

“He fucking killed someone Tessa. I
will not leave you alone with someone like that,” Luke
yelled.

“Luke I love him,” she said, “and if
you could talk to him you would not sit here and judge his
actions.”

Luke sat back, “Bring him
in.”

Tessa walked out and took Collin’s
hand, “I know you don’t owe Luke anything but he wants to speak to
you I don’t care either way. He somehow found out about your
juvenile record.”

He smiled and looked over Tessa at
Luke, “Good, sure I will go in.”

“Okay but please understand he never
physically hurt me or forced me to do anything. He has had a pretty
bad life, not the same as you Collin but his mother was a mess and
his father was not involved until I came around or when Luke
started kicking ass at football, he raised himself with free
reign,” She said softly.

“Let’s go Tessa I really don’t care to
spend our wedding day with your first love,” he said and walked
in.

“Tessa says you have some questions
Luke, and I have no idea why you think you deserve any answers
after the shit you pulled yesterday or last weekend but she seems
to think you do so have at it,” Collin sat down.

“Tessa do you even know this clown?”
Luke sneered.

“Yes I do,” She said.

“Do you love him?” he
asked.

“Yes I love him Luke, I have told you
that,” Tessa said softly.

“This is a fucking joke. You fucking
killed someone?” he asked and looked at Collin.

“Yes I did,” Collin said and smiled.
“Keep that in mind because I don’t regret it and I would do it
again if I had too.”

“Tessa, do your parents know about
him?” Landon asked.

She smiled and looked at Collin, “Yes
actually they know everything and when he asked my father if he
could marry me, my dad gave his blessing.”

“Is there anything else?” Collin asked
looking at Luke.

“Ya plenty, Baby if I fucked you up
bad enough for you to do this I am sorry but you can’t seriously
stay with someone like that, and you Collin will not keep me away
from her, I won’t let her do this,” Luke glared at him.

“Collin, will not hurt me Lucas. I
trust him to keep me safe,” she said trying to calm
Luke.

“Do you have nothing to say for
yourself?” Lucas snapped at Collin who was smirking at
him.

“Luke, look at me. I am not stupid and
he has told me more about himself in the past few weeks than I ever
asked him to tell me. He is a good man,” she said.

“Seems like it Tessa,” Landon said
snidely.

“Are we done here?” Collin asked
Tessa.

“No asshole I am not,” Luke
said.

“Then could we hurry it up, I was
under the impression you had questions and well frankly we have a
life to start so let’s end this, we don’t need to revisit it
again.” Collin said dismissively.

“Why did you kill that man?” Landon
asked.

“He was hurting my sister,” Collin
looked at him.

“When did this happen?” Landon
asked.

“When I was twelve,” Collin said with
his eyebrow raised.

“Collin you don’t have to,” Tessa said
softly and rubbed his back.

“No I want this over and done with, he
needs no excuse to be in your life,” he said leaning against the
glass wall.

“What do you do?” Landon
asked.

“I am a doctor,” he said.

Lucas laughed, “Oh really?”

“Yes really,” he said
smirking.

“Tessa is he for real?” Luke
asked.

“Yes,” she said.

“Did you work with him? Did little
miss perfect fuck around on me?” he asked.

“We met twelve years ago
Lucas. I told you that at the farm, I showed you the book,” Tessa
said softly.

Luke looked at her, “This is why you
married him? A fucking book? Collin you should see the books I have
of Tessa, way hotter than what you have. Five years with her and
your precious little book trumps that? You are out of your
mind.”

“Have you had enough yet?” Collin
asked her.

“She never has had enough of me, she
comes back every time I put forth effort, I have fucked up several
times but I can promise you I never will again, I won’t see you
wasted on him Tessa. We love each other that just does not stop,”
Luke was visibly shaking.

Collin looked at her and she could
tell he had enough.

“Luke I am sorry if this
hurts you, I love him. You have to heal and be better. You have
chosen to not be with me several times. I care very deeply for you,
I always will but I love Collin and am going to spend forever with
him. I want you to find that person who was meant to be with you, I
am not it Lucas we tried. Maybe it’s Jessie. I don’t want to hurt
you Luke, I don’t. I would love nothing more than to come home
someday and see you happy,” Tessa spoke softly with tears in her
eyes. “Please be okay Luke.”

“She has had enough,” he said and
stood behind her rubbing her shoulders, “I have had enough. We have
two options here Luke. We can walk out there and fill out paperwork
and my lawyers will hang your ass,” Tessa’s eyes widened and looked
down. “Or you can stay the hell away from her and accept that she
and I love each other and are getting married. And I can promise
you if you so much as harm a hair on her head, I will not regret
what I do to you. Are you ready?”

“It wasn’t his fault Collin,” Tessa
said as she stood.

He pulled the chair out for her and
took her hand. “I need an answer.”

“I wasn’t trying to hurt her she just
told you that asshole and I would never hurt her, but if she ever
says the words I will take her back. I love her and whatever it is
you have done to mess with her head will wear off someday. So you
do whatever it is you need to do, I really don’t give a shit,” Luke
said. “Tessa I love you baby, if and when you need me call I am not
going anywhere.”

Landon followed them out. “Your okay
Tessa?”

“Yes Landon are you?” she asked and
laughed.

“No,” he said. “He is this way because
of me, he loves you and because of what I have shown him he has
hurt you and now he has lost you.”

“Landon I know I am exactly where I am
supposed to be, he will be alright he is a very smart man. He is
going to be fine. Please tell the girls I love them. And please
keep him busy and safe, be there for him. I need to live my life
now,” She hugged him looked at Luke who sat frozen, she knew how he
felt, numb.

“Collin I am sorry,” she said an
hugged him

He held her and kissed her head he
lifted her chin, “We are done here. I don’t want to ever revisit
this do you understand that? Now you can make the decision about
what we do about this.”

“There is only one thing to do Collin,
the right thing,” Tessa looked at him with concern.

“You’re one hundred percent sure he
will not try to hurt you?” he asked staring in her eyes.

“He would never physically hurt me
Collin,” Tessa said and signed papers dropping charges that should
never been filed in the first place, “Let him go now
please.”

“Yes ma’am,” the officer said looking
at Collin and waited for his nod of approval.

Tessa raised her eyebrows and gave him
a dirty look, “Tessa, they know me. That is nothing against
you.”

He picked her up and threw her over
his shoulder and smacked her ass, “That’s for leaving today and not
telling me what the hell was going on.”

He smacked her again.

“What was that for?” she
gasped.

“I wanted to here that little moan you
let out the first time, it made me a little hard Tessa,” he smiled
as he sat her on the ground.

She was smiling when she buried her
head in his chest, “Don’t do it again.”

He lifted her chin and looked at her
she closed her eyes, “Really?”

Tessa smirked and pulled away from him
and walked towards the Jeep, “See you later Abraham.”

“You certainly will,” he watched her
get in the Jeep and pull out.


 CHAPTER 12

Collin stood in the front of the
church with his hands in his pockets when the music began. He
looked up and saw Tessa walking with her arm linked together with
her fathers. She looked up and smiled at him. His bride was not
nervous like one would think, she was beaming. She did not look
like a broken hearted girl who just walked away from a man she was
in love with. Tessa Ross looked at him like there was no one else
in the entire world. Her smile was brighter than the sun that shone
high in the sky. She was glowing and her glow erased any worry
Collin had about her feelings for the boy she walked away from less
than two hours ago. One who she had given her heart to for many
years. He knew without a doubt that she was walking towards him
without reservations.

Tessa looked at Collin and saw his shy
smile. One that reached his eyes and poured out to her and radiated
through her body, mind, heart, and soul. His eyes twinkled in the
light that shown through the stained glass window of the church
where she first met him all those years ago. He looked amazing. His
gray suit fit perfectly and he adjusted his light blue tie when she
was half way down the Isle. Tessa stopped and looked him up and
down and shook her head. He laughed silently.

John handed her hand to Collin and
smiled and whispered, “We don’t want her back.”

“That’s good because I would never
give her back,” Collin said and John hugged him.

“Don’t hurt her,” John
warned.

“Never,” Collin smiled softly at
Tessa.

Tessa looked at them and whispered,
“Are you two about done?”

John kissed her cheek and sat with
Maggie in the first row.

The church was not full but the people
in attendance filled their hearts.

There vows were as traditional as they
could get except for the way they looked at each other as if they
were the only two people on the planet. His hands softly stroked
hers as he repeated his vows and his eyes pierced into her soul as
he spoke.

Tessa said her vows and her eyes
searched deeply into his. Her hands clung to the collar of his
jacket and they were nose to nose.

“I need to say one more thing, sorry,”
Collin blushed.

“Go ahead,” Pastor Lou
smiled.

“Tessa Ross, from you I finally know
what it is to feel love. My every emotion is within your control.
Your smile brightens my heart. Your kiss I feel throughout my body,
my soul. I am drawn to your scent, your eyes, your touch, your
heart. I have never dreamed that I could feel this way, ever. I
never even knew I wanted it. I thought you were a dream Tessa, for
years I thought you were, an angel. Now I know the truth, you are.
I will love you always. This is my promise to all that love you, to
you, and to God,” Collin let out a breath.

Tessa touched his face, “My dreams
were not of angels but of the opposite. I often wondered why I no
longer had revealing dreams. My hope was always to have someone to
share the details with, someone who is my best friend, someone I
could completely trust to hold my heart. I came here to escape and
to find myself again. I was asking for God’s help. I was not
searching, I was led here. Until that first day on the beach I felt
your touch, and wanted desperately to ignore it. You were not a
dream or a desire, you were a gift from God to me, to my heart. I
exist for you, I belong to you, I always have, I always will. This
is my promise to all that love you, to you, and to God.”

Pastor Lou wiped away a fallen tear
and smiled pronouncing them man and wife and told Collin, “You may
kiss your Bride…again.”

Collins hands slid down her silk gown
and his fingers dug into her hips as he pulled her into his kiss.
He gently kissed her forehead and ran his nose down the side of her
face, he cupped her chin in his hand and smiled at her. His mouth
was slightly opened and then their lips met. And he pulled away as
his head rested on hers. He kissed her lips gently again as he
stroked her face lightly. His mouth opened slightly and he closed
his lips around hers, Tessa whimpered faintly and he pulled back
and kissed her nose, her cheek, her head, and then her lips again
until finally he rested his forehead against her and rubbed his
nose across hers.

There was no tongue and her legs were
not wrapped around him. It was a gentle exploration, he very
intimately adored her face and lips with his.

“Damn,” Jade gasped, “I feel like I
should look away…but I can’t.”

Phoebe smiled, “That is so
hot.”

Alex looked at them both and
frowned.

“Ladies and Gentleman, It
is my honor and brings me immense pleasure to introduce you to Mr.
and Mrs. Collin Abraham,” Pastor Lou smiled and everyone
clapped.

“Shall we Mrs. Abraham?” Collin kissed
her neck lightly and wrapped his arm around her waist.

Tessa smiled up at him, “I Love you
Collin.”

“I have always loved you and I will
never stop,” he sealed his promise with a kiss and they walked down
the isle to the fellowship hall.

They stood and hugged everyone and
laughed and smiled.

“I have something to show you,” Collin
whispered to Tessa.

“Now?” she smiled.

“Oh Mrs. Abraham not that. My wedding
gift to both of us. Please excuse us for a moment,” he smiled and
walked Tessa back into the sanctuary.

They walked down the right side past
the pews and turned her towards the window and wrapped his arms
around her waist and kissed her, “For us.”

Tessa ran her hands across the stained
glass window and fought back tears.

Collin had replaced the old window
with one that was in all different hues of blue. It read

In Loving
Memory

Of our Beloved

Ann

Tessa began to shake slightly and he
held her closer.

“Are you alright?” he asked
softly.

“It’s… beautiful. Collin it’s
beautiful,” she turned and hugged him and cried softly on his
shoulder, she cleared her throat, “I love you so much.”

“And I you, you are my love, my life,
and now you Tessa are my wife. You have made me the happiest man in
the world today and I have made you cry on your wedding day. I am
certainly going to have to make up for that,” Collin hugged
her.

Tessa giggled, “They’re happy tears. I
am sure that is the sweetest thing anyone has ever done for
me.”

“Tessa, without her I never would have
met you. I owe her a lot more than a window. I did that for us Mrs.
Abraham. Your family, those in the past and those watching us from
over there,” he nodded and she looked as they all stood watching
them, “Made you who you are. And you have shown me more love than I
have ever known, ever. I will take care of your heart, mind, soul,
and body forever. I more than love you Tessa. I treasure you, I
adore you, and I will show you that until my last
breath.”

“My God could you be anymore perfect?”
Tessa kissed him, “I don’t deserve you but I will spend the rest of
my life trying my hardest to prove to you that you are my world
from now until… forever!”

He picked her up and kissed her hard
on the mouth, “We need to eat cake and get out of here, I want to
start taking care of your body as soon as possible.”

They ate cake and smiled when Pastor
Lou presented them with a black and white pastor size photo of
their first kiss.

Tessa’s family, immediate and
extended, went back to the beach houses. They would all stay there.
Collin and Tessa would be going to the hotel where they had stayed
almost a week ago.

~

He carried her over the threshold and
slowly set her on her feet.

She smiled and looked down, “Collin I
am very nervous.”

“You look beautiful
tonight,” he whispered in her ear and kissed it.

Collin kissed the top of her head, her
ear, her neck. She closed her eyes and began to melt. He turned her
around facing the window over looking the water. He unzipped her
dress slowly, it slipped off of her and fell to the floor. He
slowly undid the corset and with each eyelet he unhooked he lightly
kissed her back slowly down until it was undone and fell to the
floor. He kissed from hip to hip across her back and down her rear.
She felt his tongue at the base of her backside as he licked
upward, she gasped. Collin turned her around and kissed her lips
gently and moved slowly down her neck, across her collar bone and
to her breasts. Her nipples were erect, he took one in his mouth
and she gasped, his hand cupped the other and he lightly rubbed her
between his fingers. She began breathing deeply trying hard not to
move. Her hands found their way to his hair as he began to suck and
tug at her hard aching nipples.

He was finally touching her and it was
amazing, her body loved every bit of it, just as she knew it
would.

He began moving down her stomach
covering it with light kisses until he reached her panties, he
slowly pulled them down and she stepped out of them. One hand went
back to her breast, he pulled a little harder at them and she let
out a quiet whimper. His other hand lifted her leg to his shoulder
and he let it rest there as he kissed her inner thigh. She
whimpered with each kiss, she was now pulling his hair a bit
harder, he lowered her leg and kissed her stomach, he used both
hands now to stimulate her breasts, he stood up and kissed her
again, he moved to her breast sucking harder and harder on them. He
undid his pants and they dropped to the floor. He took her hands
and slowly they moved to the bed. He lay on his side and her on her
back, he kissed her and his hands slide down her body and touched
her warmth, she had grabbed his erection and they both moaned at
the same time, into each other’s mouths. His fingers were between
her legs, circling her tender aching spot. He stopped kissing her
mouth and began moving lower and lower down her body, he was
anxious to taste her.

He moved between her legs and she
opened for him. He blew gently on her and parted her with his
tongue, she couldn’t keep still, he put his hands on her hips and
lifted her feet so that they rested on his back, he tugged at her
lightly with his teeth and used his very strong tongue to satisfy
her, she yelled out his name as her body exploded. He moved up to
her stomach kissing gently and then her breast was again in his
mouth, she burned everywhere, her body actually ached.

Collin grabbed a condom off of the
nightstand and put it on, and he began to slowly push into her with
his rock hard shaft. She was still reacting to the assault by his
mouth when he pushed further into her.

“You are so tight Tessa and wet, so
wet for me,” he growled.

He entered slowly, filling
her, stretching her beyond what she had ever experienced, it was
full, too full. Tessa tensed and he pulled back slightly. His hips
circled slowly hitting that spot, Oh
God she thought as she dug into his back.
She began to pant and she pulled his hair as he moved gently in and
out, her hips met his and she cried softly into his
chest.

He loved hearing her and moved faster
and harder into her. She came again and he slowly continued to push
into her.

“That better, “Collin growled between
his clenched teeth.

“I love you,” she gasped, “God I love
you so much.”

He moved faster and harder, “Tell me
again Tessa,” he growled.

“I LOVE YOU,” she yelled out as she
began feeling another orgasm.

“Oh God, oh God Collin. I Love you.”
she yelled and fell apart again.

“Look at me, look what you do to me,”
he growled as she felt him jerk inside her.

“God Tessa!” he said as he
fell onto her and finally breathed out loudly.

He rolled over on his back and pulled
her onto him and covered her face with kisses.

“I love you Tessa,” he
whispered.

“I love you Collin,” she
said.

He sat up with her on his lap and
rolled so she was on her back under him. He started to pull out and
she squeezed him inside her.

“Tessa?” Collin growled.

“Don’t take it out, stay,” she asked
wrapping her arms and legs around him.

He laughed, “You hugged
me.”

She squeezed again, “Ya like that,
that’s fucking hot. I need you again and that means I need to
change this condom or we will have a mess.”

He pulled out swiftly and she gasped
and pulled her knees together tightly.

Tessa sat up and watched him, when he
noticed her he laughed.

“What are you doing?” he
asked.

“Checking out your stuff,” she
giggled.

“You want to sit there and watch or
will you lay back down so I can have you again?” he
smiled.

“I was actually thinking how much I
would like to have you this time,” she said and pushed him down,
“Without this.”

Tessa licked her lips and looked at
him. He smiled a sexy half smile and sat up against the
headboard.

“Loose the blanket Tessa,” he spoke in
a soft yet authorative voice.

Tessa let the blanket fall and took in
a deep breath and said softly, “You can’t watch me.”

“I can’t look away,” he leaned down
and kissed her softly and pulled her onto his lap.

“I love you,” he whispered against her
cheek, “I want you,that can wait.”

Tessa kissed him and moved down his
neck, she paused as she licked down the center of his throat, he
moaned and she moved to his chest. She briefly looked up into his
eyes deep and dark with desire, his lips curled softly and she
closed her eyes and moved back up and kissed his mouth and he
groaned as he reached over to the nightstand and grabbed a condom.
Tessa took it from him and slide down his lap and opened it. She
took his hard large shaft in her hand and his head tilted back and
a growl escaped his lips. Tessa looked up as she stoked him gently
and his nostrils flared and jaw clenched as he bit down hard, his
lips separated and his teeth were slightly bared. The muscles in
his jaw flexed.

It was so raw his response
to her touch, almost animal like. Tessa was so turned on by his
show of emotion that she began to kiss his chest and down his happy
trail, screw happy he is not happy this is
his exultant trails, she thought as she
kissed his hard toned abs and down to the finely manscaped area
just above his hard thick long penis. Her mouth kissed and licked
and nipped her way down the V and she sucked lightly on his inner
thigh.

“Fuck!” he growled.

Tessa’s tongue lightly skimmed across
his erection and to his left inner thigh were she sucked again. His
erection twitched, his hands grabbed the sheets as he growled
again. She went back and took his shaft in her hands and stroked
him as her tongue lightly flicked his wide throbbing purple tip.
She was rewarded with a small bead formed at its peak and she
sheathed her teeth and sucked hard on him.

“Tessa,” her name slipped out followed
by a deep guttural sound.

She moved one hand to cup his sack as
she continued sucking and his knees raised so his feet were firmly
planted on the bed. She licked down him tonguing the veins that
throbbed down the full length of him and his toes curled digging
into the bed.

“Damn…,” he growled as he grabbed the
headboard behind him as his hips thrust forward.

Tessa sucked hard as he thrust into
her mouth, she could not take the whole length of him and when he
pushed hard she gagged slightly, he stopped.

“Sorry, damn… you suck me so fucking
good,” he growled.

Tessa felt a burn in her belly. She
was completely turned on by how he reacted to her. Her tongue
flicked across his head and down him, she licked and sucked his
sack and he yelled out a variety of curses as she sucked one ball
and the next gently in her mouth.

“I need you, damn it…” he
growled.

Tessa moved back to his head and
hollowed her cheeks as she sucked hard on him.

“You need to stop before I come,” he
said as his toes dug in deeper and she heard the headboard creek
loudly.

She shook her head no as she
continued. She felt the first hot thick burst and he groaned loudly
as she pumped him with her fist and swallowed. The next hot burst
was harder to swallow and she felt him twitch again and looked up
readying herself for another mouthful. He was biting his lip, one
nostril raised and twitched as he watched her. She felt him twitch
and pumped him harder and looked at his steaming eyes. His upper
lip curled slightly and she opened her mouth so he could watch
himself come in it.

He threw his head back and yelled out
her name until he was completely empty.

Tessa swallowed and sat up on her
knees and watched him try to pull himself together.

“My God,” he breathed out and reached
down and pulled her onto him.

Tessa giggled and wrapped her arms
around him.

Collin saw her knees clench together
and took her hand and sucked gently on her finger. He covered her
hand with his and lowered it between her legs. Tessa started to
pull her hand away and he held it firmly and shook his head no. His
hand guided hers rubbing her clit and she moaned.

He lifted her hand to his mouth and
sucked there fingers and moaned, “You taste divine.”

She gasped and his hand took hers
again. His other hand pulled her knees apart widely and kissed her
neck and moaned. He pulled her between his legs and hooked his
ankles around her knees and spread her wider. He bent over her
shoulder and kissed her neck. She glanced over her shoulder and he
captured her lips with his.

He dragged her hand with his down her
belly and rubbed her aching sweet spot with his thumb, she moaned
into his mouth. He guided her finger up to the spot now throbbing
and ready to burst. He watched over her shoulder as their fingers
brought her to orgasm again.

He pulled the blanket up around them
and smiled at her and kissed her.

“You have no idea the effect you have
on me Tessa Abraham,” he kissed her again.

“Touché Mr. Abraham,” she yawned and
he smiled.

“A brief rest?” he asked.

“Yes please,” she said and curled into
his arms and drifted off to sleep.

Collin woke to Tessa draped over his
body both of them still completely naked. He rubbed her back and
kissed her head. He looked at the clock, it was only midnight. He
felt her stir.

He gently ran his hands down her hair
and whispered, “Shhh” until he felt her relax again.

He could not go back to sleep, her
tits rose and fell with each sweet breath she took and
released.

He felt himself
harden, easy boy, he thought. Damn it go to
sleep! He told himself. She whimpered and
softly moaned and he couldn’t stop it from happening.

He let out a slow deep breath and
scrunched his eyes together and shook his head. He felt his cock
growing as it hit her belly.

She stirred a bit and he
shook his head, I will be so embarrassed
if she wakes up, she is going to think I have the self control of a
thirteen year old boy and she is going to go running for the hills,
DOWN BOY! He thought.

He opened his eyes and looked down
when he felt her stir again.

“Hi,” she smiled.

“Hi,” he said back his face felt
hot.

“Did you miss me?” she
giggled.

“Sorry that’s …embarrassing,” he tried
to explain.

She sat up and looked down at his
erection.

“There is nothing to be embarrassed
about…that I can see,” she smiled.

“Tessa your tits were rubbing all over
me and these little moans escaped your mouth and I could do nothing
to stop it from happening, I am sorry,” he said and sat
up.

Tessa smiled, “I think you like
me.”

“Well I think you’re correct,” he
laughed shyly.

“Well I am pretty sure we are married
right, that wasn’t just a dream?” she smiled.

“We are definitely married,” he smiled
and grabbed her hand and kissed the ring.

“Well the way I see it, what’s mine is
yours and if you wake up and want what’s yours you should take it.
I mean you are wasting all that and that is definitely not
something you should ever waste,” she giggled.

“Let me clarify what you just said,
anytime I want?” he asked.

“Yes please, unless I say no or we
have fought or…,” she giggled as he pounced on her.

“I love you Mrs. Abraham,” he said and
kissed her neck.

“Not as much as I am loving you right
now,” she giggled as she stroked him gently.

~

Tessa woke and looked down. He held
one of her breasts in his hand. His knee was between her legs
pressing snuggly against her crotch. She smiled and bit her lip
trying to stifle a giggle. His eyes blinked and then opened and he
looked down at her surprised.

“Oh God Tessa I am sorry,” he said
when he was aware of his bodies placement.

Tessa laughed and kissed him quickly,
“I need to use the bathroom.”

He heard the shower running and
knocked on the door, “Are you okay in there?”

Tessa opened the door and was wrapped
in a thick white towel, “Everything is fine, better than fine are
you okay?”

“Did that offend you?” he asked
quickly.

She smiled, “No not at all. It was
nice to wake up like that.”

His face flashed relief, “So you were
serious last night about whenever I wanted you?”

“Yes,” she said and smiled.

He walked past her and grabbed his
toothbrush, “So that means I can join you in the
shower?”

“Yes please,” she said and dropped the
towel and walked into the shower.

She heard him growl behind her and she
smiled.

He stepped in the shower and grabbed a
washcloth and squirted bath soap on it. Tessa was rinsing the
shampoo out of her hair when she felt him rubbing her neck, she
opened her eyes and he stopped and turned away. He turned back and
handed her a washcloth and bent his neck to the side.

“Here first,” he smiled.

They slowly and thoroughly washed each
other’s bodies. He squirted conditioner in his hand and massaged it
in her hair, she felt the pressure of his erection pushing against
her belly and smiled.

She reached down and gently stroked
him.

“I am not done with you yet
beautiful,” he turned her around and rinsed the conditioner from
her hair and started cleaning her back. Each place he washed he
would rinse and kiss her and nip gently.

“Hands on the wall Tessa,” his voice
deep and direct.

He bent her slightly and washed her
backside. As she anticipated him entering her from behind she
started moaning as he washed down her legs.

He stood up and gently pushed her feet
apart with his and reached under her and washed between her legs
stopping to pay special attention to her sweet spot causing her to
close her knees slightly.

“No Tessa, not yet,” he whispered
against her neck.

She felt him against her and moaned
again, this time louder.

She heard his deep throaty chuckle as
he brought the wash cloth from front to back as he cleaned her ass.
He skimmed lightly and she clenched her cheeks together. He brought
his hand around her waist and pressed down on her throbbing ball of
nerves and she groaned. He washed her ass slightly harder this time
and circled her with the cloth, she heard him growl and then he was
on his knees under her licking her hard and slow. Her legs spread
wider as he held one hand behind him holding is arched body as he
devoured her. His other hand still applying light pressure from
behind. She moaned and felt the onset of electrical pulses between
her legs and cried out. His hand from behind replaced his mouth and
his thumb circled her and two fingers went in bringing her to
scream out his name. She felt him kissing her behind and then she
felt the pressure of his tongue rimming her.

Tessa gasped and started to fall. He
quickly stood and grabbed her waist and thrust deeply into her over
and over as she screamed out his name and when he was ready he
pulled out and she felt him come on her back.

Holy Hell, that was so
hot? She thought to herself.

He didn’t miss a beat. As she rested
her head and arms against the shower wall he cleaned her again from
front to back and then himself. He pulled her gently into him and
kissed her neck and shoulders and turned her around to face
him.

“I can’t get enough of you,” he
growled as he lifted her and carried her to the bed kissing her
neck and chest he lay her down.

Tessa looked down and he was half hard
and growing again.

He grabbed a condom and rolled it on,
“You are going to tell me when you have had enough. God what are
you doing to me?”

He kissed her lips hard and down her
neck, “Ridiculous how bad I need you.”

“No fucking self control, your smell,
your taste….”l

His lips vibrated down her body as he
stammered about his need for her which opened the flood gates and
rid her of the fear of not being able to respond to his
touch.

As soon as they finished he lifted
himself up and kissed her softly on the mouth.

“I am going to end up
killing you,” he scolded himself.

“Hmm death by fucking… I can think of
worse ways to go,” she giggled and he smiled.

“I love you Tessa Abraham,” Collin
said before collapsing onto her.

Tessa closed her eyes as she was
spread out naked under him with his head buried in her neck. She
fell asleep.

Collin lifted himself off of her and
smiled as he watched her sleep. He wanted to keep the covers off
but knew if he did he would be inside her again. He tucked her in
and she moaned and smiled.

He packed their bags and looked at the
clock, it was almost ten. Tessa had been asleep for an hour. Check
out was at eleven and he had ordered a catered brunch at the beach
house for her family. He sat back and watched her sleep and stood
up and walked away, he knew if he stayed there he would be waking
her up and she obviously needed her sleep.

At ten thirty her eyes started to open
and he smiled at her.

She sat up and stretched, “You look
amazing. Did you rest?”

He stood and grabbed her clothes, “No,
our bags are packed and your family will be expecting us in about
thirty minutes.”

He kissed her chastley and walked
away.

Tessa dressed and quietly she said,
“Okay I am ready.”

“Are you okay?” he asked.

“Yes but… never mind. Are you
alright?” she asked.

“But what Tessa?” he asked and a look
of panic set in his eyes.

“You just looked annoyed when I woke,
did I do something wrong?” she asked in a whisper.

“No Tessa. I however seem to be unable
to retain control of my desire when it comes to you. I apologize
and I won’t ask so much of you. I am sorry,” he said and looked
away.

Tessa grabbed his face and scowled,
“Don’t work too hard at it. I have never felt so good in my life.
You are AMAZING. I love you. Please don’t let that stop,” Tessa
said and hugged him.

“You’re sure?” he asked.

“Very,” she giggled.

“We should leave?” he
asked.

“I think we kind of have to,” she
smiled.

“We need to stop at a drug store, we
have run out of condoms,” he said and closed his eyes.

Tessa laughed as they walked out of
their room.







 CHAPTER 13

Tessa and Collin had decided that they
would fly back to Tessa’s hometown. He wanted to get to know her
family and he had promised Jack not to keep her away.

They returned to the farm and no one
was home.

“What would you like to do?” Tessa
asked.

“I think I would like to get to know
more about my wife, you know outside of the bedroom,” he
laughed.

Tessa grabbed her computer and sat on
the couch. She opened up her photos and took a deep
breath.

“Okay, this is Tommy, he
was Lucas’s best friend since childhood. He and Jade dated and he
was wonderful, he died in a car accident when Sadi was pregnant and
I was starting a relationship with Ben, a friend. He has been in my
life forever, his dad and my dad are friends. He means a lot to me
Collin but that is it, friends. Oh and Luke made them come watch
his band and I behaved badly onstage with Ben to hurt Luke or get
over him or both I don’t know. Anyways we were going home and well
the main part is we came upon the accident and he got me through
that loss even knowing that I would end up back with Luke to take
care of him. He is my friend. Jade didn’t know she was pregnant and
found out that day in the hospital. Jade lost her twin brothers in
a car accident a few years before that and her mother was never the
same. Jade has not seen her in years. But Ryan was friends with the
twins, Jade’s brothers and my cousins and well he loved her and
married her before the baby was born and they are amazing together.
Little Luke, named after Luke, is Lucas and my God son and so are
Riley and Jackson the two that Jade and Ryan have together. Do we
need a break?” she asked.

He shook his head no and kissed
her.

“Okay so I moved in with
Lucas when he attended SU on a football scholarship. It was a
choice I made because I found out I was pregnant, it ended at
twelve weeks, it was a tubal, but it was very hard. We did very
well for a few years and then when he was drafted things started
falling apart. Before we both graduated he surprised me by building
a house on land he bought from my father, which I have since bought
back some of the land and signed off the house. With the agreement
that my family gets first dibs on buying it back if he ever sold
it. Should I stop?” he shook his head no, “He was drafted by the
Jets.”

“Hold on your ex was a Pro football
player?” he asked.

“Yes Lucas Links, he played at SU. I
made him finish his degree,” she said and laughed, “and he is
currently with the Forty Niners, but got hurt pretty bad during pre
season. Last we talked he was going to go back to work for his
father because life was better then.”

“Okay I thought this was some hometown
punk ass kid,” Collin looked confused.

“He is,” she said and
laughed.

“Tessa it doesn’t seem that way,” he
said.

She rolled her eyes, “Well when he
went to meet with San Francisco he and I fought because I would not
miss my finals. I surprised him by flying out two nights before he
came home. I got a hotel key and went in and he was screwing some
chick. That was when things really fell apart. He also messed
around on me at SU and always promised to change, Collin are you
questioning why I am not with him?”

“No Tessa I didn’t think my
competition was as accomplished,” he said annoyed.

“I am going to shower, by the way this
is not a competition,” she said as she walked into the bathroom and
slammed the door and locked it.

When she came out he was still sitting
there looking at pictures, she walked past him and went upstairs to
change. When she came down he was in the shower. She walked outside
and played with Leia.

Collin walked outside to find
Tessa.

John waved to Collin and he walked
over to him, “How’s my girl?”

“She is upset with me right now,” He
said.

John laughed, “What did you
do?”

“I questioned her about her punk
ass…sorry John. I did not know Luke was a pro football player,”
Collin said disgusted.

Tessa walked in and changed to go for
a run. She went outside and took off down the road.

“Wow she is angry or
trying to work through something,” John said pointing at
Tessa.

Collin watched her and shook his head,
“This is one hell of a honeymoon.”

“Fix it” John laughed.

“How?” he asked.

“You’ll figure it out” John
said.

“John in two weeks I am going to
Ecuador, I want her to go with me as long as things are worked out
and security has wrapped up. Do you have any reservations about
that?” he asked.

“Nope,” he said.

An hour later Tessa came back and
Collin was outside. He hugged her.

“I don’t doubt how I feel
about you, about us. I just hope you don’t Tessa,” he looked down
at her.

“Collin, I want nothing more than to
spend forever with you, I said I do. I don’t know how much more I
can say about it,” she said.

“I believe you,” he said and hugged
her she held tightly to him, she loved him there was no doubt, even
his hug felt like it was meant for her.

A car pulled in the
driveway.

“Who is this?” he asked
kissing her head.

“Landon” she said quietly and Leia
growled.

“Perfect,” he said and heard John walk
up behind them and chuckle.

“Collin, Tessa I am here to thank you
for not pressing charges,” Landon said.

Tessa looked up at Collin and smiled.
“You’re welcome, she doesn’t believe he would hurt her and I trust
her.”

“He is hurting but knows he did it to
himself,” Landon looked at Tessa.

“Are you going to stay with him?” she
asked.

“I am for a couple days, I will see
what Audrianna thinks about coming up,” Landon replied.

“Okay because he is going to need
someone,” she said.

“Excuse me, have either of you ever
thought that he needs to figure it out for himself?” Collin asked
cynically.

“He lived alone for years taking care
of himself, with a drunk mother, he didn’t fare very well he needs
his family,” Tessa said looking at him.

“Alright Tessa but if he doesn’t learn
to do it for himself nothing is going to change for him and you
care about him and by not letting him figure it out for himself
you’re not doing him any good. He is an adult now, regardless of
what has happened to him he needs to be allowed time to become one.
I am not saying I know everything but you don’t teach someone
something and stand there and do it for them. And you don’t stop
being a parent either,” he said and looked at Landon.

“Well you two certainly are a perfect
match,” Landon said and laughed.

John laughed too.

“Pretty smart kids hu? I have it for a
couple days. John he would like to talk to you and Maggie, you have
all been his family and he truly loves you all,” Landon
smiled.

“Anytime,” John said.

“Thanks again, I will certainly miss
your spunk Tessa,” Landon said and left

John patted Tessa and Collin on the
back and walked back towards the shop.

“Tessa are you angry at me?” Collin
asked.

“Yes,” she said.

“You were a kid trying to teach him.
Do you understand that?” he asked.

“Yes you are probably right. But
that’s not why I am mad. I am mad because you doubted me. And from
past experience doubt ruins things. I don’t ever want us to fail
Collin,” Tessa said sadly.

“I won’t let us,” he hugged her
tightly to him.

They all sat at dinner and Collin
learned even more about his wife, she was going to be a handful and
it didn’t bother him at all. The challenge appealed to him, in more
ways than one.

The next morning he woke her up and
kissed her, he had already showered.

“Good morning,” he said
and kissed her again, “You fell asleep on me last
night.”

“It’s just weird here in my parent’s
house,” she said and kissed him back.

“Good to hear, we are going to take
off for awhile,” he said and pulled her on top of him and kissed
her again.

“Where are we going?” she
asked.

He pulled her shirt off and grabbed
her breast “It’s a surprise.”

“I don’t like surprises,” she replied
and pulled his shirt over his head.

“You will,” he said and laid her
down.

“Collin, not here,” she said and
pulled his pants down.

“Okay,” he said and took her panties
off.

He moved into her and she moaned, “I
said not here.”

“Ya but I am trained to know the
difference between a lie and the truth, and you were not telling
the truth. You took my pants off,” he smiled and kissed
her.

She laughed. And dug into his back,
she moaned his name and he kissed her.

“Shhh,” he
said.

“Are you crazy?” she asked and he
laughed.

“You better hold on and try to be
quiet,” he said into her neck as he nipped it lightly.

“Holy shit,” she said trying to catch
her breath. “Collin stop!”

“What’s wrong?” he asked clenching his
jaw.

“I am not on any type of birth
control,” she said as her eyes danced.

“You want children right?” he asked
curiously.

“Yes but we can wait until you’re
ready,” she said.

“I’m ready are you,” she smiled, “Say
the words beautiful.”

“Yes as long as you are I am,” she
said and smiled from ear to ear and covered her face he laughed and
lightly pushed her down.

“Let’s do it,” he said and kissed
her.

He was wild and after she hand reached
orgasm twice he whispered in her ear, “Boy or girl? Tell me what
you want.”

“Surprise me,” she giggled.

He pulled her up facing him and
smiled. She couldn’t move so he moved her and he finally released
into her as he held her tightly against him.

“So what is it going to be?” she asked
breathlessly.

He laid her down and put a pillow
under her butt elevating her hips.

“A surprise,” he said and
kissed her, “Don’t move for about ten minutes.”

Collin stood up and kissed her again
and walked towards the door.

She laughed “Where are you
going?”

“I can’t stay in here and watch you
like that for ten minutes,” he growled and his jaw
clenched.

“I love you” she yelled after him
laughing.

He ran downstairs and went into the
bathroom and washed up and shaved. She walked down the stairs still
laughing and walked into the bathroom.

“What are you doing Mrs.
Abraham?” he asked.

“Going to the bathroom,” she
said.

“With me in here,” he asked
amused.

She laughed, “Will that bother
you?”

“I don’t know really?” he said and
smiled, “Go ahead let’s see.”

He leaned against the counter and
looked at her making her uncomfortable.

“Get out, now I can’t,”
she said and laughed.

He laughed, “You’ll have to
eventually”

“No I won’t,” she said and stood
up.

He was still laughing when he walked
out into the kitchen.

“Good God are you two
about done?” Alex said.

“Oh I am so sorry, I didn’t know
anyone was home,” he said.

Tessa walked out and saw his face and
scowled at Alex.

“I am, we are so sorry,”
he said nervously.

“Tessa what the hell is he doing to
you up there?” Alex asked. “All the times I walked into your old
place you never sounded like that are you okay?”

Tessa laughed and looked at Collin who
looked nervous and beat red, she laughed until her belly
hurt.

“Do you want to tell him
Collin?” she asked still laughing.

“No not really,” he said quickly and
looked down.

She laughed harder and Alex shook his
head.

“You mean to tell me Phoebe doesn’t
sound like that?” she said wiping her tears away.

“She is still alive isn’t she?” Alex
gasped dramatically.

“You need to unleash on your wife
Alex,” she said still smiling and trying to catch her breath. “Tell
him Collin what you were doing to me.”

“Tessa this is uncomfortable for me
and your brother,” Collin scolded.

“Sorry,” she said and smiled. “Alex he
and I were having sex.”

“The best sex I have ever
had,” she whispered and walked into the bathroom and
showered.

She got dressed and came downstairs,
“Can we go visit Phoebe and then Jade before we leave?”

“Yes,” he said smiling.

“What?” she asked.

“You, you make me very happy,” he said
and kissed her.

“You make me happy too,” she said and
kissed him back.

~

Tessa and Collin went to Phoebe’s and
he held Remington while Tessa helped Phoebe put food in freezer
bags, they had an overwhelming amount of it since the baby was
born.

“Can we stay so I can make
her take a nap, she has got to be tired with Alex still in
school.”

“Of course,” he said and held
him.

Tessa smiled as she
watched Collin hold him, he is going to be
a good father.

They went to Jade’s and the kids were
acting like animals she laughed and watched how he reacted to them.
He wasn’t as relaxed with them but not put off either, which made
her happy.

“Where is Uncle Lucas?”
Lukie asked.

“I’m not sure, but I want you to meet
someone who is very special to me Lukie okay?” they walked out and
Tessa introduced them.

“You’re not marrying Uncle Lucas?” he
asked.

“No that didn’t work out buddy, but he
loves you and so do I,” she said, “and you’re going to love Collin
someday too.”

“Okay so there’s more people to love,
that’s not a bad thing… baby” he said and laughed.

Tessa laughed hard.

Jade came out “What is so
funny?”

“He is,” she said. “He is very funny
he just called me baby, like on purpose Jade.”

They both laughed.

“Why is that funny?” Collin
asked.

Tessa told him that Luke always called
her that, and she didn’t like it at all anymore.

“Collin how was she? You never
called,” Jade asked and Ryan walked in.

“Very quiet, she doesn’t like to talk
during sex and she lay’s there and makes me do all the work,” he
said and smiled at Tessa.

“That sucks Collin I’m sorry,” Jade
said and laughed.”You two want to stay for dinner?”

“We would love to but we are actually
going to take off for awhile,” Tessa smiled politely.

“Where and how long?” Jade said
knowing exactly why Tessa looked confused.

Collin shook his head looking at the
two of them. “We can stay, we leave in the morning and it’s a
surprise.”

“Well Collin I would ask you to call
me when you got there but you have disappointed me already,” Jade
smiled.

“I will make sure you are not
disappointed before you fall asleep tonight Jade,” Ryan whispered
in her ear as he walked in the house.

They ate dinner and Ryan and Collin
talked about Ryan’s work. And Collin learned he worked for Landon
and when the girls went into clean up he told him about Lucas and
what he had done for them.

“He isn’t a bad guy he just sucked
with Tessa, I am glad she has you, and you have to be good to her
Collin she deserves nothing less,” Ryan demanded.

“I don’t like him because he could
have killed her that day, I don’t doubt that he became a good
person how could he not be after spending four or five years with
her. I will never hurt her intentionally,” he assured Ryan, “You
all need to let him grow up, or he will be lost. She cares for him
and I don’t want to see her beating herself up because he can’t
function without her. You are a good man Ryan and you have a
beautiful home and family, not because of him but because of what
you have done.”

They said goodbye and hugged the
kids.

“Goodbye Collin, be nice
to my baby” Lukie laughed.

“I will but you be good for your mommy
and daddy,” he said and high fived him.

“Deal,” said Lukie.







 CHAPTER 14

They walked into the airport early the
next morning and Collin handed Tessa her ticket, they were going to
Hawaii for ten days. She was excited and he took a picture of Tessa
smiling and holding the ticket and sent it to Jade, Phoebe and her
parents, they all texted back.

“Have you ever had sex on an
airplane?” he whispered in her ear.

“Have you?” she asked.

“Not while in flight,” he
winked.

When they landed she was exhausted,
there is no way possible that the flight attendant didn’t catch on
to what was going on, apparently letting this kind of behavior go
on was a perk of first class.

“Are you tired beautiful?” he
asked.

“Exhausted,” she smiled.

“I can’t wait to show you the place I
picked, it’s a bungalow,” he kissed her.

“Why not a hotel?” she
asked.

“Your loud,” he laughed.

“Your fault,” she said and grabbed his
butt.

“When do you menstruate?” he asked and
she laughed. ”What?”

“I don’t know, we usually say get your
period or when does your situation arise,” she said and
giggled.

“Well when?” he asked.

“Two or three weeks,” she
smiled.

“Perfect,” he said, “We are going to
have fun Tessa Abraham.”

“I don’t doubt that at all,” she said
and kissed him.

They stayed on Mauba Lani bay in a
private bungalow with a private pool and a round-the-clock butler
service. It was beautiful. It faced the ocean and they swam with
turtles as big as Leia and dolphins. They went snorkeling, hiking,
and cliff diving. They talked about there families and their dreams
for their future. He didn’t touch his phone the entire time but
knew that every night she snuck into the bathroom and called home.
They made love every day, several times a day. Collin dismissed the
butler, he was asked to come only when they were out, after the
ordeal with Alex, Tessa pretty much thought Collin would be scarred
for life.

The day before they left he wanted a
couple hours to talk. He scheduled it with her by text. He was
funny and charming and loved her, she didn’t care about his past
because it molded the perfect man who was now her husband. When she
thought about Lucas she no longer felt like it was her duty to make
things right for him but desperately prayed he would be. Even
though she used the words care for him, without love she wouldn’t
care and she knew she would love him forever. Her love for Collin
was the strongest she had ever felt in her life, there was no doubt
or jealousy. Although she had not had to be away from him for very
long she just knew when she was it would be alright.

“When we get back I have to be in
Ecuador for two weeks. I have asked your father if it’s alright for
you to come with me, and he said that it was as long as it was with
you,” he said and watched for her reaction.

“I would love to but I have to start
working sometime” she said and laughed.

“My wife doesn’t have to work,” he
smiled.

He didn’t get the reaction he was
hoping for.

“Okay that’s important to you,” he
said seriously.

“Yes actually it is, but I want to be
with you.”

He watched her deep in thought
struggling to figure it out.

“Let me make this easy for you, when
we go to these little villages in the middle of nowhere we help
them set up housing and structures. But it’s much more than that,
Tomas and the group you saw on the deck help them learn about
security and train them to be able to sustain and maintain the
village that they help build so that they are vested and have
learned to do it alone with little help when we leave. What funds
the majority of this is our health program. I have a group of
doctors and nurses, the majority are interns that give
immunizations and teach the women how to take care of themselves
and their children, while the men focus on security and learning
how to provide the necessities for their village. We could work
beside each other every day Tessa doing great things for people who
truly have no idea that life could be anything but awful, but are
perfectly content with nothing. We don’t give it to them they work
for it,” he said. “Do you have any questions?”

“A couple,” she said.

“Okay shoot.”

She smiled at him, “You truly are
amazing.”

“That wasn’t a question, but I am glad
you think so,” he smiled and took her hands.

“How long do these trips take?” she
asked

“Well my part has always been a month
or more. But I have found a reason to put a little faith in my
people,” he smiled, “so this particular trip will last about two
weeks, but I have always stayed involved for years making sure
everything was alright.”

“Is there private housing?” she asked
and tried not to smile.

He laughed, “No but there will
be.”

“When can I start?” she asked and
smiled at him.

He hugged her, “Thank you, alright now
where do we set up home base?”

“Where do you want to?” she
asked.

“Where will you be happiest?” and he
looked at her. “Alright I have an idea, the place we ate lunch when
you tried to kill me, you know the hay barn fiasco, there use to be
a structure there that burnt down right?”

“Yes. Doe Camp,” she laughed and he
looked confused.

She explained about the camp and the
fire and that Lucas’s house bordered it but from a great
distance.

“Do you think your father would sell
us the land, and if so would you like to build there?” he
asked.

She couldn’t contain herself, she
jumped on his lap and kissed him.

“YES! But are you okay with that?” she
asked trying to calm herself.

“I wouldn’t have asked if I wasn’t,”
he smiled.

~

John agreed to the sale of the land as
long as the same agreement was reached that Lucas and Tessa had
come up with. Collin told him that wasn’t necessary it would all be
in his wife’s name. John liked this man.

Tomas pulled in shortly after they had
arrived. “It’s not ready yet Collin.”

“Unbelievable,” Collin said as Tessa
watched her husband pace around the driveway trying to figure out
something.

“Tomas what did you do to my husband,
he has been perfectly happy until you arrived” she said and
laughed.

She wrapped her arms around him,
“What’s wrong Collin?”

“Thank you for coming to my rescue
beautiful but I do need a few minutes with Tomas, I will be in in
just a few minutes,” he kissed her.

“Come in happy” she said as she walked
away.

“It will be in two weeks, there is
nothing more I can do to speed up the process any more, we knew
this might be a problem. I can go back if you’d like,” Tomas
offered.

“No, I am going to need you here,” he
said. “I will call you in a few hours.”

He walked in and grabbed Tessa’s hand,
“We need to talk.”

“Okay” she said, “Is everything
alright?”

“No, it’s going to be another two
weeks before we are ready for civilians,” he frowned and then
looked angry.”

“Alright,” she said and felt a lump in
her throat.

“Tessa, this is not what I want but I
have to be there,” he said.

“Okay, I can go back to the Cape and
wait for you,” she said quietly.

“Why would you do that, your family is
here,” he asked, “Oh you’re worried about Luke.”

“No I am worried that you will be
worried about him. I love you Collin,” she said and tears started
to form.

“Tessa I know that and I am not
worried about you and him. I am concerned that you don’t believe me
when I tell you that. I trust in what we have,” he hugged her.
“What I am concerned with is that you’re going to be angry about
this.”

“No it was already in the plans before
we got married, I just can’t wait until I can go with you,” she
said softly with her head against his chest.

“You’re going to be busy. You have a
house to design. I want to be in it by Christmas,” Collin smiled
and caressed her face.

~

They spent the next week planning for
the following two weeks. They flew back to the Cape and he reminded
her of all the places he said he wanted her. He did not disappoint.
He had asked that she put all important dates in his iPhone, he
wanted to know birthdays and anniversaries and anything that was
important to her. He gave her a list of must have’s for the house
and told her whatever she wanted she should add to it. He didn’t
care what the design was or the colors she chose. He wanted her to
find a contractor who was good and could start
immediately.

They flew back to Tessa’s family the
day before he left and spent the afternoon with Jake, John, and
Maggie. They ate dinner and relaxed in the living room with family
and Leia who had missed them terribly, before heading to the
airport hotel.

~

Tessa woke as Collin stroked her face
gently, “Sorry I fell asleep.”

“Don’t be sorry, you were tired. Lets
get in and get you to bed,” Collin smiled and kissed her
head.

They entered their room and he set the
bags on the sofa. Tessa walked into the bathroom.

Collin brought their toothbrushes and
night clothes in and brushed his teeth.

Tessa watched him as he carefully
brushed each tooth and looked in the mirror inspecting his work. He
rubbed the stubble on his face and took a deep breath and noticed
her grinning in the mirror.

“Mrs. Abraham what is so amusing?” he
asked a bit self consciously.

Tessa turned his face to her and
rubbed and stroked his face with the tips of her nails, “I like
this.”

His eyes brightened,
“Really?”

“Really,” she said and sat on the
bathroom counter and pulled him towards her.

She pulled his shirt over his head as
he leaned forward so she could take it off him. She let it fall on
the floor. She looked at his chest and skimmed her nails over the
sparse hairs that lay across his chest and down his
belly.

“I like this to,” Tessa
said and liked her lips and swallowing trying to wet her dry
mouth.

She pushed him back gently and stood
up, “These are nice but need to go.”

Tessa unbuckled his belt, unbuttoned
and unzipped his pants and they fell to the ground. She pulled his
boxers briefs down. She unbuckled her bra and looked up in his eyes
as it fell to the ground.

Collin started to reach for her and
she stepped back and shook her head no.

He let out a deep breath and crossed
his arms in front of his chest.

Tessa walked towards him and uncrossed
his arms and set them at his sides. She kissed his neck and worked
her way to his collarbone. She stepped back and looked down at his
growing erection and looked up as he was staring at her chest
biting the corner of his lower lip as his nostrils flared
slightly.

Tessa cupped her breast lightly and
tugged at her nipples and he stepped towards her again.

“No” she whispered and continued
lightly rubbing her nipples.

“Tessa,” he growled.

She walked towards him and kissed his
chest holding his arms to his sides and slowly moved down. She
lightly flicked her tongue across the tip and his thick hard cock
twitched. She looked up at him as his jaw clenched and he let out a
soft deep groan.

Tessa cupped her breasts again and
lowered herself until she was at the right height to encase his
erection between her breasts and moved up and down.

“Tessa, fuck,” he moaned and pulled
her hair back so that he could watch.

With each upward thrust she sucked
hard on his head and he groaned.

His hands took her breasts and he
pushed them tightly around him and his hips rocked into them as she
sucked him. She cupped his sack and slowly, gently rolled them and
caressed them. She felt them tighten and pull upward
slightly.

The first hot burst hit her lips and
he cursed. Tessa opened her mouth and he let go of her breasts and
grabbed the counter behind him. His teeth clenched together as he
looked down and watched her milk him onto her chest and when he was
empty she licked him clean as he rubbed his come across her
nipples.

“My God Tessa,” he said and pulled her
up into him.

Tessa kissed his neck and giggled, “We
need a shower.”

“How about a bath?” he
asked.

He didn’t wait for an answer and
quickly turned and started the bathwater. Tessa added oils and
bubble bath. Collin pulled her pants and underpants off and he got
in the bathtub.

Tessa brushed her teeth and stepped
in. Collin sat up lifted her leg so that her foot rested on the
edge of the tub. He grabbed her from the back and she held herself
with her hands on his shoulders as he buried his nose between her
legs.

He breathed in deeply as his fingers
dug into her backside holding her snug against his face. He licked
between her legs and she cried out his name. He sucked hard on her
clit until it was almost too much to bare. Her knee began to buckle
and he held her still as he continued licking and sucking until she
fell apart.

“You taste so good Tessa,” he said as
he lifted her leg and set it in the water. He stood and turned her
towards the wall and bent her at the waist.

“Hands on the wall,” he instructed
forcefully.

“I don’t think I can stand Collin,”
she cried softly as he pushed his finger inside her.

“I got you,” he said and wrapped his
arm around her waist.

He rubbed his wide head outside her
opening and she moaned.

“Tessa,” he groaned and continued as
he fed himself into her slowly inch by inch until he was half in
her.

He pulled out and shoved two fingers
in her and she cried out his name.

He slowly entered her again and she
pushed back hard and yelled out. They met each other thrust for
thrust until she felt another orgasm start and he felt her start to
crumble.

Collin held her against him and one
hand on the wall and pounded into her.

”I love you Tessa,” he grunted
repeatedly until she felt him jerk inside her as he filled her
full.

He pulled her back and sat in the tub
still inside her.

“I love you,” Tessa said
breathlessly.

Collin kissed her neck and pushed her
gently forward as he washed her back.

“Tessa turn around,” he whispered
against her neck.

“Uh uh,” she said softly.

“Let’s finish up our bath and get you
into bed,” he said with a smile in his voice.

“No I don’t want to,” she
whispered.

Collin laughed and he felt her holding
her breath a bit.

“What’s going on Tessa,” he lifted her
chin and looked down at her. She was trying not to cry.

“Tessa did I hurt you, God I am so
sorry. I…” Collin was upset with himself.

“No, I just don’t want you to go,” she
said as the tears rolled down her cheek.

“Ok I can try to figure something out
please don’t cry Tessa….please,” he started to pull her
up.

“No!” she snapped and held her hand
against were there bodies still connected.

Tessa started to laugh and
cry.

“What can I do Tessa just tell me,” he
kissed her neck.

Tessa laughed again, “I am being
ridiculous! I want you in me and I know you have to go and I am
going to miss you.”

She laughed harder.

“Tessa?”

She started to stand and moaned when
she felt his cock leaving her.

“I have problems,” she said and turned
and hugged him burying her face into his neck.

He held her tightly and lifted her
chin and cocked his head to the side.

“I hope this doesn’t upset you and
just so you’re aware, if you need me to stay I will figure it out.
I don’t think that’s your problem though Tessa. Don’t get me wrong,
making love to you, that connection with you is amazing, never in
my life have I felt …Tessa I can’t get enough of you in any way.
It’s you, all of you, my God it’s insane. You need to remember that
I am not him. I cannot imagine…Tessa I love you and I will never do
anything to make you not trust that you are part of me, connected
in body or otherwise, I will never, look at me Tessa, never hurt
you. That is not an idol promise, that’s the truth as much as I
need air in my lungs, I need you in my heart always.”

Tessa‘s tears fell harder and she
hugged him tighter, “I love you.”

“I know Tessa, I know that,” he held
her until she started to fall asleep.

“Tessa we need to get out of here,” he
lifted her chin and kissed her lips gently.

Tessa let out a deep breath and stood
up. He wrapped her in a towel and they walked into the bedroom laid
in bed and fell asleep entangled in each other.

~

“These are the safest
vehicles on the market,” he said pointing at the list. “Keep in
mind we are going to have a family, pick which one you would
like.”

“I have the Jeep,” she
said.

“Tessa I think it’s time to retire
that thing,” he laughed. “It’s just a car you still have your
memories.”

“I don’t care I want you to choose,”
she said and rubbed his hand.

“Are you okay? You seem…distant,”
Collin asked.

“I am tired that’s all,” she smiled
and kissed his hand, “You choose the only thing I want is Navy Blue
like the Jeep and …”

“All wheel drive, that driveway is
going to be a beast in the winter,” he smiled.

Tessa laughed, “A beast
hu?”

“Why does that amuse you?” he smiled
back.

“You, you growl,” she
giggled.

“I what?” he laughed.

“You growl when well you know,” she
kissed his cheek and sat back.

“That’s your fault, beyond my
control,” he smiled.

“Did I embarrass you?” she
asked.

“No. Your body responds nicely to that
sound. Not embarrassed Tessa at all,” he pulled into the
dealership.

“We will however need to christen that
vehicle you just …fuck you drive me mad,” he growled.

Tessa laughed, “Like that.”

Collin rubbed his hand across her
chest and her nipples tightened to his touch, “Like
that.”

He squeezed her nipple and kissed her
quickly and got out and walked around and opened her
door.

She glared at him and rolled her
eyes.

“Did I embarrass you?” he
whispered.

“Yes!” she snapped and walked
away.

Collin chose a blue Audi Q5 Premium
SUV with all wheel drive.

His plane left after a tearful
goodbye.

Tessa drove home in her new
vehicle.


Chapter 15

Tessa worked hard on the plans for the
house. Collin and Tessa texted back and forth all week. They spoke
in the morning and before bed. She missed him terrible.

Sunday after church she went to Jade’s
for lunch.

“The first birthday I missed of yours
Tessa, unacceptable,” Jade said and hugged her.

They ate lunch and Tessa was showing
her the slides of their honeymoon when Lucas walked in.

“Did you have a good time Tessa?” he
asked and she jumped.

“Yes,” she said and turned it
off.

“Don’t stop on my account, Jessie and
I would love to see them,” he said sarcastically.

They walked in and sat
down.

“I don’t think this is a good time for
this Luke,” Jade said.

“It’s fine,” Tessa said. “Hello
Jessie.”

“Hello Tessa, I am sorry about the
festival, I was drunk,” she said sincerely.

“I accept your...” she
started.

“Apology, she accepts your apology,”
Luke said and looked at her. “So where did you go?”

“Hawaii, on Mauba Lani bay,” she
said.

They watched as the pictures flipped
through, there was a picture of her laying on her back her hair
tossed all over the place and she was sleeping with a smile on her
face. Luke looked at her.

“You look happy,” he said
annoyed.

“I am,” she said and walked out of the
room.

She called Collin, “Hey I miss
you.”

“I miss you beautiful, what’s going on
are you having fun with Jade?” he asked.

“I am, listen Luke and Jessie just
walked in if you want me to leave I will, but they are actually
watching our honeymoon slide show with Jade as we speak. And by the
way you take pictures of me when I sleep?” she asked and
laughed.

“Tessa go turn that off now,” he said
insistently.

“Okay I am sorry,” she walked in the
living room and say pictures of her sun bathing at there private
pool in nothing but her bottoms.

She ran to the TV and shut it
off.

“Collin,” she snapped.

“Sorry beautiful,” he
laughed.

“You’re bad,” she
whispered.

“I trust you Tessa but if he steps out
if line…forget it Jades there right?” he asked and
laughed.

“Yes,” she laughed, “I will call you
when I leave, I love you.”

“Wow nice pictures,” Jade said and
laughed.

“I’m sorry I didn’t know,” Tessa said
and looked down.

“Where is your husband Tessa?” Luke
asked. She looked at him and he was clearly agitated and he shook
his head.

“He is in Ecuador,” she
said.

“Oh, why?” he asked.

“On business,” she said.

“So soon? How do you feel about that,”
he asked.

“I miss him,” she said and looked at
him. “But it’s alright.”

“Can I talk to you alone for a
minute?” he asked.

Tessa looked at Jessie, “Are you
alright with that?”

“Sure,” Jessie said.

They walked into the kitchen, “Can we
go upstairs for just a couple minutes?”

“No Luke,” she said.

“Then outside by the pool?” he
asked.

She followed him out and stood by the
glass doors with her arms crossed in front of her body.

“Are you really going to stay with
him?” he asked.

“Lucas, I love him. I married him, and
I trust him completely,” she said. “I am not doing this because I
am trying to hurt you or get over us, when I fell in love with him
and said yes to his proposal it had nothing to do with any hurt
feelings or the desire to hurt you. I am so sorry, but you have
moved on and so have I. I want you to still be…” she stopped. “Luke
are you hurting? Or am I wasting my breath, what do you need from
me? Please tell me.”

Her eyes started tearing
up.

“Tessa don’t cry. I am not sure how I
feel, I kind of feel numb. I feel my heart will never be whole
again. But if you’re happy, truly happy and he doesn’t hurt you and
he takes care of you like I could not, then I am happy for you,” he
hugged her.

“Lucas thank you” she said and pulled
away.

“Do you still love me?” he
asked.

“Why do you need to know that Luke?”
she asked looking down.

“Because through everything,
regardless of how I acted or what I did to ruin us I have always
loved you, and I always will. Even though you’re married and look
happy I love you, anyways,” he smiled and looked down.

“Oh Lucas, it breaks my heart still to
feel like I can’t help you through this and not because of any
other reason than I do love you. But it’s a different love than I
feel for Collin, I don’t know how to explain it. I’m sorry,” she
said and looked at him.

“So although I feel this way and even
though I know I will never stop, it is possible to love more than
one person?” he asked.

“In different ways, I guess. Like
family Luke, I would lay down and die for the people I love, and I
would do anything for them. You are part of that family of people I
would do anything for and know would have my back. But I am deeply
in love with Collin, it’s something I have never felt before, like
he was put here for me and me for him,” she looked down.

“Not to push here Tessa but the only
other man in your life that I was okay with was Toby. How do you
think we would feel about that,” he asked.

She laughed, “He would be happy for
me.”

“How do you know that?” he
asked.

“Collin served with him, and he was at
the funeral and after everyone left that day and I sat sobbing at
his grave, he was the man in uniform that appeared from the woods
and handed me a tissue Luke. And I think I told you that already
maybe you just don’t remember,” she said and smiled.

“Well I guess I have nothing more, I
want you to be happy Tessa. I now understand what you mean by you
needing me to be okay,” he hugged her briefly.

“You would really like him Luke, I
would not ever expect him to become your best friend or you to do
that either but you would really like him,” she said, "Hey how are
you and Jessie, is she possibly the one?”

He laughed, “No but she is fine for
now.”

“Luke, how are you going find the
right person if you can’t be alone for any length of time?” she
asked

“Well hello Pot meet Kettle” he said
and they both laughed, “I will try Tessa.”

“What else is going on you still seem
off to me, is your mom alright?” she asked.

“Yes, I came here today because I have
to lay Ryan off for a few months and I don’t want to, the only
other option is for him to go on the road for the winter and I
don’t want that for him or his family. Sorry it’s not your
problem,” he said and messed up her hair.

“No but I think I have a solution,”
she said and smiled.

“What’s up Ross? Or whatever your last
name is?”

“It’s Abraham and we are going to
build a house here and he wants it done by Christmas,” she said and
shook her head.

“He can do it, I will help” he said
and shook his head, “No I won’t. But he built our place and he did
it very quickly while working full time for Dad.”

“Will it bother you?” she
asked.

“No of course not, where are you
building?” he asked.

“We are kind of going to be neighbors”
she said and laughed.

“Does your husband know that?” he
laughed.

“Yes,” she said and smiled.

“Your building at the pond aren’t
you?” he asked.

She smiled, “Yes we are.”

Ryan and Lukie walked through the gate
and Lukie ran up to Tessa.

“Hey Baby,” she laughed
and so did Luke.

“That’s my line little man,” Luke said
and scooped him up and hugged him.

“Everything okay Tessa?” Ryan
asked.

“Yes I am going to head home but Ryan
could you call me later?” she asked.

Luke smiled, “Goodbye Mrs.
Abraham.”

Tessa went home and pet Leia and sat
on the couch. She called Collin and told him everything that had
happened.

“Are you okay with all
that?”

“I told you I was jealous Tessa, so no
I am not okay with you being friendly with him. I am perfectly fine
with Ryan building our house as long as you think he is capable of
doing it. I would like to discuss some things with him so I would
like you to have him call me. I will see you in a week do you think
you can behave?” he asked.

“Yes, I didn’t fuck him or have any
desire to Collin, Goodbye,” she said and hung up.

She went upstairs and fell
asleep.

Jade called her and she gave her
Collins number.

He didn’t call her back and she was
mad. The next day when he texted her she ignored him. She lay in
bed feeling awful. That afternoon Tomas showed up with papers for
her to sign, she was scared when she opened the envelope that they
may be separation papers. Tomas watched her and saw immediate
relief when she read them.

“Are you alright Ma’am?” he
asked.

“Between you and I, I thought he was
divorcing me.” She said.

“No ma’am he loves you, try to take it
easy on him,” he said. “Do you need anything?”

“I should probably call him,” she
said.

“Yes I think you should,” Tomas
said.

~

“Hello Tessa,” he answered.

“Hi,” she said quietly

“I’m sorry” they said at the same time
and laughed.

“I love you I will see you Monday
right?” she asked.

“Absolutely, you better get some rest,
and I am going to book a room, I don’t want to disturb anyone,” he
laughed.

“We could meet at the Cape” she
suggested.

“No I have a meeting with Ryan to
finalize the plans, but that does sound good. Maybe we will head up
there after we get the ball rolling on the house. I love you
Beautiful,” he said.

~

Saturday they prepared for Lukies
fifth birthday, she was tired. They had a bouncy house and a clown.
Landon, Audrianna and the girls came. She hugged the girls and they
hugged her. Luke and Ryan cooked the meat. And Tessa bounced with
the kids. Jessie was there and seemed annoyed.

They were about ready to eat and Tessa
was getting the kids out when she saw him walk in, she started
crying and ran and jumped in his arms.

“Surprise,” he said and
kissed her.

“God I missed you,” she said and
kissed him.

“Time to eat love birds” Jade yelled
and winked at Collin, “See I can keep a secret!”

~

“Did you book a room?” he laughed and
shook his head yes. “It better not be far from here, I want you
now.”

They walked in the back with there
arms wrapped around each other’s waists and sat at a table away
from everyone else.

“Steak or Chicken?” Luke asked
Collin

“Steak please,” Collin was clearly
annoyed. “Thank you.”

Luke dropped chicken on Tessa’s plate
and walked away.

She looked at Collin and kissed
him.

“You two don’t mind if we sit here it
really is the only place to sit,” Luke said as he and Jessie sat
down.

“That’s fine,” Collin said glaring at
him.

“What’s wrong with the chicken Mrs.
Abraham?” Luke asked.

“It’s fine I’m just not hungry,” she
said and grinned at Collin.

Collin smiled and Luke
laughed.

“Would anyone like a drink?” Jessie
asked.

“Sure do you two want anything a beer
or wine?” Luke asked and laughed.

“Yes please we will have water,”
Collin said, “Is that okay Tessa?”

“Yes thank you Jessie,” she
said.

Collin cut up her chicken and fed her
a bite. She looked disgusted.

Luke laughed and got up.

“Congratulations Collin,”
Luke reached across the table and messed up Tessa’s hair and walked
away.

“What is his problem? I warned him not
a hair on your head,” Collin said.

“He is trying, please be
nice.”

Tessa stood up and walked to the house
and he followed. She went in the bathroom and walked past
Lucas.

He laughed and Collin looked at
him.

“You’re pushing it,” Collin
snapped.

“You better go tend to your wife, she
is going to be a lot of fun,” he said and they heard her throw
up.

They walked out and Luke was standing
there and smiled at her she looked worried, “It will be different
this time.”

Collin walked towards him.

“I don’t want your wife man, but fuck
up once, just once,” Luke said and walked away.

“Collin can we leave please?” she
said.

“Yes, but we will come back for the
Audi,” he said.

“I need to stop at the store. And then
home to grab some things,” She said.

“Alright I will go in, what do you
need?” he asked.

“No I will go in alone, please,” she
said with a smile.

“Fine,” he said and pulled
in.

“You better be nice to me, grumpy,”
she said and kissed him, “I will be back in a couple
minutes.”

He wondered if she was thinking of the
cocky bastard, or if she was just angry at him and if she was why?
He saw her come out and jumped out and opened the door.

“Thank you,” she said and
smiled.

She was confusing to him.

They walked in the house and she
smiled at him.

“Could you give me a minute?” she
asked.

He flopped down on the couch and threw
himself back and pet Leia. Tessa smirked and walked in the
bathroom.

She opened up the bag and pulled out a
pregnancy test, she even bought a different brand from the one Ben
had bought for her, she didn’t want Collin and her pregnancy to be
anything like her last one. When she finished she set it on the
counter and walked out and sat on the chair across from him and
smiled.

“Tessa please get over here,” he
said.

“Give me two more minutes,” she said
and tried not to laugh.

He stood up and grabbed her and kissed
her, she laughed and hugged him.

“Are you alright your
acting crazy,” he said. “Oh, are you men..um have your
period?”

“Do you want to come in
the bathroom and find out for yourself,” she whispered in his
ear.

He looked at her oddly, “That won’t
bother you?”

She took off her shirt and turned and
threw it at him and then her bra, he laughed.

“Alright then,” he said
and followed her in.

She looked at the counter and started
to cry.

“What is wrong?” he asked
frustrated.

“Not a thing.”

Tessa looked over at the counter and
his eyes followed hers. It took him a good minute before he really
understood what was going on and then he lit up.

“Tessa, we are going to have a baby!”
he kissed her.

Tessa laughed, shook her head yes and
pulled his shirt off.

“I have missed you very
much,” she said and smiled.

He was very calm compared to normal,
but every bit as amazing. When they finished she didn’t move. He
smiled at her.

“Are you ready for all this?” he
asked.

“Yes as long as we figure out how to
never go two weeks without each other again I will be fine. Right
now I am tired. Do you mind if we lay down?” she asked.

“No I am a little tired myself,” he
said and grabbed a towel and wrapped her up.

“That little bastard,” he said out
loud.

“Excuse me?” she said.

”Luke, he knew and after looking at
the ladies I know how, they have grown” he said shaking his head
and bending down to kiss them.

She laughed, “No it was the chicken, I
got sick when I tried to eat chicken last time.”

She could see his mind going crazy,
“And that’s why he said it’ll be different?”

“Yes I guess so, I just hope he
doesn’t tell anyone I want to wait until we are at least fourteen
weeks,” she said.

“I will call him and tell him to keep
his mouth shut” he said.

“No,” she laughed “Unless you can do
it nicely.”

“Fine,” he said.

Tessa handed him the phone and saw his
picture ID on it. It was of the two of them kissing.

He looked at her, “This needs to
go.”

“Oh wow, ya I guess it does. You set
up my phone,” she said and laughed.

Jessie answered, “Hello this is Collin
Abraham may I please speak to Luke.”

“Links this picture needs to go,”
Jessie said handing him the phone.

“Okay no problem,” he said. “Tessa am
I right?”

“This is Collin, yes and we would like
it to be kept quiet. I need to ask you how you knew?”

Luke laughed, “You really want to
know?”

“Yes,” Collin said.

“Alright but don’t act like an asshole
about it, the girls were the first sign, then the chicken,” Luke
said trying not to laugh. “Just so you know Collin, she is going to
be nasty at times and you better be able to handle it, she doesn’t
mean anything by it.”

“Just so you know Luke,” he said in
anger and looked at Tessa and she scowled.

“Go ahead man I am all ears,” Luke
said antagonistically.

“We appreciate you keeping it quiet,”
he said and rolled his eyes at her.

“It’s not for you it’s for her, she
already lost one and it nearly broke her, go easy on her,” he
warned.

“Hey I hear we are going
to be neighbors, do you hunt?” Luke said and laughed.

“No but if you want to go with me I
can make an exception,” Collin offered.

Luke laughed, “No thanks, but all the
guys, her family and friends get together the weekend before deer
season and since the camp burnt down, and by the way ask your wife
about her incredibly stupid move that night, it’s at my house.
You’re welcome to come, just trying to be neighborly. Tell Tessa
she better cook still. Nice chat Collin, talk to you
later.”

Luke hung up laughing to
himself.

Tessa looked at him and
laughed.

“He is very annoying,” Collin
said.

“Hard to hate him hu?” she said and
smiled.

“No not really,” he
scowled.

“I love you,” She said and
kissed him.

“What happened with the camp?” he
asked.

She told him and he looked angry,
“Don’t you ever put yourself at risk like that again Tessa, got
it.”

“Okay,” she said and hugged
him.

When she woke up he was gone, she went
down and took a shower when she walked out he walked in.

“Where did you
go?”

“For a run” he said and kissed her and
grabbed her towel, and walked into the bathroom. “Get in
here.”

“You are very bossy,” she said and he
kissed her.

“Collin stop please,” she
said and grabbed the towel and wrapped herself up and threw up over
the toilet.

“Sorry, it’s going to be a long few
weeks. We should have waited,” she said and threw up
again.

When she finished she brushed her
teeth and looked at him, “You’re mad at me?”

“No but if you wanted to wait you
should have told me,” he said.

She laughed, “I didn’t expect to feel
this way again.”

Tessa looked concerned, confused, and
scared.

“What if it is the same?” she said and
walked out.

“Tessa, it’s not,” Collin hugged her
“But you need to believe that, no stress please.”

~

Tessa and Collin walked into the
garage at Luke’s carrying in food. They made two trips.

“Are you sure you made
enough?” Alex asked.

“I hope so,” Tessa said and hugged
him. “Remington your first season.”

“Hello,” Tessa held him
she smiled and kissed him.

Collin watched her and how she looked
like she was in heaven. She walked around and talked to him and
smiled and kissed him. She looked at Collin and smiled.

“Your turn,” she said.

Collin took Remington and smiled he
walked around and talked to him but more seriously than Tessa did.
He sat and held him against his chest and rubbed his back. Tessa
sat next to them and kissed Collins face.

“How does that feel?” she
asked.

“Very comfortable,” he said looking
relieved.

She laughed and took Remington
back.

“It’s nice,” he said and
kissed her, “How are you feeling today?”

“Good actually,” she said and smiled
at Remington.

She heard him take a deep breath and
looked at him.

“I have been neglecting
you haven’t I?” she asked and smiled.

“Shhh,” he said.

“Hey Phoebe we left some things at Mom
and Dad’s, I think Remington is getting hungry,” she said. “Come on
Collin.”

He smiled and they walked out and he
opened the door for her and pulled out.

~

She jumped out of the SUV when they
pulled into the farm and she ran in. She threw her shirt at him
when he walked in and he smiled. She grabbed his face and kissed
him and he pulled his shirt off.

“Yummy,” she said and
turned to run up the stairs and ran right into Ben.

“Hey Girl, or girls” he said and
hugged her.

“Ben,” she said and laughed and
grabbed a blanket.

“You sure are happy to see me,” he
laughed.

Collin walked in and pulled Tessa’s
shirt over her head.

“You’re not though,” he
laughed. “Hey Collin I am assuming, I am Tessa’s friend Ben and
would like to personally thank you for getting her away from that
asshole.”

“You just won points Ben, I have
missed your face,” she said and hugged him again.

He saw Collin look down and he
laughed, “You didn’t. So you two want to take me up? I am sure the
three of us walking in would make his day.”

“I am trying to be nice,” Collin said
and looked at Tessa.

“Great then you will have fun watching
me piss him off,” Ben said laughing.

“It’s not my place anymore
I can’t save your ass,” Tessa said and her eyes got big and she
sprinted to the bathroom.

They heard her throw up and Ben ran in
and pulled her hair back.

“Already Tess?” Ben
laughed.

Collin cleared his throat, “I got
this”

“Of course, when are you two
expecting?” Ben asked.

“She may just have the stomach bug,”
Collin said rubbing her back.

“Ya right she is throwing up and the
girls, well they are huge,” he said and laughed.

Collin turned and looked at
him.

“Sorry man they ran right
into me,” Ben laughed.

“Good God Ben,” Tessa said and sat up,
“Collin I am sorry.”

Ben laughed, “For what Tess, he is a
lucky guy. I will go out and give you a few minutes but we need to
get up there. Pull up your big girl pants Tess it’s time to have
some fun.”

“Collin if you hate me I understand,”
she said and stood up.

She brushed her teeth and washed her
face.

She turned and looked at him, “Are you
mad?”

“No, but this is a bit overwhelming,”
he hugged her.

“We should go back to the Cape,” She
said.

“Oh we will but I think your friend
Ben is going to bounce off the walls if you don’t take him up
there, and by the way, I am pretty sure they put for better or for
worse in the vows, for the Luke’s and Ben’s in your life,” he
hugged her. “I love you beautiful.”

“I love you, thank you,” Tessa
said.

The three of them walked in and Luke
shook his head and looked at Ryan. Ryan laughed and saw Collin
looking less than enthusiastic about the situation.

“Collin are you having fun yet?” Jade
asked and laughed.

“Yes,” he said, and wrapped his arm
around Tessa’s shoulder.

“Hey Ben welcome back,” Luke said
sarcastically.

“Wow you missed me?” Ben
asked.

Collin chuckled and Tessa looked up at
him, “See all the fun you missed as an adolescent over indulged
teenager.”

“Ours will not act like this,” he said
and kissed her.

Alex and Ben were cleaning their guns
and Collin walked over and checked them out. “You should take them
apart and do that.”

“You like guns?” Ben asked.”Do you
hunt?”

“No but he offered to make an
exception to go out with me” Luke said and laughed.

Collin smirked and Tessa looked at him
and shook her head.

“Well if you two go out I want to go
to,” Ben said and laughed. “Just so you know Links, I’m on his
side.”

“This is going to be a fun weekend,”
Luke said and laughed.

“Not much different than field hockey
games in high school,” Jade said and laughed.

“Who wants to play cards? “ Tessa
changed the subject and looked at Collin and smiled.

“I do,” Ben and Luke said at the same
time.

“Anyone else?” Tessa asked pleading
with her eyes.”Alright, wonderful Collin do you know how to play
pitch?”

“No,” he said.

“Perfect you are my partner,” she
said, “and you two can play together.”

She laughed and hugged Collin, “I am
going to explain the game, you… come here.”

She explained the game and told him to
just bid two if no one else had because she was pretty sure they
would try to out do him, “as if that were possible.”

As they played Jade made sure Collin
had a drink, Tessa refused and Ben snickered. Luke looked at him
and scowled, Ben laughed and Tessa looked at Collin who stared at
her and drank. Tessa was right and they won.

“Best two out of three?”
Luke asked.

“No thank you,” Tessa said, “Collin
are you ready to go?”

“You can’t go yet,” Jade laughed, “How
often do I get out with my husband? Drink with me
Tessa.”

“No I can’t” she said and Jade gave
her an odd look, “Do you see my husband? You’re getting him
drunk.”

“You’ll thank me for it tomorrow,”
Jade laughed.

She looked at him and he motioned for
her to come over.

“Are you tired Tessa?” he
pushed his forehead to hers and rubbed her face.

“A little but at least I’m not sick,”
she said and smiled.

“Sit with me?” he asked and pulled her
on his lap.

“Sure,” she laughed. “Is this too much
for you?”

“No, not something I think I could do
every weekend,” he looked at her and kissed her, “Tessa don’t get
up.”

She laughed and hugged him. “Why you
did.”

“Please just sit still and be quiet”
he said and she smiled.

She fell asleep on his lap and he
lifted her legs up and sat back with her curled up on
him.

“She can fall asleep anywhere,” Phoebe
said.

Collin sat and looked at her sleeping
and smiled, all the girls noticed and were watching them. He
nuzzled his nose in her hair and kissed her head. He closed his
eyes and stayed that way for at least an hour. Luke went into the
house and Ben chatted with Ryan.

When she woke up she smiled at
him.

“I fell asleep on you,” she said and
kissed him.

“Again,” he said and kissed her
back.

“Would you like a drink or something
to eat?” she asked.

“I would love water but I can get it.
You sit here,” he got up and she sat down.

He came back and squatted in front of
her.

“You’re going to eat
something” he said and handed her water.

She drank and he fed her tomatoes and
carrots.

He rubbed the carrot on her lips and
laughed, “I can’t wait until you can keep something
down.”

“Me either,” she closed her eyes and
hugged him. “I love you.”

“I love you,” he sat next to her.
“When do you think Jade is going to let us out of here? Maybe I can
talk to Ryan now and we can get out of here for a few
days.”

“I don’t think that is going to happen
anytime this weekend,” Tessa saw Ryan shot gunning a
beer.

“I never understood that,” he shook
his head.

Tessa laughed.

“You’ve done that haven’t you,” she
shook her head yes.

“Is my wife a lush?” he
asked.

“Only when she is pissed off at you,”
Luke said and smiled as he walked by.

“Tessa are you ready?” Collin
sneered.

“Yes,” she smiled, “Keys
please.”

“Should we ask Ben if he needs a ride
back?” Collin asked.

“Probably,” she smiled.

Ben declined he was having too much
fun messing with Luke. But said he would call if he had to leave
because he kicked Luke’s ass like last time he was at the house and
he said it loudly.

“Collin I feel awful that those two
know and my family doesn’t,” she said.

“Well good I thought it was odd that
you where alright with that myself,” he smiled and kissed
her.

“Why didn’t you say something?” she
asked.

“Tessa, you have been sick for a week,
I wasn’t going to upset you,” he admitted.

“They are all here now,” she smiled.
”Will you?”

“Ya but first I need to tell you after
tonight and seeing how much this tradition means to you, I want to
build a camp, because this is incredibly uncomfortable. We can pick
a spot alright?” he asked.

She kissed him again, “Of
course.”

She turned off the radio and smiled at
him.

“Excuse me” he said and
cleared his voice. “Tessa and I have an announcement to make, it
will only take a minute.”

Everyone was quiet.

“We wanted to let you all
in on a little secret, that was kind of brought to light a week
ago. It was our intention to wait awhile, however two young men
actually figured it out without being told, one actually knew
before we did, thank you Luke. It seems that my wife’s breast are
as fascinating to them as they are to me. By the way they are mine
now.”

He said and everyone
laughed.

“We feel it’s a bit early but want
those closest to Tessa and now me to know that we are expecting a
baby in about eight months.”

He looked at her and smiled as
everyone clapped.

“You do know we aren’t getting out of
here anytime soon now right?” he said as everyone came to
congratulate them.

“I knew something was up” Jade said
and hugged her and poked Collin in the chest. “I am pissed you
didn’t tell me first.”
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They met with Ryan and went over the
blue prints.

“Why the rooms in the
basement, if you don’t mind me asking, you could save a lot of
money and finish it later if you left them out.”

“Thanks but we will need them, it’ll
be less of a mess if you do just do it all now. I would prefer not
to deal with that in the months to come,” Collin said. “How long do
you think this will take?”

“I know it could be done when you want
it to be but it will cost a lot more in labor for overtime and
extra laborers,” Ryan told him.

“On this project time sets a
precedence over money. Any future projects it will be different,”
Collin told him.

Tessa knew Collin would not ever be
able to truly let his past lie. How could he? The hell he lived
would forever be a scar buried deep inside of him. But it molded
the man he was today, her love, her life. Whatever it took to make
him feel safe and in control, whatever he needed she would support
him one hundred percent.

They left for the Cape the next day,
Leia’s first flight.

They walked into his house and he
carried her over the threshold. She laughed.

“Are you still feeling alright?” he
asked.

She knew he was excited to be alone in
a place where the walls didn’t talk.

“Actually I am a little tired but very
very hungry,” she said and looked down.

“You don’t have to do that Tessa” he
said quietly.

“That wasn’t very convincing,” she
said and pushed him down and smiled at him.

She knelt down.

“You want to take off your shirt
please?” he asked.

She did and took his off
too.

“How about that bra?” he
asked and smiled.

She did and shook her head.

“Beautiful” he said and
grabbed her gently.

She knelt back down.

“You might better take those off too,”
he said breathing deeply.

“Collin you might want to sit back,
shut up, and enjoy,” she smiled.

“God Tessa” he growled as she slowly
took him in her mouth.

She started slow and gradually moved
faster until he finally released.

“Do you know how much I love
you?”

“Probably more now hu?” she said and
laughed.

~

She spent her days trying to get
funding for the health program that his company ran. He had not
traveled since Ecuador but knew after the holidays they would be
going back to South America and Tessa was excited about it. He was
concerned but only because she was still very tired. He had talked
about staying in a resort and traveling with her every few days. It
made her angry that he was trying to coddle her and she had even
threatened to go back to work.

He was writing another research paper
and every night when she fell asleep he would go back and work on
the security details for a few hours. She didn’t ask a lot about
that part of his work and he certainly didn’t volunteer any
information. She would do better to see it and understand. He knew
that it was going to freak her out especially since on opening day
she watched Bambi and cried.

They spent their evenings loving each
other, every evening they ate dinner and made love. The nights that
he wanted to make love before dinner were her favorite she knew he
would be a little less gentle and reserved. She knew it bothered
him that she was pregnant and he was worried he may hurt the baby
she tried to reassure him that it would not.

Tessa’s pregnancy was a dream, he was
as excited as she was. He read to her belly, and he played
classical music while they slept. At first it drove her absolutely
crazy, she even bought ear plugs and hid them with her hair. He
woke up one night, a sneak attack as she called them, and as his
hands rubbed her body he kissed her ear and felt them. He quickly
turned on the light thinking something was wrong and he saw them
and laughed. She had hidden it for weeks. The next few nights she
made up words that were very inappropriate to try to make him turn
it off but it had quite an opposite effect.

They were so happy, no nights that she
laid awake hurt, no ever feeling that he wanted anyone but her, and
she didn’t wonder when this would end. She knew they would be
together forever. Sometimes she thought about Lucas, just brief
moments when she wondered if she had just given up on her dreams
and followed him around would they have been this happy. She knew
she wouldn’t but he might be and she would forever carry that
burden. She knew he was alright. And beyond a shadow of a doubt in
love with her husband, she didn’t want to be touched or loved by
anyone else ever in her life, he was the sun and the moon and every
heavenly piece in between. He was the person she wanted to share
every secret dream and desire with. They had fun and laughed
together every day. The sex was mind blowing, but she finally
realized that it wasn’t all about sex. Good sex comes from a good
connection. When you are full truly filled with the knowledge of
your partner, trust and respect, you really could not ever go
wrong. Tessa even considered breaking her rules after the baby was
born. She would deny him nothing ever and she knew he felt the
same.

The house was finished a week before
they had expected. Collin didn’t tell Tessa, he wanted to get the
furniture moved in before she saw it. He had watched her for weeks
go through magazines and websites finding what she liked. He had
ordered the things she had revisited and seemed especially fond of.
The living room furniture was large and perfect for family movie
nights, he had other ideas for them before that happened. She
didn’t want individual pieces she preferred that they all be able
to snuggle together as they relaxed, knowing it would not be very
often. She had picked out the bedroom set, a plain low setting
platform bed, he had other ideas for that as well, and since she
had only said it once he would be picking it out.






~

They pulled into town and she was
excited to see her family and to see what was left to do. No one
was at the farm house and they dropped Leia off.

“Where do you want to go first Tessa?”
he asked holding her hand.

“Our bedroom floor,” she said and
raised her eyebrow at him.

“Okay our bedroom floor it is, should
we maybe stop and get some blankets?” he asked.

“No, but could you drive faster?” she
asked and reached down and rubbed his leg.

“Ya,” he growled and moved her hand up
further.

He stopped at the top of the
driveway.

“Do you trust me?” he asked pulling a
blind fold out of his pocket.

“Not only do I trust you but I really
like how you think,” she giggled.

He punched in the code and picked her
up.

“You ready?” he
asked.

“Collin open the door,” she said and
laughed.

He removed the blind fold and she was
in shock.

“What? How? Oh how beautiful” she said
and kissed him.

He set her down and they held hands as
they walked into their house. She had seen the rooms before but not
painted and the kitchen was so bare before and there were the
curtains she loved. She felt tears running down her face and she
could feel him watching her. She opened the cupboards that were
full and she smiled, he opened the refrigerator and grabbed a
bottle of sparkling cider and took two wine glasses from the rack
that hung under the cabinets. He poured two glasses and took them
in one hand and her hand in the other and walked into the family
room. She smiled and wiped tears as she saw the furniture and all
the things she had dreamed they would someday have, right down to
the throw pillows she had wanted laying on the large sectional. The
dining room and living room were no different, everything she had
looked at for the past two months was here in there home. He
noticed everything, paid attention to what she loved, the simple
things she had mentioned. She had never felt so loved in her life.
He was amazing.

He led her up the stairs and she took
a deep breath and wiped more tears.

“Now here’s where I hope I don’t ever
disappoint you,” he smiled.

He opened the double doors to the
master suite.

“I know it’s not what you
picked out Tessa but I thought it would be perfect for us,” he
kissed her.

She walked around at the massive bed,
it had four posts that nearly reached the top of the cathedral
ceilings. There was a television and a chase lounge and two
nightstands with lamps.

He set the glasses down on the night
stand and took her into the closet, it was almost as big as the
bedroom she had shared with her sisters. It held wall to wall
shelves and drawers and racks to hang clothes on and put shoes in.
Not only that but he had new clothes hanging and in the
drawers.

“Come with me,” he said softly and
they went into the bathroom which he had designed.

There was a shower that sprayed jets
everywhere, she smiled as she remembered their first shower
together and he did too.

“We have warm water,” he
said and kissed her hand.

“I don’t even know were to start
Collin,” she said and shook her head.

“How about the bedroom floor?” he
asked.

He grabbed the glasses and sat down on
the floor and she joined him.

He handed her one, “Tessa to you, my
first and last kiss.”

They toasted and drank.

She got up to set the glasses down and
he smiled, “The floor or the bed?”

“The bed please,” she said and climbed
up in it.

He pulled her pants down and took her
underwear with his teeth, he gently kissed between her legs and she
squirmed.

He kissed her belly, “Welcome home
baby. Now go to sleep you are way too young for this.”

Tessa laughed and he raised his
eyebrow and she grinned.

He lifted her shirt, “Damn Tessa they
are absolutely amazing!”

He licked her nipples and blew on them
lightly she moaned and he took one in his mouth. His hand was busy
and his mouth full, and she was already on fire.

“Please take those clothes off I want
to touch you” she said and he did as she asked.

She pushed him over and slowly raised
his arms above his head as she moved her hips until she found
exactly what she wanted, she smiled and sat up slowly and moved her
hips in circles until he was deep inside her.

“Sit back and enjoy” she
said and smiled.

He put his hands behind his head and
looked up at her, his eyes were heavy and full of desire. She
reached over and grabbed her phone out of her pants pocket as she
moved. She closed her eyes and played with her phone until it was
on camera. She arched her back and grabbed one of her breasts and
moaned. He pushed into her and she smiled continuing to move in a
circular motion but faster.

“Tessa,” he moaned and she knew he
wanted her to move faster.

She moved back and forth faster and
with more force and he opened his mouth and eyes and moaned as his
nostrils flared and she snapped a picture and smiled. He laughed
and grabbed for the phone and she moved faster and he laid back,
she quickly turned around so that her back was facing him and he
grabbed her hips and guided her. She arched her back and cried out
and he sat up and wrapped his arms around her and followed. He
pulled her back on him and she rolled over and they held each
other.

She stood up and went into the
bathroom. She washed her hands and looked at the ground there was a
scale. She stood on in and gasped.

“Did you do this on
purpose?” she yelled.

He walked in, “What Tessa?”

“This” she said and kicked the
scales.

“Damn it” she said and grabbed her
foot.

He watched her amused. “Did you hurt
yourself?”

“Yes! Get those damn things out of
here,” she said and stormed out.

She walked by and went in the closet
and grabbed one of his sweatshirts and a pair of
underwear.

He walked in rubbing his head with one
hand and the scales in the other. “Tessa you want
these…”

“Throw them out,” she said and climbed
in bed.

She fell asleep.

When she woke he was holding
her.

“Are you hungry?” he
asked.

“Very funny” she said.

“Tessa, what is going on?” he
asked.

“Collin don’t play stupid, you’re not
so don’t. The scales, you don’t have scales at your house. If you
think I am getting fat fill me in don’t have scales, subtle pisses
me off,” she yelled and got up and walked in the
bathroom.

He sat there and shook his head and
had no idea what to say. He stood up and opened the bathroom door
and she was sitting on the floor angry.

He sat down next to her and grabbed
her hand, “Tessa you are beautiful, I had scales at my, our place
on the Cape and they broke. I don’t think you’re fat, I think
you’re beautiful. By the way,” he said putting his arm around her,
“when you’re pregnant you are supposed to gain weight.”

“Has my ass gotten bigger?” she asked
looking down

“What?” he asked and
smiled.

“It did last time, Lucas told me my
ass had grown, so is my ass bigger?” she asked.

“Oh so because he made you feel
insecure it … no Tessa your ass has not gotten bigger but Luke is a
big ass! We are probably going to have company soon so would you
get your beautiful ass up and stop being ridiculous.”

“He wasn’t being an ass Collin he
liked it bigger, he wanted it,” she said and stood up. “I was
asking you to tell me if you put the scales in here so that I would
realize I was getting fat.”

“Tessa I am unsure of how you expect
me to react to that news, or confessional or hint that you may be
missing Luke and all the fun he was, but I am bordering pissed off
right now. And we just got here three hours ago,” he walked
out.

She jumped up and yelled, “You started
this, I don’t miss him, and you’re an asshole.”

He turned around and walked up and
grabbed her.

“I bought scales Tessa, I
bought many things, for you and your being …God,” he said and
walked away.

“Don’t do that!” she said and sat down
and cried.

He turned and looked at her took a
deep breath and calmly asked, “Don’t do what Tessa?”

“Don’t be mad at me, please don’t be
mad at me,” she said and cried.

He reached down and pulled her up,
“Why? You’re mad at me.”

He walked her into their room and she
sat on the bed.

“No I am pregnant and fat and tired
and I am being a mean nasty bitch,” she said and threw herself
back, “I’m sorry I suck!”

He smiled and laid down next to her
and put his arm around her.

“You’re not fat, I am sure
you’re tired, and don’t ever be sorry that you suck, I kind of like
that about you,” Collin kissed her.

“Collin I have gained twelve pounds,”
she said sadly.

“And do you know what tomorrow is
Tessa?” he said and kissed her again.

“No,” she pouted and kicked her
foot.

“Our three month Anniversary, our
first full day in our house, your doctor appointment,” he said
rubbing her belly, “and you’re going to be in your second
trimester. Life is good, it is better than good, it is
perfect.”

“I am sorry, everything you did and I
am acting horrible. I am sorry,” she said and rolled into him and
kissed him and sat up. “Can we try this again?”

He smiled, “Ya I think that’s a good
idea.”

That night her family and all the kids
showed up, they brought Leia with them. They were amazed by what he
had done to surprise her. She stayed glued to Collins side feeling
very ashamed of how she had acted. He knew she felt badly and
enjoyed the making up part.

~

“We have some lab results that concern
me, your HCG is very elevated so we would like to do an ultra sound
to see exactly what is going on in there,” she smiled and
left.

Tessa laid on the table and watched
the screen and smiled and looked at Collin who seemed a cross
between confused and concerned.

“Does everything look alright?” he
asked

“Yes,” Tessa laughed and looked at the
radiologist. “Please tell me I am not seeing things.”

“No, you’re not, there are two” she
said.

Tessa looked at Collin and smiled,
“Are you going to be okay?”

“Yes, actually that is pretty great,”
Collin kissed her and held and caressed her hand.

The doctor told them what to expect
and that all the measurements looked great. They could find out the
sex in eight weeks and that she should expect monthly appointments.
Collin asked a lot of questions about activity and travel. The
doctor okayed their travel plans but told them at five months he
would prefer she stay close to home, they could resume their normal
activities unless it became uncomfortable. Tessa laid smiling and
rubbing her slightly larger belly, he watched her and smiled, she
didn’t seem concerned at all which made his worries go
away.

They went out to lunch and did some
shopping and when they got home she walked into the room that was
next to theirs. The nursery. She brought a pencil and paper and
started to sketch how the room would look with two cribs. He walked
in and sat on the floor behind her and pulled her up against him.
She laid back and reached up and ran her hands in his hair. He
kissed her neck.

“Do you have it all figured out
yet?”

“No, not until we find out what they
are,” she said. “How about you? Are you overwhelmed at all by
this?”

“No actually you seem happy, quiet but
happy. I am sure everything is going to be fine, better than fine,”
he said and kissed her again, “Are you sure you still want to go to
Nicaragua?”

“Yes, if you are going so am I,” she
said and laughed.

“Do you think we should make some
calls and let your family know our news?” he asked.

“What do you think?” she asked and
turned to look at him.

“That’s up to you, I just think they
may be a little more concerned with our travel plans, maybe we
could keep it between us until we are there?” he said hoping she
wouldn’t get angry.

“I agree,” she said “not just because
of them but because this is perfect and beautiful and I want to
keep it for us to enjoy for now.”

“Thank you,” he said and kissed
her.

They hosted Christmas at their house
and she wondered how different this must be for him than his past
Christmas’s. He didn’t talk about his past that much and indulged
her overzealous ideas of what Christmas should be. He flew to the
Cape for two days and she stayed home. They would be leaving on
January third for South America and she wanted to spend as much
time with her family as she could before they left. He was going to
be busy and preferred her be surrounded by them than
alone.

~

She walked into Jades and Ryan’s and
started to cry.

“Tessa what is going on?” Jade asked
her and hugged her.

“I love my husband Jade with
everything I am but I miss Lucas,” she said sobbing, “What the hell
is wrong with me? I have felt guilty about being happy since we
went to camp at his house. I don’t know how he felt about us being
there but a few hours ago it hit me that it was incredibly
insensitive and …what a bitch I am!”

“Tessa I don’t think we should talk
about this right now,” Jade whispered as she soothed
her.

“Why Jade I couldn’t sleep last night
wondering if he was happy and okay and I should hate him but I
don’t I miss him so much,” she cried.

“Well that’s silly,” she heard from
over her shoulder. “You could always call and ask
yourself.”

Tessa froze and looked up at Jade,
“Shit.”

Lucas laughed. She felt him sit down
next to her and he messed up her hair.

“I need to go, sorry,” Tessa stood
up.

“Oh no you don’t, have a seat,” Luke
pulled her down.

“Look this is not what I came here for
and I am sorry,” she said wiping her face.

“Tessa it’s perfectly normal to miss
someone you spent so much of your life with,” Jade said. “It
doesn’t mean there is anything wrong with you. And the fact that
you never ask is far more than I can say for Luke.”

She said and laughed. “He misses you
too Tessa.”

“Nice Jade,” Luke sneered.

“But he knows you’re happy and safe
and married and pregnant holy shit your getting big already,” Jade
said.

“Thanks for pointing that out Jade,”
Tessa said.

“Ya I wouldn’t do that she gets
pissed,” Luke said and laughed.”How is everything going? You’re
just past the scary part right?”

“Yes and things are perfect, the
house, the pregnancy, my husband, my sex life, my work, everything
is perfect,” Tessa stomped her foot.

Luke and Jade laughed.

“So what’s the problem you
miss being treated like shit?” he asked.

“No Lucas, not at all I miss knowing
you’re okay,” Tessa said turning and looking at him with tears in
her eyes.

“I am great. My sex life however
hasn’t been the same in quite some time,” he said and
laughed.

Tessa scowled at him, “Did I say
something wrong?”

“No you asshole, I am concerned about
everything else,” she said. “You, your family, whether or not you
have found someone who loves you and if you have, I don’t know, if
you’re happy. Jessie wasn’t at camp and I don’t want you to be
lonely.”

“You can come on over anytime you
think I am lonely Tessa,” he laughed, “I am better than I was when
you first met me.”

Lucas hugged her.

She laughed “How are the girls and
your parents and Audrianna?”

“Pretty perfect,” Luke smiled, “Thanks
for asking.”

“Okay I need to go,” she said and
stood up.

“You feel better?” Luke
asked.

“Yes in a way, but I feel bad for all
of this and I know it will probably hurt him,” She said.

“Don’t tell him it’s not a big deal,”
Luke said.

“Yes Lucas it is, we share everything
even the not so pleasant things, and I know I would be so angry
with him,” she said and shook her head.

“Do you know all about his past
relationships Tessa?” he asked.

“I don’t need to, I know that he would
never cheat on me. I know that I trust him one hundred percent. He
is amazing,” she said.

“Then why do you miss me Tessa?” he
asked looking at her.

“Because I am fucking stupid,” she
said and walked out.

~

Collin came home and she was waiting
in their bed.

“I have missed you,” she
said.

“I see that, the feeling is absolutely
mutual,” he said as he took his tie off and slipped out of his
clothes. “You look beautiful.”

He kissed her belly, “Daddy’s home
babies.”

She pushed him down and went down on
him. He sat back and smiled, he twisted her hair and pulled it to
the side and gently guided her head.

“You are amazing, I don’t deserve
you,” he moaned and laid back and enjoyed every moment when he
finished he sat up and looked at her

“What’s wrong beautiful?” he hugged
her.

“I have to tell you something and I
think you’re going to be angry,” she said.

“I could never be angry at you alright
tell me,” he smiled.

She told him every detail about her
going over to Jades. He stood up and showered and got
dressed.

“I will be back,” he said, “and then
we can figure out what we are going to do about this mess that you
seem to be trying to make.”

“Where are you going?” she
yelled.

“Don’t worry about it,” he
said.

“Fine, just like I have no clue about
your past relationships, and you know everything about me, and
you’re pissed? At least I tell you!” she yelled. “And I trust you
enough to go leave for days even weeks without knowing
anything.”

“Maybe that’s because I have nothing
to hide Tessa, but you obviously have some nasty deep unresolved
feelings WIFE!” he yelled and walked out.

She heard him tear down the driveway
and she called Jade, again worried about Luke.

“Ryan is there but Tessa you need to
stop. He loves you and you love him, Luke is fine, if he ever
needed you I will promise I will let you know. But don’t ruin
this,” Jade said.

Tessa packed a bag and texted
Collin.

-I Love you, I am sorry, I am going to stay
at my parents for a couple of days. This is your home and I know
you have a lot to do before the trip. I don’t know what else to say
Collin except that I love you…Tessa

She walked in the door with Leia and
no one was home, she went upstairs and fell asleep.

He pulled in the driveway and walked
in the house. Leia didn’t greet him and Tessa didn’t answer his
text. He knew she was trying to be honest and open with him and she
was right that she knew nothing about his past but there really was
nothing to tell, he was never in love before her and he had never
cared for anyone else besides his family and Lou. He needed to see
her. He sat on the bed and sent her a message. He heard her phone,
it was on the bed. He picked it up and saw the picture she had
taken of him while she sat on top of him and he smiled.

~

She woke up and went to the bathroom
and walked out and Collin was standing there. She did her best to
not cry.

“You left your phone on
the bed,” Collin handed it to her.

“Thank you” she said and took it and
her lip started to quiver.

“You need to come home” he
said.

“No,” she said.

“Tessa you hurt me, I reacted badly,
come home,” he said.

“Do you still love me?” she
asked.

“Of course,” he said
annoyed.

“Are you still mad?” she
said.

“Yes,” he admitted.

“Then I want to give you your space,”
she walked by and upstairs.

He stood there not knowing what to do.
He walked into her room.

“Now I am pissed, and if you don’t
come home Tessa…” he shook his head.

“What Collin?” she snapped at
him.

“It will break me,” he said and walked
out.

~

Tessa heard him pull out and got up
and dressed, and went home. He wasn’t there.

She went and grabbed blankets and a
pillow and laid on the nursery floor snuggled up with Leia and fell
asleep.

She woke up to him picking her up and
he carried her to their room.

“Collin I am sorry,” she
said,

“I know,” he said and covered her up,
he started walking out the door.

“Please don’t go,” she
said.

He stopped and took a deep breath and
walked back and looked at her. He sat on the bed and laid back
crossing his arms over his chest. She rolled over and hugged him.
He didn’t move and she took his arms and wrapped them around her
and fell asleep.

When she woke he was in the shower and
she got in with him.

“Good morning” she
said,

“Good morning” he said trying to avoid
eye contact.

He finished his shower and got
out.

She took hers and got dressed and
walked into the office and handed him breakfast.

“Thank you,” he
said.

She sat at her desk across form his
and worked on some more funding applications. She checked her email
and sent another asking the World Health Organization to be
considered as a grant recipient.

She walked out and got a drink and
grabbed him a glass of water. She gave it to him and he thanked
her.

Her phone rang and it was
Phoebe.

“Sure can you bring him here?” she
asked smiling.

Tessa hung up the phone and stood to
walk out.

“Phoebe has a doctor appointment and
Remington is coming to visit for a couple hours,” she
said.

“Alright,” he said without looking
up.

Tessa danced, sang, and played on the
floor with Remington. She made lunch with him in her arms and
brought Collin his.

“Thank you,” he
said.

“You’re welcome,” she said in a
mocking tone.

She walked away and he
smirked.

When he was finished he brought out
the dishes and set them in the sink. She was on the couch holding
Remington and falling asleep with him on her chest.

Collin stood and watched them she
looked up, “Your tired, let me take him and you can
rest.”

“I am not going to see him for a few
weeks, I want to hold him, you can sit with us if you want,” she
offered.

“You’re not suppose to sleep holding a
baby. I can take him,” he said.

“No thank you, but I would love for
you to sit with us, you know just in case I fall asleep,” she
continued rubbing Remington’s back.

He sat next to her and she leaned her
back against his arm. He didn’t move. She started dozing off and he
put his arm behind her and wrapped it around Remington. She laid
back against his chest.

“Okay I am tired, you
should take him,” she said.

“I’ve got him go to sleep,” he said
and looked down at her briefly

He moved his leg behind her so that
she was laying on him and his hand held Remington’s
back.

“I’m sorry Collin,” she said as she
fell asleep.

Phoebe came in and took a picture
“Don’t wake her up. How is she doing?”

“She and the babies are good,” he said
looking down at her.

“What did you just say?” Phoebe asked
in shock.

“Nothing I was supposed to, damn it.”
he said and she laughed.

”I talked to Jade yesterday. I know
what happened, and it was not her intention to hurt you Collin. She
loves you, and I can promise you she doesn’t like to hurt anyone
especially you. She just needs to figure out how to not care so
much. But between you and I, I hope she doesn’t change who she is,
I don’t think anyone of us would love her half as much. Collin has
she told you about my past?” he shook his head no. “How about Ryan
or Becca or Luke?”

“Some I guess,” he said.

“Probably about Luke but not the rest
of us. She always says it’s not my story to tell,” Phoebe smiled,
“The entire time she was with him and all the things that broke her
heart, she didn’t stop being kind. She made Alex promise to be
nice, not because she wanted him back but because she wanted him to
have love in his life. All the things she went through she chose
not to burden anyone with because she didn’t want to share her hurt
with anyone. She is strong Collin, but not invincible. She tells
you everything, her thoughts, her feelings, and when she feels she
has screwed up. That is a first for her. My father shot my mother
and then himself in front of me, I moved from foster home to
abusive foster home until I came here. She never told her brother
about the problems I had until I was ready to do it myself. She is
loyal and as trustworthy as they come. Don’t be mad at her or piss
on her leg marking her as yours, by the way Luke actually did that,
be her partner, her friend, her protector, whatever, but accept her
for who she is because I know she is pretty wonderful.”

Tessa started to move and opened her
eyes and stretched sitting up.

“Hey Phoebe, Alex was
right about the superior genetics thing he is so smart and so
perfect,” she said and laughed, “So how long was I out?”

“Not long” Phoebe said and hugged
her.

“Long enough for me to screw up
though,” he said.

“Why what happened?” Tessa asked
concerned.

“I told Phoebe that you and the babies
were doing great,” he said looking down.

“I won’t tell,” Phoebe said and hugged
her.

“I know, I love you,” she said and
hugged her.

“What are you two doing tomorrow night
for New Years eve?” Phoebe asked.

“I haven’t even thought about it, we
always just…” she stopped.

“It’s Luke's birthday,” Phoebe said.
“So we have always celebrated both.”

“Well time to make new traditions,”
Tessa said and smiled at Phoebe. “Why don’t we think about it and
call you later. I think he is going to wake up and want some of his
Mommies juice,” she got up and walked them out and carried the
diaper bag to the car.

She walked in the house and started
cleaning up the kitchen.

“I wish you would let me get someone
to come in and take care of the house,” Collin said.

“No thank you, it took five minutes I
think I can manage. Besides it gives me something to do other than
walk around here feeling like,” she stopped and walked passed
him.”Never mind.”

She sat at her desk and read her
emails and smiled.

“You look pleased,” he said and walked
over and looked over her shoulder.

“I am, I have been working on this for
a month. I will forward it to you.” Tessa typed a response and hit
send.

She stood up and smiled and walked out
the door.

She was sweeping the entry when he
came out.

“Tessa that’s amazing, do you know how
many people you just helped by getting that grant, I’m not just
talking about our upcoming trip I am talking about the next year.
We have tried for years to get this, congratulations,” he said and
hugged her.

“Thank you,” she said and pulled away,
“I am very persistent.”

He took a deep breath and watched her
wash off the counters.

”Where did you put the
scales?”

He laughed, “In the garage,
why?”

“I want them back,” she said and went
out to find them.

“I will get them for you” he said
following her.

“No I can do it myself,” she said and
climbed up and grabbed them.

She got down refusing his hand and
walked in the house and up the stairs. She stood on the scales and
was relieved that she had only gained a pound more.

He stood in the bedroom, “Are you
going to nap?”

“Are you going to stop following me
around being… I don’t know, helpful,” she yelled and then
laughed.

“No,” he said.

“Then yes I am going to sleep so that
I don’t have to look at you and feel like shit about stupid
hormonal concerns,” she said and pulled the covers over her
head.

“Tessa” he said as he climbed in. “I
don’t understand all these feelings. But I know I have made you
feel bad for a couple days now and I am sorry for that.”

“Collin for someone so brilliant
you’re being an idiot. You understand feelings. You took care of a
monster for years because you felt obligated. You loved your
brother and sister enough to kill for them. You say and show me you
love me all the time, well the past two days haven’t been all that
perfect but better than I am used to. So really can you not
understand why the person I lived with for four years that I
planned to marry still means enough to me to have concern for? God
if we get divorced do you think I won’t care what happens to you?”
she said “I need to sleep, I am sure that these babies have enough
to deal with right now I need them happy and I am happy when I
sleep.”

“This was an apology Tessa, not a way
to make you feel worse. Again I am sorry, but before you go to
sleep I want you to know that I had no intentions of divorcing you,
I have no idea why that was even brought into this,” he
said.

“I don’t want a divorce I
love you,” she said.

He laid down next to her and held her.
“I’m not going anywhere, this has to stop, I love you, go to
sleep.”

She turned over and wrapped her arms
around him. “Please just tell me what you need from me. Tell me so
I don’t mess this up.”

“I need you to be you, the person I
love and I need you to continue talking to me about everything,
regardless of what it is. We are married and we love each other and
I don’t want you to change. I just want you to be a little less
angry.” he said and smiled.

She cuddled up to him and put her hand
up his shirt and on his heart and fell asleep.

Tessa woke to him rubbing her back and
a flutter in her belly, she laughed.

“They are moving” she said
rolling over and taking his hand and placing it on her
stomach.

“Do you feel that Collin.
Our babies are moving,” she laughed.

He rolled over to his side and
smiled.

“I do, they like you happy and
rested,” he kissed her.

“And so do I” he said with
a hint of relief in his voice.

He pulled up her shirt and kissed her
belly.

“Hello babies, this is
your daddy I hope everything is going well in there.”

“Maybe you should check it out,” she
smiled.

“Tessa if they are moving don’t you
think they will feel, well us moving?” he said
nervously.

“If you seriously think they will
remember you’re nuts,” she laughed. “If you think I am going to
wait six months for that you’re crazy.”

“It kind of freaks me out,” he
laughed.

“Fine go buy me toys then.” She said
and rolled over and smirked.

“Are you serious?” he asked

“Maybe,” she said.

“In the past few days you have
mentioned your beautiful ass and now toys, am I missing something
here? Is that something you want?” he said, “Or are you trying to
drive me over the edge.”

“I am definitely trying to drive you
over the edge” she said and sat up and looked at him smiling and
then laughed, “I have to look at you every day the least you could
do is put out.”

“Beg,” he smiled.

“Nope” she said stubbornly.

“You will be,” he said and stood up
and undressed. “I’m going to shower.”

“Fine have fun in there” she
said.”Would you do me a favor first?”

“Sure,” he said and looked at
her.

“These need to be washed
for some reason they are a bit damp” she said taking off her
clothes and threw her underwear at him.

“Really?” he asked and tried not to
look at her his jaw tightened.

“Yes but I can do it, sorry I
shouldn’t have asked,” she bent down in front of him and grabbed
her clothes.

“Get in bed Tessa,” he said in a very
husky voice

“What Collin?” she laughed.

She grabbed the clothes and his and
any other piece that would give her an excuse to bend down and grab
and walked to the laundry and threw the clothes in the
washer.

“Hey do you want a drink?” she yelled
as she passed the bedroom.

“No could you get in here?” he
said.

“No I am hungry, take your
shower.”

He looked out the door as she streaked
down the stairs.

He walked down after her, she bent
over in the refrigerator and grabbed some items and then she
grabbed ice cream out of the freezer.

“Hey would you like a
sundae,” she asked, he slowly shook his head no.

She scooped ice cream and put in the
bowl and took the whip cream with her, “Let’s watch TV we never do
that.”

She sat on the couch and grabbed a
blanket and patted the spot next to her.

He sat and she handed him a spoon,
“Eat with me?”

She grabbed the whipped cream and put
some on the ice cream. And smeared some on his nose and kissed it
off. He took the whip cream and squirted it on her breasts and
sucked it off. She smiled and took it from him and squirted it on
his very hard erection and went down. He set the ice cream on the
floor and pulled away from her.

“Oh no, as good as that feels I owe
you,” he said and laid her on her back and they made love. He more
than made up for the past two days that he had not touched
her.
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“So what do you want to do tomorrow
night?” she asked

“More of that,” he smiled. “But we can
go out to dinner with Phoebe and your family if you
want.”

“Okay but then back here just us?” she
asked.

“Sounds perfect,” he kissed
her.

Collin and Tessa walked into the
lakeside restaurant just outside of town. They ate their appetizers
and talked about the upcoming year and how things had changed.
There was a string quartet playing and some people were dancing,
Tessa was amused by this and he made her dance. She laughed when he
had pointed out there were no words and she started making up her
own.

“Unless you want to skip
dinner you better stop that now,” he said and they
laughed.

Tessa’s brothers and sisters came out
to join them. Collin went and sat down next to John and Maggie who
watched their kids acting foolishly and they all laughed. They were
doing the monkey, and the electric slide, the Macarena and the
swim, not one move matched the music and they didn’t
care.

Dinner came and they all went and sat
down. The place was filling up, it was ten o’clock.

The hostess brought a couple to sit at
the table next to them. Collin and Tessa were busy laughing and
talking. They were lost in each other.

“Hello Ross family,” Luke said and
smiled.

They all said hello.

“Happy birthday Luke,”
Tessa said.

“Thanks Tessa,” he said and smiled, “I
want you guys to meet Ashley.”

Luke looked at Tessa and held up four
fingers and she laughed.

“Nice to meet you Ashley I have heard
a lot about you,” Tessa said and stood and shook her
hand.

“I feel like I already know you, the
Links family seem to think they have you to thank for Lucas
becoming who he is,” Ashley smiled.

“I don’t think so, he’s a good guy.
And I am not just saying that because we didn’t send him a card,”
Tessa laughed and squeezed Collins hand.

“Congratulations on your marriage,
Landon won’t admit it but I think he like’s your husband, Collin
right?” she asked.

“Yes pleased to meet you,” he stood
and shook her hand. Luke smirked at Tessa.

“Have a great night,” Luke
smiled.

“Luke if you two want to join us feel
free,” John said.

“Thanks John, we are going to let you
guys eat though, we haven’t ordered yet,” Luke smiled.

“Well stop over tomorrow, both of you
we are all going to be there,” Maggie smiled.

“Alright, we will definitely try.”
Luke said and he and Ashley went to their table.

“Maggie, Tessa and Collin are having
all of us over tomorrow dear.” John said.

“Oh my I forgot,” Maggie said and
looked as if she would cry, “I feel awful.”

“Tessa are you alright with them
coming over to our place?” Collin asked.

“Only if you are,” she looked
confused.

Collin stood up and walked over to
their table, “Luke, we are actually hosting dinner tomorrow at two,
we would like it if both came over.”

Lucas laughed and looked at him,
Collin just looked back at him.

“Oh, you’re serious. Is that okay with
you Ash?” Luke asked.

“Sure,” she said and smiled at
Collin.

“Alright thanks Collin, we will be
there, what should we bring?” Luke asked.

“Nothing Tessa and Maggie have it all
covered. Enjoy your meal,” Collin said and walked away.

~

They walked into the house and Tessa
smiled at him, “You surprised me tonight Collin”

“It’s a New year,” he said and smiled.
“Besides your mother looked like she was going to cry.”

“Its eleven fifty Collin Abraham,” she
said and took off her coat. “We have ten minutes to be up in that
big old bed.”

“I will meet you up there,” he
smiled.

He walked in with two glasses of
sparkling cider, and turned on the television and slipped his
clothes off and got in bed.

She wrapped herself around him and
smiled, “I love you”

“You are going to love me more in
five”, he said as he rubbed his hand lightly across her chest,
“four” he said moving to her stomach,” three” he said as he rubbed
her gently “two” he said climbing on top of her “One” he said and
kissed her as he slowly moved into her.

She smiled and moaned, he kissed her
and they slowly met each other thrust for thrust.

~

“Good morning beautiful, I want you to
see something” he said kissing her.

“I would prefer feeling something,”
She said and opened her eyes.

He was already dressed.

“Damn it,” she
laughed.

“Come on,” he smiled as he held up her
robe.

They walked into the nursery and he
had two beautiful round canopy cribs set up in the middle of the
room, both cherry wood draped in white.

“Oh Collin they are beautiful,” she
walked over and touched them, “They are perfect.”

Tessa hugged him tightly.

“I am glad you like them, you know we
leave in two days, I think you should tell your family, Phoebe
already knows, and well I think it would make them almost as happy
as we are,” Collin smiled.

“I agree,” she kissed him. “I have
never seen anything so beautiful, well besides their very handsome,
no hot, Daddy. The way they sit in the center of the room makes my
heart smile. You know they are going to be the center of our world,
very symbolic.”

“You’re the center of mine now, I hope
you know that and that it will never change, I love you,” he said,
“They will fit right perfectly into it.”

~

Everything was ready and the family
started rolling in. Luke and Ashley walked in after the others got
there. Luke had a bag in his hand.

Leia growled at Lucas and he
laughed.

“Well hello Dog still mean
as ever hu? This place is amazing, Ryan you do great work,” Luke
smiled.

“Tessa did you decorate?” he
asked.

“She actually designed most of it,”
Collin said.

“Yes and he decorated it, Happy New
Year come in,” Tessa wore a long brown dress that showed her belly
and it had grown.

She noticed Luke looking at it shocked
and she laughed, “Yes it’s big.”

“It’s perfect,” Collin said and kissed
her and rubbed her belly.

Ryan showed Luke and Ashley around the
house and they all sat and ate. After dinner they sat in the family
room and talked.

“We would like to thank you all for
coming to our very first New Years Day party, things will be a
little different next year,” he said rubbing Tessa’s belly, “Each
of you mean a lot to us. We would like to show you all something
upstairs, Tessa you first.”

They stood outside the door and Tessa
smiled at Collin.

“Mom do you want to open the door,”
Tessa smiled.

They all walked around and
smiled.

“You’re having twins
Tessa?” Maggie asked.

“Yes we are, we can find out in a
couple months what they are but there are definitely two. Collin
are we going to find out?” she asked him.

“That’s up to you” he smiled, “I
already know.”

“No you don’t” she grinned, “It’s a
surprise remember?”

“No I am pretty sure,” he
laughed.

“Alex do you have a guess?” Tessa
asked and laughed.

“I am trying to forget that day,” Alex
said.

~

They all walked downstairs and Luke
grabbed the bag.

“Collin do you have a
minute?” Luke asked.

Collin and Luke stood in the kitchen
and Ashley and Tessa looked at each other and laughed as they left
the room.

Luke handed the bag to Collin, it had
the two albums that she had made for him. “These don’t belong to me
anymore.”

Collin opened one and his eyes
widened. “Wow, thank you Luke.”

“No problem. I have a favor to ask, I
am going to be moving to New Jersey for awhile, and I need to tell
the Ross’s that I am ready to sell the house. I want to tell your
wife first. If you want to be there that’s fine but I would like to
do this now,” Luke said.

~

Luke asked Tessa if they could
talk.

They went into the living room and he
sat across from her.

“I am going to move to New Jersey,” he
said her eyes widened. “Dad bid on some much bigger jobs in the
city and I need to be there, so I will be selling the house. I am
going to tell your family so they can decide what they want to
do.”

“Okay,” she said and looked at
him.

“I asked your husband to let me tell
you first” he said.

“I know he told me you wanted to talk
to me,” she said sadly.

“What’s wrong?” he asked.

“I am going to miss you,” she said and
tears formed in her eyes.

“Now don’t do that, Tessa. You will
get us both in trouble,” Luke smiled.

“Okay,” Tessa tried to control her
breathing. “Does she make you happy?”

“Yes very much so,” he said and looked
down.

“Good, I am so glad,” she
smiled.

He knew she was being sincere. “Who
would have thought Tessa, less than a year ago, I would have never
guessed.”

“I guess this is what was supposed to
be,” she laughed.

“I think so,” he said and
laughed.

“So is Ashley the one?” she
asked.

“Ya I think so, it was different with
her than the others. It was my way of dealing with my Daddy issues.
Ya know screwing his girlfriend’s baby sister,” he laughed. “But
there was always a mutual respect.”

She was smiling, “Good
Lucas.”

“Just weird my Dad and her sister are
married,” he laughed.

“Maybe you should consider moving
further south, I hear that’s acceptable in some parts south of the
Mason Dixon line,” she laughed.

“Not funny ba…Tessa,” he
smiled.

“I am just joking, I am very happy for
you. And by the way, she didn’t even try to kick my ass, I think
she is actually sane,” Tessa said laughing.

“I bought land next to Ryan and Jade,
when I have a family I want them raised around here,” he told
her.

“That’s great, maybe our kids will be
friends someday,” she laughed.

“I am sure they would be, but I am in
no hurry, that kind of still scares me you know,” he said, “Four
years ago today Tessa.”

Tears immediately welled in her eyes,
“I know Lucas. I am sorry if this was hard for you today. God I am
so sorry.”

He wiped her tears and she smiled,
“You will make a great Daddy someday Lucas. You deserve
that.”

“Thanks baby, who knows maybe you’ll
have a girl and I will have a boy and…” he started.

“I will move far away,” they both
laughed. “Or maybe I will have the boy and you will have the girl,
have you met my husband?”

“Okay now it’s not so funny,” he
looked at her and let out a deep breath.

“I want you to know Lucas Links I will
always love you like I do my family,” Tessa said and wiped tears
away quickly.

“I feel the same Tessa” he stood up
and hugged her, “Your belly just kicked me.”

“I think they were saying close
enough,” she giggled.

He grabbed her face and brushed her
tears away and she closed her eyes.

“You ready to go back in there?” he
asked.

“I will be out in a minute okay?” she
smiled.

“You’re going to be okay?” he
asked.

“We are both going to be fine, better
than fine,” she smiled, “These hormones are kicking my ass I just
need a few minutes. I am going to the bathroom. Be out in a
minute.”

Tessa walked into the bathroom and sat
on the floor and cried. There was a knock on the door and she wiped
her face and opened the door.

Collin looked at her and shook his
head. He walked in and shut the door.

“Are you alright?” he asked and stood
away from her.

She blew out a breath and looked up at
him, “Yes, no. Four years ago today I lost a baby.”

“Is that what he wanted to say to you,
he upset you on purpose?” Collin snapped.

“No God no, I remember it. I was not
excited about my pregnancy with him until a few weeks before I lost
the baby. He was happy and wonderful then, one of the few times,”
she laughed.

Collin looked confused, “He has lost a
couple and one of his crazy ex girlfriends had an abortion behind
his back. He doesn’t think he deserves to be a father
Collin.”

“He needs to leave, he should not be
laying this on you. I am done with being …” Collin was
interrupted.

“COLLIN it wasn’t him it was me! I
brought it up. He simply told me he was selling the house and that
he thought Ashley was the one. I am happy for him. He mentioned
moving here and raising his family and well I said he deserves to
be a father, he will be a good father. He doesn’t believe he
deserves it. He wasn’t looking for pity. It’s me damn it. I hate to
see him hurt. Not just him, you, my family. I need people to be
happy!” she yelled.

He looked at her and took a deep
breath, “Is this the pregnancy causing this emotional
outburst?”

Tessa laughed and wiped her eyes, “The
emotional shit no, the outburst…possibly.”

He smiled at her, “Okay should we stay
in here all night or do you think you can keep it
together?”

“You did not just say that to me?”
Tessa snapped.

“Yes I did,” he said looking at
her.

“Collin,” she sneered.

“Beautiful crazy wife,” he
growled.

She tried not to laugh and a smile
spread across his face, “I am not crazy.”

“Okay,” he chuckled.

“God you drive me…” Tessa
started.

“Where do I drive you?” he asked and
stepped towards her and she crossed her arms, “Say it
Tessa.”

She laughed and turned away from
him.

“Say it,” he said louder.

“No,” she smiled.

“I will then, CRAZY,” he grabbed her
and turned her towards him and kissed her.

“You’re not funny,” she
pouted.

“I am,” he said and kissed her
neck.

“Your hot,” she laughed.

“And I am yours Tessa always,” he
kissed her again, “Even when you act like a crazy
women.”

Tessa laughed, “And I am
yours.”

He hugged her and kissed her, “Let’s
go Cybil.”

She stood and scowled at him, he
laughed and picked her up and set her gently over his shoulder. He
opened the door and smacked her ass.

Ashley stood waiting in the kitchen
with Jade for the bathroom.

Collin smiled when he saw them and
slowly set Tessa on the ground.

“If you smack my ass again,” Tessa
started.

“We have company Tessa,” Collin kissed
the top of her head.

“Well I wasn’t going to tell them what
I was going to have you do to my ass to make up for …” Collin
covered her mouth.

Jade laughed and Tessa
gasped.

“Please excuse my wife she is kind
of…” Collin began.

“Crazy?” Jade laughed.

Tessa took a deep breath and looked up
at Collin, “Is my Dad standing back there too?”

Collin shook his head no.

“Have we scared Alex again?” Tessa
sighed.

Collin smiled and shook his head no,
“Just poor Ashley who doesn’t know you like the rest of these
people do. She probably really thinks your crazy now.”

Tessa turned around and smiled widely,
“Sorry.”

“I wasn’t trying to listen to your
conversation but…” Ashley started.

“You were very loud Tessa,” Jade
laughed.

“He loves you. I am over the moon
happy for him and you. I just worry and I know I should not, it’s
not my place, sorry. I understand if you want to kick my ass, go
ahead,” Tessa said and sighed.

Luke walked out into the kitchen,
“Everything alright Ash?”

Ashley smiled and laughed, “Yes it’s
fine thank you.”

“Alright then I will be in here with
Ryan, right in there okay” Luke said and walked away.

“He thinks we are going to fight?”
Ashley asked Tessa.

“Yep,” Tessa yawned.

Jade laughed, “You tired
Tessa?”

“God this has been an exhausting day,”
Tessa said and closed her eyes.

“For some reason I feel like I should
go in the other room as well, please don’t…over do it Tessa,”
Collin kissed her and walked away giving Jade a look.

“You want him to be happy. You think I
am the one?” Ashley smiled.

“I do and if that upsets or hurts you
I am sorry,” Tessa said and looked down.

Ashley laughed, “Why would that upset
me Tessa?”

“I don’t know but I am not going to
promise you ass play in order for you to get over any stupid
jealous notions that might be constructed in you head,” Tessa
yawned again and giggled.

“WHAT the HELL is going on in here?”
Luke laughed as he walked in the room

Jade, Ashley, and Tessa burst out
laughing and couldn’t stop.

The rest of the night they all had
fun. Ashley was just like her sister and Luke and her seemed very
comfortable together. Collin watched Tessa and knew she was
alright. John decided to announce that he would be buying the house
and Alex and Phoebe would move into the farm after his
graduation.

~

They laid in bed in each others
arms.

“Was all that too much for you Tessa?”
Collin asked as he rubbed her back.

“It was perfect, why do you want to go
again?” she asked and kissed him.

“Well sure but I was talking about the
Luke situation.” He said looking in her eyes.

“No,” she smiled. “I think it’s
wonderful, she seems amazing and he truly looks happy. I am very
happy for him. Are you alright?”

“Let’s see your ex is moving and has
someone else and your parents will be our neighbors not him, yes I
think it is a perfect start to a New Year,” he smiled.

“I love you so much Collin, you are
more than I could ever dream possible.” She said.

“Well they really weren’t all that big
of shoes to fill.” Collin smiled.

“Silly man, you never even had to
worry. It almost makes me crazy that you even thought that way,”
she said.

“This is still all new territory
Tessa, your world is much different than what I am use to,” he
laughed. “But in two days, you’re going to see exactly what I mean.
I just hope you can handle it.”

“I can’t wait,” she moved on top of
him and kissed him “But for now…”
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They walked onto the street and he
hailed a cab. Collin watched Tessa cautiously as she took in the
scene. She was immediately surrounded by kids asking for food and
she reached in her purse and handed them all the money she
had.

“Tessa let’s go,” he said and opened
the door for her and slid in beside her.

He gave the address to the driver and
they pulled into a gated resort just outside of town.

“Collin what are we doing here, they
need us, did you see them, they are hungry and just children,” she
said and started to tear up.

“Tessa, it was a long day, we are
going to eat and shower and rest, tomorrow we head up the mountain.
But you can’t give them things like you did, there are people
watching children like them. The kids take them money and some of
them watch for people like you. This is not like where you were
raised. This was not a good idea,” he said and shook his
head.

“Collin I am sorry. I will do better,”
she said knowing he was deeply concerned.

They checked into the hotel and went
to their room.

“Is this alright?” he
asked as she looked around.

He could tell she was
upset.

“Yes it’s nice,” she sat on the edge
of the bed, “Are you upset with me?”

“No Tessa, worried that this is going
to be too much. Worried that you won’t say no and that bringing you
here puts a target on your back” he laughed. “What I love about you
most may cause you to be in harms way, I just didn’t consider that
before we came.”

“Just tell me what to do, I can handle
this I promise,” she panicked.

“Let’s shower and go eat” he smiled
and stroked her cheek.

They showered together and they both
felt better after.

“Thank You,” she said as he wrapped
the towel around her and kissed her neck.

“No Mrs. Abraham, thank you” he said
and smiled.

She laughed, “Anytime”

~

The next morning they left the
comforts of the resort and headed up the dirt mountain trail. The
ride was two hours and he was worried that the heat and rough roads
would be too much for her.

“Here Tessa drink please,” Collin
opened another bottle of water and handed it to her.

“Collin thank you but I am fine,”
Tessa smiled and rubbed his hand.

“It’s hot Tessa please,” he looked
nervously at her.

“Collin I see your concerned and I
truly love that, however I have had three bottles of water, we are
on a very bumpy road and if I drink anymore I may wet my shorts. So
please,” Tessa laughed.

“Do you need to use the…” he
started.

“Restroom?” she laughed, “No but the
more you talk about it the more I think about it and…I am not
thirsty. But Thank you, I am going to try to sleep a bit
okay?”

“You’re tired? This is too much I
should…” Collin stopped talking and kissed her hand,
“Sorry.”

~

They approached and she saw the
village surrounded by a fence with razor wire on top.

“We’re here” he said.

She looked around and they pulled up
to the heavily guarded gate. He jumped out and spoke with one of
the guards who looked in the window.

“Welcome Ma’am” he said in
a thick Latin accent.

She smiled and looked at Collin. He
winked at her and went inside the guard shack and came out with a
bag.

“You ready?” he asked and kissed
her.

She shook her head yes and watched as
they opened the large gate.

“Is all that necessary?” she
whispered.

He smiled, “Yes.”

She held tightly to his hand as they
drove past steel buildings and then through another gated area
leading to a large village.

There were kids playing and people
working in the fields surrounding the village.

The truck came to a stop and he got
out. He opened the door for her and she took a deep breath and
stepped out. They walked into the first aid building and she looked
around.

”How are you feeling?” he
asked.

She looked at him, “Overwhelmed but
ready to work.”

“Okay but I would like to show you
around are you up for it?” he asked.

“I just sat in a truck for two hours,”
she smiled and looked at him, “Are you up for it?”

They walked around and he showed her
where the food and supplies were stored. He introduced her to Mick,
who was in charge of the supplies.

“Mick this is Tessa, my
wife. She has full access understood?”

“Yes sir.” Mick said.

He showed her the rest of the village
and introduced her to all the key contact people.

Three hours later she looked
tired.

“You’re ready to rest,”
Collin asked.

“No we can continue, but I do need a
bathroom” she said and grabbed his hand.

“Tessa we should keep it professional
while we are here,” he dropped her hand.

“Okay,” she really didn’t
understand but did as he asked. “What is the gated area we drove
through?”

“That’s where I spend most of my time.
The village is under twenty four hour surveillance. The medical
facility will be gated by the end of the week, so you will feel
safe there. Until then I will have someone with you when I am
not.”

“Oh so you won’t be with me?” she
asked.

“The medical facility is operated six
hours a day, until it’s gated it will be four hours. I will be
there with you most of the time,” he answered.

“And what will we do the rest of the
day?” she asked.

“We will be in the gated area. I will
be doing some training there. That is also where our living
quarters are. You will be able to use internet and whatever you
want in our quarters,” he smiled.

“Okay,” she said, “So am I going with
you for training?”

“No Tessa, that area is restricted,”
he said.

They walked through the gates and
towards a brick building.

“We are going to our
living quarters, if anyone needs me, let me know,” he told the
guard.

They pulled in front of a brick
building. He opened the door for her.

“It’s not like home
Tessa,” he warned her.

Collin punched in a code and she heard
a loud click. He pushed the door opened and walked through a door
into a hallway. They walked past several doors and came to the end
of the hallway and he punched in another code. They walked into a
light room that had a desk and small kitchen.

“Home sweet home” he
smiled.

He pushed the door shut and it buzzed
when it locked.

“Our bedroom and bathroom
are through that door, no one else has access, no one is allowed. I
hope you feel safe.”

She walked through the door into the
bedroom. There was a bed, an armoire and two nightstands. The
bathroom had a bathtub, toilet, and sink.

“Our things are in the
foyer, I will go get them,” he smiled and walked out.

He was gone for a couple minutes and
returned with two large bags and a smaller one. He walked into the
bedroom and she was sitting on the bed.

“Tessa you haven’t said much of
anything since we arrived.”

“I am just trying to take it all in,”
she said.

“So what is bothering you?” he
asked.

“Nothing,” she said.

“I am not convinced,” Collin said and
looked bothered.

She laughed, “I am very sorry
sir.”

“Does that bother you?” he
asked.

“No, it’s kind of hot, sir” she said
and laughed again.

He smiled, “So we are
okay?”

“Of course,” she smiled.

He hugged her, “I think we should keep
this professional sir”

He laughed, “That’s what’s bothering
you”

“No I get it,” she said and looked
down, “Okay yes it bothers me, I wasn’t trying to jump you out
there I was trying to hold your hand.”

He sat on the bed and pulled her onto
him, “They don’t see me like you do, and it is better that
way.”

“Alright so I can’t hold my husband’s
hand or kiss him or grab him here anytime I want?” She
asked.

He smiled and went to kiss her. Tessa
stood up.

“It’s going to be a very
long two weeks,” Tessa walked into the bathroom.

He laughed, “Get out here.”

She walked out and went through the
bags and found the toiletries. He walked towards her and she walked
past him into the bathroom and shut the door.

They walked out of the building, “Sir,
will you let me know the codes so that I can go in when I am given
permission sir.”

“Of course,” he said and sounded a
little hurt.

“Where are we going sir?’ she
smiled.

“Tessa stop,” he said.

“No sir I am going to keep this very
professional,” she smiled looking down.

“You’re going to drive me crazy,” he
whispered.

“Two weeks, we can be professional
can’t we sir? I mean you could order me to drop to my knees right
here and take you in my...” she started.

“Stop please,” he whined.

“Yes sir, I am so sorry, maybe you
should bend me over your knee and spank me for being so
insubordinate.”

“You’re impossibly frustrating,”
Collin grabbed her hand.

She smiled, “Your holding my
hand.”

“Yes I am,” he rolled his
eyes.

~

The next week she followed most of his
rules. He stayed with her only leaving occasionally when he
received a call. He even started kissing her on the cheek before he
left. The women who helped in the clinic smiled each time. Although
Tessa could not understand the women they seemed to be able to
communicate better and better every day. Tessa was going to learn
Spanish.

They walked into their home away from
home and he laid down to rest with her. When she fell asleep he
would go to the training building. She would do grant work and
tried to figure out cheaper ways to get more for the people in the
village.

She walked outside the building and to
the training area. The guard looked shocked when she walked
up.

“I need to see Mr.
Abraham,” he looked confused, “I would take me to him if I were
you, he would be upset if you didn’t do as I asked.”

The guard opened the door and they
walked in. There were men training, lots of them. She looked around
and saw all sorts of different obstacles. The guard hurried her
past the physical training area and went though a door that lead to
a large classroom. She didn’t see Collin yet and she was starting
to get nervous. They went to an elevator that took them to the
floor beneath. It opened and it was a much bigger version of the
basement room in his Cape Code home.

Collin saw her walk in, “I will call
you back in a little bit.”

He walked over towards Tessa, “Is
everything alright?”

“Yes sir, your wife insisted she see
you,” the guard saluted him.

“You are dismissed,” Collin said and
looked angry.

He took Tessa’s hand and led her into
a large conference room. She was looking around.

“Are you okay?” he
asked.

“Yes I just had some ideas that I
wanted to talk to you about,” Tessa said looking around.

“And it could not have waited?” he
asked.

“I guess,” she said.

“You aren’t supposed to be in here, we
have talked about this,” his voice was very
authoritative.

“You talked about it,” she said
sarcastically.

He shook his head, “Alright, let’s go
back and we can discuss it in our quarters.”

“What is this all about?” she
asked.

“Tessa, let’s go back,” he took her
hand.

She sat down and looked at him, “Why
can’t we discuss it here?”

He looked at her and she was annoyed
and he was pissed.

”Fine, but if you intend to keep
things from me…” she started.

“What?” he snapped.

She stood up and walked to the door
and he followed.

They walked through the training area
and he watched her take in everything. They walked into their
quarters and she walked past him and went into the bedroom and shut
the door, he opened it and walked in.

“What did you need to talk
to me about?”

“I just wanted to see you,” she
said

“You couldn’t have called?” he
asked.

“No, I wanted to see you,
if I wanted to talk I would have called, thus the
see you comment,” she
whispered knowing she was pissing him off and trying in vain to
stop.

“You wanted to see what was in that
building,” Collin narrowed his eyes.

“Of course I want to know what you do
when you’re not with me. I sit in here for what seems like ever
alone while you’re in there doing whatever it is your doing, I
missed you. But now I am tired and I am going to sleep,” she laid
down and covered her head.

“In that building we train young men
to defend themselves. These countries are impoverished and when
they are not educated or able they are quick to join those that
have more. They join the groups that supply the drugs and arms that
ruin lives. We teach them about our country which they hate. They
are raised to believe that we have something to do with their
poverty and when they see the television and hear about the United
States and their allies they resent us and we end up in situations
like September eleventh. Here they learn differently. And where you
are most of them have family and they see us taking care of their
women and children. Many of them have none, outside these walls men
are not kind, they are drugged and angry. They rape and kill women
and children. If we can give them knowledge and power they can
defend themselves against the guerillas and drug lords. The room
you saw me in helps us to see the areas most desperately in need,
it helps us to ensure that we keep everyone here safe. The men we
trust and have built relationships with over years end up taking
over and keeping a large amount of people safe when we leave,” he
finished.

“I think you’re missing something
Collin. What about teaching the women how to defend themselves?
They should have that opportunity as well. They raise these little
people who may know nothing about us as well. Isn’t that part of
what started September eleventh Collin? Didn’t our country train
those who plotted against us?” she said as she sat up and looked at
him. “The women are the ones raising the children. And why is it I
can’t be in there with you?”

“You’re right, in a sense, Tessa we
can work on a program when we get home, if you want to. But our
program is much different than those that trained the terrorists
that attacked our country Tessa. I have been there in that area of
the world, fighting in two tours. What you’re involved in outside
of that building teaches way more than weaponry! We are helping
them become self sufficient teaching them how to sustain what we
start, after we leave, to become independent from the cartels and
guerilla forces here. But without the other they can’t protect
themselves Tessa. It would be like feeding a baby a damn steak! And
it’s not a place you need to be, I can take care of you. I know how
you feel about hunting I am pretty sure you don’t like weapons and
I was trying to keep all that out of your life” his eyes pierced
her.

Tessa’s was aware of how angry she had
made him.

“Collin, I…I feel like you think I am
doubting you,” Tessa whispered.

“Tessa that’s exactly what you’re
doing!” he snapped.

“No I am questioning what I don’t know
and don’t understand. What you’re keeping from me. Have you ever
heard the term ignorance is bliss well it had the opposite effect
on me. It pisses me off!” Tessa snapped back.

“Well have you ever heard the term
curiosity killed the cat TESSA? Some of those men came from the
groups we are trying to stop. And you are safe in here! But no your
curious ass doesn’t trust me enough to sit still! What if one of
them…Damn it. We are done and going home. I will make arrangements.
Do you think you can sit your ass still for an hour so I can get
you the fuck out of here,” Collin yelled.

“Fuck you,” Tessa said under her
breath.

“Excuse me?” Collin gasped.

Tessa laid down and covered her
head.

“Tessa!” Collin stormed over to the
bed and pulled the covers off her head.

She buried her face in the pillow,
“Leave me alone!”

Collin stood up and walked towards the
door and stopped. He looked back and saw her body shaking ever so
slightly.

“Tessa, damn it talk to me,” he said
and placed his hand on her back.

Tessa jumped up and walked into the
bathroom he heard her blowing her nose and the water run. When she
came out he was sitting on the edge of the bed looking into her
eyes and his hand rested over his heart. He let out a breath and
slowly shook his head from side to side.

“I am not a weak person. Nor am I
untrustworthy or stupid Collin. I tell you everything there is to
know about me. I can’t have secrets in my life. I have huge trust
issues from my previous relationship. I have opened up to you,
trusted you, loved you, with all that I am because of who I believe
you to be. I haven’t asked about your past and love that I don’t
worry about things like that with you. You opened yourself up to me
exposing everything which made me trust you that much more. It made
me feel like your partner and your equal. Not someone taking the
backseat waiting just waiting to be made to feel like a lesser
person. This whole thing hurts. Maybe I went about it the wrong
way. I apologize if you think I doubt you or the wonderful things
you do for people because I don’t. I just wanted to know, no I
needed to know. My God Collin do you not remember that I was in the
mix when Catherine turned up. Now please accept my apology and do
whatever it is you need to do. I am exhausted and need to rest and
be alone for awhile. Which bothers me because this whole thing
started because I was lonely alone in here,” Tessa laid down and
covered herself up.

“Tessa I…” Collin started.

“No please Collin this is not to hurt
you. I am tired, really very tired,” Tessa hugged the blankets and
closed her eyes.

Tessa slept for three hours and when
she woke he was sitting in a chair across the room watching her.
She went to the bathroom and came out and crawled back into bed
without saying a word to him.

“Tessa please talk to me,” he
whispered kneeling next to the bed.

“What time is it?” she
asked.

“Eight at night,” he answered and
pushed her hair away from her face, “I have dinner.”

“I am not hungry,” she said and turned
on her other side and pulled the blankets around her
self.

“Tessa please,” he said
softly.

She sat up and looked at him, “Collin
I really am just tired. I am sorry about all this.”

“Don’t be it was me…” He
started.

Tessa felt tears in her eyes and her
lip began to quiver, “I want to sleep okay, I am tired. Can this
wait please?”

He grabbed her face, “We need to talk
about this but I will let you rest. Tessa I love you.”

“Thank you,” she said and closed her
eyes and a tear fell.

He wiped it away and she laid down and
fell asleep.

Tessa woke two hours later and he was
still kneeling beside the bed. His head resting on the mattress, he
was asleep. She watched him sleep for a long time. He looked
peaceful not angry or hurt or betrayed like she had made him feel.
She wanted to stay and watch him sleep but there were two little
ones using her bladder as a trampoline.

“I love you so much,” she whispered as
she started to slide out of bed.

Collin jumped and looked at her. He
looked like a frightened animal just waiting to be
attacked.

Tessa immediately started to cry and
grabbed him and hugged him. He was tense and held her
tightly.

“Are you okay?” he asked pulling back
and holding her face in his hand.

“I have to go to the bathroom,” she
said shaking her head yes.

Collin closed his eyes and released
her face and stood back and offered her his hand.

Tessa looked at him and took a deep
breath. She looked down and closed her eyes.

“Tessa please,” he breathed out
softly.

She took his hand and quickly went to
the bathroom.

“Oh my God,” she moaned
when she finally went to the bathroom.

When she washed her hands and walked
out.

“What is it Tessa?” he asked when she
came out.

She looked confused, “Oh my God
what?”

Tessa shook her head and tried not to
smile.

“Please, are you okay?” he
pleaded.

“Yes,” she smiled.

“Please tell me what that meant then
Tessa,” he grabbed her hands urgently.

“Collin I don’t think now is a great
time to answer that question,” Tessa said softly, “Lets sleep
please can we sleep.”

“Whatever you want Tessa,” Collin
pulled her into his arms, “I. LOVE. YOU.”

“I love you Collin, I love you,” she
whispered and hugged him.

Collin pulled the covers down and she
laid in bed, he dropped his pants and pulled his shirt off and
crawled in behind her and held her tightly against him.

“Tessa I will let you sleep but please
tell me what you were thinking about in the bathroom please,”
Collin asked.

Tessa rolled and faced him.

“Its not important right now please I
can’t fight anymore today please,” Tessa asked.

“I want you to get whatever it was off
your mind before you fall asleep, you were crying in your sleep
earlier because I upset you so please I want you to get it out now
I don’t want to hear you cry again, please,” Collin wasn’t letting
it go.

Tessa let out a deep breath and sat
up, “I won’t ever lie to you. I will always tell you the truth and
if I answer that you’ll be mad and for no reason it is
stupid.”

He sat up, “I won’t be Tessa just tell
me the truth.”

“Okay, fine. It’s stupid and means
nothing. I had to go to the bathroom for a longtime. I chose to
watch you sleep, you looked peaceful, not like earlier, I wanted to
watch you sleep. When I couldn’t take it anymore I finally got up
and the pressure was horrendous. When I finally peed it felt good.
When I was younger I asked Luke what it felt like for a man when he
came and that’s what he told me when you have to pee really bad and
finally do. I never understood what he meant and well I kind of get
it. Are we going to fight again?”

“Was our fight so awful that you miss
him?” he asked.

“No Collin, it was worse than I ever
felt with anything I ever went through with him. I hurt you today.
This had nothing to do with Luke and again we should not be having
this conversation now I feel guilty and awful and I am so angry at
myself for making you mad or to question or doubt how much I
respect you and your work, how much I adore and love you. I don’t
think it’s good for them so can we please Collin, can we please not
fight?”

“Sure but he is wrong that’s not what
it feels like,” Collin laid down and pulled her into his
arms.

“Sorry,” she whispered snuggling into
him.

“There is heat that starts in your
groin and it builds and moves to your testicles like liquid fire
without a burn just heat, it slowly moves down your shaft as you
harden it moves down tingling inside, pressure, heat, and a tickle
inside until you release. When you release its mindless pleasure
that takes over your entire body. When I come inside you it’s
almost spiritual, like I am sharing energy with you, giving you my
pleasure, I had never not used a condom until you. Its not like you
have to take a piss Tessa, it’s amazing. I am not mad. I love you
goodnight,” Collin looked up and Tessa’s mouth was open and her
eyebrows raised.

“Are you okay?” Tessa shook her head
yes and turned her back to him and laid down.

“Tessa I love you,” he said and
propped himself up on his elbow and turned her towards him and
kissed her gently on the cheek.

Tessa moaned loudly and let out the
breath she had been holding since he began talking. She squeezed
her knees together tightly and closed her eyes so he couldn’t see
them rolling into the back of her head.

Holy
shit, she thought.

Her breasts were tight and heavy and
her nipples taunt.

“Wow Tessa,” he said with a smile in
his voice.

She opened her eyes and looked at him
and shook her head.

He licked his lips and bit down on his
lower lip and she threw her head back and he pulled her chin so she
was looking at him again.

“Sorry, damn it sorry,” Tessa said and
felt incredibly embarrassed.

He kissed her lips softly and pulled
his head back away from her.

“Can I help you out?” he whispered and
kissed her again.

Tessa grabbed his face and kissed him.
She gently pushed him to his back and started to climb on him. He
held her back gently.

“Tessa we need to get you ready,” he
growled.

“All set,” she said in a raspy
voice.

“Tell me what it feels like Tessa,”
his breath was hot against her neck as he kissed her.

“Oh God, I need you,” she purred
softly holding back afraid she would come without him inside of her
and she wanted him inside of her badly.

“Tell me,” he
demanded.

“Damn it Collin,” she whined, “Like I
need a Q tip, like I have been camping for a month and I need to
clean my ears, that there is an itch and please Collin.”

She heard him chuckle as he kissed her
collarbone.

“Not funny,” her voice was raspy and
she tried to squeeze her knees together and he put his knee between
hers stopping her.

He skipped past her breasts and went
to her belly teasing her, he moved to her thigh and ran his tongue
hard against her pubic bone and blew his hot breath on her
throbbing clit.

“Collin,” she growled.

“You need me Tessa, as much as I need
you,” he licked up her thigh causing her to whimper.

“You don’t want to come until I am
deep inside you, you want to feel me fill you with my cock and your
reward is my come. You need me just as badly as I need you,” he
growled and licked her from back to front.

Tessa’s body came apart immediately
and he pushed into her holding nothing back. He thrust hard and
deep into her and his name echoed from her mouth through the brick
walls of their home away from home.

He didn’t stop until she was no longer
meeting his thrusts and her nails stopped digging into his back and
her arms laid limp at her sides.

When he came she felt him twitch and
jerk inside of her as he told her he loved her over and over again.
When he pulled out she felt his slick erection drag across her
thigh until it she was empty and let out a moan.

He laid beside her and grabbed her
hand and kissed her fingers and held her hand against his rapidly
beating heart.

“Q tips?” he said through labored
breath.

Tessa giggled softly, “Cleaning my
ears with a Q-tip. A build up of pressure and heat in my lower
abdomen pulsing in my who who and then when your inside of me I
feel completely full and all that pressure peaks until finally it
has nowhere else to radiate than throughout all of me.”

“Okay no more talk I am exhausted and
getting hard again, I love you, goodnight,” he breathed
softly.

“Q-tips, dark chocolate, a pedicure,
your smile, during a small earthquake,” Tessa yawned and giggled,
“I love you.”

Collin growled and rolled to his
stomach, “Goodnight Tessa!”

~

Tessa woke to Collin sitting dressed
on the edge of the bed.

“Good morning beautiful,” he said
cautiously.

She smiled and sat up and hugged him
tightly, “Good morning.”

“I have been thinking and I know you
need to feel like you can take care of yourself so maybe you would
like to learn about weapons,” Collin said and kissed her
head.

“Do you want to teach me to shoot?”
she asked with a smile.

“If you want to learn I would love to
teach you,” his face was set in determination.

“Okay so if I am a good student and
learn quickly can I maybe go with you sometimes while you train?”
she asked.

He laughed, “Sure Tessa.”

You’re going to regret
that pampas ass, she thought.

“Can we go now?” she asked.

He looked at his watch “Yes actually
it’s perfect timing get dressed.”

~

They walked in and he showed her how
to hold the gun and how to aim. She played stupid real well, and as
he wrapped his arms around her teaching her how to handle the
pistol she leaned into him and knew it was very distracting to
him.

“Alright if this makes you
uncomfortable than you can stop ok?” he stroked her face
gently.

“We have a deal right?” she
asked.

He smiled and shook his head yes and
she aimed and shot dead center until the magazine was emptied. She
turned and smiled at him.

“I win,” he looked
shocked. “I don’t like killing animals, but I really like
guns.”

She wasn’t sure if he was angry or
upset or what he was thinking when he took her hand and led her
back to their quarters. They walked in.

“Are you mad at me?” she
asked as she pulled her hand away.

“That was hot Tessa,” he
said and laid her on the bed and ripped her shirt off.

“You should see me with a bow,” she
laughed as buttons flew everywhere.

The rest of the week she went to see
him when she was done at the clinic. She planned it so that she
arrived when he was doing PT, she loved seeing the drill sergeant
authoritive Collin, with anyone else but her, and physical and
sweaty and the way he looked when he saw her walk in. He softened
when he looked in her eyes, but in two seconds he was yelling and
ordering people around.

Tessa spent a lot of time with
Alejandra the girl that worked in the medical center, she had grown
very close to her. She knew that leaving her there would be hard.
She was only seventeen, and smart as a whip. She caught on very
fast and could even communicate with her a bit. Tessa had emailed
her mother and would have a package delivered a couple days before
they left. There were a few things she wanted Alejandra to have.
Mostly clothes and books, she had decided that she was the one who
would look after the medical center and she and Collin agreed that
if things went alright, when she was eighteen they would make
arrangements for her to attend nursing school in Mexico and pay for
it.

The night before they left Tessa and
Collin stayed up late making sure things were all set. They drove
to the airport and Tessa looked up at him and tried to avoid the
children’s pleading for food and money.

He smiled down at her, “We can’t save
them all Tessa, but we can help many who will eventually help
children like these.”
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The house was amazing. They had
installed invisible fence all the way to the pond and Leia was
happy. Tessa and Collin laughed and loved often.

The next few months were a
dream, they decided not to find out what they were having and
celebrated Collins twenty ninth birthday on June
13th.
She was busy trying to clean up from the little party so that she
could attempt to throw a party upstairs for just the two of them.
She bent down to pick up a magazine that had dropped and her water
broke. She smiled and cleaned up the mess. She ignored any pain she
was feeling and calmly walked up the stairs and he was in the
shower.

“You coming in beautiful?” he smiled
when he saw her walk in.

“Yes,” she said, “But you can’t touch
me.”

“Really, that’s one hell of a way to
end my favorite birthday so far,” he laughed.

“Collin, I think you have a couple
more gifts on there way, my water just broke, I am going to take a
shower and then we are going to the hospital,” she said very
calmly.

“You’re being serious,” he finally
said and he watched her slowly undress.

She laughed, “Yes very.”

“What can I do?” he asked.

“Get dressed, get the bags that are in
the closet, and I will be done in a minute,” she said as she
stepped in the shower, “Any guesses yet?”

“Two babies… Tessa how can you be so
unbelievably calm right now?” he asked.

“I have you, and we are all going to
be fine,” she said. “Now please go get dressed, we are going to
have a long night.

~

She lay in the hospital bed and the
doctor came in. “How are you two feeling?”

“Great,” she said holding Collins
hand.

“Your contractions are right on top of
each other, how long have you been having them?” he
asked.

“Since about noon” she answered, “My
water broke an hour ago and this hurts like hell, could you check
me?”

“Since noon Tessa?” Collin asked
agitated, “Why didn’t you tell me?”

“It was your birthday” she smiled. “I
wanted you to have a nice time, and until now they have been
perfectly fine.”

“You are nine centimeters dilated,
Tessa. You’re going to have these babies very soon,” Dr. Brown
said.

“Collin could you grab my phone, and
text my parents” she said looking at him, he looked lost, “You’re a
doctor you can handle this.”

Tessa closed her eyes and
winced.

“I wish I could take your place,” he
said quietly.

“Well that isn’t going to happen,” she
smiled.

“Do you want your mom in here?” he
asked.

“No just you and I,” she said and
grabbed his hand and squeezed through a contraction.
“Sorry”

“Don’t be,” he said and sent the
message.

“Tessa do you want something for
pain?” Dr. Brown asked.

“No thank you,” she said and closed
her eyes and breathed.

“Tessa, if you’re hurting please take
something, I don’t want to see you in pain,” he said.

“Dr. Brown could you get my husband
something I think this is going to be a little rough on him,” she
said and laughed.

He smiled at her.

“By the way I am guessing boys,” she
smiled.

“Are you concerned about them being
early?” he asked.

“They have been in my belly for long
enough, they will be perfect,” Tessa smiled.

At eleven fifty pm there first child
was born, a beautiful boy with brown curly hair and big blue eyes,
he weighed seven pounds and two ounces he was twenty inches long
and perfect. She labored for another hour before their second son
was born, he was six pounds ten ounces and twenty one inches long
and perfect, his hair was a little lighter and his eyes were blue.
They both cried after the birth of each. They had not discussed
names and at the time they didn’t care. They had a lot of visitors,
her entire family and Tomas all were in the waiting room when the
perfect little boy’s were born. Tessa made Collin wait for an hour
after they were born before she allowed anyone in. They both
latched on perfectly.

“You need to rest beautiful” he kissed
her.

“I don’t want them to take them to the
nursery, I want to go home with my three favorite boy’s and just
lay in our bed for weeks, holding all of you,” she looked down at
them.

“They can stay in here Tessa, but you
are going to rest. Maybe we could name them?” he smiled and kissed
her nose.

“Do you have any ideas?” she
asked.

“I know I think their middle names one
or both should be Ross,” he suggested.

“Matthew and Mark?” She said and
laughed, ”The first two books of the New Testament?”

“Great names but Luke follows that
right?” he asked.

“Actually yes and my God sons name is
Luke, not Lucas,” she said and looked hurt.

“Tessa I’m sorry,” he said and kissed
her, “Matthew and Mark would be fine.”

“No, I want one of them to be named
after you. Collin John?” she asked.

“What about Collin Ross?” he
asked.

“No that will cause sibling issues
Ross can be the other’s middle name, that way both are named after
family,” she smiled at him.

“I really like Matthew,” he said and
looked at the second baby, “Matthew Ross?”

She smiled, “I like it, Collin John
and Matthew Ross, are we sure?”

“I like them both, I think they’re
perfect,” he said and kissed her.

“CJ and Mr.A,” she said and laughed,
“Matthew means gift from God and Collin you were a gift from God,
and these two are as well.”

He smiled, “Ya that works.”

They slept most of the first night,
Collin insisted she take something for pain, she didn’t
argue.

The next morning they received
flowers, yellow Roses and white daisies from Lucas and
Ashley.

-Congratulations on the
birth of your sons. LYA Lucas and Ashley.

White roses and blue carnations from
Ben.

-Two boys to occupy the
two girls, joking Collin.

I am very happy for you
both,

Love Ya,

Ben

Collin read her the cards.

“They are bone heads,” she
laughed.

“Okay I understand Ben’s but what does
LYA mean?” he asked.

“Love you anyways,” she said without
thinking.

“Oh,” he said.

“Sorry,” she said.

She picked up Matthew, “Your Daddy
need’s to stop asking silly questions if he doesn’t want the
answer, tell him Matthew, say Daddy, Mommy loves you forever, so
stop pouting because mommy wants to bite that bottom lip and one
thing will lead to another and well, you don’t want mommy
frustrated do you, no of course not.”

Collin smiled, “CJ tell mommy it’s
fine and remind her she still has a beautiful mouth that seems to
be in working order.”

She scowled at him and he smirked,
they both started laughing.

The Abraham family of four went home
two days later and looked around, there were more flowers and food
everywhere. He smiled. As she held the door open and he carried the
boys in the house.

“I am so glad to be home,”
Tessa hugged Collin.

The next two weeks were crazy, the
boys ate every two hours and slept and pooped and she cleaned, she
refused to have help other than family when they dropped in. She
was exhausted and he was too, when she woke he woke, when one was
feeding Collin burped the other, he was much better at it than she
was. He was exhausted and so was she. They never fought once about
it, they were a team and very good at it.

“Collin,” she laughed, “sweetheart you
need a haircut.”

“What this shaggy look isn’t working
for you?” he laughed.

“It works,” she said and raised her
eyebrow and looked at him.

“Tessa we have a few weeks, don’t look
at me like that,” he said and his nose flared.

“Don’t tell me what to do,” she
said.

She laid CJ down and took Matthew and
put him down.

“Your turn” she said and that was all
it took he was clearly aroused and she clearly wanted to take care
of that for him.

“That is not fair to you,” Collin let
out a deep breath.

She smiled, and went down. He didn’t
take nearly as long as he had five weeks ago and when he finished
his face turned red. She laughed and he shook his head and looked
away.

“Thanks wife,” he said.

“Anytime husband, just ask,” she
smiled.

She came out of the bathroom, “Tessa
we need help here, just for a few weeks. A nanny, a housekeeper,
someone to do the shopping, something, we can’t keep expecting your
family to do all they have been.”

“No nanny,” she said and laid down in
his arms.

“Okay I agree but a housekeeper. I
miss you. I know it sounds insane but if your mom wasn’t here
taking care of laundry and shopping she may be able to relax and
enjoy them. And if you weren’t obsessively bleaching our home,” he
laughed, “We might be able to eat a meal together, or go get our
hair cut.”

She smiled, “Fine but only a few hours
a day and not on the weekends.”

He kissed her, “Thank you.”

“But they don’t take care of the
boys,” she said.

“Okay, I agree, our responsibility” he
said.

“Our gifts,” she smiled.”Can we go
running together?”

“Yes,” he said and smiled.

“Okay and maybe I can start dancing
again,” she clapped.

“We are doing this so we can rest
right?” he asked.

“Yep, and maybe dance,” she curled up
to him and they both fell asleep.

His old housekeeper was there the next
morning.

He hugged her and she laughed. “Happy
to see me Mr. Abraham?”

“Yes,” he said.

He had never shown affection to anyone
before Tessa.

She walked down the stairs and smiled,
“Wow that was fast.”

“Sorry Tessa but I have been very
tired,” he said and hugged her, “Good morning are the boys
awake?”

“Not yet,” she said and kissed
him.

She talked to Joan a bit and Collin
showed her the apartment above the garage.

“Is your Mom coming over today?” he
asked.

“Yes for a few hours, oh I should call
her and tell her not to bother,” Tessa grabbed her
phone.

“Please, we haven’t left the house in
weeks, go with me to get a haircut and let me take you to dinner,”
he said with pleading eyes.

She agreed and knew this must be hard
for him, he had spent all his life going nonstop and not having to
answer to anyone.

~

Two weeks later the fair was in town
and Collin talked Tessa into taking the kids to the parade, she
didn’t want people touching them and he knew she was a bit
overprotective.

“They may actually like
being out of the confines of our home,” he said poking fun at her,
“Besides we have yet to use that double stroller.”

“Fine” she said and got
ready.

Tessa felt fat and nasty, even though
she had lost all but ten pounds already her body was not tight and
it drove her crazy.

She wore Capri’s and a linen long
shirt.

“You look beautiful” he
said and kissed her.

“I feel just the opposite,” she
said.

“Maybe you’ll feel better when you’re
out of the house.”

~

They walked down the sidewalk with
Kendall and Jose. She avoided looking at anyone but it didn’t work.
The first person she ran into was Sadi.

“Tessa Ross look at you,” Sadi hugged
her.

“Your daughter is beautiful,” Tessa
said and smiled.

“Two boys? Luke must be proud,” She
said.

Tessa laughed, “They are not Luke’s,
that didn’t work out.”

“Oh I am sorry he really loved you,”
Sadi said.

“Sadi this is my husband Collin,
Collin this is Sadi Black.” Tessa introduced them.

“Nice to meet you,” Sadi
said.

“Likewise” he said and
smiled.

Sadi smiled and looked at Tessa, “So
what is Luke doing?”

“He is living in New Jersey and is
with Ashley. He was at our house for New Years, that’s the last I
have talked to him. But I am sure he is doing great, and how are
you doing?” Tessa asked.

“Great, happy, still in love,” she
said and smiled.

When they walked away Collin whispered
in her ear, “Pretend pregnancy, Luke’s ex that tried to assault you
every chance she got?”

“Yep sure is,” Tessa
laughed.

“Why do you talk to her?” he
asked.

“Why not? It was high school she was
hurt, I’m way past that. And I forgave her,” Tessa
smiled.

Collin smiled and shook his
head.

They saw Jade and Ryan and the
kids.

“Hello what’s going on?” Ryan asked,
“You got her out of the house?”

“I did, she just doesn’t want anyone
touching the boys” he said and laughed, Jade picked up Matthew.
“Except for Jade.”

He wrapped his arms around Tessa, “You
going to be alright?”

She leaned back and kissed him,
“Yes.”

“Look at you four,” Tessa heard Luke
call from behind.

His sisters ran up to her and hugged
her, she hugged them back and showed them the boys.

“Jade has Matthew Ross he was born
right after,” she said picking up Collin, “CJ, Collin
John.”

“Tessa they are beautiful,” Luke
said.

“They are pretty perfect,” she said,
“Thank you”

“May I hold him?” Luke
asked.

Collin laughed, “If you can pry him
out of her hands.”

She scowled at him and he smiled and
whispered, “Go ahead.”

Luke held him, “You look like your Dad
CJ, are they always this quiet?”

“They are very good babies,” Tessa
said.

Jade handed Tessa Matthew.

“This is Matthew Ross, can you say hi
to Luke?” she said bouncing him and facing him towards
Luke.

“Matthew Ross, you look exactly like
your Mommy,” Luke said, “Do you want to switch?”

Collin took CJ and Luke held Matthew.
Ashley, Landon, and Audrianna walked up.

“They are precious,” Audrianna said
and hugged her, “May I?” she asked Collin.

Collin gently handed CJ to her. Ashley
was looking at Matthew and smiling.

“Do you two sleep?” Luke asked
Collin.

“We do now, for what Tessa three of
four hours at night?” he said and smiled.

“Yes thank God, it was two,” Tessa
laughed.

“You don’t have help?” Landon
asked

“She finally agreed after two weeks of
no sleep to allow me to hire a housekeeper so at least we could get
a few minutes alone. But no nanny, they are ours,” Collin kissed
her head.

“Have you told them the news Lucas?”
Landon asked.

“Not yet Dad I just ran into them,”
Luke smiled, “Ashley and I are getting married.”

Tessa smiled, “I am so happy for you,
both of you,” she hugged Ashley and kissed Luke on the
cheek.”When?”

“Two months, invitations went out
today, you guys are invited but I understand if you have your hands
full,” Luke looked at Tessa she smiled, “Wow you are really happy
for me aren’t you?”

“Yep,” she said.

“Well thank you, I don’t think I
deserve that after the way I reacted to your pending nuptials,”
Luke laughed nervously.

“We both accepted,” Collin
started.

Luke laughed, “My apology, you little
men are going to have manners coming out your eyeballs. Thank you
both.”

“So tomorrow night Adams band is
playing again Tessa, do you think maybe you and Collin would like
to meet us at the big fair for a couple hours?” Jade
asked

“No probably not we don’t have a
sitter,” Tessa said and looked at Collin as if to say cover
me.

“I will come up. I would love to hang
out with the boys,” Kendall offered.

“So it’s all set then,” Jade
said.

CJ started to get agitated and Jade
handed him immediately to Tessa.

“What’s wrong my love?” she asked and
he turned towards her breast and started nuzzling into her, “We
have to go.”

“Alright, nice to see you all,” Collin
took Matthew and set him in the stroller and took CJ from Tessa,
“Not going to work over here little guy.”

Jade looked at Luke and scowled at
him.

Luke laughed, “What?”

Lucky baby
he thought.

“Nothing. Ryan we should get going
too,” Jade turned away and tried not to laugh.

The next night Tessa and Collin walked
in his arm draped around her shoulder.

“Are you going to make it
three hours?” he asked and smiled.

“Two, we said two” she said and looked
at him and saw him trying not to laugh. “Collin please, I don’t
like this.”

“Okay beautiful, I won’t tease you.
But will you try to have a good time?” he asked.

“Yes, I will, but I need some
incentive,” she said and smiled.

“I will let you go down.” he said
rolling his eyes as if he didn’t want her too.

“Oh you will will you?” she asked and
laughed, “I was thinking maybe you would dance with me.”

“Fine,” he said in an exasperated
tone, and laughed.

Jade saw them and waved them
over.

They walked up and Jade handed Collin
drinks. Collin looked at Tessa and handed her the wine
slushy.

“Pump and dump?” he
asked.

Jade laughed, “They sleep better if
you don’t.”

“Is she being serious?” he whispered
in Tessa’s ear. She laughed and shook her head no.

“Thank God I was going to have to
change my opinion on her,” Collin scowled.

Tessa wrapped her arms around him neck
and kissed him. He kissed her back.

“I love you,” she said,
“Dance with me?”

“Of course,” he said and they walked
out to dance.

He looked at her and smiled as they
danced.

Tessa saw Jade pointing to her and
Adam smiled, “Tessa Ross”

Jade whispered to him, “Sorry Tessa
Abraham” she shook her head no.

“You got five minutes,”
Adam walked down and shook Collins hand and hugged
Tessa.

“I haven’t sang in forever, I am not
going up there,” she said to Adam.

“Why aren’t you singing?” he asked and
looked at Collin.

“I have been a little busy, we have
twin babies at home,” she said and drank the slushy and Jade handed
her another and she drank that down too.

She looked at Collin and her jaw
dropped.

He laughed, “You are fine there’s
enough in the freezer to feed the whole village we stayed
at.”

She grabbed her head and looked like
she was in pain. “Are you okay?”

“Brain freeze” she said and he
laughed, “Don’t let me drink anymore.”

He smiled, “Okay, are you going to
sing?”

“No,” she said.

“But you want to,” Collin
smiled.

“Of course she wants to,” Jade said,
“And she will.”

Jade handed her another
drink.

She started to drink it and Collin
shook his head no.

Tessa handed it to him and smiled,
“Thank you.”

She was buzzed and Adam called her up
she smiled and kissed Collin, “Changed my mind.”

“I knew you would,” he
smiled.

She sang Teenage Dream, Collin smiled
as she sang to him and she and Adam sang Starship together he did
the rap part and she sang the chorus and she was dancing and
laughing with him. He started Pinks Raise Your Glass. Tessa was
having a blast.

She hugged Adam, “Thanks that was
fun.”

“One more?” he asked.

“Not tonight, I need to get home to my
boys,” Tessa walked off stage and ran and jumped on
Collin.

“Did you have fun?” he asked and she
shook her head yes, “You love to sing, you’re very good, you should
do it more.”

“I want a piano,” She said.

“You play?” he asked.

“Not well but I would like to try
again,” she said

Adams band started playing a song she
loved.

“Dance with me,” she said
jumping down.

“Sing to me,” he replied.

They danced and she sang to him. Just
The Way You Are, she changed from her to him and danced they were
kissing and he was rubbing her back and she looked at
him.

“I want you tonight,” she whispered in
his ear.

“We have to wait,” he said and closed
his eyes and kissed her again.

“I am fine,” she said and pressed into
him and grabbed his hair and pulled him down to kiss her
again.

He smiled, “Yes you are but we are
waiting.”

Tessa stomped her foot and pulled away
from him and turned around. He laughed. Luke and Ashley were
standing with Jade and Ryan, Tessa looked and Luke looked down and
tried not to smile. Collin grabbed her and threw her over his
shoulder and smacked her ass.

“We are going home, thanks
we had fun.”

“I think that’s the same position she
was in the first night we met you,” Jade said and Tessa flipped her
off.

Collin walked away and Tessa grabbed
his butt. He pulled her down and she wrapped her legs around him
and kissed him, “You’re going to make this impossible.”

“I want to sing another song,” she
said and laughed.

“I bet you do” he laughed and set her
down.

Tessa ran to Jade and grabbed her
drink and slammed it. Collin walked over biting his cheek trying
not to laugh at her. She ran up and whispered into Adams ear and he
laughed.

“What did you do Collin?” Jade asked
laughing, “Did you tell her no?”

He smiled and looked away.

”Ya know you could always
do that trick you did at the Cape, she seemed to like that, no
touching, no kissing, no…” she said.

“I remember Jade,” Collin
laughed.

She started singing In My Head and
half way through it he walked up and motioned for her and she
jumped in his arms, Adam continued the song and she danced with
him, she was very naughty and whispered in his ear.

“There are other placed that could
go,” and bent over in front of him and laughed when she turned
around and he looked shocked.

She jumped on his back and smacked his
butt, “Take me to bed!”

~

By the time they got home she was
asleep.

He carried her in and Kendall
whispered “Is she ok?

“She had a couple drinks,
how are the boys?” he whispered.

“They just ate about a half an hour
ago. I will stay tonight if that’s okay,” Kendall
smiled.

“You don’t have too,” he
said.

“I want to, go to sleep, I am going to
finish this movie and I will make sure they are fed. Go to sleep,”
she insisted and smiled.

“Thank you Kendall,” he
said.

He brought Tessa upstairs and dressed
her for bed.

She woke up, “Hey what’s going
on?”

“You’re tired and going to bed,
Kendall is staying the night,” he kissed her, “I am going to grab
some water and Tylenol, and the pump.”

He came back and she wasn’t in the
room, she was in the nursery looking at the boys.

“Look at them, they are
perfect,” Tessa smiled. “And their Mommy is a lush.”

“Your better not wake them up, come
on,” he said.

He flipped on the monitor so they
could see them. “Your sister is going to do the next feeding,
you’re going to pump and go to sleep.”

“No I want to feed them.”

“Tessa four weeks and a day with no
more than three hours of sleep at a time,” he said getting the pump
set up. “We will get four hours maybe five tonight, she wants to,
please let’s go to sleep.”

“Wow you’re very excited about sleep,”
she laughed.

“Aren’t you?” he asked propping her up
with pillows. “Pump.”

Her eyes narrowed, “I think you could
do better than this pump.”

“Really?” he asked his eyes widened
with excitement.

“Yes please,” she smiled.

“Nice Collin” she
said.

Tessa woke up every three hours and
she let him sleep. She chatted with Kendall and pumped and dumped
as they fed them.

Collin woke to Leia licking his face
and he looked at the clock it was eight in the morning he had slept
nine hours. He jumped up and ran into the nursery and she was
feeding CJ.

“Good morning,” she said
and smiled.

“Morning it’s almost afternoon, why
did you let me sleep so late, did you turn off the monitor?” he
asked agitated.

She smiled, “I got up and pumped and
dumped when Kendall was feeding them so I had help.”

“So you didn’t get any sleep?” he
asked.

“Yes actually, they slept for seven
hours after I breastfed them,” Tessa laughed, he looked concerned,
“I am joking but they did sleep for five hours straight, it was
very nice. I think they like their room. We should put a twin bed
in here. See if that makes a difference.”

“Alright,” he said.

He took CJ and burped him as Tessa fed
Matthew.
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CJ and Matthew’s six week check up
went perfect, they were growing like weeds and the pediatrician
suggested they supplement one bottle before bed with formula if
they started eating more often. They were sleeping five hours
straight every night in the cribs. Tessa and Collin slept in the
twin bed between feedings. Tessa’s appointment was just as good,
she could resume regular activity as soon as she felt up to
it.

They came home and fed the boys and
looked at each other. They both laughed as they rocked the boys to
sleep.

“I don’t understand why I am so
nervous,” she said.

“Tessa realistically when is the last
time you went six weeks without sex?” he asked and
smiled.

“I don’t know,” she said “A year
ago”

“Oh,” he said.

“And how about you?” she asked and
laughed.

“Awhile,” he said.

They were both asleep. He laid Matthew
down and went in the bedroom and showered. She came in and got in
the shower with him. He kissed her gently and she smiled and he
kissed down her neck and caressed her breast.

“Can we do this is the bed
please?” she asked.

“Uh hu,” he said kissing her
again.

His hands reaching low and she
gasped.

“This okay?” he asked
softly.

“Yes,” she whispered.

“Tessa, I have missed you,” he said
and kissed down her belly and lifted her leg to his shoulder she
leaned back against the shower wall as he began pleasing
her.

She moaned his name and he looked up
at her and smiled and started again.

”Collin stop please,” Tessa
gasped.

“Do you really want me to?” he
asked.

“Let’s go to the bed,” she said with
her eyes closed.

He put her in bed and went down again
until she moved up.

“What’s wrong?” he
asked.

“I am afraid it’s going to hurt,” she
said.

“Okay” he said and moved up next to
her.

“So we go slow,” he said and kissed
her.

“I am not trying to be a pain but just
let’s do this,” she said and he smiled softly, “Just get on me and
do me.”

“Alright, that was so
romantic,” he laughed.

He lay on her and slowly started to
enter her, he felt her knees closing and he stopped and kissed her
until she relaxed and moved slowly again until her knees squeezed
him.

“Collin you need to put a condom on,”
she said scooting back again.

“I’m not sure I will need one,” he
laughed.

“I’m sorry,” she said and looked
down.

“Don’t be, we can work at
this all day, I have no problem with that,” he said and put on a
condom.

He resumed his position and he looked
frustrated, she wrapped her arms around him and moved her hips into
him slowly.

“Tessa you’re shaking,” he
said and stopped.

“Don’t stop, please, I am fine nervous
but fine, does it feel the same?” She asked.

“Of course, maybe even better. If you
want to stop we can,” he said “Your move.”

Collin kissed her neck and shoulders.
He avoided her breasts and rubbed her sides gently.

Tessa slowly began to move and he
moaned against her neck and they began slowly pushing into each
other together. She laid back and closed her eyes and enjoyed her
moment. He knew she was ready and moved faster until they both
finished.

She sat up, “Sorry,”

He laughed “for what?”

“That could not have been enjoyable
for you.”

He laughed and pulled off his condom
and looked at it.

“I beg to differ”, and
kissed her and went into the bathroom.

He saw her getting up.

“Please stay in that bed,
I am not done with you yet,” he smiled.

She smiled and did as she was told. By
round three she felt normal again. She was sure it was mostly
psychological and now it was all better.

“See?” he said. “Perfect.”

~

Within a week the boys were sleeping
five hours every night and eating a lot more. They had to
supplement formula for two feedings. They had one night a week that
Maggie came up and they went out. As much as they tried not to talk
about the boys conversation always led them there.

Collin had written two articles that
were published in the past eight weeks and Tessa was working on
grants again. He would be flying back to Nicaragua in a week but he
would stay only one week. While he was gone Joan would be there
more. Collin insisted.

Tessa’s sole focus was on the boys
while he was gone. They skyped several times a day and although she
missed him she knew that having him home for nine weeks was more
than she could have ever dreamed. She was playing piano again and
her babies seemed to enjoy it. Their life was perfect, better than
perfect.

They had decided to attend Luke’s
wedding in New Jersey, it just so happened to fall on the
anniversary of the very first day they met, Collin was in Haiti for
the week before the wedding and would be flying in and meeting her
in Jersey. Tessa and her family all rode together, Joan and Tomas
followed they would stay the day of the wedding and then take Leia
back to the Cape with them. Tomas was picking up Collin from the
airport and Joan would watch the kids while Tessa and Collin
attended the ceremony.

The Ross family all sat together, Ryan
was the best man and Alex and Jose where ushers. Tessa kept
checking her phone to see if she had any messages it wasn’t like
him to be late. The ceremony ended and Luke and Ashley walked down
the aisle as man and wife. She looked beautiful and he was as
handsome as ever. When they waited in the receiving line Tessa saw
Tomas, he was pacing back and forth across the room. She texted
him

-where is my husband?

He looked at her and motioned for her
to come to him.

“Tessa, there has been an accident,”
Tomas said.

“Is he okay?” Tessa asked.

John and Maggie were hugging the bride
and groom and turned to look for her, they saw her stumble and
Tomas grabbed her and they walked out the door.

They all ran to her and Luke watched,
“Dad go see what’s going on.”

Landon followed them as Tomas told
them what happened.

Collins convoy was ambushed while
leaving the village, they had lost communication.

Tessa walked into the room and her
family followed. She grabbed her babies and held them as she
quietly sobbed. No one said a word, they let her cry and stood
beside her helplessly.

Luke knocked on the door and came in,
Tessa looked up and Leia growled.

“Sorry,” Tessa
said.

Ashley followed him in, she knew this
was not good.

“Tessa,” Luke hugged her.

They sat for almost an hour Kendall,
Phoebe, and Jade surrounded her and Luke sat at her feet feeling
helpless. Leia walked up to him and put her head on his lap and he
looked shocked.

“You need to get back downstairs,”
Tessa told Luke again, “This is your wedding day.”

“I know, but you need me now,” Luke
said struggling.

“No, Ashley needs you, my boys need
me, don’t be an ass,” Tessa snapped.

Luke smiled softly and patted Leia, “I
will be back.”

He and Ashley walked out the
door.

“Are you sure this is what you want?”
Ashley asked him with tears in her eyes.

“Yes Mrs. Links,” he said and kissed
her, “I just need a few minutes, is that alright?”

Ashley got on the elevator and Luke
sat in the hallway and heard Tessa sobbing, he cried knowing he
could do nothing to help her right now.

~

He walked onto the elevator and saw
Ashley getting off crying, he went up and walked down the hall
towards their room and Luke sat at the door wiping his
face.

“Something I should know
about Links?” he asked.

Lucas looked up and smiled.

”I have never been so happy to see
your face in my life,” Luke stood and hugged him.

Collin pulled back.

Luke knocked on the door and John
opened it and laughed.

“Thank God,” John said and
hugged him.

Collin heard Tessa crying and walked
to her, “Everything okay beautiful?”

She looked up and grabbed him, “You’re
okay.”

“Sorry I am late I missed my flight,”
Collin smiled.

She couldn’t stop crying and kissing
him, “I don’t know what I would do without you.”

Tomas came in and told him what had
happened. Tessa clung to him and fell asleep.

When she woke up they were
alone.

“Collin I don’t know what
I would have done,” Tessa started crying and he kissed
her.

They made love and showered and made
love again, “You think we should go down for the
reception?”

“It’s probably over by now”, Tessa
said and held him tightly.

“Let’s go see. I have been dreaming
about you in that dress,” he said and they got dressed.

They walked in and saw everyone turn
to them she smiled at him and he held her. They walked to the dance
floor not taking their eyes off each other. It was the last song
the band played. After the reception everyone went to the hotel
bar, they joined them for a drink. Tessa sat on Collin’s lap as he
answered the million questions.

Tessa walked to the bathroom and
Ashley came out of one of the stalls.

“I’m sorry about all that,” Tessa
said. “You look absolutely beautiful by the way.”

Ashley hugged her, “It wasn’t your
fault and thank you. You know we are going to be breaking ground up
by Jade and Ryan soon.”

“That is great are you excited?” Tessa
asked.

“I am but a bit nervous. It’s a small
town and I won’t know a lot of people,” she said looking in the
mirror fixing her makeup.

“Well Jade will be right next door,
she will keep you more than entertained, and I hope you and I can
be friends,” Tessa said.

“It doesn’t bother you at all does
it?” Ashley asked.

Tessa looked at her, “No, I love
Collin and I do love your husband but not in the way that would be
creepy to you,” She laughed, “But if it bothers you I can stop
being so friendly.”

“No it doesn’t, at all. He has changed
because of you, Landon changed, my sister changed, his mother
changed. I am grateful that he knew you,” she said. “And I trust
him, I know that may sound weird to you but I do.”

“He is definitely different with you
Ashley Links it’s like he is finally comfortable in his own skin.
As far as the changes in all those people you mentioned. Luke was
ready to change, he changed them it wasn’t me. It was your
husband,” She giggled. “By the way it’s your wedding night don’t
you think you should get out there?”

They walked out together smiling and
chatting.

Tessa hugged her, “Are you two going
to have babies?”

“I hope so, he seems a bit nervous
about it,” Ashley said

“He will be a good Daddy,” Tessa
said.

“You think so?” Luke asked looking at
Ashley and smiling.

“Yes I do,” Tessa said “So don’t be a
jackass.”

“You ready?” Collin asked
her.

“Are you?” she said trying not to
cry.

“When are you going to stop crying
when you look at me?” he hugged her.

“Collin I would have died, do you
understand that?” she said.

“I know you may think that but our
boys would have needed you and you would have been strong for them
Tessa,” he said wiping her tears. “I am not going anywhere
beautiful.”

They went upstairs and the boys were
awake. He held them both and watched them as she got ready to
nurse, they laid in bed and he burped them and they fell
asleep.

“A year ago today Tessa I saw
you…again and my life changed. I feel blessed. You have given me
the world, one I never even thought I wanted or deserved. Thank
you,” Collin whispered.

“Collin I hope you know that without
you I wouldn’t have ever been happy or full or have ever felt true
love the love I feel every time I look at you. I am blessed to have
you and I thank God everyday for you,” she said and kissed
him.

He held her tightly against him and
she felt him and smiled.

“Can you get a condom?” she asked
through labored breaths as he kissed her.

They made love. They woke to the
beautiful sounds of there now fourteen week old bundles of joy.
They joined her family for dinner and Luke and Ashley walked in
looking exhausted. Jade shook her head and Tessa
laughed.

“Good morning,” Luke said
to everyone.

They all smiled, “Good
morning.”

They ate and the boys started getting
a little fussy.

“They need you,” Collin
smiled.

“Thank you for the invitation it was a
beautiful ceremony,” Tessa said as she stood up holding CJ. “We are
going to take off.”

Ashley hugged her and so did
Audrianna.

“We will see you in a couple days?”
Jade asked.

“Yes, I will have the house all ready
for you all,” Tessa smiled.

“Are we going out on the boat Collin?”
Jade asked.

“Sure it’ll be the boys first time,”
he said and kissed Matthew’s head.

~

They walked in the house and Leia
started to bark Collin held up his finger and she sat, he set the
boys carriers in the loving room and let Leia out. The boys were
fast asleep and he did not want to wake them. Joan had stocked the
fridge and pantry for them. She looked at him and smiled and hugged
him.

“Their first time here”
she said.

“Uh hu,” Collin kissed her
cheek.

She smiled, “We need to set up the
room for them.”

“Already done,” he said and kissed her
again.

“Show me?” she asked.

“You first,” he smiled and pulled her
shirt over her head.

She laughed, “I love you.”

“I love you and right now I need you,”
Collin pulled her into the bedroom.

She took his shirt off and undid his
pants and knelt down and took him in her mouth, he moaned and she
continued pleasing him.

“Alright you need to
stop,” he said and she didn’t listen.

“Tessa,” he
growled.

“You are amazing,” he said and
followed her into the bathroom.

“I know,” she said and smiled as she
rinsed her mouth and brushed her teeth.

He stood behind her kissing her neck
and reaching his arm around her moving his hand down. She smiled
and leaned into him. They heard the boys and laughed.

“To be continued,” he said and turned
her around and kissed her.

She smiled and he brushed his teeth
and washed his hands.

The boys had gotten much easier, they
loved to play and were rolling over and laughing, both were cutting
their first teeth and were running low grade fevers. They slept a
lot more. Tessa and Collin played a lot. They enjoyed their weeks
with their family and Collin after a year was calling Maggie Mom,
which was something he knew she enjoyed.

~

Tessa, Collin, and the boys went home
for Remington’s birthday and everyone was there. Ashley and Luke
looked as in love as Jade and Ryan. Remington was toddling and
looked exactly like Alex. Collin looked so at home because this was
his family now, it was his circle of people. Tessa and Collin did
not let a moment pass that they were not aware of each other’s
every move. They were never disrespectful to one another, her needs
and wants were always met and his were too.

They spent their anniversary together
out to dinner and dancing. Maggie and John stayed with the boys.
They laughed and listened to the band play.

“Do you like this band?”
he asked.

“I do, it’s nice, do you?” he kissed
her and shook his head yes.

They sat snuggled together at a table
for the entire night, lost in the music and in each other. They
went home that night and fed the boys and made love.

“Tessa I want to talk about the
future,” he said.

He told her that after the boys had
all there immunizations he wanted them to travel with him as a
family. He missed them when they weren’t together, and thought that
the boys exposure to different people and cultures would be
beneficial to them. She agreed but wanted them to be enrolled in
school here when they were older. Vacations and summers could be
spent traveling. He agreed to slow down on the travel and start
trusting in his people more. They were on the same page with their
children, their goals, and their dreams.

Collin left for Haiti again the
following month for two weeks. After this he would spread out the
time and travel one week every month instead of two weeks at a
time.
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It was the week before hunting season
and the cabin was finally finished. Ryan was doing the work between
work and life with three kids and a wife who was still as in love
with him as the day they were married.

Ashley had messaged Tessa and asked if
it would be alright if they came and Tessa responded,

-you’d better be here!

~

Leia began tap dancing on the floor
and whining. Collin came home and Tessa was in the kitchen and the
boys were busy playing on the floor. He was two hours
early.

“Your home,” she said and
kissed him, “You where supposed to be here in two hours, we were
going to pick you up.”

She wrapped her arms around him and
looked up. Regardless of how long it had been since she last saw
him, be it a day or two weeks she always wanted to pinch herself to
make sure she was not dreaming. He was the man of her dreams,
although she had never dreamt of him. Collin far surpassed any
expectations she had of a husband, lover, partner, or friend. Tessa
knew why, it was because he was a gift to her from God. God gave
her more than she could have possibly hoped for. He gave her
Collin.

“I changed my plans, after last time I
think it’s best that you not know what flight I’m on,” he said and
kissed her neck and smiled.

She pulled away, “Collin, that’s not
alright. I need to know where you are, would you like it if I did
that?”

He looked frustrated, “No I guess not,
I just don’t want you to worry again. I told Tomas.”

“Well you didn’t tell me,” she looked
down.

“Okay I’m sorry I get it, I won’t do
it again, don’t be angry at me,” he pulled her into him and hugged
her.

The boys started gibbering and she
smiled, “They hear you.”

Collin played with them on the floor
while she cleaned up, “Where is Joan?”

“I gave her the day off. We had
planned to come get you and everything is done around here,” Tessa
said.

“She would have cooked,” he said
holding Matthew.

“I like to cook,” she kissed his
head.

“Feeding time at the zoo,” she said
and lifted CJ up.

She fed him and Collin took him to
burp him and she fed Matthew they both fell asleep.

~

“Still mad at me?” he asked when they
walked out of the nursery.

“I wasn’t mad,” she said and walked
into the bedroom. “I need to shower, I am gross. I didn’t expect
you for awhile.”

“Me too,” he said pulling his shirt
off and then hers.

“Collin, I feel nasty and I haven’t
had you in two weeks you should give me a few minutes, I would like
to shave my legs,” she said and turned red.

“You have two minutes”“ he laughed and
kissed her. “No more, and I am coming in.”

She smiled and quickly scrubbed the
most important parts and shaved her legs and arm pits. She was
washing her hair when he got in.

“Can I help?” he asked
kissing her neck.

“Yes,” she said and knelt down and
looked up, “Massage the shampoo in and I will work on
this.”

He smiled as she pleasured him, he
guided her head and she let him. When he finished she stood
up.

“Will you ever let me go first?” he
asked.

“I do every time,” she
laughed.

“That’s not what I mean,” he said and
rubbed the conditioner in her hair and kissed her neck.

“Probably not then, I like to make you
happy,” she said and turned around to rinsed.

Collin went down and she sat on the
edge of the tiled shower ledge and he lifted her legs over his
shoulders and devoured her. She grabbed his hair and pulled it as
she exploded. When she finally caught her breath he lifted her up
and took her to the bed and was ready again.

“And this may be why,” she
said and laughed. “Condom.”

~

They went for a walk with the boys and
Collin set Matthew on the ground and he cried.

“He doesn’t like grass,”
she said and laughed, “Neither of them do.”

“Oh sorry Matty,” he said and
smiled.

The next day they had the boys well
visits, both got shots and both were in the ninetieth percentile
for weight and height. They would start on solid foods the next
day.

Collin and Tessa were at
Camp, she had set up an area in the back that had a sign hung above
the door, DOE CAMP, he laughed.

“That’s our designated area,” Tessa
laughed, “Only little boys allowed, and you, no
hunters.”

He kissed her, “Do you think we should
break it in?”

“If you do it quickly and you’re
prepared,” she said and pulled her clothes off.

“Sounds good,” he said stepping out of
his pants, “But later it won’t be.”

He grabbed her from behind and bent
her over the counter.

“Hold on beautiful,” he said and moved
into her.

He was a little more rough than usual
and each time she screamed his name he went faster and harder, she
screamed out and they finished together.

“Nice Mr. Abraham,” she said and
kissed him.

The door opened.

“Good God do you two ever
stop?” Alex said as he walked out the door.

Collin’s eyes widened and she laughed,
“We better get dressed.”

~

Kendall came in with a bottle of wine,
“Can you drink with me?”

“I can have a glass or two after I
feed the boys, right?” she asked Collin.

He smiled and whispered in her ear,
“Just don’t fall asleep on me tonight.”

She laughed and hugged him, “If I do
you can take it anytime you want,” she said and raised her eyebrow
and turned to Kendall.

“To Doe Camp Kendall,” she
took a sip, that is gross
she thought.

Jose and Kendall had split ways. They
wanted different things, she wanted to be here and he wanted
someone to be on the road with him. They had never done any more
than kiss but she cared for him. Kendall was getting
drunk.

Tessa was done feeding the boys when
Ben walked in, Tessa hugged him.

“You have to meet my boys
Ben,” Tessa dragged him into the back.

Kendall stood up and looked at Ben,
“Hi.”

“Hi Kendall” Ben said and picked up
Matthew and smiled, “You look like a Ross little guy. Tessa he
looks like you.”

He looked at CJ, “And you are all
Daddy. You’ll like me way more than he does though.”

Ben laughed and CJ laughed.

“See, he likes me,” Ben
laughed and looked at Collin so did CJ.

Tessa put the boys down for a nap and
she and Kendall walked out. Kendall stumbled and Ben grabbed
her.

“Uh oh someone has had to
much to drink,” Ben laughed. “Tessa when did she get old enough to
drink?”

“Two years ago jackass,” Kendall said
and pulled away.

“She is going through some things,”
Tessa said and gave her a look.

“Sorry Ben right not Jackass,” Kendall
laughed.

“Jackass is fine,” Ben laughed and so
did Kendall.

The four played cards, sang, and
laughed.

Tessa looked at Collin and smiled and
shook her head.

“I don’t think I could
handle that all the time,” Collin whispered and they smiled at each
other.

Collin and Tessa went to feed the boys
their first solid food and they did well. Joan was staying with
them, Tessa finally felt comfortable enough with her. If Collin
could trust her she was sure she could as well. They jumped on the
gator and headed back.

Luke and Ashley were the last to show
up.

“Hey look Luke’s here,
with his wife” Ben said and laughed and so did Kendall.

“Hello Ben this is Ashley,” Luke said
sarcastically, “Ash this is Ben.”

Ashley giggled, “Ben I have heard a
lot about you, nice to put a face to the name.”

“Don’t believe a word, I am the good
guy,” Ben winked to annoy Luke.

Kendall and Ben were singing and
dancing when Collin and Tessa walked in, Luke looked at Tessa and
shook his head.

“This is not okay,” Luke
said as he walked by.

“He is a good guy, give him a break,”
Tessa laughed.

“Tessa you haven’t drank with me yet,”
Kendall slurred.

“I will sing with you,” Tessa ran up
to them and they all danced and made up silly words to
songs.

Tessa was into Van Morrison again and
she punched play on her iPod. Brown Eyed Girl became brown eyed
squirrel and Moondance, moon walk as Ben did his best Michael
Jackson impersonation. She made Collin dance to Crazy Love and he
smiled at her.

“Your getting drunk aren’t you?” she
asked.

“If I have to deal with this you bet
your ass I am,” he kissed her.

“Slow down I don’t want you to fall
asleep on me,” she smiled.

“You like that song? It reminds me of
you,” Collin kissed her again.

“You taste very yummy, you need to
stop,” she said in a very seductive voice.

“You don’t mean that,” he kissed her
again.

“No but I think Kendall is going to
need us here,” she said and watched her stubble through doe
camp.

He pressed his forehead to hers
“Alright, but we are not through with this.”

They walked back and Kendall was
sitting on the floor laughing, all the older guys had either left
or went upstairs to the loft. Alex, Phoebe, Jade, Ryan, Cassidy,
Luke, Ashley and Ben walked back and they all sat and
talked.

“Wow,” Kendall said “I am not good at
this drinking business.”

“It’s genetic,” Alex said and looked
at Tessa.

Tessa laughed.

“So your sister says she wants to go
hunting in the morning, I offered to teach her,” Ben said and
grinned at Tessa.

“She isn’t a very good shot,” Tessa
laughed.

“I can teach her,” Ben
said.

“Yes you can,” Kendall said and
giggled.

“You can’t be serious?” Luke
snapped.

“Why?” Ben asked.

“You fucked around with her sister,”
Luke said.

“No actually we never fucked Lucas,”
Ben laughed.

“Luke really you are going to
criticize him about sisters?” Tessa laughed.

“Tessa you sucked his…” Luke
said.

She looked at Collin who raised his
hands in the air, “I wasn’t around then, but this I never
heard.”

“Well there isn’t much to tell,” Ben
said and laughed and so did Tessa.

“Only because you got pulled over by
the cop you passed when she was going…” Luke started and all three
of them laughed.

“Ya that was funny shit,” Ben
said.

”No actually it wasn’t, you basically
told the cop what I was doing and you bumped fists,” she said
annoyed.

“You did what?” Kendall asked looking
at Tessa.

“Go back to sleep or la la land,”
Tessa said, “Nothing you need to know.” “You were such a hoe,”
Kendall said and they laughed.

“No she wasn’t,” Ben said, “She was
just dealing with an asshole. She was a good girl and high I
think.”

“Pissed if I remember correctly,” Luke
said and laughed.

“Shut up Luke,” Tessa
giggled.

”Are you okay?” she asked
Collin.

“Tessa the more they talk the more I
realize how lucky you are,” Collin said and everyone laughed except
Luke and Ben.

Tessa kissed him, “I love
you”

“I know,” Collin said and smiled at
her.

“Who needs a drink?” Ben asked and
stood up.

Ben didn’t wait for a response, he
came back and handed out drinks and watched with a smile on his
face.

“You two are both idiots,”
Ben said pointing to Luke and Collin.

“Ben,” Tessa snapped.

“I am way overstepping here but your
wife Links can’t even stand the sight of alcohol right now and I
don’t know what the girls looked like before but they’re pretty
damn big Luke, bigger than the pictures on your facebook page,
Tessa you haven’t drank and those two boys should have drained them
down a bit over the past almost five months,” Ben laughed. “Are you
two pregnant?”

“No!” Ashley and Tessa both said at
the same time.

“Okay,” Ben said and sat back
smugly.

“What are you the pregnancy police?”
Luke snapped at him.

“Nope I just know boobs, they are my
favorite things in the world,” Ben laughed, “The booze was just
obvious.”

Tessa looked at Collin and he at her
and both their eyes widened.

Tessa looked over to Luke and Ashley
who were deep in thought. Ashley looked at her, they both
smiled.

“Tessa can you take me downtown I
don’t know my way yet, I need to grab a few things,” She
said.

“Sure, nobody else around here can
drive,” Tessa said. “You need anything Collin?”

“Yes,” he smiled. “But I can
wait.”

~

Tessa and Ashley went downtown and
back to Tessa’s house, Ashley used the bathroom and Tessa checked
on the boys, Tessa went to the bathroom and they both sat and
looked at each other and laughed.

“Ready?” Tessa asked and stood
up.

“I think so,” Ashley said and they
both walked into the bathroom.

“I think we should go back to camp”
Tessa said and hugged Ashley.

They walked in and Ben smiled, “So was
I right?”

“About what?” Collin and Luke both
asked.

Tessa smiled at Collin, “Can we talk
for a minute?”

Ben laughed.

“Luke, come with me?” Ashley said and
laughed.

They walked outside and grabbed a bag
out of Tessa’s SUV.

“Which one was yours?” Ashley asked
nervously.

“I don’t know but I don’t think it
really matters much,” Tessa smiled and they both
laughed.

Collin caught on and smiled at
Tessa.

Luke looked confused, Ashley handed
him the stick and smiled. He grinned and kissed her. He hugged her
and Tessa saw his face he looked scared.

“It will be different this
time,” she said quietly.

“But she is going to be a real pain in
the ass,” Collin said and laughed.

“Ashley thank you,” he said and kissed
her. “Are we good?”

“Yes we are, so are they,” she said
and he looked over at Tessa and Collin who where
hugging.

“No way?” Luke said.

“Yes way,” Tessa said and hugged
him.

Collin hugged Ashley,
“Congratulations.”

“You are going to have a
girl Links,” Collin said and laughed.

“That shit’s not funny Abraham,” Luke
said.

“Ya it is, I have two boys, it’s
really funny,” Collin laughed.

“And our boys are going to treat
whoever they end up with just like their Daddy treats me,” Tessa
elbowed Collin.

“Sorry beautiful, I just thought it
was funny,” he hugged her.

“It was,” she whispered in his ear.
“Ashley when are you guy’s building?”

“Sooner now,” Ashley looked
scared.

“Your wedding was quite eventful,”
Tessa hugged her.

“I guess so,” she said.

”What’s wrong?” Tessa
asked.

“Just nervous about how he is going to
act,” Ashley said softly.

“Are you kidding me? He will be the
best he has ever been I can almost guarantee it, take full
advantage,” Tessa laughed.

They walked in and everyone was
laughing.

“So Jade and Phoebe have
something to share,” Ben said.

“Three months,” Phoebe
said.

“Two months,” Jade said looking
exhausted.

They all hugged and the guys laughed,
Ben looked at Tessa, “You happy?”

“Exhausted, but yes very happy,” Tessa
smiled.

“How are you? When are you getting
married?” she asked.

“We broke things off,” Ben
laughed.

“I’m sorry, what happened?” Tessa
asked.

“I don’t share,” Ben
winked.

“Oh she cheated?” Tessa
asked.

“No she wanted to share me,” he
laughed. “She became very close with her college
roommate.”

“A girl?” Tessa asked.

“And you said No?” Luke
laughed.

Ashley looked at him and scowled.
“Sorry Ash I am just busting on him.”

Collin laughed and shook his head.
Tessa raised her eyebrows.

“Really Tessa? As if I would be able
to handle any more than you,” Collin laughed.

Tessa looked away.

“Wrong thing to say Abraham,” Luke
chuckled.

“She knows better,” Collin grabbed her
and pulled her on his lap.

“Your done breast feeding
I want those back for a few months, I miss them,” Collin smiled,
everyone heard him.

“You should try breast milk, it’s good
stuff,” Ryan laughed.

“I have twins I can’t take away from
them,” Collin smiled.

“You haven’t even tried it?” Ben
gasped.

Collin laughed, “We have an entire
freezer full of the stuff, liquid gold. Tastes amazing like…
“

“Alright chatty you’re going to be
annoyed that you were so talkative tonight,” Tessa kissed
him.

“You should talk,” Alex said laughing
“I have never heard anything as loud as you when I opened that door
this afternoon.”

Tessa scowled at him and Collin
laughed and kissed her neck.

“Phoebe I am sorry if my brother
doesn’t make you scream,” Tessa said snidely.

“Oh he does,” Phoebe
laughed.

“Phoebe,” Alex warned.

“Oh Alex leave her alone,” Phoebe
warned, “Or you can sleep on the couch tonight.”

They all laughed.

“Okay I think we need to get Kendall
back to our place,” Tessa said looking at her sleeping on the
floor.

“I can get her,” Ben grinned at
Tessa.

“I shoot well, remember that tomorrow
when you take her hunting, better than you,” Tessa said glaring at
him.

Collin picked up Kendall.

“Hey where is Ben?”
Kendall laughed as she wrapped her arms around Collin’s
neck.

“I will see you in the morning Miss
Ross,” Ben smiled.

“Maybe… maybe not,” Kendall
laughed.
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Collin and Tessa spent the holidays
with family and the boys’ first Christmas morning was just the four
of them. She was tired from the pregnancy but not as sick as she
was before. She was playing piano again and the boys loved to sit
and hit the keys with her. Collin loved to hear her play. He asked
her once why she didn’t need to sing along to it like she did
instrumental pieces.

“Because I am still making
music just with my hands and not my voice, sounds a little
narcissistic doesn’t it?” she said and shook her head.

He traveled alone for a week a month
and spent three at home. In the spring she was tired all the time
and it worried him.

“I have two little men who
keep me overly busy and one very big man who exhausts me,” she
smiled.

They went to their OBGYN appointment
and everything looked well, the ultra sound was the same day and
they decided to find out.

“What’s your guess?” he asked and
kissed her head.

“Girl, I feel different,” she
said.

“I think so too,” he said.

They were both right. They were having
a sweet little girl and Tessa was very excited.

“Now for nursery
preparation,” she hugged him.

“Whatever you want, is yours” he said
and hugged her. “But if you speak to Ashley, I want him to think we
are having a boy.”

“We have two, isn’t that enough
worry?” she said.

Collin laughed and shook his head
no.

~

“You’re leaving me again,” she said
and looked down.

“Hey just for a week,” he said lifting
her chin. “Tessa we can figure something else out if it’s too
much.”

“No, you love your work,” she hugged
him.

“But I love all this more,” he
smiled.

“Our plan is going to change. The
traveling with the boys, that’s going to have to be pushed ahead,”
she said.

“We will see. But say the word Tessa
and I will figure it out,” he said.

Tessa laughed, “Well let’s see we
could work at a hospital and be away from them for forty plus hours
a week, or do what you love. My Mom saw my Dad less and they ended
up splitting up. We are fine, just estrogen overload I
think.”

They took the boys to the park and
played. They bathed them and watched them crawl around the house.
They fed them and put them to bed. Maggie came over and they went
out to dinner and mini golfing. When they came home the boys were
both awake and crying. Both had low grade fevers and she knew they
were teething Maggie had given them Tylenol and Collin and Tessa
rocked them to sleep.

They went to bed exhausted.

Tessa woke up to him kissing her and
she looked at the clock, it was two in the morning, “Collin it is
very early.”

“I know,” he said and started to
caress her body.

She laughed, “Sneak
attack?”

“Mmm hmm” he said and rolled her to
her side and lifted her knee to his side.

She smiled and kissed him.

The next morning she made breakfast
and dressed the boys as he finished up getting things ready for his
trip. She called him out for breakfast and he walked out and she
looked at him and smiled.

“Good morning little men, good morning
beautiful,” Collin kissed them.

She smiled, “Good morning.”

“You look very happy this morning,”
Collin wrapped his arms around her waist from behind.

“I woke up very happy, twice,” she
giggled.

“Did you get enough sleep?” he kissed
her neck.

“No I will sleep tonight,” she said
and looked behind her. “Oh Collin look.”

Matthew had pulled himself up and was
cruising “Video Camera.”

“Got it,” he said.

“Come on Matthew” she said kneeling
down he took three steps and fell on his butt, they clapped and so
did he. “Did you get it?”

“Yes I did. CJ my man your younger
brother is showing you up,” Collin pulled him up and he held his
fingers “Come on buddy.”

Collin laughed, “Not going to happen
hu?”

“Tell Dada when you are ready,” Tessa
laughed.

“Dada,” CJ chanted.

“At their own pace,” Tessa laughed as
she video taped them.

“CJ will be telling Matthew what to do
in no time,” Collin smiled.

At ten months Matthew was walking and
CJ was starting to talk. And the little one was quickly
approaching.

“I don’t want to miss a day,” Collin
said sadly.

She hugged him, “Whatever you need we
will figure out.”

The boys went down for their morning
nap and so did Tessa and Collin. His flight left at eight that
night and she was taking him. Maggie was coming to watch the boys
they left at five.

~

“You know it gets harder to leave you
guys every time, it’s suppose to get easier,” he said
frustrated.

“I’m sorry Collin,” Tessa hugged
him.

“It’s not your fault Tessa, my
choice,” he said.

“Well another year and we can all go
together, dependent on the places you go. Collin do you get to
choose?” she asked.

“The whole team chooses, but I could
try to sway it Tessa that is a great idea,” Collin said and
smiled.

“Well it was a question but I will
take credit,” Tessa smirked.

“So maybe… forget it I have a week to
try to figure it out,” Collin kissed her hand.

They stopped and had dinner and Tessa
felt better, not that she doubted his desire to be with them but
because he looked happier. She didn’t like to see him sad. She
kissed him goodbye and watched as his plane took off. She walked to
the SUV exhausted.

“Is it easier to say goodbye now?”
Maggie asked.

“No and it’s getting harder for him,
which makes it worse,” she said. “How were my babies
tonight?”

“Perfect,” Maggie said.

Tessa went up and laid in the bed in
their and room she fell asleep. She woke when he called and so did
the CJ.

“Hello” she whispered.

“Hello, are you in the boy’s room?” he
asked.

. CJ started babbling Dada and Collin
laughed.

“Come here buddy you’re going to wake
up your brother” she said softly and Matthew started babbling dada
too, she laughed.

“Okay let’s go you,” she said and
dropped the phone and laughed, “Sorry.”

“Was that Matthew?” Collin
asked.

“Yes, and you didn’t miss it,” she
laughed.

“Can you put me on speaker?” he
asked.

“Yes just give me a second,” she was
laughing as she juggled babies and the phone.

Collin talked to his sons and they
looked at the phone like it was magic. They hung up on him once and
he called back.

“Sorry, they were playing with your
picture,” Tessa giggled.

“You need to sleep,” Collin spoke
softly.

“I will their teeth are probably
bothering them,” She said and rocked them. “How was your
flight?”

“Interesting,” Collin said.

“What’s that mean?” she asked
curiously.

“Remember the girl from the first day
we met?” he asked

“How could I forget?” she
laughed.

“She is a flight attendant and was on
the flight, it was very uncomfortable,” he said.

“Oh,” she said quietly.

“Are you jealous?” he
giggled.

“Should I be?” she snapped.

He laughed, “No.”

“It’s not funny,” she said
quietly.

“I get to rub elbows with your ex
several times a year and I was on a six hour flight with her and
you’re jealous,” he laughed again.

“I know how much you like airplanes,”
she said annoyed.

“I like you on airplanes,” he said
with a smile in his voice.

“Great,” she said.

“Tessa I love you,” he said in the
same tone.

“You too,” she said and he laughed,
“You know it’s not that funny.”

“I’m sorry,” he said trying to mask
his amusement.

“No you’re not but let me tell you why
you should be. My ass has been pregnant for almost two years,
hormones raging, puking, exhausted, and you all fine looking and
well just you. So if you get jealous over them you’re a jackass. I
am mad now and tired and I am going to sleep, I am glad you’re
there safe, are you in for the night or are you traveling more?”
she asked.

“Tessa, don’t be mad I am sorry,”
Collin tried to calm her down.

“I accept your apology but sorry
doesn’t always make it better. Are you in for the
night?”

“No I am going to the village I slept
on the plane,” he said softly.

“Well let me know when you get there
please. Say goodnight to Daddy,” she said. “Collin you’re on
speaker tell them goodnight.”

“Goodnight boys please tell Mommy that
I am sorry I upset her, I love you all goodnight,” he said
softly.

“We love you,” she said and her voice
broke.

“Tessa don’t,” he said.

“Sorry I am just tired. We will call
you tomorrow, please text me and let me know when you get to the
village,” she said.

“I love you,” he said.

“We love you, be safe, goodnight,”
Tessa hung up.

~

John came up the next day and
rototilled the garden Tessa had asked for and the boys played in
the fenced in area he had put up earlier that morning. Tessa
watched as Leia continued walking around the fence as if she were
on guard.

“Thanks Dad,” she said and hugged
him.

“You really going to plant this whole
thing?” he asked.

“Yep,” she said and smiled. “I have a
week before Collin comes home and I want to be busy.”

“Alright just don’t do it all in one
day, if you need help give us a call,” he went and played with the
boys.

Her phone rang.

“Hello Collin,” she said.

“Hello Tessa, you sound better, did
you get any sleep?” he asked.

“Yes I did, I am sorry about last
night,” she said.

“So am I,” he said.

“Listen, I should not have been rude
to you, I know we love each other and I also want you to tell me
things like that. So by being bitchy I am sure you second guessed
yourself and that was wrong on my part. Thank you for telling me.
That said the boys are playing with Grandpa John right now, he came
here very early this morning and made a surprise for them,” Tessa
smiled.

“I love you so damn much Tessa,” he
said as if it hurt and took a deep breath, “What did grandpa
make?”

“He fenced in a small area for them to
play in,” she said and smiled at John.

“Tell him what else you made me do,”
John yelled.

“What else Tessa?” Collin
asked.

“You’ll see when you get home,” she
said. “It’s really no big deal”

“But you won’t tell me?” he
asked.

“No not yet.” she said, “Hey boys
Daddy is on the phone say hi dada”

They both babbled dada and John
laughed.

“Hi baby boys. I miss you,” Collin
said sounding emotional.

“You’re going to make me cry if you
keep sounding like that,” Tessa whispered in the phone.

“They are getting so big so fast,” he
laughed. “I sound like a girl”

She laughed, “You better get your head
in the game Abraham.”

He laughed, “It is, I will talk to you
later, I love you Tessa.”

Tessa planted pumpkin and sunflower
seeds, and lots of them, she wanted pictures of her three little
loves in them this fall. She planted zucchini and squash and
cucumber and tomatoes. She fed the boys lunch and they took a nap.
When she woke up she was sore and laughed thinking she was getting
to old for this.

They went to her parents to tell them
that the baby was a girl, her Mom was very excited that Sydney
would have someone to do girl things with and John shook his
head.

“Third child and a girl Tessa” he
laughed, “Have fun with that, you and Aunt Josie, keep that in
mind.”

“Thanks a lot Dad,” she
laughed.

~

The four girls got together that night
to exchange info. They all brought a dish to pass and met at Doe
camp.

Jade and Phoebe were having boys and
Tessa and Ashley were having girls. Tessa was shocked that Luke was
capable of creating a girl, he was the king of finishing doggy
style, but of course she didn’t mention that. They ate and the kids
played near the pond. Tessa took lots of pictures and Jade
suggested they do a maternity shoot.

“What’s that?” Ashley
asked.

“Hot Prego pictures,” Jade said and
laughed, “That’s how I told Ryan about baby three, Tessa’s
idea.”

They planned to meet the next
night.

~

Tessa finished the garden and was
exhausted again but when the boys slept she started researching
ideas about places in the US that they may be able to help. She
found several and wrote all her ideas down, she wanted to focus on
healthcare and women and children’s empowerment. She spent several
hours on it and even applied for some grants. She wanted to see the
response she got before mentioning it to Collin.

“Hello Tessa,” Collin said and sounded
tired.

“Hello Collin,” she said exaggerating
his tone and laughed, “Are you tired?”

“I am actually. It’s been kind of
hectic here,” he said.

“Then go to sleep and call me later, I
want you rested when I see you in five days,” she said.

“Really? Why?” he asked sounding
better.

“Because I miss you very much,” she
said playfully.

“Tessa, I am missing you too,” he said
and she heard a smile in his voice.

“So we got together and exchanged baby
news tonight,” she said.

“And?” he asked.

“Phoebe and Jade are having boys and
Ashley and I are having girls,” she said.

“Lots of Ross boys,” he said and
laughed.

“And a little princess for them to all
look after, by the way what do you think of a white crib like the
one you picked out for the boys?” she asked.

“I like it, antique white?” he asked
imposing his idea.

“More like a worn Cape Code kind of
beachy white, I want her room to be beachy,” she said, “Does that
make sense?”

“Perfect sense, will you let me work
on that?” he asked.

“Sure,” she said.

“So you miss me very much still?” he
asked.

“Uh hu,” she smiled.

“Please tell me all about what you
miss,” he said softly.

They spent an hour on the phone and he
seemed happy.

“I love you beautiful,” he
said.

“I love you,” she said, “You do know
how hot you are right?”

“So you tell me,” He
laughed.

“And so I will show you in a few
days.”

~

Tessa, Jade, Phoebe, and Ashley did
the photo shoot as Joan fed the kids. They had fun, Ashley even
loosened up. Tessa ran into camp and grabbed the Doe Camp sign.
They stood in a line and bared their bellies, Ashley and Tessa wore
pink camo ribbons with a bow wrapped around there bellies and
Phoebe and Jade wore green camo and set up the tripod and did shots
of them together. Tessa and the girls went to her house and Joan
had the kids watching TV. Remington was asleep on Lukies lap Riley
and Jackson were asleep on the couch and CJ and Matthew slept on
Joan’s lap. Tessa took a bunch of pictures and then took the boys
upstairs so Joan could leave and laid them down. They went into the
office and went through the photos.

Kendall walked in, “Whatcha
doing?”

“Come see,” Tessa said.

“They are amazing,” Kendall said. “You
should do Christmas cards from Doe Camp to all the hunters with
that, or open season 2 invites,” they all laughed.

“So what are you doing here?” Tessa
asked.

“Well I kind of wanted to talk to
you,” Kendall said smiling.

“Ben?” she asked.

“Yep,” Kendall blushed.

“You didn’t?” Tessa said.

“No Hoe,” Kendall said laughing.”But
I, well he and I really like each other and I want to go visit him
on my next trip, so how do you feel about that?”

“Kendall I love Ben and I love you,
the thing with him was high school and a long time ago, like a
hundred years almost. I would love for you two to be together,” she
said. “His idea of what relationships should be is perfect, well
then anyway, and you Kendall would never be bored, he is absolutely
perfect for you and you for him.”

“So what would you say if he and I
became boyfriend and girlfriend?” Kendall asked and
grinned.

“I would say I am so happy for both of
you,” Tessa hugged her.

“Safe to come in?” Ben
peaked around the door.

“Yes Ben, I have missed your face,”
Tessa grabbed his cheeks and hugged him.

“So you’re giving us your blessing?”
he asked.

“Yes and a warning, if you ever hurt
her I will shoot you through the heart.” Tessa warned.”Oh and she
and you can both wait right?”

“Tessa you here banging Luke for years
and look how that turned out, I think I can wait,” Kendall said
Tessa’s jaw dropped, “Oh God Ashley I am so sorry, Tessa
sorry.”

“You had sex with Luke?” Ashley asked
sounding surprised.

Tessa looked at her shocked and Ashley
laughed.

“Ashley I am sorry,” Tessa
said.

“Kendall,” Ben scolded.

“Don’t scold her,” Tessa snapped at
Ben.

“Don’t yell at me Tess, “Ben
laughed.

Tessa shook her head and started
laughing so hard she cried. She sat down and felt her belly and her
mood completely changed.

“Everything okay Tess?” Ben
asked.

“Ya I think so I just need to sit down
for a minute,” Tessa grabbed her phone to time what she was
terrified were contractions.

“Tessa, is everything okay?” Jade
asked. “Because I am overdue and if you go before me I will freak
out.”

“No I am sure its fine,” she said and
her face showed otherwise.

“Alright you need to go to the damn
hospital,” Ben said. “Kendall I don’t do babies yet can
you?”

“Ben I am fine, I could use some
water, I think I just overdid it today. Phoebe can you please call
mom?” Tessa looked nervous even though she was trying not to show
it.

Maggie and John came right down and
they took Tessa to the hospital. Her blood pressure was elevated
and she was having contractions.

“Dad could you give me my phone
please, it’s in my bag.”

“Are you going to call Collin?” John
asked.

“I am going to check on the boys I
will call him if I need to,” Tessa said sternly.

She went to call Kendall and her phone
rang, it was Collin.

“Hello Collin how are you?” she
asked.

“I am good how are you beautiful,” he
asked.

“Well I want you to listen and not
freak out okay?” she said.

She told him where she was and that
she didn’t know anything yet but as soon as the doctor came in she
would put him on speaker and he would know when she did.

“I will wait, who is there with you?”
he asked calmly.

“Mom and Dad,” she said.

“Are you alright?” he asked just as
calmly.

“Scared. Mom could you give me a
minute alone please? Sorry. I have some good news. Kendall and Ben
are dating,” she said.

“That’s great,” Collin said and she
heard him slamming drawers.

“Collin this could be nothing stop
packing,” she said.

“Ok,” he said.

The doctor came in and Tessa put it on
speaker, “She is showing signs of pre eclampsia although there was
no protein in her urine her blood pressure is high. We are going to
keep her in the hospital and continue to check her urine for a few
more hours. She will then be home on bed rest until she
delivers.”

“Dr Brown this is Collin, I would like
you to keep my wife in the hospital until I come and pick her up.
She is stubborn and bed rest will not work unless someone ties her
ass down in it. If that’s a problem in regards to insurance not
covering it, I don’t give a fuck I will pay for it. Tessa keep your
ass in bed and I will be there as soon as I can. I will call Joan
and give her instructions,” Collin was slamming doors.

“Dr. Brown is there any way that I
caused this to happen?” she asked knowing the answer.

“No, it just sometimes happens,” Dr
Brown said.

“Did you hear that Collin? I didn’t do
this!” she yelled.

“Regardless I will be picking you up,”
he snapped.

“Like hell you will I am going home as
soon as I can, I am so pissed at you right now. Have a safe flight
hopefully it a full service fucking flight!” she said and hung
up.

“Tessa you need to calm down,” Dr,
Brown said. “Blood pressure remember? I am going to give you some
meds for your blood pressure and then some to rest.”

“No I want to go home,” Tessa started
to cry.

John and Maggie walked in and John was
on the phone.

“Tessa don’t cry,” Maggie said and
hugged her.

“I am so mad Mom,” she said and hugged
her. “He thinks it’s my fault.”

“No honey I am sure he is just
scared,” Maggie soothed her.

“Well that’s great what does he think
I am having a great time here?” she cried.

Her phone rang and she ignored his
call.

“Tessa he needs to know what is going
on,” Maggie said.

“No he needs to be supportive and I
need to calm down and that certainly isn’t helping,” She
said.

The nurse put meds in her IV and she
immediately felt it.

“Nice,” she said and smiled. “Mom I am
high please go take care of my babies, I need them to see you if
they wake up, Ben will have them bouncing off the
walls.”

“She is asleep now, yes you heard
right she is pretty out of it,” John said to Collin.

Tessa woke up and her eyes where
heavy, she started to stand up and take out her IV.

“Tessa don’t do that,” John
said

“Daddy please take me home,” she
pleaded and he pushed the call button. “I am going home I will sign
whatever I need to.”

The nurse put more medication in
Tessa’s IV and Tessa laughed, “Did my husband request
that?”

“No Dr. Brown did, go to sleep Tessa,”
Rosie told her.

When she woke up she rubbed her eye’s
and tried to stand up.

“Hello Tessa,” he
said.

She closed her eyes and laid back,
“Hello how was your flight?”

“It was fine. How are you feeling?” he
asked and laid on the bed next to her and pulled her close to
him.

“Great, how are the boys?’ she
asked.

“Your Mom said they are still asleep,
apparently Ben played with them until they passed out,” Collin
rubbed her cheek with his nose.

“Good, when can I go home?” she asked
pulling away.

“Dr. Brown will be back in about two
hours from now and we will find out then,” he said and kissed
her.

She turned away and laid on her side
away from him. He took a deep breath and laid back.

“Tessa I was scared, I was a long way
from you and I wanted to make sure you were alright. I am sorry I
upset you but I am not going to apologize that I wanted you here
until I knew you were going to be alright here. So I am sorry sort
of.”

“I sort of accept your apology,” she
said quietly.

“Then please move back over here,” he
said calmly.

“I wouldn’t want my blood pressure to
raise, then you might feel it’s your fault,” Tessa said
dryly.

“Tessa, come here,” Collin said
soothingly and she did.

“I’m scared,” Tessa whispered quietly
because if only he could hear her it wasn’t real.

“Me too. Me too, please rest Tessa,”
he kissed her and then he rubbed her back.

~

They went home and Collin took care of
Tessa, the boys, and Leia. She was on bed rest and could be active
for an hour a day, which he smirked about and made sure the doctor
clarified that sexual activity was alright.

Jade and Phoebe both gave birth to
their sons a week apart, Tessa was very upset she was not able to
be there and Collin knew it. She missed Ashley’s shower but made up
for it in gifts for their little girl. She played piano a lot and
the boys were walking. She knew she was missing the last few weeks
with just the two boys and it made her very sad.

Tessa’s blood pressure spiked at
thirty six weeks and everything indicated that Tessa and Collin’s
little girl was ready for the world. Collin and Tessa went in the
hospital that day and she was put on a pitosin drip and they broke
her water. If she hadn’t delivered within twenty four hours she
would have a cesarean.

It hit her hard after only two hours.
Her contractions were one on top of the other but she was not
dilating fast. He rubbed her back and talked to her and soothed her
and did everything he could think of but she was in
pain.

“Tessa, it’s alright to get something
to relax you, or to stop the pain,” Collin said several times
throughout the day.

She didn’t talk much at all she
concentrated on her breathing and focused through the pain. It was
nine hours straight until she finally was dilated eight
centimeters. She finally broke down and cried when he went to use
the bathroom. She held a pillow over her face and screamed and he
walked out.

“Tessa don’t you think that enough is
enough, you’re tired,” Collin tried to remain calm as he rubbed her
back.

She shook her head no. An hour later
she asked him to get the doctor, she came in and checked Tessa she
was finally ten centimeters after twelve hours of horrible labor.
She pushed for an hour and she cried when their daughter was born,
she had blonde curls and big blue eyes. She weighed six pound and
six point seven ounces and was nineteen and three quarter inches
long. She was beautiful and perfect, her lips were full and lovely.
She looked like their Matthew but softer. She held her and cried
and Collin kissed them both.

“I love you girls so
much,” he said and a tear rolled down his face.

Tessa kissed him and held his face to
hers. Harper Ann Abraham was here and safe and healthy. Tessa’s
blood pressure was still dangerously high and she was to stay in
labor and delivery when they took Harper to the nursery. She sobbed
knowing that she wouldn’t be able to keep her with them for her
first night. Harper hadn’t even latched on, Tessa was a mess and
Collin held her until the sleep medicine kicked in. He went between
the nursery and her room the entire night. Tessa slept only waking
once when he wasn’t there.

The next morning she woke and he
looked exhausted.

“Collin you look tired, you should go
home and sleep,” she whispered in his ear.

“Good morning,” he said and kissed
her. “I am not going anywhere, Harper is doing very well, you are
going to be moved your blood pressure is down, and your parents are
going to be bringing the boys up as soon as I give them the
word.”

“I didn’t see them much yesterday,”
she said and tears formed in her eyes.

“Tessa, they are fine, you are fine,
and our little girl is perfect. Don’t be sad,” he held her
gently.

“And how are you?” she
asked.

“Much better now,” he said. “Would you
please rest?”

“If you do,” she said.

~

They went home two days later and she
was so glad to be there.

Over the next two weeks Tessa was
overwhelmed with company and Collin’s constant need to ask her if
she was alright.

“I am going to take a
walk,” she said, “Alone.”

Tessa walked to the pond with Leia and
sat on the dock, she was happy with her life but somehow she felt
empty. She didn’t know why and it made her mood very poignant. She
sat and cried for a long time holding her knees. She heard the
Gator and wiped her face she saw Collin walk up and she continued
to look at the water. He looked at her and wondered what was going
on but for the past few days she had been very distant. He sat
beside her and looked at the water and said nothing. She looked at
him and buried her head in her knees. He just sat beside her
feeling helpless and tired. It started raining and she continued to
sit. Tessa kept her eyes closed and tilted her head back. He
watched her and remembered the first time he told her he loved her,
how she danced in the rain and looked so beautiful. He was smiling
softly at her when she finally looked at him and he looked down and
shook his head. He stood up and reached out his hand and she took
it, he pulled her up and hugged her.

“You ready to go back?” he
asked.

“No, not yet” she said holding him
tightly.

Collin rubbed her back as they stood
in the rain. He took her arms and lifted them in the air and
twirled her around and she laughed.

“Tessa I love you,” he yelled with his
hands in the air.

Tessa giggled and hugged
him.

“I love you,” Tessa kissed
him.

They walked back to the house in the
rain leaving the gator by the pond. When they walked in arm in arm
they had more company and they didn’t let go of each other they
were soaked. They changed and came back down and Harper woke up.
Tessa took her in the family room and fed her as Ben and Kendall
talked about trip plans and Jade and Ryan fixed the dinner they had
brought, Alex and Phoebe held little Liam, Luke and Ashley stopped
over with a gift as well.

Luke went to pet Leia and she growled,
“Seriously Dog I thought we were friends now.”

Leia sat in front of him and he pet
her.

“Much better Dog,” Luke
laughed.

“Did you like your book Collin?” Jade
asked.

“I have no idea what you’re talking
about,” Collin looked confused.

“Tessa didn’t give it to you yet, oops
sorry,” Jade said and laughed.

Tessa walked out burping Harper and
smiled, “We have been a little busy.”

Collin had the boys at the table and
he turned and looked at her.

“Ya a little,” he said and
laughed.

“Have you two decided on a name?”
Tessa asked.

“No it is a little hard coming up with
a girl’s name with Luke,” Ashley looked annoyed.

He put his head down and Tessa tried
not to smile.

“You never banged a Harper did you
Collin?” Tessa asked.

“I don’t bang Tessa and no,” he
said.

“Bang,” CJ yelled.

Everyone laughed and he and Matthew
started chanting, “Bang Bang Bang…”

Tessa laughed “You boys will not be
doing that either.”

Tessa smiled at Collin.

“I don’t know Tessa, looks like Luke’s
little girl will be the only one in town they aren’t related to,”
Collin laughed, “Sorry Ashley.”

“That would be fine with me,” Luke
looked at Ashley like he was pissed, ”What do you expect
Luke?”

“She will be a good girl,” Luke
said.

Tessa laughed

“This is not funny,” Luke scowled at
Tessa.

“Maybe she’ll like Harper," Luke said
and laughed amused by himself.

They all laughed, except Collin. Tessa
looked at him and smiled.

“She is my daughter we have no
worries. Let’s help you figure this out Ashley,” Tessa said and
laughed.

“Please do,” Ashley said encouraging
her.

“Alright, no Maria, no Chantal, no
Amy, no Leah, no Sally, no Tina or Tammy, no Carly, no Jamie, no
Madison, no Sadi, no Jessie, no Ashley or Tessa and I am not sure
about the football groupies or San Francisco what was her name?”
Tessa asked.

“Tipper” Luke said looking
down.

“No Tipper, nice name” Tessa laughed,
“I think that’s about it.”

“How do you know all their names, I
just got a number?” Ashley asked and rolled her eyes.

“Oh I had the pleasure of meeting all
of them actually, now that we have met,” she laughed. “All crazy
except you, I got beat up by how many Luke?”

“Four,” Luke looked down shaking his
head.

“Yes and three were in the same hour,”
Tessa laughed.

“The three?” Ashley asked.

“Yes,” Tessa said.

“Did you try to help her?” Ashley
asked Luke.

“She took care of it herself, she is
very mean," Luke laughed.

Collin sat next to her with the boys
and rubbed her back “And I thought my life was rough.”

She sat back against him and
smiled.

“I think you should consider an A
name, isn’t that your thing you and your sister and the girls are
all A names right” Tessa smiled and looked at Harper.

“Ava,” Ashley whispered.

“Ava?” Luke asked.

“Yes why?” Ashley scowled.

“No I like it, Ava Links,” he said and
hugged her, “I like it, but when we have a boy it has to be an L
name.”

“Agreed, Ava it is,” Ashley said and
kissed Luke.

~

Tessa showed Collin the responses she
received about starting an organization right here in the United
States. He was amazed and they worked hard to get it off the
ground. The boys were now jabbering a lot and Tessa and Collin
enjoyed them so much. They were gentle with Harper and it reminded
Tessa of her husband and the way he was with her. They had been
married less than two years, together less than two years and she
felt more comfortable, loved, secure, respected, desired, than she
had ever in her whole life.

They worked in the States for the next
year and when Harper was one and the boys were almost two they took
their first trip out of the country. Collin had decided they would
go back to Nicaragua so that she could see what had become of it.
The village had flourished, they were self sufficient. The girl,
Alejandra, they sent to college was now in charge of the clinic.
She was very grateful to them and she was helping others realize
what they could do with the little help she could give. It wasn’t
about money it was about the effort. When they tucked the kids in
that first night she hugged him.

“Collin I get it,” Tessa
smiled.

“I know Tessa,” he said and kissed
her.

“I want to do what we had planned
before. I want our kids to see all this and understand that what we
have is a blessing and… ”she started and looked up at him and
smiled.

“I know beautiful, I know you,” Collin
kissed her.

They walked out of the room they once
occupied that was now full of portable cribs. He sat in the chair
and pulled her onto his lap. He lifted her shirt above her head and
looked at her breast.

“Thank God they are mine
again,” he said and smiled.

She pulled his off and kissed down his
belly and smiled up at him. He slowly shook his head from side to
side and smirked. He lifted her up and kissed her and laid her on
the ground.

“No fair,” she said and
laughed.

Collin kissed her and his hands were
on her pleasing her and within seconds she didn’t think of anything
but the two of them, and not only the physical ecstasy she felt
every time they became one but the unbreakable bond between two
people who loved each other truly and deeply. Two people whose
delight was truly in loving one another. Whose bliss was in
watching their children grow, whose joy came from knowing that no
matter what they came from or where they were going it was each
other that mattered the most in this life. They were
blessed.

















WHERE ARE THEY NOW

Luke and Ashley gave birth to Ava a
week later after Harper Ann entered the world. She looked just like
him and was perfect and healthy. Ashley and Luke were never
happier. They had one more child three years later, Logan Links
another dark haired beauty. When Landon retired Luke took over the
business, but his family came first. He would forever love Tessa
for all she was to him in fact sometimes it still hurt when he
thought about her, but more because of how he hurt her. The fact
that they were friends made it all easier to deal with. But as she
said it was a different love than he had for his wife

Tessa and Collin Abraham lived their
dreams. They traveled with their children. Collin John, Matthew
Ross, and Harper Ann. They loved their life. When it was time to
release the reins it was more difficult than expected. They still
ran things but from their home, Collin traveled alone only about
once a year. He hated missing a day with Tessa or his children.
John and Maggie traveled with them after they retired. Their life’s
work was a great benefit to the people who their organization
helped. As much as they loved their work and the organization that
had grown since they married, they enjoyed watching their children
involved in what they loved. CJ was excellent at baseball and
played piano since the age of three, Matthew excelled at basketball
and sang and Harper was all field hockey and loved to dance. The
Abraham children were excellent students and a joy to all they
encountered. Tessa helped coach the hockey team and Collin realized
while playing baseball with the kids that was his sport, he also
volunteered. Both boys played Football and Luke was the coach along
with Alex and Ryan. Tessa and Collin took one night a week for each
other, just the two of them. They continued to enjoy each other
daily, sometimes more.






cover.jpeg
MJ Fields

A






