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   [bookmark: Chapter1]Chapter 1
 
   Tessa came home from play practice and turned on the hot tub. Chewy, her yellow lab met her at the door, wagging his tail with his ball in his mouth. She smiled and pet him. He dropped the ball at her feet and she picked it up and threw it.
 
   “Good boy Chewy,” she patted his head when he returned with the ball.
 
   Lucas pulled in the driveway and brought him the ball Tessa had just thrown. He forced a smile. “Hello Tessa.”
 
   “Hey.”
 
   He walked past her and went in the house. She took a deep breath as he passed her. She loved the way he smelled. When he wasn’t fresh from a shower he smelled warm and outdoorsy.
 
   Lucas was walking out of the bathroom when they bumped into each other.
 
   “Sorry bab…Tessa.”
 
   Tessa smiled and went in and changed out of her clothes and into a modest bathing suit. She came out into the living room, and he was sitting on the couch with his hands in his hair.
 
   “You okay?”
 
   “Nope,” he looked up and raised his eyebrow.
 
   She stood briefly and watched his face, his jaw set; his green eyes looked lost as if he were searching hers for answers but quickly changed when he realized she was trying to figure out how to help him. He shook his head and smiled. She noticed his smile didn’t reach his eyes and knew he was hurting.
 
   Tessa ran upstairs and grabbed his trunks. She ran downstairs and threw them at him.
 
   “Suit up grumpy bear, relaxation time.”
 
   “Tessa there is nothing relaxing about being in there with you,” Lucas scowled.
 
   “Suck it up and let’s go,” Tessa smiled as she walked out the door.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa was in the hot tub when he walked out, she had on dark sunglasses so he couldn’t see her checking him out. One of the many ways she had figured out how she would get through this.
 
   Lucas stepped in and sat across from her.
 
   “So what’s going on Lucas?”
 
   “Honestly Tessa, three hours ago you sat out there in the field…” Lucas started.
 
   “I got hurt Lucas,” she said dryly.
 
   “Do you think I’m stupid?” Lucas asked, sitting back scowling slightly.
 
   “Depends,” she smirked.
 
   “Are you drunk?” Lucas asked callously.
 
   She threw her sunglasses atop her head swiftly, “Are you stoned?”
 
   “Tessa you have on sunglasses, its dark, and I really don’t see why that offends you.” Lucas said sarcastically.
 
   “I have drank three times in my life, how many times have you been stoned?” 
 
   He smirked, “Sorry bab…Tessa.”
 
   Tessa threw a towel at him.
 
   “Sit back and cover your face,” she demanded.
 
   “What?” he asked laughing.
 
   “Cover your face it’ll be less dist…” she started, “It will help you relax!” Lucas did what she asked, and she watched his chest rise and fall with each breath. His lips were full, and delicious she wanted to suck them. She bit her lip as she looked at him; he lifted the towel and saw her watching him.
 
   “Damn it Tessa,” he stood up.
 
   She stood in front of him.
 
   “I want to talk about what’s bugging you Lucas,” she said softly.
 
   Lucas looked her up and down, his nostrils flared, and he clenched his jaw. Tessa reached up slowly to touch him, he closed his eyes. She pushed him down so that he was sitting and turned around and bent over the hot tub and grabbed two bottles of water. Fuck, he thought as he looked at her.
 
   Tessa turned around and handed him the water.
 
   She sat down and took a drink, “So besides all that what’s going on?”
 
   “I talked to the sheriff; he said I HAD to stay until mom was home. I argued, and he caved a little: I can go home on my nineteenth birthday,” Lucas looked away from her, so she didn’t see the hurt in his eyes.
 
   “Wow Lucas… I don’t even know your birthday,” Tessa looked pissed. “How could I not know that?”
 
   “It’s not a big deal,” Lucas’s birthdays where normal celebrated by mailbox gifts from his dad and partying with his mom, they really weren’t a big deal. She was scowling and looked down. “It’s December thirty first.”
 
   “Of course it is,” Tessa smiled coyly.
 
   “Why does that amuse you?” Lucas tilted his head to the side.
 
   “Don’t ask questions you don’t want answers to,” Tessa pulled down her sunglasses.
 
   “No, I want to know.”
 
   “That was the date I picked,” he looked confused. “THE date.”
 
   “You were really going to make me wait that long?” he laughed. “You wouldn’t have lasted.”
 
   “I thought it was a sweet date,” she said softly, “you would have helped me stick to it.”
 
   “Sorry Bab…Tessa, I was just playing with you.”
 
   Playing with me, she thought and tried not to smile.
 
   “Okay so that’s only a few weeks away,” she said “your mom doesn’t get back for a few weeks after that right?”
 
   “Tessa it’s a long time,” his brows knitted together.
 
   “Lucas it’s less than five weeks,” Tessa tried to make it okay. “You get to visit your Mom Sunday right?”
 
   He smiled, “I do, don’t I?”
 
   “Yes you do, and then what are your plans for Thanksgiving?”
 
   “I am supposed to go to Jersey to see Dad and my sisters.”
 
   I was supposed to ask you-- that was the date I picked, he thought.
 
   “And that’s next week. See, you’ll be gone before you know it.”
 
   Her smile faded.
 
   He looked at her for a few minutes, “I can’t see you sad for another day.”
 
   “And I can’t see you go through this all alone,” she stared at him; “We can make this work, remember the rules from before about friendship?”
 
   “Honestly I don’t. I’m pretty sure we broke almost all of them,” Lucas laughed.
 
   “Well we can’t anymore,” Tessa forced a smile. “I need to be your friend, and I need you to be mine, nothing less,” she started tearing up, and she laughed. “Didn’t we sort of go through this earlier?”
 
   “We did,” he smiled, fighting the urge to hug her.
 
   “We’re both smart right?” 
 
   “I guess we are.”
 
   “And super competitive,” she added, a little louder.
 
   “Absolutely.”
 
   “And hot,” she laughed.
 
   “No doubt bab…Tessa,” he shook his head and they laughed.
 
   “We got this then.”
 
   “Hug?"
 
   “Hell no!”
 
   They both laughed harder.
 
   “I love you…my friend.”
 
   “You too, bud,” Tessa smiled.
 
   ~
 
   Ben and Alex pulled in and ran into the house. They changed and were in the hot tub in a flash.
 
   Ben sat by Tessa and smiled, “Hello Tess.”
 
   “Well hello, Ben.”
 
   “Did you check it out?” Ben whispered in her ear.
 
   “No, not yet,” she laughed.
 
   “Alex tell her what you got today,” Ben smiled mischievously.
 
   “I’d rather not.”
 
   His face gave it away and Tessa scowled at him and stood up, Ben smiled at her. She got out and dried off and stomped all the way to the house.
 
   “You get a Doe Alex?” Lucas asked. Alex shook his head no. “Oh,” he cringed and tried not to laugh.
 
   ~
 
   Lucas sat and relaxed for a bit. Somehow he ended up agreeing to hunt Saturday and Sunday before he got out and walked in the house. Tessa was on the computer with her headphones on; she didn’t notice him walk in. He looked over her shoulder, and she was on some sort of pregnancy website. He read and she felt his breath on her neck and jumped.
 
   “Sorry, may I?”
 
   She smiled and took her head phones off. She showed him a week by week site that she had found.
 
   “So this says that at twenty weeks, you can find out what the baby is. That’s not too far from now Lucas. Do you want to know?”
 
   “Honestly, no. I know I should want to, but I don’t.”
 
   “I want to know,” Tessa smiled and turned back towards the screen.
 
   “You’re serious, aren’t you?”
 
   “Actually I am. I hope you have a boy. I hope he looks just like you, and has a heart like yours. I want to buy him a little Yankees outfit,” smiled. “Just don’t tell Sadi.”
 
   She clicked on a few links and got to the one she was looking for.
 
   “Your baby is fourteen weeks, I think, so that means she is past the most critical stage. You need to be sure she is taking folic acid and prenatal vitamins and extra calcium. Your baby needs folic acid so that it grows and develops; it reduces the risks of birth defects. See this,” she put the mouse on the picture, “he has little legs, arms, and eyes.  Isn’t that cool? I ordered you a couple books, but you need to go the drug store before school and get her those vitamins Lucas. Actually you should text her now and see if she has them if she doesn’t make sure she takes them every day. He’ll be much healthier and have a better shot in this crazy world if she takes care of him now,” Tessa smiled.
 
   She looked at him, and he was pale.”You okay?”
 
   He shook his head no, and she got up and grabbed him some water.
 
   “Drink please.”
 
   Lucas got up and walked to the bathroom and threw up.
 
   “Oh, you’re sick?” 
 
   He didn’t answer right away and then sat back, “No Tessa. I’m not sick. I just can’t do this shit.”
 
   She handed him a cup of water, “Rinse and spit.”
 
   She got his toothbrush and put paste on it, “Brush”.
 
   He rinsed and spit in the toilet. She knelt down, wiped his face, sat next to him, and held his hand. He pulled his knees up and wrapped his arm around them and put his head down. She wrapped her arm around his shoulders as he took deep breaths.
 
   Alex walked in and saw them, “Oh sorry, everything okay?”
 
   “Sure is. Lucas and I will be out in a few minutes.”
 
   She hated seeing him like this. As hard as it was for her, she knew he was never going to be able to escape Sadi. She couldn’t imagine what he must be going through.
 
   His phone chimed.
 
   “Can I get that?”
 
   He shook his head yes.
 
   “It’s Sadi, she says,” Tessa laughed. “You off the farm yet? How do you sign your name for her?”
 
   “Just L,” he answered in barely a whisper.
 
   -Nope stuck here until my birthday, sorry…L
 
   She pushed send, and kept on replying,
 
   -Are you fucking kidding me? Sadi
 
   -no, nothing I can do about it but move to Jersey, can you deal with that?...L
 
   -you better not be fucking her…Sadi
 
   -told you I wasn’t. How many weeks pregnant are you? Are you taking vitamins and folic acid?…L
 
   -fourteen weeks, and not yet why?...Sadi
 
   -it’s important, for our child, I’ll pick up some stuff before school see you tomorrow…L
 
   -as if you care…Sadi
 
   -I think we both should care if our child is healthy…L
 
   -Did you set up counseling or whatever that shit is we need to go to…Sadi
 
   -working on it will know more tomorrow, Dr.’s appointment?…L
 
   -will let you know, better behave or no go…Sadi
 
   -I will…L
 
   “Hope you don’t mind,” she said and read it to him.
 
   He cleared his throat, “Thanks, Tessa”.
 
   “Do you want to be alone?” 
 
   “No--please stay.”
 
   Lucas scooted behind her and hugged her, resting his forehead against her shoulder. Tessa rubbed his head and kissed his cheek. After a long time, he kissed her neck.
 
   “Thank you, Baby.”
 
   Her heart pounded, and she turned to him and smiled.
 
   “Anytime BUD. You feel better?”
 
   “Yes, I do.”
 
   “Ready to get up?” 
 
   “I need a shower.”
 
   “No a bath,” she turned on the water putting oatmeal in it.
 
   Tessa sat on the edge of the tub and mixed it up with her feet. Lucas watched her and wished things were different, but at least he had her now.
 
   “Time to get in,” she pulled him up.
 
   He kissed her head; “You’re the best Tessa.”
 
   She turned to walk out as he dropped his pants.
 
   “Hey Lucas,” she turned around; she smiled as she looked at him.
 
   “Yes Tessa?” he stood gloriously naked.
 
   “Wow… I’ve never seen it like that. Nice, Lucas,” Tessa walked by and grabbed him a washcloth, “Here you go.”
 
   ~
 
   She was on the couch when he came out with a towel wrapped around him. He threw the washcloth at her face and ran up the stairs. Lucas came back down with pajama bottoms and a tee shirt on and sat next to her.
 
   “Want to talk about it?”
 
   He looked at her confused.
 
   “Not really, but thank you,” Lucas said. “Why did you do that?”
 
   “What? Check out your junk?” she laughed.
 
   “No, I totally get why you’d want to sneak a peek,” Lucas laughed and then looked away, “The website stuff, order the books, talk me through it, and respond to her texts? Why?”
 
   “Gee, I thought you were intelligent. I like to help my friends through difficult situations,” Tessa nudged him
 
   “Alright then.” 
 
   “Do you think Sadi will let me be there when your baby is born?” Tessa asked trying not to smile.
 
   “Someone better be, I’ll more than likely be on the floor,” he kissed the top of her head and stood up. “Thanks again. I’m going to bed.”
 
   ~
 
    “Tessa what’s going on?” Alex asked.
 
   “Reality just hit I think, he’s going to need you and Tommy, Alex. He’s been alone for most of his life and taken care of his Mom when it should have been the other way around. Lucas has a good heart. I love him, and I need him to be okay. I think the only way he will be is if he has people who love him and let him know his true worth. His shield Alex, is the cocky arrogant ass everyone sees… that’s not who he is, not even a little bit. It’s just who he has had to be so he doesn’t fall apart,” Tessa said with tears in her eyes.
 
   “Tessa I think he’s a good guy, but… I’m worried about you,” Alex sat next to her. 
 
   “I have all of you. I’m strong, I may screw up, but I’ll always be okay.”
 
   ~
 
   For the next few weeks, Lucas saw Tessa‘s strength. He was gaining strength from her, but he couldn’t wait to go home. Tessa needed to move on: she was the most amazing friend he had ever had, besides Tommy. He knew what was coming and it crushed him knowing he was going to crush her. Lucas knew how much she loved him, and he wanted better for her. She deserved better than him. There were no more make out sessions, they occasionally held hands and hugged. She kissed him on the cheek and head when she knew he was struggling. As much as he wanted to be strong for her: it wasn’t happening while he was under the same roof as she was. He needed her. He wanted her in his life. He loved her…and he always would.
 
   On Saturday, Lucas got his first deer, a big eight point. Tessa smiled when she found out. 
 
   On Sundays, he went to church with her family, part as a condition of him staying with them and part because he loved to see her shine. He had basketball after school, and she had play practice at night. They only saw each other for a couple hours a day. She went to her mother’s on Wednesdays, and he and Sadi went to counseling on Thursday nights. Counseling didn’t seem to be helping, but it was an excuse to be away from Tessa. He hoped that the distance would help what would inevitably become of them. On Fridays he had games, she sat in the bleachers and cheered he and Alex on, those nights he didn’t come home until late. He hung out with Alex and Tommy if they weren’t with their girls. If they were, he chilled with Becca’s adopted brother Ryan. Ryan was cool, a few years back he and Jade’s brother Jasper were best friends, he had been pretty messed up about the loss. 
 
   On Saturday night, Tessa and Lucas still worked at the Spot. It was snowmobile season and the place was busy all the time. Tessa sang less and was returning to her pre-Lucas self. She was a little quieter and more guarded around the opposite sex.  Lucas’s mother was getting better; she had been sober for two months now, which was a record for her. Tessa set her alarm on her phone every night to wake up at two in the morning, she forced herself to get out of bed, drink warm milk, go to the bathroom and wash her face. About once a week (sometimes more), Lucas would sneak in and turn it off just so he could hold her and kiss her until she got through her nightmare. Those mornings she seemed a little happier, and he was as well.
 
   ~
 
   Before Thanksgiving Tessa made a whole turkey dinner by herself so that Lucas could eat with their family before he went to Jersey with his. She wanted him to know he was family, and she couldn’t imagine spending a holiday without the people she loved. That kind gesture hurt him but he knew it wasn’t meant to.
 
   Toby came home to visit, and he and Tessa hung out a lot. Lucas liked him and often found himself watching his interaction with Tessa. He was kind and gentle with her. He didn’t push her into anything. Tessa was very relaxed with him around.
 
   After his basketball game, Lucas came home and found Tessa asleep against Toby’s chest. Her mascara was smeared down her face, and Toby was looking at her when Lucas walked in the room.
 
   “Hello,” Lucas said to Toby as he passed the couch and walked into the bathroom.
 
   When Lucas walked out Toby asked him to sit, and Lucas did.
 
   “How are you Lucas?” 
 
   “I’m alright and you?” Lucas asked uncomfortably.
 
   “I know what’s gone on here for the past few months. I know how she feels about you. And I know how you feel about her,” Toby said.
 
   “What makes you think …” Lucas stated and Toby interrupted.
 
   “Lucas, I’m not trying to make this hard on you or start an argument. I wanted you to know that I think what you’re doing is honorable. I also know that this living situation has got to be extremely hard on both of you. I know you wouldn’t choose this for her or yourself. She’s worried about you being alone. I agree with her, these people care about you. John wants you to stay Lucas, just until your mom gets home.”
 
   “This is uncomfortable, Toby…” 
 
   “It’s not,” Toby said softly.
 
   “Yes it is! I see her walking on egg shells in her own house! I hear her cry when she’s in the shower, she cleans all the damn time to avoid sitting down for two minutes, and I know it’s because she’s dying inside. I know this because I’m dying right along with her. Her family is amazing, but just like her, they’re putting me first…” he said fighting tears.
 
   “That’s love…” Toby interrupted.
 
   “Yes I get that. And I love her just as much. I’m not staying, she needs to heal, and I need to let her,” Lucas stood up.
 
   “Okay, I get it. Either way you are both going to hurt. This one right here will struggle through and be fine. She’s strong Lucas, but she needs you to be, too. She needs you to be safe and happy. If not, she’s going to have a very hard go of this, and so will you. I love her Lucas, if she chose you tomorrow I would have no problem walking away knowing she would have what she wanted. I know you’re a good man, and not just because she says so, but because I see it in you. I just wanted you to know that,” Toby said softly.
 
   “Thank you.”
 
   Lucas looked at Tessa and ran his hands through his hair and walked up the stairs to bed.
 
   ~
 
   Christmastime was always exciting; the Ross family had many traditions that were new to Lucas. Each person got a new ornament with their name on it or something that reflected whatever their passion was for the year. Tessa made Lucas an ornament with a football and a crown. On the bottom, she used a paint pen and wrote Christmas with the Ross family on it. They had the Christmas pickle, the elf on the shelf, the nativity scene displayed in their front yard and an advent calendar that each person had a special day or rather rotation of days that they got to switch the calendar and received a small treat or trinket for their day.
 
   There were two trees and presents piled up high under them. They all had personalized stockings that they had since birth. Lights and candles adorned every room inside and outside the farm house. Tessa bought both Lucas and Chewy personalized stockings. Lucas thought their traditions were beautiful but not nearly as beautiful as the girl he loved more and more everyday.
 
   Lucas was loading his car with gifts for his sisters, Audrianna, and his father. Tessa stood outside freezing in shorts and a sweater helping him. Tessa laughed whenever he grumbled about the amount of stuff she made him buy for the girls. She had sent him with presents for them that needed to be opened as soon as they woke up. He promised her he would. When he was about to leave she jumped on him and wrapped her arms and legs around him and hugged him and kissed his face in a very obnoxious sloppy manner.
 
   “Drive safe and text me when you get there Lucas, have a Merry Christmas.”
 
   He smiled and kissed her gently on the mouth. He pulled away, and her eyes were closed, she opened them and he grabbed her face.
 
   “Merry Christmas Tessa, I love you.” he got into his SUV and pulled away.
 
   She stood rubbing her lips gently as he pulled down the road out of sight.
 
   Tessa went inside, just like she did when he left for Thanksgiving, went upstairs and cried. She loved him desperately but knew she had to stay strong for him. The emptiness she felt now had a lot to do with the fact she knew he would be moving home in a week, and she wouldn’t see him nearly as much. She was afraid to lose him again even though she knew she already had.  Tessa fell asleep crying.
 
   Her phone chimed. It was him
 
   -I made it safe and sound…LL
 
   -I’m so glad!!!! You better get to sleep or Santa won’t come…Tessa
 
   - He’s a little freaky you know, sneaking in your house at night after stalking you all year. I may stay up just to be sure his ass doesn’t come in the house…LL
 
   -Chicken butt! In the morning you should look under the back seat, I think he left you a little something…Tessa
 
   -No kidding, you should look in your um, unmentionable’s drawer I think he left you something as well…LL
 
   -I LOVE CHRISTMAS!!! …Tessa
 
   -I couldn’t tell..LL
 
   -I love you Lucas, have a beautiful Christmas with your family…Tessa
 
   -I love you Tessa, goodnight…LL
 
   Christmas was amazing, and the gift he left her was too much. Inside a perfectly wrapped box with a bow was a pair of diamond stud earrings. Tessa cried when she opened them.
 
   -Merry Christmas Lucas, I don’t think I can accept your gift, they’re beautiful but too much my friend, BTW you made me cry…Tessa
 
   -Merry Christmas Tessa, I don’t know how you pulled that off, I have never received a gift with such meaning, I love it and will always and forever cherish it..BTW you made Audrianna cry, she couldn’t believe that you would do that for the girls too. As always I’m in awe of you…LL
 
   Tessa had made albums of his time with her family; she had purposely left the pictures of just the two of them out. She included newspaper clippings that had his name in it from local papers and lots of pictures of him and his sisters. It was full of all the important parts of the past four months of his life. Pictures were one of her favorite things ever: they induced memories allowing you to more clearly travel back to the life changing events that mold us and make us who we are. 
 
   Tessa had made albums for each of his sisters that included the same photos as Lucas’s and a few of Tessa and the girls. She had also made empty pages to be filled in later.
 
   Under the tree was a large box To the Ross family, it was from the Links family. It was full of beach items and gift cards. There was a certificate for a family getaway to Myrtle Beach to be used whenever they chose. There was a hand written note from Landon thanking them for taking Lucas in, and to Tessa for all her kindness.  Tessa cried when she read it.
 
    
 
   -please thank your family Lucas, it again was too much, give them our love…Tessa
 
   




 
    
 
   [bookmark: Chapter2]CHAPTER 2
 
   Lucas pulled in to the farm on the twenty seventh at around seven at night. He got out of the SUV and stretched. Tessa bolted out of the house and dove on him knocking him into a snow bank. She hugged him, and Chewy jumped on him and licked his face. 
 
   They sat inside the toasty house and talked about Christmas while he unpacked. She asked him if he wanted to ride snowmobile and meet Jade and Tommy for dinner.
 
   “That sounds like fun,” Lucas said smiling at her.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa drove, and he held on tight. She was wild on the green sled. Lucas was thankful she had all the layers of clothes on because he had to hold tightly around her. They pulled in, and Jade was straddling Tommy on their sled as they made out.
 
   Tommy and Jade stopped when they saw Tessa and Lucas standing there looking incredibly uncomfortable. They all went in and sat by the fire and ordered dinner. The place was packed, and it took awhile to get their food but as always it was well worth it. At the end of the meal, the waitress brought out a cake that Tessa had made and brought up earlier that day. It had nineteen candles and the whole restaurant sang happy birthday to Lucas. He smiled and looked at her and mouthed Thank you, Tessa. They laughed and joked for three hours before they decided to leave.
 
   Tessa let Lucas drive home, she held tightly to him, and he drove much slower than she had. He was sucking up every second that her arms held tightly to his body; he wished this moment could last forever.
 
   ~
 
   They finally got to the farm, and he pulled the sled into the barn and turned it off. She took her helmet off and her golden hair fell down her face, and she laughed. He looked at her and wanted so badly to stay.
 
   “Lucas you drive like my grandma.” The zipper on her bibs was stuck and she was having a hard time getting it down, she scowled and stomped her foot.
 
   “Let me help you.”
 
   He was very aware that the only thing that was between his fingers and her chest was the zipper and a very tight, thin layer of clothing. His breaths became deeper and slower until he finally freed the zipper. The mounds beneath her shirt were pebbled and extremely visible. Tessa closed her eyes and arched her back ever so slightly until she felt his finger slowly rub across her taut nipple. He looked into her eyes, and they both stood still trying to control their breathing. Tessa closed her eyes, and he kissed her hard pulling her lip down to open her mouth, she moaned softly. Lucas picked her up and sat on the snow mobile, she grabbed his head and kissed him deeper. His hands lightly skimmed over her shirt, and she kissed him harder.
 
   “I love you Tessa,” Lucas kissed her neck.
 
   “I love you Lucas… so much,” Tessa climbed on his lap and rubbed against his rock hard pants and whimpered when he pushed against her. He stood and held her against him and walked deeper into the barn as she pushed his bibs down and pulled him free, “Baby I …we…”
 
   “I just want to feel you Lucas, I need to feel you,” Tessa stoked him softly as they pulled her bibs off; she had thermal long underwear on under them. He cupped her ass in his hands and lifted her wrapping her legs around his waist. Tessa grinded against him and whimpered. 
 
   Lucas kissed her hard as he pushed her against the wall and rocked against her, feeling the warmth between her legs.
 
   “You’re real wet Baby,” he groaned, “real hot. Fuck Tessa this is...”
 
   “Please don’t stop please Lucas it feels so good… Oh God, I wish you were inside of me.”
 
   “I would give anything to be baby,” his hips moved closer, grinding into her even harder. “Aw, fuck yes just like that Tessa.”  
 
   “I wanna lay on you, I need you closer.”
 
   Lucas held her tight and knelt down and sat back watching her face flush, he pushed her hair back, “I need to make you come, Tessa.”
 
   “I think…”
 
   “What’s it feel like baby? You’re so fucking wet for me.”
 
   “Hot, burning… Lucas” she threw her head back and he caught it in his hand.
 
   She started pulling away, “No baby, you’re right there-- stay with me, fuck… go off with me.”
 
   He pushed against her harder and reached between them and rubbed his thumb against the outside of her, hitting her clit. She gasped and pulled back, “No baby, let me be the first to make you come, really come,” her teeth clenched tightly and she pushed against him and he rubbed harder. She screamed as her body shook.
 
   “Fuck,” Lucas mouth opened and his nostrils flared as he came. 
 
   Tessa hugged him tightly around his neck as they continued to kiss each other. She hugged him again and didn’t let go as he rubbed her back and kissed her head over and over again.
 
   He carried her to bed and he started to walk away.
 
   Tessa grabbed him, “Please don’t go, please stay with me tonight.”
 
   Lucas changed and so did she. He climbed in beside her. She laid her head on his chest and wrapped her arms around him and fell asleep to him running his fingers through her hair.
 
   Lucas woke before her and snuck into his bed and fell back to sleep. It was nine when Tessa woke. She never slept in that late. She smiled as she got in the shower. She dressed and made breakfast.
 
   ~
 
   Lucas came down first, “Good morning Tessa,” he kissed her head.
 
   He looked in her eyes, and she blushed.
 
   “Good Morning,” she hugged him quickly and grinned.
 
   “Tessa I’m sorry about…” he started.
 
   “I’m not,” she smirked.
 
   Tessa looked in his eyes and stopped smiling as she saw his eyes glaze over as if he had constructed a wall.
 
   “Tessa, I am,” he said “Do you know what today is?”
 
   “Yep three days before your birthday,” she turned her back to him.
 
   “The sonogram…the fucking sonogram Tessa,” he cursed as his hand slammed down on the counter.
 
   Tessa jumped, “I’m sorry Lucas I forgot,” she said as her eyes started to burn.
 
   “Okay don’t, no water works, Tessa,” he barked.
 
   She looked shocked. He had never spoken to her like that.
 
   “Damn it, I’m sorry,” Lucas said softly.
 
   Tessa swallowed hard and turned around and cleared her voice.
 
   “No big deal we can forget it happened, just a mistake, sorry. Breakfast is in the oven, it’s a casserole, I need to go to the bathroom,” she walked quickly past him.
 
   “Fuck,” he clenched his fist and slammed it on the counter.
 
   He stood up and walked into the bathroom, she was standing at the washing machine folding clothes.
 
   “Tessa.”
 
   She quickly wiped her eyes, “Lucas, do you need something?”
 
   “Tessa look at me.”
 
   “I’m a little busy-- just give me a minute okay?” she asked again in the same sweet voice.
 
   He lightly touched her shoulders, and she tensed up and started to shake, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “You don’t have to be, it’s not a big deal.”
 
   “Look at me baby,” he whispered.
 
   “Nope, look last night was fun, I know you're leaving and I know you’re going to have a baby, but for just a few minutes,” she stopped and took a deep breath and swallowed, “I forgot, so my mistake, I’m sorry. I’m not mad and I hope you can forgive me,” she shook more, and he wrapped his arms around her.
 
   She took several deep calming breaths.
 
   “I’m not mad at you, Tessa, I’m mad at me,” he whispered.
 
   Tessa began to cry again and shook her head. She put her hands over her eyes and quietly continued to cry. She stopped and turned around and looked at him.
 
   “I don’t want that, Lucas,” she said, “The reality is that this sucks. the whole thing. You’re trying to tiptoe around me because you don’t want to hurt me and I’m doing the same thing. It sucks, and what really sucks is that I believe we love one another, and there isn’t a damn thing either of us can do about it. It’s the forbidden fruit.” she laughed. “We never even got a chance to bite the damn apple because we actually give a shit about each other.” She was laughing harder now. “Never in my wildest dreams would I have thought I would fall for the hottie football rock star and this craziness would have happened,” she smiled and put her head on his chest and laughed. She looked up at him with a grin, “You got anything Lucas? You're being awfully quiet,” He shook his head no and looked at her, “Please give me something—I’m like Jekyll and Hyde right now.”
 
   “You astound me,” he said looking at her.
 
   “Well that’s not helping,” she laughed “you were pissed at me in the kitchen and now I astound you.  I was a crying little child a minute ago, and now I’m laughing. There is seriously something wrong with us.”
 
   He just looked at her and took a deep breath, his arms still around her as he continued to look at her, “You don’t have to be so strong for me, Tessa.”
 
   “This is not strong, this is wrecked Lucas,” she admitted. “I don’t even know who I am right now, don’t you see that?”
 
   He hugged her and kissed her head, “I’m sorry I couldn’t be who I desperately wished I could be for you. We could’ve been amazing together, so yes Tessa, you astound me.”
 
   “Who can you be without me Lucas? I need to know that the guy I fell in love with was real, please don’t prove me wrong,” she reached up and grabbed his face and kissed him.
 
   He stood there staring at her. She took his arms and put them to his sides and walked around him.
 
   ~
 
   Sadi lay on the table, and Lucas held her hand, just like Tessa would expect. The radiologist couldn’t see much in the sonogram, so she decided to do an ultra sound. Lucas’s eyes widened when he saw her pull out the stirrups, all he could think of was Tessa’s Vagatron experience. She then took out a device that was shaped like a penis and put a condom over it. She inserted it inside Sadi, and she gripped his hand tightly.
 
   “You okay?” Lucas whispered.
 
   “NO,” Sadi hissed.
 
   “Okay here is your uterus and the little one is right here,” the radiologist pointed at the screen.
 
   “Is it a boy or a girl?” Lucas asked anxiously.
 
   “Too early to tell,” she smiled at him.
 
   She clicked a few buttons taking measurements.
 
   “It looks like you are about twelve weeks, so we won’t be able to tell for at least another two months,” she said. “Excited daddy, huh?”
 
   “Actually I’m a bit confused,” Lucas said, “Sadi is five months pregnant, not three. Can you check again?”
 
   She looked at him “Sure. No… she’s twelve weeks, so just through the first trimester.”
 
   “No, that’s not right. Is it possible that something is wrong with our baby?” Lucas asked concerned.
 
   “Actually everything looks great, a strong heartbeat, all the measurements are good, everything is perfect.”
 
   “Okay could we please talk to the doctor? She’s five months, she came here about two months ago, and you guys told her she was pregnant so obviously something’s not right, and I would like to make sure our child is healthy.”
 
   “Okay, I’ll get the Doctor” she left the room.
 
   “Are you alright Sadi?” he asked
 
   She looked at him and turned away.
 
   “Sadi, are you okay?” Lucas asked again firmly.
 
   The doctor walked in and introduced himself, “So you’re concerned about the size of your child?”
 
   “Yes, Sadi was here two months ago, and she was told she was three months pregnant. Now that woman said twelve weeks. I’m confused as to why it’s not a concern and that we shouldn’t be doing further testing.”
 
   “Sadi I’m your doctor so if you would like to discuss this with me in private, please say so.”
 
   “Sadi, do you need a minute or are we in this together?” Lucas looked confused.
 
   “Go ahead,” she whispered to the doctor.
 
   “Sadi is twelve weeks pregnant. She was in here a few months ago and had a false positive home test. We did blood work that proved otherwise. She wasn’t pregnant, and we clearly told her that.” The doctor explained.
 
   Lucas sat down and was stunned, shocked, and speechless. Finally he spoke, “Do you know what you have done? Do you?”
 
   “Mr. Links,” the doctor said in a warning.
 
   “No, no, no! You aborted a baby behind my back about eight months ago. I brought you here and paid to get you on the pill and still dated your crazy ass. Then I finally find someone who I love and you fake a pregnancy?” Lucas started to laugh, “Doc she’s crazy, what the fuck?”
 
   “Listen son, did you sleep with her two and a half months ago?” 
 
   “Yes, I thought she was three months pregnant, and I fucked her.”
 
   “Well then you had sex with her willingly and you have a 12 week old baby growing in her body. I would suggest you take responsibility and stop talking to her like that,” he scolded Lucas.
 
   “Holy Fuck! Sadi--- what is fucking wrong with you?”
 
   Sadi looked at him, and tears fell down her face, “I love you.”
 
   “What the fuck ever, get dressed. Doc can she be put on Meds to fix her fucking head before my helpless child is born?”
 
   “That’s enough son,” the doctor said.
 
   “No shit!” he said, “After I pay your fucking bill I’ll be in the car, hurry up.”  Lucas stood and walked out the door.
 
   ~
 
   Lucas dropped her off at her house and went to his. He took his little pipe and flopped on his bed. What the hell was he going to do now? This was crazy. What had he done? How was he going to tell Tessa, his family, Tommy? What was he going to do?
 
   Lucas walked out of his house and drove to the farm. When he got out he realized Sadi left the sonogram picture in the car and he grabbed it. He walked around outside and tried to wrap his brain around what had just happened.
 
   Tessa walked outside, “So is it a boy?” 
 
   Lucas walked past her and flipped the picture at her and walked towards the back of the farm.
 
   Tessa caught up to him, “Hey Lucas, what’s going on,”  he laughed and squatted down and looked at her, his eyes were red, and he was pissed. “Lucas are you stoned?”
 
   “Maybe buzzed,” Lucas laughed again.
 
   “Why?” 
 
   “Hey Tessa wanna hear a funny story?” Lucas asked running his hand through his hair.
 
   “Sure?” she said with concern in her eyes.
 
   “Oh wait first check out the picture baby. Look at all the cool numbers at the top.” 
 
   Tessa looked at the due date and all the numbers, “Hey my little stoner buddy, I think you got the wrong picture.”
 
   “Baby you’re smarter than that, look at the name on it,” Lucas laughed.
 
   “Okay Lucas, I’m confused.”
 
   “Don’t be Tessa… ask the questions I’ve never lied to you.”
 
   “Is she twelve weeks?” 
 
   “Yep… I fucked her when I was living here. She got pregnant then, as a matter a fact she had a false positive pregnancy test and had blood drawn, they told her she wasn’t pregnant.  Sadi fucked with the paperwork and flat ass lied to me. Oh but remember as the good doctor pointed out to me I fucked her, it’s my responsibility. I’m sure my hot bodied little blonde here would agree, wouldn’t you baby?” 
 
   She just looked at him.
 
   “And that’s what I thought,” he stood and walked away.
 
   “Lucas wait,” Tessa said and ran up to him,“Is he healthy?” 
 
   “Sure is,” he said laughing.
 
   “Okay-- that’s good right?” 
 
   “Are you fucking insane too?” he snapped. “That’s good? Fuck Tessa! She’s put me… us through hell, I would prefer she go play in the fucking road right now instead of fucking caring about how that nut job is going to take care of my child.”
 
   “Well, no-- I’m not insane. But if you don’t think she could take care of him, then maybe you could get custody.”
 
   “Fuck you Tessa-- I’m eighteen years old. I was raised by a lush whose head I pulled out of the toilet almost every night from the time I was three years old, on. I know nothing about taking care of a kid,” he yelled at her.
 
   “Lucas, yes you do, you took care of yourself, and you can do this.”
 
   She looked for his keys and saw his pocket bulging, great she thought.
 
   “Hey Lucas would you come here just for a minute.”
 
   He walked towards her, she pulled his head down and kissed him, and he moaned and grabbed one of her breasts and squeezed it hard. He took the other, shit she thought, she reached under his shirt, and rubbed is stomach. He groaned as she reached into his pocket.
 
   “Oh fuck baby,” he reached down low and rubbed her hard.
 
   “Lucas don’t,” Tessa whispered.
 
   “Come on baby, I need you right now, you love me right?” he asked she didn’t reply.
 
   She grabbed his keys and whispered in his ear, “I do, and don’t be mad at me please.” She turned and she walked away.
 
   “Get back here baby,” he his nostrils flared.
 
   She kept walking; he ran up and grabbed her.
 
   “Lucas I love you, please be nice to me,” she hugged him, “I’m so sorry this happened to you.”
 
   He didn’t hug her back, he was pissed, “Give. Me. My keys Tessa.”
 
   She let go of him and looked up, “Nope.”
 
   “I have shit to do, Tessa,” he growled.
 
   "What do you need to do Lucas?" 
 
   He grabbed for the keys and she took off running. He stood there with his arms crossed, she turned around.
 
   "If you can catch them, you can have them," she lifted her shirt and put his keys in her bra.
 
   Lucas shook his head and took off after her. She ran for the woods as fast as she could. He was right behind her, she ran harder and turned up the field and headed back towards the farm. Eventually, he slowed down and then walked. He looked up, and she was smiling tapping her wrist and beckoning him with her hand to come on.
 
   Lucas was pissed and flipped her off. She smirked and then laughed out loud. She walked into the barn and sat on a bale of hay. He walked in breathless and looked at her, she was smiling and laughed.
 
   "I never thought about it before, but quarterbacks don't run very much, do they?" 
 
   "Enough to catch your buddy Ben’s ass before he made a touchdown," he snapped.
 
   "But not as fast as me," she beamed.
 
   "Fine, you win. But I’ll go after them if you don't hand them over.”
 
   "No, you won't," she said breathlessly.
 
   He walked towards her and stopped and looked at her.
 
   “Tessa? Are you scared of me?" he asked and she walked past him.
 
   "No," she walked towards the house, he followed her.
 
   “You look better. Your eyes don't look like someone poked you in them, buzz gone?" she asked.
 
   He shook his head yes, and he looked tired.
 
   "Do you have the Munchies?" 
 
   He smiled softly, and she told him to sit on the couch. She made popcorn and turned on the TV and handed him the remote. She rubbed the back of his head and ate popcorn. He leaned in her shoulder and eventually he fell asleep. She scooted out and laid him gently down and covered him up, she grabbed the bowl and cleaned up a little. She sat in front of him on the floor and watched him sleep. She wanted to scream at him, and she wanted to kill Sadi, but regardless, the situation was not going to change and she needed to help him get through it.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa gathered together marinated steaks, started twice baked potatoes and grabbed frozen corn from their field out of the freezer. She texted Jade, Tommy, Phoebe and Ryan and asked them to come for dinner, they all accepted. She was baking when he woke up.
 
   He walked into the kitchen, "What are you doing?"
 
   She smiled, "Good nap?"
 
   "It was nice.”
 
   “I am making dinner, Tommy, Jade, Phoebe, and Ryan are coming over. Does that sound fun?" 
 
   He looked at her, and she couldn't read his face, "Sure."
 
   "Lucas I just thought you would want the people who love you around right now, I'm sorry."
 
   "I appreciate it. Could I please take you out tomorrow? Alone?" He asked, her face froze, "as my friend Tessa."
 
   "Of course," Tessa blushed.
 
   Tessa made a big salad and Lucas helped. He turned on some music hoping she would dance around the kitchen. As usual Tessa started bopping around. Lucas smiled a bitter sweet smile knowing this be the last night he spent watching her dance while she cooked for him.
 
   ~
 
   They all started coming in, and Tessa tried to allow Lucas ample time to talk to the boys about what had happened today if he wanted to. Tessa got out cards, and they sat around and played five card draw.
 
   Lucas watched her laugh and smile and nothing else in the room mattered. He had broken and shattered her, and that didn't work, she still loved him. He didn’t look forward to what was to come.
 
    
 
   That night she woke him up at 2:30 in the morning again. He knew she would, he made sure of it. She was much harder to calm down. She was angry and hurt and scared, he regretted it almost immediately. She sobbed and begged him not to go, he couldn’t tell her he wouldn't. He kissed her each time she cried until she fell back to sleep.
 
   ~
 
   The next day was a blur. Sadness and heartache filled the house. By the end of the day the house was spotless and Tessa had gone for two runs despite the bitter cold air.
 
   ~
 
   The next morning Tessa had gotten up and made breakfast and left a note.
 
   -I have some things to do. Breakfast is ready, see you all later.
 
   Tessa drove up to camp and went inside and lay down and sobbed. Lucas was taking his things home today, and she didn’t want to be there. Tessa opened her bag and took one of the pain pills from her ankle injury. She drank it down and fell asleep.
 
   Tommy, Ryan, and Alex helped Lucas move, they were done by noon. Lucas was going to cook for the Ross’s tonight as a thank you. He had bought Prime Rib and googled how to cook it. At two o'clock, he wondered where she was, and by five, he was going out of his mind. He texted her again.
 
   Her phone chimed, and she finally woke up
 
   -Tessa we’re all worried where are you?...LL
 
   ~
 
   Shit she thought, she had slept way longer than she had hoped, she jumped up and got in the truck and drove home.
 
   “Where have you been,” Lucas asked as he was checking her out.
 
   Probably to see if I’m drunk, she thought.
 
   “Honestly I fell asleep at camp, your last message woke me,” Tessa laughed.
 
   “Why were you there?” 
 
   “I started to clean up after hunting season. I laid down to rest for a bit and well, I’m here now,” she laughed.
 
   “Okay,” Lucas felt her head. “You’re not sick are you?”
 
   “No, just tired,” she smiled. “Did you need help tomorrow with the big move?”
 
   “No everything’s done. Oh I’m throwing myself a birthday slash New Years Eve party tomorrow night. Do you think you and Alex could come?”
 
   “Sure, we can try. You know how busy our schedules are. Will Sadi be there?” 
 
   “No.”
 
   At that moment, he knew what he would do to make this easier for her.
 
   They ate dinner at seven and by nine everyone was in bed. Tessa couldn’t sleep and walked downstairs. She decided to read until she fell asleep. Tessa had another dream and woke up as Lucas walked down the stairs. He started to pick her up.
 
   “I’m awake. Sorry I woke you”.
 
   Lucas sat next to her, “What was the dream about?”
 
   “An accident, as usual,” Tessa whispered.
 
   “Can I sit here until you fall asleep?” Lucas asked, secretly wishing she hadn’t woken up.
 
   “You don’t have to. I’m sure you’re tired, and you have a big party tomorrow. Oh by the way, Happy Birthday Lucas.”
 
   Lucas looked at her, “Thanks Tessa.”
 
   He sat back and she leaned over and hugged him. He kissed her head and wrapped his arms around her. They both fell asleep.
 
   Tessa woke up, and Lucas was gone. She rushed to the window to see if his SUV was parked in the driveway, and it was. She took a deep breath and started breakfast. She heard the shower and knew it was him.
 
   He walked out in the kitchen and she smiled, “Happy Birthday!”
 
   “Thanks Tessa, I think we already went through that.”
 
   She handed him two gifts. In one package, she gave him a few sweatshirts, one from each of the schools he had talked about attending next year. In the other was a watch, it was the same silver as his necklace and on the back it read, YFA TT.
 
   He smiled “What’s that mean?”
 
   “Your Friend Always and TT is what you’d been calling me when I had that engraved. There’s one more thing, come here.”
 
   She grabbed his hand and took him outside. She opened his hatch, and there was a cooler with a big red bow on it.
 
   “Thanks TT.”
 
   “Open it,” she clamped
 
   Lucas opened it. It was packed full of frozen food she had made, each package was labeled, and there was enough for at least a month.
 
   “Tessa, you didn’t have to do that,” he smiled and hugged her, “But I’m glad you did.”
 
   “Breakfast foods have green writing, lunch has blue, and dinner has red. I think I got it right. These are the foods you seemed to like the most, and there is enough for you to have seconds. There isn’t side’s, but I think you can boil water, well I know you can especially after last night’s dinner. I know you’re a great cook,” she was looking down.
 
   Lucas lifted her chin and looked in her eyes.
 
   “I’ve been so lucky to have you through all this. I want you to know that Tessa, I’ll never forget it,” he kissed her, and she kissed him back.
 
   It was not the kiss she was used to and desperately wanted right now. It wasn’t one that begged for more. It was a kiss that said goodbye. She looked in his eyes and knew she was right.
 
   Lucas left an hour later after he said goodbye to the family and thanked them. They were all going to miss him. John told him that he was welcome back anytime, and that if he ever needed anything ‘don’t hesitate to call’. Lucas said he would, but Tessa knew better.
 
   Tessa had finally finished crying; she sat down and wrote in her journal. She hadn’t done that since he’d come into her life.  She wrote all about him, and how much she loved him, she wrote about what she would do to keep herself busy after tonight’s party. Tessa wrote a long letter to Toby. She finished her letter by telling him how right he was and that her focus needed to, and was going to change. She told him that she hoped when she was done with school he may still be there, but understood that falling in love was something no one ever could plan. She sealed his letter and put it in the mailbox.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa showered and got ready for the party. Alex had already picked up Phoebe; it was eleven when they left. John and the kids were snuggled up in the living room watching the New Years Eve countdown, waiting for the ball to drop.
 
   Alex, Phoebe, and Tessa pulled in and saw all the cars. Most of which she didn’t recognize.  They rang the doorbell and a stranger opened the door. They made their way through the crowd to the kitchen where Jade and Tommy were sitting lost in each other’s eyes.
 
   “Hello Jade. Hey Tommy,” Tessa smiled, “Happy New Years Eve”.
 
   They chatted for a bit and heard loud cheers from the living room. They peeked in, and Lucas was surrounded by a slew of girls doing a keg stance.  Tessa watched as he flirted with them, and even kissed one the mouth.
 
   Tessa turned to walk out, and he saw her, “Tessa baby, come here!”
 
   Tessa stopped and waited for him to walk over to her. He grabbed her and kissed her. She didn’t reciprocate.
 
   “You look so good tonight,” he kissed her again. “What time is it?”
 
   She looked at her watch, “Five of twelve.”
 
   “Excellent I have a surprise for you, come with me,” Lucas led her up the stairs and pulled a blindfold out of his pocket and put it around her eyes.
 
   “You trust me? Leave that on-- okay baby?” he kissed her nose and slid it on.
 
   He opened his bedroom door and brought her in.
 
   “It’s dark in here Lucas, and your messed up, please let me take this off.”
 
   “Nope, I think you’ll love this surprise,” he kissed her and unbuttoned her shirt. “Okay Tessa now I want to share something with you. I’m going to turn on the light and remove the blind fold. I want you to promise me you’ll have an open mind. In three, two, one.”
 
   Lucas removed her blind fold and kissed her. He slowly pulled away.
 
   Tessa looked at his bed and saw Madison and Jamie lying there together, she looked back at him, and he was taking his shirt off.
 
   “Is this what you think of me? Are you fucking crazy?” she yelled as turned away buttoning her shirt.
 
   He grabbed for her, “I know you’re very curious and thought you’d love this for your first time Tessa. Was I wrong?” he held her arm.
 
   She reached up with her other hand and punched him in the jaw.
 
   “Nice,” he winked and gave her his steamy eyed look.
 
   Tessa pulled free, and Lucas grabbed for her as she turned to run out the door. She tripped and hit her head on his dresser.
 
   Lucas pulled her up and looked at her eye. His eyes changed, he looked less fucked up and more concerned.
 
   “Don’t you ever fucking touch me again,” she yelled as she tried to pull her arm away again, “Let go of me or I will scream.”
 
   “Lucas let the bitch go, we are still waiting,” Jamie said.
 
   “ALEX!” she screamed.
 
   Lucas let go of her, and she ran down the stairs.
 
   Alex was at the bottom, “Take me home now please.”
 
   ~
 
   Lucas picked up his shirt and threw it on, “You can leave now.”
 
   “Really?” 
 
   From his look, they knew he was very serious.
 
   “You served your purpose,” he growled.
 
   Lucas walked downstairs and Tommy grabbed him, “What the fuck just happened?”
 
   “Just doing what needs to be done,” Lucas laughed and pulled away.
 
   Jade slapped him across the face.
 
   “You should be fucking thanking me, Jade,” Lucas snapped and walked into the bathroom.
 
   Madison and Jamie walked down the stairs, and Tommy saw them. He knew exactly what Lucas had done and he knew he couldn’t tell Jade.
 
   ~
 
   Alex and Phoebe took Tessa home: not a word was spoken.  Tessa went in the bathroom and quietly sobbed. How could he? She thought, she looked in the mirror and her eye was black and blue.
 
   “Shit.”
 
   She washed her face and brushed her teeth and then walked out into the living room past Alex and Phoebe and grabbed a bag of peas from the freezer and put it on her eye.
 
   “Did he hit you Tessa?” Alex growled.
 
   “No, actually I hit him and then my dumb ass fell and smacked my head on his dresser.”
 
   “That’s good. I would’ve killed him. Tessa, what happened?” 
 
   “Nothing Alex and I can guarantee I’m done.”
 
   The next morning Lucas called the Spot and told Josie he wouldn’t be able to work there anymore.
 
   “Bullshit, boy--- I need you on Saturday nights. Tessa called an hour ago and changed her schedule. Does this have anything to do with that?” Josie asked.
 
   “No. Okay—I’ll be there,” Lucas said.
 
   ~
 
   Break was over on Monday and Tessa walked in to school with a black and blue eye. She walked past the boys looking down. Lucas saw her eye and slammed his locker and walked the other way.
 
   ~
 
   On Wednesday night, she was at her mother’s. She sat alone in the small apartment bedroom and thought about what to do next.
 
   Later that night she helped her mom wash dishes, “Mom, I want to go visit Aunt Ann.” 
 
   “At the Cape?” Maggie asked.
 
   “Yep, just for a long weekend. I figured I could take a bus. I really need this. We have a three day weekend coming up, and I could miss a day of school. Can I please?” Tessa’s voice broke
 
   “Of course Tessa, of course,” Maggie hugged her.
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   Tessa got off the Greyhound bus and immediately saw her great Aunt’s big car that she had driven since Tessa could remember. It was a pale yellow 1960’s Dodge Dart still in mint condition.
 
   “Hello Tessa,” Ann hugged her tightly, “Look at you!”
 
   Ann and Tessa hugged for a long time. Both had tears falling but not because they were sad, they were happy to see one another. It had been far too long.
 
   Ann handed Tessa the keys to the car, and Tessa drove to the beach house. Ann and her late husband Fred built the house themselves over forty years ago.
 
   Tessa and Ann walked into the house hand in hand. Tessa smiled as she watched Ann grab the bucket of scraps under the sink and put them in a dish outside the door facing the parking lot.
 
   Ann didn’t waste anything. Bread bags, tin foil, and glass jars were always washed and reused. Thanksgiving turkey carcasses and ham bones were made into delicious soups. She washed clothes and hung them on the line even in the winter and only used the dryer if she had to. She believed careful planning could save time and lots of money. She loved all people regardless of what others thought. She was very involved in her church and helping people in her community and did so without spending a lot of money. When Tessa was younger she used to come help her mother with her home and family. When Maggie, Ann’s only niece, was having children she was always there to lend a hand. Ann loved the garden, and she talked to the plants as she cared for them because if you take care of them and love them they will take care of you. Tessa never knew if it was true or just coincidence, but whenever Ann helped with the garden it produced two or three times what it did when she wasn’t there. Ann brought bags full of high quality clothes whenever she visited and always laughed at what others got rid of. She could remove any spot with something found in any households cupboard and fix any imperfection in clothing with a needle, thread, or a patch, leaving it appearing brand new.  She never had children; an undetected miscarriage during World War II shattered that dream. Ann didn’t wallow in self-pity; she still loved life to the fullest. She didn’t seem to care what people thought of her. She was what some called eccentric. Ann was one of Tessa’s favorite people in the entire world.
 
   Fred had had a good job, and he and Ann worked very hard. Neither made a lot of money but with careful investing and saving they had a beautiful home on the Atlantic Ocean without any debt against it. Their car was ancient, but in showroom condition, their furniture was covered with slipcovers unless people came to visit and Tessa immediately noticed it had been removed, and assumed it was because she was there.
 
   Ann laughed from behind Tessa, “I took those covers off when Fred passed away and never put them back on.”
 
   “Rebelling are you?” Tessa laughed.
 
   “Aren’t we all dear?” she handed Tessa a cup of tea and patted the couch next to her.
 
   Tessa laughed and sat down, “I suppose.”
 
   “Your Grandmother called after she saw you at Maggie’s and was very upset,” Ann took a drink of her tea and peered over the cup waiting for Tessa to respond.
 
   “Yeah, that was a bad night,” Tessa whispered.
 
   Ann laughed, “I guess it was. You’re going to be just fine, dear one.”
 
   “Things are a mess Aunt Ann,” Tessa closed her eyes.
 
   “I want to hear all about it, let’s grab some blankets and cuddle up on the deck. Remember your…” Ann started.
 
   Tessa held up her winter hat and smiled, “My hat?”
 
   Ann laughed and grabbed hers.
 
   Tessa and Ann sat on the deck
 
   “Are you sure it’s not too cold out here for you?” 
 
   Ann laughed, “Mr. and Mrs. Balen passed away a month apart. They donated the house to our church. Do you see that young man over there? He’s a smart man. He has a hat on keeping his ears warm and using the heat that would normally escape from his head to keep him toasty on this cold winter day. He’s not in a house staying warm wasting the day playing games or watching TV. He’s out here in the cold enjoying the sunshine. Using his hands and able body to take care of what may someday be that man’s home, a place to live his life. He is tearing down that old house, and I really think he is going to rebuild it. I’ve watched him save the wood that was not rotted as if he plans to reuse it. It’s not too cold out here for him.”
 
   Tessa smiled.
 
   “He’s very nice to watch Tessa,” Ann laughed.
 
   “He’s handsome; do you have a crush Aunt Ann?” Tessa laughed.
 
   “I’m too old to have a crush. And he’s very young. I don’t even buy green bananas anymore. I do however still have my eyes,” Ann laughed, “Okay… tell me everything Tessa, about this Lucas.”
 
   Tessa gave her the PG version of her last few months. She tried not to cry but failed, and Ann cried with her. She left out the part about the two girls on New Year’s Eve but did tell her he kissed someone, and she saw it.
 
   The man walked down the ladder and waved at Ann, and she waved back.
 
   “Well let’s go inside, even he’s smart enough to know when enough is enough,” Ann said as Tessa helped her up.
 
   They made dinner, and Ann made an extra plate.
 
   “What’s that for?” 
 
   “The neighbor, his light’s still on. I assume he’s working hard in there. We have plenty; you want to take it over to him?”
 
   Tessa giggled, “I wouldn’t want to intrude…you go ahead.”
 
   “Nonsense, you go. I will be fine.”
 
   It was dark as Tessa knocked on the door knowing he wouldn’t hear her with the saw going. She knocked harder and then opened the door and set the plate on the floor inside the door.
 
   She told Ann that she had set it inside as they ate dinner together.
 
   “You’re doing the right thing Tessa and besides kissing that girl the other night, so is he. Getting over your first love is never easy, I know this,” Ann said with sadness in her gray eyes.
 
   “I’m sorry; you must miss Uncle Fred terribly.”
 
   “I miss Fred; he was my best friend and partner for most of my life. He wasn’t my first love though. My first love, my first husband, the father of the only child I ever carried, was killed during the war. I was wild about him, and he was about me. We married after a two month courtship. It was either get married or have premarital sex,” Ann laughed.
 
   Tessa smiled at her, “I didn’t know.”
 
   “Oh we don’t talk about it, but Joseph was beautiful. Tall and well built, very well built. He had copper hair and blue eyes. We butted heads and made up every day. We had passion, he was…my Joe. He looked an awful lot like my new neighbor,” Ann giggled.
 
   There was a knock on the door and Ann went to answer it.
 
   “Thank you for supper,” Tessa heard a man’s voice say.
 
   “My great niece brought it over for you. We watched you working on the house and saw a light on. We figured you were probably hungry,” Ann explained.
 
   “I was, thank you ma’am.”
 
   “It’s Ann,” Tessa could hear the smile in her voice.
 
   “Well thank you Ann,” he said in the same tone.
 
   “May I ask what you plan to do with the Balen home?”
 
   “I plan to rebuild it. They owned the lot next to them as well so I’ll be expanding. I hope to use it as my main home. I’ll be traveling a lot. It's peaceful here, I like it,” he shared with her.
 
   “Well then it’s good to meet you finally,” she gushed.
 
   “The pleasure is mine, Ann.”
 
   Ann sat next to Tessa and smiled.
 
   “First date?” Tessa laughed.
 
   Ann rubbed her hand on Tessa’s cheek, “And what a perfect date it was.”
 
   “I loved Fred very much, but I understand how you feel about your Lucas. Young love is amazing. I often wonder what life would have been like had Joe not passed. But I know that wasn’t God’s plan for me. You’ll get over this Tessa. I’m not saying it’ll be easy. Fred asked me to marry him at least five times over three years before I finally said yes. But I waited and did so with no regrets,” Ann smiled.  “There is no rewind button in life Tessa. What hell we walk through has to be learned from as we continue moving forward. If we sit and wallow the hell will consume us. Fred showed me that, it took a little longer than he expected, but we had a great life, one with no regrets.”
 
   “Thank you,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Don’t let it consume you. Promise me Tessa that you will walk through without looking back. We make mistakes throughout life and that’s what we are supposed to do, but we have to learn from those mistakes. We can’t change the past, but your future is beautiful you just have to let yourself see it,” Ann looked at Tessa, “Ready for bed, you look tired.”
 
   Tessa ran the next morning and made breakfast before Ann got out of bed. They looked at scrapbooks and listened to old music. Ann and Tessa took a walk after lunch, and before dinner sat on the deck and watched her neighbor work. Ann took dinner over to him that night, and he hugged her and kissed the top of her head after thanking her. Ann was still blushing when she came back in the house.
 
   Before bed, they talked more. Tessa loved to hear Ann’s stories from an era she secretly wished she was raised in.
 
   “I’ve had the best two days with you Tessa. The best days in many, many, years. Thank you for coming to visit,” Ann hugged her.
 
   “Aunt Ann, I love and admire you I always have. I needed you, and you were here as always. Thank you for having me,” Tessa said, returning her hug.
 
   Ann smiled and rubbed her cheek as she always did. A loving term of endearment that only Aunt Ann gave.
 
   Tessa woke in the morning and ran in the cold with her hat on her head. She felt so close to God when she ran and even closer as she looked over the beautiful ocean. She walked closer to the water and stood there and squatted down hugging herself as she thought about the wisdom she had gained during the past two days. God had given her a beautiful family, and for that, she was thankful.
 
   She stood up and turned to walk towards the house and saw the neighbor, Ann’s “Joe”, drinking a cup of what she assumed was coffee. She waved to him. He nodded and waved back, Tessa giggled and looked down.
 
   She made toast and smiled at the browning banana’s. She boiled water for tea and looked at the clock. She walked into her Aunt’s room, and she was still asleep.
 
   Tessa made tea and took it into Ann’s room. Ann had a slight smile on her face.
 
   “Aunt Ann,” she whispered.
 
   Ann said nothing.
 
   Tessa reached over and gently rubbed her arm.
 
   “I made you some tea,” Tessa said a bit louder.
 
   Ann didn’t wake up.
 
   Tessa shook her shoulder, and Ann’s arm fell to the side of her body.
 
   “Aunt Ann, wake up!” Tessa said louder.
 
   “Aunt Ann,” Tessa cried as she lifted her up and held her.
 
   “No! No! NO!” Tessa sobbed.
 
   She held her Aunt’s lifeless body against her as she dug into her pocket and grabbed her phone and dialed 911.
 
   She laid her down and unlocked the door as the operator instructed and then went back into Ann’s room and snuggled up to her and sobbed.
 
   The ambulance pulled in, and Ann’s Joe ran to meet them.
 
   “What’s going on?” he asked as he followed them into the house.
 
   “Not sure, do you know the owner?” they asked him.
 
   “She’s my neighbor,” he answered.
 
   They followed the sound of Tessa’s sobbing into Ann’s room.
 
   “Please wake up Aunt Ann, please wake up,” Tessa cried.
 
   Tessa laid crying and holding her beloved Aunt.
 
   “Miss you need to get off the bed and let us work,” the paramedics instructed.
 
   “No! Aunt Ann please, please wake up,” she cried and shook her, “Please!”
 
   “Miss--- now,” they instructed urgently.
 
   “Come on ,” Ann’s Joe said softly as he picked her up and carried her out of the room as she cried.
 
   He sat her on the couch, and she stood and started to run towards the room.
 
   He grabbed her and held her back, she tried to pull away, and he held her tighter.
 
   “You have to let them work, they’re trying to help her,” he said soothingly.
 
   Tessa sat on the floor outside Ann’s room and called her mother.
 
   “Mom,” she sobbed quietly, “I need you.”
 
   Ann’s Joe grabbed the phone when he realized she was not able to talk.
 
   “Hello. I’m Ann’s neighbor Collin,” he said as he looked in the room.
 
   The paramedics had put Ann on a stretcher and covered her with a sheet.
 
   “I’m very sorry,” he said as they wheeled her out.
 
   “NO!” Tessa screamed, and he held her against him as she fought to run out after them.
 
   “LET ME GO!” she screamed.
 
   He sat on the floor with his one arm wrapped around her restraining her and the other holding the phone as he whispered “Shh,” in her ear trying to soothe her.
 
   “What hospital?” he yelled after the paramedics, and they answered him.
 
   Tessa now sobbed silently, and he was able to tell Maggie what was going on. He hung up and put his other arm around her and sat against the wall.
 
   “Your Mother is calling your Aunt’s Pastor. He should be here soon,” he said softly, “I’m going to sit with you until he gets here. Your Mother is going to be here as soon as she can.”
 
   “Thank you.”
 
   “Are you cold?”
 
   “No,” her voice squeaked and she began crying again.
 
   He pulled her closer to him and held her head against his shoulder and let her cry.
 
   They sat there for over an hour before Tessa fell asleep
 
   She woke up and walked to the bathroom when she came out his back was to her and his arms were crossed over his chest. He was looking out the door towards the ocean.
 
   “Thank you and sorry. I’m going to shower,” Tessa said and quickly walked back into the bathroom.
 
   She was embarrassed, sad, and angry.
 
   While dressing she heard two men talking in the kitchen.
 
   “Her mother should be here soon, I guess. It was all a bit chaotic, Pastor Lou.”
 
   “I’m glad you were her for her.”
 
   “I wish I could stay. She was so sad…is she going to be alright?” 
 
   “Of course, and praise be to God that she was here and that you were here. Ann wasn’t alone.”
 
   “I’ll miss my flight if I don’t go now.”
 
   “Go, she’ll be fine. Stay safe son.”
 
   “Always.”
 
   Tessa walked out of the bathroom slowly and immediately recognized Pastor Lou from a summer VBS as well as past trip to visit Ann when they had gone to her church on Sundays.
 
   He opened his arms, and she ran into them and cried, “Oh Tessa, it’s you.”
 
   The family arrived, and calling hours were held. Ann had chosen cremation and wished to be buried in Syracuse with Fred and her siblings. It was a small service. Everything happened so quickly.
 
   ~
 
   At home, few people knew about Ann’s passing. She hadn’t lived in the area for years and aside from Maggie and her siblings no one ever really got to know Ann. She was an angel. Anyone who took the time to know her would immediately be able to see that. Tessa replayed their last conversations over and over in her head and took comfort that, as Pastor Lou had said to Ann’s Joe, ‘she wasn’t alone when she passed’. Maggie shared in his sentiments and Tessa tried to as well.
 
   ~
 
   Jade, Phoebe, and Becca all gave Tessa a card on her first day back to school and Lucas watched the exchange. Tessa saw him from the corner of her eye and he looked confused as he walked up and tried to grab her arm.
 
   “Don’t, it’s none of your business,” Tessa sidestepped him a quickly walked down the hall to class.
 
   The next few weeks Tessa was very withdrawn. She went to the library at lunch and skipped Alex’s basketball games. She was keeping it together on the outside but doing just the minimal to take care of herself. She ate just a little and was no longer running. The thing is, nobody really saw it. Every one’s lives were busy, and Tessa had never been the type to need anyone. The only person she confided in was Toby through letters and email. He was her source of strength. She asked that he not say anything to anyone, and he respected her request.
 
   ~
 
   On Valentine's Day weekend, Toby came home. They hung out and talked a lot, he insisted on taking her out to dinner. They went to a place in Ithaca. They sat at the restaurant talking, he even made her laugh. Toby excused himself and went to the bathroom. Tessa took a deep breath and sat back. When she looked up she saw Lucas walk in with his mother. Tessa immediately looked away.
 
   Lucas’s mom saw her.
 
   “Let’s go say hi,” Kate smiled at Lucas as she walked towards her. “Hello Tessa, how are you?”
 
   “How are you?” she smiled brightly at Lucas’s Mom.
 
   “Much better now, thank you for looking after my boy while I was getting help, Tessa. By the way you’re an excellent cook.”
 
   “It wasn’t a problem,” she forced a smile.
 
   “Lucas where are your manners? Aren’t you going to say hello to Tessa?” 
 
   “Hello Tessa,” Lucas said as if he were in agony.
 
   Toby walked out and smiled. “Toby you remember Lucas, right?”
 
   “Hey Lucas, how are you?” Toby asked and extended his hand.
 
   “I’m fine Toby,” he smiled and shook his hand. “This is my mother Kate.”
 
   “Very nice to meet you,” Toby gave her a hug, “You’ve got quite an athlete here.”
 
   “He is. I’m very proud of him.”
 
   There was an awkward silence and Tessa finally spoke “Toby are we ready to go?”
 
   “No dessert?” Toby smiled.
 
   Tessa smirked, “No thank you.”
 
   “I wanted some, but I guess I could wait,” Toby winked at her.
 
   Tessa said goodbye to Kate and she hugged Tessa. Toby said goodbye to Lucas and they left.
 
   Tessa managed to say absolutely nothing to Lucas and that made her very happy. Toby smiled at her knowing what she was thinking and hugged her. Since the events of New Year’s Eve, the two had gotten very close. They emailed or texted back and forth daily. Tessa knew he was the kind of man that she could love without feeling the hurt that Lucas had caused her. She loved Toby, but it wasn’t the lust filled way she felt towards Lucas. They talked about their future dreams and hopes. She knew that he would wait for her forever, not just because he said it, but she could feel it. Toby was her Fred.
 
   “Hey angel, I have something for you,” Toby said when they pulled in the driveway at her house.
 
   He parked the car and opened the console that separated them. He took out a box and gave it to her. Tessa opened the box; it was a beautiful silver ring. It had hands that made up the shape of a heart and a crown sat on top of them.
 
   “Do you know what this is?” 
 
   She smiled and shook her head no.
 
   “It’s called a Claddagh ring. The hands that are touching signify friendship, they make a heart which means love, and the crown’s meaning is loyalty.”
 
   “It is beautiful Toby. I don’t know what to say, all I got you was a stupid card.” 
 
   “I didn’t even know I was coming home, I didn’t plan to give you this now. I just knew someday I would. Tessa I know you are it for me. I just want you to know that. I expect that you wear this to remember that. Whenever you decide to accept or not accept is up to you,” He watched as her eyes widened, and he let out a deep laugh.
 
   “What are you thinking angel?” 
 
   “I don’t know,” she blushed.
 
   “You know that’s not an engagement ring don’t you? It’s a promise from me to you, nothing more. Do you feel better now?” Toby asked smiling at her.
 
   “Not really,” Tessa whispered.
 
   “Okay angel, spill it,” Toby took her hand.
 
   After a long pause she spoke, “Well I don’t know--- what does that mean for us right now?” he looked confused. “Does this mean you want to…” 
 
   Toby laughed out loud, “I adore you, but I don’t want that now.”
 
   “So you don’t want to have sex with me?” Tessa asked curiously. She wished she hadn’t asked. Toby Green was a beautiful man, but those feelings, the desire and lust she felt for Lucas had yet to blossom within her for him.
 
   He closed his eyes and leaned back, “Of course I do, but you’re eighteen and I’m twenty one. I’m not home a lot. If I opened that door I wouldn’t be able to focus on what I need to, because I would want to be with you even more than I do now. And then… there’s you. I have a feeling you’re going to be a lot to handle. I want to be the only one handling you.  I’m going to wait for you, and ask you to do the same for me.”
 
   “Okay," she smiled as she looked at the ring. She would feel those things and then she would no longer want Lucas Links.
 
   He laughed, “Tessa Ross, it’s going to be a long couple years.”
 
   She leaned over and kissed him, “Toby, I’ll want you as a graduation present.”
 
   He smiled, and passion filled his eyes, “I love you angel.”
 
   Toby went to church with her in the morning. She sang with her group and she felt whole again. She didn’t want him to leave that afternoon, but it was so much different than not wanting Lucas to leave.
 
   “Okay angel, I don’t know when I’ll see you again, but I can promise you as soon as I get more than twenty four hours off I will here with you. Take care of the Jeep. I love you Tessa,” He took her face and kissed her gently.
 
   His flight was called, and he pulled away.
 
   “Very nice,” he smiled.
 
   “Yes it was,” she smiled back, “Love you, Toby.”
 
   ~
 
   The past few weeks had been much different for Lucas. He had filled his days with school and basketball. Lucas’s weekends were spent with his mother and hanging out with Ryan, Tommy, and occasionally Alex. He went to counseling once a week with Sadi. He finally felt somewhat happy about having this child. He insisted that she have counseling once a week alone and was paying for it with the money he made at the Spot, even though his father had offered. Sadi was beginning to understand more and more each day that they would be parents, but not together. She expressed resentment less and less each week. Lucas hoped that she would continue to grow up, just like he was doing. They had their sonogram to find out the sex of the child in three weeks.  Lucas was content with the fact that Tessa was with Toby, he knew he was a good man. Contentment however, didn’t hinder his love or desire for Tessa. He still knew how badly he needed her friendship, her hugs, her kisses, and her love. Therefore, if Lucas was to be honest with himself, he knew regardless of how things were, contentment was truly not achieved.
 
   Her phone chimed, and it was Toby
 
   -hey angel just wanted to let you know I have survival training in Maine next week, it is going to suck, but I think we’ll be getting a couple days off after that, so I hope to see you soon… Toby
 
   -TOBY!!! I am SO EXCITED, I have missed you. I can’t wait to hear all about it. That is if you’re allowed to tell me… Tessa
 
   -If I tell you I may have to kill you… Toby
 
   -I know top secret squirrel poop right… Tessa
 
   -Yes angel. Get some sleep, I love you…. Toby
 
   -I love you, goodnight…. Tessa
 
   The week dragged in school. Tessa couldn’t wait till Saturday night. They were having a girls’ night and then they were off for a week. Tessa wouldn’t have to run into him again until after she got to see Toby. Each day with him erased part of the hurt left by Lucas. Tessa had never thought you could love two people at once, but now she was unsure. She loved Toby: really loved him. He made her happy; he was considerate, faithful, gentle and patient with her. Even more so than she sometimes desired, but this convinced her even more that he was perfect for her. Lucas was beautiful physically but damaged beyond what she could at her age deal with and survive without being further injured. Toby and she had discussed it in detail. What she didn’t share with Toby was done out of love and kindness to him. Tessa didn’t share that she felt him when he was in the same hallway as she was in. She smelled him as he walked by even if her back was to him. When he touched her it was felt throughout her entire body and soul. It made her sick to know he still had this effect on her after all he had put her through. She had shoved it back so far in her heart purposely leaving the rest open for Toby. Tessa knew someday she would feel the same way about him, she had to. He was her Fred.
 
   The girls sat in the hot tub, and Jade talked about Tommy. Things were very hot and heavy with them. Jade and Tommy planned to get married. Jade loved him madly, and he felt exactly the same way for her. Tommy’s parents were not completely over the moon about the idea but felt that there wasn’t much they could do about it. Jade wasn’t on the pill yet, but they used condoms.
 
   “Tessa it feels weird hanging out with Lucas and not you,” Jade said.
 
   “Okay-- weird conversation,” Phoebe said.
 
   “No, its fine, I don’t want to be around him Jade. I will not be around him. He broke my heart, and I thank God Toby has been here.”
 
   “What was the final straw Tessa?” 
 
   “Jade do you really think she wants to talk about it?” Phoebe shot at her.
 
   “Phoebe, its fine. Let’s see, um New Years eve. It was not the best night,” Tessa laughed.
 
   Tessa had confided in two people about that night, Phoebe and Toby. She would normally have told Jade, but she had decided not to because of Tommy. Tessa didn’t want to ruin what they had by putting her drama in the mix of things.
 
   “Were any of them?” Jade asked sarcastically.
 
   “Okay Jade, what’s up? This is odd coming from you.”
 
   “I don’t know. I kind of like the guy, just seems you two had crap luck, and now I hardly see you. I just wish it were different that’s all,” Jade snapped.
 
   “Seriously Jade, she has been here busting her ass to get through this-- pretty much alone. Where have you been?” Phoebe snapped.
 
   “Phoebe, Jade please don’t,” Tessa said, “I’m good now. I certainly don’t need drama on the home front.”
 
   John pulled in the driveway with Alex and walked out to the hot tub where the girls sat. Both of their heads hung low. Phoebe looked at Tessa and Tessa shrugged her shoulders.
 
   “Tessa, could you come inside with me for a minute?” John asked.
 
   “OK,” she said, “Be right back. So much for a drama-less home front.” Tessa laughed to the girls.
 
   .




 
   [bookmark: Chapter4]Chapter 4
 
   Alex stood frozen looking at the ground, “Everything alright?” Phoebe asked. Alex shook his head no. They heard Tessa scream from the house, she yelled no about ten times after her screams.
 
    “Alex what is it?” Phoebe scrambled out and grabbed his hand. 
 
   “There was an accident in Maine. Toby….” his voice cracked, “Toby didn’t make it.” 
 
   Maggie pulled in the driveway and walked in the house. She held Tessa as the girls walked through to change. Alex was going to take them home. Tessa sobbed with her head buried in Maggie’s shirt. 
 
   ~
 
   “Hey Lucas, its Tommy, give me a call when you get a minute. It’s important.”
 
   An hour later Tommy answered the phone, “Hey Lucas.”
 
   “What’s going on Tommy, you sounded off man?”
 
   “Lucas, Toby died.”
 
   Lucas didn’t say anything for a few minutes, when he finally spoke, “How is she?”
 
   “She won’t talk to anyone. The girls were at the house when she found out and Alex took them home. Jade went back this morning and Tessa took off in his Jeep. They haven’t found her yet.”
 
   “Okay I’ll help look for her. I’ll be at the farm in a bit.”
 
   Lucas got in his SUV and drove to where he hoped she would be. He saw tire tracks through the snow leading down to Camp. He drove down, parked, and ran in.
 
    Tessa was laying on the couch sobbing. She didn’t hear him come in. He sat next to her and touched her shoulder.
 
   “Hey Tessa.”
 
    She looked up at him startled and glowered at him. She curled back up in a ball. 
 
   “I’m going to text Tommy so he can tell your family where you are, alright?” 
 
   “I want to be alone; I don’t want to see anyone right now. I certainly don’t want you here,” Tessa choked out.
 
   “Ok, but I don’t think that’s going to happen. They’re pretty worried about you right now.”
 
   Tessa stood up and walked out to the Jeep; he followed her and grabbed the keys out of her hand. He took a deep breath bracing himself for what was to come.
 
   “I‘ll tell them I’m with you and you’re fine, but you aren’t driving anywhere.”
 
   “I don’t want you here either!!!” she screamed at him as she tried to grab the keys out of his hands.
 
   He held them tightly as she screamed and slapped at his hands. He didn’t let go. She began crying harder and hitting him in the chest. He pulled her against him so that her hands were caught between their bodies.
 
   “I hate you!” she screamed and managed to free herself from his grasp enough to turn her body away from him. He grabbed her and pulled her back against his chest holding her until she stopped fighting him.
 
   “I get that Tessa but you can’t be alone,” Lucas said. “I’ll just sit and wait until you’re ready and then I’ll give you a ride home”
 
   She pulled away from him and walked inside and slammed the door in his face. He sent Tommy and Alex a text.
 
   - I found her but she wants to be alone, she is safe, if it’s alright I’ll wait with her until she is ready…Lucas
 
   Alex replied okay. 
 
   Lucas walked in and Tessa was lying in bed in a ball completely covered up. He could hear her soft cries. He wished he could help her but as she had said, she hated him.  As much as it tore him apart Lucas knew he deserved it. 
 
   She slept for two hours before she woke up. Lucas had grabbed a bottle of water out of his SUV and handed it to her. She drank it and lay back down and cried herself to sleep. Another two hours passed and she woke again, and he was still there. Tessa rolled her eyes at him and covered her head. 
 
   It was five at night, twenty four hours after Tessa had learned about Toby’s death and she stood up. She went to the cupboard and grabbed baby wipes and washed her face. She blew her nose and drank more water.
 
    “Thank you for the water,” she looked down and played with her ring. 
 
   “You’re welcome Tessa. Your ring is beautiful, was it from Toby?”
 
   “Yes,” she snapped and lie back down and fell asleep. 
 
   Two hours later Alex texted, 
 
   -Mom and Dad need her to come home. Toby’s parents want to see her, can you get her here?... Alex
 
   -I will… Lucas
 
   “Tessa, wake up,” Lucas whispered in her ear. 
 
   She didn’t move. He picked her up and she started to move and she wrapped her arms around his neck.
 
   “Toby,” she whimpered. 
 
   Lucas kissed her head and was overtaken by her scent. He had missed that smell, her hair. He noted that she felt lighter. He opened the door to the Lexus, and put her in and got into the driver’s side. 
 
   “What are you doing?” Tessa asked sounding defeated.
 
   “Taking you home: Alex sent a message. Toby’s parents want to see you. They’re coming over to your house,” Lucas explained softly.
 
   

“What time is it?” 
 
   “Almost seven.”
 
   He pulled into the driveway. John, Maggie, and Alex came out to the SUV.
 
   Tessa looked at him, “Thank you.” 
 
   He simply nodded his head and looked away. Seeing her broken crushed him. Knowing there wasn’t a damn thing he could do about it cut into his heart. 
 
   John and Maggie walked in with Tessa, Alex got in Lucas’s vehicle. “Thanks Lucas, how did you know where to find her?”
 
   “One of the two places Tessa goes when she’s upset or angry,” Lucas said. “Alex what the hell happened?” 
 
   “Not sure, I just know it was an accident and his parents are going to be here any minute to see Tessa. I assume they’ll let us know. I’ll call you later and let you know, thanks again Lucas.” Alex said as he got out and went inside. 
 
   Tessa went and showered, she got dressed. She brushed her teeth and took a deep breath as she heard Chewy bark announcing that guests were pulling in. Tessa walked in the kitchen and sat next to her mother.
 
    
 
   Toby’s parents walked in and Tessa stood and walked to his mother and hugged her. They both cried and held each other for a long time.  Toby’s father rubbed both their backs as he held back his tears.  “Alright ladies let’s have a seat.” He said and kissed his wife’s cheek.
 
   Mr. Green told them about the accident. During training he fell and hit his head. He was twenty feet up and although he had several injuries it was the fatal blow to the head that killed Toby instantly. Everyone had tears falling down their faces, except for Toby’s father. He continued talking about the services that would be held in Syracuse; they didn’t want the large motorcade and had a lot of family from out of town that would be flying in. Toby’s grandparents were buried in a small Irish Catholic cemetery in East Syracuse and they wanted him to be with them. The services would be held a week from Wednesday with a family viewing on Tuesday night. They told Tessa that the Jeep was hers and although she objected they insisted that’s what Toby would want. They knew Toby loved her and that they had future plans. They had known her and her family for years. And Toby was part of what the Ross’ considered their extended family, his loss was horrific. 
 
   Tessa spent the next week crying and grieving. She pushed everyone away except for her new friends in drama club. She went to practice and smiled. She almost felt like she was being untrue to her new friends but she was an actress there and was able to make herself smile and sing and not think about Toby or Ann.
 
   ~
 
   The service was horrible. Tessa couldn’t understand when people would say  It was a beautiful service. There was absolutely nothing beautiful about seeing him in a box laying there lifeless and appearing waxy, there was nothing beautiful about people gathered inside a church crying, there was nothing beautiful about the black car that took him to the cemetery, there was absolutely nothing beautiful about the military men giving his mother a flag, and the sound of the trumpet in the distance playing Taps. The dirt thrown on the casket that held her friend, a man she knew could love her and she would have loved him always, well there was nothing beautiful about that either. 
 
   As Tessa looked down she heard the cars leaving the cemetery. She stood outside the vehicle as the last car pull away. Maggie got out of the car and put her arm around Tessa.
 
   “Are you ready Tessa?” she asked softly.
 
   Tessa shook her head no and walked back over to the plot where they had thrown dirt on Toby. Maggie followed her. She watched as Tessa quickly wiped tears off her face.
 
    “It’s ugly Mom,” Tessa cried.
 
   “I know honey, did you see the flowers? They’re beautiful,” Maggie was trying to distract Tessa.
 
   She read some of the cards, “Tessa did you see these honey? I think they’re from friends of yours.”
 
    “Jade and Tommy, sent these pretty ones” she said and pointed to the roses. “Phoebe and Becca sent this arrangement, and this one is from Lucas.” Maggie pointed to the large basket of yellow roses and white Gerber daisies.
 
   Tessa looked at the flowers and took a deep breath, “Could you give me a minute Mom, and I’ll meet you in the car in a minute?”
 
   Maggie walked back to the car and Tessa dropped onto the dirt on her knees and cried even more tears. She tried to think of good things, like Toby, he was good… and that it must be a blessing that the ground had not been frozen so that they didn’t have to go through this again in the spring. She kissed the stone as she cried.
 
    She noticed the men in Navy uniforms standing back a hundred yards. One of them started walking towards her. He knelt down and handed her a tissue and put his hand on her shoulder.
 
    “He was a good man. I’m sorry for your loss Miss,” he kept his hand on her shoulder for a few moments and then slowly walked away.
 
    Tessa didn’t look at him and was thankful for the black large rimed hat she wore so he couldn’t see her face. It was bad enough that people saw her as she sat in a dress on the ground which Toby was buried beneath.  She took handfuls of loose gravel and allowed it to slip through her fingers as she cried. She stood wiped her knees off, and walked to the car and they drove home. 
 
   Tessa showered and changed into her pajamas. She opened the medicine cabinet and grabbed a pill from her field hockey injury, the one’s she took at camp the day Lucas moved out. She swallowed it down with a glass of water, walked past her family, and went upstairs to her room and cried herself to sleep. She slept the entire night.
 
   ~
 
   The next day at play practice she made an excuse about missing practice due to illness. She didn’t talk about what happened, no one there knew a lot about her private life and she wanted to keep it that way.
 
    “Hey Tessa,” Mark the pizza boy, smiled. 
 
   “Hey yourself, Mark.”
 
   “A bunch of us are going back to my place, a very low key get together, if you want to come feel free.”
 
   “Sounds great.”
 
   He looked stunned “Cool, you can follow me.”
 
   Tessa laughed as she followed Mark to his house. It was big and the basement was like a recreation room. It held a pool table, a few pinball machines, a projector screen, and a bar. Many of the cast drank, Tessa politely declined. She walked outside to escape the crowd for a moment and a bunch of girls where outside smoking pot.
 
    “Want some?” Cassidy, a girl in the play asked.
 
   Tessa took a deep breath, “This will be a first for me but sure.”
 
    Tessa hit the small bowl twice and walked inside with them. There was a Karaoke machine and a bunch of them were singing. Tessa was smiling and completely focused on the music, she wasn’t thinking about Toby, or Lucas, or her family, even though they were always there, the pain was always there, she was smiling and loved the disconnected feeling. Tessa and Cassidy sang together and laughed and smoked more. She had a great time.
 
   Her phone chimed
 
   -Hey girl where are you? We’re at your house, your Dad and Alex went on a delivery and we wanted to hang with you…Jade
 
   -hanging with the cast, you guys should probably pick me up, lol...Tessa
 
   She texted Jade the address. Jade and Phoebe pulled in and saw Cassidy and Tessa laughing and talking. Cassidy waved to them and walked into the house.
 
    Tessa was wasted. Her eyes bright red and she was laughing hysterically. “Let’s go,” Jade snapped and dragged her to her truck. 
 
   Becca drove the Jeep following Jade. Tessa was singing and laughing and Phoebe laughed with her. 
 
   Jade pulled in to the gas station, Becca followed her and parked behind her. Tommy and Lucas were getting gas. Tessa laughed and hung out the window.
 
   “Hey boys, what’s up?” she yelled and laughed. Phoebe pulled her back in. 
 
   “Tommy-- what the hell is wrong with her?” Jade asked.
 
   “I don’t know pretty girl. Lucas go see what’s up with her,” Tommy kissed Jade.
 
   “I don’t think that’s a good idea,” Lucas put the gas cap on and hung the nozzle on the pump. 
 
   “Come on Lucas, she isn’t drunk, I don’t know what’s wrong with her,” Jade pleaded.
 
   Lucas walked over and tapped on the window, Tessa looked at him and smirked, turned away, and started laughing. He opened the door. 
 
   “Hello Tessa,” Lucas said coolly. “Jade wants to know what you’ve been doing.” 
 
   Tessa turned and looked at him, and pulled her shades down, “Well first I went to rehearsal, then to Pizza Boy’s house,” she tried not to laugh, “Then well I sang and had fun and danced and well I didn’t cry tonight.”
 
   “That’s nice Tessa but what shit did you do? Did you drink, do pills, or smoke something?” Lucas demanded.
 
   “D. None of the above,” Tessa laughed. “I shot up,” she whispered and laughed harder.
 
   “Get out,” Lucas demanded.
 
   “Not happening,” Tessa laughed. 
 
   He grabbed her and dragged her to his SUV.
 
    “Tommy ride with Jade,” he said and before she could get out he buckled her seat belt and pealed out of the driveway.
 
   “Where does that little fuck live?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Seriously, I’m not telling you, and by the way I think it was awfully nice of them to share with me,” Tessa laughed, “Notice I said...I think it was nice that they shared WITH me and not share me?”
 
   Lucas pulled over on a dirt road.
 
    “Let me have your phone, Tessa,” he demanded.
 
   “Let me out, buzz kill,” she laughed as she tried to open the locked door. 
 
   “I can call Alex and I will if you don’t give me the address to that party Tessa!” 
 
   “Listen I didn’t shoot up silly boy,” she slapped him lightly on the face and then grabbed his chin, “I smoked, and I like it. And I can guarantee I’ll do it again,” she laughed.
 
   “Don’t fucking lie to me Tessa!”
 
   “Lie? To you? Never Lucas!” she started laughing.
 
   He was furious, “What’s so funny? I’ve never lied to you!” 
 
   “Please take me back to my prison. Apparently I don’t deserve to let loose once in awhile, my friends suck,” she laughed.
 
   He punched the steering wheel three times and she cranked up the music and sang. He looked at her and she was smirking.
 
   “I don’t need you of all people to have a savior complex with me Lucas. Take me home, NOW!” 
 
   Tessa laughed when he let out an angry growl. He stared at her with his jaw clenched. Tessa crossed her eyes and stuck out her tongue and laughed.
 
    Lucas pulled in the driveway. Jade got out and went to his window. 
 
   “So what’s wrong with her?” 
 
   He looked Tessa and she glared at him.
 
   “She drank, she’ll be fine,” he said getting out.
 
   “What are you doing?” Tessa asked him annoyed.
 
   “I am going to hang out with you Tessa, for about an hour to make sure you’re okay,” Lucas said in exaggerated excitement and clapped his hands. 
 
   “I don’t need you to,” she stomped her foot.
 
    Lucas took a deep breath and walked in the house, Chewy was all over him.
 
   “I’m hungry,” Tessa whispered under her breath as she looked in the fridge. Lucas smirked and looked down.”What’s so funny?” 
 
   “Nothing Tessa,” he said and he pet Chewy.
 
   “Chewy get over here, you’re my puppy, yes you are,” Chewy ran over to her.
 
   “Chewy you suck,” Lucas laughed.
 
   “Really?” Tessa asked. “Well… you swallow,” she started laughing and everyone joined.  
 
   Tessa made popcorn and shared with everyone. She sat on the couch and snuggled up to Phoebe. Phoebe laughed and snuggled with her too. Lucas stayed until she fell asleep.
 
   ~
 
   The next day Tessa and her mother filled out Thank you notes with Toby’s mom. She sent personal ones to her friends and Lucas. She saw the book of people who attended the services and saw Lucas’s name. When they were finished she felt emotionally drained.
 
   The week passed like the rest. She missed Toby, she hated Lucas, and she slept and hung out with her friends at play practice.
 
    On Saturday Tessa cleaned, took a nap, went to play practice and then she dropped off the Jeep. Tessa was going to hang out with Cassidy, Mark and a couple other friends.
 
    They decided to go to the club in Syracuse. It just so happened that Ben’s band was there playing; she saw it on facebook and wanted to surprise him.
 
    Tessa smoked on the way there. She was happy and she was going to see Ben tonight, almost two weeks after Toby died. I’m not going to let it tear me apart. Lucas has already done that, and Toby would want me to be happy, although probably not the way I’m doing it, but hey it works, she thought. 
 
   Jade texted Tessa and she told her she was with her fellow cast members on her way to Syracuse to a teen dance club and she would be back late. She shut off her phone; she didn’t want to deal with the drama.
 
   Tessa walked in and saw Ben singing and playing guitar, he looked so hot. He wore faded jeans that sat on his hips, a white long sleeve cotton shirt and a navy knit cap. His brown hair was peeking out from under his cap and his full pink lips looked divine.  She danced and laughed and had fun. Cassidy kept talking about how hot he was, and Tessa laughed.
 
   ~
 
    “I bet I can get him to make out with me,” Tessa laughed. 
 
   The band went on break and she saw Ben walk into the bathroom.
 
    “Come with me,” Tessa dragged Cassidy behind her.
 
   They walked into the men’s bathroom and Ben was at the urinal.
 
    Tessa peeked over his shoulder, “That’ll work.” 
 
   Ben didn’t respond. He finished going to the bathroom and turned around and saw Tessa. Ben smiled and winked at her.
 
   “Well then-- take it home with you,” he slowly walking towards her. 
 
   She grabbed his face and kissed him. Cassidy was in shock and laughed as she walked out.
 
    “Tess what are you doing here?” 
 
   “Sort of stalking you, I guess.” 
 
   “You’re fucked up?”
 
   “A little.”
 
   She told him about her bet with Cassidy and that she had no idea they knew one another.
 
   “Cool. This is going to be fun! By the way… what’s up with you and Lucas?” 
 
   “He moved home and we’re done.”
 
   “Perfect,” Ben winked, “Stand in the front Tess, I want to watch you dance.” 
 
   The band took the stage and Ben sang directly to her. She smiled the whole time.
 
   “How’s everyone doing tonight?” Ben asked and the crowd cheered.
 
    “I am having a great time tonight too, I just met a hot little number in the men’s bathroom,” the crowd cheered again.
 
    “I think I’m going home with her tonight.” They crowd went wild. “Tess, come on up here.”
 
    Tessa shook her head no, “Hey hot stuff unless you want me to tell them about the bathroom, you’d better get that fine ass up here.”
 
    Cassidy pushed her up toward the stage. Ben put his arm around her and kissed her.
 
    “Do you all think she could sing? I mean could something this hot possibly get any hotter?” he asked.
 
   He whispered in her ear, “What do you want to sing girl?”
 
    Tessa whispered in his ear and he talked to the band. They started playing; the song was Fade Into You by Mazzy Star. Ben played guitar as she sang. At the end of the song he grabbed the back of her head and they kissed deeply, passionately, she didn’t care who was there, it felt good.
 
    The crowd went crazy and they both stood nose to nose and laughed at each other.
 
   “Let’s hear it for the very talented Tess” Ben said. “You can take it home with you anytime you want to, girl.”
 
   She grabbed him by the waist band and kissed him again. The crowd cheered and she walked off the stage.  
 
   Cassidy hugged her and laughed, “No way!”
 
   “This one’s for you hot stuff,” he started singing and Tessa felt a tap on her shoulder. She turned around and it was Jade and she was pissed.
 
   “What the hell do you think you’re doing?”
 
   Tessa looked over Jade’s shoulder and saw Tommy and Lucas standing there. 
 
   “Dancing and singing, Ben’s here… did you see him?” Tessa laughed. 
 
   The set ended and Ben walked down.
 
    “Hey Jade, how are you?” Ben asked.
 
   “I’m fine Ben. Tessa however is going home, and not with you.”
 
   Tessa grabbed Ben’s hand and walked out the door.
 
    Jade followed and yelled, “Tessa, you need to stop this shit. NOW.”
 
   They walked outside, she hugged Ben. He laughed and hugged her back. Tommy and Lucas walked out behind them.
 
   “Jade, I have a ride home,” she glared at Lucas, “Pizza Boy is perfectly capable of driving me home, and if not…” she stopped and looked up at Ben, “Ben-- where are you staying tonight?” 
 
   He laughed, “Where do you want me to stay?”
 
    Tessa laughed at him and he looked at Jade, who was livid.
 
   “We’re staying at the Marriot,” Ben smiled at Jade.
 
   “Okay Jade, I’ll ride with Pizza boy or I’ll be at the Marriot,” Tessa laughed. 
 
   There was music playing and she started dancing with Ben, he was very amused by her and Lucas didn’t enjoy it at all, neither did Jade.
 
   “Like hell you will,” Jade said. “Tessa you just buried…”
 
   “Watch it, Jade,” she snapped.
 
   “Then you better cut it out,” Jade warned.
 
   “Ben, BABY,” she said exaggerating baby, “I’m going to finish listening to you and then I may consider going home, I’ll be riding with the PIZZA BOY.”
 
   ~
 
    “Anyone see Ben out there,” the bass player yelled.
 
   Ben ran on stage “I’m here, sorry. A little busy in the parking lot.”
 
    They all cheered. 
 
   “Everyone give it up again for, Tess.”
 
    They all clapped. Lucas clenched his jaw and sat at a table near the stage. 
 
   “Alright let’s get this place hopping.” 
 
   The band played Wonderwall by Oasis, Tessa and Cassidy danced and laughed. Ben sang Everlong by the Foo Fighters: Cassidy and Tessa watched Ben and smiled.  
 
   “Sorry man,” Tommy said to Lucas.
 
   Lucas shook his head and looked at Tessa, “Not your problem.”
 
   The band sang a few more songs and he gestured for Tessa to come back on stage. He whispered in her ear, she laughed and smiled shaking her head yes. The band played Zombie by The Cranberries. Tessa sang it while she danced with Ben. The crowd went wild and he kissed her. He took her hand and placed it on his butt, she laughed and he kissed her again.
 
    “Hey Tess, have you looked at it yet?” Ben asked. 
 
   She shook her head no and grinned. He undid his pants to a slow drum beat. Tessa laughed. He turned around and slide them down a bit, his white boxer briefs showed and she laughed. 
 
   “See it now?” she shook her head yes and grinned. “Nice huh?” he said and she fanned herself dramatically. The crowd cheered. “You want to come over here and fix them for me girl?” She laughed and shook her head no, “I think she likes them off” he said to the crowd. The crowd whistled and cheered. He pulled them up and zipped them, leaving them unbuttoned. “Alright everyone… one last song and we’re out!” 
 
   Ben sang STP’s Interstate Love Song and he danced with Tessa as he sang.
 
   They walked off stage and Ben followed Tessa.  Cassidy and the crew came over and she introduced them to Ben, she told them that they already knew each other. Jade stood impatiently waiting. 
 
   “Okay, so when can I see you again Tess?” 
 
   “I don’t know.”
 
   “We play again in two weeks here but on Saturday,” Ben smiled, “Can you make it?”
 
   “Yes….but what about before then?”
 
   “I’ll call you tomorrow. I’m pretty sure I can work something out,” Ben kissed her. “See you soon Tessa Ross, the rock Goddess.” 
 
   Tessa turned around and Jade and grabbed her hand. “Let’s go.”
 
   “I rode with them, and I’m leaving with them,” Tessa yelled.
 
   “Fine I’ll call Uncle John,” Jade glared at Tessa.
 
   “Seriously!”  
 
   She said goodbye to Cassidy. “I’ll call you when my mother isn’t around,” she laughed and tossed her head towards Jade.
 
   Tessa followed Jade out to Lucas’s car and Jade opened the front door.
 
    “Get in,” Jade said.
 
    Tessa sat down and turned on the music.
 
    Lucas looked at her, “What!”
 
   Lucas reached in front of her and grabbed the seatbelt and buckled it. She gave him a dirty look.
 
    “There are four of us Tessa, don’t be difficult,” he said softly.
 
   Jade asked Lucas to turn down the radio, “What the hell was that Tessa?”
 
   “That was me having fun, Jade… and YOU screwing it up!”
 
   “Really Tessa, ME screwing it up? You need to slow it down. Your friends, Tessa, your real friends want to help you through this.”
 
   “I don’t need your help Jade, I’m good,” Tessa threw herself back against the seat.
 
   “No you’re not! Toby has been dead for two weeks. Your Aunt died when you were there alone and you haven’t even talked to me about it, Tessa.”
 
   “What is there to say Jade? They died, and seriously… why now?” 
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean Tessa?” 
 
   Tessa turned on the radio, Lucas looked at her and she was looking out the window.
 
    “Lucas turn off the radio. Tessa-- I asked you a question, what is that supposed to mean?” Jade snapped.
 
   “Figure it out,” Tessa yawned.
 
   “No freaking games Tessa, tell me!”
 
   “Okay I’ve been dealing with a lot of shit lately, and I have dealt with it. Now you want to step in? I don’t think so!”
 
   “What the hell are you talking about?” 
 
   “I really don’t want to,” Tessa said in a snippy tone.
 
   “I really don’t care Tessa!”
 
   “Okay,” she spun around. “I go to school and hide from all of you, because I don’t want to deal with this. I eat lunch in the fucking library everyday while you all sit together. I come home after school and I’m alone. I go to rehearsal and come home…alone. I’ve talked to Toby about everything that I used to talk to you about and then he dies Jade, he was my support. Not you. Now I need to fill that fucking empty black feeling and now you want to step in? I’m dealing with this by myself, the way I need to, and you just keep rubbing my fresh wounds with old SHIT! Now don’t get me wrong—I’m happy for you. I love Tommy, but I have been on a fucking emotional rollercoaster over the past few months and I’ve done it alone. That’s the way it is and that’s the way I want it to be. Is that enough for you Jade? Was it necessary to do this in front of an audience?” 
 
   “You’re the one who has chosen not to be around us, Tessa! We’re all friends, and this is your doing.”
 
   “Jade that’s enough,” Tommy said softly.
 
   “No it’s not, Tommy,” she said trying not to cry.
 
   “Yes, it is. I’m fucking done with this conversation,” Tessa sneered.
 
   “Is this about Lucas?” Jade asked pissed off, “You two ended it nicely.” 
 
   Tessa laughed, “Yeah we did, didn’t we Lucas?”
 
   He looked over at her, “Tessa, I’m sorry.”
 
   “Sorry for what buddy?” she asked. “Sorry for wanting to share with your friends?” 
 
   “What does that mean?” Jade asked.
 
   “Not now Jade,” Tommy said, “We can talk later—please?”
 
   Lucas pulled off and stopped at a fast food restaurant, he ordered food for everyone and handed Tessa the bag.
 
    “I’m not hungry,” Tessa snapped.
 
   He rolled his eyes, “You will be.”
 
   Tessa turned the other way. A few minutes later she grabbed French fries and started to eat them. Lucas smirked at her and she smacked him.
 
   Lucas dropped Jade and Tommy off at their houses.  The radio was playing as he pulled into Tessa’s driveway. Lucas parked and turned off the lights. He sat and watched her sleep. He slowly reached out and touched her curls. He hated watching her tonight, but knew what it felt like to need to just lose reality for awhile. He still loved her and he knew he would forever.  But the reality was he would not let her settle for what he had to offer. She deserved better than him. She deserved better than the band boy too. Fuck. That hurt tonight, he thought. He leaned his seat back and put his arm over her seat and played with her hair.
 
    Tessa woke up and saw him sleeping and his fingers were wrapped around her hair. 
 
   “Shit” she said, as she hit her foot against the dash.
 
   Lucas opened his eyes. He looked at her and quickly moved his hand.
 
    “Sorry,” his eyes widened searching for her reaction. 
 
   “Thanks for the ride. You should have woke me up when we got here,” Tessa started to open the door. 
 
   “Wait Tessa,” he said, sitting up and grabbing her arm.
 
    “What’s up Lucas?” 
 
    “Please shut the door, Tessa.”
 
   “Lucas, I’m tired and really don’t think…” Tessa started.
 
   “Don’t think Tessa; just sit,” he closed his eyes and pleaded, “Please.”
 
   “Ok fine,” she shut the door, he turned down the music.
 
   “You’re freaking me out.”
 
   She laughed “Really?”
 
   “Yes Tessa. You just lost two important people in your life and your smoking pot and acting reckless, that’s not you.”
 
   “It is now.”
 
   “No Tessa, you’re not thinking clearly, you’re not doing this right.”
 
   “Then please Lucas by all means, tell me how I should be dealing with this?” she rolled her eyes.
 
   “Not by getting fucked up,” he said “You taught me that.”
 
   “Well look at you now. You got through this, I will too. Are you still getting high Lucas? I could use a hook up,” she said sarcastically.
 
   “That shits not funny coming from you Tessa,” Lucas snapped and took a deep breath. “How would Toby feel?” 
 
   “You don’t get to do that, Lucas!”
 
   “I’m sorry Tessa but if he loved you he wouldn’t want you to be doing this to yourself.”
 
   “Okay I’m done with this conversation,” she started opening the door, her eyes were on fire.
 
   He locked the door. “You need to talk Tessa-- stop!”
 
   “I don’t want to talk,” she felt the tears starting. “Open the door Lucas!”
 
   “No I won’t.”
 
   “Is this because you’re pissed about Ben tonight?” Tessa asked trying to hurt him.
 
   “Nope actually, it isn’t,” Lucas answered. “It’s about you and your loss of both of them. God… I’m so sorry for everything you have gone through, baby.”
 
   She sat back and looked out the window. “Lucas-- you’ve done worse than I’m doing to get through pain. I don’t understand how you can sit back and judge me and my actions.”
 
   “I’m not Tessa, I just don’t want you to go through anymore,” Lucas said softly.
 
   “You don’t get to say that to me Lucas-- you don’t get to act like you give a shit! You go all super hero on my ass after what you did to me? Screw you Lucas. Open the fucking door now!” she started to cry. He didn’t open the door. “You’re not allowed to act like you care about me and my feelings! You don’t get to act like you know me! You don’t get to send flowers to a funeral that you attended, for what reason I still don’t know. You crush me over and over again and you think you can act concerned about me. I can’t believe you!”  Tessa pulled up her legs and cried into her knees, “You brought me into a dark room, kissing me, blind folded, with two ex fucks who tried to kick my ass not once but twice and you get to act concerned? I don’t think so!”
 
   “Tessa I’m sorry. I’m so sorry,” he looked down.
 
   She continued to cry, “I had a glimmer of hope that night, that maybe you felt just a little bit as much for me as I did for you! Maybe that you didn’t want to be without me. Maybe we could’ve figured something out and you did that to me. I cannot begin to tell you how that felt Lucas. How it felt to know that you wanted to share me with those two… animals.”
 
    He grabbed her hand. And she pulled it away.
 
   “Tessa I would’ve never done it,” Lucas’ eyes began to tear.
 
   “Why would you do that to me? Why were they there? Why would you invite me if you knew they would be there? You know what, I don’t want to know,” she wiped her face. “I just want to be alone.”
 
   “Tessa baby… don’t,” he touched her hair.
 
   “Lucas, I’ll never trust you again. Maybe someday I can forgive you, but I will never trust you, ever.” 
 
   “You can, Tessa,” Lucas spoke softly, “I would never….”
 
   “Lucas I miss Ann, Toby,” she said and cried, “and I miss you… maybe not you but what we were together. You’re an ass! I’m handling this best way I know how.”
 
   “Tessa I’m sorry, and I’m sorry about Jade and the people you need and why the fuck are you hiding in the library? You can’t do that anymore, ok!”
 
   “Understand, that right now, I need to.”
 
   He reached over the console and hugged her. He wanted to tell her what an idiot he was and how he did what he did to drive her away. He wanted her to be with someone like Toby and not a fuck up like him. She cried, and he kissed her head. He pulled back and rested his forehead on hers and looked in her eyes.
 
    “I promised to always be your friend, you promised the same, Tessa. Maybe we shouldn’t be hanging out in your hot tub for awhile but both of us are going to be okay. I’ll never do anything like that to you again.”
 
   “Can’t blame it on the hot tub,” she said softly remembering when he had said that to her, and they both smiled.
 
   “You want me to walk you in?” Lucas didn’t want to let go, but he had no other choice.
 
   “No, I can handle it. Thanks for the ride,” she went to open the door.
 
   “Tessa wait,” Lucas grabbed her hand, “I’m …well I just… Tessa if you like Ben, slow down okay?” 
 
   Tessa smiled, “I’ll take that into consideration. How’s Sadi?”
 
   Lucas forced a smile, “I think she’s trying, I hope she is for our baby anyways,” he paused, “It doesn’t matter just take care of yourself okay? I want you to be happy Tessa, always.”
 
   


  
 


 
   [bookmark: Chapter5]Chapter 5
 
   His phone chimed
 
   -Lucas I think my water broke and I’m scared…Sadi
 
   He read it, and Tessa looked down and saw it too.
 
   “Lucas you need to go.” He sat frozen. “Lucas now!”
 
   She grabbed his phone and texted Sadi back.
 
   -Call an ambulance and go to the hospital I’ll meet you there. You’re going to be fine…L
 
   She dialed Tommy’s number.
 
   “Tommy you need to meet Lucas at the hospital, Sadi’s water broke. OK, see you in twenty minutes,” she looked at him, and was pale.
 
   She reached over him and unlocked the doors. She got out and opened his.
 
   “Come on inside,” he followed her in and ran to the bathroom.
 
   Tessa woke Alex. “I need to drive Lucas’s car to the hospital. You need to bring me home, Sadi’s water just broke.”
 
   Alex jumped up and threw on some clothes.
 
   Tessa went down and grabbed a new toothbrush out of the cabinet and handed it to him, he had thrown up.
 
   “Okay let’s go.”
 
   He looked so frightened and she was so scared for him. She took his hand and walked him to the SUV. She opened the passenger side door, “Get in, Lucas.”
 
   “You okay to drive?” 
 
   “Yep it’s been what six hours Lucas.” Tessa shut his door.
 
   “Tessa if her water broke, that means she is going to have the baby... really soon, right?” Lucas asked, and his voice cracked.
 
   Tessa had read a lot on this and knew it would be within twenty four hours. She also knew it was way too early.
 
   “Lucas let’s just see when we get there. Would you please call your Mom?”
 
   ~
 
   They pulled into the parking lot, and Tommy was there waiting. She jumped out and looked at Tommy. “This isn’t good. Please stay with him.”
 
   Lucas walked over, hugged Tessa, and kissed her head, “Thank you.”
 
   “Skirt off, Links. Sadi needs you to be strong. Your baby needs you to be strong,” her voice cracked and her eyes filled with tears.
 
   Alex got out and threw the keys to Tessa. “I’m going to stay here.”
 
   She hugged him. “Thank you, I love you Alex.”
 
   Tessa got in the Jeep and left. She pulled over and grabbed her phone and went through it until she found Audrianna’s number. She called her and told her what was going on.
 
   Audri thanked her and rolled over to wake Landon, “Lucas needs you. Sadi’s water broke.”
 
   “Already?” Landon asked rubbing his eyes. “That’s not good.” He got up and jumped in the shower.
 
   Audrianna had called the airport, there was a flight into Ithaca leaving in an hour. Landon would be there in two hours and she planned to drive up when the girls were in school.
 
   ~
 
   Lucas walked into the room, and Sadi was lying in a hospital bed. Her Mom was there holding her hand.
 
   “Lucas,” Sadi cried.
 
   Lucas walked over to her and held her hand, “I’m here.”
 
   The doctor walked in and did an ultra sound. The placenta had torn away, and the baby no longer had a heart beat. Sadi would have to have surgery. If not, she could deliver the baby and go through that pain without the reward at the end.  The three of them cried, and Lucas climbed in the bed with Sadi and held her until the OR was ready. The nurse came in and gave her a sedative.
 
   She fell asleep crying and saying “I’m sorry.”
 
   Lucas walked out and looked at Tommy and Alex. “The baby isn’t alive; it probably has been gone for awhile. They have to operate, she’s asleep now,” he walked past them and into the bathroom.
 
   Tommy and Alex looked at each other and waited for Lucas. Lucas came out and walked past them and back into the room and watched Sadi sleep.
 
   The OR team walked in to take Sadi up. He rode the elevator up with her and sat with her mother in the waiting room. Lucas’s Mom joined them and held his hand.
 
   His phone chimed
 
   -Lucas, I’ll be there in an hour. I love you…Dad.
 
   -there is nothing you can do Dad, don’t worry about it...Lucas
 
   -I can be there for you…Dad
 
   Alex walked outside and called Tessa. She cried when he told her the news. He told her he would call her soon and hung up.
 
   Tommy was texting Jade when he walked back in. He looked up at Alex, “I can’t imagine what a mess he is going to be, Alex.”
 
   “We can get him through this.”
 
   The surgery was over; they wheeled Sadi into a room. Lucas sat holding her hand until she woke up. She looked at him and cried; he hugged her and told her everything was going to be alright.
 
   “I deserved this, this is my fault, and you can leave now,” Sadi cried.
 
   Landon walked into the room, and Lucas stood up and hugged him. Lucas cried.
 
   “I’m sorry, Sadi,” Landon said looking over Lucas’s shoulder.
 
   “No, Landon. I am.”
 
   The nurse walked in and gave her more medication, and she fell asleep.
 
   Lucas called her counselor’s office and left a message.  He didn’t leave the hospital. He waited until she was discharged and asked her mother if he could drive her home.
 
   He helped her in the SUV, and they drove quietly.
 
   “Sadi, are you going to be alright?” 
 
   “No, I’m not!” she cried.
 
   Lucas held her hand, “Yes, you are.”
 
   “How can you say that to me, after all that I have done to you? After I just lost our baby?” she said through tears, “I’m a horrible person Lucas, I deserved this.”
 
   “I forgive you, now it’s time you forgive yourself,” he said. “You’re going to be fine.”
 
   “Well thank you, I guess,” she said sarcastically.
 
   They pulled into her driveway, and he turned off the vehicle and looked at her.
 
   “Sadi we have been horrible for each other,” he laughed and looked at her. “We have our whole lives ahead of us. This sucks, it’s certainly not what I planned for over the past few months. But we should consider it a do-over. Make something good out of a horrible situation.”
 
   She cried, “I don’t think I can.”
 
   “Okay so if there is a heaven, our child is in it and watching us now. What would you want him to see?” 
 
   Her eyes changed-- no longer sad, but angry, “That’s Tessa talking!”
 
   “Well if that’s all I got from her I’m happy, ‘cause that’s what I’m going to focus on and I hope you can as well,” he rubbed her hand.
 
   Sadi said “I’ll try.”
 
   “By the way, you have an appointment this afternoon with your therapist.”
 
   She rolled her eyes as she got out of the SUV, “Fine.” 
 
   “If you need anything before then call me. I’ll take you today. See you at four.”
 
   Sadi walked in towards the house, and her mother held the door open for her as she walked in.
 
   ~
 
   Lucas went home and walked in the house. He opened the fridge and saw several casseroles.
 
   “Alex dropped all that off. Looks like Tessa’s been cooking again,” Kate smiled softly.
 
   “I’m not hungry. I’m going to shower and get some sleep. Could you make sure I’m up by three? I’m taking Sadi to an appointment.”
 
   “Lucas I know better than anyone how you feel the need to take care of people. I love that about you. But don’t get lost in this awful situation, forgive Lucas but never forget,” she hugged him.
 
   Lucas went to his room, on his dresser there was a vase with yellow roses mixed with white daisies.
 
   He picked up the note card and opened it.
 
   Lucas,
 
   I am so truly sorry for your loss. I cannot imagine how hard this must be for you.
 
   If you need a friend I am here.
 
   YFA,
 
   Tessa
 
   Lucas shook his head and walked into the bathroom. He grabbed his bowl from under the sink and hit it once. I don’t need this shit he thought and put it back, not now anyway.
 
   Lucas showered and brushed his teeth and toweled off his hair. He put on a pair of shorts and lay down and fell asleep.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa had not heard from Lucas but knew what was going on. Alex was checking in on him. Ben had texted her on Saturday, and he would be there late Friday night. He and his dad were bringing up the snowmobiles. Tessa was an emotional wreck but knew that he and his very hot busy self would distract her.  Take her mind off the place it was wandering, a place she knew she should not return to, regardless of what she knew she wanted down deep. Again she felt like she helped Lucas get through a horrible time. She told herself over and over that they would have been great friends.
 
   School and the play kept her occupied. Lucas hadn’t been to school, and Tommy told Jade about the two B’s. Jade and Tessa talked about it, but Jade promised Tommy she wouldn’t tell Tessa the truth about what had happened and that Lucas had done it to push her away.
 
   Lucas came to school on Wednesday and Tessa ate in the auditorium with her cast friends. The play was in three weeks, right before spring break, and they needed to practice anyway.
 
   Lucas passed her in the hall and looked at her and then looked down. He looked hollow, and her heart broke for him.
 
   Thursday Sadi came back, and she looked as bad as he did. Tessa frequently saw them talking in the hall. There was no anger or jealousy; she knew what loss felt and looked like. Not many people at school knew that Sadi had been pregnant. There once close knit group of friends would never have broken that trust.
 
   Tessa was in the locker room, when Sadi walked in. Tessa stood to leave.
 
   “Farm girl!” Tessa looked at her. “You know he cares about me, right?”
 
   Tessa shook her head and continued to walk towards the door.
 
   “I’m talking to you!”
 
   Tessa kept walking out of the locker room and Lucas was standing there, he looked at her, and she shook her head and smiled.
 
   “Everything okay?” he asked quietly.
 
   “Its fine,” Tessa walked by him.
 
   She felt sick. She couldn’t say anything to Sadi because it would be wrong. She couldn’t tell him to walk away knowing he was going to get dragged into crazy Sadi nonsense again because she knew he wouldn’t be able to do that. She felt sorry for him.
 
   The next day Tessa went to the bathroom and Sadi was in there crying, she handed her a tissue and walked out and went to the locker room. When she came out of the stall Sadi was standing there.
 
   “Here’s your fucking tissue, I don’t want it, farm girl!”
 
   Tessa tried to walk around her, and she stood in her way.
 
   “Sadi would you please move?” 
 
   “No, I will not move,” she screamed at her.
 
   Tessa finally was able to get past her.
 
   “Don’t push me, farm girl,” she screamed and ran out of the locker room and into Lucas’s arms. “She told me I should move and pushed me.”
 
   Tessa walked out, and Lucas gave her a dirty look. “I wouldn’t have expected that form you!” 
 
   Tessa rolled her eyes and walked past him.
 
   “And you think she is SO perfect,” Sadi cried.
 
   Her phone chimed, and it was him
 
   -What the fuck are you doing? Don’t you know what she has been through?...L
 
   Tessa was getting the same signature as Sadi did.
 
   -Lucas, believe what you have to, I hope you’re okay…YFA Tessa
 
   -My friend would not have done that, best of luck Tessa…L
 
   She went to the nurse and told her she had a headache and asked to lie down. She quietly shed a few tears and fell asleep.
 
   Tessa went to Alex’s game Friday night; she hadn’t been to one in awhile. She sat with Cassidy on one side and Phoebe on the other, Jade sat next to Phoebe. The game was good, pretty physical. Lucas was sitting because he had gotten a few too many fouls. Tessa tried not to look at him, but she could feel his eyes piercing through her. She looked up, and he gave her a dirty look. She looked away. When the game was over she waited with the girls for Alex and Tommy.
 
   Lucas walked by and grabbed her arm and walked to the other end of the hall.
 
   “I don’t know if you’re fucking high at school or just being a bitch, but that best not happen again!” 
 
   Her heart was beating heavy against her chest, it hurt that he believed the shit Sadi was pulling. She finally pulled her arm away and rubbed it, he had held it pretty tight, “Lucas I know you’re upset but…”
 
   “But nothing Tessa, cut the shit!”
 
   “If you grab me like that again,” she said looking at the red marks still on her arm, “I’ll...”
 
   “Will what Tessa? Spit in my face, slap me, or punch me? We’ve been through all of that and you know what? I should have seen it then; you’re no fucking better than the rest of them so how about you step down from that high horse of yours and grow up! The only difference was you thought you were better, Miss fucking Perfect. I never got why you didn’t have boys knocking down your door, now I do!”
 
   Her eyes widened as she looked at the floor.
 
   “What Tessa, nothing to say?”
 
   “Lucas whatever get’s you through this, I never said I was perfect. But she is delusional, and you are so mean,” Tessa walked away fighting back tears.
 
   He walked past the group that stood there watching them, and left.
 
   “Cassidy, can we go?” 
 
   “Tessa what just happened?” Alex asked.
 
   She threw him a half smile, “Nothing but one of you guys might want to tell him to get some help.”
 
   She and Cassidy got in the car and left. Tessa opened Cassidy’s glove box and took out her cute little friend and took a long drag, “Hot tub?”
 
   “Hell yes,” Cassidy laughed
 
   ~
 
   They changed and ran out and jumped in. They sang some songs from the play and laughed. A truck pulled in, she had hoped Alex had gone to hang out with Lucas but apparently not. A few minutes later someone had their hands covering her eyes. Cassidy laughed.
 
   “Guess who?” 
 
   “I know who I want it to be,” Tessa laughed.
 
   “And who is that?” 
 
   “Ben, get your fine butt in here,” she laughed.
 
   He jumped in and sat next to her and grabbed her hand.
 
   “I thought you would be here in the morning.”
 
   “Sorry I couldn’t wait, our game was cancelled, something about the power being out at the home teams school,” he grinned at her. “Tessa can I kiss you?”
 
   “You better.”
 
   Cassidy cleared her throat, and they stopped kissing and laughed.
 
   Ben was a ball of energy all the time; he was happy and just so much fun to be around. After the week she had, she was glad he had come. Actually excited that he was there.
 
   More headlights pulled in, as they sat and stared at each other. A few minutes past and, Alex, Phoebe, Jade, Tommy and Lucas came out.
 
   “I think you better sit on my lap,” he pulled her closer, “Might not be enough room if you don’t.”
 
   “It’s a ten person tub I think we can all fit,” she slid off his lap, “Besides I want to be able to look at you.”
 
   “You could always sit the other way,” Ben winked.
 
   Ben stood up, “Hey Alex” he shook his hand, “Hello Phoebe, Jade, Tommy and Lucas.”
 
   “When did you get in? I thought you’d be here tomorrow morning?” Alex asked as he sat down.
 
   “Our game got cancelled, how’d you guys do?” 
 
   “We won by four, would have been more if there weren’t so many foul shots. I think Lucas thought it was football,” Alex said, and they all laughed.
 
   “It’s all about control man,” Ben laughed, “That’s why I love the game. You get that ball in your hands, and you make lots of fancy well practiced moves and then it’s hard and fast down the court and swish it’s in,” he winked at Tessa.
 
   “You talking about Basketball or fucking, Ben?”  Lucas glared at him.
 
   “Well Lucas I was talking about basketball, but now that you mention it…” Ben laughed.
 
   Tessa looked at Lucas and knew he was messed up, probably high.
 
   She glared at him. He rolled his eyes slightly and turned away.
 
   Tessa stood up and leaned over turning up the radio, she turned to sit, and Ben grinned at her, “Nice,” she smiled and sat down; he put his arm around her.
 
   She leaned into him and closed her eyes.
 
   “I’m going to make some snacks.”
 
   “You got the munchies Tessa?” Lucas snapped.
 
   “Do you?” Tessa laughed.
 
   Tessa went inside, and Ben came in to help her.
 
   “You want me to kick his ass?” he grabbed her around the waist and kissed her neck.
 
   “No, he’s just going through some stuff,” Tessa as they all walked through the door.
 
   “Tessa you want to tell him the stuff I’m going through?” Lucas snapped. “How about we tell Ben here what you’re actually like?”
 
   “First of all Lucas I didn’t tell him and second whatever you need to say to him go ahead,” she laughed.
 
   “I don’t need to know shit, Tess. He’s just sorry he fucked up, you made the right choice,” Ben kissed her head.
 
   “She did make the right choice, then he died less than two weeks ago, you’re fucking third bitch!”
 
   “How about you and I go outside Daddy and see who walks back in here FIRST!” Ben walked towards him.
 
   Lucas lunged at him and grabbed his throat. Ben punched Lucas in the face, and Tommy and Alex grabbed them and tore them apart. 
 
   Tessa started crying, “Phoebe-- get Lucas’s keys he’s high.”
 
    She ran upstairs and changed into sweats and a hoody. The timer on the oven was going off and she ran downstairs, and they were all sitting at the table glaring at each other. She took the pizzas out and set them on the counter.
 
   “Anything to say yet, Tessa?” Lucas snapped.
 
   “Lucas that’s enough” Phoebe gave him a dirty look.
 
   “Ben, my very dear friend the man who I truly thought I would be with someday… forever…died. Ben, Toby died.” Tessa felt tears well in her eyes. She shook her head trying to clear her mind, “I’ve been pretty messed up since. But I’m happy when I’m with you if that’s too much I get it,” Tessa knelt in front of him looking into his eyes as she talked. She cleared her throat, “Lucas is normally not such a fucking asshole,” she paused “But a week ago his girlfriend or ex or whatever lost their baby. He’s a mess, please excuse him.”
 
   Ben lifted her up and hugged her.
 
   He looked at Lucas, “Sorry man, I didn’t know.”
 
   “Well Tessa do go on, full disclosure for Ben. Tell him the shit you pulled on Sadi in the locker room,” Lucas sneered.
 
   Tessa shook her head, “Sure,” she looked at Ben and told him what had happened the day before, the part about the tissue and what Lucas had heard in the locker room and after the game.
 
   “And if Lucas wasn’t hurting, he may be able to remember who I am and who she is. However, if that’s what he needs to think I’m good with that. I know what a friend is, I know who I am,” she turned and looked at Lucas, “High horse Lucas, fuck you,” she said and started to cry.
 
   “If you ever touch her again, I’ll break you’re fucking arm quarterback,” Ben stood up, and he and Tessa walked in the other room and sat on the couch.
 
   “You’ll get through all that stuff, Tessa Ross. I will help you,” he wiped her tears.
 
   Lucas sat in the kitchen and looked at the floor. “I’m going to leave. I’m sorry Alex.”
 
   “Phoebe said you’re high, you’re staying,” Alex walked away.
 
   Lucas knew better than to fight with Alex. He sat back, and Jade handed him a piece of pizza.
 
   “Eat this, Lucas,” she patted his head.
 
   Jade brought pizza into Tessa and Ben, “Tessa, you need to start talking to me again, you can’t do this alone.”
 
   Tessa hugged her.
 
   “Jade, just help Tommy with him please,” Tessa whispered in her ear.
 
   They all walked in, and Lucas sat in the chair. They turned on a horror flick, Tessa hated scary movies.
 
   “Hey Tessa.”
 
   “Oh God Cassidy, come here let’s talk,” she walked out and sat at the table. Lucas could hear everything they were saying.
 
   “Cassidy, I try really hard to keep all this messy stuff out of the public eye. It’s a mess and actually pretty embarrassing. I really hope you can keep this between us. I don’t want anyone looking at me, or Lucas, or even Sadi any differently.”
 
   “Tessa, I won’t say anything, I promise. If you want to talk ever, I’m here.”
 
   “Thanks for the offer but Cass that’s what I adore about our friendship, its fun.”
 
   “Well okay… but Tessa, if you need to don’t hold back.”
 
   “Don’t look at me that way Chick-- no pity,” she laughed.
 
   "Got it Tessa.”
 
   Cassidy left, and Lucas came out to the kitchen. “Hey Tessa.”
 
   “Well hello there Lucas,” she didn’t looking at him.
 
   “I’m sorry.”
 
   “Oh Lucas really it’s no big deal,” she started to walk away, he stopped her.
 
   “No, Tessa—I’m really sorry.”
 
   She looked up at him “Okay. Just be better.”
 
   He watched her walk inside, and he went out the side door. He sat on the deck contemplating what he was going to do about Sadi. He thought she was changing. He thought she had gotten better. He was honest with her about having no romantic interest, and she accepted it, or so he thought.
 
   Everyone had crashed for the night, and Tessa walked outside to take Chewy to the bathroom. She threw the ball for him a few times.
 
   "That's a good boy, Chewy," she pet him.
 
   She threw the ball again, and he took it to the deck.
 
   “Chewy-- get your fuzzy butt over here,” she walked after him as she turned the corner to the house she saw Chewy licking Lucas’s face.
 
   “Sorry, come on Chewy,” he sat and barked at her, “Really, dog?”
 
   “Hello,” Lucas looked up.
 
   “Hello, how long have you been out here, aren’t you cold?” 
 
   “No Mom… I’m good,” Lucas smiled.
 
   “Okay then, come on Chewy you stubborn ass.”
 
   “Will you sit with me please?” 
 
   “Nope,” she said, “Could you get Chewy in the house please?”
 
   "Nope," he looked her up and down.
 
   “Okay Lucas what can I do for you?”
 
   “Stop trying to take care of me for one. I can handle it.”
 
   “Done. Is that it?” 
 
   “Don’t take any shit from her Tessa, if she is—delusional it needs to be dealt with. I’ve told her a million times that she and I could try to be friends but nothing more ever again. I’ve gone to counseling with her for months and even taken her to see an individual therapist weekly. I thought I was doing the right thing and now this? I have to figure it out, but this is fucked up.”
 
   “Like bunny boiling f’ed up?” He laughed, she laughed too.
 
   “I think I’m going to go to counseling with her for a couple more weeks and bring this up. What do you think?” 
 
   “I’m not your mother, remember?” she shot at him.
 
   “Sorry Tessa.”
 
   “It must be exhausting,” she said.
 
   “What’s that?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Always having to say you’re sorry to me because I’m so darn perfect,” she laughed.
 
   He looked at her. “You are,” slipped out quietly. He grabbed her hand and kissed it. “Tessa I need to tell you something,” his eyes blazing as he looked her all over.
 
   “Oh no you don’t, buddy,” Tessa stood up.
 
   He grabbed her and pulled her into him. He kissed her.
 
   “Please Lucas, don’t do this again I can’t…” He kissed her harder not wanting her to say what he knew she would.
 
   She felt like she was on fire from just one kiss. She opened her mouth and received his tongue and met him with hers. He groaned and pulled her on his lap. She sat on him and kissed him deeply. They finally came up for air, and he saw her tears. He kissed them away as she tried to catch her breath. He pulled her into his chest, holding her as she tried to catch his.
 
   She finally sat up and looked at him, “Lucas, please don’t do this to me again. I want to be your friend because that is way easier than all this.”
 
   He kissed her again, and she whimpered. Her hands ended up in his hair and his on her ass.
 
   “Lucas, you’re wasted,” she said pulling away.
 
   He stood up and reached under her shirt. Her breath hitched as he rubbed her aching nipple between his two fingers.
 
   “And you’re going to be fucking delicious,” he kissed her again.
 
   Lucas brought her to the barn and threw his shirt over his head as he changed hands and continued to kiss her. He threw his shirt down and laid her on the bed of hay. His hands never left her breast and the pleasure was winning the battle with her brain. He kissed down her belly and started to pull down her pants.
 
   “Lucas stop, I can’t do this please.”
 
   Ben walked in and yelled, “She said stop quarterback! Now back the fuck off before I kick your ass all over the place.”
 
   Ben pulled her up, “You okay?”
 
   “Yes. I’m sorry Ben,” she looked at Lucas, “It’s not all his fault.”
 
   “Well it’s all me now, let’s go,” he quickly walked her to the house.
 
    “Go brush your teeth Tess. Take a shower do whatever you need to do, I’ll be right here.”
 
   “Ben,” she whispered quietly, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “It’s not your fault,” his eyes normally sparkling were filled with rage.
 
   “No, it was, I was very much in the moment, I didn’t expect to…” Tessa stopped not wanting to make it worse. “Don’t hate him. Please-- he has had enough of that for twenty lifetimes. Please Ben,” she pleaded, “He’s my friend.”
 
   “Fine Tessa, just,” Ben breathed. “Do you want to be with him?”
 
   Every time he touches me, every time I see him she thought. “I want to be his friend, Ben.” Because everything else hurts so much.
 
   “Are you going to let him touch you again?” She shook her head no. “Okay then Tess, you need to remember I don’t share and you shouldn’t either. I get what you have gone through, even what he has been through and I’m still here. It won’t happen again, do you understand?” She shook her head yes and looked at him.
 
   His eyes softened a little. “Good, now go.”
 
   ~
 
   Ben walked out to the barn and Lucas was standing there and glared at him.
 
   “She gives a shit about you Lucas, but you need to leave her the hell alone!”
 
   “No, she doesn’t just give a shit, she loves me Ben. Do you get that?”
 
   “She’ll get over it,” Ben said raising his eyebrow. “If you let her. Doesn’t she deserve that man?” Lucas looked at him and shook his head. “You better get inside. John will be home soon. You and I will behave for her, correct?”
 
   “I will do anything for her, I already have.”
 
   Ben understood there were things he didn’t know. But he really didn’t care right now. He was pissed and trying to do what she had asked. “Let’s get inside.”
 
   Tessa came out of the bathroom and looked at Ben. “Your friend and I chatted, he’s upstairs in bed.”
 
   “Ben I’m sorry.”
 
   “I’m over it.” He pulled her down on the couch and laid her head on his lap. “Can we sleep down here?” he asked.
 
   “Sure, but my Dad might not like it,” she whispered.
 
   “When he gets home, I’ll take the recliner.”
 
   “Can I kiss you?” she asked, she felt awful about what he walked in on.
 
   “Did you brush your teeth?” 
 
   She looked at him funny. “I don’t want to taste him in your mouth.”
 
   “Ben I didn’t go…” she started.
 
   “I didn’t think you did, his tongue is bad enough. You sure you haven’t had enough for the night?” his voice was clipped.
 
   That hurt, she thought. “Not of you,” she leaned over and kissed him.
 
   Ben kissed her back hard and with urgency. She wasn’t expecting that from him. He laid her down and kissed her as he held himself up with his arms. He kissed her neck and lips. He kissed her shoulder blade and ran his tongue across her collar bone. She struggle for a breath. He sat back and lightly bit the inner arch of her foot and moved up all the way to her knees, he kissed behind them and lightly bit down with his teeth. Oh wow she closed her eyes. Her body was responding, and she took in a quick breath. He sat back and moved over to the next foot moved up her left leg. He sat up and looked at her.
 
   “You are so hot, Tess,” Ben laid on her, and she could feel his erection against her belly.
 
   He kissed her lips and thrust his tongue in her mouth while his hands lightly tickled her inner thigh; she stopped kissing him and gasped.  He stopped and looked at her.
 
   “That what you like Tess?” She looked at him like she was in shock. “You body responds to touch, and very nicely might I add,” Ben smiled and kissed her softer. “It’s not who’s doing it, do you understand that? If you confuse love with pleasure, you’re selling yourself short.  I can do all that shit he did and more. Trust me… you won’t be disappointed. I also promise that I won’t fuck with your heart or head, Tess. I want to show you the other part too, but I think we should slow down until you are ready to explode with me,” his smile was so seductive she reached up and pulled his head back to hers.
 
   She kissed him again. He smiled as he sat up.
 
   “Ben, please.” She knew this is how it started with Lucas and she believed that Ben could take the hurt away. 
 
   “Not without me, and you’re not ready for that yet. I promise you though, any mediocre little ones you’ve had will pale in comparison to what I’m going to do to you.  We’re going to have booty camp every time I see you until then Tessa got it?”
 
   She smiled and shook her head yes.
 
   “Good, move forward, I want to lay behind you.”
 
   Tessa fell asleep to Ben lightly rubbing her back.
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   In the morning, Lucas was gone when Tessa got up. She texted him
 
   -Good morning Lucas, you’re missing breakfast. I hope you’re okay…YFA Tessa
 
   -Sorry had things to do; I’m fine if I offended you last night I apologize.  Be good Tessa…YFA… LL
 
   -Don’t, you weren’t alone. Just no more damn hot tub…YFA…Tessa
 
   -Can’t blame the hot tub…YFA …LL
 
   Ben bounded down the stairs.
 
   “Hello Tess, did you make me breakfast?” he took her face in his hands and kissed her.
 
   He rubbed her back and down to her butt.
 
   “Wow, feisty are we?” Tessa smiled.
 
   Ben said and smacked her butt, “Do you think you can keep up?”
 
   “Speaking of, I haven’t gone running at the park in awhile. There is no snow on the ground downtown, you up for it?” 
 
   “I am.”
 
   She put the breakfast casserole in the oven and set the timer.
 
   “Let’s go then,” she smiled.
 
   They went to the park and ran the stairs; he did the fifth time backwards. They ran around, and they talked the whole time about music, family, and the schools he was looking at. He asked her questions about what she wanted to do after school. 
 
   She was slowing down, and he laughed and bent down, “Jump on, Tess.”
 
   “I’m fine,” she laughed.
 
   “Nope-- I want to get there, and I want you on me, so jump on girl.”
 
   He took the road back to the school and jogged the whole way.
 
   “What are we going to do now?” 
 
   “Take a shower,” she smiled
 
   “Nice,” Ben laughed.
 
   “You are so much fun Ben, does it ever stop?” she asked thinking out loud.
 
   “Do you want it to?” 
 
   “No, I just wonder how you are when you’re relaxed,” Tessa giggled.
 
   “Relaxed? I was real relaxed last night.”
 
   She laughed.
 
   They walked into the house, she grabbed two glasses of water and handed him one. She drank hers and took the casserole out.
 
   “I’m going to shower while this cools.” 
 
   “Where is your dad?” 
 
   “I really don’t know why?” 
 
   “Shower sounds good.”
 
   She kissed him “Alright let’s go.”
 
   She walked in the bathroom and grabbed some towels. She turned around, and he took his shirt off.
 
   “As tempting as all that is,” she pointed to him, “There’s a shower in my Dads room, you should go use it.”
 
   He laughed as she pushed him out the door and locked it.
 
   She took a long shower and shaved her legs. She was having a great time with him but really wanted to know how Lucas was. How could she feel that way when she was with Ben? She liked him a lot, but she didn’t want to hurt him or Lucas. She let Lucas go, and she was going to make herself feel the same way for Ben. She knew it was going to be hard and she realized at that moment why, because he doesn’t need me in order to be alright. 
 
   She got out and walked upstairs in her robe. She walked in her room and put on an under armor shirt, and a cardigan sweater and leggings. They were going riding later, so she might as well prepare for it now.
 
   She walked out and went downstairs, he was in faded jeans and a thermal shirt that fit him faultlessly. He was putting food on a plate for both of them and had already poured milk.
 
   “Sit by me?” he pulled out a chair for her.
 
   “Do you have any questions for me about yesterday, about Toby?”
 
   “Do you want to talk about it?” Ben looked at her and sat back.
 
   “Well, I just figured you might have questions.” 
 
   “Tess if it’s going to upset you, then I don’t need to know. You told me last night that you loved him, and he died. Two weeks ago today, right?” 
 
   “Yep. Don’t you want to know how I could be all over you so soon?” 
 
   “Sure, tell me.”               
 
   Tessa looked at Ben and then looked down, “Well, I don’t know either.” 
 
   “Ok so let me tell you what I think. I think you were lonely. I think you needed someone to pull you out of the funk. I’m pretty sure it was a fluke that I was playing up in Syracuse that night. I think we’re attracted to each other, and it’s comfortable because we’ve known each other for awhile, even if you didn’t remember me at first,” Ben smiled and took her hand. “I also think that you are wildly curious about the ways your body has responded to things lately. I think all of those feelings combined are completely confusing to you, and that’s why I promise you Tessa Ross, I will not push you until you are ready. Does that sound about right?” 
 
   She just stared at him. He was a good guy. She was playing with him. She looked guilty and sad all at once.
 
   “Tessa?” 
 
   “Well I guess...I just don’t know why that’s alright with you?” Tessa looked down she couldn’t bear to look at him.
 
   “I’m in no hurry. I have but one expectation. I don’t share, give me your focus okay?” he grabbed her hands. “I’ll give you mine. If it ends then I don’t want resentments, I want us to stay friends.”
 
   “How exactly does that work, the friends afterwards?” Tessa asked. “I mean, how you end something on a good note?”
 
   “You don’t share Tessa, that’s when you hurt each other. And I don’t go back, when it ends it ends. I don’t believe in one person destined to be with me, like fate. I believe you find someone you enjoy and you give each other respect. If you decide its together forever, and you commit to working at it, it’ll all work out,” he smiled at her.
 
   “Okay… so why do I still miss him, both of them when I am sitting here with you? I mean you are absolutely amazing. I’m sorry…God-- I want to be honest with you Ben. I’m sorry.”
 
   “Hey girl, are we married or are we having fun? I mean we aren’t exclusive right?” 
 
   “Well what do you mean by you don’t share?” 
 
   “I don’t know how to explain it, Tess. We just aren’t there yet. If you want to date other people we can do that I guess.”
 
   “No!”
 
   “Alright then. Our timing kind of sucks, it’s been hard for you, and I’m sorry, Tess I really am. Maybe I’m a dick for even trying this now. I don’t know,” he said. "I don't normally sway from my rules,” he laughed. “But when you’re really ready I think we’ll both know.”
 
   “This is just not fair, to you, to me,” she started tearing up.
 
   “Oh no, you don’t” he bent down and lifted her shirt and looked up at her and smiled, her eyes widened, and he blew on her belly. “No sad Tess” she smiled at him, “Much better.” He hugged her.
 
   “You are a true gift Ben.”
 
   “Let’s eat; we have a very busy day ahead of us,” Ben fed her and kissed her between bites.
 
   When they finished Ben helped her do the dishes, “Let’s go see if the Dads are out there.”
 
   ~
 
   They rode all afternoon, Tessa was always in the back, and Ben was in the front being a hot shot. He would turn around and do circles around her. They stopped for lunch at the diner in town. They talked like best friends and he focused completely on her and making her smile.
 
   At around seven, they stopped at the farm and changed their socks and gloves. Tessa looked tired, “You’re riding with me.”
 
   “Whatever, maniac,” Tessa laughed.
 
   “What if I agree to slow it down?” 
 
   “Well, then I might consider it,” Tessa smiled back.
 
   “Okay then-- let’s go,” Ben said. “You guys ready?”
 
   They laughed, “We’re done for the night.”
 
   “You don’t mind if Tess and I go out do you?”
 
   “No, just slow it down so she can keep up,” John warned him.
 
   “I will, she’s going to ride with me,” John looked nervous, “I promise she’ll be safe with me.”
 
   “Tessa if he gets crazy, you drive.”
 
   “I will Dad.”
 
   He started out slow and frequently asked if she was ok. Each time she said yes he went a little faster. They pulled into the Spot, and he took her helmet off for her. Tessa looked at the clock it was nine o’clock, two hours since they stopped at her house and she couldn’t believe how quickly time was going. They walked in, and Tessa’s aunt brought out menus.
 
   “You guys hungry?” Josie asked.
 
   “I’m fine,” Tessa said.
 
   “Yes we are, can we sit out by the band?”
 
   Ben ordered Chicken and biscuits, they would share. The band sang country music, and he chuckled. “You like this?”
 
   “I do,” she laughed.
 
   “Alright then cowgirl,” he grabbed her hand, “let’s take these clothes off and dance.”
 
   He unzipped her jacket and hung it on the back of her chair, he unzipped her bibs, and they got stuck. He laughed. He worked at it for a few minutes and finally got them. She took them off and hung them on the back. Ben already had his off. Note to self: buy new bibs. 
 
   They danced, he spun her around and dipped her and they laughed the whole time. A slow song was next, and Ben grinned and pulled her close. Ben kissed her. It’s your love by Faith Hill and Tim McGraw played, they sang to each other and giggled.
 
   Dinner was at their table, and Ben pulled the chair out for her. He pulled his tightly against hers, and she watched him eat, he insisted she eat some. They talked and laughed and danced one more time.
 
   “We ready to head back?” Ben whispered.
 
   She shook her head yes. She was putting her bibs on when she saw Lucas walk by, quickly look at her, and then look away. How could she have forgotten he was working tonight? 
 
   Ben looked at her face as he held her jacket up. “What’s wrong, Tess?”
 
   “I forgot it was Lucas’s night to work here, he must think I am such a bitch.”
 
   “Well then he doesn’t know you as well as you think he does.”
 
   He threw money and the bill on the bar, “Let’s bounce girl.”
 
   They walked outside; he put her helmet on and then his.
 
   He started the sled and yelled “Hang on tight.”
 
   She held him tightly and he slowed down, she loosened her grip, and he went faster.
 
   He came to a stop and lifted his shield. “You alright?”
 
   She shook her head yes.
 
   “Catch on Tess, you loosen your grip and I’m going to fly, hang on tight and we’ll both feel much better,” Ben winked at her, and she laughed.
 
   They got home, and she went to the bathroom. She came out, and he was on the couch.
 
   “Sit Tess. So you feel bad when you feel like you’ve disappointed someone right?” she looked at him confused. “Ok I’ll slow it down, you felt guilty about having a good time tonight as soon as you saw him. That sucks Tess, is his happiness more important than yours and if so why do you think that little of yourself?”
 
   “I don’t know how to answer that Ben.”
 
   “Why is it your responsibility to make him ok? Do you think for the rest of your life you can be that person for him and still be you Tess? What happens when you get married and have kids, and you’ve got to take care of his needs instead of your own? Who is going to take care of you so that you can be the best you can for your kids? You don’t have to answer… just think about it,” 
 
   He pulled her between his legs and hugged her. He gently pushed her forward and rubbed her back. She took a deep breath and relaxed. He finished rubbing every inch of her back, not missing a single spot and pulled her into him. She turned her head and looked up at him. She kissed him and turned around and sat on his lap. He opened his mouth to her, and they kissed softly, gently. He lightly rubbed her belly, and she put her hand on his chest and lowered it to his waist and rubbed her pinky just under his waist band. He breathed deeply and took her hands and put them above her head as he moved forward so that she lay on the couch hands high above her head. Ben took his other hand and lightly and slowly let his finger tips move across her breast, and they immediately responded. She gasped, his fingers floated lightly across her belly and then just under her waist band, her hips moved and he put his hand lower, and she moaned and her breath became deeper. He lifted her up, so she sat on his lap again; she moved her hips slowly into him. He went under her shirt again, and her breaths became shallow. Oh wow, she thought. He rubbed her back and her backside. She sat up and looked at him.
 
   She kissed his neck and down to his chest and she started to unbutton him, and he pulled her up.
 
   “Not yet, Tess.”
 
   “I want to Ben, please?”
 
   “I’m going to insist that happens after we, well you know,” Ben smiled.
 
   “Why?” 
 
   “As nice as that’s going to be, I want to wait till after, ok?” Ben said. “How are you feeling?” She blushed and put her head on his shoulder. “That’s what I thought.”
 
   In the morning, Tessa woke up, and Ben was in the kitchen cooking breakfast and listening to music. She went in the bathroom and brushed her teeth and washed her face. She ran up and grabbed him.
 
   He laughed, “Good morning, Tess.”
 
   He turned around, and she kissed him, he grabbed the back of her head and kissed her back, he picked her up and sat her on the counter and lifted her shirt.
 
   “Good morning girls,” he whispered.
 
   She laughed. They heard someone coming down the stairs. She jumped down off the counter and grabbed plates form the cupboard.
 
   Alex walked in and said, “Good morning.”
 
   “Good morning,” they said at the same time and laughed.
 
   Alex shook his head and grabbed a cup out of the cupboard.
 
   Their fathers came out, and they all sat and ate breakfast.
 
   “We’re going to leave in about an hour Ben, okay?” Frank asked his son.
 
   Tessa looked at Ben as if she was in shock; he smiled at her.
 
   “Sure thing Dad.”
 
   They cleaned up the table, and she was quiet.
 
   “I don’t think I want you to leave,” she said quietly.
 
   “I have to Tess,” he laughed.
 
   “Ok, but I just want you to know I don’t want you to,” she looked down.
 
   He grabbed her and hugged her, “Good, I’ll see you on Saturday remember?”
 
   “Okay and then when will I see you again?”
 
   “I’m sure it won’t be long,” he kissed her.
 
   She helped him load the snowmobiles and watched him as he strapped them on his father’s trailer. He was so damn cute and funny and just-- easy. It wasn’t work being with him, she wished she could keep him here with her forever because she knew when he was gone she would miss Lucas.
 
   When Ben was done he jumped down and grabbed her.
 
   “Tessa Ross, I’m going to miss looking at you,” his hand went down her back and settled on the small of her back.
 
   Tessa wrapped her arms around his neck and kissed him; he grabbed the back of her head and kissed her harder. He pulled his head away and kissed her nose.
 
   “I’m going to miss that,” she laughed.
 
   Her father cleared his throat, and they looked. Their fathers were both standing there watching them and shaking their heads disapprovingly.
 
   “Oh… to be young again,” Frank laughed.
 
   She stood and watched him pull away and waved.
 
   “Tessa, what’s going on with you and Ben?” 
 
   “I don’t know Daddy… but I like him. I like him a lot,” she smiled.
 
   “I’m pretty sure he feels the same way, he’s a good kid Tessa, from a very good family,” John said, “Keep that in mind.”
 
   




 
   [bookmark: Chapter7]Chapter 7
 
   Tessa was staying home from church today. She had a lot of homework and a week and four days until the play. She had a ton of laundry and cleaning to do since she blew off everything all weekend. She was busy getting everything done, and her phone chimed, it was him.
 
   -Thanks for the show last night…LL
 
   -Lucas I’m sorry. I forgot you were working…Tessa
 
   -You sure about that? Kind of sucks Tessa…I want to see you…LL
 
   -Is everything ok?...Tessa
 
   -Nope…LL
 
   -Okay then come over everyone’s at church…Tessa
 
   Tessa jumped in the shower and got dressed, she brought out laundry and was folding it when he walked in.
 
   “Come sit down,” she moved the laundry to give him a spot on the couch.
 
   “Tessa, do you like Ben?”
 
   “Yes.”
 
   “Do you love him?”
 
   “I think maybe I could someday,” she admitted.
 
   Lucas sat back and shook his head, “Not what I wanted to hear.”
 
   “We said we were going to be friends Lucas.”
 
   “And Friday night we showed each other differently,” he looked at her with angry eyes.
 
   Her eyes filled up, “I don’t know what you expect from me Lucas? I don’t know anything anymore except it’s so hard with you. It hurts, “she touched her heart. “I don’t want it to hurt all the time.”
 
   “I don’t want that for you either Tessa, I just don’t know what to do. I love you baby, and I don’t know what to do,” he grabbed her and held her. Her body stiffened at his touch. “Oh I see,” Lucas started to get up.
 
   “No Lucas you don’t fucking see. You’re hurt because of what you are going through and while I feel awful about all of that, I’ve been trying to pick up the pieces of my life,” she started to cry. “I would love to think it would be any different a month from now, but it’s been almost seven months of hell Lucas. I am eighteen years old, and I’ve never been in a relationship. I’ve never wanted to be in one! And not because everyone thinks I’m a psycho bitch like you make me feel! I watch my family fall apart and you come here, and I act like someone I don’t even know. I don’t even recognize myself anymore. I’ve never known pain before like this, ever. And I don’t want to!”
 
   Tears formed in his eyes as he listened to her, “What have I done?”
 
   “You fucking broke me--again!” She screamed and started to walk away.
 
   He grabbed her, “Tessa stop please, I’m so sorry,”
 
   He held her tightly against him.
 
   “You know what Lucas; I believe you don’t want to hurt me. But what happens when the next Sadi pops up? Or you decide you’re bored of me? ” 
 
   “I don’t know what you want me to say Tessa, I didn’t ask for any of this shit to happen,” Lucas yelled at her and tears sprung to his eyes.
 
   “You couldn’t be honest with me when your mom relapsed, or when fucking Sadi blew you. Oh, but remember my stupid pathetic ass took you back even then. You dismissed me when I asked if you had gone to the doctor with her, and then you FUCKED her when you said you loved me! She gave you a BLOW job, you FUCKED her,” Tessa began to sob, “And I haven’t even begun to tell you how New Years felt to me, or the way you treated me when she lost the baby. I’ve been through hell, and you expect me to keep being this …this …no I’m sorry, I won’t do that to myself!”
 
   “Fine, fine…this is just fucking perfect isn’t it? I guess you really loved me huh?” Lucas fought back tears as he grabbed his hair with both hands, “Fuck it… huh Tessa?”
 
   Tessa looked up at him fighting her need to hug him and take back everything she knew to be true, “Lucas, I’ll always love you. I’ll always wonder what could have been, but I need to take care of me. A week ago you were fine with that; you still have so much to deal with and so do I. We’re hurting each other. How could it possibly ever work when it’s been so hard?”
 
   “Things in life that come easy Tessa mean nothing, believe me,” he let go of her and he walked out of the room.
 
   She heard the door slam and she crumbled to the floor and sobbed.
 
   Monday Tessa walked into school and saw Lucas and looked down.  She was in the locker room at lunch reading her English book and eating a peanut butter and jelly sandwich alone.
 
   “Well look at farm girl with all of her friends,” Sadi smirked as she walked in to the locker room.
 
   Tessa stood up and grabbed her bag and walked towards the door, Sadi grabbed her hair from behind. Lucas walked by and saw what was happening.
 
   “Sadi, let go of her now!!!” he yelled as he walked in and pulled her away.
 
   She had a handful of Tessa’s hair.
 
   Tessa turned around and slapped her across the face.
 
   “Get some fucking help, you crazy bitch,” Tessa screamed.
 
   “Tessa just go,” Lucas yelled.
 
   Tessa looked at him with disgust “I hate you,” she said as she walked away.
 
   “I know,” he called to her from behind.
 
   Tessa turned around and stormed back.
 
   “Sadi I’m calling the cops and filing a restraining order. I will not let your sick twisted ass fucking touch me again, I don’t give a fuck what you’ve gone through, and you have brought it all on yourself. And you LUCAS are falling right into her poison and enabling the crazy BITCH!” Tessa turned and walked away.
 
   “Stop her,” Sadi cried to Lucas.
 
   Lucas grabbed Tessa’s arm.
 
   “Don’t you touch me! Don’t you ever touch me again! You make me sick; you just stuck up for that bitch again! Go to hell Lucas. And this time I won’t be joining you!” she screamed, and her eyes filled with tears as she ran out the school doors and jumped in the Jeep and drove home.
 
   Maggie walked in the farm house an hour later; Tessa was in her room crying.
 
   “Tessa honey, are you ok?” she said and hugged her. “The school called, and I was worried, are you alright?”
 
   “I just don’t feel well Mom,” she rested her head on her lap. 
 
   “Okay but you should have gone to the nurse honey.”
 
   She held her until she fell asleep.
 
   When she woke up her Mom was still holding her.
 
   “What time is it?”
 
   “It’s about five,” Maggie said softly.
 
   Tessa jumped up “I have practice.”
 
   “No honey you’re skipping tonight, I already talked to your drama coach, and he said it was fine, he just wants you to get better.”
 
   “I want to get better too, Mom,” Tessa yawned and fell back to sleep.
 
   ~
 
   The next morning Tessa was called to the office for the very first time in her life. She sat and waited outside the principal’s office. The door opened, and Lucas and Sadi walked out, he carried her bag and had his other arm wrapped around her.
 
   “I hope you’re happy, bitch,” Sadi yelled at Tessa.
 
   “Enough Sadi,” Lucas softly scolded her, and they walked out.
 
   The principal gave Tessa detention for leaving school without permission the day before. Tessa accepted her consequence and went back to class. She ate in the library and went to detention after school. She avoided everyone. She was not proud of how she had reacted the day before with Sadi, she was not proud of many of her actions lately. She felt herself sinking into darkness and desperately wanted to get out. She went to practice at five and straight home to bed after.
 
   Her phone chimed
 
   -Hey hot stuff I can’t wait to see you on Saturday! …Ben
 
   -Me either Ben, I miss your face…Tessa
 
   -Miss yours too, talk to you soon…. Ben
 
   She fell asleep and was woken by Alex.
 
   She jumped up, “There was an accident with four people, someone died Alex,” she cried, “and a baby boy Alex.”
 
   “Okay Tessa… it’s a dream you’ll be fine,” Alex hugged her.
 
   Thursday morning she went to school, it was the same as every day. She was tired and didn’t pay any attention to what went on around her.
 
   Her Phone Chimed
 
   -No Lucas today… will you PLEASE eat lunch with us?!?!?!...Jade
 
   “So tell us about Ben!?” Phoebe asked as soon as Tessa sat down...
 
   “What would you like to know?” 
 
   “Are you two together?” Jade seemed annoyed.
 
   “No Jade not officially, but I like him, he makes me smile.”
 
   “Wow Tessa that’s three this year already… you think you might want to slow it down a bit?” Jade snide comment rubbed Tessa the wrong way.
 
   “Hey Jade, I’m still a virgin in case you wanted to know,” Tessa shot back at her.
 
   “Well what else have you done Tessa? Everything but, isn’t any less.”
 
   “Well, let’s see: I haven’t given or received oral, and no fingers have been inside me,” Tessa sat back back crossing her arms across her chest.
 
   “Holy shit,” Tommy covered his face, “Are we really going to have this conversation?”
 
   “Sure, do you need more Jade?”
 
   Becca stood up her face was red, and she walked away.
 
   Tessa smirked and Phoebe laughed
 
   “So are you okay?”
 
   “No Jade not really, but I’ll get there.”
 
   After play practice, she went home and slept. She woke up and sent a text
 
   -Ben, I can’t wait to see you… have been missing your face…Tessa
 
   - Two days Tessa, can I bring you home after and stay and play a bit?...Ben
 
   -I would love that, happy dance commencing now…Tessa
 
   - wish I could see that happy dance…Ben
 
   -two days, goodnight…Tessa
 
   Tessa texted Jade
 
   -are we okay?...Tessa
 
   -of course I just feel like I suck as your friend right now and I guess I’m lashing out. I’m sorry…Jade
 
   -I’m glad you’re in love Jade. Tommy is amazing and loves you so much…Tessa
 
   -Oh thank you, I have never been happier Tessa I can’t wait to be with him forever…Jade
 
   -I can honestly say I believe you two will be together for the rest of your lives…Tessa
 
   -Well how about you? What’s Ben like?...Jade
 
   -He’s perfect, and I’m trying to be that for him too, he wants to go slow and I’m so happy he does…Tessa
 
   - Do you love him?...Jade
 
   -I know I could someday…Tessa
 
   -Good, lunch tomorrow?...Jade
 
   -We shall see, goodnight…. Tessa
 
   Friday went by fast. Lucas came to school in the middle of lunch, Tessa wondered where he had been but wouldn’t ask. He acted very uncomfortable, and Tessa was too. Lucas bounced his knee up and down and didn’t eat. She excused herself and left them.
 
   Tessa had one week before the play. Next week was going to be busy, and she welcomed it. After school, she went for a run in the park. It felt good, she needed to do this every day again, and she decided she would. On her run back to the school Lucas drove by and looked the other way. Fine by me, asshole, she thought. Mad is good, yep really good.
 
   Cassidy and a few of the cast members decided they wanted to go up and watch Ben’s band. Tessa was excited; she would ride up with them and back to her house with Ben.
 
   Saturday morning she texted Jade, Phoebe, and Becca
 
   -I want to get a Mani Pedi at eleven, and maybe lunch, anyone else want in?…Tessa
 
   

- I am ….Jade
 
   - Me too…. Phoebe
 
   - Me three…Becca
 
   -Excellent, I’ll pick you all up at 10:30…. Tessa
 
   They drove to Ithaca and walked in to the salon.
 
   “What brought this on?” Jade asked smiling.
 
   “I’m going to meet Ben tonight; he’s playing in Syracuse again,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “That’s cool, you like him Tessa,” Phoebe said.
 
   “There’s nothing not to like, he’s hot, loves music, and plays sports. When I’m with him it’s like I’m the only person on the planet. Ben has been in three relationships that all ended well and is willing to wait until all the demons are gone from my crazy head. His views on relationships are awesome, it’s two people that respect each other, and he doesn’t share. Just like it’s supposed to be.  Honestly if, I don’t grab him up now, someone else will,” Tessa looked surprised she had said that, they all laughed.
 
   They went to lunch, and as their appetizers were delivered Lucas walked in with a girl. Tessa was shocked, and the girls all looked in the direction she was looking.
 
   Phoebe grabbed her hand under the table and whispered “Tessa, look away.”
 
   Tessa looked at her and felt like she couldn’t breathe.
 
   “I need to go to the bathroom now Phoebe, please.”
 
   Lucas saw them and noticed Phoebe was holding Tessa’s hand. He knew she was probably upset, but what the hell did she expect? She had Ben. He looked over at the table, and Jade was walking towards him.
 
   “Hey Lucas, what are you doing?” 
 
   “Hi Jade, I’m getting lunch. What are you ladies doing?” he smiled.
 
   “Girl stuff --speaking of, who’s your friend Lucas?” Jade pushed her hip against him and scooted in the booth next to him.
 
   “Jade this is Amy, Amy this is Jade, Tommy’s girlfriend.”
 
   “You know Tommy, Amy was it?” 
 
   “I do-- we used to go to school together,” she smiled.
 
   “Well isn’t that special.” Jade smiled. Her smile turned to a scowl as she looked at Lucas, “So Lucas, are you on a date?”
 
   “Amy excuse us please, Jade let’s take a walk,” Lucas all but shoved Jade out of the booth with his hip. He stood up and stormed across the restaurant and she followed him.
 
   “What are you doing Jade?”
 
   “Just meeting your friend,” Jade raised her eyebrow as she put her hands on her hips.
 
   “Okay well what I do is none of your business, or hers,” Lucas pointed to Tessa as she walked by.
 
   “Well genius this isn’t helping your cause, and to think I was giving her a hard time about Ben, guess I’ll switch teams now, asshole,” Jade sneered.
 
   “Jade, Amy is friends with Sadi. I’m here to talk about Sadi. I am not going to take her home and fuck her. And as far as Tessa goes, she can do whatever the hell she wants, there has been way too much damage done there.”
 
   “So you don’t care about her?”
 
   “Actually Jade I’m fucking pissed at her!”
 
   “Why?”
 
   “I don’t want to talk about it! Why don’t you go join the Doe camp crew and let me eat fucking lunch,” Lucas stormed away.
 
   “Good chat Lucas,” Jade called after him.
 
   Lunch was on the table when she got back, “Friend of Sadi’s.”
 
   They finished eating lunch and left. Tessa was angry with herself for getting upset, even more angry that she threw up in the bathroom,
 
   Phoebe had laughed when she threw up, “Look at that, a sign; he even makes me physically sick.”
 
   Tessa went home and showered and shaved her legs. She washed her face and brushed and flossed her teeth. She wasn’t sure what to wear, so she called Jade. Jade told her loose jeans and a very tight shirt. Tessa did as she was told and added brown cowgirl boots, a brown belt and a cropped jacket. Her hair was blown out and down. The way Ben liked it. Her make-up a little heavier than she usually did. She looked good.
 
   


  
 

Chapter 8
 
   Cassidy picked her up and handed Tessa a bowl, “Actually I’m good,” she smiled.
 
   They pulled in, and Tessa got butterflies. It’d only been five days since she’d seen him, but it felt like it was all new again. Tessa walked in, and he was singing. Black jeans and a white tank under a buttoned down gray shirt, he looked hot. His face was beautiful and very boyish, he had big dimples, and he was right about his butt… it was perfect. Tessa stood smiling as she watched him. Ben seemed to be scanning the crowd; she knew he was looking for her. She grabbed Cassidy’s hand and walked as close to the front as she could. Ben saw her and lit up; he winked at her and kept singing. Cassidy and Tessa danced as they watched the band.
 
   His first set was over, and he jumped off stage and grabbed her face and kissed her.
 
   “You look hotter every time I see you, Tess.”
 
   Tessa smiled and stepped back and looked him up and down. She walked around and patted his butt.
 
   “So do you,” he laughed and kissed her again.
 
   Ben went back on, and he played guitar for a few songs and then he sang. Tessa loved to hear him sing. As his eyes bore into her he sang-- making the butterflies turn into humming birds. She lifted her shirt and flashed him. Ben stopped singing and laughed the band stopped.
 
   “Tess, come up here for a minute,” she shook her head no, “You can either come up or I’ll come get you,” Ben raised his eyebrow and held his hand up. He grabbed her and pulled her onstage.
 
   “Tess did you just flash me?”She smiled and slowly shook her head no, “Tess the truth,” she laughed.
 
   “Did the girls miss me?” she laughed, and he dropped to his knees and slowly started to lift her shirt. She pushed his hands away.
 
   “Trust me,” he mouthed.
 
   He kissed her belly and then blew really hard on it. Tessa laughed, and the crowd went wild.
 
   “I think they like you almost as much as I do, smile for them Tess.”
 
   She turned and smiled and waved. Tessa saw Tommy, Jade, Ryan and Lucas standing in the crowd. Jade was smiling. Ryan and Tommy were looking down, and Lucas was pissed.
 
   “Stay up here with me while I finish this song Tess, then you’re going to sing with me,” she smiled at him.
 
   He pulled a stool up and sat her on it and started the song were they left off.
 
   He walked over and kissed her cheek “Do you know Close My Eyes Forever?”
 
   “I do, but I don’t want to screw up,” she shook her head no.
 
   “I have the song on my CD player. We’ll do it next set?” she shook her head yes. “Cool… I can think of something for now.”
 
   She looked at him and shook her head no, and he laughed.
 
   “Okay I got one” he whispered to the other guitarist.
 
   They started playing I Touch Myself. He winked at her, and she laughed and sang it to him, she didn’t dare look out in the crowd. She played the part and danced around while she sang. When she was done, the crowd cheered.
 
   “Awesome job Tessa, but between you and I,” Ben whispered into the mic, “You’ll never have to do that; I’ll take care of you. Alright we have only worked on this for a few days so bare with us.”
 
   They played Zeppelin’s Thank You, he sang to her and smiled, it was perfect. The set was over, and he dragged her off the side and gave her his CD player.
 
   He kissed her “You’ll do awesome.”
 
   Jade ran up and hugged her, “You did excellent! And by the way, he is so damn cute and very into you.”
 
   Tessa hugged her back.”Why is he here?”
 
   Jade whispered, “He wanted to come, sorry, he was well aware of who was playing.”
 
   “Oh,” she was confused. “Hi guys,” Tessa smiled.
 
   They said hello and Lucas rolled his eyes and walked away.
 
   Lucas walked up to a pretty dark haired girl and whispered in her ear, she took his hand.
 
   Tessa turned to find Ben. She hugged him tightly.
 
   “What’s up?”
 
   She pointed to Jade and Tommy and Lucas, and the brunette walking towards the door.
 
   “Company.”
 
   “Does it bother you?” 
 
   “I just don’t know why he had to come here.”
 
   “Me either, but we’re going to have fun anyway,” Ben kissed her, “Practice!”
 
   Ben put the head phones on her. She buried her head against his chest and listened as he glared towards the door
 
   Ben went onstage singing: she watched him and smiled. He truly was amazing. 
 
   “Tess, come on up here,” he said, and everyone cheered. “They still missing me?” he grabbed the bottom of her shirt, she looked away blushing. “You ready to sing with me? You ready to hear Tessa sing again?” he asked, and they all cheered.
 
   He leaned over and kissed her "Just look at me.”
 
   They sang together perfectly, both put so much emotion into it. At the end they stood face to face, looking into each others eyes as they both tried to catch their breath. Ben finally smiled and looked away.
 
   “Let’s hear it for Tess everyone,” she turned and smiled and immediately she saw Lucas making out with the girl.
 
   She watched as he kissed her neck and his hands moved to her breast and she tipped her head back. As they kissed he walked her to the side of the room, and he grabbed her arms and pinned them against the wall, kissing her and grinding against her.
 
   “Tess,” Ben whispered, “You going to stay up here and sing with me again?”
 
   She turned to him and smiled. “Anything you want Ben and I mean anything,” she heard cheering and the crowd going wild, she laughed and kissed him.
 
   Ben smiled and said, “On the ride to your place, we’ll talk about it.”
 
   “You can drive Ben and talk all you want, my mouth will be busy doing something else,” she pulled him by the waist band into her and kissed him. The crowd cheered, and she bit her lip and raised her eyebrow, turned, and walked off stage.
 
   “Alright everyone thanks for coming and goodnight,” Ben started walking off stage, “Oh snap. One more set.”
 
   As she danced she felt someone bumped into her. She glanced over her shoulder, and it was Lucas and number thirteen. Tessa moved, and Jade glared at him, Lucas smirked and moved closer to Tessa.
 
   The song ended.
 
   “Hey Tess, is that asshole bugging you?” Ben asked, “Come on up here girl.”
 
   She smiled, and he pulled her onstage.
 
   “We have got another song for you girl, and all you ladies out there who have encountered douche bag boys like Lucas.”
 
   The ban played Two Princes. Ben jumped around and sang, his moves were amazing; she could not wait to get out of here. Lucas didn’t even respond he was too busy to even come up for air. They did one more song and ended.
 
   Tessa walked off stage and Ben grabbed her and kissed her.
 
   “Are we good?”
 
   “Oh way better than good Ben,” Tessa smiled and her eyes were dancing. “I’m so happy to have you in my life. Let’s help pack up and then I want to go home,” she grinned and looked him over.
 
   “You sure?” 
 
   “Positive.”
 
   Jade and Tommy came up, Tommy shook Ben’s hand. “You’re awesome man.” 
 
   “Thanks, I think she made me look good,” he smiled at Tessa.
 
   “Tessa come to the bathroom with me? Be right back Tommy,” she said and kissed him.
 
   “You okay?” Jade asked when they were in the bathroom.
 
   “Actually, I’m. I’m great,” she smiled. “He and I would have never worked out Jade, I just hope he remembers some of the good times and lets himself open up to someone someday. I’ll always love him in a way. I want him to be as happy as I know I’m going to be.”
 
   “You’re serious aren’t you?” 
 
   “I am.”
 
   Jade’s voice cracked, “I’m so happy for you, I just hope that he and Tommy get along.”
 
   “Are you kidding me? They’re going to get along great. They are a lot alike, well I think so anyway. They both enjoy being happy and can actually show people they care,” Tessa smiled sadly.
 
   “I love you, Tessa.”
 
   “I love you, Jade. Now let’s go get our guys.”
 
   They walked out, and Tommy and Ben were laughing and planning something.
 
   “What are you two doing?” Tessa smiled
 
   “We’re going to find a way to take you girls away for a couple days, over Spring Break. Does that sound okay to you pretty girl?” Tommy smiled.
 
   Tessa smiled at Ben, “That sounds great.”
 
   Jade and Tessa hugged again, and they said goodbye.
 
   “Hey can we all go out for breakfast in the morning? Tess expects me to slave over the stove in the morning and I kind of think I’m going to be a bit tired,” he said laughing and she smacked him in the arm.
 
   “Sounds like a plan, ten sound good?” Tommy asked.
 
   “I don’t know, how long you plan to keep me up tonight” Ben asked laughing as he smiled at Tessa.
 
   “Ten is good,” Tessa said softly.
 
   Tommy and Jade laughed, “Perfect, sounds like we all plan to, tonight,” Tommy smiled.
 
   Tessa and Ben finished helping load the van, both smiling each time their eyes met. They said goodnight and held hands as they walked to the parking lot.  Ben opened the door for her, and she got in. Grabbing the back of her head, he kissed her, his tongue explored her mouth slowly and even slower he pulled back.
 
   “Tess, damn it’s going to be a long ride.”
 
   She was breathing hard and closed her eyes.
 
   “Let’s go, please.”
 
   Ben got in and buckled his seat belt and pulled out onto the four lane city street. He turned on the radio and sat back. She turned in her seat and watched him.
 
   He glanced over at her, “Tess please don’t look at me like that right now.”
 
   “Please don’t tell me what to do Ben,” she said in a soft breathless voice.
 
   “I never would, Tess.”
 
   “Do you promise me you’ll never tell me what to do?”
 
   “Unless you ask for my opinion, guidance, or advice, I’ll try me damndest.”
 
   “Good… remember that,” Tessa lifted the console and unbuckled her seat belt.
 
   She started to undo his pants.
 
   “Tess not now,” Ben strained voice gave out to a groan as her hand slipped beneath his pants.
 
   “Don’t tell me what to do,” she took him in her hand and slowly moved it up and down. 
 
   “Oh shit Tess, please not yet.”
 
   “Hey look there’s Big Ben.” Tessa bent down and kissed his tip.
 
   “Uh Tess, stop now,” he moaned.
 
   “You promised,” she continued stroking him slowly curiously and then wrapped her lips around him.
 
   “Hey girl, we’re getting pulled over by the Police, you may want to rethink that,” Ben hissed.
 
   She opened her eyes and saw flashing lights.
 
   “No way,” she sat up.
 
   Ben did up his pants laughing a low throaty laugh. Tessa sat with her head down.
 
   Ben rolled down the window, and the officer walked up.
 
   “License and registration please.”
 
   Ben took out his license and grabbed the registration.
 
   “Here you go sir.”
 
   “Do you know why I pulled you over?” 
 
   “Sir, no disrespect at all but I’m incredibly uncomfortable right now,” Ben laughed.
 
   “Ben,” Tessa whispered and gave Ben a nasty look.
 
   “Miss, do you know why?” 
 
   “No sir.”
 
   “Did you have your seat belt on when I pulled you over?” 
 
   Ben chuckled.
 
   “Ben, please,” she whispered. “No sir, I didn’t.”
 
   “Could you tell me why?” 
 
   Ben couldn’t hold it in any longer, he started laughing. The officer smiled and looked down.
 
   “Sir, I told her not to.”
 
   “You did?” he looked stunned.
 
   “Holy shit, really??” Tessa sat back and put her head in her hands.
 
   “Yes I did, we’re an hour away from home. Look at her she is fucking hot; I don’t want to just sit there. I’ve been waiting for this since we were kids.”
 
   “My God Ben please,” Tessa begged hoping he would stop.
 
   “Miss, do you have ID?”
 
   “Yes,” she handed it to him.
 
   “Tessa Ross, I know your father,” Tessa covered her mouth and the officer laughed, “Joking, okay you’re both eighteen, have you two been drinking or doing drugs?”
 
   “No sir,” Tessa said, Oh God, she thought, please don’t make me pee in a cup.
 
   “Alright then. Miss, you need to buckle up and stay that way,” he pointed at Tessa.
 
   “Yes Sir.”
 
   “And you son-- drive safely home and have a great night,” the officer gave him a fist bump.
 
   He pulled around them and left. Ben started laughing.
 
   “Did that actually just happen?” Tessa gasped.
 
   Ben laughed harder “I think it did…rethinking that rule, now I have to say I will sometimes tell you what to do.”
 
   She finally laughed and covered her face again. “So how was I doing?” 
 
   Ben pulled her hands away from her face and lifted her chin making her look at him, “Amazing.”
 
   “I want to do it again now.”
 
   “I want you too Tess,” he said. “But I think we should heed his warning.”
 
   They held hands as they drove to the next stop light and stopped. They saw lights up ahead. There was an accident. It was a bus and a midsize SUV. They were too far back to clearly see it. Four Ambulances left the scene. As they got closer Tessa threw her seat belt off.
 
   “Ben! Stop!” she tried to jump out, he grabbed her.
 
   “Hold on Tess.”
 
   Ben pulled over and Tessa started screaming Jade’s name. Ben put the four ways on and unbuckled as he held her back. Ben slid across the seat and wrapped his arm around her waist.
 
   “Tess,” he whispered as he got out and she screamed.
 
   The officer that had just pulled them over walked towards them.
 
   “You two need to stay back,” he cautioned.
 
   Tessa crumbled when she noticed Jade’s purse on the ground. She was screaming her name as she sat on the ground and rocked back and forth cradling herself. Ben squatted behind her and held her.
 
   “Officer, we think that’s Tessa’s cousin. She was with three guys. Could you please tell us if Jade Ross was in that vehicle?” 
 
   “Give me a minute,” it was the longest minute of Tessa’s life. “Yes, she’s on her way to the hospital now, all four of them are.”
 
   “Is she okay” Tessa cried.
 
   Ben watched his eyes.
 
   “She’s going to be okay.”
 
   “Sir what about the other three?” Ben asked watching him carefully as he held Tessa tightly against him.
 
   His eyes closed briefly, and he looked at Ben. “Two of them are in rough shape son.” 
 
   “Okay what hospital?” Ben asked.
 
   “University Hospital,” he answered. “Tessa, it’s not good. You’re going to need to keep it together or you need to stay out of there.”
 
   She looked up at him and shook her head as tears poured down her face. She looked back at the scene and saw a man doing a sobriety test.
 
   “What happened?” she asked quietly.
 
   He knelt down, “Witnesses say that the bus ran a red light and hit the vehicle. Right now we’re pretty sure it’s no fault of the driver of the car your cousin was in.”
 
   “Is the bus driver drunk?” 
 
   “We aren’t sure yet,” he said. “Do you need a ride to the hospital?”
 
   “No, I’ll get her there, thank you, for everything. Are you ready to go Tess?”
 
   “Yes.”
 
   Ben opened the door, and she got in. He reached across and buckled her seat belt. He jumped in and put the hospital in his GPS. They were less than five minutes away.
 
   “Mom,” Tessa said. “Are you working at University tonight?…Okay is Jade there Mom?...Is she okay? ...I’m on my way…I’m with Ben…Ben, my Mom wants to talk to you.”
 
   “Hello,” he said. “Oh…Yes…I will…I believe she has their phone numbers…Ok, thank you. Of course.” Ben hung up, and his face was blank. He sped up a bit and pulled into the emergency lot. She bolted out the door and he ran and grabbed her.
 
   “We need to talk for a minute, Tess.”
 
   “I want to go in now.”
 
   “You need to be prepared Tess,” he took her hand and led her to a bench by the entry.
 
   He sat her down and knelt in front of her. Ben looked in her eyes.
 
   “Jade and Ryan suffered minor injuries, they’re going to be hurting, but they’ll be ok.” He took a deep breath. “Lucas has a large cut on the side of his head and possibly a few broken ribs, he’s in x-ray now. You with me Tessa?”
 
   “Yes, what about Tommy?” she shook her head back and fourth and he held he hand tighter.
 
   “Tessa, Tommy didn’t make it.”
 
    She suddenly stopped breathing, like an elephant was sitting on her chest. “No, Ben that’s wrong.”
 
   “Tess it was instant, he didn’t suffer,” Ben stroked her hair. “Jade doesn’t know yet, none of them do,” Ben’s eyes widened and he blinked holding back tears. “You’re going to have to be very strong right now and if you can’t we need to sit out here until you’re able. None of their parents are here yet. Do you understand?”
 
   She shook her head yes.
 
   “I need to hear it, Tess.”
 
   “I’ll be fine.”
 
   “If you feel yourself falling apart you need to walk away ok? If you’re not comfortable with me being here I’ll wait somewhere else for you Tess, okay?” Ben kissed her hand.
 
   “I don’t want you to go anywhere Ben ever,” she wiped her face.
 
   Ben wanted to believe that, but he knew that again this was not their time. He took her hand and walked in. She stopped and held her stomach. He pulled her into the women’s bathroom and held her hair as she threw up several times. He grabbed paper towels and wet them and washed her face and grabbed some gum out of his pocket and handed it to her. He grabbed her purse and ruffled through it until he found a hair tie. He pulled her hair back and put it in a ponytail. He kissed her.
 
   “You okay now?” 
 
   “Yes, thank you Ben,” she hugged him.
 
   They walked by a vending machine, and he plopped in quarters and got her a ginger ale. Ben opened it and handed it to her. She drank a few sips, and he took it back.
 
   Her Mom met them at the desk, she hugged her tightly and grabbed her face and looked in her eyes.
 
   She looked at Ben, “How is she?”
 
   “She knows, and she’s doing better now. If you’re going to be with her, I’ll wait here until she needs me.”
 
   “Thank you Benjamin,” Maggie hugged him, “Thank you so much.”
 
   He looked at Tessa, “I’m right out here.”
 
   She hugged him tightly, "Ok, thank you Ben.”
 
   Maggie took her hand, and they walked in through the automatic doors. They wheeled Lucas by on a stretcher and Tessa saw his head wrapped in a bloody bandage. Tessa gasped, her mother squeezed her hand. He opened his eyes.
 
   “Tessa,” he groaned as his eyes rolled back.
 
   Tessa stood back holding her handover her mouth not knowing what to say.
 
   Maggie grabbed his chart, “Lucas this is Maggie-- I’m a nurse here. You have a concussion and a pretty large wound on the left side of your head honey. We’re going to stitch you up. You’re going to be fine ok? Your parents have been notified and are on their way.”
 
   His eyes fluttered, “Tessa.”
 
   “Lucas I’m here,” she grabbed his hand, he squeezed it.
 
   “Your dream,” he opened his eyes, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “Lucas its ok,” she kissed his hand.
 
   “Your dream Tessa, who is it?” 
 
   “Lucas you need to rest, I’m going with my mom to check on everyone okay?” He nodded and winced, “You rest, I’ll be back ok?”
 
   “Thank you baby,” he closed his eyes.
 
   “Good job Tessa,” Maggie whispered as they walked into Ryan’s room.
 
   Ryan was sitting up and getting stitches in his left arm. His right arm was badly bruised from the impact, but he was alright.
 
   “Hello Ryan, how are you feeling?”
 
   “I’d be a lot better if I knew how everyone was. Tessa they were using that heart machine on Tommy and I think --well can you find out how he is? Please Tessa,” Ryan’s eyes were watering.
 
   “Well I can tell you I just saw Lucas, and he has to have stitches in his head. That doesn’t sound like much fun does it?” she gave him a weak smile. “Your parents are on their way, and I’ll report back to you okay?”
 
   “Tessa how is Jade; she is going to be a mess.”
 
   Tessa looked at her Mom “Ryan, as soon as we know we’ll tell you, but right now you need to rest okay?” Ryan laid back. By the look in his eyes, he knew. 
 
   They came to Jade’s room. Tessa walked in, and Jade was sitting up wide eyed. She had a few scratches on her left hand.
 
   “Tessa, how did you know we were here?”
 
   “We came up on the accident. The police told us you were here. I saw your purse on the ground. It scared me Jade,” she took a deep breath and tried not to cry.
 
   “Tessa, did Tommy wake up yet?”
 
   Tessa took a deep breath, and Jade searched her face.
 
   “I know he was pretty messed up. I’m sure he had cuts in his mouth because the last time I saw him he had blood coming out of it. And he hurt his ear too Tessa.” Each time she mentioned an injury her voice broke a bit more. Tessa was taking deep breaths trying not to cry. “There was blood in it to. Tessa they used the machine that shocks people’s hearts on Tommy,” she had tears rolling down her face. “Did you see him yet?”
 
   Tessa shook her head no.
 
   A nurse came in and handed Maggie her chart.
 
   Maggie read it and took a deep breath, “Tessa could you please give Jade and I a minute?”
 
   “No, Aunt Maggie, I think I need Tessa to come sit with me now,” more tears rolled down her face. “Tessa, please get under these covers and hold me. I think I’m going to fall apart,” she was shaking.
 
   Tessa told her to lie down, kicked her shoes off, and climbed under the covers and hugged Jade.
 
   “Tessa he’s gone isn’t he?” Tessa closed her eyes and pulled Jades head to her chest.
 
   Tessa looked at Maggie, “Ok Jade, we did blood work to test a few things, are you sure you want Tessa in here Jade,” she shook her head yes. “Jade honey,” she sat on the other side of her and rubbed her back, “this test says you’re pregnant.”
 
   “Tommy and I are going to have a baby?” Jade cried softly. “Tessa did you hear that?” she smiled. “I want to see him so I can tell him… I know he will wake up then.” She cried harder, “Tommy’s going to miss this.”
 
   “Jade we need to take you down and do an ultra sound. Tessa’s going to need to leave for this okay?”
 
   “You’ll be back right? You can’t leave me Tessa.”
 
   “I’ll be here Jade, I promise.”
 
   Tessa walked into the waiting room, and Ben jumped up and walked towards her. She grabbed him and hugged him.
 
   “Ben,” Tessa whispered.
 
   Ben kissed her head and sat down and pulled her on his lap, she started to cry. He ran his hands through her hair and hugged her.
 
   Tessa saw the parents come in, first Ryan’s then Tommy’s. Uncle Jack came in next and Lucas’s Mom right behind him.  They all stood at the desk. Tessa walked up and hugged her uncle; he grabbed her and hugged her back. Lucas’s Mom looked at her, she held her hand. Maggie came out and took Tommy’s parents into a room, and his mothers scream echoed throughout the ER.
 
   “Tessa is Lucas…” she started to cry.
 
   “Lucas is going to be fine… physically,” Tessa hugged her. “Uncle Jack, Jade is too, and Ryan is good. None of them have been told yet. Jade is having some testing.”
 
   They heard Lucas yelling at the nurses, “What the fuck is going on? Where’s Tommy? I want to see him now!”
 
   Tessa grabbed his mom’s hand and led her back to his room.
 
   “Lucas your mom is here,” Kate hugged him tightly, and he cried.
 
   Lucas looked up and saw Tessa standing there, he was crying, he looked at her confused.
 
   “Tessa?” he said, “Where’s Tommy?” he wiped his tears away, and she stood frozen. His eyes bored into hers: “Damn it Tessa, where is he!”
 
   She took a deep breath and walked over to him and grabbed his hand. He looked at her and shook his head and winced, he pulled her towards him.
 
   “Just fucking say it!” he yelled. She closed her eyes and took a deep breath. He let go of her hand and grabbed Tessa’s face. “Tell me!” 
 
   “Lucas… he’s gone,” Tessa whispered as tears fell down her cheek.
 
   He let go of her and tried to stand up, Maggie walked in.
 
   “Lucas you’re going to need to sit down honey okay,” and he did. She looked at the other nurse and shook her head yes. “We’re going to give you something to help you relax.”
 
   The nurse put a syringe into his IV, and he looked at Tessa.
 
   “Please baby,” he said immediately feeling the effects of the drugs, “don’t leave me.”
 
   She took his hand and helped him into bed. He pulled her towards him and she sat on his bed and held him until he fell asleep.
 
   “Tessa they’re bringing Jade up now,” Maggie whispered.
 
   “Okay Momma.” She loosened her hand from Lucas’s tight grip and handed it to his Mom “I’ll be back later,” she hugged her and walked down the hall.
 
   Mr. and Mrs. Brooks were in with Ryan. 
 
   Tessa walked in. “You okay Ryan?”
 
   “How is Jade?” 
 
   “She’s coming back up now. She had to have a test done.”
 
   “So he’s gone right? Tommy’s gone?”
 
   Tessa shook her head yes and hugged him. He hugged her and looked at her. “How is Lucas?” 
 
   “He’s asleep,” she cleared her throat, “They gave him something to help him sleep.”
 
   Ryan wiped away her tears and hugged her, “You need to go be with Jade now, Tessa. She’s going to need you.”
 
   “They’re both going to need us, Ryan,” he hugged her again.
 
   “Well lucky for them, we’re here,” Ryan smiled through falling tears. “Now go.”
 
   She walked into Jade’s room, and Uncle Jack looked at her.
 
   “Does she know yet?” he asked.
 
   “I think she knows, but no one has officially told her. They were waiting for you,” she held his hand.
 
   He hugged her, “This is not going to be good Tessa, can you be strong for her?”
 
   “Of course I can. We are Ross’. We’ll be okay,” Tessa forced a smile on her face.
 
   They wheeled her in, and Jade saw her father.
 
   “Daddy,” she said and smiled softly, “Tommy, and I are going to have a baby, please don’t be mad… we love each other.”
 
   Jack looked at his little girl and said nothing.
 
   “Uncle Jack,” Tessa whispered, “We need to be strong for her.”
 
   “How long have you know?”
 
   “I just found out Daddy. I need to tell Tommy so he’ll wake up,” she began crying. “He isn’t waking up is he Daddy?” Jack shook his head no. “I love him Daddy please… he has to wake up, I love him.”
 
   “Oh Jade, we’ll get through this one too,” he hugged her and held her tight.
 
   Maggie walked in.
 
   “Momma, please give her something she needs to sleep,” Tessa cried.
 
   “No Tessa, I have a beautiful baby growing in my belly. I don’t need anything,” she said.
 
   “Jade we’re going to give you a little something, it’s perfectly safe for the baby, okay?” Maggie said.
 
   “No, I want to see him before I sleep; I need to see him please! I need to tell him he’s going to be a Daddy,” Jade sobbed.
 
   “Jade,” Tessa softly rubbed her back “Tommy already knows. He’s holding his little soul in heaven, he already knows him,” tears fell down her face.
 
   Jade turned to her, “He does, doesn’t he, Tessa?”
 
   She hugged Tessa, and they cried together.
 
   Maggie turned and saw Tommy’s parents standing at the door. She smiled at them and motioned them in. Tommy’s Mom stroked Jade’s long black hair and Jade looked up.
 
   “I’m so sorry,” Jade cried.
 
   His mom hugged her. They cried together.
 
   “Jade are you pregnant?” 
 
   “I guess I am,” she touched her belly.
 
   “How far along are you?”
 
   She held up a picture and handed it to her.
 
   “This says I’m ten weeks,” she said softly.
 
   “You didn’t know?” 
 
   “No, not until an hour ago. I need to see him, I need to tell him,” Jade said as tears ran down her face.
 
   Tommy’s mom looked at Maggie.
 
   “Can she see him?” she asked softly.
 
   “If that’s what she wants. I’ll go get a wheel chair. Jade are you sure?” Maggie asked.
 
   “Yes, can Tessa come with me?” 
 
   “Of course, honey.”
 
   Tessa wheeled Jade down the hall with Tommy’s parents. They stopped outside the door next to Lucas’s room.
 
   “We’ll give you a minute before we come in,” Mrs. Lane said softly.
 
   They walked through the door, and Jade cried loudly.
 
   “Oh Tommy please, please wake up,” she stood and hugged his lifeless body.
 
   Tessa stroked her hair, while they both said their goodbyes. 
 
    
 
   He just looked like he was sleeping.
 
   ~
 
   Lucas woke and heard her. He stood up.
 
   “Lucas you need to lay back down honey,” his Mom said.
 
   “No, I don’t, I need to go out there,” he got up and pulled his IV out.
 
   He saw Tommy’s parents standing by the door. They hugged him.
 
   ~
 
   “Tommy I love you and have since the day I saw your beautiful smile,” Jade said. “I need to tell you something. You’re going to be a Daddy. Tessa says you already know, and that and the two of you are in heaven together. Please Tommy, if you can’t wake up I need you to hold our baby tight and let him know you until I get to see his beautiful face. I promise I’ll take good care of him then, but right now as he is sitting on your lap, teach him about who you are. The beautiful person you are,” She sobbed “I love you Thomas James. I love you so much!”
 
   The door opened, and Tommy’s parents and Lucas walked in, Ryan was behind them. Lucas looked at him and stood shocked, he stumbled back, and Tessa caught him. She grabbed a chair and made him sit. He held her hand, and she rubbed his back with the other. Lucas looked at the ground, and tears fell.
 
   “He looks beautiful doesn’t he Lucas?” Jade said as she hugged Tommy, “He’s sleeping until we see him again someday.”
 
   Jade took Tommy’s hand and placed it on her belly and kissed his head over and over again.
 
   She took Lucas’s hand and placed it on her belly.
 
   “Part of Tommy is right here. We’re going to have a baby and that baby is going to need to know all about Tommy. Can you help me with that; can you be strong for Tommy?” Jade said crying.
 
   Lucas looked up at her and shook his head.
 
   “Ryan,” Jade said, “You can help too, okay?” she hugged him. “You helped me through my brothers. I’m going to need you for this too, okay?”
 
   “Jade anything you need,” Ryan said, “I’ll always be here, always.”
 
   She climbed up next to Tommy and hugged him and kissed his face.
 
   “Tommy we’re going to be okay, you take care of our baby for now, my love. I promise I’ll see you again someday,” she sobbed and so did everyone in the room, “Tessa, I don’t want to leave him, I can’t leave him,” Tessa hugged her. “This hurts so badly!”
 
   Maggie walked in, her eyes red and burning “Jade I’m going to give you a shot, okay?”
 
   “Okay Aunt Maggie,” she cried.
 
   She clung to Tommy and they stayed until she started to get sleepy. Jack picked her up and walked out of the room.
 
   Tessa bent down and kissed Tommy’s head, “I’ll get them through this, I promise.”
 
   She looked at Ryan “You want to say something to him?”
 
   Ryan put his hand on Tommy’s head and closed his eyes and then walked out.
 
   Tessa bent down, “Lucas,” he looked at her. “It’s time to say goodbye for now.”
 
   She whispered and kissed his head.
 
   Lucas shook his head no. Tessa held his hand until he finally stood up and stroked his hair, “Goodbye for now, brother,” he closed his eyes as tears fell.
 
   He was shaky as he started to walk out; Tessa put his arm around her shoulder and helped him. They stopped at Tommy’s parents, he hugged them both and Tessa helped him to his room.
 
   Lucas sat on the bed and wrapped his arms around her, his head rested on her chest. She rubbed and kissed his head.
 
   “Lucas, you need to sleep,” she said softly.
 
   He looked up at her, “You do too, Tessa.”
 
   “I’m going to have my mom give you something to help you sleep okay?” 
 
   He shook his head yes, she turned to leave.
 
   “Tessa wait, what you said to Jade? Do you actually believe that, you know the stuff she told Tommy?” 
 
   She walked over and squatted down.
 
   “Yes Lucas, I do. Just like I know he has met your child and I’m sure the two of them are already the best of friends,” she smiled and a tear rolled down her face.
 
   “You’re sure?”
 
   “Yes I am.”
 
   He hugged her and she held him.
 
   Maggie came into the room and gave him a shot to relax him. After a few minutes he started to relax, she lifted his feet onto the bed and covered him up.
 
   He looked at her, “Baby, thank you.”
 
   She hugged his Mom and went to check on Jade, she was asleep in Jack’s arms. She walked out and Ryan and his parents were in the waiting room with Ben. Ryan stood up and hugged her.
 
   “That was beautiful Tessa,” he kissed her cheek.
 
   “Ryan they’re going to need us for a long time,” she started to cry.
 
   “We can do that, I’ve always tried to watch out for Jade, ever since the boy’s accident,” Ryan said.
 
   “You love her don’t you?” Tessa whispered.
 
   “Always have, always will.” Ryan said sadly.
 
   “Your secret is safe with me,” Tessa hugged him.
 
   “They’re making me go home. Will you call me and let me know how things are going?”
 
   She shook her head yes.
 
   Tessa turned around and Ben was sitting drinking coffee. There were three empty cups in front of him, she smiled and walked over to him. She sat down and took his hand.
 
   “Hey Ben.”
 
   “How you holding up, Tess?” 
 
   “Good,” she tried to smile.
 
   She hugged him and cried as he held her.
 
   Maggie came out, “Tessa, why don’t you let Ben take you home?”
 
   “I can’t leave them,” she stood up, “Jade needs me.”
 
   “Honey, Jade’s sleeping. When she wakes up she’s going to be released. Uncle Jack and I talked, he’s taking the week off, he’ll be there. You need to sleep so you can be there, too,” Tessa looked at her searching for more. “The same thing with Lucas, he’s okay and he’ll be going home today, his Mother will take him home. I will let them both know I sent you home and that you will see them later. Ben-- you okay to drive?”
 
   “Sure am Maggie,” Ben smiled.
 
   Tessa went to check on them and told Lucas’s mother she was being forced to go home, and to please let her know if they needed anything, she programmed her number into her phone and hugged her.
 
   “As long as you’re alright, he will be too,” Tessa said.
 
   “I think that’s true of both of us Tessa, he misses you badly.”
 
   “I know how he feels,” Tessa leaned over and kissed Lucas and wiped his tear stained cheek she held his head between her hands and rubbed his cheek. She pressed her forehead against his and then kissed his nose. She stood remembering Kate was in the room. She wiped her eyes and walked out.
 
   Tessa had the same conversation with Uncle Jack.
 
   “How are you doing with all this baby stuff?” she asked him.
 
   “Alright. If that’s what gets her through…so be it. Don’t get me wrong-- if the circumstances were different she would be in deep shit. But she’s my baby, Tessa… and she’s going through so much, I can’t be angry with her. I’m just going to have to figure it out alone, just like she will,” He hugged his little girl who was asleep in his arms.
 
   “I’m going to be here every step of the way, I promise.”
 
   “I know Tessa, I know,” she hugged him and kissed Jade before she left.
 
   They walked out and Ben opened her door and immediately buckled Tessa’s seat belt. He got in and pulled out onto the road. She unbuckled and lifted the console and sat next to him leaning her head on his shoulder.
 
   “Tess come on girl, buckle please.”
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   They pulled into the farm, and he kissed her cheek watching her sleep, he brushed her hair away from her face. Damn it, he thought as he closed his eyes and kissed her head again.
 
   “You’re home Tess,” she sat up and felt a lump in her throat.
 
   Her lip started quivering, and she followed him out of the truck. Ben turned and grabbed her hand, and she hugged him and cried. Her brothers, sister, and John walked out. She didn’t let go of Ben. He rubbed her back and answered all their questions.
 
   “Let’s go inside Tess,” Ben whispered.
 
   They went in and sat in the living room. Chewy jumped on her lap and licked her face, she pet him and sat silent for awhile.
 
   “Ben,” she whispered, and he hugged her as she cried more.
 
   “I need a shower,” she walked into the bathroom and grabbed him a towel and washcloth.
 
   She came out and handed it to him, he smiled. “You remember where the other shower is?”
 
   When she was finished she walked out wrapped in a towel. He sat on the couch with her family. Ben looked at her and then closed his eyes and looked down. She is beautiful, he thought.
 
   “Are you hungry Tessa?” John asked.
 
   Tessa was in the kitchen and started going through the cupboards.
 
   “No, but I need to cook, I have to make something for Jade and Tommy’s family, and Ryan and Lucas. We don’t have anything I need.”
 
   She sat down and read over her list. She grabbed the Jeep key’s and started out the door.
 
   “Tessa you need to sleep, the kids and I will go get the stuff you need. You go lay down-- I’ll wake you when I get back. Ben are you staying awhile?” John asked.
 
   “Yes, as long as you guys need,” Ben said watching Tessa from the corner of his eye.
 
   “Good, make sure she sleeps, please. We’ll be back soon,” John and the kids left.
 
   Ben took her hand and pulled her up “Let’s go.”
 
   He grabbed a pillow and set it on the couch, she lay down, and he grabbed a blanket to cover her up.
 
   “Ben, please lay down with me,” she said quietly.
 
   They fell asleep.
 
   Chewy barked and Tessa jumped up. Ben sat up and looked at her, “You okay?” 
 
   “Yes Ben, thank you,” she hugged him.
 
   She stood up and went to the bathroom and brushed her teeth.
 
   She walked out and got busy cooking. Ben helped her. Tessa knew she was falling for him, and she was sure he was falling, too.
 
   “Ben I’m so glad you’re here.”
 
   “Tess, it’ll be hard either way,” he hugged her. She started to tear up again. “Come on girl, we have LOTS to do.”
 
   They made Ziti, scalloped potatoes, lasagna and chicken casserole.
 
   Tessa’s phone rang-- it was her mom; they were releasing Jade and Lucas in an hour. It was four o’clock. 
 
   She looked at Ben, and he looked at her. 
 
   “You’re going to be busy all week, Tessa. I looked at the calendar and saw your play was this week,” Ben rubbed her cheek
 
   “Oh I can’t do that, I just can’t,” Tessa began to panic.
 
   Ben kissed her, “Yes, you can Tess.”
 
   “No, I can’t,” she yelled and tried to catch her breath.
 
   Ben kissed her again and held her until she relaxed.
 
   “You can do anything Tess; you’ve already been through so much.”
 
   “Three losses in six weeks” she whispered.
 
   He smiled softly, “Then it’s over Tess, they come in threes.”
 
   “I have heard that, no four, Lucas’s baby…God I can’t do this!” Tessa cried as he held her, “I can’t do this to you.”
 
   “Tess I’m going to be here if you need me. I know that this is a horrible time for you,” he stopped. He wanted to tell her he was falling in love with her. He wanted to just fucking stay here and help her. He knew that would be making her dependent on him, making her feel like she needed him and he wouldn’t do to her what he saw her and Lucas do to each other. It wasn’t right, and as badly as he wanted her, he knew that she was easily going to fall back into old habits. He just had to believe that she would figure it out for herself. Tessa was stubborn and him pointing that all out would just cause upset, and she’d already had enough of that. She will figure it out.
 
   The timer went off, and she jumped. Ben helped her get the food out and covered.
 
   “Hey girl I have to go soon. You’re going to be okay,” Ben hugged her.
 
   She took a deep breath and looked at him. “If you say so.”
 
   “Oh wow, now she listens,” Ben smiled.
 
   She helped him get his stuff into the truck. He hugged her and kissed her face.
 
   “I’ll see you Thursday night Tessa,” he smiled.
 
   “Okay…for what did I miss something?”
 
   “Opening night.”
 
   “Oh Ben that’s a long drive for an hour and a half,” Tessa shook her head no.
 
   “To watch you sing on stage, it’ll be well worth it.”
 
   “Please drive safe Ben,” she said sadly, “Please.”
 
   He hugged her and kissed her again. “I will I promise.”
 
   ~
 
   Tessa and Alex got the food in the Jeep and went to Tommy’s first. They knocked on the door, and his mother answered.
 
   “Hi, we just wanted to drop this off for you and your family,” Alex handed her the dishes.
 
   “Thank you,” she wiped her eyes. “We’re meeting with the funeral director in the morning, and after we thought maybe you would all like to come over and help us finalize the plans.”
 
   “Of course,” Tessa hugged her.
 
   They drove to Lucas’s and he and his mother pulled in beside them. Alex got out and opened the door for Lucas.
 
   “Hey Alex,” Lucas got out of the car smirking, he was obviously high on pain meds, “Hey Baby,” he smiled, “Oh shit I mean Tessa, your boyfriend still around?” he asked acting pissy.
 
   “No, Lucas,” she looked at him full of guilt.
 
   “Hello Tessa,” his mother stepped between them, “Thank you. You didn’t have to.”
 
   She carried the food in the house, and Alex helped Lucas stumble in.
 
   Tessa followed them into the living room, with a plate of food.
 
   “Here Lucas, you should eat,” she said softly.
 
   “And you should stop looking at me like you feel sorry for me Tessa, it pisses me off!”
 
   “I’m sorry Lucas I just thought you might be hungry,” she sat it down and turned and walked out of the room.
 
   “Lucas, she’s just being nice.” Alex said.
 
   “Sorry man.”
 
   “We have stuff to take to Jade’s. If you need anything call me, I’m here,” Alex said.
 
   He looked to the kitchen and saw Tessa hugging his mom.  And they left. He ate and fell asleep on the couch.
 
   ~
 
   They stopped at the store before they went to Jade’s.  Tessa bought some parenting magazines, pickles, and peanut butter. Her hope was to give Jade something to look forward to.
 
   They walked in, and Jade was asleep on the couch. Uncle Jack thanked them and asked if they would stay and wait until she woke up. They sat and watched her sleep for about an hour, she woke up screaming. Tessa sat beside the couch and rubbed her back.
 
   “Tessa, I miss him.”
 
   “I’m sorry,” Tessa said “So sorry,” she sat and snuggled with her. “Uncle Jack can I stay the night?”
 
   “Of course.”
 
   Alex left and headed back to Lucas’s for a bit. They didn’t talk much, but Lucas was glad he was there.
 
   Jade woke up screaming every three hours and Tessa held her each time.
 
   The next morning Tessa woke, and Jade was already up. She was sitting on the couch looking through one of the magazines Tessa had brought.
 
   “This is how I’m going to get through this, huh Tessa?” 
 
   “Of course.”
 
   “Okay then,” Jade said. “It hurts Tessa, really bad.”
 
   “I am so sorry Jade.”
 
   “You just lost Toby, and you seemed to be okay.”
 
   “That was different from you and Tommy. And you are having a baby, thank God because if you acted the way I did in the beginning we would be in deep trouble,” Tessa joked. It hit Tessa that she really hadn’t had time to grieve; on the heels of Ann’s death was Toby’s and then Lucas’s baby, and now Tommy. None of it was alright, but she couldn’t afford to waste anymore time feeling sorry for herself for the things she couldn’t change. 
 
   “If you say so, you just didn’t get the chance to see him every day, or hug him and kiss him, or touch him every single day. You didn’t just know he would hold your hand and eat lunch with you or throw pebbles at your window every other night and sneak in and stay all night telling you and showing you how special you were to him,” she began to cry, “Tessa before the first time he gave me a ring and asked me to marry him on one knee with flowers. We even exchanged vows in front of God. Tessa, to him and I, we were forever,” Jade sobbed.
 
   “Jade you are forever. In here,” she touched her heart, “and in here,” she rubbed Jade’s belly. “In just a few short months you get to see him in your child’s eyes every day Jade, you can grieve for awhile, but after that for your child-- you need to celebrate Tommy’s life every day. By the way… it’s a boy.” She smiled and cried as she hugged Jade. “I love you Jade, and I know you’re going to be fine. The three of us,” she said rubbing her belly “are going to be better than fine, we’re going to be great.”
 
   They left to go to Tommy’s house. Tessa drove Jade, and they held hands the whole way, except of course when she had to shift. They walked in, and Alex, Lucas, and Ryan were already there. Tessa had made a fruit and vegetable platter with dips and bread. Lucas shook his head when he saw her carrying in food. She ignored him knowing he was hurting, and if he needed to lash out at her then she would let him.
 
   The family viewing would be on Wednesday night at seven, the calling hours would be from one to four in the afternoon and six to nine that evening. The funeral was at the church on Friday morning. They asked Ryan, Alex, and Lucas to be pall bearers along with three of Tommy’s relatives. They were going to find someone to sing.
 
   “Tessa sings and Ryan’s sister plays piano. I’m sure they could do it,” Tessa looked at the floor and swallowed hard.
 
   “Tessa, would you?” Tommy’s mother asked.
 
   “Sure I will, could you tell me what song,” she asked.
 
   “Do you have any suggestions?” 
 
   “I will get a list for you and drop it off tomorrow if that’s okay?” Tessa smiled sympathetically.
 
   Before Tessa and Jade left, Tessa looked towards the family room and saw Lucas looking through pictures with Tommy’s sisters. He looked alright. She needed him to be alright.
 
   ~
 
   Jade woke every three hours again, and Tessa got up with her. Jade had already missed Monday and would be missing Thursday and Friday, so they decided to go to school. Tessa talked her into it.
 
   They walked into school together, and Alex and Lucas stood at their lockers, they were surrounded by cheerleaders and ball players. Tessa looked at them as she walked by holding Jade’s hand. They sat at lunch together. Lucas looked at the table the whole time and as soon as the bell rang he shot out the door.
 
   Tessa walked after him and grabbed his hand, “Lucas how are you?”
 
   “I’m fine Tessa. How’s Jade?” Lucas asked in a very cool tone.
 
   “She’s going to be okay. She wakes up every three hours having horrible dreams,” Tessa said looking down.
 
   “You’re staying with her?”
 
   “Of course.”
 
   “Good.”
 
   “Are you okay?” Tessa asked.
 
   “I told you, I’m fine Tessa,” he started to walk away.
 
   She grabbed his arm, “Hey Lucas,” she hugged him. He stood motionless, and she looked up at him, “I’m so sorry.”
 
   “Tessa… I know.”
 
   “Lucas don’t push me away…. We’re friends.”
 
   “No Tessa, we’re not,” he looked down into her wounded eyes. “We can’t be. I understand that now. You need to do the same.”
 
   Her eyes filled up, “Okay I’m sorry.”
 
   Tessa let go and stepped back and Lucas walked away.
 
   She walked into the locker room. She looked at her phone, she had a message from her mother and Ben, both just checking to see how she was, and she replied to both that things were fine.
 
   That night Tessa went to play practice. She walked out into the night air and stared up at the sky. She stood there and just breathed. She thought of everything that had gone on since September. Seven months, over half a year of her life had been hell.  And for the next seven months she had to keep it together, for Jade. She had only a few hours of sleep a night and was exhausted. She was so sick of crying and so sick of trying to please him, to no avail.
 
   Tessa got in the Jeep and drove home to grab some clothes. He father was there with the kids. She walked in and hugged them “I miss you,” she kissed them and went upstairs and threw some stuff in her bag and headed out the door.
 
   Tessa pulled into Jade's, and Lucas’ SUV was in the driveway. She sat in the Jeep for a few minutes and finally got out, took a deep breath and walked in. He and Jade were sitting with Ryan, Becca, and Phoebe at the table. She walked in and said hi and kissed Jade’s head and walked by. She went in and sat at the coffee table and took her homework out and started it. She heard them talk and once in awhile laugh. She finished her chemistry and started reading. She fell asleep curled in a blanket in a chair with her book on her knees. She woke up to Jade’s screams and ran in. She woke her up and lay with her. She saw the books on her nightstand, the one’s she had given Lucas.  She lay down and fell asleep with Jade.
 
   She went to school and sat with them at lunch and read her lines as she ate an apple.
 
   “Tessa your play is this week.”
 
   “Yep, starts tomorrow night. So I won’t be able to be at the evening calling hours Jade, I’m sorry,” Tessa said apologetically.
 
   “Oh Tessa you haven’t slept. You have to go home tonight.”
 
   “No, I don’t I’ll be fine,” Tessa said and to avoid the argument she got up and left.
 
   The dress rehearsal was a success. When she got to Jade’s they were all there again. The family viewing had been that night, and she was sure it was a rough night for Jade.  She walked in, and they all sat in the living room.
 
   “Hello everyone.”
 
   “Hello Tessa,” they all said, except for Lucas, he just looked at the floor.
 
   Tessa wondered if he was intentionally trying to avoid eye contact or if he was really falling apart. She wondered if his mother was alright, and if he had talked to Audrianna and his father.
 
   Tessa realized she was staring at him and looked around; everyone else seemed to notice it too. She walked into the bathroom and wanted to scream. She washed off the rest of the makeup and brushed her teeth.
 
   “Are you alright in there?” Phoebe tapped on the door.
 
   “Yep, I will be out in a minute,” Tessa answered as she tried to pull it together.
 
   Tessa came out and sat on the floor. She grabbed a blanket and grabbed her book. Within minutes, she was asleep.
 
   “Is she okay Jade?” Phoebe asked.
 
   “I think so, I’m not sure,” Jade replied.
 
   Phoebe went over and felt her head.
 
   “She’s warm. Hey Tessa wake up,” Phoebe shook her a bit.
 
   Tessa shook her head no. Jade went and grabbed a thermometer and stuck it in her ear. Tessa woke up, “What was that for,” Tessa asked holding her ear.
 
   “You have a fever Tessa,” Phoebe said.
 
   “I’m fine,” Tessa said and stood up. She was embarrassed. She walked into Jade’s room and made a bed on the floor and lay down.
 
   Phoebe walked in and gave her Tylenol and a cup of water.
 
   “Tessa just take these please.”
 
   She did and fell asleep on the floor.
 
   She woke to Jade’s screams and woke her up and talked until she fell asleep. It happened more that night. Tessa knew it was because of the viewing.
 
   ~
 
   Today the drama club was putting on a scene in front of the school, it went well. She could see Lucas from where she stood as she sang. He looked right through her.
 
   After school Tessa went to Jade’s and for once helped her get ready. Jade wore black dress pants and a button up shirt and Tessa wore black tank dress with a gray waist length cardigan. Both wore their hair down and straight and light makeup. At three o’clock they left and held hands as they walked into the funeral home. Tommy’s family sat and cried.
 
   “Jade I’ll be in the back if you need me.”
 
   She went down the line of chairs and hugged each one and gave her condolences.
 
   She came to Lucas and looked at him and took a deep breath and hugged him.
 
   “Lucas I’m very sorry.”
 
   Lucas returned her hug and said “Thank You.”
 
   His cheek touched hers, “Tessa you’re very warm come with me.”
 
   ~
 
   Lucas grabbed her hand and walked outside and opened his SUV door. He told her to get in. He drove to the pharmacy and got out.
 
   “I will be right back.”
 
   He returned with some sort of thermometer, Tylenol and water. He opened the package and read the instructions; he ran it across her forehead and read it.
 
   “You have a 101 temperature, take these,” Lucas handed her two Tylenol and opened a water bottle and handed it to her.
 
   He pulled out of the pharmacy and turned left.
 
   “Lucas you’re going the wrong way.”
 
   “No Tessa, you are going home.”
 
   “No Lucas, I need to be there for Jade.”
 
   “You have been, and now you’re sick, someone else can stay with her tonight.”
 
   “Lucas, please turn around. I’m not going home.”
 
   Lucas pulled into her driveway and reached across her and opened the door.
 
   “Out Tessa now,” she looked at him confused, “Now damn it!”
 
   She got out and went inside and cried.
 
   She sent a text to Cassidy
 
   -hey Cassidy could you pick me up before the play? I’m without a vehicle...T
 
   -of course …C
 
   Tessa grabbed some chicken bouillon and heated water; she drank it and felt better. She ate a couple crackers and went and started a load of laundry. She lay on the couch and snuggled with Chewy and fell asleep. Her phone alarm went off, and she jumped up. She made a thermos full of hot water with bullion. She brushed her teeth and grabbed the Tylenol and put it in her bag.
 
   ~
 
   The play was going great; at intermission she took more Tylenol and drank her hot water. They received a standing ovation at the end. She went back stage and was putting her gown back into the dressing room.
 
   “Hey hot stuff,” she heard
 
   Tessa turned around.
 
   “Ben,” she yelled and hugged him.
 
   He gave her a dozen roses.
 
   “You were amazing,” Ben kissed her, “You’re hot.”
 
   “Why thank you,” she smiled. “You’re not so bad yourself, and the flowers Ben are gorgeous.”
 
   Ben laughed, and she hugged him, “Tessa-- you feel very warm.”
 
   “Yeah I think I’m sick,” Tessa said, “But the show must go on.”
 
   “Hey Cassidy? Can you take a picture of Tess and I with my phone, please? Thanks,” he smiled his dazzling smile.
 
   “Okay girl… how’re you doing?”
 
   “Honestly --I’m horrible,” she laughed. “This is the first time I have smiled since we got pulled over,” they both laughed.
 
   “Well what have you been up to?” 
 
   She told him everything, even about Lucas and how he was acting and how it made her feel. Ben hugged her.
 
   “Tessa, you’re grieving and so are they. I’m here when you need me.  I hate to do this, but I have to go. I have a game tomorrow, and if I go now I’ll be home by 2,” Ben kissed her and hugged her.
 
   “Please let me know when you get there and please Ben… drive safely.”
 
   ~
 
   Cassidy dropped her off to get her Jeep, Toby’s Jeep. She started to get in.
 
   “Tessa what are you doing?” Lucas asked scowling.
 
   “Getting the Jeep.”
 
   “Why?” he demanded.
 
   “So I could get to Jade’s.”
 
   “Becca is staying with her tonight,” Lucas told her.
 
   “Well so am I,” she shot back at him.
 
   “You’re sick and are going home.”
 
   “You don’t get to tell me what to do Lucas,” he voice broke and she cleared her throat.
 
   She got in the Jeep and went to start it; he reached in and pulled the keys out.
 
   “Where have you been tonight?” he asked when he saw the makeup.
 
   “Our play started tonight, that’s where I was. I was on stage and singing and pretending I was someone else for two hours. Now please give me back my keys.”
 
   “Who are the flowers from Tessa?” Lucas asked scowling.
 
   “Ben, he came to see the play tonight.”
 
   He opened the door and took her by the arm and brought her to his vehicle and pushed her in the seat. He drove to her house and reached across her and opened the door.
 
   “Go inside Tessa!”
 
   “Fuck you Lucas,” she yelled.
 
   She got out and started walking down the road. He pulled up beside her and got out and grabbed her arm and shoved her in the car.
 
   “No, fuck you Tessa. You get in that fucking house and go to bed!”
 
   She wiped the tears from her face, “You’re scaring me.”
 
   “Good,” Lucas pulled in. “Now get the fuck out.”
 
   She ran inside and locked the door. She text Jade and Phoebe and asked if everything was alright. They responded and told her they were good and hoped she felt better for tomorrow. The funeral, she was singing.
 
   She lay down and cried herself to sleep.
 
   She woke up, and Alex and Lucas were standing over her. She pulled the blanket over her head.
 
   “Tessa are you feeling alright?” Alex asked.
 
   Tessa took a deep breath and coughed, her throat was on fire. She stood up and shook her head yes. She ran down the stairs and warmed up water and mixed some salt into it. She gargled and spit. She turned around, and they were standing there. Both wore suits and ties and looked very handsome. She turned on the tea pot to heat some water. She grabbed a lemon out of the fridge and sliced a big chunk and put it in her mouth and bit down. She made a nasty face and jumped around a little. Alex laughed, and Lucas bit his cheek so he would not smile. She looked down and realized she was in underwear and a tank top. Her face turned red as she walked into the bathroom.
 
   She showered and brushed her teeth. She washed her face and wrapped a towel around herself and ran up the stairs and dressed. She came down in the knee length grey dress and black cardigan. She dried her hair and went out to the kitchen. There was a cup of hot tea on the table.
 
   “You ready?”
 
   “Tessa are you feeling okay?” Alex asked.
 
   “I’m fine.”
 
   They all got into Lucas’s vehicle and drove to the church. Alex saw his parents and walked over to them. Tessa watched Lucas put on sunglasses and grab Visine out of the glove box.
 
   “Tessa are you sure you’re going to be able to do this?” Lucas asked.
 
   “I said I’m fine,” she got out.
 
   She wanted to yell at him after his stunt yesterday. But knew now was not the time.
 
   Within an hour, the church was packed with people. Many were kids from their old school. Tessa sat with Jade who was sitting quietly and holding her hand.
 
   “You alright Jade? Do you need anything?” 
 
   “I need this nightmare to be over. I need him to wake up,” Jade said, and a tear fell.
 
   Lucas sat on the other side of Jade and didn’t move. His eyes were fixed on the box that his friend lay in. Several people came up to him and patted his shoulder and he just sat there. Frozen.
 
   The service was more of a celebration of Tommy. The minister talked about him and had known him for six years. Tessa sang perfectly the song his mother had chosen, Blessings, one of her favorites. At the end, she led Amazing Grace. 
 
   They rode with Lucas to the cemetery, and he didn’t say a word. When they concluded, everyone was to go back to the church. A meal was prepared by Tommy’s mother’s church group.
 
   Audrianna came up to Tessa and hugged her, “You have an amazing voice Tessa.”
 
   “Thank you.”
 
   “How are you all holding up?” 
 
   “I’m worried about Lucas,” tears formed in her eyes.
 
   Audri hugged her, and she hugged her back. “We are too Tessa, and we know what you have been through, and he feels…”
 
   “Audri you remember Mrs. Ross?” Lucas asked standing with Tessa’s mother.
 
   “Of course I do,” she said. “How are you doing?”
 
   They chatted, and Lucas took Tessa’s hand and walked her down the hall.
 
   “Your mother is going to take you to the doctors,” Lucas said firmly.
 
   “No, Lucas I’m staying here,” she said softly. “I need to be here for you and Jade.”
 
   “Jade is fine and I don’t need you. You’re leaving with your mother.”
 
   She looked at him for a long time, “I’m so sorry you feel that way, I’m so sorry you hate me.”
 
   Tessa walked away and went and sat with Jade. He watched as her mother walked up to Tessa and then they walked out. He could breathe without her in the room.
 
   ~
 
   “Mom I’m fine,” she said as they walked to the car.
 
   “Okay let’s just go see,” Maggie saw that see was upset and exhausted. She was glad that Lucas had told her about Tessa not feeling well.
 
   They went to the doctor, and Tessa had pneumonia. She was put on an antibiotic and given a prescription for a nebulizer. She was told she needed to rest. When they got to the car Tessa looked at her mother.
 
   “I have the play tonight and tomorrow night, I’m not missing it.”
 
   “Promise me you’ll rest and do the treatments, and I’ll not make you stay home,” Maggie said knowing Tessa wouldn’t stay home even if she told her she had to.
 
   Maggie went into the pharmacy to pick up the necessities, and her phone chimed.
 
   -Mrs. Ross how is Tessa?...Lucas.
 
   Seriously? He was texting her Mom! She thought.
 
   -What does it matter to you?
 
   -I apologize; I hope she is okay...Lucas.
 
   -No you don’t, you just enjoy treating me like shit
 
   -Tessa?...Lucas
 
   - You don’t need me, so I would appreciate you butting out of my business…Tessa
 
   -Fine…Lucas
 
   -Good! I’m so sorry about Tommy Lucas, I really am. I know how much you loved him…Tessa
 
   ~
 
   Maggie pulled into the farm, and they went inside. Tessa did a treatment and took her medicine. She was tired and angry. She went upstairs and went to sleep. Her alarm went off, and she got up and got ready.
 
   Her family was in the audience. Again the cast did a great job. After the play, she went home and made broth and was doing her treatment when Alex and the boys walked in.
 
   “You’re fine huh?” Lucas snapped as he walked by.
 
   She gave him a dirty look.
 
   Jade, Phoebe, and Becca pulled in. Phoebe was driving the Jeep. They jumped out and walked in the house.
 
   “Hey Tessa, we brought back the Jeep,” Phoebe said as she walked in. “Wow what’s up with you?”
 
   "I have pneumonia," she said talking with the mouth piece in.
 
   “Yep… sounds like you’re fine,” Lucas snapped as he walked past her and went out with Alex and Ryan to the hot tub.
 
   “Can you go out with us?” Jade asked.
 
   She pointed at the nebulizer and held up a finger, she would be out in a minute.
 
   She finished and cleaned up the machine. She went upstairs and found a bathing suit that she had not worn in front of him before, it was much smaller than most of hers. She put it on and smiled. Maybe he’ll be nice to me now. She wrapped a towel around herself and walked out. She took the towel off and laid it over the chair; she bent over and took off her shoes.
 
   She sat next to Jade, “Sorry I had to leave so early today.”
 
   “Oh Tessa you were sick. I understand.”
 
   “I was fine,” she glared at Lucas.
 
   He rolled his eyes at her. They all were very quiet.
 
   “So I’m going to be staying here for the week Tessa. My Dad has to go out of town, won’t that be fun?” Jade smiled.
 
   “Really?” Tessa asked Jade shook her head, “Great!”
 
   “Tomorrow night I want to go to your play,” Jade looked around, “We should all go.”
 
   “Why are you still doing the play if you’re sick?” Lucas said annoyed.
 
   She looked at him, “Because I can.”
 
   “Does your mother know?” Lucas growled.
 
   “I don’t know maybe you should text her,” Tessa shot back at him.
 
   “Mom knows not to argue with her Lucas, remember Tessa the Terrible?” Alex asked laughing.
 
   Tessa looked at Alex and smirked, “I don’t think he has met her yet, he may soon.”
 
   "No he doesn't want to," Jade laughed.
 
   “I’m pretty sure I already have,” Lucas snapped.
 
   Her phone rang, she jumped up and got it. It was Ben.
 
   “Hey Ben how was your game?...It went alright. Thanks again for coming last night…. I’m glad….okay …Well thank you…I know…well if I don’t see you for awhile I know I will in November. ..I’ll miss your face Ben.” she forced a laugh, “Have a great time. Thank you so much for everything… Absolutely!” she hung up and turned around, everyone was looking at her.
 
   Tessa got back in.
 
   “Everything okay Tessa?” Jade asked.
 
   “Yep,” she smiled.
 
   “I thought things were going well.”
 
   “We’ve always been buds; we don’t want to ruin it.”
 
   “But Tessa you,” Jade remembered Lucas was there. “Okay.”
 
   Tessa stayed in for a few minutes and got out. She went in and showered off and threw on shorts and a tank top. She turned on the TV and grabbed the computer. She logged on Facebook. She was tagged in a video by Ben, check out our new song.  He was singing with his band and looked so damn cute. It was Shimmer by the band Fuel. She watched it four times. She replied, Great Song Ben, I still miss your face!!!
 
   What the hell is wrong with you she asked herself?
 
   She cried and set the laptop down, and finally fell asleep, confused, sad, and not feeling well.
 
   They all walked in, and she lie curled up in a ball sleeping. Jade and Phoebe picked up the computer and looked at it and played the video.
 
   “He is so damn cute,” Jade said, “and he adores her Phoebe, what is she doing?”
 
   Phoebe smiled, “Grieving and he is letting her. You never know what will happen.”
 
   ~
 
   Tessa woke in the morning and looked at the clock. It was eleven, she jumped up and went into the bathroom and brushed her teeth. She walked out and grabbed her medicine and nebulizer. She took her temperature, 98.6. She smiled.
 
   She texted Jade
 
   -where are you?
 
   -at Tommy’s with his Mom, I think I will be staying tonight here tonight are you okay with that?…J
 
   -of course Jade if that’s where you need to be that’s where you should be…Tessa
 
   Alright then how do I occupy myself tonight? She smiled and sent a text to Cassidy.
 
   -feeling better, need to hang out with you all tonight, party after at the camp?...Tessa
 
   -sounds awesome…Cassidy
 
   Her first scene she walked onstage and eventually she saw the first row; Jade, Phoebe, Becca, Ryan, Alex, and Lucas. Why was he here? She sang Don’t Cry For Me Argentina and saw Jade tearing up. She looked at Lucas, and he was staring at her, she closed her eyes and made her way to center stage where she closed her eyes again and sang. At the end of the song, a tear ran down her cheek.
 
   “That was amazing Tessa,” the director hugged her.
 
   Tessa walked in the dressing room, and the cast all hugged and cheered. That was it, the last performance. She gave them all directions and they would meet there in an hour. She walked out and her friends all stood waiting in the hall.
 
   “Tessa, you looked and sounded beautiful,” Jade hugged her.
 
   “Oh it was nothing,” she laughed.
 
   It absolutely was, all the stuff she had gone through since the beginning, it was exhausting.
 
   They all hugged her and congratulated her, except Lucas.
 
   “Good job, these are from all of us,” he handed her flowers, yellow roses and white daisies.
 
   “Thanks they…” Lucas turned and walked away. “He hates me,” she said and immediately realized she had said it out loud.
 
   Jade laughed, “No he doesn’t silly, he wants you to be happy.”
 
   “Oh I see that by his actions over the past oh let’s see since I met him,” Tessa laughed.
 
   Jade laughed as if she knew more. “I’ll see you at church in the morning, right?”
 
   “I’m not sure I’m going, but I really want to hang out tomorrow, and since we’ll be roomies… I think we can figure it out,” Tessa rubbed Jade’s belly and whispered, “Love you.”
 
   Tessa went to camp and was ready to get lost. Cassidy was staying sober to drive. Tessa however did not…not at all; she was drinking wine and smoking. They laughed and talked as they played drinking games that Tessa had never even heard of. 
 
   They had polished off the drinks and most of the weed and were cleaning up when her phone rang. She looked at the ID and it was him.
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   “Hello,” she said.
 
   There was no one on the other end. Tessa tried calling him back, and no one answered. She was started to get worried. She texted him,
 
   -Is everything okay?…Tessa
 
   -No, sorry I shouldn’t have called, never mind…Lucas
 
   -where are you?...Tessa
 
   -Home I’m fine leave it alone…Lucas
 
   Everyone was starting to leave camp.
 
   “Cassidy can you give me a ride?” she asked.
 
   Cassidy dropped Tessa off at Lucas’s and told her to call if she needed a ride home.
 
   Lucas’s mom’s car wasn’t there. Lucas’s bedroom light was on, very dim but on. Tessa tried the door, it was open. She walked in and went upstairs. She knocked on the door, no one answered. She opened it hoping she wouldn’t see him in bed with anyone. He looked at her.
 
   “What are you doing here Tessa?” he said softly as he looked at her, “You’re loaded, how the hell did you get here?”
 
   “I hitchhiked.  You should talk your room smells like a freaking bong,” Tessa giggled. “Where’s your Mom?”
 
   “Not here,” he said. “Tessa I’m calling Alex to come get you.”
 
   She laughed “I don’t think so, I’ll call Cassidy after you tell me why you called me.”
 
   “Did you fuck Ben?” 
 
   “Not really your business, but no,” she said, “Did you sleep with that girl from the club?”
 
   “Not your business but no,” Lucas said mocking her.
 
   She scowled at him. “How about the girl from lunch the other day?”
 
   “No Tessa,” he said, “You need to leave.”
 
   “Why do you hate me?” 
 
   “Because I have to.”
 
   “Why can’t we be friends?” 
 
   “Tessa could you really see us as friends?” he asked and laughed at her.
 
   “Why did you take Sadi’s side over mine when she pulled out my hair Lucas?” she said loudly.
 
   “Because I needed you to leave.”
 
   “Why did you try to get me into bed with those two girls Lucas?” she yelled.
 
   “Because I knew you’d leave.”
 
   “Did you sleep with them?” 
 
   He looked at her, “No… they left right after you did.”
 
   “Why did you make me come home the night of the calling hours and throw me into your car and talk to me like I was a piece of dirt?” she asked, “And call my Mom yesterday?”
 
   “Because you were sick and needed help and you don’t fucking listen to me like now, you need to go home Tessa!”
 
   “Answer a couple more questions Lucas and then I will,” she screamed back at him.
 
   “I don’t want to, and you’re acting like one of the twelve right now so get the fuck out of my house.”
 
   She stood there and looked at him; she couldn’t hide the shock and disappointment in her eyes.
 
   “Right there Tessa that look, I can’t stand it, you’re disappointment and pity drives me right over the fucking edge,” Lucas yelled at her and stood up.
 
   “I don’t pity you Lucas!”
 
   “Oh that’s right I’m an embarrassment, like you told your friend Cassidy! Yeah that was fucking sweet one of my favorite memories of our time together,” Lucas grabbed her arm. “You are leaving.”
 
   She pulled away from him and looked scared.
 
   “I didn’t want people to know about Toby or about what you had gone through Lucas, I didn’t want you or I to feel like we were being judged by people you asshole--- and don’t fucking grab me it hurts.”
 
   He released her arm and his eyes widened. “Damn it Tessa, I’ve hurt you and you’ve fucked me up too, I’m begging you please leave.” he sat on his bed.
 
   Tessa walked into the bathroom to gain distance. She texted Cassidy and walked back out and sat down on the foot of the bed.
 
   “Get the fuck off my bed Tessa,” his voice warning her.
 
   “I texted Cassidy she will be here soon, okay?” Tessa snapped.
 
   “Perfect, the sooner you’re out of here the better,” Lucas snapped back.
 
   “I wish, I wish you didn’t hate me,” she walked out and texted Cassidy as she sat in his driveway and cried. He watched out the window as she got in the car.
 
   “Take me somewhere far away, I want to fucking disappear. Take me to my aunt’s bar.”
 
   Tessa walked in and saw Karaoke Joe.
 
   She hugged her Aunt, “This place needs a boost?”
 
   “Hey Tessa, only if you eat something first, you’re a mess girl,” Josie said.
 
   She and Cassidy ate a slice of pizza.  She was busting to sing, and she saw Lucas and Ryan.
 
   “I need to leave,” she whispered to Cassidy.
 
   They started leaving, and Lucas walked up to her, “We’re going to take her home, Cassidy.”
 
   “No,” Tessa walked out the door.
 
   “Tessa, come with us,” Ryan said, “Please,” he hugged her and wiped her tears.
 
   “Why Ryan? He said enough tonight.”
 
   “No he hasn’t, come on,” he opened the door, and she got in the back. “Thanks Cassidy.”
 
   They drove to Lucas’s house, and Ryan got out and walked inside.
 
   “Can we finish our conversation?” 
 
   “We did,” she responded sarcastically.
 
   “No baby we didn’t,” Lucas opened the door for her, “Give me ten minutes and if you want to leave, Ryan can take you home.”
 
   She followed him inside and up the stairs.
 
   “I hate your room,” she sat on the floor.
 
   “I’m sorry” he said and sat next to her. “Do you want to go somewhere else?”
 
   “Home,” she looked down, “I don’t feel all that well.”
 
   “Tessa I’m sorry, about all this shit,” Lucas said, “All of it, do you understand? I needed you to hate me so you could move on. Will you fucking look at me?”
 
   "No…," she said quietly.
 
   He moved in front of her, “Knee to knee Tessa and look at me,” he lifted her chin, and her eyes raised and met his “Tessa, I love you. I’ve tried not to, but I need for all this shit to go away. I was escaping it all just fine and...,”
 
   “Then you called me and hung up,” Tessa whispered. “You love me?”
 
   “Damn it yes Tessa, I do! I never stopped. I wish none of this had happened, and I wish I could turn back time and all that shit, but I don’t expect you to forgive it!”
 
   “You haven’t acted like you love me Lucas,” she whispered and looked down.
 
   “I never stopped. I wanted better for you. I needed you to hate me, Tessa. I wanted you to stay away,” Lucas whispered.
 
   “Do you want me to stay away?” 
 
   He didn’t answer her; he just shook his head no as he stared at her.
 
   “I don’t know what to do,” she cried.
 
   Lucas looked at her and cupped her chin in his hands as he stroked her lip with his thumb.
 
   “I don’t know either. How do I fix this, how do we move forward? I don’t know the answers, but we can figure it out together if you want. I do know I love you, ever since the pond that hasn’t changed” Lucas kissed her.
 
   “Positive?” she asked breathing harder, he shook his head yes.
 
   She kissed him slowly as he looked at her. He tasted so good, and she didn’t want to stop.
 
   He pulled back and looked at her, “Baby we are both fucked up,” he said in a husky strained voice, “It’s been a very long time since I’ve touched you.”
 
   “Please Lucas, tell me you won’t hurt me, I love you so much.”
 
   “I could never hurt you… again, I love you.”
 
   “You’re sure? I can’t do this again unless…” Tessa began.
 
   “Forever,” he said, his eyes taking her in.
 
   “Do you need to ask me anything?” she kissed him.
 
   “Will you marry me,” he asked breathing very heavy.
 
   She smiled, “I think you’re skipping a few steps.”
 
   “Tessa Ross will you be my girlfriend, again?” he said closing his eyes and smiled.
 
   “I have missed that smile so much,” she tried to kiss him.
 
   He pulled back, “You didn’t answer my question… and I’m not that kind of guy.”
 
   “Okay we have a lot to talk about,” Tessa looked down and smiled.
 
   “I know. We have a lot of time, no rush,” he hugged her.
 
   “Oh,” she said.
 
   “What does Oh mean?” he asked sitting back.
 
   She looked at him and felt her face flush, he smiled.
 
   “I…have you slept with anyone?” she asked.
 
   Lucas shook his head no.
 
   “So there won’t be anyone popping up in a few weeks saying their pregnant?” she asked.
 
   “No Tessa,” he looked down.
 
   Tessa saw his eyes and he looked hurt. She had not meant for that to happen. She took a deep breath and pulled his shirt over his head and looked at him as he lifted his arms. She pulled hers off next, and he closed his eyes and took a deep breath.
 
   “I want you, all of you…” she began.
 
   “You’re sure?” he asked softly and kissed her neck.
 
   “Yes, I love you.”
 
   He fumbled trying to unclasp her bra as he kissed her throat and moved to the other side of her neck kissing gently. He was still trying to unhook her bra, and he laughed.
 
   “This is embarrassing, not as smooth as I wanted to appear,” he kissed her quickly on the nose.
 
   Tessa laughed and felt her stomach churn.
 
   “Uh oh,” she stood and ran past him into the bathroom.
 
   He followed her in and held her hair back, “Sorry…”
 
   Lucas handed her his toothbrush, and she washed her face.
 
   Tessa looked in the mirror at herself. Her eyes filled with tears, as she covered herself.
 
   “Tessa, come here,” Lucas grabbed a towel off the towel bar.
 
   “Lucas I’m so sorry I just,” she began.
 
   “I’m in no hurry Tessa, just, come on let’s get you a shirt” Lucas laughed, “I cannot believe I just said that.”
 
   “Sorry, I want it to be right. I want me back Lucas. Everything has been…” she cried.
 
   “Tessa, I love you. I’m in no hurry. It’s been over four months, but I’m in no hurry. Not with you,” he smiled and shook his head in disbelief.
 
   “You’re alright with this?” Tessa asked softly.
 
   Lucas smiled, “Whatever it takes for us to work Tessa, look at me baby. I. Love. You!”
 
   Lucas kissed her gently on the head and walked into his closet and grabbed a tee shirt and sweatpants.
 
   “Stay with me tonight, just please, just stay,” Lucas sat the clothes next to her and walked into the bathroom.
 
   Tessa looked at the clothes and cried. She heard the shower running as she dressed.
 
   Lucas stepped out of the shower and dried his hair. He brushed his teeth and took a deep breath.
 
   He opened the door, and Tessa was curled in a ball, her knees tucked into the tee shirt he left for her. She was asleep in the middle of his bed. Her mascara was smudged beneath her eyes, evidence that she had been crying. He took a deep breath and ran his fingers through his damp hair and stood watching her. He pulled the covers up around her and stood, still watching her. He contemplated sleeping on the floor, that way she would know that she meant more to him than he assumed he had led her to believe he did. He paced the floor in frustration still watching her.
 
   “Fuck it,” he grumbled as he climbed in his bed and pulled her into his arms.
 
   He took a deep breath smelling her hair, he kissed her cheek tasting her and his hands gently caressed her back feeling her. She was his and he would make sure she never doubted that again. He would not let even a day pass without telling her and showing her how much he loved her. There would be no one else for her ever and no one else for him.
 
   Tessa woke to Lucas’s arms wrapped tightly around her and his leg across her body. She nuzzled her nose into his neck and felt his breath on her cheek. She lightly kissed his shoulder, and she felt his smile spread across his lips before he kissed her head. He lifted her chin and kissed her lips lightly.
 
   “Good morning, baby,” he smiled.
 
   “Good morning,” Tessa smiled back.
 
   “You hungry?” 
 
   “No,” she said softly.
 
   “You hung over?”
 
   She closed her eyes and shook her head yes.
 
   They lay there for a few moments, her eyes closed as he watched her.
 
   Lucas got up and grabbed two glasses of water and set them on the nightstand.
 
   “I brought you a drink,” he squatting next to the bed, “I think it would help.”
 
   “I need to go home…” Tessa began.
 
   “I talked to Alex, you’re all set. But if you want to, I can take you,” Lucas said, his voice gave evidence that he was confused.
 
   “Okay,” Tessa sat up and took the water and drank it.
 
   She looked at Lucas who looked uncomfortably anxious.
 
   Tessa smiled, “Are you alright?”
 
   He shook his head, “I will be…I just can’t screw this up again, I don’t want to do or say the wrong thing Tessa, and I …”
 
   “Lucas,” she hugged him.
 
   “Do you remember our conversation last night?” he whispered against her cheek.
 
   “Yes, you asked me to marry you,” Tessa answered.
 
   He didn’t respond.
 
   “Are you second guessing yourself Lucas?” Tessa whispered.
 
   “No,  but…” he started.
 
   “But what Lucas?” Tessa asked as she sat up and moved away from him, “Forget it-- I’d like to go home.”
 
   “Tessa, would you stop and listen, damn it…” Lucas sat next to her.
 
   “I shouldn’t have come here last night, I should have …” Lucas kissed her to stop her from talking.
 
   “I’m scared baby, I don’t know what to expect from you. You had a relationship with Toby and Ben, and I don’t want to get hurt. You have crushed me…” he said softly.
 
   “Have I now?” Tessa asked standing up.
 
   “Wait just a second…” Lucas said grabbing her.
 
   “No, you wait! You really…uuurrrggg…you’re an idiot!” Tessa pulled away and walked into the bathroom and slammed the door.
 
   She showered and brushed her teeth and cried. She walked out into his room and grabbed her pants and pulled them on.
 
   “Take me home please,” she said quietly.
 
   “Fine!” he snapped and stood up and walked into the bathroom and showered and dressed.
 
   “So this is it?” he asked as he pulled his pants on.
 
   “Well how an earth could I expect you to get past all that, what a piece of…” Tessa yelled.
 
   “Fuck you Tessa,” Lucas yelled back, “Do you even have a fucking clue as to what I’ve done for you? I put you first. The last few months have been hell. You know what? Forget it lets go…” he said and grabbed a shirt off a hanger.
 
   “Lucas I…please don’t be sad. Please don’t be sad,” Tessa grabbed him and hugged him tightly.
 
   “Stop,” he pulled back from her embrace.
 
   She didn’t let go, “No, I’m scared too Lucas. I can’t lose you ever again. Not you…”
 
   They both held each other tightly. Tessa rubbed his back as he nuzzled his wet face against hers and she pulled away and looked at him.
 
    “I’m sorry for making you upset. I don’t want to see you upset, it hurts here?”
 
   Lucas closed his eyes and put his hand over hers as it lay above his heart.
 
   “It has hurt like hell for months,” he said softly.
 
   She pulled her hand away and kissed his chest softly, and he breathed out.
 
   “Is that better?” 
 
   “Each time you kiss me it gets better,” he pulled her into his arms, “We can’t fight anymore. It’s all or nothing Tessa. I just need to know now. We can’t keep doing this to each other.”
 
   “I know,” she pulled back; “it hurts me too.”
 
   “What can I do so you’ll believe me Tessa? Just tell me what to do?” he pleaded.
 
   “Well it hurts here,” she said quietly and put his hand on her chest.
 
   He looked in her eyes, “Baby? Tell me we are going to be alright.”
 
   “I’ll give it one hundred percent, nothing less, as long as you do the same,” she whispered.
 
   He lifted his hand and kissed her chest gently, “Me too, baby.”
 
   “Lucas,” she whispered.
 
   “Tessa we have time,” he pulled her tightly against him.
 
   “I want it all with you,” she kissed his chest.
 
   “We can wait,” he voice shook.
 
   “Can we?” 
 
   “Uh huh…” he kissed her.
 
   His hand moved down and rested on the small of her back.
 
   “Let’s slow this down, wait until graduation maybe?” he pulled back.
 
   “NO.”
 
   “Okay shhh,” he whispered and held her tightly against him.
 
   “Sorry I just can’t.”
 
   “I get it, we’ve held this off long enough haven’t we?” he asked lightly kissing her neck.
 
   “Yes,” she moaned as he moved his lips to her shoulder blade.
 
   “When then baby?” he asked softly moving up her neck again.
 
   Tessa moved her hands around his waist and held on to him and pulled her head back and looked up at him. He looked down at her and smiled.
 
   “We can wait…” he started, and she moved her hands around his neck and he felt her hands shake, and she swallowed hard and shook her head no.
 
   He cocked his head to the side and looked at her, “You’re shaking.”
 
   She shook her head yes and kept her eyes on his. Her breaths began to come faster, and he closed his eyes and leaned down and kissed her forehead causing her to let out a quick breath.
 
   “You need to be sure you want this with me, Tessa.”
 
   “It’s always been you, always Lucas,” her voice broke, and she felt tears fall down her face.
 
   “Tessa,” he breathed out and kissed her mouth hard.
 
   She tightened her grip and jumped pulling her legs around his waist and pulled his face closer to hers. “I. Love.You.”
 
   “I love you baby, you’re going to need to tell me to stop if you change your mind alright?” his voice was strained and his breath hot against her mouth.
 
   “I. Want. You.” she leaned her head back to give him more of her neck, “Only you, Lucas.”
 
   He gently laid her on his bed.  Lucas lay beside her and kissed her, and his hands caressed her breast, she moaned and kissed him harder. He moved his hand down her body.
 
   “Are you sure?”
 
   “Yes Lucas. I’m very sure” he touched her gently, and she held her breath.
 
   His finger moved inside her, and she breathed out and moaned. He watched her face react to his every move and took her breast into his mouth.
 
   “Lucas,” she whispered through her shallow breaths.
 
   “Baby we’re going to do this slow, I don’t want to hurt you,” he said and kissed her.
 
   His mouth moved down her body, he kissed her belly and then went lower, he kissed her there, as his tongue gently caressed it. Tessa quivered as his tongue split her open, going deeper. Her knees tensed and he wrapped his lips around her damp sex and sucked gently. She moaned as his tongue plunged deeper. “Damn,” he groaned and rubbed his nose across her hardening tender spot.
 
   “Oh my God,” she whimpered.
 
   Lucas ran his finger up and down her as he watched his fingers intently. He licked her harder and deeper ravaging her. He slowed and tugged at her with his teeth, and she screamed out, he did it again and again until she felt that her body that had been on fire, was about to blow up. Not the explosions or electrical pulsing feelings he had made her feel before but a completely over the top feeling.
 
   Lucas started to move away, and she grabbed him, he smiled softly, “Condom baby.”
 
   His hand never left her body, caressing and touching as her heart began to beat faster, “Lucas,” she moaned.
 
   “We’re going to go slow okay baby? I don’t want you to hate this.” he kissed her cheek.
 
   She giggled, and he looked at her, “Tessa?”
 
   “I’m pretty sure…oh God,” she pushed into his hand.
 
   He lowered himself over her body and kissed her belly, “You sure?”
 
   “Yes damn it!” she snapped feeling the burning in her belly again, knowing it was a prelude to the sensation she so greatly desired.
 
   He opened his nightstand drawer and grabbed a condom and tore it open. She raised herself to her elbows and watched him intently as he slid the condom over him. He looked at her and smiled.
 
   “What?” 
 
   Lucas chuckled, “Always so curious.”
 
   She smiled and lay back down. He kissed her and moved so that he was lying between her legs. He kissed down her stomach and looked up at her and winked. She giggled, and his eyes left hers and he began using his mouth on her.
 
   “Oh my…” she moaned.
 
   He bit and kissed and sucked and licked her body until she couldn’t stay still. Her hands were in his hair, and her hips met his mouth until she yelled out over and over again. Lucas kissed his way up to her neck.
 
   He pushed gently into her and let out a low guttural sound, “Baby you are so hot…so tight.”
 
   He continued watching her face, and she bit her lip to stifle the look of pain she knew was coming. His fingers circled her sweet spot, and she let out a silky groan.
 
   “Tessa?” he was asking permission.
 
   “Lucas I want you, I love you,” Tessa whispered and squeezed his ass lightly.
 
   He watched her face as he pushed into her harder. Tessa screamed out in pain.
 
   “Sorry Baby, I’m sorry,” he slowly moved in and out of her.
 
   She began breathing deeply and feeling more pleasure.
 
   “Oh Lucas,” she whispered and began to meet his hips with hers.
 
   “We still good baby?” he took her breast in his mouth.
 
   “Oh, yes,” she moaned.
 
   He moved faster and a little harder. He pulled her up and she was now sitting on him.  She was moving up and down on him fast as he watched her firm breasts bounce.
 
   “Does this hurt?” he kissed her throat.
 
   “Yes” she gasped, “But I don’t want to stop.”
 
   He smiled and laid her back down. He continued slowly.
 
   “Lucas…amazing,” she cried out.
 
   He moved faster and harder, her breast in his mouth as he tugged at her nipples with his teeth and used his other hand to squeeze her other breast, her nails dug into his back. He moaned loudly, and she said his name over and over again. Each time she said his name he slammed into her a little harder, and she felt her body begin to quake. He slowed down and watched her and knew she was right there; ready to come, with him deep inside her.
 
   “Tell me what it feels like baby,” kissed her harder.
 
   She couldn’t talk; she closed her eyes and breathed deeply.
 
   “Like, oh Lucas” she tried to explain and couldn’t.
 
   He smiled, “My turn,” he moved fast and hard and finally he stopped and groaned, “Baby I love you.”
 
   Lucas pulled her on top of him and pulled out and she moaned. He reached over to toss the condom in the garbage.
 
   He looked at the sheets now stained red and jumped up, he walked in the bathroom and grabbed some tissues and came out.
 
   “Are you okay?”
 
   “I’m okay,” she sat up and felt pain below “Ouch,” she whimpered.
 
   “God Tessa I’m sorry, this should have never happened, I hurt you.”
 
   “If it didn’t hurt it would be happening again right now,” she blushed.
 
   “I love you.”
 
   “You better,” she laughed and looked at him, he looked hurt. “I love you Lucas I need a shower.”
 
   He got up and started the shower, he helped her up. She looked down and saw the blood on the bed, she was shocked and embarrassed.
 
   “I’m sorry,” she blushed and started to wipe the sheets with a tissue.
 
   “I got this, go get in the shower. I’ll meet you in a minute,” he kissed her quickly and smiled.
 
   “You’re going to shower with me?” 
 
   “Oh, if it’s alright with you?” 
 
   She smiled, “Yes, I would love that I just don’t think I can, well. It hurts.” Tessa stuck out her bottom lip.
 
   “Okay we won’t but I can shower with you still, right?” he kissed her again.
 
   She looked down and shook her head yes.
 
   Lucas stripped the bed and then got in the shower. He washed her hair, and she washed her new friend very well. They kissed, and he washed her breasts and bit them. She asked him to sit, and he did. She tried to sit on him and realized rather quickly that it wasn’t a good idea. He smiled at her.
 
   “You’re relentless, Tessa.” As he was seated she knelt before him, and wrapped her hand around his throbbing erection. She slowly stroked him up and down. She bowed her head and ran her tongue across his head.
 
   “Fuck…” he hissed, taking her head in his hand, guiding her down again. She opened her mouth, taking him as far as she could.
 
   “That’s it, baby,” he said, as he guided her head on his thick, throbbing cock. Basking in his praise, Tessa moved up and down faster, and Lucas fisted her hair even tighter.
 
   “Damn baby, suck me harder.” Moved by his need for her, she continued bobbing faster and faster along his thick length. She felt him twitch in her mouth, Lucas pulled her head away, and grabbed a washcloth, as she continued stroking him, feeling his strong release, as he captured it.
 
   “I’ve wanted to do that to you for a very long time,” she grinned.
 
   “Oh yeah?” He kissed her as he played with her nipple.
 
   “Orally fixated, since childhood. My father had to take away my pacifiers and…Oh no, what time is it?” she asked jumping out of the shower. “My Dad Lucas! I’m going to be in so much trouble.”
 
   “I think we should just tell him the truth,” Lucas dried off. “You’ll probably be grounded for awhile, but I can sneak in every night.”
 
   She smiled “Not funny, and put some clothes on,” she turned around and mumbled, “You are so freaking hot.”
 
   “What was that?” Lucas grabbed her and turned her around.
 
   “Nothing,” Tessa looked down and then realized he was still naked.
 
   “Oh no, tell me,” he laughed.
 
   “You already heard me,” she grinned.
 
   “Nope say it,” he smiled.
 
   “You are so freaking HOT” she yelled and kissed him.
 
   “And you Tessa are absolutely stunning, I love you baby,” he took her towel. He pulled her closer and kissed her, “Round two?” 
 
   “Yes please,” he went in the bathroom and grabbed a condom and KY.
 
   He pushed her on the bed and slowly touched and kissed every part of her body, she couldn’t believe it could feel like this all the time. He put on the condom and used the jelly on her. He slowly moved into her.
 
   “You alright?” 
 
   “Oh yes Lucas,” and she pushed into him. “A little sore but the pleasure completely voids the pain.”
 
   His hands were always somewhere pleasurable, and she yelled out his name with each thrust. Finally she finished, and he followed a few minutes later.
 
   They lay there breathless and looking at each other. Tessa’s phone rang, and she jumped. She answered it
 
   “Tessa where are you?” 
 
   “I got pretty messed up with the cast at camp last night, Lucas found me. Alex, I’ll be home soon,” she said, and Lucas watched the pain in her eyes while she lied.
 
   “I’ll cover for you, get home, you going to make church?” Alex asked.
 
   “I don’t think so Alex,” she said quietly.
 
   “Alright your butt better be home and sick in bed when we get back. By the way is he alive, which one of you struck first,” Alex laughed.
 
   “I did of course, and we are both fine,” Tessa laughed as she looked at Lucas and smiled.
 
   She got up and started to get dressed. She looked at her underwear from the day before in disgust.
 
   “Why the face?” 
 
   “I’ve never worn dirty underwear.” 
 
   “Don’t wear any; I want it that way from now on,” he smiled and grabbed her butt, “Please.”
 
   “Well what about when I wear skirts?” she asked confused.
 
   He smiled widely, “Especially then,” he kissed her head and threw her one of his Tee shirts and helped her put her bra on.
 
   “That is never going to get old,” he walked away.
 
   “Oh Lucas… is your Mom here?” she asked nervously.
 
   “No Tessa, she isn’t.”
 
   “Well where is she?” she asked looking through his closet for some sweat pants.
 
   “She’s away,” he said in a quiet voice.
 
   She looked at him her eyes saddened.
 
   “Tessa I have to tell you, I really get upset when you look at me like that.”
 
   “First of all, we’re not going to fight already are we?” she asked “And second, Lucas that’s not pity that’s concern, and it’s because I love you and you’re going to have to get used to it, I’ll always get upset when I know something hurts you. Are we good?” 
 
   He smiled, “Yes baby, we are so good.”
 
   “Okay so tell me what happened, please,” she put on a pair of his pants and they fell as she walked.
 
   He grinned, “I don’t think they fit.”
 
   She grabbed a hair tie out of her bag and cinched them, “See perfect.”
 
   “I saw and yes you are,” he hugged her.
 
   “Are you going to tell me?” she asked “Or am I going to have to start withholding sex already?” she threw her clothes in her bag.
 
   “After the calling hours, I came home, and she was loaded.” He said. “Your opening night,” he whispered. “So I took her to Tully Hill again.”
 
   “Lucas, I’m sorry,” she hugged him.
 
   “Thanks Tessa,” he kissed her head.
 
   “It would be a lot of fun having you across the hall now,” she smiled.
 
   “Yeah, but Jade will be there.”
 
   “Yep, and you will be there every night until bedtime, I mean if you want to be,” she looked at the ground.
 
   “Tessa as messed up as everything was I loved being there every day, and every night, I have some interesting memories that I will have to tell you about,” Lucas said raising his eyebrow.
 
   “Will you come stay with us? I’m sure my Dad wouldn’t mind,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Tessa think about that. Do you want your Dad to know my mom isn’t here?” he grinned.
 
   “Oh, maybe not,” she frowned
 
   They walked out and got in the SUV.
 
   “Tessa I’m fine,” he reached across her and grabbed her buckle. “And now, I have you back and I’m very good,” he said and grabbed her hand.
 
   “Lucas, I love you so much. I don’t want to think that you’re alone here every night.”
 
   He laughed, “Would you prefer otherwise?”
 
   She smacked him, “Yes, I’m moving in.”
 
   “Oh,” he said, “Okay, how do you think your parents will handle that?”
 
   “I don’t know,” she said laughed.
 
   “Tessa would you really move in with me?” he sounded serious.
 
   She looked at him and laughed. “I was trying to freak you out.”
 
   “I think you did at first, but now--I want you to Tessa,” he laughed. “I want to live together.”
 
   “What’s so funny?” she asked smiling.
 
   “Well, I have no doubt that I love you because I have never felt that way, all those feelings,  killing myself staying away from you and trying to make you hate me, all that crazy stuff. Now I just picture it, and I want you with me Tessa every day. I want to wake up with you and go to bed with you and look at the way you react to --I don’t know, everything, including dirty underwear,” his lips curled up slightly and he shook his head in disbelief.  
 
   “When I can make that decision we will, is that a deal?”
 
   “Yes, it is,” he kissed her hand.
 
   “Lucas can I ask you a question?”
 
   “Of course.”
 
   “Are you okay, I mean are you really okay?” he shook his head yes and smiled. “Can we talk about everything sometime soon?”
 
   “Yes, Tessa of course,” he said.” I have a question.”
 
   “Shoot,” she said.
 
   “How far did things go with Ben?” 
 
   Her eyes widened, “How mad are you going to get at me?” 
 
   “I won’t as long as you tell the truth.”
 
   “Do you promise?” she asked and swallowed hard.
 
   “Tessa you’re freaking me out,” he said. “I saw the show, very cute by the way.”
 
   “Okay well did you hear what I said to him at the end about what I was going to do to him on the way home?” she asked. "Oh wait you had that chick pinned against the wall with your tongue lodged down her throat and hands all over her boobs.”
 
   “I heard everything you said Tessa, so did you?” 
 
   “Well, did she before that when you walked outside with her?”
 
   He took a deep breath “Yes.”
 
   “And did you return the favor?” 
 
   He laughed, “No, I don’t do that, it’s normally all about me, until this morning.”
 
   “Seriously?” 
 
   “And I was right, I knew you would be delicious.” he grinned.
 
   “Well why haven’t you before?” she asked curiously.
 
   “I told you, all about me, plus I certainly don’t want to catch anything,” he smiled.
 
   “Well what about me?” she asked, he laughed. “Oh, so does that mean that won’t happen again?”
 
   “Oh no, I’ve found a new hobby, S’mores baby.” He squeezed her hand.
 
   That’s good, she thought and grinned.
 
   “So how many other people since Sadi?”
 
   “None Tessa” he looked at her, “None. Okay spill it.”
 
   She told him about it and about the cop. He laughed, “Ha see, and that wasn’t supposed to happen… he was into you.”
 
   “But, I love you.”
 
   “You better,” he said and grinned. “Anything else?”
 
   “Well he touched my breasts.”
 
   “I know.”
 
   “You heard us?” 
 
   “Yep, another not so nice moment,” he said. “I also heard you stick up for me that night.”
 
   “Well why did you ask me?” 
 
   “Just wanted to be sure you’re still the same girl.”
 
   “I love you,” she said and took a deep breath.
 
   “Tessa, do you care about him?” 
 
   “Yes, I do. But not like you, it’s different; he’ll be my friend probably forever. Are you okay with that?” 
 
   “Do I need to worry?” 
 
   “Not at all. With both Ben and Toby I just wanted to feel the way I felt with you. And I felt deeply for Toby. Safe, loved, and with Ben he was fun, and I felt like he adored me. But with you, from the first time I saw you look at me I felt …naked…. I know that’s the wrong way to explain it, but I knew you saw something I didn’t know was there. I had a dream about you. I knew…know I love you and that I always will. It scares me but I feel drawn to you.”
 
   “I can tell when you walk in a room Tessa without even seeing you,” Lucas whispered.
 
   “I don’t just feel like I love you, I feel like I need you,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “Mmm, Tessa you’re amazing,” he smiled at her.
 
   “Seriously, dead puppies?” she asked. “Even now that we… you know.”
 
   “Oh even more so now.”
 
   She grinned, “Good.”
 
   They pulled into Tessa’s driveway, “When will they be home from Church?” 
 
   “In about half an hour.”
 
   “Perfect” he pulled up to the barn and jumped out.
 
   Lucas grabbed a blanket out from the back; he motioned for her to follow him. She walked in, and he had the blanket on the hay bales exactly like before.
 
   “Lucas I’m a little, okay a lot sore,” she blushed and looked down.
 
   “None of that, just want to finish what I started the other day, please baby,” he asked and gave her pouty lips.
 
   “Oh you don’t have to beg for that.”
 
   He playfully pushed her down and took his sweats off her and smiled as he dove in. Unbelievable she thought.
 
   He was coming back later, she went upstairs and slept. She was happy, exhausted, and felt completely head over heels in love.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa woke up to Jade talking downstairs. She ran down and hugged her.
 
   “Wow you look better.”
 
   “I’m feeling much better, go for a walk with me?” 
 
   “Sure, your Dad got Chinese are you hungry?” 
 
   “No, not yet, come on,” Tessa pulled her out the door.
 
   “What’s going on?” 
 
   “Tell me about your night.” Tessa tried to act interested, and she was but really wanted to tell Jade about hers...
 
   “It was nice; they’re hurting as much as I am. His mom is very excited about the baby and seems like she wants to be very involved, she asks a lot of questions. Like what my plans are for after the baby is born. Are you still in this with me?” 
 
   “Yes,” her grin broadened. “I actually thought that maybe we could do courses over the summer, it would make next year easier. I think we should look into it. I mean if you could go for part time you’d have more time with your little boy,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “You keep saying a little boy,” Jade said “Why?”
 
   “I had a nightmare about an accident with four people, and most of the time there was a baby boy, for the longest time I thought it was Lucas’s baby, but I still had the dream after. I’m sorry Jade, does that upset you?”
 
   “No, actually Tommy told me about the dreams, Lucas told him. Do you know he used to turn off, oh no sorry I don’t want to upset you.”
 
   “No way Jade-- spill it,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Okay, but you better not,” she started “Fine, when he was living here he turned off your alarm on your phone on purpose just so he could hold you and kiss you.”
 
   They turned around and walked back to the house. Tessa was quiet and Jade felt bad.
 
   “Are you okay? I’m sorry….”
 
   “Jade I am fine,” she smiled and held her hand.
 
   They got to the house, and Lucas pulled in. He had flowers. Tessa winked and shook her head no. He gave Jade the flowers and hugged her.
 
   “Hello Jade,” he smiled and handed her the flowers.
 
   “So Lucas, Jade tells me…” Tessa started.
 
   “Tessa don’t,” Jade whispered.
 
   Tessa looked angry and continued, “That when you stayed here you used to turn off my alarm when I had those dreams just so you could come in my room and shove your tongue down my throat.”
 
   “Oh yeah, what else did she tell you?” he asked amused. “Jade who told you that?”
 
   “Tommy.”
 
   “What else did he tell you?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Oh I couldn’t,” Jade said, “Sorry Lucas.”
 
   “Do you know how that makes me feel Lucas,” she poked him in the chest.
 
   “Oh boy,” Jade said. “I’m so sorry.”
 
   “No, Tessa I don’t, I do know you enjoyed it and constantly begged for more than just a kiss,” he winked
 
   “Oh yeah? And just how far did you let things go?” she asked pushing him.
 
   “Oh I will never tell,” he smiled.
 
   Jade stood there, and her eyes were wide.
 
   “Just for that, I’m going to…” Tessa started.
 
   “Do what Tessa?” he laughed.
 
   “Lucas you shouldn’t push her when she’s mad,” Jade cautioned him.
 
   Tessa jumped in his arms and kissed him, Jade gasped. When they stopped kissing Lucas looked at Jade.
 
   “Could you please tell her more,” Lucas laughed as Tessa kissed his neck.
 
   “He told me you didn’t touch the two girls,” Jade said, and Tessa kissed him harder.
 
   “Come on Jade give her more,” he laughed.
 
   “And that he loved you,” Jade smiled. “But wanted you to find someone that would treat you right, and that sometimes you cried.”
 
   “Alright Jade, we’re good there,” Lucas smiled at her.
 
   “You cried Lucas?”
 
   “There’s that look Tessa.”
 
   “It’s because I love you.”
 
   “Alright then, I love you baby,” he kissed her face, and they both laughed.
 
   “What is going on with you two?” Jade asked confused. They smiled and Jade laughed, “Oh wow, you’re back together.”
 
   “Let’s just say it was a very long night,” Lucas kissed Tessa.
 
   Alex and Phoebe walked out.
 
   “What’s going on?” Phoebe asked.
 
   “They both finally admitted that they love each other,” Jade cried.
 
   “Oh no, Jade… please don’t cry,” Lucas hugged her.
 
   “No, it’s good, now I can ask you both to be God parents without feeling bad. That’s what Tommy would have wanted,” Jade closed her eyes.
 
   “Really?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Why wouldn’t he?” Tessa hated that he felt unworthy.
 
   “So these flowers weren’t for me?” Jade laughed.
 
   “Yes they are Jade,” Lucas hugged her again.
 
   Becca and Ryan pulled in.
 
   “Hot tub?” Alex asked.
 
   They all walked in to get changed.
 
   “Please don’t wear the one from the other night,” Lucas whispered in her ear. “Please.”
 
   She grinned, “Sure.”
 
   The boys were in when they walked out; Tessa was wearing the bathing suit from the other night. She smiled at Lucas, and he shook his head. She walked in and started to sit, and she winced.
 
   “Are you okay Tessa?” Jade asked.
 
   “Yep,” she slowly sat down next to Lucas.
 
   “You okay?” he whispered.
 
   “No, that burned,” Tessa whispered.
 
   “Sorry baby, sit down and I will rub it and make it all better,” he smiled.
 
   Tessa’s eyes widened, and she whispered, “Too many people Lucas.”
 
   He laughed and put his arm around her and whispered, “You’re probably right, you are very boisterous.”
 
   “Does that bother you?” Tessa asked.
 
   His nostrils flared, he closed his eyes, and he shook his head slowly, “Not at all.”
 
   Tessa leaned back and her hand found its way to him, and she started to play.
 
   “No baby,” Lucas whispered. Tessa gave him a dirty look, and he laughed, “I love you.”
 
   Everyone got out of the hot tub except Tessa, Lucas, and Jade.
 
   “So are you in pain Tessa?” Jade asked.
 
   “What?” Tessa asked shocked.
 
   “When you got in as soon as your who-who went in you looked like you would cry.”
 
   Tessa laughed.
 
   “Hey baby, I’m going home. But when you tell her make sure you let her know how it went down” he smiled and looked at Jade “She attacked me.”
 
   Tessa hugged him and kissed him.
 
   “I don’t want you to go.”
 
   “You’re in no shape for me to stay,” he laughed.
 
   “Please text me when you get home and…”
 
   “I know baby drive safe” he kissed her.”I love you”
 
   “You better,” she smiled and he got out.
 
   “Goodnight Jade, goodnight little one,” Lucas said and left.
 
   “So?” Jade asked.
 
   Tessa smiled, “What do you want to know?”
 
   “EVERYTHING!”
 
   Her phone chimed it was him
 
   -I’m home. Do you think your parents would let me take you to New Jersey for a few days, Jade can come too…LYA Lucas
 
   - Oh I don’t know, I can ask them tomorrow…Love Tessa
 
   -Alex and Phoebe too? I think Ryan wants to go; he and I had already talked about it…LOVE Lucas
 
   -Wouldn’t that be too much?...Love Tessa
 
   -Nope. Just let me know in the morning. Can I take you out for breakfast?...LOVE Lucas.
 
   - You could come here and eat…Love Tessa
 
   -nice! …LOVE Lucas.
 
   -Hahaha…promises promises…actually we may have to take tomorrow off…Love Tessa
 
   -We will see. Talk to you then...LOVE Lucas
 
   Tessa told Jade the whole story leaving nothing out, they went to bed, and Jade only woke up once.
 
   “Tessa is it supposed to get easier?”
 
   “I don’t know, but you have to be able to make peace with it for your baby,” Tessa snuggled with Jade.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa woke and smiled. She looked at the clock, and it was ten. She saw Lucas sitting across the room and jumped, he looked up.
 
   “Good morning Baby,” he smiled.
 
   “Good morning,” she said very aware that she probably looked like the walking dead.
 
   He walked over and started to kiss her.
 
   “Oh no, I need to brush my teeth,” she smiled.
 
   “Really?” he asked as he was looking her over. “Alright you can in a minute.”
 
   He pushed her down and smiled as he went under the covers.
 
   “Lucas,” she squealed, “Where is Jade and my family?” she grabbed the sheets and dug into them.
 
   “Downstairs,” he said stopping briefly.
 
   She tried to get up. He held her still.
 
   She was breathing heavy, shit she thought. What if they walked in, she looked at the door, and it was shut.
 
   She began to squirm, “Lucas oh please stop I am going to scream,”
 
   “Pillow baby, bite it.”
 
   She did as he said, and he bit her lightly. She moaned into the pillow she had put over her face. And then she whimpered loudly.
 
   He sat up and smiled at her as he watched her try to catch her breath.
 
   “You okay?” he said.
 
   “Lucas,” she whispered still breathless, “You’re naughty.”
 
   “You invited me for breakfast,” he stood up.
 
   She looked at him and could see the bulge, “Not fair.”
 
   “What’s not fair?” 
 
   She took his hand and pulled him to her, she looked up at him.
 
   “I didn’t get mine yet,” she grabbed him and took him in her mouth.
 
   He held her head, and when he was ready he stopped and emptied into a towel.
 
   “God I love you.”
 
   He sat and held her.
 
   The door opened and it was Jade. “Tessa, your Mom is on her way over.”
 
   “Why?” 
 
   “Ask Lucas, he asked her to come.”
 
   Tessa looked at Lucas.
 
   “I figured you’d want to ask them together.” She gave him a questioning look and he chuckled, “You know if you can move in with me.”
 
   “Lucas I don’t think…” he kissed her.
 
   “I’m just joking, about all of us going to New Jersey. Alex is in, that should help right?” he smiled.
 
   “I need a shower,” she smiled.
 
   Her parents agreed as long as Alex went. John was hesitant but Maggie insisted that they be allowed to go. They were seniors and would be going to college in the fall. Tessa just looked at the ground the entire time.
 
   John and Alex went to get equipment ready for the work that needed to be done the following week. Alex was happy but knew a lot of work needed to be done before they left. Jade went with Phoebe to her house to get a few things.
 
   Lucas sat and looked at Tessa, “Everything okay, Tessa?”
 
   She looked up at him and raised her eyebrow and smiled and shook her head slowly yes.
 
   “Perfect, I’m going to help your dad and Alex. I kind of feel bad leaving him hanging.”
 
   She stood up and walked towards him and sat on his lap and hugged him.
 
   “I love you,” she kissed him.
 
   “Tessa you need to get up, so I can go help please,” his eyes starting to heat up.
 
   She grinned, “Sorry Lucas.”
 
   “Are you?” 
 
   “No,” she said smiling and doing a little happy dance with her feet.
 
   He stood up and kissed her head and rolled his eyes, “Goodbye Tessa.”
 
   Tessa cleaned and then jumped on the computer. Ben had messaged her on Facebook. She decided to call him, she clicked on the message. He had instructed her to click on a link; there was a ton of pictures of them on stage at the club in Syracuse. Damn he was a doll. She looked at herself, she looked so happy. She took a deep breath and dialed the phone.
 
   “Hey girl, how are you doing?” Ben asked with a smile in his voice.
 
   ”I’m good Ben, look I have to tell you something.”
 
   “You and Lucas back together?” 
 
   “Ben, I…” she started.
 
   “Don’t Tessa, we’re fine,” he said. “As long as he doesn’t hurt you he and I’ll be fine, this was bound to happen.”
 
   “You’re not mad at me?” 
 
   “No Tessa, not ever,” Ben said and her heart sank.
 
   “Thank you Ben,” she said quietly.
 
   “Tess, be good to yourself,” Ben said quietly.
 
   “Of course Ben, thank you.”
 
   She hung up the phone.
 
   He wrapped his arms around her and kissed her neck. She jumped.
 
   “You done with that?” 
 
   “Of course, it’s just not fun to hurt someone,” she said quietly.
 
   “Is he hurt?” Lucas asked.
 
   “No, he’s being Ben,” she said, “nice.”
 
   “Cool.”
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   They left for New Jersey early in the morning. Tessa and Jade sat in the back. Phoebe and Ryan sat in the middle, and Alex sat shotgun with Lucas.
 
   They drove for two hours before pulling over for lunch. 
 
   “Tessa could you come with me for a minute?” Lucas asked.
 
   She smiled, and he took her hand.
 
   “Or ten” he whispered and winked.
 
   They went outside and went to the bathroom and he kissed her and locked the door. He grinned, and she smiled back, no way she thought.
 
   “Quick one baby?” she shook her head yes. He reached under her skirt and smiled when he rubbed her damp bare flesh, “And she listens.”
 
   They walked in just in time to order. Jade looked at her and shook her head from side to side. No one else even noticed, except maybe Ryan.
 
   They arrived at Lucas’s Dad’s just before three in the afternoon.  Audrianna and the girls met them at the door; the girls ran out and hugged him. He picked them up, swung them around and kissed them. Tessa got out and watched him and smiled. Audrianna saw Tessa and she walked towards her and hugged her.
 
   “Tessa, how are you?” she was excited to see her.
 
   “I’m great,” she said watching Lucas with the girls, “How are you?”
 
   “Never better Tessa, thank you.”
 
   They went inside, and Audrianna showed them to their rooms.  Alex and Ryan were in one of the guest rooms and the girls in another. Lucas frowned and raised his eyebrow and shook his head no as he looked at her, she smiled.
 
   They followed Lucas out to the tree fort with the girls, and within twenty minutes the three boys had on tiaras and pink pearl beaded necklaces. Tessa took pictures and laughed. Audrianna and Jade brought out tea and tea cups. They danced and sang, and Lucas laughed like a little boy. Tessa loved seeing him like that. Hell right about now Tessa loved seeing him period.  Lucas took the girls and Audrianna inside.
 
   “Tessa he’s amazing with them, I don’t think I have ever seen him like that,” Jade smiled.
 
   “God he is amazing,” Tessa bit her lip.
 
   “What about when you two disappear to the bathroom for fifteen minutes?” Phoebe smiled.
 
   “He is pretty amazing then too,” Tessa blushed. “But don’t tell Alex.”
 
   “Alex is the one who pointed it out to me,” Phoebe laughed.
 
   “No way!” Tessa said as her jaw dropped.
 
   “Yes way,” Phoebe said still laughing.
 
   “Is he mad at me?” 
 
   “No Tessa, he loves you and Lucas” she said, “he isn’t happy about it, but he knows there isn’t much he can do about it either.”
 
   The girls came out with Princess Tiaras and dresses on. Lucas followed with a homemade king’s crown.
 
   “Princess Tessa, will you please come forward?” Ally said grinning.
 
   “Prince Lucas has a question for you,” Alexandra smiled.
 
   “Princess Tessa, will you please accompany me to Prom?” he winked.
 
   She smiled, “I’m not sure kind Prince. I would prefer to discuss this with the princesses before I can answer you. Princess Ally, Princess Alexandra, do you think that I should tell him yes or no?”
 
   “Yes!” they both yelled and jumped up and down.
 
   “Even if I already have a date in mind? Are you quite sure?”
 
   Again they jumped up and down and squealed yes.
 
   “Well then, I guess Prince Lucas-- I must accept,” she smiled.
 
   He picked her up and kissed her, “Thank you Tessa.”
 
   Landon returned at five that night. He walked in, and Lucas was chasing the girls around the table.  He laughed, “Nice crown, Lucas.”
 
   “Pretty cool huh?” Lucas snickered.
 
   “So how long can you stay?” 
 
   “I think we have to be back Thursday night.”
 
   They all walked in from outside. Landon watched as the kids walked through the door and his daughters jumped on Tessa.
 
   “Wow Lucas, you didn’t tell me Tessa was coming,” Landon smiled.
 
   “Everything’s good Dad,” he smiled at Tessa.
 
   “Ok then,” Landon patted him on the back.
 
   It was an unusually warm night for mid April, and they sat on the deck and ate dinner. Tessa and Phoebe helped Audrianna clean up. It was getting late, and Audrianna put the girls to bed.
 
   “Have you filled out any college paperwork Lucas?” Landon asked.
 
   “Uh… no I haven’t," Lucas said realizing that the deadlines were less than a month away.
 
   “I think you should try to squeeze that in while you’re here.”
 
   Tessa walked out with Jade and Phoebe, and he smiled as he saw her laughing.
 
   “Lucas,” Landon snapped is fingers in front of Lucas’s face, “Lucas this is important.”
 
   "I know Dad… she’s beautiful," Lucas said softly.
 
   “Tessa dear could you come here for a moment?” Landon asked. She walked over and smiled. “Could you have a seat for a minute?”
 
   Lucas pulled a chair next to his. He smiled; her eyes widened and wondered what this was about.
 
   “My son needs to be able to focus on getting some college applications submitted, do you think you could push him to do that?” Landon asked.
 
   “Sure, I really have little experience in that, but I’ll do what I can.”
 
   Lucas laughed.
 
   “What?” she asked.
 
   He shook his head and looked down and smiled.
 
   “Are you two alright? I mean what’s the status? I get very confused,” Landon said dryly.
 
   “We’re good Dad,” Lucas said looking at Tessa, “Very good.”
 
   Tessa blushed and gave him a serious look.
 
   “Tessa what are your plans after graduation?” Landon asked.
 
   “I am planning to go to school, close to home.” Damn this was uncomfortable she thought as she looked down.
 
   “And what will you do when Lucas goes away to college?” Landon asked.
 
   “To be honest, I never really thought about it. But I’ll be in school.”
 
   “Dad, I haven’t discussed my ideas with Tessa yet. You think this is necessary right now?” Lucas glared at him.
 
   “Well I just think it’s something you may want to think about,” Landon responded.
 
   “Okay well her cousin Jade will be having Tommy’s child in November. I’m sure Tessa will be very involved in that, I plan to be as much as I can. I was actually thinking of asking Tessa, Jade, and the baby to live me,” Lucas was very serious.
 
   “Oh I think we are getting ahead of ourselves here,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Why?” Lucas asked her.
 
   “I think that my parents might have a problem with that,” Tessa she looked down.
 
   “You're graduating; it’s your choice after that.”
 
   “Lucas, I don’t think this is the time to discuss this,” Tessa whispered and scowled. She was aware that all eyes were on her.
 
   “I think it’s a perfect time,” he said again very seriously.
 
   “Lucas, I think this is a bit premature,” Landon began.
 
   “You asked. I’m just telling you what I want,” Lucas said raising his eyebrow and sitting back in his chair.
 
   “Well it’s really not just about you, will you please excuse me?” She stood up and walked through the glass doors and into the house. She walked up the stairs and went into the room she would be sharing with Jade and Phoebe.
 
   “Was that necessary?” Lucas asked his Dad and stood up and went to find her.
 
   He walked into the room and Tessa was sitting on the bed listening to her music. He walked over and kissed her. She looked at him.
 
   “Why are you upset? I just told my father I wanted you to live with me baby, that doesn’t make you happy?”
 
   “It kind of freaks me out Lucas,” she pulled away from him.
 
   “Why, it’s not what you want?” Lucas asked confused.
 
   “Well I guess…” Tessa started.
 
   “What do you mean you guess?” Lucas asked defensively.
 
   “Lucas you didn’t let me finish,” her face saddened, “we just got back together, and we’re fighting already.”
 
   “No, we aren’t, we’re talking about our future,” Lucas said adamantly.
 
   “Ok, well, we’re going to college. Jade is having a baby. It’s a lot to think about in the two days we’ve been back together,” Tessa said.
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean?” Lucas snapped.
 
   “God Lucas, please don’t fight with me, can’t we just enjoy the next few days?” she pleaded.
 
   “Well I was thinking more long term than the next few days, but if that’s what you want then fine,” he quickly got up and walked away.
 
   She heard his door slam, and she got up and went into his room. He was sitting on his bed. She sat next to him.
 
   “Lucas don’t be mad at me,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “I’m not mad. I’m confused and maybe a bit frustrated. Ok and yes that was not the reaction I expected from you when I told my father I wanted THIS to be more,” Lucas confessed.
 
   She smiled at him, “Lucas, I’m sorry. Do you love me?”
 
   “Of course I do, do you love me?” he asked sarcastically.
 
   “Yes, madly,” she laughed. “We need to talk about things and think through things,” she kissed him.
 
   “Do you want to talk now?”  Lucas asked as he looked at her.
 
   “No, not really,” she grinned.
 
   “Good,” he kissed her.
 
   ~
 
   They walked onto the deck holding hands and smiling.
 
   Landon looked at them and shook his head. Audrianna sat next to him and grabbed his hand.
 
   “He loves her Landon.”
 
   “He’s loved a lot of girls.”
 
   “No, he has not, sex is not love,” she laughed.
 
   He smiled at her and winked. He stood up and dragged her behind him and whispered, “No but it is lots of fun.”
 
   They all sat around the outdoor fire pit talking and laughing. Tessa was falling asleep, and Jade already was asleep.
 
   “I’m going to bed, goodnight Lucas,” she said and kissed him.
 
   “See you later?” he whispered in her ear.
 
   She could not possibly imagine more, she was spent. She smiled.
 
   “We’ll see,” he stood up and took her hand and walked into the kitchen.
 
   “Are you mad at me?” he asked as he took her face in his hands.
 
   “No, Lucas,” she blushed and looked down.
 
   “Then what’s wrong?” 
 
   “I’m pretty beat up,” she smirked.
 
   “Oh, oh.” he said as it finally clicked. “I can kiss it and make it better,” he licked his lips slowly.
 
   Her eyes widened, and she bit her lip as she tried not to smile.
 
   “Sound like a plan?”
 
   “Lucas it sounds amazing, but I really think I want to give it a rest,” he looked hurt, “just for tonight. Don’t be mad please.”
 
   He looked up at her through his long black lashes and stuck out his bottom lip, “I’m not, I just can’t get enough of you it drives me crazy.”
 
   She wrapped her arms around him and kissed him.
 
   “And that isn’t helping,” he laughed.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa walked into the girls’ room, and Jade and Phoebe were already in PJ’s.
 
   “Again?” Phoebe said.
 
   “No, I don’t think that would have been possible,” Tessa said as she changed.
 
   “Why, how many times already?” Jade asked.
 
   “Four, and lots of other stuff,” she said laughing.
 
   “In three days, girl you can do better than that,” Jade laughed.
 
   “How often did you guys?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Depends,” she smiled, “Once we did four times in one day.”
 
   “How could you walk?”
 
   Phoebe laughed, “It gets easier, and you need a little break to heal though.”
 
   “You and Alex?” Tessa gasped.
 
   Phoebe’s face fell and went pale; tears started forming in her eyes, “No Tessa.”
 
   “Oh,” Tessa was confused.
 
   “I’m going to tell you something, and I beg you not to tell anyone,” Phoebe took a deep breath.
 
   “Phoebe you don’t have to,” Jade held her hand.
 
   “No, I want to.”
 
   She told them everything. Her parents had lots of parties, and her Dad’s friend had molested her for about five years. In her last foster family, there was a boy who had assaulted her for six months. She gave details, horrible graphic details of the abuse she took. Jade and Tessa cried and held her.
 
   Alex walked in the door and saw them."What’s going on?” 
 
   Alex looked at Phoebe who was hugging her knees and hiding her face.
 
   “Tess, are you guys okay?” 
 
   “Yeah,” she wiped her eyes and rubbed Phoebe’s back.
 
   Alex walked over to Phoebe and knelt down in front of her. “Phoebe you alright?”
 
   She shook her head yes.
 
   “Hey Alex would you wait outside for just a second?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Phoebe do you want me to leave?” Alex asked softly.
 
   “Sorry this is embarrassing,” Phoebe whispered.
 
   “Alex, just give her a minute,” Tessa rubbed his shoulder.
 
   He left confused.
 
   “Phoebe I don’t know anyone in the whole world that is as trustworthy as my brother. Do you love him?” 
 
   “Yes and I don’t want him to hate me,” Phoebe closed her eye’s tightly as tears continued to fall.
 
   “Oh Phoebe he would never, don’t you see the way he looks at you?” Tessa hugged her. “He’s worried about you Phoebe.”
 
   “Will you tell him?” 
 
   “Phoebe you need to,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “I can’t,” Phoebe cried.
 
   “Yes you can, when you’re ready.”
 
   ~
 
   Jade and Tessa walked out in the hall and Alex was standing with Lucas, both looking confused.  Ryan walked out in his shorts.
 
   “Everything alright?” Ryan said rubbing his eyes as he walked past Jade on his way to the bathroom.
 
   Jade looked at him and shook her head yes.
 
   Alex walked into the bedroom and shut the door.
 
   Phoebe looked at Alex, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “Phoebe what’s going on?” Alex asked with genuine concern.
 
   She told him everything as he sat and held her hands.
 
   “I wouldn’t blame you if you wanted to stop this.”
 
   He looked angry; he wiped her face and held her hands.
 
   “Alex I’m sorry.”
 
   He hugged her, “Phoebe I’m not at all angry with you. I want to kill the people who hurt you, because their behavior warrants it…but I’m not at all angry with you.”
 
   She hugged him back. “I don’t expect you to want to be with me Alex, you deserve someone like you. Someone good and not… damaged.”
 
   “Phoebe you’re good. You have been through so much, and I need to tell you something,” she looked at him as he took a deep breath and swallowed. “Phoebe, I love you.”
 
   She just stared at him, “You don’t have to Alex, you don’t have to say that.”
 
   “I do. I wish I had told you before now, and I hope you aren’t put off by it,” Alex said.
 
   “I don’t know what to say,” she wiped her eyes, “Thank you?”
 
   “You’re welcome,” he hugged her.
 
   Alex held her wondering what would become of them. Wishing he had told her he loved her at a different time and praying she would be alright.
 
   Jade came out of the bathroom, and Ryan was standing against the wall next to the girls room with his eyes closed.
 
   “Are they in there still?” Jade asked him.
 
   Ryan opened his eyes and yawned, “Yes.”
 
   “Well we can sleep in here, there are two beds right?” Jade said laughing. “Unless you prefer the wall.”
 
   “You sure,” Ryan asked.
 
   “Yes,” Jade laughed.
 
   They walked in, and he waited for her to lie down and he took the other bed.
 
   Lucas and Tessa walked up the stairs and had drinks for everyone. They opened the girls’ door, and Alex was sitting on the bed, holding and rocking Phoebe who was asleep.
 
   “Here’s some water. You okay?” 
 
   “I’m livid,” Alex whispered. “How could that have happened to her?”
 
    “I don’t know Alex, but she’s pretty damn amazing.”
 
   “Tessa I love her,” Alex looked so angry
 
   “Well… tell her silly.”
 
   “I did,” Alex looked away, “bad timing I think.”
 
   “What did she say?” 
 
   "She told me I didn't have to," Alex huffed, “As if I had a choice, I knew from …this shit sucks.”
 
   “Give her time. Are you staying with her tonight?”
 
   “Yes.”
 
   Lucas walked out of the boys’ room and laughed as Tessa came out of the girl’s room.
 
   “Jade is in one bed, Ryan in the other and they’re sleeping. You want to go in there, or will you sleep with me?” he winked.
 
   “I will SLEEP with you.”
 
   They went in, and he locked his door. Oh boy she thought. He got undressed and kissed her.
 
   “Lucas,” her head was spinning.
 
   “We’re going to sleep tonight,” he lifted the covers and patting the bed.
 
   She climbed in, and he covered her up. She watched him walk around the bed, he was absolutely perfect. Tall and built like she had never seen, and right now he was gloriously naked. She smiled and took a deep breath. He climbed in beside her and pulled her over so that she was lying on his chest.
 
   She couldn’t sleep; all she could think about was what was under those covers, so close and ready for her. He fell asleep and she climbed under the covers.
 
   “Baby, what are you doing?” he grabbed her head and moaned.
 
   When he was about ready he grabbed tissues.
 
   She sat up and smiled, “You know I could finish.”
 
   “I have a doctor appointment tomorrow afternoon; just to be sure all is well. I do that every six months. And then, well, and then you may regret asking for it,” he laughed.
 
   “Well then why do you?” she pointed down.
 
   “Tessa seriously how many people have you been with?” 
 
   She laughed, “Oh that’s right.”
 
   "My turn," he started going under.
 
   "Oh no,” she pulled him up and hugged him.
 
   “For how long?”
 
   “A day maybe two,” he gave her his best pouty lip look. “I’ll take care of you, Lucas.”
 
   “You better,” hugged her, “Please let me know as soon as I can touch you again.”
 
   Lucas woke up again to her under the covers.
 
   “Damn Baby,” he pulled her up and flipping her over.
 
   “What are you doing?” she asked, “I wasn’t done.”
 
   “You seriously can’t expect me to not touch you,” he disappeared under the covers.
 
   She immediately arched her back and responded to him, she didn’t feel sore anymore. She scooted up, and he looked up at her.
 
   “No baby, get back down here,” he demanded.
 
   She opened his nightstand drawer and handed him a condom and smiled.
 
   “You sure?” 
 
   “Oh yes,” she said.
 
   “Give me a minute,” he pushed her back down, “I’m not finished here.”
 
   “Oh Lucas,” she grabbed his hair.
 
   Her body quivered, and she finally breathed. He moved up and slowly entered her.
 
   “Tessa you are so fucking hot.”
 
   She smiled and pushed him on his back and slowly took control. He watched her face and her body; he caressed her breasts as she moved. She started to arch her back, and he sat up and kissed her as she continued to move. He picked her up, stood up, and kissed her. He pulled away and turned her so that her back was to him. He wrapped his arm around her waist and quickly pushed her forward. Her hands were on the bed, he brought her knees up she was on all fours. He caressed her, and she moaned.
 
   “Hold on baby,” he hissed as moved into her, she started to yell, and he slowed, and handed her a pillow, “You alright?”
 
   “Oh yes, don’t stop please.”
 
   “Okay use the pillow, we don’t need to wake everyone up.”
 
   He repeatedly pounded in to her and she finally fell into the bed, and he followed.
 
   He sat up and pulled her into him.
 
   “Holy shit baby,” he said breathless.
 
   She turned to him and smiled wildly.
 
   “Lucas that was amazing.”
 
   “It didn’t hurt?” 
 
   “No, not really, at first maybe but no,” she giggled.
 
   “Good, so next time it’s on,” he smiled wickedly.
 
   Her eyes widened.
 
   “I’ve used a lot of restraint Tessa, and I don’t want to. Next time I’m going to unleash on you, we’re going to have to leave today. I want to hear you scream my name as I fuck you hard.”
 
   Her mouth gapped, I think I would love that, she thought. Lucas watched her face for a reaction. It was exactly what he had hoped.
 
   “Oh I love you, Baby,” he stood up and dragged her into the bathroom.
 
   He handed her a tooth brush and started the shower. They brushed their teeth and got in the shower. They washed each other and kissed deep hard kisses until the water started to cool. He grabbed a towel for both of them, and they stepped out and started getting dressed.
 
   “I wish we could stay like this every day Tessa,” Lucas said softly.
 
   She smiled, “I think I would like that.”
 
   “Oh, but yesterday living with me was a touchy subject,” he raised his eyebrow.
 
   “Lucas, I want to very much. But right now I want to enjoy all this. It’s new to me, and I’d like to bask in it as long as I can,” she kissed him. “Please, understand that.”
 
   He looked at her, and his look softened, “That’s fine for now, baby. By the way, it really likes you basking in it, on it, around it…”
 
   Tessa laughed and he smiled.
 
   They went downstairs, and everyone was still asleep. Tessa wanted to make breakfast and Lucas helped. They made veggie omelets and fruit salad.
 
   The girls woke up and ran downstairs. Lucas hugged them and sat them at the bar. Tessa asked him for food coloring and he found it. She made the eggs pink, and they each ate half of a four egg omelet.
 
   Audrianna came down and whispered in Lucas’s ear, “How did you guys get them to eat eggs and veggies?”
 
   He laughed, “I think they were magic Princess eggs? You’d have to ask her.”
 
    “Good morning everyone,” Landon smiled as he walked in the room.
 
   They all said hello and Audrianna told him about the eggs with broccoli and spinach.
 
   “You girls ate all that?” he smiled at his daughters.
 
   “Tessa’s magic,” Ally said. Tessa smiled and set plates in front of Audrianna and Landon.
 
   “Thank you Tessa,” they said.
 
   Jade and Ryan came down, and she cooked another omelet, Lucas kissed her head and took the food to their friends.  
 
   Jade ate very fast, and Ryan laughed at her. “You want mine?” 
 
   She smacked him, “Yes actually.”
 
   “Eat up Jade,” Ryan smiled.
 
   Tessa laughed and made them another.
 
   “I don’t know why I’m so hungry,” Jade swallowed and dove in for another bite.
 
   Ryan chuckled and shook his head.
 
   “What?” Jade giggled
 
   “Jade,” he whispered, “You’re pregnant; you’re supposed to be hungry.”
 
   She laughed.
 
   “Do you see that?” Tessa whispered to Lucas.
 
   “Yes I’ve seen that for a few months now.”
 
   “What do you mean?” 
 
   “I think he really cares about her.”
 
   “That doesn’t bother you?” 
 
   “No, she loves Tommy, and Ryan isn’t an idiot. I’m pretty sure it has a lot to do with her brothers.”
 
   Tessa looked down, “That was an awful time for her, and every time I feel sorry for myself, I think about them. She has been through so much,” she took a deep breath “And now this.”
 
   He hugged her and rubbed his nose against hers. Landon watched his son’s show of affection. A new look for his Lucas around the many females he had brought in and out of his life.
 
   “He loves her Landon,” Audrianna whispered.
 
   “I see that, and it scares the hell out of me,” he looked away.
 
   Phoebe and Alex came down. He held her hand, she looked exhausted.
 
   Lucas brought them breakfast and smiled at them, “Enjoy.”
 
   Alex pulled a chair out for Phoebe, and she looked down and sat. He sat next to her and cut up her omelet and handed her a fork. She played with her food as he ate. He took her fork and lifted her chin.
 
   “Phoebe, eat please,” she took a bite and swallowed hard.
 
   Everyone had left the kitchen to get ready for the day. Tessa was washing dishes as she watched them. “Alex, can you give us a minute?”
 
   He walked with his shoulders wilting.
 
   “Phoebe are you okay?” Tessa wrapped her arm around Phoebes shoulder.
 
   “No Tessa, I can’t even look at him, it’s hard enough looking at you.” 
 
   Tessa picked up the fork with eggs on it.
 
   “These are magic eggs Phoebe. I made them for you, please eat them,” she made an airplane noise that she used to make for Jake when he was a baby.
 
   Phoebe smiled politely and opened her mouth and chewed.
 
   “When you were sleeping last night I came in. My brother told me he loves you,” she said and did the airplane noise and Phoebe opened and chewed. “Do you love my brother?”
 
   Phoebe smiled, “Very much but, I don’t want him to feel he has to.”
 
   Tessa did the noise again and put more food in Phoebe’s mouth.
 
   “If Alex said he loves you, he does Phoebe. He told me your response, and I think he feels like you don’t feel the same.”
 
   Phoebe swallowed, “That’s not what I wanted, Tessa. I’d never hurt him, I love him very much.”
 
   Tessa looked at the doorway and Alex stood there leaning on the wall, and he smiled at her. She motioned with her head to come over. Alex walked over and Tessa handed him the fork and stood up and walked out. Alex looked at Phoebe and smiled.
 
   “Can we try this again?” he asked. She shook her head yes, “Phoebe, I love you.”
 
   She hugged him, “I love you, I’m sorry.”
 
   Tessa smiled as she walked into the hallway, she did a little happy dance and looked up. Audrianna, Landon, and Lucas were standing there. Her face turned red immediately.
 
   “You are so precious,” Audrianna giggled.
 
   Lucas and Landon smiled and Tessa closed her eyes hoping they would all disappear, how embarrassing she thought.
 
   “Tessa you do know we can still see you right? Even with your eyes closed?” Landon chuckled.
 
   “Dad,” Lucas chuckled.
 
   “Well, when you were little you didn’t think we could… I just thought Tessa should know,” Landon patted her back as he walked by.
 
   Lucas grabbed her hand, and they went out on the deck where Jade and Ryan sat enjoying the sun.
 
   “I have a physical in an hour, is it okay if I take Tessa with me?” Lucas asked Jade.
 
   “Of course,” Jade smiled. “Besides, I think I’m going to grab that chess board and kick this boy’s butt.”
 
   “Jade, you don’t have a chance,” Ryan laughed.
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   Lucas drove down the road and pulled over into a park. He drove up a long seasonal hilly road.
 
   “Strange place for a doctor’s office.”
 
   Lucas looked out of the corner of his eye and saw her smiling. Nice, he thought.
 
   He pulled over and jumped out and opened her door and grabbed her hand. He pulled her to a small cabin in the clearing.
 
   

“You don’t have to be quiet here baby,” watched her eyes widen. “You alright?”
 
   She shook her head yes and looked in his eyes, unsure of what to expect.
 
   Lucas slowly undressed her, took her hand and walked behind the cabin, there was a picnic table. He took his shirt off and put it on the table, he grabbed her hips and lifted her and sat her on it. His nostrils flared and jaw clenched.
 
   “If it gets to be too much, tell me baby.”
 
   He kissed her from her neck to her mouth and down to her breasts. She flinched as he bit down hard on her. She held her breath. Lucas used his long fingers to open her mouth.
 
   “I want to hear you baby,” he whispered and continued down her stomach.
 
   She moaned when he used his fingers pushed into her wetness. He pushed in another finger circling her inside as his palm rubbed her lips on the outside. He stood up, continuing to please her. He kissed her and took her breasts again.
 
   “Oh God Lucas,” she moaned.
 
   His pace quickened and then he stopped. He turned her and sat on the bench.
 
   “Lay down now Tessa,” he said forcefully.
 
   Lucas moved down and began to devour her, and she moaned pushing into his face as he held her legs wide open, holding her thighs down on the hard wood of the table. 
 
   “Lucas… oh Lucas” she couldn’t stand it and tried to sit up but he held her down and bit harder and sucked on her swollen nub. His tongue dipped deeper and she yelled out his name over and over.
 
   Lucas stopped and stood in front of her head.
 
   “You want this Tessa?” he asked as he slowly rubbed down the length of him.
 
   “Yes,” she moaned, her body ached for his touch. “Please Lucas.”
 
   “Beg me baby.”
 
   “Please Lucas.”
 
   He walked up and said, “Suck my dick, Baby.”
 
   She did, and his hands moved down her body, and his fingers pushed into her. She gasped and moaned and cried out his name with her mouth full of him. He pulled away and held himself in his hand and dragged his tip across her swollen lips. Her tongue circled the tip and he grabbed the back of her head and pushed forcefully into her mouth. He pulled out and groaned.
 
   He climbed on top of her and slammed into her fast and hard, over and over again.
 
   “Don’t stop Lucas,” she whined and he moved faster fucking her harder than he ever had as she yelled his name.
 
   He slowed down and stopped.
 
   “Come baby,” he said and helped her off the table.
 
   He put on a condom and sat on the bench. He turned her around.
 
   “Touch your toes” he demanded, and she did what he asked.
 
   He squeezed her ass, stood up and slowly entered her.
 
   “Stay that way as long as you can,” he instructed. He moved fast and hard, she cried out and started to lose her balance. He grabbed her by the waist and continued, collapsed into his arms and he turned them around and laid her over the table on his shirt.
 
   “Hang on baby,” he said and he squeezed her ass and changed his pace to a bit slower and much harder until he finally finished hearing his name echoing through the forest.
 
   He let her lay still panting and ran to the front of the cabin and grabbed her clothes. He came back, and she hadn’t moved: her breaths were hard and fast. He lifted her up against him and kissed her cheek.
 
   “I love you baby,” he whispered.
 
   He turned her toward him and lifted her back on the table and put her shirt over her head. She slowly put her arms in the holes. She had her eyes closed still trying to control her breathing. He thought she looked so hot this way, note to self, do this more often he thought, and smiled. He put her feet through her underwear and pants and pulled them up as far as he could.
 
   “Baby can you help me out?” 
 
   She shook her head no.
 
   “You okay?” he asked and she grinned and shook her head yes. “Alright then,” he picked her up.
 
   Lucas slid her pants the rest of the way up. He grabbed his shirt and put it on.
 
   “Tessa, we kind of have to go baby, I’m already late,” he laughed.
 
   She opened her eyes and looked at him, “I can’t move my legs.”
 
   “Oh God, Tessa.”
 
   She smiled her eyes still closed, “They feel like Jell-O, you’re going to have to give me a minute,” she laughed.
 
   “Oh thank God I thought I had hurt you,” he hugged her, “but we have to go. I want to get this done, so I don’t have to use those things anymore.”
 
   Lucas picked her up and walked to the car and set her in, he jumped in and buckled her seat belt and did the same.
 
   “We okay?” he asked pulling onto the road.
 
   “Yes Lucas, we’re fine,” she closed her eyes.
 
   “Okay why are you so quiet?” 
 
   “My body is still throwing a party,” she giggled.
 
   “Are you kidding me?” he laughed.
 
   “No joke,” she said quietly.
 
   He reached over and grabbed her breast.
 
   She smiled, “That’s not going to help.”
 
   “Baby,” he whispered and continued, “You are so fucking hot.”
 
   “Lucas, please,” she said closing her knees tightly and moaned.
 
   “Shit Tessa,” he pulled into the doctor’s office. “Okay-- you stay here. I’m hoping it will be quick and then we are going back, I want you again, already.”
 
   She smiled, “Good luck.”
 
   He came out thirty minutes later, and the car was locked, and she wasn’t in it. She walked out the door and looked annoyed.
 
   He walked up and hugged her.
 
   “Ready to go,” he smiled.
 
   “Yes, I need to go to the store.”
 
   “Okay.”
 
   Lucas pulled into the grocery store and he started getting out.
 
   “Lucas I can go by myself,” Tessa said scowling.
 
   “No, I’ll go with you.”
 
   She didn’t get out.
 
   “Tessa what’s going on?”
 
   “Lucas, I have my period,” she looked at his face waiting for his disappointment to show.
 
   “Oh, well that happens right?” Lucas looked down and quickly up at her again smiling, “That means you can start your pills on Sunday.”
 
   “You’re not disappointed?” 
 
   “No,” he laughed. “Come on.”
 
   She got out, “You don’t have to come with me.”
 
   “Are you embarrassed?” Lucas grabbed her hand.
 
   “Aren’t you?” 
 
   “No, I’m pretty sure they aren’t going to think they’re for me,” he laughed.
 
   She smiled, “You’re a jerk.”
 
   They walked in the store, and he was smirking. She smacked him and laughed. He wrapped his arm around her waist and kissed her. They walked to the health and beauty section, and Tessa grabbed a box of pads.
 
   “Seriously that’s what you use?” 
 
   “Lucas yes,” she whispered.
 
   Lucas stood and looked at all the different types of pads, “Now what the hell do you need wings for and why not these?” he asked picking up a box of Tampons.
 
   “I’m not shoving something up me.”
 
   “Why not?” he asked.
 
   “Because I’m a vir...” she paused. “I don’t know,” her face was red.
 
   “I can help,” he smiled and raised his eyebrow.
 
   “Oh no, we are officially on a break for a week.”
 
   “I can still help,” he threw them in the cart. “We need chocolate?”
 
   She smiled, “Yes, of course.”
 
   They walked around, and he grabbed some snacks and drinks. They stood in the long line, and he pulled her into him and hugged her as they waited.
 
   “I’m tired.”
 
   “Rest, this is the shortest line, and I think it’s going to take awhile,” he kissed her head.
 
   They got up to the checkout and started loading the belt.
 
   “Hello Lucas,” the cashier said.
 
   Tessa looked up.
 
   “Hey Leah, this is Tessa my girlfriend.”
 
   “Hello Tessa,” Leah looked away.
 
   She scanned all the items and came to the feminine hygiene products; Leah smirked, “Going to be a fun stay, huh?” 
 
   Tessa’s jaw dropped, and she looked at Lucas.
 
   “Yeah it will be,” he winked at Tessa. “By the way, they are for me,” he said and handed her money.
 
   Tessa laughed, as they walked out.
 
   They pulled into Lucas’ Dad’s house and grabbed the bags from the SUV. Audrianna helped carry them in. Lucas grabbed the female items and ran upstairs to his bathroom. When he came down Tessa was looking through the bags for her things.
 
   He kissed her head, “My bathroom baby.”
 
   “Lucas there is a lot of junk food here,” Audrianna said.
 
   He smiled, “I know… Tessa has horrible eating habits.”
 
   Tessa looked at him and shook her head, “Oh Lucas don’t we need to start on those applications?” 
 
   “Yes, I guess so,” he grimaced.
 
   By dinner, Lucas, Ryan, Alex, Tessa, Jade, and Phoebe had all filled out five different applications. 
 
   Tessa, Jade and Phoebe played with the girls and helped cook dinner.
 
   “Lucas, I’m not trying to bring up any touchy subjects… but what are your plans for the summer?” 
 
   “Not sure Dad why?” 
 
   “Well there is a job up for bid in Ithaca; I thought if you were available you could kind of keep track of it for me. It’s not a huge job; it’ll start at the end of June and end in the middle of August.”
 
   “Sure,” Lucas said. “Do I get to boss people around?”
 
   “Well you’ll get to do a lot of things. I’ll spend a few weeks there, I found a house on Cayuga Lake that we can rent if Audrianna would like to stay,” he smiled at her.
 
   “Cool, will we need a lot of people?” he asked.
 
   “We might need a few extra hands, why?” 
 
   “I was thinking of Ryan and Alex. I would love to tell them what to do all day, and they both operate equipment already. Oh, and can we hire the girls to make us lunch?” Lucas laughed.
 
   “Well the boys yes, it’s not work for females.”
 
   Lucas saw Tessa form the corner of her eye and he could feel her knee bouncing, she was annoyed. He laughed.
 
   “What’s so funny?” Landon asked.
 
   “Oh nothing. Ryan, Alex what do you say?” Lucas asked.
 
   “I’ll have to work on the farm. Dad’s going to need me before I go away,” Alex said, “But thank you.”
 
   “I’m in,” Ryan said. “I can help with hay after work,” he looked at Alex.
 
   “Perfect,” Landon said.
 
   “Do you know what would be perfect?” Audrianna asked. “You and the boys cleaning up dishes. I know its women’s work, but I think you might be able to handle it dear.”
 
   Audrianna smiled and turned to see Tessa looking down trying not to laugh.
 
   “Not a problem,” Landon chuckled, knowing he was being challenged.
 
   “Oh and maybe dinner tomorrow night”
 
   “Oh and breakfast,” Tessa whispered to Audrianna.
 
   “And breakfast in the morning, Landon can you manage that?” Audrianna asked laughing.
 
   “I can Audri, but you’d better be able to handle what I have in store for you tonight.” he said walking into the kitchen.
 
   She blushed, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “Don’t be, have fun with that,” Jade said and they all laughed.
 
   “Audrianna, how did you two meet?” Phoebe asked.
 
   Audrianna told them the whole story.
 
   Landon and Kate had Lucas very young, they were sixteen, and it was unplanned. Landon was only thirty five and very good looking. Lucas looked more like his mom but his body type definitely favored Landon’s. Landon had starting working construction and taking night classes to get through high school. Landon became a foreman at eighteen. He also started playing around then. Kate drank a lot trying to dull the pain she felt as a result of his infidelities and hers. After the divorce, Landon started his first construction company. Landon met wife number two shortly after. He also left New York. He was able to afford to give them the lifestyle he thought Lucas deserved. Wife number two only lasted three years and he was onto wife number three, she was more his age and lasted five years. She made him seek marriage counseling, and that is where he met Audrianna. She was a couple years older than Landon, but you would never be able to tell. Wife three had an affair with the counselor and Landon was less than happy when he found out. Audrianna was wife three’s counselor’s supervisor. She was single and planned on staying that way. One thing led to another, and she fell in love with him. They’d been married for seven years now. Of course, they had taken the break, she wanted him to be more present and felt that if he missed her and the girls they would get back together and life would be perfect again. That only happened after Lucas met Tessa.
 
   Tessa was painting the girl’s nails, listening to Audrianna. She learned more in those ten minutes from Audrianna than in the game she and Lucas played at her mom’s apartment back in the fall.
 
   “Will you sleep in our room tonight Tessa?” Alexandra asked.
 
   Tessa looked at Lucas, and he was shaking his head no.
 
   “I would love to,” she laughed.
 
   Tessa and Lucas read them a few stories. Tessa lay down with them.
 
   “When they fall asleep, please come outside, we’ll be there,” he left, and the three of them fell asleep.
 
   She woke up at about three in the morning and snuck in his room. She climbed into bed and wrapped her arms around him. He woke and looked down at her.
 
   “Hey Tessa, you finally made it out?”
 
   She smiled, “Go to sleep, Lucas.”
 
   At about six thirty, Landon came in and saw Tessa lying next to Lucas. He cleared his throat, and she jumped up, and Lucas smiled.
 
   “Hey Dad.”
 
   “Good morning Lucas,” he said trying not to smile. “Tessa thanks for getting all my Princesses to sleep last night, but if the other two wake up and you’re gone, they’re going to be very upset.”
 
   “Okay I’m sorry, I really am --nothing happened I promise, I have my,” and she stopped and put her hand over her mouth.
 
   Why the hell am I telling him all this? Her face turned bright red, and she looked at Lucas who was shocked and very amused.
 
   “Oh God I’m sorry,” she said as she ran out the door.
 
   Landon and Lucas laughed, “She is a treat, Lucas.”
 
   “Yeah I know,” Lucas said. “What’s up?”
 
   “Breakfast, is what’s up. Let’s do this,” he rolled his eyes.
 
   Lucas pulled in the driveway with the breakfast food and tiptoed in the house. Landon made a little mess of the kitchen to make it look like they had cooked and not gotten takeout. Ryan and Alex came into the room.
 
   “Everything already done?” Ryan asked.
 
   Lucas and Landon looked at each other and smiled, “Yes.”
 
   “You guys have this… I’ll be serving my wife breakfast in bed,” he smiled.
 
   The girls came down and ate.
 
   “Great job guys,” Phoebe said.
 
   Tessa ate and smiled, “Lucas it tastes great, what spices did you use?” 
 
   “Well, what ones do you taste Baby?” he asked completely avoiding eye contact.
 
   She laughed; he grinned and shook his head. The boys cleaned up, and Tessa went and showered as Lucas played Candy Land with the girls. Audrianna and Landon came downstairs, and both were showered and ready for the day. Lucas smirked, and Audrianna smacked him as she walked over to Tessa.
 
   “Breakfast was good huh?”
 
   Tessa laughed, “Yes it was actually.”
 
   “So I’m taking the day off,” Landon announced.
 
   Audrianna looked shocked.
 
   “We’re all going to go see the Yankee’s play, but before that I thought we could do a little shopping and a show?”
 
   The girls jumped up and down and clapped.
 
   Tessa looked at Lucas, and he smiled. They went upstairs, and Tessa went in the bathroom and shut the door in his face and he opened it laughing, “Can we shower?”
 
   “No,” her face turned red.
 
   “Ok sorry baby, privacy right?” he asked as he shut the door.
 
   She came out, and he kissed her.
 
   “Sorry Tessa.”
 
   “Well thanks but it’s not your fault,” kissed him back.
 
   ~
 
   “Tessa will you ride with us?” Alexandra asked as they all walked outside.
 
   “Of course.”
 
    “Ditching me again Tessa?”
 
   “I’m of no use to you right now,” she laughed.
 
   “So not true,” he ran his finger across her lower lip.
 
   ~
 
   In the car, Tessa sat between the girls as they talked about going to their favorite doll store. She learned about all the different hysterical characters, (which Tessa knew were actually historical characters) and that they all came with books. They had tea parties and photo shoots and could get their doll’s hair done.
 
   “You don’t have a doll?” Ally asked.
 
   “No, I don’t I’m kind of an outdoor person. You’re so lucky to have such beautiful things; you better make sure you are super good for your parents.”
 
   “Were you bad and that’s why you didn’t get one?” Alexandra asked.
 
   Tessa laughed, “No, I just come from a much different kingdom.”
 
   “Well what’s it like?” Ally asked.
 
   “Well I live on a farm, and we work a lot.”
 
   “Well what do you play with?” Alexandria asked.
 
   “Well when I was your age, I played with lots of things. With my sisters, I played Barbie's. With my Dad, I learned to drive tractors and well –shoot a bow. With my Mom it was always fun to bake and play in the garden, in the dirt with worms,” Tessa tickled them.
 
   They laughed.
 
   “Well now that you’re older what do you play with?” Ally asked.
 
   “Well I love music and theatre. I help at our church, I actually have a little group of kids that sing in front of the church, and I get to play with them once a week. I still love all the things I did when I was little, but it’s just much busier now,” Tessa explained.
 
   “Do you like to play with Lucas?” Alexandra asked.
 
   “Well sure I do,” she saw Landon smirk, and Audrianna squeezed his hand and shook her head.
 
   “What do you play with him?” Ally asked.
 
   “We talk a lot, mostly about our families and friends. He talks about you two all the time. When he is in a sad and wants to be happy he thinks or talks about the two of you. He’s much happier now that you’re in his life. We rode snowmobiles once, and we go to each others games and sometimes out to dinner.”
 
   “But mostly talk?” Alexandra asked.
 
   “Yes, actually,” Tessa laughed
 
   They pulled into a parking lot, and Landon opened the door to get Ally out, and Audrianna got Alexandra. Lucas pulled in and smiled when he saw his father holding the door for Tessa.
 
   “Tessa, have you ever seen the play Wicked?” Landon asked.
 
   “No, but I’ve read the book,” Tessa said.
 
   “Well it starts in an hour and the box office is holding tickets for the six of you,” Lucas stood next to them and held Tessa’s hand, “And we are going to take the girls to an extremely overpriced,” Audrianna looked at him and raised her eyebrow, “but worth every penny, doll store. After that, we will meet and have an early dinner and do a little touring, and then it’s off to watch the boys win one at home.”
 
   “Thank you,” Tessa said, knowing the whole theatre experience was for her.
 
   ~
 
   The show was amazing.
 
   “You’re going to be up there someday,” Lucas kissed her as they walked out.
 
   Tessa laughed “I don’t think so, that doesn’t fit into my future plans.”
 
   “Well why not?” 
 
   “I’m a farm girl, remember? I like the much simpler things in life,” she smiled.
 
   They did some shopping and went to dinner in Times Square. The girls played with their new dolls. Ally had gotten the one that lived with her uncle and aunt in New York City and Alexandra got her best friend, the one who had two sisters and was orphaned. They were beautiful dolls and the books were very much based on historical events.
 
   The baseball game was amazing. Their seats were behind the Yankees dug out. The Yankee’s won the game by four runs. Tessa and Alex bought hats and tee shirts for their siblings and parents, Tessa also snuck in a Onsie for Jade’s baby. Audrianna took lots of pictures throughout the day.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa was tired and very crampy when they got home. Jade looked exhausted.
 
   “You okay Jade?”
 
   “Just tired, but I had so much fun today,” Jade smiled. “I think I should let Phoebe and Alex sleep in the girl’s room tonight, I can crash in with Ryan.”
 
   Tessa and Lucas helped his dad and step mom carry in all the bags. Audrianna made the girls take baths after being in the city all day, germs everywhere she had said. Tessa and Lucas finished reading the book from the car to them, and they fell asleep as soon as they knew everything was going to be okay with the orphaned girls.
 
   She followed Lucas into his room, and he smiled, “You’re going to stay with me all night?”
 
   “Is that okay even though we can’t… well, you know.”
 
   “Baby there are other things we could do,” he said reaching his hands down the back of her pants.
 
   She scowled at him, “Oh hell no.”
 
   He laughed, “Someday you’ll be begging for it.”
 
   “Let’s get one thing, well two things straight, not there ever! And not during this week, got it?” 
 
   He smiled completely focused on her mouth. She laughed.
 
   “I am going to take a shower, you know germs everywhere,” he laughed.
 
   “Can I join you?” she smiled.
 
   “Sure.”
 
   She put on the bottoms of her swim suit and climbed in with him. He smiled.
 
   She went down to her knees and grinned up at him.
 
   “You are so awesome,” his deep lust filled voice cracked when she took him into her mouth.
 
   They got dried off, and she put on her nightgown. He held her and kissed her.
 
   “I love you Tessa,” he whispered as she fell asleep.
 
   ~
 
   In the morning, Jade was up with a pen and paper writing in the kitchen.
 
   “Good morning,” Tessa said as she walked by.
 
   “Good morning, how was last night?” Jade grinned.
 
   Landon walked in and laughed. “She has her period, so it was probably uneventful.”
 
   Tessa instinctively smacked him in the stomach as he walked by, her jaw dropped when she realized she had hit him.
 
   “Oh God, I’m sorry,” she turned bright red.
 
   Landon laughed loudly, “No… I completely deserved that.”
 
   He walked up and put his arm around her.
 
   “It’s the hormones right?” he whispered.
 
   She laughed. “You think it’s funny now. You’re in for a rude awakening when you have three in the house all at the same time and you have to deal with it.”
 
   “I am not looking forward to that. But that tree fort can be modified” Landon smiled. “Tessa Ross, I like you.”
 
   Lucas walked in the room and saw his Dad smiling at Tessa with his arm around her shoulder.
 
   “Wow what’s going on here?”
 
   “Well I was just telling Tessa she’d better hurry up and cook me breakfast,” Landon smiled.
 
   “And I was just going to teach your Dad how to make breakfast,” Tessa shot back.
 
   “What do you mean? I made it yesterday.”
 
   “Yeah… okay,” she giggled.
 
   Audrianna came downstairs and laughed when she saw Landon and Lucas making breakfast, Tessa was sitting on a stool near them telling them what to do as she and Jade laughed.
 
   “Wow you’re actually cooking breakfast today?” Audrianna smiled.
 
   “What do you mean?” Landon said.
 
   “Did you think I didn’t know?” 
 
   “Busted,” Jade said, and they all laughed.
 
   The girls bound through the doorway with their dolls and hugged Lucas. He smiled and sat down and let them tell him all about the tea party and photo shoot.
 
   “Tessa, would you read this and tell me what you think?” Jade handed her the letter she had written that she intended on reading at the sentencing that was on Friday for the drunk driver that had hit them and killed Tommy.
 
   Tessa sat and read the four page letter and tears rolled down her face. Lucas looked over at her and asked Jade what was up. She told him, and he hugged her.
 
   “You okay?” Lucas asked Jade
 
   “I will be. He can’t walk for this Lucas, he just can’t,” Jade started to cry.
 
   Tessa finished the letter and looked at Jade who was hugging Lucas.
 
   “It’s perfect Jade,” she said quietly.
 
   Ryan, Phoebe, and Alex walked in. They all had their bags packed.
 
   “Is everything alright?” Ryan asked looking at Jade.
 
   She shook her head no and stood up and walked towards him, and he hugged her. She wrapped her arms around him and cried.
 
   “Jade you and this little one are going to get through all this I promise,” Ryan told her.
 
   The way he looked at her did not go unnoticed. Lucas looked at Tessa and him back at her, she smiled softly, and he hugged her.
 
   “Good morning Baby,” he kissed her head.
 
   “Good morning,” she looked up at him.
 
   ~
 
   When they got to the state line, Lucas pulled over and asked Tessa to drive. He wanted to read the letter Jade would be reading tomorrow at the sentencing.
 
   Tessa checked to see if he was alright frequently.
 
   She held his hand.
 
   “Both hands on the wheel, Baby,” he kissed it before she let go.
 
   He finished and folded it up and put it in the envelope. He sat back and stared out the window. He could not believe this had happened. What a year, so much had gone on, his senior year was nothing like he expected. If not for Tessa and the fact that he had gotten to know his sisters and even his father better, he knew things would not be good. He would more than likely be sharing a room with his mother.
 
   ~
 
   They pulled in and dropped Ryan and Phoebe off. Then they drove to the farm. Tessa pulled in, and Lucas jumped out to help them carry their things in. When everything was in the house Tessa looked at him and hugged him. He hugged her and kissed her head.
 
   They stood there for a long time.
 
   “Tessa I’m going to take off for a while, okay?” 
 
   “Oh okay, do you want me to come?” 
 
   “No, I’m just going to do some stuff around my place.”
 
   “Well, I can help.”
 
   “No Tessa, I will call you later okay?” he walked out the door.
 
   Her phone chimed, and it was him
 
   -home safe and sound …Love you, Lucas
 
   -okay, sorry if I was pushy Lucas…Love Me
 
   -Tessa I just needed a few minutes, you know big day tomorrow…Love you, Lucas
 
   -Just wish you’d let me help, see you later…Love Me
 
   Tessa walked out of the bathroom, and Jade sat on the couch.
 
   “Want to watch a movie?” she asked.
 
   "I would love to," she flopped back on the couch.
 
   ~
 
   The next day Lucas pulled in as Tessa was making breakfast. Her heart beat fast when he walked in. He was wearing a suit and he looked gorgeous, she didn’t know if she was mad at him or not, he didn’t text or call the rest of the night.
 
   Lucas walked in and grabbed her and kissed her, he stopped for a moment.
 
   “God Tessa it’s good to see you, I missed you,” he kissed her harder and ran his hand down her back slowly. He pulled away and looked at her darkened eyes. “I think you missed me too,” he smiled and kissed her again.
 
   “Where were you, I was worried about you?” she asked after she composed herself.
 
   “I was home Tessa.”
 
   “Were you alone?” 
 
   “Of course I was,” Lucas scowled and stepped back.
 
   She turned around and made him a plate and sat it in front of him.
 
   “I’m going to shower,” Tessa walked out of the kitchen.
 
   When she returned Jade was reading the letter again. She rubbed her back and did the dishes.
 
   Ryan walked in, and Tessa looked at the clock, “I think it’s time to go.” 
 
   Jade stood and hugged Lucas, “That was beautiful.”
 
   “Tessa you don’t have to go,” Lucas said dismissively.
 
   “Oh, I’m sorry I just assumed,” Tessa felt a sharp pain in her chest.
 
   “I think she should,” Jade looked at Lucas
 
   “I don’t have to.” Tessa tried acting as if it wasn’t a good deal.
 
   Lucas grabbed her hand, “Let’s go.”
 
   “Lucas can I read the letter?” she asked and rubbed his back.
 
   He stiffened, “How about you drive?”
 
   ~
 
   The drive there was very quiet. She needed to keep it together. Today wasn’t about them, but she knew things between them were changing and she didn’t know why. They pulled in, and she went to park.
 
   “There’s a spot closer Tessa, Jade shouldn’t have to walk all that way,” Lucas snapped.
 
   Tessa pulled up in front of the courthouse and smiled, “You guys can get out here I will park and meet you in there.”
 
   She walked in, and they were sitting with Tommy’s family. She sat in the back. She listened to Jade’s letter and breathed slowly so that she wouldn’t cry.
 
   Lucas was next.
 
   “Hello I am Lucas Links, Tommy, and I have been best friends since we were eight years old. I want you all to know about who Tommy was, or is. Tommy has always been the only person in this world who no matter what, would be there for me without judgment. He loved life, and he was an amazing man. He was kind and caring. He would always help anyone he thought needed it, even if they didn’t ask… he would offer. He went to church every week and even dragged me along from time to time. Tommy was an athlete and a good student, he had a beautiful life and a beautiful future planned. Tommy never drank and drove; in fact he was the one who took care of those who might.” 
 
   Lucas took a deep breath and his eyes darted to the bus driver, “This man put every person at risk on that bus and on the road that night and statistics can prove that it was more than likely not his first offense.  Just the first time he got caught. What this man did to Tommy, his family, his friends, his girlfriend Jade, and his future family is irreversible. I beg you to understand the loss we all are dealing with. Jade wakes every night crying for him. I have a very hard time myself sleeping. I blame myself for his death; I was the one who wanted to go that night. Had we left earlier, or a few minutes later we would not be here right now. Had the car been just a little bit further ahead, it would have been me, and he still would have been here. The hell we go through every day, the hell we go through every night, we will go through for the rest of our lives without Tommy. He needs to pay and receive the strictest punishment allowed by law, and then let God do the rest. Thank you for your time.”
 
   Tessa looked at him as he walked back towards them, his eyes were red. He briefly glanced at her and sat back down. The bus driver received the maximum sentence. Tessa stood by the door and watched as Tommy’s family, Jade, and Lucas, cried and hugged. They walked towards Tessa, “I’ll go get the car,” she said softly.
 
   Tessa pulled up, and they all got in. Jade sat in the front. The drive home was silent. Tessa looked in the mirror, and Lucas had on sunglasses, his head was resting on his hand as he stared out the window. Tessa pulled in the farm and they all got out. She watched Lucas hug Jade and Ryan. He got in the SUV and left. Tessa walked into the bathroom and melted.
 
   ~
 
   Jade asked if she could give her a ride to Tommy’s. Mrs. Lane had called and wanted her to come over and stay the night. Tessa dropped her off and drove home.
 
   Phoebe was at the farm house with Alex. Tessa told them about the sentencing and that Jade was at Tommy’s for the night.
 
   “Well where is Lucas?”  Phoebe asked, and Tessa started to cry.
 
   She told her about the night before and about his letter. That he blames himself, and she was sure he blamed her. Phoebe hugged her, and Tessa decided to go for a run. She was gone about two hours and came home and checked her phone, he had texted her.
 
   -I’m hanging out at home tonight see you soon…Lucas
 
   She texted back
 
    
 
   -I’m sorry Lucas, please don’t shut me out…LOVE Me
 
    
 
   -Not about you Tessa… get over it…Lucas
 
    
 
   She took a shower and cried and decided to go to his house.
 
   Tessa knocked on the door, and a guy she didn’t know answered it. Tessa walked in, and there were a bunch of people there.  She searched for Lucas, and he was sitting on the couch with a couple girls and he was messed up. Tessa turned to walk away hoping he didn’t see her. She ran out and jumped in the Jeep, he followed her.
 
   “Tessa what are you doing here?” Lucas asked pissed off.
 
   “I’m leaving, have a good time Lucas,” she said and started to put it in reverse he took the keys out and threw them into the yard.
 
   “Get out now,” he hissed and opened the door grabbing her arm.
 
   She yanked away from him and went to look for her keys. Lucas saw them and grabbed them.
 
   “Give me my keys, Lucas,” she said shaking and feeling tears filling her eyes.
 
   “What did you expect when you came here Tessa?” he snapped.
 
   “Not this,” she grabbed for her keys fighting back the urge to cry.
 
   He stormed towards the pool and threw them in. “Not very warm in there Tessa, probably should wait until they float up.”
 
   Tessa was so full of emotions; she was hurt, confused, and very, very angry.
 
   “Nothing to say Tessa?” 
 
   “Yeah keys don’t fucking float!” 
 
   She kicked off her shoes and jumped in after them, it was cold. She got out, everyone from inside stood by the pool. Lucas stood by the stairs, and he extended his hand and she ignored it.
 
   “Hey everyone this is Tessa, my girlfriend,” he laughed.
 
   He grabbed her arm, and she yanked it away. He grabbed her around her waist and carried her towards the door.
 
   “Let me go Lucas before I flip out,” she said in a low angry voice.
 
   “Please excuse her she’s on the rag. Tessa gets a little bit cranky this time of the month,” he said, and everyone laughed.
 
   She tried to hit him, and he grabbed her hand. He carried her up the stairs and walked into his room.
 
   “You better get changed Baby, we have guests,” Lucas smiled as he took her keys.
 
   “I’m going home Lucas!”
 
   “No way Tessa, my friends need to meet you,” he shot daggers out of his eyes.
 
   “Lucas, please give me my keys,” she asked as a tear finally fell.
 
   “No Tessa, you came here, now you can stay. I might need you later,” he ran his fingers over her lips.
 
   She bit him hard. He pulled his hand back as if he were going to slap her. 
 
   “Lucas what are you doing?” she cried.
 
   “Don’t fucking bite me again, got it?” he said and she ran into the bathroom and locked the door.
 
   He banged on the door, “Open the door Tessa or I’ll break it DOWN.”
 
   She believed he would. She unlocked it and walked out. He grabbed her and dragged her in the closet and threw clothes at her.
 
   “Get changed,” he demanded.
 
   “Leave the room,” she shot back at him.
 
   “Not like I haven’t already seen it all!”
 
   “Get a good look because I can guarantee you won’t again! This is unacceptable Lucas, we are done!”
 
   “Perfect, number fourteen has got to be down there somewhere,” Lucas laughed.
 
   He took her keys and phone with him when he left.
 
   She wasn’t going to give him the satisfaction of another scene. She changed and lay down and cried herself to sleep.  She woke when he walked in; she tried to pretend she was asleep.
 
   “I know you’re awake. If you try to leave, I’ll come get you and shit maybe you can add that to the list of tragedy left in the wake of Tessa the Terrible!”
 
   “I want to go home, give me my keys.”
 
   “Nope,” he said. “I already texted your brother, he’s going to cover for you.”
 
   “I want to go home.”
 
   He went and showered and came out and threw on some boxers. He lay down next to her.
 
   “Anything to say, Tessa?”
 
   “I already said what I wanted to say, and you’re too fucked up to listen.”
 
   He sat up and grabbed her. She shook and shook. “Always the victim, huh?”
 
   “Please, let me go.”
 
   He lay down and pulled her next to him and held her, “No you’re where you wanted to be, you didn’t come here to go home Tessa.”
 
   Lucas fell asleep. She would wait until he was sound asleep before she left. Her shaking was out of anger-- she wasn’t afraid of him. Tessa fell asleep, and when she woke he was gone, it was two in the morning. She walked around the room trying to find her keys, and they weren’t there. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen to see if they were in there and they were not. Lucas was standing against the counter in his boxers with his arms crossed looking down. When he heard her he looked up and searched her face for a reaction.
 
   “I want my keys, Lucas.”
 
   “Tessa give me a few minutes… please,” he walked towards her.
 
   She backed up, and he stopped.
 
   “Tessa I want to talk.”
 
   “You’ve said enough, I get it, I get it all. I just wish you had said it all before last week when, well it doesn’t matter. I get it, and I want to go home now.” 
 
   “Ten minutes Baby,” he said trying to grab her hand.
 
   “Don’t touch me,” she stepped back.
 
   “Okay just come sit for ten minutes please,” he asked his eyes full of pain.
 
   She sat, and he stared at her, “Damn it, I’m sorry. I really am. Please look at me Tessa, I was fucked up…and I promise it won’t happen again.”
 
   “No, actually on the way home from what I thought was an amazing time at your family, you were not fucked up Lucas. When you were rude to me this morning you were quite sober, when you treated me horribly today, you were not fucked up. When you read your speech at court I kind of got it. I wanted to help you through this, but the problem is it’s me you blame, and I get that too. What I don’t get Lucas is why you couldn’t talk to me. Why this thing with you and I happened, when you so obviously hate me. What you have managed to accomplish today is amazing. You have made me the reason for a horrible accident that no one could have stopped. You have rubbed my face into how worthless you think I am by not wanting me by your side. You have told people I’m on the rag! In less than a week, you’ve shown me what it’s like to be one of thirteen and tonight you told me you were moving on to fourteen. You’ve held me here against my will, and you expect me to be okay with that? I’m sorry for whatever shit I’ve brought into your life you self centered pompus ass, but I won’t take that from you anymore, now give me my keys,” she stood up.
 
   “Is it my turn yet, Tessa!” 
 
    “No, actually it’s not; you’re not going to change for me or anyone else. You don’t want someone to love and who loves you. So give me my keys, or I’ll walk.”
 
   His eyes filled with tears, “Please Tessa, please. I love you.”
 
   "You may think that right now but Lucas you don't. I know you’re hurting, I just don’t know how to help when you keep pushing me away. I don’t know if I even want to try anymore.”
 
   He closed his eyes and looked down, “I don’t know how to deal with him being gone. I’m pissed at myself for not saying let’s do something else, that night. But I knew I wanted to stop you Tessa from fucking that…”
 
   “He and Jade were coming with or without you, Lucas.”
 
   “I could’ve stopped him. He would’ve stayed here. I wanted to go! It was my fucking fault, and…I’m pissed that I watched him die and couldn’t help him,” he sat back and covered his face with his hands and let out a deep breath. “And now I’m pissed at myself for hurting you --again.”
 
   She wanted to hug him, but she was still angry. She sat there and watched the boy she loved, crumble… and she didn’t even hug him.
 
   “Tessa-- your keys are in the top drawer of my dresser. I’m sorry for being horrible to you. I fuck up everything. My family, every girl I’ve ever been with…Tommy was my fucking best friend and if I never knew him…he’s dead because of me, Tessa. I’ll do the same shit to you, so yeah you should fucking run,” he got up and wiped is eyes, “I’ll go get them.”
 
   He walked down the stairs and handed them to her. She walked out the door and got in the Jeep, he stood in the doorway. She turned to check behind her, and he squatted down and buried his face in his knees. She saw him, and her heart broke. She shut off the Jeep and walked back up to him. He looked up at her.
 
   “You’re a complete idiot! None of those things happened because of you Lucas! Tommy saw that, I saw that. God you need to stop this…this…don’t ever do that to me again,” she hugged him.
 
   “I won't," he hugged her.
 
   He followed her inside, and they went upstairs. She lay down, and he cautiously lay next to her. She turned to her side and put her arms across his chest.
 
   “I Love you, Lucas.”
 
   “Thank you Tessa. I love you,” Lucas fell asleep.
 
   She lay there wondering if this would ever be right as she drifted to sleep. She woke to him thrashing and moaning.
 
   “Lucas, wake up,” he continued, “Lucas, please wake up.”
 
   She remembered what he did for her, and she kissed him until he calmed down. He didn’t wake and still thrashed. She climbed on top of him and kissed him.
 
   “Oh Tessa I’m so sorry baby.”
 
   She took his hands and raised them above his head and kissed him again. When she knew he was awake she lay next to him and hugged him.
 
   “You okay?” 
 
   “Yes, thank you,” Lucas was embarrassed and Tessa rubbed his back until he seemed to relax.
 
   They lay quietly side by side when he finally sat up and looked at her.
 
   “I need you to know I’m sorry, Tessa.”
 
   “Okay.”
 
   “No, it’s not, you don’t trust me. I know that I’ve hurt you, I love you and I need you to know that. You’re being polite and sweet, when I just know you’re pissed. So please just talk to me,” he said with urgency in his voice.
 
   “Would you have talked to me about this blame you’re placing on me, and on yourself?” 
 
   “No, probably not,” he let out a deep breath and rested his arm across his eyes.
 
   “Then how can I trust you? If I hadn’t come here Lucas what would you have done?” she asked “If you can’t talk to me then what are we doing?”
 
   “I won’t keep anything from you Tessa, and if you feel I am kick my ass. We’ll be fine, better than fine.”
 
   “Okay and if you’re concerned with my behavior… let me know.”
 
   “Can I hug you?” 
 
   “No,” she said and threw herself back.
 
   He sat with his head hung.
 
   “Sarcasm, Links.”
 
   “Thank God,” he hugged her. “Are we going to get through this?”
 
   “We shall see,” she smiled.
 
   “That wasn’t very reassuring.”
 
   “I want to.”
 
   “Me too,” Lucas said, “But I need you to tell me, Tessa.”
 
   “Sure were good, but,” she stood up “I need to get home before my Dad knows I am gone.”
 
   He stood up and walked over and grabbed her keys. They went downstairs, and he grabbed her clothes out of the dryer.
 
   “Here, you might want to change,” he said looking in her eyes.
 
   Do it Tessa she thought. She took off his shorts and put her underwear and pants on. She glanced up, and his mouth was slightly opened. She took his shirt off and threw it at him and put on her bra. She pulled her shirt over her head and looked at him. His eyes were smoldering.
 
   “Walk me out?” 
 
   He closed his eyes and took a few deep breaths and took her hand.
 
   They got to the Jeep, and he hugged her.
 
   “That was not nice, Tessa.”
 
   “Oh I’m sorry, you seemed to want your clothes back, so I gave them to you.”
 
   “Tessa will you please come back inside?” he asked politely.
 
   “Sorry bud… I need to go.”
 
   “So is your… you know over?” 
 
   “Yes actually, it was yesterday,” she smirked. “Call me later if you want to talk.”
 
   She grinned as she got in the Jeep; she motioned for him to come over and kissed him. She turned in her seat facing him and rubbed his belly. His went up her shirt and he groaned as he kneaded her breast. She pulled away and started the jeep and backed out. She waved goodbye and drove away.
 
   She got home and snuck in and went upstairs.
 
   Her phone chimed
 
   -Are you home?...Love Lucas
 
   -Just got in…Love Tessa
 
   -When can I see you?...Love Lucas
 
   -Cleaning and laundry today…Love Tessa
 
   -Can we go out to dinner tonight?...Love Lucas
 
   -I actually was thinking about hanging out with Kendall, Jake, and Alex, I miss them. Batting practice, baseball starts soon and then a drive in…Love Tessa
 
   -Am I being punished? Truth Tessa…Love Lucas
 
   -No, I just think you and I may need to slow it down a bit. We don’t have a chance to miss one another, and maybe that’s a problem for us, and I really do miss them…Love Tessa
 
   -I miss you now, does that count?...Love Lucas
 
   -Sure, do you want to come with us?...Love Tessa
 
   -Yes, please…Love Lucas
 
   -Three o’clock don’t be late…Love Me
 
    
 
   ~
 
    
 
   Lucas went to Church on Sunday and had dinner with them. He pitched to the kids after dinner and hit some balls as well. The kids were having a blast and so was Tessa. Lucas was trying, but seemed very frustrated.
 
   “You trying out for softball? Baby… you can hit,” he smiled.
 
   “Yes of course are you trying out for baseball?” 
 
   The kids ran ahead and were almost in the house.
 
   “I’m not sure; I’ve always played just not sure I want to.”
 
   “That’s too bad, I bet your butt looks great in those pants,” she grabbed his ass.
 
   “Tessa, don’t touch baby, until you’re ready.”
 
   “Seriously unfair,” she moved her hand to his back.
 
   “How long am I on punishment Tessa?” 
 
   “Oh, I didn’t think this was punishment Lucas,” took her hand away from his back.
 
   “Ok my bad,” he put his hand on her ass “This will look fine in uniform,” he rubbed his hand down her butt and grabbed it as he whispered in her ear. She looked at him as he continued to rub her backside. Her eyes fluttered. “See? Punishment Tessa.”
 
   “Lucas, that’s not why,” she closed her eyes.
 
   “Tell me why then,” he asked softly as he kissed her neck.
 
   “I miss you, I miss talking to you. It seems like all that pulls us farther apart,” Tessa looked concerned.
 
   “Tessa it won’t, I promise,” he kissed her.
 
   “Okay,” she whimpered, “Tomorrow after practice I want to go back to your place.”
 
   “How about now, baby?” he asked kissing the base of her neck.
 
   “After practice,” she pulled away smiling.
 
   He pulled back and looked at her and laughed, “You trying to get me to try out?”
 
   “Yes, I really want to see that butt in those pants,” she kissed him.
 
   He pulled away “What if I promise now?” he asked his eyes blazing.
 
   “Oh no, I’m enjoying this too much,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “What? Driving me crazy?” he asked looking as if he was in pain.
 
   “No, seeing you want me again.”
 
   “I never didn’t want you. I never didn’t love you… do you understand that?” 
 
   “Then what’s one day?” 
 
   “Twenty four hours of feeling like this?”
 
   “Okay truth, it’s Sunday, and I feel bad anyway about you know, and it’s Sunday,” she looked down.
 
   “Tessa I’m going to be with you forever, I don’t think God is mad at you.”
 
   “How do you figure?” 
 
   He looked up “God I love her, I want her forever, permission please. Did you hear that?”
 
   She smiled, “No.”
 
   “He said you had to say the same,” Lucas smiled. Her face turned red. “Oh I see you can’t.”
 
   “God I love Lucas and am going to be his forever.”
 
   “No lightning, no booming voice.”
 
   She looked at him, “Did you hear that? He said wait until tomorrow.”
 
   “You are impossible,” he yelled.
 
   “Kiss me,” she smiled and he did.
 
   She walked him to his car and hugged him. He lightly bit her neck. She breathed out loudly. “See, you want me Tessa.”
 
   “Yes Lucas and I feel the same way every time I look at you, even before we… yah know, I love you, go home and take care of that,” she blushed and started to walk away.
 
   “Hey baby?” 
 
   “Yes?” 
 
   “I just wanted to remind you, our first time was a Sunday,” Lucas winked.
 
   “Wow, I never…” Tessa gasped.
 
   “Yeah, that’s things chicks are supposed to remember, kind of embarrassed that I did, and you didn’t,” he laughed.
 
   Tessa closed her eyes.
 
   “No big deal. I love you anyway. I’m going to go home and take care if this.”
 
   Tessa kissed him, “I love you.”
 
   She turned and walked away.
 
   He watched her walk in and finally left.
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   For the next week every day after Tessa’s practice she watched Lucas finish his. His butt definitely looked good in those pants. They both played the same positions, short stop and played hard. After practice, they played harder. They both were named captain of their team. In school, they laughed and smiled together. Everything was perfect.
 
   Saturday the girls went Prom dress shopping and met the three boys for dinner after.  Tessa showed Lucas a few pictures she had taken in the dressing room and came to one of her in a black bustier with a whip; his eyes not only lit up but caught fire immediately.
 
   “That’s the one baby,” he grinned wickedly.
 
   Jade and Phoebe laughed knowing what she had just shown him. He grinned and looked down.
 
   “Hey Alex want to see a picture of your sisters prom dress?” he asked raising his eyebrow at her.
 
   “Sure.”
 
   He snatched the phone from Tessa’s hand before she could protest.
 
   “Tessa, you’re not in reality going to wear that are you?” Alex scowled at her.
 
   “I can’t believe you just did that,” she hissed at Lucas. “I might Alex… I just might.”
 
   “Maybe after the prom, you aren’t wearing it there,” Lucas glared at her.
 
   Tessa gave him a look as to say try me, and he laughed.
 
   “Jade what did you get?” Ryan asked.
 
   “Oh I just looked, I’m really not sure I’ll go.”
 
   “Why not?” Ryan asked.
 
   “No date, except the little bump in my belly.”
 
   “Have you asked anyone?” Ryan asked.
 
   “No, seriously who would go with me? Do you want to Ryan?” she laughed.
 
   “Absolutely,” Ryan smiled.
 
   “You really would?” 
 
   “For you Jade, anything,” Ryan winked at her.
 
   She laughed, “Are you sure?”
 
   “Yes, final answer, just tell me what to wear.”
 
   “You can borrow Tessa’s dress;” Alex laughed “She isn’t going to be allowed out in it.”
 
   “I want that picture baby,” Lucas said his nose flaring.
 
   She laughed, “Why, so you can show my parents?”
 
   “No, that’s all for me,” he moved his hand up her leg under the table.
 
   They finished and went back out to the store. Jade was excited to try on dresses. They all fit snuggly across her belly, she was not happy.
 
   “On a positive note Jade with your boobs being so big, I really don’t think anyone is going to pay any attention to the bump,” Phoebe laughed.
 
   Tessa came back with a wrap, she draped it around Jades shoulders, and it hung perfectly down her belly.
 
   “Look Jade you look beautiful,” Jade closed her eye’s and hugged Tessa and Phoebe, “Perfect, huh?” she said and Jade shook her head yes.
 
   All three of the guys were in the hot tub when they returned from dress shopping. They got changed and went out.
 
   “Did you find one?” Ryan asked.
 
   “Yes, hot pink,” Jade smiled.
 
   “I have to wear hot pink?” 
 
   “Black Tux, hot pink tie” Jade laughed.
 
   He looked relieved.
 
   “Alright Phoebe what do I need?”
 
   “Black” Phoebe smiled, “I got the one Tessa tried on, remember? You saw it.”
 
   Alex’s jaw dropped, and Tessa laughed.
 
   Phoebe smiled, “Joking, but it is black, and you’ll see it at prom.”
 
   “Ok Tessa which one was it?” Lucas asked.
 
   “None of them, I have a swatch for you to take and match your tie with.”
 
   Sunday they went to church and dinner after at the Ross house. Lucas left after dinner to go visit his mom. The visit went well, and she would be home next week. He told her that he and Tessa were back together, and she looked relieved. He drove home that night and went in the house. There was a poster size picture of Tessa minus the head, she had blown up and framed.  He grinned, all mine he thought.
 
   She was just getting into bed and her phone chimed
 
   -Just got home, you awake…LOVE Lucas
 
   -Yes, how was your visit? …Love Tessa
 
   -Good, but nothing compared to my home coming present, can you please come over right now…Love Lucas
 
   -No bud it’s Sunday, by the way I have no idea what you’re talking about…Love you, go to sleep. Tessa
 
   -Sunday shmunday we already established that was no longer a valid excuse! I’m picking you up in the morning…early…Love Lucas
 
   -Nope after practice…Love you Tessa
 
   -Your killing me…Love Lucas who by the way may be a bit blue in the morning
 
   -I am sure it can’t happen overnight you have two perfect hands, perfect…hmm maybe I will come over…no it’s bedtime see you in the morning…Love Tessa who BTW can’t wait to see you shake that booty at practice
 
   -UUUGGGHHH missing you already. Goodnight….Love Lucas.
 
   ~
 
   The week went the same as the one before. Things between them were amazing. Lucas had told Tessa that he talked Sadi into going to a different school the day she was waiting in the office. He was opening up to her more and more every day.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa snuck into his house and woke Lucas up on Saturday morning.
 
   “Good morning baby,” he groaned as she came up from under the blanket, “my turn.”
 
   She was lying in the same spot he left her when he got out of the shower, “I love you.”
 
   “I’m absolutely not complaining, and you can use that key I gave you anytime, but six on a Saturday morning baby?”
 
   “I missed you.”
 
   “Can we go to sleep for a couple more hours, please?” he pulled her on top of him.
 
   “Hmm, round two?”
 
   “If you’re up for it,” he smiled.
 
   “I am as long as you promise to help me after,” she smiled and kissed him.
 
   “Can we sleep…just for an hour?” he asked as she kissed his neck.
 
   “Uh huh.”
 
   He woke up to hearing music downstairs. He walked down, and she smiled.
 
   “I made breakfast, yours is in the microwave.”
 
   He saw a bucket of water and cleaning supplies.
 
   “What are we doing today?” he scowled
 
   “I thought we could clean for an hour and then go to your room for an hour and just keep going back and forth. What do you say?” 
 
   “Alright sounds good, all except for the cleaning part. I can hire someone to do that.”
 
   “Stop whining boy,” she laughed.
 
   They cleaned the downstairs in less than an hour. Then upstairs, four hours later they had finished cleaning and were absolutely exhausted.
 
   Tessa sat up on him and smiled, “Hey stud, now it’s the lawn.”
 
   “Tessa I have never been worn out before, six hours later and MY legs feel like Jell-O,” he laughed and pulled her into his arms.
 
   “Well if you want to lie here all day, you go ahead. I’m going to be outside,” she smiled and jumped up. “Just like this,” she walked down the stairs and he heard the door shut.
 
   Lucas jumped up and went to the window, holy shit she is as wild as I imagined he laughed and grabbed her clothes off the floor. He ran down the stairs throwing shorts on. He sprinted outside and grabbed her, she started laughing. He threw a shirt on over her head and Tessa laughed harder.
 
   “Seriously a twist here, you’re putting clothes on me?” he swooped her up and carried her in the house over his shoulder. Tessa laughed the entire way in.
 
   He sat her on the counter and kissed her, she pulled away, “Down boy.”
 
   Lucas stood back and looked at her “I cannot believe you’re the same girl I fell in love with eight months ago.”
 
   She looked at him with questioning eyes.
 
   “The way you love Tessa, is amazing, I’m so glad—no-- I’m blessed to have you in my life, wait right here please,” he ran upstairs and came back down.
 
   “Tessa I know you have said several times that you’re only eighteen. I also know you were put here for me to love forever,” Lucas took her hand and helped her off the counter, “I love you and will forever Tessa Ross, you have changed me inside. I don’t want to ever go back,” Lucas took a deep breath. He opened a Tiffany box that had a beautiful platinum diamond ring; it was princess cut and quite large.  He looked at her face, and she looked scared and happy at the same time. “Promise me that when you’re ready, whenever that is, I want to take this ring and put it on your left hand, but today I ask that you let me put it on your right,” Lucas watched her and a smile formed on her face.
 
   She jumped up and hugged him, he put her down. “Will you marry me someday, baby?”
 
   Tessa shook her head and held out her hand, and her feet began to move. Lucas smiled as he put the ring on her finger as she did the little happy dance.  Lucas picked her up and carried her upstairs. He kissed her gently, and for the first time she felt like they were actually making love. It was sweet and slow and more kissing. He was gentle and loving. And when they finished together she felt complete.
 
   She sat up and looked at him, "Lucas, that was beautiful.”
 
   “I think so too baby.”
 
   ~
 
   Sunday dinner at the Ross’s Lucas sat and held her hand and starred at her. Jade thought it was odd until she saw him kiss her hand and she smiled at him.
 
   “Holy Shit!”
 
   “Jade,” John scolded.
 
   “Oh I’m sorry, but did you see Tessa’s freaking ring?” 
 
   Everyone looked.
 
   Tessa smiled and held it out.
 
   “So what does this mean Lucas,” John asked.
 
   “Well it means that when she is ready to say yes, I can put it on her left hand,” Lucas said quietly.
 
   “Tessa… has your mother seen that yet?”
 
   “No, Daddy,” she whispered.
 
   “Good, that damn thing is bigger than the one I gave her when we’d been married for fifteen years.”
 
   Alex and Jade laughed.
 
   “When did you buy that?” Jade asked.
 
   “When I went to visit my Dad in October,” he swallowed hard.
 
   “Wow that was a long time ago, why did you just give it to her now?” 
 
   “Well some things came up,” he said and shook his head smirking.
 
   “How the hell did you pay for it?” Jade asked.
 
   “Jade really?” Tessa closed her eyes.
 
   “No, it’s alright Tessa. I’ve worked for my Dad every summer since I was fifteen. I’ve saved the money, never needed it before,” Like answered and laughed. “It did kind of suck when I thought I would never be able to give it to her.”
 
   ~
 
   On Prom night, Ryan and Lucas rolled into the driveway in a stretch Limo. Lucas got out, and Tessa saw him from the window. He looked amazing. He walked in the door and looked at her and smiled his big bright smile.
 
   “You look absolutely gorgeous.”
 
   Tessa’s dress was a shimmery deep lavender; the top was a bustier, a lot like the one in his poster. It laced in the back. Her hair was swept to one side with a few loose curls hanging on the opposite side. They looked at each other and smiled. His eyebrow started to rise, and she laughed.
 
   Jade came out in a low cut hot pink dress that fit her perfectly. Jade’s dark hair was in a high French twist. Ryan had shaved, and his hair was styled: his green eyes took her in as he shook his head.
 
   “Jade-- you look absolutely beautiful,” Ryan eyes fell to her breasts. She smacked him, and he laughed. “You put them out there; I’m simply admiring the scenery.”
 
   “Ryan, you clean up pretty damn good,” Jade laughed.
 
   Phoebe walked out and had on a long black gown that fit her like a glove, she had a great body with curves in all the right places. Her hair was up in curls that flowed down the back of her head. Tessa looked at Alex-- he clenched his jaw and and took in a very deep breath. Tessa had never seen Alex react like that.
 
   “Phoebe, you look beautiful,” kissed her.
 
   “Wow,” Phoebe said when he stopped.
 
   Tessa smiled at her and turned back to Lucas whose eyes never left her. She looked at him and smiled. He finally saw her smiling at him.
 
   “Like the dress Lucas?” she whispered in his ear.
 
   “Yes very much, I can’t wait to undo those laces,” he bit his lower lip, “Mmm mm mm.”
 
   Jade was voted Prom queen and Tessa was so happy. She whistled and cheered as Jade went up to receive the crown stunned and giggling the whole time in disbelief. She was not even sure she would be going. Becca was first on court.
 
   The next few weeks flew with ball, school, and finals. Graduation was here, and Alex, Tessa, Jade and Lucas decided to have their parties together. Lucas’ father was opposed to it, but that didn’t matter to Lucas.
 
   Lucas and Alex both received letters from many schools. Alex was valedictorian and Lucas salutatorian. Alex chose Cornell and received a scholarship. Ryan was accepted to SUNY Cortland, and he would be playing ball there. Lucas received several acceptance letters and chose SU. Jade and Tessa both decided to start at community colleges. Tessa knew how expensive Cornell would be for her parents and wasn’t sure what she wanted to do yet, anyway. Tommy’s family also received a letter from Syracuse. He would have been attending SU and playing ball if fate had not chosen otherwise. At the end of year sports banquet, Tommy’s number sixty eight was retired. It was a lovely ceremony that his family attended.
 
   The graduation ceremony was held outside in the football field. Alex and Lucas both spoke. There was an empty chair draped in black in the back row. It represented, Tommy. Tessa held Jade’s hand most of the time only letting go when one of them had to wipe away their tears.
 
   Lucas’ mom Kate had met someone finally after all these years that Lucas thought she may be with for a long time. He was one of the counselors at Tully Hill. Everything was finally looking up for Lucas, and he was happy.
 
   Lucas and Tessa got in his SUV to meet the family. He started to unzip his robe, and she smiled.
 
   “You know I was watching you all covered up on stage, and I couldn’t help but think about what might be waiting for me under that robe, you drive, I want to check it out,” Lucas smiled, and she lifted his robe and winked.
 
   Tessa and Lucas met their families at the lakeside restaurant to celebrate after graduation. They had a great time. Ryan and Phoebe road with Alex, Jade had been spending a little more time at Tommy’s family home. His mother very much wanted to be close to Jade. Although it pained Jade to watch her cry, she did as she was asked.
 
   Tessa was very busy helping her Mom make salads while the men started the chicken outside.
 
   “How are things with you and Lucas?” Maggie asked.
 
   “Perfect Mom, I love him so much.”
 
   “You’re being safe right?”
 
   “Mom,” she said defensively.
 
   “What Tessa? Do you think I don’t see the way you two look at each other?” she asked.
 
   Lucas walked in the house, they smiled at each other.
 
   “Just like that,” she whispered, “Shall I ask him?”
 
   Tessa laughed, “Sure,” as Lucas hugged her from behind and kissed her head.
 
   “Good morning Mrs. Ross,” Lucas smiled.
 
   “Good morning Lucas, can I ask you a question?” 
 
   Tessa’s jaw dropped.
 
   “Sure,” he smiled.
 
   “Have you and Tessa been being safe?” 
 
   Lucas’s eyes widened and he stepped back from Tessa.
 
   “I’m not sure what you mean?” 
 
   “Okay then, when you and my daughter have sex are you making sure to use protection?” Maggie asked looking at him.
 
   “Mag’s,” John gasped in shock as he walked into the room.
 
   “Holy shit,” Tessa looked down.
 
   “Your mouth Tessa,” Maggie warned. “Well Lucas?” 
 
   “Okay,” he paused, “Tessa and I love each other and we’re both pretty smart. I’ve known from a couple weeks after I met her that I felt that way. And to answer your question of course we are.”
 
   “Okay have you been tested for disease Lucas?” Maggie asked.
 
   “Mom,” Tessa stomped her foot.
 
   “Jesus Mag’s! I’ll be outside…hiding,” John walked out the door.
 
   “Tessa its fine,” Lucas said. “Yes ma’am and Tessa went with me. I showed her the report. I’m free of all diseases, which I was pretty positive I was anyway. There was only one other person I have had sex with that I didn’t use a condom.”
 
   Maggie wasn’t expecting that, “Well how many people have you had sex with Lucas?”
 
   "Mom that's enough!”
 
   “Thirteen including your daughter,” Lucas answered looking her straight in the eyes. He watched her jaw drop, “I love Tessa and will be faithful to her, and I have been. I plan to marry her when she’s ready. I hope you believe me. I won’t lie to you. Is there anything else Mrs. Ross?”
 
   “No, Lucas, thank you for being honest,” Maggie walked into the other room.
 
   Tessa looked at him and closed her eyes, he hugged her.
 
   “I love you baby, it’ll be fine. I’m going outside to try to help… and avoid any ass kicking your father may give me.”
 
   “I love you Lucas.”
 
   Maggie came out and looked at Tessa.
 
   “Mom, do you have any more questions?”
 
   “No Tessa, you know your sister is saving herself for marriage right?” Tessa shook her head yes. “And Alex, oh Tessa has Alex?”
 
   “No Mom.”
 
   “Does he know about you,” Maggie asked.
 
   “Well yes, but it’s not like he has encouraged me,” Tessa said defending him, “and he knows that you put me on the pill.”
 
   “He didn’t force you did he?” Maggie asked.
 
   “No mom! I actually went to him the first time,” she said. “He’d turned me down before that.”
 
   “Does it make you uncomfortable?”
 
   Tessa tried not to smile, “No.”
 
   “So then it’s something you enjoy.”
 
   “Do you honestly want to know?” 
 
   “Yes, I want to know that you’re not hurting or in pain,” Maggie started tearing up.
 
   “Well pain and hurting was after my lovely exam,” Tessa glared at her. “With him,” she smiled. “It’s amazing.”
 
   “Alright I think I’ve heard enough,” Maggie said turning away.
 
   “Mom have you had sex with the Dr.?” Tessa asked trying to make her feel uncomfortable.
 
   “No Tessa, I haven’t had sex in almost a year.”
 
   “Well how do you stop doing that? I can’t imagine,” Tessa said shocked.
 
   “You just do.”
 
   “And the Doctor is alright with that?” 
 
   “Tessa I broke things off with him at Christmas time,” Maggie said, “I miss my family.”
 
   “Then come back, Mom.”
 
   “I don’t think I can.”
 
   “Dad loves you; can’t you see the way he looks at you?” 
 
   “Tessa I know your father, and he would never. I would demand counseling. I want to feel the way you do now. The passionate love forever, and he and I are way past that.”
 
   We shall see, Tessa thought and smiled “Okay mom,” she hugged her.
 
   “Tessa, please don’t tell your brother or father about this conversation.”
 
   “I won’t.”
 
   ~
 
   “John, I’m sorry,” Lucas said walking up to him nervously.
 
   “I’m not stupid,” John said as he basted the chicken. “Are you honestly sorry?” 
 
   “If you’re angry I’m sorry. I love her and well, always will,” Lucas looked down.
 
   “Alright then, make sure you do,” John said. “We have a party to get ready for boy,” he said as he smacked him on the back. “It wasn’t the hot tub was it?” 
 
   “No, sir we haven’t done it there yet,” Lucas said and wished he could eat his words.
 
   Alex laughed out loud.
 
   John looked at Alex “Have you?”
 
   “No Dad… although I can’t say I haven’t wanted to,” Alex smiled.
 
   “You haven’t?” Lucas asked.
 
   “No Lucas, I’ve been waiting for you,” Alex laughed.
 
   “Well at least someone’s getting some,” John said under his breath.
 
   The boys laughed.
 
   Tessa walked up and tapped her father on the back, “Daddy are you mad?”
 
   “Disappointed Tessa,” John said his face immediately changing.
 
   “But Dad, you just said you were happy someone was…” Alex started.
 
   “Enough son,” John said glaring at him. “And happy was not the word I used.”
 
   “Sorry Daddy.”
 
   “Good… don’t do it again,” he looked down.
 
   Tessa hugged him and walked away.
 
   ~
 
   Lucas’s family pulled in, and there was a steady pace of traffic for the rest of the day. They had a great time, dancing and laughing. Lucas and Tessa kept their distance for the first few hours. Maggie and John sat together and watched them exchange glances and smiles.
 
   “She loves him, Mag’s.”
 
   “I know.”
 
   “What are we going to do?” 
 
   “Well we can’t push her, she’s eighteen.”
 
   “I told her not to do it again,” he smiled.
 
   Maggie laughed, “And what did she say?”
 
   “Well she hugged me and didn’t say a damn word,” he laughed.
 
   “Well, we didn’t raise a liar,” she laughed and grabbed his hand. His body stiffened, “Oh I’m sorry,” she said and went to pull her hand away.
 
   “Mag’s don’t be, you just caught me off guard,” he squeezed her hand. “We have four wonderful kids and one pain in the ass,” he laughed, “all perfect. We need to be able to be friends, right?”
 
   “Yes John, friends,” she whispered and looked at him.
 
   Ben’s family pulled in. Tessa saw them getting out and smiled. She saw Lucas stare at her and she walked over to him, “We okay?” 
 
   “Well this very uncomfortable day just keeps getting more uncomfortable,” she hugged him.
 
   They watched as Ben helped a girl out of the car. Lucas looked at Tessa to see a reaction, she smiled.
 
   “You okay with that?” 
 
   “Absolutely! I’m glad he is happy, can we go say hi?” Tessa’s feet started moving, and he shook his head yes.
 
   “Hey Ben,” Tessa hugged him.
 
   “Hello Tess,” Ben grinned and hugged her back.
 
   “Hello Links” he stuck his hand out to shake Lucas’s hand.
 
   Lucas shook it and smiled.
 
   Ben looked back at the tall curly haired blonde behind him.
 
   “This is Lauren,” Ben took her hand.
 
   “Hello,” Lauren smiled politely. “Tessa right?” 
 
   “Yep,” Tessa hugged her.
 
   Lauren looked shocked, “I uh…recognized you from the videos on Ben’s page. You have an amazing voice.”
 
   “Thank you, and this is Lucas my boyfriend,” Tessa smiled
 
   “I don’t know Tess-- check out that ring,” Ben winked. “What’s this mean?”
 
   “When she is ready we we’ll switch hands, and then we’ll get married. When she’s ready,” Lucas repeated. 
 
   “That is so sweet,” Lauren looked a bit relieved.
 
   Tessa and Ben both noticed and smiled at each other. They all walked toward the tents.
 
   “You’re both coming to mine next weekend, right?” Ben looked at Lucas.
 
   “Sure, sounds good,” Lucas said, “Is that alright with you, Baby?” he kissed Tessa on the head.
 
   “I’d love that,” Tessa smiled knowing that Lucas was trying.
 
   Ben spotted the Karaoke machine, “Links, you going to let Tess sing with me?”
 
   “If she wants to,” Lucas’s smile was guarded.
 
   Tessa walked up to Alex and Phoebe, “Ben’s here,” she smiled, “His girlfriend Lauren is with him, you should say hello.”
 
   Tessa walked into the house dragging Lucas behind her. She smiled as she passed some family and shut the kitchen door behind them. She looked at him, “We okay?”
 
   “I don’t know, are we?” Lucas searched her face.
 
   “Always Lucas,” kissed him. He was a little stiff, and she pulled back. “Please don’t do this.” 
 
   “Do what?” he asked coolly.
 
   “That. I kiss you and you… I don’t know it just,” she said and let go of him and looked at him and stood waiting for him to say something.
 
   “Do you want him?”
 
   “No,” she laughed.
 
   “I don’t find it funny, why do you?” he asked crossing his arms in front of him.
 
   “It’s stupid Lucas, I love you and you know that.”
 
   “Your mouth was on his...” Lucas began.
 
   “Alright that was a mistake, and what were you doing before that with that brunette?” “Should I be angry about that?” she asked.
 
   “You would be if you saw me hugging her and acting all happy when I saw her ass. Or if I told you I could love her someday,” he said sternly.
 
   “Okay. I won’t talk to him if that’ll make you feel better. Because that’s not how I feel about him. He’s my friend Lucas. I explained before that what I feel for you could not ever be with anyone else, but if you’re having reservations about my feelings for you, it makes me wonder why,” she turned to walk away.
 
   He grabbed her waist and pulled her into him. "I don't want to fight, baby.” 
 
   “I don’t either Lucas, but I’ve never given you reason to think I’d be anything but faithful to you. You, on the other hand,” she stopped, “I forgave you.”
 
   “Tessa, I didn’t cheat on you,” he whispered.
 
   “But you would have, that’s the difference,” she said quietly.
 
   She turned around and looked at him, what she said stung him and she knew it.
 
   “Tessa I’m sorry, I trust you. I want to know that you trust me, too.”
 
   “I do now,” she whispered.
 
   He kissed her, and she kissed him back, their tongues met, he pulled her tighter to him.
 
   She pulled away, “We need to go back outside Lucas.”
 
   “Now?” he kissed her again.
 
   She smiled and pulled back, “Yes now, or we’ll be missing for a long time, and with my parents now on high alert I don’t think that’s a good idea.”
 
   “It can be quick, Baby,” Lucas kissed her slowly walking towards the stairs.
 
   “I don’t want quick,” she closed her eyes and took a deep breath.
 
   “No?” Lucas bent down and lightly bit her breast.
 
   “Lucas,” Tessa moaned.
 
   They heard someone walking in, and she ran to the bathroom and shut the door.
 
   “We’re good, right?” he asked when she came out.
 
   “Yeah, real good,” she said, and they walked out hand in hand.
 
   It was getting dark, and John turned on the lights. The tents, dance floor and yard were all lit up. Jade, Phoebe, and Becca were dancing. Lucas sat with his parents, and he was a bit on edge; it was weird to be sitting there with the four of them. Audrianna and Landon each held one of the sleepy girls on their laps.
 
   “How are you doing, Lucas?”
 
   “Good Dad,” he sat watching her dance.
 
   “How’re you feeling about Syracuse?” 
 
   “Pretty excited,” he smiled and looked at him.
 
   “Excellent,” Landon smiled.
 
   A slow song played, and Tessa around, “Got to go.”
 
   He grabbed her, and they danced, slow and very close looking into each other’s eyes.
 
   “Do me a favor?” she asked him.
 
   “Anything,” he said his eyes locked on hers.
 
   “Go ask my Mom to dance?” 
 
   “Oh wow, alright,” he kissed her and walked away.
 
   Tessa grabbed her Dad, and he danced with her. Lucas and Maggie came up beside them and danced.
 
   The song changed another slow one.
 
   “Dad I want to dance with Lucas, could you ask Mom to dance?” she turned to her Mom, “May I cut in?” 
 
   John stood there looking at her, “Mag’s… dance with me?”
 
   "Sure," she blushed.
 
   Tessa looked away and smiled at Lucas.
 
   “You’re very sneaky baby,” he smiled.
 
   “Well I feel bad for them, they fell out of love. I’m pretty sure they can find their way back,” she giggled, “Plus neither of them have had sex in a year!”
 
   “Truth is you want them back together right?” 
 
   “Yes very much,” he pulled her close. “Look at my Dad’s eyes, he loves her. She never had sex with Dr. Feel Good, and she misses our family. But I promised I wouldn’t tell anyone, so it’s top secret, alright?”
 
   “Testing one two,” came from the microphone.
 
   “Tess come sing for us,” Ben smiled.
 
   She looked up at Lucas “What should I do Lucas?”
 
   “Go sing for me baby,” he kissed her.
 
   Tessa went up and picked a song. She wanted to keep it slow so her parents would still dance.
 
   Tessa sang Eternal Flame and her parents continued dancing. Lucas grabbed Kendall who shook her head no, but caved.
 
   She sang and looked at Lucas the entire time.
 
   “Your turn, Ben.”
 
   He bound up and grabbed the microphone; he sang the song from the video he had posted on Facebook, Shimmer by Fuel.
 
   Tessa watched him and smiled. She looked for Lauren and went and dragged her to the dance floor with Phoebe, Becca and Jade. She grabbed Kendall and kissed Lucas. He smiled and sat next to his Dad. Tessa was dancing with Kendall and Lucas’ sisters ran out to her, and she danced with them. The first verse finished, and Ben walked out and grabbed Lauren and winked at Tessa. He turned Lauren to him and danced with her. He walked back up towards the DJ and sang the chorus. Phoebe looked at Tessa and smirked. Tessa looked away. The song ended, and Tessa walked the girls over to Audrianna.
 
   “What was that about?” Audrianna whispered.
 
   “Nothing,” Tessa blushed.
 
   “Tessa, he winked at you,” she whispered.
 
   “I didn’t notice.”
 
   “Ok. You and Lucas alright?” 
 
   “Absolutely,” she smiled. “Audrianna I have known Ben forever, there’s nothing. A failed attempt to stay away from Lucas, which I never wanted to do. Lucas knows, he just gets so angry, and I don’t want him to be. Ben and Lucas have exchanged blows once, I don’t want that again. I chose Lucas and would over and over and over again.” Audrianna looked up, “He’s standing right behind me isn’t he?”
 
   “Yes I am,” he pulled her up to him “I love you, baby.”
 
   She turned and smiled “Anyways?”
 
   “Yes of course. Boy… are we going to have fun at his party,” he said smiled sarcastically.
 
   Audrianna smiled, “Thank God.”
 
   “Can I sing again?”
 
   “Yes, of course.”
 
   She went up and picked a song, she dragged Kendall with her.
 
   “No,” Kendall said.
 
   “Kendall you know this one,” she dragged her up.
 
   Don’t Go Breaking My Heart by Elton John played. They did the duet and she sang to Lucas, and he smiled. He watched Tessa and Kendall being childish and laughed. All the older people were enjoying themselves, and she forced Kendall to sing Daniel.
 
   When they finished, Ben sang a couple Steve Miller tunes. Then asked Tessa to come sing with him, she looked at Lucas, and he smiled and mouthed, go.
 
   They sang Crocodile Rock and danced with the crowd and laughed. They threw in all the silly dance moves they could. When the song ended they were trying to catch their breath and laughed.
 
   “Another one?” she asked Ben.
 
   “Not right now, I’ll save it for later,” he hugged her quickly and pointed towards Lucas “Go, he’s very impatiently waiting.”
 
   She ran up to Lucas and jumped on him and kissed him.
 
   “Will you dance with me?” she asked.
 
   “Of course baby, anything you want.”
 
   “I left you a present in your back seat,” she smiled, “I want that later.”
 
   “How about now?” 
 
   “Oh no, not now, too many people,” she laughed. “But feel free to go look if you want, but I’m not coming with you.”
 
   “Go dance, I’ll be right back,” Lucas said.
 
   Lucas came back, and his eyes were very dark and heated, she grinned at him. He tapped his wrist and mouthed let’s go. She shook her head no, and laughed until her belly hurt it felt crampy. She walked fast into the house and went to the bathroom. Great, she thought.
 
   She walked out, and he was standing there.
 
   “Tessa everyone’s dancing, we could disappear for an hour, and no one would know baby please.”
 
   She shook her head, “Not for a few days, Lucas.”
 
   “No way,” he banged his head against the wall.
 
   “Sorry,” she rubbed his head and laughed.
 
   “You didn’t know?”
 
   “Really Lucas, do you think if I knew I would have put that in your vehicle?” 
 
   He laughed, “No… your appetite is bigger than mine, let’s go get some cake, baby.”
 
   She looked at him, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “For you or me?” he laughed.
 
   She pushed him away and he smiled.
 
   ~
 
   He brought her cake and pulled her on his lap. She snuggled into him, and he fed her cake.
 
   “We’re taking off, Mom and Dad are tired,” Ben laughed.
 
   “Where are you going to school Ben?” Lucas asked and fed Tessa another bite.
 
   “Ithaca, actually.”
 
   “Lauren did you graduate this year?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Yes, I’m going to Ithaca as well.”
 
   “Cool, Lucas is going to SU,” Tessa said, “Drive safe Ben.”
 
   “Of course, we’ll text you when we get home.”
 
   “Please do,” Lucas said, “Tessa worries about her friends.”
 
   They left, and Lucas finished feeding Tessa. She saw her parents watching them. She waved them over.
 
   “Hey, can Lucas spend the night?” she asked.
 
   “Tessa,” her father said warning her not to push.
 
   “What Dad, I have my period and anyway for some reason Lucas has a no hands policy when we’re here,” Tessa shrugged and took a bit of Lucas’s cake...
 
   “Fine… he can stay in Alex’s room…with the alarm,” John walked away flustered.
 
   Maggie walked with him, “You’re really okay with that?”
 
   “How do you say no to her?” John asked.
 
   “A no hands policy Tessa?” Lucas asked smiling.
 
   “I’m pretty sure it’s been your mouth in the house,” she laughed.
 
   “I can’t stay tonight, I told them I would stay with them at the hotel,” Lucas said as he played with her hair.
 
   “You sure it’s not because of my condition,” she said sarcastically.
 
   “I’m very sure,” he ran his fingers across her lips.
 
   She turned around and smiled, “May I please?”
 
   “Did you seriously just ask that?” 
 
   “Oh sorry,” she said and buried her head against his chest.
 
   He lifted her chin and his eyes were heavy, “Baby, I wasn’t saying no. I just feel bad because I can’t.”
 
   She pulled him up and quickly grabbing another piece of cake walked towards the barn.
 
   “Why the cake, Babe?” he asked.
 
   “Chocolate cake and Lucas Links, yummy,” she smiled.
 
   “No shit?” he gasped.
 
   “None,” she laughed.
 
   They emerged from the barn smiling, and he kissed her.
 
   “Tessa Ross,” he smiled.
 
   She smiled back at him and wrapped her arm around his waist. “Lucas Links.”
 
   “Tessa Links,” he whispered.
 
   “Lucas Ross,” she said and laughed.
 
   “If that’s what it takes.”
 
   “Seriously?” 
 
   “No!” he laughed.
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   On Sunday, Molly insisted they go to church. During joys and concerns Cory announced that Molly had accepted his proposal, and they would be married in August.
 
   “By the way, this isn’t a shot gun wedding,” he laughed.
 
   Molly’s jaw dropped.
 
   Tessa hugged her sister, “Wow Molly… that’s so exciting!”
 
   They went out to dinner to celebrate, at the lake again. Tessa’s parents sat next to each other. Lucas came in and kissed Tessa. He shook Cory’s hand and hugged Molly congratulating them. They talked about the fact that Molly would be transferring to a school twenty minutes from him, and they would look for an apartment soon. They just didn’t want to be apart anymore. They wanted a small wedding at the local state park and would honeymoon next year.
 
   “Mag’s why don’t you tell her?” John said.
 
   “Well we have enough money saved for you to have a bigger wedding Molly,” she began. “Each of you has a savings grandma started when you were born. It was supposed to be for college, but your father and I have been able to manage that because you’re amazing students, and scholarships help. Which means Molly; you have about twenty five thousand to play with. I think a small personal wedding would be great and when you two decide to buy a house you could use that as a down payment, but it’s yours so you can make the decision.”
 
   “Wow,” Molly said. “Okay Cory and I will discuss it, but I think we will both agree that we truly want a very small wedding.”
 
   Cory nodded in agreement.
 
   “So how much do I have?” Jake asked.
 
   “Not as much as Molly does Jake, she is older. Interest and wise investing will help your cause though,” John laughed.
 
   Lucas and Tessa left. They drove to his house to hang out at the pool.
 
   “Work tomorrow, Mr. Links?” she asked.
 
   “Yeah,” he smiled. “I’m kind of excited about bossing people around.”
 
   “Really? You into dominating people?” Tessa asked.
 
   He laughed.
 
   ~
 
   They lay at the pool with his Mom and her new boyfriend all afternoon. Lucas took her out to dinner and brought her home. Her mother’s car was still there.
 
   “Come in with me?” she asked.
 
   “Tessa, I have to be up at four,” Lucas got out of the SUV, “I’ll walk you in.”
 
   “Stay with me?” she asked.
 
   “Let me get through this week, this schedule is going to kick my ass,” he kissed her.
 
   “Well my schedule is pretty open for the next two weeks until I start work. I’m going to miss you,” she looked down.
 
   “No you won’t, you can come have lunch with me every day. It’s only an hour I think we could get a lot accomplished, that is after your situation is resolved,” he laughed.
 
   “I am going to miss you Lucas,” Tessa felt a lump in her throat, “I’ve been able to see you at school every day with no more than a forty five minute break between each time. This is going to be so hard.”
 
   “We’ll get through it and see each other often,” Lucas laughed. “I did ask you to move in, and you told me no, offer’s still on the table. Think about it. I got to go baby, it’s ten. Six hours of sleep is going to suck.”
 
   She smiled “Suck?”
 
   “I’m going to text you tomorrow. I want you to come to lunch, I love you.” he quickly kissed her and got in his car.
 
   Tessa stomped in the house. Her parents sat at the table. She smiled and kissed them both.
 
   “Goodnight…oh you two should check out the hot tub,” she skipped up the stairs.
 
   She grabbed the laptop, a graduation gift from her parents. Ben had posted pictures of the party on Facebook. He tagged her in it. She had a friend request from Lauren, she accepted it. There was a great picture of her and Lucas dancing and tons of her and the girls.
 
   Her phone chimed, and it was him:
 
   -Baby I’m home and really wish I had taken you up on that offer, I miss you already!...LL (Which means Love Lucas… easier that way)
 
   - Miss me or my hot mouth? Glad your home safe…LT
 
   - You’re so bad…but both! Switch those letters around way hotter …LL
 
   -very funny, I love you, I want you, I miss you, add some extra L’s to your sign off and well let’s just say if I close my eyes I picture your tongue making me very happy…LT
 
   -come to lunch tomorrow? Noon? LL
 
   - go to bed! I could have been almost finished with you by now!...LT
 
   -LUNCH?!?! …LL
 
   -Hmm I’m not sure I am a very busy girl you know…LT
 
   -I will text you the address tomorrow, sweet dreams dream girl…LL
 
   -awe so sweet, sweet dreams to you, sex slave…LT
 
   -seriously I need to sleep, and this is not helping…LL
 
   -Rock a bye baby, with me on top…LT
 
   - I’m shutting my phone off, you are being wicked!…LL
 
   -There’s a whip in your backseat… maybe I need to be spanked?…LT
 
   -Are you fucking kidding me?!?! Very frustrated…LL
 
   -Good, now you know how I feel…how I feel Lucas...LT
 
   -Baby I really need to sleep, I need to be on top of things tomorrow…LL
 
   -Hmm…LT
 
   - What…LL
 
   -you said on top of things…LT
 
   - Tessa, please baby…LL
 
   -I will just take things into my own hands…that’s what I am doing right now…LT
 
   -Tessa stop...LL
 
   -Oh no I’m almost there Lucas…LT
 
   -You better not without me! You’re pissing me off Tessa…LL
 
   -okay I’m sorry I love you Lucas, good night…LT
 
   -much better, Lunch?...LL
 
   -Yes love…LT
 
   -goodnight…LL
 
   -goodnight…LT
 
   Tessa went downstairs to use the bathroom and then went to grab a drink. She looked out the window and her parents were in the hot tub making out. Tessa did her happy dance and ran upstairs.
 
   “Alex come here quickly and quietly,” she dragged him in the kitchen.
 
   “Look at the hot tub,” she said smiling.
 
   “Is that Mom and Dad?”
 
   “Yes,” she said smiling.
 
   “Oh gross-- my eyes are burning!”
 
   Her phone Chimed:
 
   -I woke up an hour ago thinking of you, I hope you're happy...LL
 
   -Good morning Lucas, I’m very happy…LT
 
   -Can you meet me for lunch?…LL
 
   - Are you going to feed me?...LT
 
   -of course, where do you want to go?...LL
 
   -A new place, DOWNtown…LT
 
   -Oh Tessa, you better show up…LL
 
   - Or what…LT
 
   - Or nothing, come hungry…LL
 
   -I will… have a great day Lucas I love you…LT
 
   -I love you …LL
 
   -I’ll bring you something to eat okay, no need to order out...LT
 
   -Tessa? Did you change your mind about your situation?...LL
 
   -NO!!! I am going to actually bring you lunch…LT
 
   Lucas texted her the address.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa pulled into the site and saw him standing over blue prints, jeans hugging his rock hard ass. He was directing people on what to do after lunch. Tessa saw Landon and jumped out and walked over to him.
 
   “How’s he doing?” Tessa asked Landon.
 
   “Great, he’s a natural,” Landon smiled.
 
   “Bossy, huh?” 
 
   “But good at it,” Landon tossed back.
 
   Tessa and Landon laughed, and Lucas turned around. Tessa winked at him, and Lucas smiled.
 
   “Alright… lunch time. This is Tessa,” he motioned for her to come.
 
   She smiled and said hello. She opened up her basket and handed Ryan and Landon lunch.
 
   “Nothing big, a lot of leftovers from the party Saturday.”
 
   They both thanked her.
 
   “Let’s go,” he said and dragged her to his SUV.
 
   She laughed and followed him.
 
   He drove to the state park nearby and pulled in.
 
   “Remember when we came here?”
 
   “We’ve never been here, silly,” she laughed.
 
   “Yes we did, you showed me the girls that night,” he reached over and cupped her breast in his hand.
 
   “Well, I think I’ve heard stories.”
 
   He and opened the hatch and sat down, she handed him lunch, and he opened it.
 
   “You going to eat without me?” 
 
   “No way-- come on in,” he grinned and undid his pants and reached down and released himself, “I brought you something, too.”
 
   He shut the hatch, and they finished lunch.
 
   She opened the hatch and chugged water. He handed her half of his second sandwich.
 
   "I'm full," she smiled.
 
   “Eat baby,” he laughed.
 
   She finished the sandwich, and they drove back to the site. 
 
   He looked in her eyes, “I want dessert.”
 
   “I’m sorry, someone has to work,” she smiled, “You don’t want to be late on the first day.”
 
   “It just doesn’t feel right not giving back to you,” he looked down.
 
   “I’m good with it. I like to make you happy Lucas.”
 
   She got in the Jeep and turned towards him.
 
   “Kiss me?” 
 
   She took his head and his hand started wandering.
 
   “I miss the girls.”
 
   “Okay… they really miss you too,” she slowly pulling away.
 
   “Got an idea for tonight, dinner? Unless you’re too full,” he smiled as his thumb stroked her lips.
 
   “Not ever too full for dinner.”
 
   He kissed her again. “See you girls tonight,” he smiled, “probably about five thirty.”
 
   Lucas looked up, and his whole crew was grinning at him.
 
   “Shit,” she turned to look behind her.
 
   “Oh, is that not okay?” 
 
   "It won't be if they run their mouths," he was annoyed. He kissed her head. “Love you baby, drive safe.”
 
   He pulled her seat belt and handed it to her.
 
   She got home and walked out to the shop, Alex and John were working on the tedder.
 
   “Did you get lunch?” 
 
   “Not yet,” John said, “We’ll be in, in a few minutes.”
 
   She went in and got the pasta salad out and made chicken salad sandwiches for them.
 
   They came in and stood at the sink to wash their hands. Tessa set plates on the table.
 
   “Tired Dad?” Tessa winked at Alex.
 
   “Yes, a little bit,” he dried his hands.
 
   “Did you enjoy the hot tub last night?” she grinned at Alex.
 
   Alex tried not to smile and he and Tessa both snickered.
 
   John looked at both of them and saw their expression, “I don’t want to hear it from you, Tessa.”
 
   “How about me Dad?” Alex chuckled.
 
   “Nope not you either” he picked up his plate and walked in the living room.
 
   They quietly laughed and let him eat.
 
   “Do you want more Dad?” she asked and grinned at Alex.
 
   “Yes please,” he answered and she brought him in another plate.
 
   "I think it's good,” she said and patted his shoulder.
 
   “We’ll see, but until then it’s between us three… got it?”
 
   “Just keep dancing with her,” Tessa smiled and left the room.
 
   ~
 
   The next day Molly, Jade, Maggie, and Tessa went and ordered invitations, and went dress shopping.
 
   -missed you at lunch today…LL
 
   - missed u2. See you tonight?...LT
 
   -Yes. Situation resolved?…LL
 
   -you’ll have to find out for yourself…LT
 
   -be there by five…LL
 
   -Should I meet you at your place?…LT
 
   -YES!!!!! …LL
 
   ~
 
   They accomplished a lot and were home by four. She hit the shower and was out the door. She pulled in his driveway at 5:01 and he was standing in mesh shorts and flip flops, shirtless and looking hot. She got out and grinned at him. She had on a tank top and shorts, her hair was still wet.
 
   "You're late," he grabbed her and rubbed his hand down the front of her slowly.
 
   “Sorry I wanted to shower before I came.”
 
   “Did you forget shoes?” he laughed.
 
   “Apparently I did.”
 
   “Jump on,” he bent down down.
 
   “I would love to,” she jumped on his back and smacked his ass. She kissed his neck and bit his ear.
 
   “How was work?” 
 
   “Do you really care?” he laughed.
 
   “I will in about an hour,” she said jumping off his back and ran upstairs.
 
   He walked in and shut the door and locked it. She was already in his bed smiling.
 
   “No outfit?” he asked dropping his shorts.
 
   “Not right now, unless you really need me to get dressed Lucas.”
 
   She threw the covers quickly to the side and flashed him.
 
   "Please don't," he grabbed her ankles and pulled her to the edge of the bed.
 
   “Lay down, I owe you one or two,” he dropped to his knees.
 
   She did as he said.
 
   ~
 
   When they were done she couldn’t move. He lay on his side watching her try to catch her breath still rubbing his hand slowly across her chest.
 
   “How was work?” she smiled.
 
   He told her about his day, he loved his job.
 
   “Check this out” he jumped up, he grabbed his brief case and turned around.
 
   “I’m checking it out,” she tried not to smile.
 
   “Give me fifteen minutes baby,” he kissed her.
 
   He pulled out an envelope. She opened it. It was some sort of voucher for a ten day vacation in Mexico.
 
    She smiled. “Cool when are you going?” 
 
   He laughed, “When are we going. I’d like us to go right before I have to go to school.
 
    “I don't think my parents will let me,” she pouted. 
 
   “Okay then Christmas break?” he smiled.
 
   She took a deep breath, “I don’t want to disappoint them.”
 
   “Could you at least ask?” he snapped.
 
   "Okay,” she rolled over on her stomach.
 
   "Tessa…”
 
   "I hate flying.”
 
   “Any other excuses you want to pull out? Fuck if you don’t want to go with me just say so!” 
 
   Tessa rolled over and looked at him. She stomped her foot on the bed as she watched him pull his shorts on. “I want to; I just really think they will be upset. Lucas look at me. I want to go with you, I really do. Will you sit down and talk to me, please?!” he sat in front of her and she grinned as she looked at his half naked body she wrapped her legs around him from behind and reached around and rubbed down his hard rippled abs. "You’re so yummy.
 
   “Really is that all you want me for?” he snapped.
 
   She burst out laughing. “Did YOU really just ask me that?” she laughed harder.
 
   He shook his head and looked down, Lucas ran his fingers nervously through his hair, and he laid back on her squishing her into the bed. 
 
    “So Sunday night after you dropped me off and left me completely out of my mind wanting you," she said dramatically as she tried to reach further down. He pulled her hands up to his chest, “I went downstairs after we were done texting,” she pinched his nipple and licked the back of his neck.
 
   He held her hand flat to him and she bit him on the neck lightly and didn’t let go as she kept talking, “I looked out the kitchen window and guess who was making out in the hot tub?”
 
   “I don’t know, who?” he pouted. 
 
   "My parents," she laughed into his neck.
 
   “Seriously,” he chuckled and turned towards her.
 
   “Yes.”
 
   “So my little Tessa doesn’t want to cause waves?” he said and rolled off of her.
 
   "No, I don't.”
 
   “And that’s why you don’t want to go away with me?” 
 
   "Not right now," she said. “I want to see where this leads them with as little curveballs thrown at them as possible, and then I would love to. You and me laying on the beach all day, and playing all night. Yes Lucas, I would love to. I’m not going to make you wait though, take Ryan before school starts.”
 
   “No, I want to go with you, I can wait,” he kissed her.
 
   This time was slow, gentle, sweet and amazing with lots of tender deep kissing. She stopped him and pulled off the condom.
 
   “We don’t need this anymore,” she kissed him.
 
   “Nice.”
 
   They went downstairs, and he grabbed some food out of the fridge. He walked outside and grilled salmon. She made a salad and sat watching him cook.
 
   “Can I tell you some plans I have floating around in my head?” 
 
   He popped a cherry tomato in his mouth and shook his head yes.
 
   “Ok on Monday there is a class that starts it’s for a month; it is from four until six. I want to take it, Jade wants to as well, I start working the next Monday from seven until three. Can you talk me through what to do?” 
 
   “Well why do you need to take classes this summer?” 
 
   “To get my prerequisites done for nursing school,” she said still avoiding eye contact.
 
   “You want to be a nurse?”
 
   “Yes, it’s a three year program. If I want to do something else after I can, but I think it’s a good thing.” 
 
   “Would you consider a college up near SU?” 
 
   She smiled, “After the first semester here. Jade will have had the baby and then…Yes”.
 
   He grabbed her hand and pulled her up, “Then would you consider getting a place with me?”
 
   “Uh huh,” Tessa smiled looking up at him.
 
   He kissed her, “Then let’s do it.”
 
   Lucas worked Monday through Friday from six until about 4:30; he was planning to stay later some nights to try to avoid working Saturdays. Tessa would work from seven until three and then to class from four until six. She would stop at his house on her way home at least three nights a week, the other two would be devoted to wedding preparation. Weekends they would spend together. She had the last two weeks of the summer off so she would help her Dad when she could and they were hopeful that if the job he was running went well they would have at least a week before he left for school. A couple weekend trips would be in the works with the six of them.




 
   [bookmark: Chapter15]Chapter 15
 
   John, Alex, Tessa, and Lucas walked into Ben’s party. It was a much bigger bash than theirs had been. There was drinking and Limo’s to give rides to those who may have had too much to drink. Ben’s house was much different from Tessa imagined. His was as big as Lucas’s father’s house, on the outside it looked like an old barn built in the woods. There was a huge patio area with a stage. Out further was a pond. It was breathtakingly beautiful. It sat on about thirty acres. Ben was an only child and to meet him you would never guess he was so privileged.
 
   "Nice place, Ben," Lucas shook his hand.
 
   “Thanks for coming, hey Tess” he hugged her and he hugged the rest of her family as well.
 
   There was a band playing and people everywhere were dancing. Tessa saw Lauren and went up to say hello. The girls she stood with whispered and looked her up and down. Then they checked out Lucas. It was painfully obvious they thought he was good looking.
 
   "Hello Lauren," she hugged her.
 
   Lauren gave her a half hug. “Long trip, isn’t it?” she smiled politely as if she had to.
 
   “It was nice, actually,” Tessa said.
 
   She watched the girls staring at Lucas, and he noticed because his eyes bore into Tessa.
 
   "Hey baby want to come dance with me?" he kissed her.
 
   “Of course,” she smiled and followed him.
 
   "That was very awkward.”
 
   “Yes, I noticed” he smiled and put his arm around her.
 
   “Did you see those girls checking you out? I thought they were going to attack you.”
 
   "Yeah. Again… awkward.”
 
   The band played about three slow songs, and they danced and looked at each other the whole time. They walked off the floor hand in hand.
 
   “You guys want a drink?” Ben asked.
 
   "Sure, show us where," Lucas smiled.
 
   He pointed over to the Red tent.
 
   “Do you shoot horseshoes?” he asked Lucas.
 
   “No, never have.”
 
   “Good… meet me down there so I can kick your ass Links,” he smiled.
 
   Lucas looked at Tessa and gave her a big obnoxious smile, “Sounds fun!”
 
   They got drinks and walked down to the horseshoe pits.
 
   “How about you and Tessa against Lauren and I?” Ben asked.
 
   “Sure, why not?” Lucas smiled.
 
   “We don’t have to.” Tessa whispered.
 
   “You any good?” 
 
   “I strive to be good at everything I do;" she grabbed his butt and winked.
 
   Tessa gave him the short version of how the game was played.
 
   "Come on Ross," Ben said.
 
   “You will be here with Lauren” she said and smiled and kissed him.
 
   She walked down and stood next to Ben.
 
   "You ready to get your ass kicked, Ross?”
 
   “No, are you?”
 
   "Ladies first," he smiled.
 
   She threw, and the first was a ringer, the next two yielded one point.
 
   Ben shot and knocked her ringer off and got two more points.
 
   “Oh that’s too bad, Tess,” he laughed.
 
   “Just warming up Ben.”
 
   Lauren shot first, and her girls were there cheering her on. Lucas looked at Tessa and rolled his head. A blonde friend of Lauren’s stood behind Lucas giving him tips and was checking out his ass and not trying to hide it at all. Before his third throw, she grabbed his hips and gave him instructions on his stance. He didn’t smile, he looked at Tessa. Tessa was getting annoyed. Lucas hit a ringer, and the blonde hugged him.
 
   “Is that bugging you, Tess?” Ben asked.
 
   “No, I think he can handle himself.” She hit two ringers and smiled, “Your turn Ben.”
 
   The blonde brought Lucas a beer, and he thanked her. Ben hit one and got a couple more points. He set the beer down when he picked up the shoes. Lauren shot gaining no points. Lucas hit one ringer, and the fan club checking out his ass grew.  They all took the opportunity to congratulate him.
 
   Tessa picked up the horseshoes and Ben picked up his.
 
   “Shoot girl,” he smiled.
 
   She hit two ringers again and got another point. Ben hit two as well.
 
   Lauren shot one and missed. Tessa had to jump to avoid it. Her next throw she got a point. Tessa smiled at her, she rolled her eyes at Tessa.
 
   “Ben… you like this girl?” 
 
   “She’s fun for now,” he nudged her.
 
   Her next throw hit Tessa in the toe and she started bleeding. Lucas quickly ran down.
 
   “You okay, Baby?” 
 
   “I will be as soon as we win” she smiled, and he knew she was pissed.
 
   He kissed her quickly on the cheek and whispered in her ear, “Anytime you want we can go.”
 
   “I’m good, just wondering if I may be the last sane woman on the planet.”
 
   The game continued.
 
   “Oops… sorry Tessa!” Lauren yelled down.
 
   “I’d be done with that shit if I were you,” Tessa said loudly to Ben.
 
   “Really why?”
 
   "Cause she did that on purpose," Tessa growled.
 
   "I don't think so Tess.”
 
   “Alright, your call but check her out Ben: she and the group molesting my boyfriend’s ass with their eyes--- are a bunch of bitches.”
 
   He laughed “Alright, I will.”
 
   Tessa shot three ringers and smiled. Ben shot two, and his third hit one of hers off.
 
   All three of Lauren’s had to be dodged by Tessa.
 
   “She usually suck that bad, Ben?” 
 
   “Nope, sorry Tess” he said, “I’ll handle it.”
 
   “Not if I do first,” she sneered.
 
   “Hot head, I will take care of it.”
 
   Lucas ended the game. The blonde grabbed him and planted one on him. He pushed her away, "Not cool, bitch.”
 
   Tessa started storming down after her and Ben grabbed her and looked at Lucas, “You got this?”
 
   “Lauren-- what’s wrong with you?” 
 
   “Her!” she yelled.
 
   "She’s my friend Lauren, and was invited. Unlike the trash you brought with you," he said. “That shit was not cool. We’re done, and you’re leaving.”
 
   “Hey Tessa you happy?” she yelled “You can have him now!”
 
   “Lauren she doesn’t want me, she’s in love with Lucas, and she’s my good friend. Now could you please not cause a scene?” 
 
   She glared at Tessa and Tessa flipped her off.
 
    “That is a naughty finger" Lucas laughed kissing it he picked her up.
 
   “Sorry about this Lucas,” she said, “I can walk.”
 
   “Maybe I want to carry you” he kissed her.
 
   “Hello Tess” Ben’s Mom said, “What happened to your foot, honey?” she asked as she grabbed the first aid kit out of the cupboard.
 
   “Horseshoe injury” she smiled, “But we won, so it was all worth it.” she laughed.
 
   Lucas cleaned her toe.
 
   “Oh Tess… that’s right on your nail bed, does it throb?” she asked.
 
   “Yes” she smiled.
 
   "Here take a couple of these," she said and gave her some pain meds. “I hope you don’t lose that nail Tess.”
 
   “I better not-- I won’t be able to wear flip flops, or any open toed shoes. That’ll piss me off…Oh sorry.”
 
   “No, I would be pissed off too” she laughed.
 
   Ben walked in, “You okay girl?” he grabbed her foot. "Ouch," he went to kiss it and stopped. “Shit, sorry.”
 
   Lucas smiled, “Forgiven.”
 
   “Tess she’s gone and so are the girls. What did you say about them, the group that’s molesting your boyfriend’s ass with their eyes?” He laughed and Lucas chuckled. “They won’t be back; I had a car take them home.”
 
   “What happened Benjamin?” his mother asked.
 
   "Lauren and her girls acted like freaks,” he laughed. “Tess told me she thought it was on purpose. I didn’t think she was like that until Tess had to dodge the next three. I should have seen it. I’m sorry.”
 
   “If the world would just realize how right I am all the time it would all be perfect” she giggled.
 
   Lucas looked at her, “You okay?”
 
   "Tired Lucas,” she yawned and started giggling.
 
   "Okay let's go outside and sit.”
 
   “Mom what did you give her for the pain?” Ben asked his mom.
 
   “Hold on let me check” her eyes widened, “Tylenol with codeine I grabbed the wrong bottle, I am sorry. No wonder she’s tired.”
 
   “Mom!”
 
   “Let me go explain myself to John,” she said.
 
   “Ben be nice to your Mom. I can't feel the pain anymore" she smiled as she scolding him and laughed.
 
   "Alright baby-- let's go," Lucas carried Tessa out. 
 
   ~
 
   “Is she okay?” John asked Lucas.
 
   "Yes.”
 
   “You want to take her home or stick around here?” he asked.
 
   “I can wait although if we leave now we will be home before midnight," he said looking at Tessa.
 
   “Alright, I’d like to stick around for a few more hours. Can you stay with her till I get home?” 
 
   "Sure," Lucas said.
 
   “No hands policy at my house Lucas remember,” John said.
 
   “I do,” Lucas said.
 
   “You two taking off?” Ben asked when John left.
 
   “Yep, she won’t be any fun for a few hours anyway,” he lifted her arm and shook it with absolutely no response from her.
 
   “Alright sorry Lucas.”
 
   “Not your fault. Trust me I know all about crazy ex’s,” he laughed.
 
   “Yeah I remember” Ben smiled, “Sorry about everything you all have been through, been a rough year for you, Lucas.”
 
   “Can I ask you a question Ben?”
 
   “Shoot,” Ben sat down.
 
   “Do you want Tessa?”
 
   “Not now.”
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean?” Lucas asked confused.
 
   “I don’t share, do you?” 
 
   “I would never with her.”
 
   “Then you have nothing to worry about. Take care of her, she’s an awesome girl. By the way, nice ring” he patted Lucas on the back.
 
   “Ben, thank you for being there for her that night.”
 
   “Links… I think we’re having a moment.” Ben chuckled, “If she loves you like she says, I hope things work out for you. And your boy Tommy was a great guy. I’m sorry for your loss man.” He hugged Lucas and Lucas hugged him back.
 
   Tessa opened her eyes, “Awe you two are hugging. I love you both, by the way Ben” she smiled “I told Lucas everything, do you know I am going to marry Lucas someday, soon? Lucas can we go to your house I want to show you that outfit, and the whip.” she laughed and fell back to sleep.
 
   “Wow,” Ben chuckled.
 
   “Alright then, we’ll be leaving, take care man.”
 
   ~
 
   They pulled into the farm, and Tessa sat up.
 
   “Hey Lucas we’re home?”
 
   “Yes.”
 
   He opened her door and grabbed her hand and helped her out.
 
   “My stomach’s not feeling so well.”
 
   “You haven’t eaten all day, let’s go get you something.”
 
   Tessa grabbed saltines out of the cupboard and ate a few.
 
   "That's a little better," she hugged Lucas.
 
   He warmed up some left over soup.
 
   "That's going to piss me off.”
 
   “What baby?”
 
   “My toenail falling off” she pouted.
 
   “It might not and if it does, there are bandages,” he smiled and handed her soup.
 
   She drank it from the cup, “Thank you.”
 
   She watched as he ate his and smiled at him, he smiled back.
 
   “You want to go upstairs?”
 
   “No hands policy, Tessa.”
 
   “Then I will tie them up,” she smiled and walked up the stairs.
 
   Tessa took a bandana and tied his hands above his head to her headboard.
 
   She laughed, “What to do what to do?” she said walking around looking at him, “I pick you, every time, my favorite toy to play with.”
 
   “Tessa, then play baby” his voice was gruff.
 
   “You are all tied up, you don’t have a say,” she laughed and looked at him.
 
   “You seriously think this can hold me?”
 
   “No, but I am thinking about getting a gag,” they laughed, and she jumped on him.
 
   They lay in each other arms naked and asleep. Chewy barked alerting them to the fact that someone was coming in.
 
   "Love you, Baby," Lucas jumped up to get dressed.
 
   He pulled her up and helped her into her pajamas and they ran downstairs. He sat in the recliner, and she lay on the couch. Both pretended to be asleep.
 
   John shook his head and walked by. “Lucas, you awake?”
 
   “She’s fine John, the drugs and the fact that she probably hadn’t eaten since breakfast didn’t help, but she’s fine. She ate and was awake for awhile,” he looked over at Tessa.
 
   “No hands Lucas?”
 
   “No sir, none at all.”
 
   John walked in his room, and Tessa opened her eyes and winked at him and patted the couch. He smiled and lay behind her.
 
   ~
 
   The next week Tessa brought him lunch every day. They ate in the construction trailer with Ryan and his father, Jade rode with her most of the time. They snuck away for a few minutes each day. After class, Tessa would take Jade home two days a week, the other three Jade would drop her off and take the Jeep home.
 
   ~
 
   On Friday, Jade had an appointment. Tessa and Tommy’s Mom would be there with her. Jade was excited. Her doctor was in Ithaca, and they promised to stop and tell the boys the baby’s sex after her appointment.
 
   Jade lay on the bed, and the technician rubbed the cold jelly on her stomach.
 
   The tech took the paddle and moved it around. She smiled when she saw what she was looking for. She went through each part measuring and taking photos.
 
   She looked at them and asked, “Do you want to know what you’re having?”Jade shook her head yew, “Any guesses?”
 
   Tommy’s mom guessed girl and Tessa guessed a boy, Jade said a baby.
 
   “Well two of you are right” she laughed. “It’s a boy!”
 
   Jade immediately started crying and rubbed her belly, “Tommy… we’re having a little you.”
 
   Tessa and Tommy’s mom cried each hugging Jade. The technician even became emotional. She knew the story of the accident from the first ultrasound.
 
    “Thomas James, you’re going to be the most loved boy in the world," Jade said as she rubbed her belly.
 
   “Is that the name you picked Jade?” his mother asked.
 
   “Of course it is. Actually, I think you picked it first.”
 
   Jade was naming their son after his father. The most perfect person she’d ever met.
 
   The doctor went over the ultrasound and talked to her about appetite increase and the fact that her hormones were changing and to expect her emotions to intensify. Her baby was healthy and growing; he was absolutely perfect.
 
   They left and went to lunch, none of them ate much. As happy as they were that he was healthy it was one of those days that the loss hurt so very badly that it could not be ignored.
 
   Tommy’s mother asked Jade to come over after her class to look through things that she had kept of Tommy’s. She agreed and got in the Jeep, and they drove to the job site.
 
   “You sure you want to do this right now?” Tessa asked.
 
   "Of course I am," Jade smiled.
 
   ~
 
   All the guys were at the picnic table out in front of the trailer; Lucas was giving instructions for after lunch. They sat and waited until they knew they were done. Ryan wasn’t paying attention to Lucas but staring at the Jeep. Lucas looked back and saw them. He smiled and motioned them over.
 
   “You ready?” Tessa asked Jade.
 
   Lucas dismissed the guys.
 
   “Well, what’re we having?” Lucas smiled.
 
   "It's a boy," Jade’s smile was precious; she was so excited to share the news with Lucas, Tommy’s best friend.
 
   Lucas hugged her and Ryan picked her up and twirled her around.
 
   “Of course it is” he smiled and bent down and rubbed her belly.
 
   “Hello little TJ,” he laughed, “Oh wow!”
 
   "He just kicked," Jade said. “Ryan, I think he likes you.”
 
   “Either that or he didn’t want my hand on your belly,” he laughed.
 
   "Come on buddy kick again," she rubbed her belly and nothing. “Tessa you try” she said grabbing her hand again nothing. “Lucas come here! It’s Lucas Tommy, kick him I know you’d wanted to many times before” she laughed and so did Lucas, and nothing. “Ryan will you come here please” she said, and she took his hand and put it on her belly and he kicked. “He likes you” she laughed.
 
   "I like him, too," he smiled.
 
   “No way-- let me try again.”
 
   “Give me your hand Lucas,” Ryan smiled, he put Lucas’s hand under his, and he kicked.
 
   “Wow that was so cool!”
 
   She put her hand on her belly and nothing.
 
   “Ryan could you help me out? My future God son seems to prefer your hand,” Tessa laughed.
 
   Jade looked at Ryan and smiled and blushed. Tessa smiled, and she felt his kick. Ryan couldn’t look at Jade but he was smiling when he pulled his white hat down covering his eyes.
 
   “He’s going to be an amazing kid Jade,” he walked away, head down and hands in his pockets, “See you all later” Ryan called over his shoulder.
 
   ~
 
   They had planned to all hang out at Lucas’s on Saturday. His mom and her friend were going away for the weekend. A first Lucas thought they normally just hung out at the pool or in the bedroom. He was happy for his mother.
 
   Tessa’s phone rang and as she was in the kitchen cooking while Lucas cleaned the pool. It was Jade, and she needed her to pick her up from Tommy’s. Jade seemed very upset. She pulled in and jumped out of the car.
 
   She was about to knock when Jade opened the door.
 
   “Jade, please don’t go,” Tommy’s Mom pleaded, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “It’s okay I just have plans today, I’ll talk to you later,” Jade walked out quickly.
 
   “Yes you will, I have rights to that child too Jade--- don’t you forget it!” 
 
   Tessa turned around and looked at her, “Is everything okay?” 
 
   “No, it’s not, she took my baby away and now she doesn’t think I should have the right to have this one under my roof, I told her she could stay, too!”
 
   “With all due respect ma’am, this is her child.” Tessa said cautiously.
 
   “Who’s going to help her, to make sure he is alright, her drugged up Mother?” she yelled at Tessa.
 
   “I’m very sorry for your loss, but she is carrying a child. You shouldn’t be upsetting her right now. She has dealt with a lot lately. She made the choice to keep this baby. Her mother won’t be involved, but I’ll help her,” Tessa said softly.
 
   "Oh great… two hormone filled little whores raising my grandson!" 
 
   “Ma’am, would Tommy want you to treat her like that?” she asked.
 
   She slapped Tessa across the face and was shocked by her reaction, “Well then I’ll see her in court!” She slammed the door in Tessa’s face.
 
   Tessa got in the Jeep “Tessa, I’m sorry are you okay?” Jade cried.
 
   “I’m fine, it takes more than that to push us Ross’s down. Remember that Jade--- we got this” Tessa held her hand.
 
   The rest of the ride was quiet, and when they got to Lucas’, everyone was there.
 
   “You ready for this or should we drive for awhile?” Tessa asked.
 
   "Let's just sit here for a few minutes," Jade said. “Oh Tessa her finger prints are on your face, we should go get some ice on that.”
 
   "We can wait a few minutes," Tessa hugged her.
 
   Lucas and Ryan walked out, and both were in swim trunks, sunglasses and white hats.
 
   “What’s going on ladies?” Lucas asked.
 
   “We’ll be in, in just a few minutes” she smiled still hugging Jade.
 
   “Alright then,” he said and bent in to kiss her.
 
   "Alright see you in a few.”
 
   Tessa noticed Jade checking out Ryan as he walked away.
 
   “Whatcha looking at Jade?” she laughed.
 
   “Is he hot, or is it the hormones?” 
 
   “He has always been a doll Jade.”
 
   "White hat and hormones are not helping," Jade laughed as she wiped away her tears.
 
   They walked in the house a few minutes later and changed into bathing suits. They went out to join their friends. Jade had a perfect pregnant body, she was tall and had only gained weight in her belly and boobs, from behind you wouldn’t even know she was pregnant. She wore a bikini with a cover over it and looked so damn cute.
 
   "Baby, you look hot," he kissed Tessa’s cheek.
 
   Tessa looked at him and shook her head no and mad a sad face and looked at Jade.
 
   "But Jade I have to tell you I have never seen you look more beautiful," he said “Can I touch your belly?”
 
   Tessa smiled.
 
   Jade sat down, “Sure, but he hasn’t moved a lot today.”
 
   "I can make him," Lucas said.
 
   He tried, but he wouldn’t move.
 
   “He might be upset; it’s been a rough night. What if something is wrong with him Tessa?” she asked.
 
   Ryan walked over, “He’s fine Jade, may I?”
 
   "Please do.”
 
   “Ok little guy you’re freaking your Momma out,” Ryan put his hand on her belly.
 
   He didn’t kick. Ryan rubbed her belly a little and he kicked. Ryan smiled, and Jade grinned and bit her lip and immediately realized how she was looking at him.
 
   “Thanks Ryan,” she stood up and walked into the house.
 
   She grabbed a glass of water and took some deep breaths.
 
   "Not cool, Jade," she said aloud.
 
   Tessa laughed “Hormones Jade?”
 
   “Maybe Tessa but he has always been around, since my brothers. He’s always been so nice, quiet but nice. I just don’t know. Tommy has been gone for three months and I miss being touched and feeling …loved. I don’t want to lose my friend because I’m a freaking ball of hormones right now.” She hugged Tessa, “But he is cute right?”
 
   Tessa laughed, “Always has been, Jade.”
 
   They walked outside, and Phoebe, Alex, Becca, Cassidy and Becca’s boyfriend Joshua were there.
 
   “Tessa-- what happened to your face?” Alex asked.
 
   Lucas walked over and grabbed her chin moving her head, “What the fuck happened to you?”
 
   “Tommy’s mom slapped her” Jade answered, “hard too.”
 
   “Fucking cu…” Tessa put her hand over his mouth.
 
   “Why?” Alex asked.
 
   Jade told them about waking up in the middle of the night and she was sitting on the bed looking at her. That she had asked her to live there when the baby was born so that she could help raise him and teach her how to be a mother. It scared Jade. Then she told them about what she had said to Tessa. And then she finally broke down and cried. Ryan walked behind her and rubbed her head.
 
   “Jade don’t cry. Crazy ass grandma can be dealt with," he said.
 
   “She is fucking crazy!” Lucas spat as he paced back and fourth.
 
   “What do you mean?” Jade asked.
 
   Lucas told stories about when he used to stay with them, and Tommy’s older sister used to sneak in and kiss him at night. He was twelve, and she was fourteen, every time they got caught she would freak out.
 
   “So one night, Lucy came in and climbed in bed with me and kissed me, and she walked in. She brought me back here at three in the morning at thirteen years old. Tommy was pissed, and snuck out, he spent the night here. She never got over it, and I never stayed with them again. Tommy knows his Mom’s a judgmental bitch Jade, he wouldn’t be mad at you if you didn’t speak to her again. He couldn’t wait to get out of there!” Lucas explained.
 
   “That’s crazy, he never told me” Jade said. “But I have heard of grandparent’s rights before.”
 
   “I have a great lawyer who specialized in custody; I’ve known her for six years. I’ll call her Monday morning, and you can sit down with her,” Ryan said still rubbing her back.
 
   “Thank you Ryan. You have a six year old?” she asked.
 
   “No Jade” he laughed. “I met her when my crack head parents got out of jail. They were fighting to get me back, and the Brooks’ had already started the adoption process. She is very smart and will answer all of your questions. So stop stressing, and maybe little TJ will move for you,” he said and patted her head and walked away.
 
   She took a deep breath and Tessa laughed.
 
   “Get that hat off his head,” she whispered.
 
   “It’s not the hat Jade, it’s the whole package,” she laughed. “Hey Lucas why didn’t you tell me about Lucy?” 
 
   “Tessa you know everyone I have had sex with, you really want to know about all that I did with everyone else with?” he laughed.
 
   “Yes, and now please,” she stood up and walked inside.
 
   He walked in with his head down and grabbed a cold pack out of the freezer and put it on her face.
 
   “That’s going to bruise. We really need to do this?” he asked.
 
   “No, just let me know if we are in the same room or at the same function or something, I just don’t want to feel like an idiot,” she said.
 
   “Okay, no problem. You want to go back out now?” he asked, taking her hand.
 
    “They think I’m pissed. We have at least a half hour," she said and grinned.
 
   "Sounds like a great idea," he said and pulled her upstairs.
 
   ~
 
    
 
   The next week was crazy for Tessa; she worked and went to school, three weeks and counting. She didn’t see Lucas nearly enough, but when she did… it was wonderful.
 
   The six went to camp the following weekend. They spent every evening by the fire, during the day they helped around the farm. Lucas learned to drive a tractor, and for some reason he loved it. Tessa loved to ride with him, and she made sure he loved her there too.
 
   Jade was meeting with the attorney on Monday, Lucas insisted that Ryan take her, not that it took much effort to convince Ryan. Ryan had bought a new vehicle, a blue Tahoe; he had been saving for awhile.
 
   “Nice ride Brooks. When did you get this?” Jade asked getting in.
 
   He shut the door and ran around and jumped in.
 
   "They delivered it this morning," he said acting nervous.
 
   He was quiet the whole ride watching Jade out of the corner of his eye while she played with all the buttons.
 
   "This is cool," she said as she opened the moon roof and stood up.
 
   He lightly took her hand and pulled it down, “Jade careful.”
 
   “Sorry,” she sat quietly.
 
   She watched him as he drove. He felt her eyes on him and got very uncomfortable.  He grabbed his white hat off the dash and shoved it down blocking his eyes. If he couldn’t see her he may not feel so damn nervous.
 
   "TJ hasn't moved today," she said reclining the seat.
 
   She took his hand and put it on her belly. He let out a breath and left his hand there. He still wasn’t moving so Ryan rubbed her belly gently.
 
   He kicked, and Ryan smiled “Hey, buddy!”
 
   He smiled. “I’m sure he likes me.”
 
   "Me too," she said and put her hand over his, “I mean… I’m sure he does, too.”
 
   "I get it Jade," he smiled.
 
   They pulled in, and he jumped out and opened her door.
 
   “Wow-- this is very high off the ground.”
 
   He helped her down and she did her best to hide her grin. They walked towards the office and she slowed down.
 
   “Ryan, I’m scared,” she admitted.
 
   “You’ll love her, and whatever she says we’ll figure it out,” he said finally releasing her hand.
 
   They walked in, and the secretary seated them in a small room to wait. Jade fidgeted the whole time. A tall pretty red head in her forties walked in.
 
   "Ryan," she hugged him, “I was glad to hear from you.”
 
   “Thank you for seeing us, I mean Jade. She has a lot of questions and needs you to tell her what she’s in store for legally,” he said.
 
   “Well let’s talk through it. Hi Jade, you look nervous, kind of like you did the first time we met Ryan. Look at him Jade, he got through a very difficult time, and he’s still here.”
 
   Jade asked a lot of questions, and Ryan asked a few too. She gave them more information than she even knew she needed. They walked out, and she called Ryan back in the office.
 
   “You like her, don’t you Ryan?” she asked.
 
   “She’s a sister to the twins, remember my friends who died in the accident?” he asked.
 
   “I do. She seems great, very pretty and very scared. Be careful.”
 
   “I don’t know what that means?” Ryan asked.
 
   “If you like her as much as I’m sensing, go slow and easy,” she smiled.
 
   “I will” he blushed.
 
   They drove out of the parking lot, and he glanced at her.
 
   “Jade, what’s up?” he asked.
 
   "Well... I’m totally overwhelmed," she started to cry.
 
   “You’re going to be fine. Let’s go feed my little buddy and then I’ll take you to school okay?” he asked.
 
   She shook her head and grabbed his hand and put it on her belly, “Please.”
 
   Ryan rubbed her belly as he drove into town. TJ kicked up a storm.
 
   "That’s so cool," he said softly.
 
   After they had eaten he dropped her off at school. He ran to the Auto store and bought steps for the passenger side of the SUV.
 
   ~
 
   He told Lucas he’d swing by after the appointment to go over some blueprints, making up for the time he had missed. Ryan enjoyed this job very much, and he was good at it. Lucas had told his Dad to watch him. He and Lucas went over the blue prints and had plans for the next three days. Lucas went to check out Ryan’s new vehicle, and saw the steps. He helped put them on, and they talked about what the attorney had said.
 
   Lucas texted Tessa
 
   -Ryan is here why don’t you and Jade come over? I'll make dinner…LL
 
   -Sounds good…LT
 
   They pulled in and got out. They walked in, and dinner was on the patio. Lucas smiled when he saw Tessa. She smiled back, he was such a different person and so was she, they didn’t fight anymore, and when she saw his face whether it was first thing in the morning or times like now she felt like she was home.
 
   "Hey baby," he kissed and hugged her, “I missed you today.”
 
   They ate and talked about what the attorney had said and came to the conclusion that Jade, who had already planned to breast feed as long as she could, had nothing to worry about. No judge in their right mind would insist she express milk for her to share her new baby with them. Tessa had a picture of the hand print on her face that she knew might prove useful.
 
   Lucas’s mom and her friend spent a lot of time together, “If you two want to stay here when I’m at school Jade, you can. Mom is thinking about moving in with her shrink, which I think is perfect,” he laughed and Tessa smacked him, “Tell me I’m wrong baby?” she laughed.
 
   Her other options were to not name Tommy as the father on the birth certificate which she just couldn’t do.
 
   “I’m pretty sure the breast feeding thing is going to work Jade, but you need to remember that’s a temporary fix. You can’t breast feed until he’s five,” Ryan said seriously.
 
   "I can't believe we’re sitting here talking about how my boobs are going to save the day," Jade laughed.
 
   Ryan wrote a few things down, “I’m going to call her in the morning and run this by her. Jade what are you willing to do, I mean can you give her a few hours a week for visitation or will that be too much?”
 
   “I’d thought about letting her watch him while I was at school the two and a half hours five days a week, but I don’t think I can,” Jade said.
 
   “No, I don’t think so, that is setting a precedence. Will they let you take him to school?” Ryan asked.
 
   "I can find out.”
 
   “Good, so what do you think, two hours on a Saturday or Sunday too much?” he asked.
 
   "After what she did I would not like even that.” 
 
   Ryan wrote it down, “Okay, anything else?”
 
   “Why are you doing all this for me Ryan?”
 
   “That’s what friends do,” he got up, “Your brothers would want to know you’re being looked after.”
 
   “Well thank you” she called after him. She looked confused and frustrated.
 
   They hung out, and Ryan said he was going to go.
 
   “Can you give Jade a ride?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Sure, you ready?” 
 
   "Yes," she said quietly.
 
   She walked to the truck and got in, “When did you get steps?”
 
   “Earlier” his answer was short.
 
   He pulled his hat down, he was uncomfortable.
 
   They were about half way to Jade’s and had said nothing. Jade finally broke the silence.
 
   “Ryan I don’t want you to feel like you have to do all this for me,” she said softly.
 
   He pulled to the stop sign and looked at her.
 
   “I don’t feel like I have to Jade, I want to. If it upsets you, I won’t,” he said as they pulled forward.
 
   “I like you being here, and so does he," she said and grabbed his hand and put it on her belly.
 
   Ryan smiled when he kicked him. “Good.”
 
   The week went by, and Friday night they all went to Tessa’s. Her Dad was not going to be home, and Tessa missed the kids. They decided to play baseball in the yard.
 
   “Jade, can we talk for a minute?” Ryan asked.
 
   “Only if you rub my belly.”
 
   “Alright… come with me” Ryan said, and they walked into the living room.
 
   “I talked to Julie, the lawyer, and right now she says that’s a good plan, she would like to have a meeting with Tommy’s parents and feel them out, are you willing to do that?” Ryan asked.
 
   “What do you think I should do?” she said and grabbed his hand and put it on her belly and laid her head on his lap.
 
   “Well,” he said nervously. “If that’s okay with you I think you should.”
 
   She was staring up at him as he rubbed her belly and smiled.
 
   “Then I will.” The baby kicked, and she laughed, “He likes you as much as I do.”
 
   "You want to kick me?" Ryan laughed.
 
   “Nope,” she said grinning and bit her lip.
 
   He closed his eyes and sat back, he rubbed her belly some more. She sat up and touched his face and kissed his cheek. “Thank you Ryan.”
 
   The meeting would be in two weeks. Ryan agreed to go.
 
   




 
   [bookmark: Chapter16]Chapter 16
 
   Tessa woke up at three in the morning thinking of Lucas. Her Dad had already left, and the kids were at her mom’s. She had an awesome dream, and she could not get it out of her head. She showered and brushed her teeth. She jumped in the Jeep and drove to his house. She used her key to get in. She went in his closet and put on the black outfit she had bought when she was prom dress shopping.  She grabbed the whip and giggled. What am I doing? She looked over, and he lay without covers, the moonlight beaming across his body. He looked so peaceful sleeping, she watched him for awhile.
 
   His alarm went off, and he mumbled “Ten more minutes,” and went to hit the snooze.
 
   She took the whip and lightly hit his hand, he instinctively pulled it back and rubbed his eyes, he went for it again, and she hit his hand again. He sat up and opened his sleepy eyes and squinted rubbing them again.
 
   "No way," he said under his breath and opened his eyes again.
 
   She raised her eyebrow at him.
 
   “Tessa, you look so fucking…” he stood up, and she pushed him back gentle with the whip.
 
   He smiled and sat back. She walked over and pushed play on his stereo. She danced slowly to Alice Cooper’s Poison, and he watched her steamy eyed and jaw tight. He went to stand again, and she pushed the whip into him. The song finished, and she went and straddled him and pushed him down. She slowly kissed his belly and moved lower.
 
   “Baby…” he moaned.
 
   They got out of the bed and kissed, “I want to wake up like that every day for the rest of my life” he said smiling.
 
   “We will, I love you” she threw on underwear and a tank top and ran downstairs and made him breakfast.
 
   He ran downstairs, “We’re going shopping after you get out of school today.”
 
   Lucas scooped her up and kissed her.
 
   “Oh yeah? What are we going shopping for?” she laughed.
 
   “More outfits. Fucking hot!”
 
   ~
 
   After class Jade seemed irritated.
 
   “What’s going on Jade?” Tessa asked as they pulled out.
 
   “I’m hungry” she said and looked down. “And I like Ryan, Tessa… I really like him.”
 
   “Have you told him?” 
 
   “No, I don’t want him to run scared, don’t you tell Lucas,” she snapped.
 
   “I won’t. But he would never tell him.” 
 
   “He would hate me, Tommy has only been gone for four and a half months, and I have a crush on someone? What the hell is that about?!”
 
   “Jade, Tommy wouldn’t want you to be alone. You’re seventeen, and in a couple weeks you’ll be eighteen. He would never expect you to be alone forever. Ryan’s a good guy, he works hard, cares for you, TJ likes him more than me,” Tessa gaffed, “and he’s really nice to look at. I was thinking the other day; he has a very sexy voice. Deep and smooth Jade, I bet he would be…”
 
   “Can we go eat, please?” 
 
   Tessa laughed and pulled over to text Lucas.
 
   -Hey hot stuff, Jade is starving, and we are going to stop and feed TJ. Hope you’re not upset…LT
 
   -Not at all. Just getting ready to leave here myself, where you going?...LL
 
   -Probably Olive Garden to carb her up…LT
 
   -Great, text me later baby…LL
 
   They walked in to the restaurant to get a table.  Lucas walked out and smiled.
 
   “Would you like to join us?” he smiled, “There’s no wait.”
 
   They sat down, Ryan pulled the chair out for Jade and Lucas did the same for Tessa.
 
   “You know it’s going to take a lot more than that to get me to go home with you sir,” she whispered.
 
   “Alright” he smiled. “Will that at least get me to the parking lot?”
 
   “Of course” she smiled and started to stand up.
 
   He laughed, “Could we eat first?”
 
   “Sure you can” she laughed and sat down.
 
   “You hungry Jade?” Lucas asked.
 
   "Yes," she looked down.
 
   “You okay?” Lucas asked.
 
   "Yes, thank you," she said quietly.
 
   The waiter brought out bread and salad. Jade took a bread stick and nibbled on it. Tessa looked at her.
 
   “Jade what’s up?” Ryan asked.
 
   “Nothing,” she answered.
 
   “Then eat-- little man is hungry,” he rubbed her belly.
 
   She jumped.
 
   "Oh sorry," he said and raised his hands in the air.
 
   “Hey Lucas, I think I forgot to lock the Jeep, come with me please?” she looked at him with her eyes wide. He followed her out.
 
   “Sorry if I offended you Jade,” he whispered.
 
   She looked down, “You didn’t, I like when you do that.”
 
   “Ok, so what just happened, are you alright?” he asked.
 
   “No, Ryan I’m not” she got teary eyed.
 
   “Jade do you need to go to the doctor?” 
 
   “No, ” she said and a tear dropped down her face, “Ryan I actually like when you touch my belly, I like that you’re around whenever I need you, I like you, really like you, and I know it’s stupid that you’re just a really good friend, and I’m knocked up at seventeen and…”
 
   “Are you done yet?” he asked.
 
   “No…” 
 
   “Can I kiss you?”
 
   Her eyes widened. “Do you honestly want…” she started, and he kissed her.
 
   Tessa and Lucas walked in, and they both smiled and sat down. Jade and Ryan didn’t even notice they had returned.
 
   Ryan started to pull back, and Jade grabbed the back of his head and kissed him again. The waitress came to the table, and Tessa giggled. Jade jumped, and they both looked around. She blushed.
 
   “Can I tell Lucas now?” Tessa asked and laughed.
 
   "Shut up, Tessa," Jade looked down.
 
   “Can I tell Jade how you have looked at her since I met you?” Lucas asked.
 
   "Shut up Lucas," Ryan said.
 
   “You hungry now, Jade?” Tessa asked.
 
   "Yes," she laughed.
 
   Ryan sat back and rubbed his hands through his hair and took a deep breath. Jade looked at him and smiled. He smirked and looked down.
 
   Jade ate until she couldn’t move, “Can I give you a ride home?”
 
   “Yes, please Ryan.”
 
   ~
 
   Tessa and Lucas went shopping. He threw everything he saw in the basket and she laughed. She grabbed a pair of elephant trunk underwear and smiled at him, he shook is head no. She grabbed a pair of banana undies and he dragged her out of the department and to the cash register he grabbed a pair of handcuffs, she shook her head no, and he raised his eyebrow and said, “Oh yes”.
 
   They checked out, and she tried to pay, he pushed her back and laughed. The cashier was red by the time she finished ringing them out. They walked out laughing and right into Sadi.
 
   “Well hello there Lucas, hey Tessa” she smiled, “You guys a happy couple now?”
 
   “Hello Sadi, how are you?” he asked.
 
   “Oh great, you know it’s been a rough year though. I’m sorry about Tommy” she said. “But I see you got through that just like you did when our baby died. Tessa did he tell you it was a boy?” 
 
   “I’m very sorry, Sadi,” Tessa looked down.
 
   “Why are you sorry it made it easier for you?” Sadi laughed.
 
   “It wasn’t a competition Sadi, we talked about that,” Lucas said calmly.
 
   "Oh wow check out that ring, Tessa!” 
 
   “Sadi are you still seeing your therapist?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Nope, I’m all set though. You both have a great night, oh and enjoy whatever is in that bag.” She began walking away, she stopped. “By the way, I got into SU Lucas, where are you going?” she laughed as she walked away.
 
   “You okay?” they both asked each other at the same time.
 
   He hugged her.
 
   “Lucas, your baby was a boy?”
 
   “Yes,” he looked away.
 
   “You wanna leave, bud?” she asked rubbing his back.
 
   "No-- I want to forget about that and go into that store," he smiled.
 
   “Okay Lucas, if that’s what you want.” He gave her a look. “I love you, and I want you to be okay, it’s not pity Lucas”
 
   “I know,” he kissed her.
 
   They went in, and he grabbed a bunch of front clasp bras and boy shorts, he made sure they all had matching pieces. He grabbed crotch less panties and two garter belts.
 
   “Alright I think we’re good for now” he kissed her head.
 
   They stood in line, his arm around her. She was embarrassed and put her head in his chest. As they were being rung up Tessa heard a familiar voice and looked up.
 
   “I can take it from here; you can take your break now.”
 
   She took a deep breath and looked down. Lucas didn’t even react. He kissed her head again and squeezed her.
 
   “I see you still like the front clasp, did you finally master that?” Sadi asked, and he didn’t respond. “Oh boy shorts, that’s new. These aren’t though, did he ask you not to wear panties yet?” she whispered. “Four hundred thirty two dollars and eighty cents, you sure she’s worth it, you don’t have to pick hay out of these do you?”
 
   He didn’t look up, he handed her the credit card, still staring at Tessa.
 
   “Have you taken her to our baby’s grave site yet?”
 
   He signed the small black screen and grabbed the bag, she handed him the receipt.
 
   

“Have a great night.”
 
   They walked out and held hands.
 
   “Tessa” he started.
 
   “If you’re okay, I’m okay,” she squeezed his hand.
 
   “You’re not angry?” he asked.
 
   “No, not angry.”
 
   “Ok are you upset? Truth Tessa?” 
 
   They got in his SUV, and he looked at her.
 
   “Okay, I’m just concerned and wonder why you never talk about it Lucas, I didn’t know you had a boy or that you buried him. Lucas I don’t want to push, and this was all before, so I feel like I shouldn’t even ask. I just wish, no… it’s okay Lucas.” she smiled.
 
   “Okay Tessa, his name is David, he’s buried in Lansing. I’ve been there three times, but I pass the cemetery every day. He was one pound seven ounces and twelve inches long. In the very tiny box, he was buried, and he wore a little sleeper. Nothing would fit, and we wanted him to be warm and not just wrapped in a damn blanket. At the service were my parents, and Audrianna and Sadi’s mother. It was short and very, very, sad. I don’t like to think about it, I don’t like to talk about it. He wasn’t alive when he was born; in fact he was dead before I even got to the hospital. I’m not mad Tessa, but I need to know that I’ve answered all of your questions.” He looked up, and tears were falling down her face. “Now I’m going to drop you off at your Jeep, and I would love you to come to my house… but if you don’t want to, I can understand.” 
 
   “Lucas you don’t have to drop me off, you can on your way to work in the morning. I want to be with you now, but I don’t want you to drive home alone.” She kissed his face. "I love you," she said and kissed him again.
 
   They walked into his room, and he dropped the bags. She went into the bathroom and ran a bath. She walked out, and he sat on the bed with his head in his hands. She bent down and grabbed his hand, led him into the bathroom and undressed him. She pointed towards the bath.
 
   “Get in please Lucas.”
 
   She undressed and lit a few candles. She sat facing him and washed him and kissed every part she cleaned. She washed his hair and sat on his lap and kissed him.
 
   “God, I love you Tessa.”
 
   “I love you Lucas.” 
 
   When they were finished they walked out. She texted Alex,
 
   -hey very rough night, can you cover for me?...LT
 
   - yep…Alex
 
   “Can I stay with you tonight?” 
 
   He lifted the covers and smiled, “You can stay every night, Tessa.”
 
   They held each other until they fell asleep.
 
   


  
 


 
   [bookmark: Chapter17]Chapter 17
 
   Ryan and Jade drove into town. His hand stayed on her belly as TJ danced. She stared at him the entire way home; he didn’t put his hat on to cover his eyes. They pulled into her driveway, and her Dad’s truck was still not there. He got out and opened the door and held her hand as she stepped out. She smiled nervously.
 
   “Thank you, Ryan.”
 
   They walked to the door, and she fumbled around her bag for her keys.
 
   "Damn it," she said.
 
   He reached up above the door for their spare and found it and unlocked the door.
 
   “That thing has been there for years. You two should find a new place for it,” he laughed.
 
   “Will you come in?” Jade asked.
 
   "If you want me to," he said looking down.
 
   She walked in and stopped to take her shoes of and stood up at the same time he did. They bumped heads.
 
   “Ouch,” she laughed.
 
   “You okay?” he rubbed her head.
 
   She closed her eyes, and he looked at her.
 
   “I am… are you?” she said quietly.
 
   “Yes,” he whispered lifting her chin, and he kissed her.
 
   She opened her mouth to him, and he cautiously entered her mouth, her tongue quickly met his and she moaned. She wrapped his arms around her waist and slowly walked to the couch. He sat down bringing her on top of him. She straddled his lap and moaned.
 
   “Jade” he whispered.
 
   She pulled back and looked at him, and she smiled.
 
   “You’re so beautiful” he said, and she kissed him again.
 
   They stopped kissing to breathe. They looked at each other and smiled. She kissed him again and felt him beneath her, she kissed him harder and took his hand and brought it to her breast. He didn’t move his hand but could feel the hard center beneath it. She pushed into him. He pulled his head back and moved his hand.
 
   “You’re not ready for this Jade, we need to slow down.”
 
   "I don't want to," she kissed him.
 
   He pulled back.
 
   "Ryan, you won't get me pregnant.”
 
   “Jade, slow down, please,” he picked her up and sat her beside him.
 
   She was all of the sudden embarrassed.
 
   “Oh God I’m sorry,” she said hiding her face.
 
   He rubbed her black hair.
 
   “Don’t be, I just know you are so full of emotions and probably have crazy hormone things going on. I really want you Jade; I have for a very long time. But I won’t take advantage of that.”
 
   “Ryan. Rub my belly, please” she laid down frustrated.
 
   She pulled up her shirt, and he could see her bra and the excitement he had caused.
 
   He smiled and sat back, “I would love to” he bent over and kissed her gently and then kissed her belly.
 
   They fell asleep with her head on his lap and his hand on her belly.
 
   Ryan heard the door open and sat up.
 
   “She okay?” Jack asked when he walked in the door.
 
   "She’s fine," Ryan started to get up.
 
   “Dad, I want him to stay” Jade whispered.
 
   “Okay Jade” he said.
 
   Jack had watched Ryan and the way he quietly looked after Jade for the past five years. He liked Ryan a lot and trusted him.
 
   ~
 
   Jade and Tessa’s class had ended, and they both did well. Jade had signed up for another class that started in a week. This way she would only have to attend classes half a day.
 
   Jade and Ryan walked into the law office where the meeting between Tommy’s family and her was being held.
 
   “I want you to come in with me,” she held his hand tightly.
 
   “Alright but we shouldn’t hold hands,” he smiled, “That may upset them, okay?”
 
   "I don't care.”
 
   “Jade yes you do, and he needs you to care alright?” he said and rubbed her belly.
 
   “Okay fine,” she rolled her eyes.
 
   They walked in, and the secretary took them into Julie’s office.
 
   “Hello Ryan. Hello Jade, have a seat,” she motioned to the chairs. “They’re waiting in the conference room and have brought an attorney. I don’t know what to expect, but I need you both to hide whatever it is that’s going on here between you two. That may push her harder.” Jade looked down disappointed. “I’m not saying forever” Julie laughed. “Let’s just go in, you and I, Jade. Ryan, you can sit right outside the door.”
 
   “No, I want him to come in” her eyes filled up.
 
   “Okay Jade, but no glances between the two of you, okay?” Julie half asked, and half demanded.
 
   “Jade maybe I shouldn’t be with you in there,” he said quietly.
 
   She looked at him confused, and tears started “I thought” she stopped, “I don’t want you to if you don’t want to.”
 
   He wiped her tears and kissed her softly, “I do, Jade, and I’m just trying to do the right thing.”
 
   “I need you in there.”
 
   “Okay then,” Julie said handing her a tissue. “Get it together and let me talk.”
 
   They walked in, and Ryan followed Julie. Julie shook hands with their attorney and sat down.
 
   “We’re here to try to resolve the issue between Miss Ross and Mr. and Mrs. Lane. Jade wants what’s best for her child and all parties involved.” Julie said.
 
   “Well, we can make this meeting much shorter. Mr. and Mrs. Lane will accept one of two things, the first is Mrs. Lane would like to have her grandchild every other weekend, two nights a week and when Jade is in school.” Jade gasped. “The second option is the Lanes would like to take the burden of an unwanted child off of Miss Ross’s hands and obtain full custody and be able to make the decision as to when Miss Ross sees their grandchild.”
 
   “Do you mean my son?” Jade asked. “Neither will happen do you understand that?!”
 
   “Jade let me speak honey.” Julie said. “Miss Ross has offered two and a half hours a week as long as Mrs. Lane seeks counseling. We feel that is more than fair given the circumstance.” Jade started to cry. “She will be breast feeding which is best for her child so neither of your proposals will be accepted.”
 
   “She is seventeen years old. She comes from a horribly dysfunctional family. Our grandchild deserves better than white trash,” Mrs. Lane yelled.
 
   “Your grandchild deserves a chance to bond with its mother, who is taking classes over the summer so that she has a shortened school day so she can be there for her child,” Julie said.
 
   "And who the hell is this?" she said pointing towards Ryan who looked down and tightened his jaw trying not to speak. She looked at her husband.
 
   “I told you that this was probably not even Tommy’s child, she’s a little whore.”
 
   "Listen, lady," Ryan said. “If I were you I would take what you’re being offered, and I certainly would not be talking to Jade like that. She’s amazing and loved your son very much. The fact that you don’t know who I am has me questioning your sanity. I was in the accident with your son. I’d ask you how he would feel about the way you just spoke to her except I already know your reaction would be the same as it was to Tessa the other day.”
 
   “What is he talking about?” Mr. Lane asked.
 
   "Oh here Mr. Lane," Julie said handing him a picture, “At your wife’s request Jade spent the night after her sonogram and Miss Ross woke to her watching her sleep. Then Miss Ross declined her offer to move in. Tessa Ross came to get Miss Ross because she was scared. The mark on her face is from your wife’s hand.”
 
   “She has been under a lot of stress, a court will understand that,” Mr. Lane said quietly.
 
   “Well then” their lawyer said “If we have nothing else to discuss here we will see you in court.” The Lane’s lawyer handed them a summons.
 
   They left, and Jade fell apart and Ryan grabbed her, "It's going to be okay Jade.” He looked at Julie, “What’s our next step?”
 
   “Why don’t you two sit for a few minutes?” Julie said as she looked over the summons. “You need to know regardless of what happened here today this was dated a four days ago, probably after the incident at the Lane’s, more than likely before we even met. So that being said we really need to hope for a good family court Judge. They don’t seem to be the type that is going to let up, but we will give them a run for their money. I promise. Your other option here Jade I have already told you about, don’t use Tommy’s name on the birth certificate. Then this will be a lot easier.”
 
   “I can’t do that; I can’t do that to Tommy or our baby. Imagine when he gets older and he sees his birth certificate and his father is unknown, life without a Dad is going to be hard enough.” Jade wiped her tears.
 
   “It won’t be like that Jade, use my name” Ryan said, and she looked at him and they both looked scared, he swallowed hard, “Use mine.”
 
   She laughed, “I wouldn’t do that to you.”
 
   "It's an option Jade, don't disregard it," Julie said.
 
   They left, and Jade walked outside and got sick. He held her hair back and rubbed her back.
 
   “You’ve got to calm down Jade.”
 
   "That's easy for you to say you don't have someone trying to take your child away from you.”
 
   He opened the door to the SUV; he put her in and walked to the other side.
 
   “Okay lets change the subject: your birthday is tomorrow, you’ll be eighteen, right? What are we going to do to celebrate?” he asked.
 
   “I need to stop and get a toothbrush before I throw up again,” she said disgusted.
 
   He pulled into a drug store and went to get what she wanted.
 
   He came out, and she was crying.
 
   "Jade, don't cry.”
 
   He put the toothpaste on the toothbrush and opened water. She washed out her mouth and went to grab the toothbrush.
 
   “I want to, open up” she looked at him like he was crazy. “Open up Jade” she did, and he brushed her teeth.
 
   She spit, and it splattered on his pants.
 
   “Oh I’m so sorry,” she said and grabbed a napkin and wiped it up.
 
   It was very close to his private area. She smiled and continued. He closed his eyes and let out a deep breath.
 
   “Jade,” he said “I can get it.”
 
   She smiled, “No, I want to.”
 
   Jade laughed, Ryan stepped away, and she laughed harder.
 
   “This is all so crazy. I’m a freaking wack job right now and you’re brushing my teeth,” she laughed more.
 
   He smiled and hugged her.
 
   “You’re going to be alright,” he said, and she kissed him.
 
   He got in the SUV.
 
   “Lunch?”
 
   “I’m not hungry,” she wiped her tears.
 
   “I don’t care,” he touched her belly and TJ danced.
 
   Ryan pulled into the parking lot and parked he hugged Jade.
 
   “Let’s go,” he said softly.
 
   They sat, and Jade looked down the entire time. He reached across the table and grabbed her hand and rubbed his fingers gently across her hand, and they ate in silence.
 
   They sat in the car, and she held his hand to her cheek as he drove.
 
   “Jade, I would love for you to consider what I proposed in Julie’s office.”
 
   “Why would you do that to yourself? Why would you do that for me? I would never expect you to Ryan.”
 
   “Is it not obvious Jade?” 
 
   “No,” she said confused.
 
   He smiled, “You’re not going to make this easy are you?” she looked confused. “I have cared deeply for you for years. Actually I have had an enormous crush on you for two years now” he blushed and looked over at her. “I liked Tommy a lot, he treated you very well. Not that I wanted to like him, but he kind of made it impossible not to” he smiled. “Jade Ross, you’re beautiful, and kind and good, and over the past four months I have fallen in love with you.”
 
   Her eyes widened, “I don’t know what to say, Tommy has only been gone for a few months. I know I have very strong feelings, but I feel like I’m betraying him, it’s so messed up. I’m huge, and pregnant, and about to have a baby. You’re amazing Ryan, I want you to find someone who is not in such a messy situation.”
 
   “Okay,” he continued driving.
 
   “What do you mean, okay?” she gasped. “Sorry, I’m having a hard time trying to control my mouth amongst other things lately, sorry.”
 
   “No, that’s ok. I’m not here to upset or confuse you. If all you want is a friend to rub your belly for now that’s what I will be.”
 
   “I want other things too” she covered her mouth, “Oh sorry.”
 
   He pulled over and parked on the side of the road.
 
   “How strong are your feelings for me Jade?” he asked and leaned forward and held her hand.
 
   “Strong, really strong,” she admitted.
 
   “Have you ever felt this way about anyone besides Tommy?” 
 
   "No.”
 
   "Good to know," he said and sat back.
 
   “Okay why?”
 
   “I can play second to Tommy, he’s gone. I can’t to anyone else.”
 
   "I don't want you to settle for that, Ryan.”
 
   “I’m not settling Jade. I’m going to marry you someday,” he smiled.
 
   “Okay,” she smiled at him.
 
   “So you’ll be eighteen tomorrow, what would you like for your birthday?”
 
   “All that,” she said and pointed at his lap.
 
   “I’m waiting for marriage” he smiled.
 
   “You haven’t?”
 
   “Yes Jade I have, but not with you.”
 
   “Then marry me tomorrow,” she laughed.
 
   "Alright.”
 
   “I’m joking” she giggled.
 
   “I’m not,” he laughed.
 
   He took her home and told her he would see her tomorrow. He called her father and asked for his permission to ask Jade for her hand. He also asked that if she accepted he marry her tomorrow. Jack laughed, and Ryan told him he was not joking.
 
   “If she says yes Ryan, then you have my permission,” Jack laughed.
 
   He called Lucas and asked him to go shopping with him. They went to the jewelers, and Ryan bought a ring.
 
   “You’re serious aren’t you?” Lucas smiled.
 
   “Of course, does it bother you?” 
 
   “No man, I’m actually pretty proud of you,” Lucas admitted.
 
   “Don’t tell Tessa, please… I want it to be a surprise” he blushed. “I do however want you both there if she agrees.”
 
   Ryan said, “You asking me to be your best man Ryan?”
 
   “I guess I am.”
 
   “No bachelor party?” he asked and laughed.
 
   “I don’t think that would go over well, for either of us,” Ryan laughed.
 
   Ryan sent Jade a text
 
   -Lunch tomorrow, I’ll pick you up at eleven…I love you Jade
 
   -Ryan, that sounds excellent, all of it…Jade
 
   ~
 
   He pulled in and picked her up, “Happy Birthday, Jade” he kissed her.
 
   She smiled, “Thank you, Ryan.”
 
   They ate lunch, and he took her for a walk out on the dock. He turned and looked at her.
 
   “Ok Jade, I’ve told you I love you. I really do, and I have for years, just didn’t allow myself to realize how much until lately. I want to take care of you and your child forever.” He knelt down on one knee, “Jade Ross, will you marry me?”
 
   She stood frozen and whispered, “Are you being serious?”
 
   "Oh shit," he grabbed the box out of his pocket.
 
   He opened it and smiled and took a deep breath.
 
   “Yes, very serious.”
 
   "You don't have to Ryan," she started to cry.
 
   “Jade nothing would make me happier, and I promise I will make you happy forever, just say yes” he asked nervously.
 
   “Well I say that sounds beautiful,” she smiled. “Just like you Ryan Brooks. But you better ask him too” she blushed pointing at her belly.
 
   He lifted her shirt and kissed her belly.
 
   “What do you say TJ? Can I marry your Momma?”
 
   He held his hand on her belly and nothing.
 
   “Little man I promise to be the best Daddy in the whole world” he said, he kicked. “Does that mean yes?” he asked looking at Jade’s big beautiful eyes.
 
   “We say yes,” she said and held his head against her belly. “We say yes,” she whispered looking up into heaven.
 
   He stood up and kissed her.
 
   “We’re doing this today Jade, okay?” 
 
   “Are you being serious?” her eyes widened.
 
   “Nothing but. Are you okay with that?”
 
   “I love you," she said “I love you” she laughed and hugged him. “However my Dad may not be alright with it. Have I said I love you yet?” she laughed.
 
   "Don't ever stop," he kissed her. “Oh by the way, your dad already said yes.”
 
   “You asked my dad?” 
 
   “Of course, and I asked him if today was alright, and he said yes, but only if you accepted. Jade are you sure?” he asked.
 
   “About marrying you, my friend?” she smiled and looked at the ring. “Absolutely, but how are we going to do this today?” she laughed.
 
   “Well it won’t be anything fancy, but we can do it. In a year I promise to give you the perfect wedding,” he hugged her.
 
   "I’m working at the fair this weekend," she said out loud. “My cousins wedding is this weekend.”
 
   “Well… that will be one hell of a honeymoon” he laughed. “But I’m good with all that.”
 
   “Are you sure?” 
 
   "About all of it," he said.
 
   “Let’s do it,” she laughed, “All of it.”
 
   He grinned, “Alright then, I can’t wait.”
 
   "Then don't,” she said grabbing his waist.
 
   "Oh no,” he kissed her, “That can wait just a little longer.”
 
   They made phone calls, and it was all set for tonight at five. She wanted to marry him on the dock he were he proposed to her. Just family and a couple close friends.
 
   It was beautiful, small and intimate, Jade glowed. She wore a light yellow long sundress that they had found on the clearance rack at a department store. Tessa’s was a shorter version of hers. Ryan and Lucas wore khakis and yellow shirts. All were bare foot. The youth minister married them. They ate dinner at the restaurant and Lucas handed him a card. Inside was a note that a reservation had been made for them at a nearby Inn. 
 
   Ryan carried her over the threshold and they looked around the room. There were rose petals scattered everywhere, tea light candles glowing, and a bottle of none alcoholic Champagne was chilling.
 
   "This is amazing," she said.
 
   “You’re amazing,” he kissed her.
 
   His hands ran down her and rested on the small of her back. She moaned.
 
   He took her to the bed.
 
   “If you’re tired we can sleep, we don’t have to yet Jade,” he said through steamy eyes.
 
   "I want you Ryan Brooks.”
 
   “I want you Jade Brooks” he smiled and kissed her neck.
 
   She turned around and pulled her long black hair over her shoulder.
 
   “Unzip me please” she asked softly.
 
   He did, and her dress fell to the ground. She was not wearing a bra and her panties were silky white. She turned around and unbuttoned his shirt and gently pushed it back over his shoulders until it fell on the floor. She bent down and unbuttoned his pants, and he wore no underwear.
 
   "Wow" she said as she his perfect length and took him in her mouth.
 
   “Oh my God, Jade” he tried to pull her up, she pushed him into a seated position and smiled up at him. “Jade it has been a long time, please stop it’s not going to take that long.”
 
   She stopped and looked up at him, “I want to, you are so perfect. Please?” 
 
   “I want to be inside you, Jade” he moaned as she continued.
 
   He took her breasts in his hand, and she moaned loudly. She continued, and he tried to pull away.
 
   “Jade I’m going to…” he hissed, and she smiled up at him, “Oh God, Jade,” he yelled and pushed deeper in her mouth, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “I’m not,” she smiled. “Do you know how perfect you are?”
 
   “That was a first for me. I’ve never swallowed,” she laughed.
 
   “Really?” he asked. “Will you do it again?”
 
   “Now?” she asked “If you want me to.”
 
   "I love you Mrs. Brooks," he smiled. “I want that at least twice a week got it?” he asked and laughed.
 
   “Why Mr. Brooks you keep being so perfect and you may get it more,” Jade said. “Now kiss me” he hesitated and smiled. “It’s yours isn’t it?”
 
   “It’s all mine now,” he smiled.
 
   “You better seal that deal with a kiss” she said, and he kissed her.
 
   They kissed for a long time, she pulled away to breathe. “How long between scenes do you need?”
 
   "Ready when you are, Mrs. Brooks.”
 
   "I have been ready since Prom," she laughed.
 
   He flipped her over on her back and started at the top of her head and worked his way down, he took a lot of time with her breasts, and she was amazed at how it made her feel. She felt more responsive than she had with Tommy; she figured it was the pregnancy. He moved to her belly and gave it light kisses. He kissed down one leg and sucked her toes. Oh my, she thought. He kissed her other foot, and each toe met his tongue. He moved up her leg and started nibbling at her inner thigh.
 
   “Ryan, you can’t,” she moaned.
 
   "I can and I will.”
 
   “No, you actually can’t, I think I read something about it because of the baby” she gasped.
 
   “We will call your doctor tomorrow then because I really want to,” he said with urgency in his voice.
 
   “Okay,” she said.
 
   He felt between her legs, and she moaned loudly.
 
   “Perfect,” he said.
 
   His eyes were on fire, and she was breathing deep and heavy, he moved slowly into her.
 
   “Ouch, ouch, ouch” she said, and he pulled out.
 
   “Oh Jade I’m sorry maybe we should wait,” he said.
 
   “Are you kidding me?” she yelled and gasped.
 
   He laughed, “If it hurts you, we can wait.”
 
   “I don’t want to, just go slow Ryan” she said and he pushed slowly into her carefully watching her face, she was holding her breath, she cringed.
 
   He pulled out again.
 
   “If you do that again I’m going to scream, just slow, don’t stop, please,” Jade begged.
 
   He used his fingers and slowly moved in again, she smiled at him.
 
   "Half way there Jade," he said through clenched jaws.
 
   She pulled back slightly and he started to as well.
 
   “Don’t you dare,” she said.
 
   He smiled.
 
   “Okay,” he stimulated her breasts and moved further in.
 
   “Oh God” she yelled and pushed towards him.
 
   He moved slowly in and out as she yelled his name.
 
   “You are beautiful, Jade Brooks.”
 
   “And you are amazing Ryan Brooks” she yelled. She set the pace from there, and she reached orgasm over and over again and finally he joined her.
 
   "Oh my God," she said when she finally could catch her breath. “Please let me know when you’re ready again”.
 
   “Whenever you are” he smiled.
 
   "Good," she pulled him onto her.
 
   “What a gift from above” she laughed when they finished together for the third time.
 
   "We are going to take a break and eat.”
 
   She went to the bathroom and showered. He ordered room service. When she came out he kissed her.
 
   "I love you," he walked in the bathroom and showered.
 
   He came out in boxers and answered the door and tipped the wait staff. She lay in bed, and he uncovered her.
 
   “I want you naked all night,” he said. “You’re so beautiful.”
 
   He fed her strawberries, and she fed herself him. She fell asleep after she had eaten veggies and pasta. He watched her sleep and thanked God for her. He cleaned up and lay next to her; she lay with her leg across him.
 
   



[bookmark: Chapter18]Chapter 18
 
   Tessa left Lucas’s at midnight, they had discussed ideas he had for Ryan. Tessa smiled and loved him even more tonight than ever. He was kind and giving and absolutely amazing. His mother was moving in with the therapist when he went to school. They had planned to get married. He acted much more relaxed. She wore his choice that night and when they were done and showered she snuggled with him until he fell asleep.  He had to work in the morning and gave Ryan a paid day off. He did expect him to stop over sometime to go over some plans.
 
   Her phoned chimed, and it was him
 
   -Plans for the weekend?...LL
 
   -So business like Mr. Links, kind of hot…LT
 
   -Yes you are…LL
 
   -work Thursday 7-3 booster club tent at the big fair from 6-10’ish between those hours I plan to be on you if your schedule allows. Friday work from 7-3 than wedding details, again whenever I can see you I will be showing you how much I miss you, Saturday WEDDING…lots of those this week…noon until five. I would LOVE for you to work with me at the tent from six to ten that night...maybe sneak away for a little loving…Sunday all yours….LT
 
   - I’ll see what I can do about tonight, not looking good though, the rest of the time I’m all yours, I love you…LL
 
   -  come see me please…LT
 
   -Ryan just walked in. He looks exhausted, hmm wonder how things went, lol. Talk to you soon..LL
 
   “Hey Ryan how are you?” Lucas asked smiling.
 
   “Great,” he smiled.
 
   “I wonder if all the Ross girls are the same, I swear Tessa could out last me from day one,” he laughed.
 
   “Yeah I’m pretty sure it’s genetic,” he smiled and laughed.
 
   “Are you happy man?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Absolutely.”
 
   “Cool, I wanted to know what you’re doing about school?” he asked.
 
   “Well I haven’t talked to Jade about it yet, but I was thinking of the first semester taking a few night classes. I saw four that I would have to attend one night a week for three hours, like 7-10. That would keep me full time. And then I have a couple applications to put in for jobs. My problem is going to be from like eight to ten thirty Jade will be at school, and I plan to take care of the baby, I don’t want that crazy bitch to have the opportunity. But I’ll figure it out, we’ll be fine.”
 
   “Okay, so I talked to my father today and he has another job in Ithaca, it starts in two weeks. This one will be done by the middle of next week. Would you consider staying on with us?” he asked.
 
   “Lucas I love this job, I just don’t know how it’ll work,” Ryan said.
 
   “Can you give me a few hours to work on it? You’re good Ryan, smart, fast, focused, and you actually want to learn, none of those other guys give any sort of input or come up with ideas. They are truly just here to collect a paycheck.  We were thinking you’ll be a foreman, its better pay, we will see where it goes from there. Forty dollars an hour to start Ryan. Oh and my mom is moving out of the house in two weeks, the same time I do. So to sweeten the pot it’s yours and Jade’s, just pay utilities and maintain it. I’m going to ask that I be able to keep my room for when I’m on break or come home. I promise to not be a bother, I’ll throw a gag on Tessa when she’s over, she gets a bit loud,” he laughed.
 
   “No shit! Jade is too,” he said and laughed.
 
   “Really?” Lucas said.
 
   “Yeah why?”
 
   “Oh never mind.”
 
   “No, why?”
 
   “Tommy told me everything, and she never finished when she went down, and she was never loud,” he laughed.
 
   “Well marriage must agree with her or pregnancy does, she did both last night,” Ryan laughed.
 
   "Nice," Lucas said.
 
   “Real nice,” he laughed. “Alright, I should talk this over with my wife. Why are you doing this?”
 
   “I told you, you’re good. And your family now Ryan. Tommy was like a brother to me, and in some way you’ve become that too.”
 
   “Thank you, Lucas.”
 
   Ryan went back to Jade’s and told her what had happened. The stuff he planned and the offer Lucas had made. Before she had a chance to respond his phone chimed it was Lucas
 
   -My father wants to know if you would be willing to bring the baby with you when Jade is at school, he says babies sleep a lot and with proper planning you could use that time to do paperwork. Let me know as soon as you can. Oh and a company truck and health insurance, he wants you man! How is Mrs. Brooks taking all this?...Lucas
 
   Ryan showed Jade the text.
 
   “Is that what you want?” 
 
   “If it’s alright with you.”
 
   “Well it’s a pretty sweet deal.”
 
   “Yeah it is,” he smiled.
 
   “Are you ready for all that?” Jade asked.
 
   “I have a wife and a baby on the way, I mean a step child, I’m more than ready. And Jade I can’t wait to be able to take care of you the way you should be taken care of.” Ryan kissed her.
 
   "Well then," she said biting her lip, “You text him back and say yes, I’m going to make my mouth happy.”
 
   -She said yes and well she is a bit busy right now to say anything else, married life rocks. Thank you again Lucas…Ryan
 
   -Sit back and enjoy man….LL
 
   Tessa called Lucas. “I love you, you’re like a super hero.”
 
   “Thanks. I’m busy can I call you back?” he said and then whispered. “I’ll show you super hero later, Love you.”
 
   “Lucas you have never been a quiet whisperer,” Landon laughed, Lucas laughed too, “You’re happy.”
 
   “Yes I am, she’s absolutely amazing, Dad.” 
 
   “Good, school is important Lucas,” he said.
 
   “Well you will be pleased to know she feels that way too. My first semester I have to live on campus, after that we plan to get a place together. I want to work summers to earn enough to get a decent place,” Lucas smiled.
 
   “All planned out, huh?” 
 
   “I think so,” Lucas smiled.
 
   “Good, she’s good for you and I am pretty sure you are good for her. So you got it from here?” he asked.
 
   “Yeah Ryan and I will take care of everything else. He’ll be awesome Dad. Anything he needs I can help him out,” Lucas said.
 
   “I have no doubt he’ll be fine. I was sort of in his position before. I wish I had someone to give me a chance,” Landon said.
 
   ~
 
   Lucas was going to surprise Tessa and head to the fair. He walked in, and she was singing karaoke on stage. He loved seeing her sing, especially when it wasn’t with Ben. When she finished he heard a male scream.
 
   “Come here Tessa Ross,” she grinned and dove off the stage.
 
   Is she fucking high he thought and stormed over, her arms were wrapped around a tall blonde guy who was smiling from ear to ear. She saw Lucas and smiled. He turned and walked away.
 
   “Catch that man,” she jumped on his back and laughed. He ran up to Lucas. “Lucas hold on,” she said laughing.
 
   “Are you fucking high?” 
 
   “Tessa you smoke?” 
 
   “No, and NO,” she laughed.
 
   Lucas walked away; she ran up to him and grabbed him.
 
   “You’re going to feel like an idiot,” she hugged him.
 
   He stiffened up.
 
   “Troy come here you big stud,” Lucas backed away from her. “Troy this is my very hot, extremely annoyed boyfriend Lucas. Lucas, this is my cousin Troy, my Aunt Josie’s son,” Tessa laughed.
 
   “Sorry man-- nice to meet you,” he said and extended his hand.
 
   “You too! Tessa you grew boobies,” Troy laughed.
 
   “Shut up,” she slapped his arm, “Let’s go get dinner and sit and chat.”
 
   “Sorry baby,” Lucas kissed her.
 
   “And you kiss boys?” Troy laughed.
 
   “You think that’s bad? Jade is married,” she laughed.
 
   “What?” Troy gasped.
 
   “You missed it by one day,” she laughed and held his hand.
 
   "I thought I was coming home for Molly's wedding," Troy laughed “When are you tying the knot Lucas?”
 
   “Whenever she is ready,” Lucas smiled.
 
   “Are you all crazy?” he asked “You’re too young for all that shit.”
 
   “Lucas, Troy is a slut, big time, much like you used to be,” Tessa laughed.
 
   “Hi five for the boy whores,” Troy said.
 
   “Ex boy whore,” he laughed and hi fived him.
 
   “Tessa needs to sing more tonight,” Troy patted her back.
 
   “Tessa needs to eat with you and Lucas,” she smiled.
 
   They sat and ate. He told them he was in Ft. Lauderdale now bar tending and having a great time. He and some buddies were renting a house on the beach, their lease was for two years.
 
   “Hey Lucas you are going to college, right?”
 
   “Yes SU,” he smiled.
 
   “Tessa you should come down the week before school starts, it would be great,” Troy smiled.
 
   “I’ll think about it, and get back to you,” she said and smiled.
 
   Troy got up to get a drink.
 
   “So did you think about it?” Lucas asked semi annoyed.
 
   “Yes, and no I’m not going, just need to figure out what excuse to use,” Tessa said and laughed.
 
   “You want to go, Tessa?” 
 
   “Do you want me to?” 
 
   He looked at her, “If you want to.”
 
   “Lucas I’d love to, with you. Maybe spring break?”
 
   “Maybe.”
 
   Tessa looked at him. “Are you mad at me?”
 
   “No, I’m tired.”
 
   She sat on his lap and kissed him, he wasn’t as relaxed as usual. She bit his lip hard, and he opened his eyes. She pulled back.
 
   “Okay I’m not sure what it is I did, but if you’re going to be grumpy,” she said and started to stand up.
 
   He pulled her back down “Sorry Tessa, I really am tired.”
 
   “Okay do you want to leave?”
 
   “Not without you,” he pouted.
 
   “Lucas I’m supposed to be here for a few more hours. A lot of my family is coming in over the next few nights, go home and sleep. I will sneak over early,” she grinned.
 
   “Alright,” he stood up.
 
   “Oh I don’t want you to go,” she stomped. “Compromise, give me an hour, you stay with me, and then I’ll come over and read you a bedtime story,” she grinned.
 
   “Fine.”
 
   “But you have to dance with me,” she said and dragged him over.
 
   He was annoyed.
 
   “Lucas, do I need to …” she whispered in his ear. “Will that make you happy?”
 
   “You could try,” he smirked.
 
   “Hey, there you are,” Troy said.
 
   “We are, but we have to run to the store real quick I’ll be right back,” she kissed him on the cheek and pulled Lucas behind her.
 
   Lucas got in the car and drove down the road, she wasted no time.
 
   “Good God Tessa, slow down,” he moaned.
 
   She didn’t listen. Within a few minutes, it was over.
 
   She smiled at him, “Better?”
 
   “What the hell was that?” Lucas asked.
 
   She looked at him, “Are you being serious?”
 
   “Well what the hell Tessa?”
 
   She was mad. “Take me back now, Lucas!”
 
   He drove and pulled in. She wiped her eyes and jumped out as soon as he parked. She walked fast towards the crowd.
 
   “Tessa-- wait,” he said as he pushed the key chain remote button and locked the doors.
 
   She kept going and flipped him off. He knew he had screwed up. She stomped back to the tent and went behind the counter. She threw on an apron and started taking orders. Lucas stood with his arms crossed over his chest.
 
   Each person’s order she took she would ask them silly questions like, “How fast would you like that?” and “Would you like me to speed that up for you?” or “If the tap on this would go any faster I’m sure it would”. One of her old team mates asked him if he wanted something. His answer was Tessa.
 
   “Oh I will get to him, but by all means I am going to take my time,” she sneered.
 
   He stood there for half an hour while the crowd thinned out.
 
   “Tessa he has been waiting there for a long time, I think he wants you to take his order,” Sue said.
 
   She slowly walked over to him, “What can I get for you Lucas?”
 
   “Can we talk Tessa?” 
 
   “I’m a little busy right now.”
 
   He looked around. “Really?”
 
   “Well everyone around here is slow, most people like fast and proficient service, and you know me I just can’t slow down. So maybe you would prefer one of them!” Tessa snapped.
 
   He reached across the counter and grabbed her face and kissed her, she pulled back.
 
   “Baby I’m sorry.”
 
   “Do you think that will make it better?” she scowled.
 
   “I was kind of hoping it would. Can you please come talk to me?” he smiled softly.
 
   “I will give you a quick minute,” she said sarcastically.
 
   She walked around and crossed her arms and tapped her foot. He took her hand and walked over to the bleachers set up in front of the floating dance floor.
 
   “I missed you today. I wanted to spend time with you Tessa. I was pissed because you wanted it over and done with so you could get back here. It hurt my feelings.”
 
   “So you complain about that?” she said totally disgusted.
 
   “I said I was wrong, baby.”
 
   “Well you will be when you’re trying to do that yourself. You made me feel worthless and disgusting and it hurt me Lucas,” she snapped.
 
   He looked down and peered up at her, his lip in full pout mode, “I was an ass Tessa, I’m very sorry.”
 
   “I accept your apology.”
 
   “No, you don’t” he said, “and I get it.”
 
   “You complained, and you got pissed at how I sucked your dick? Yes, I’m pissed that one’s going be a little hard to get out of my head,” Tessa said and stood up, “Goodnight Lucas.”
 
   He grabbed her arm and gently pulled her back; he wrapped his arms around her waist and kissed her neck.
 
   “Baby I love you, please forgive me,” he kissed her.
 
   He felt her relax a bit. He continued to kiss her neck, and she leaned into him. He turned her around, and kissed her face and then her lips. He slowly entered her mouth, and she moaned. All better he thought. She pulled away and tried to steady her breathing.
 
   “Tessa, I love you.”
 
   “You hurt my feelings today,” she whispered as if she was shocked.
 
   “I know I’m sorry,” he said and kissed her neck gently. “Whatever I need to do to make up for it I will.”
 
   “I need to get back there,” Tessa said feeling her eyes getting hot.
 
   “You won’t come home with me?” he kissed her.
 
   “Lucas for what? So I can lay next to you and feel like a disgusting whore?” she asked.
 
   “Tessa, you know I don’t feel that way,” he kissed her head and got up. “Can I see you tomorrow?”
 
   “I sent you my schedule earlier,” she walked away.
 
   Tessa helped clean up, there weren’t many people there.
 
   Her phone chimed
 
   -I’m home, and very sorry, I love you Tessa…LL
 
   -Glad your home, go to sleep..love Tessa
 
   -will you let me know when you get home?..LL
 
   - heading there soon…LT
 
   She found Troy and gave him a ride, he was loaded and about to hook up with someone Tessa thought he may regret.
 
   She got home an hour later.
 
   -I am home, going to sleep. Goodnight…LT
 
   -I’m still very sorry, and I still miss you very much…LL
 
   She didn’t respond.
 
   ~
 
   Ryan walked in to the trailer the next day. Lucas was looking over paperwork and looked frustrated.
 
   “Good morning Lucas, everything okay?” Ryan asked.
 
   “Just tired, long night,” he said without looking up.
 
   “Nice, me too,” he said and laughed.
 
   Lucas smiled, “Good for you, mine was not nice, I pissed Tessa off, so now I have to figure out how to make it better.”
 
   “You send flowers yet?” Ryan asked.
 
   “Oh yes,” he said.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa arrived, and work and there was a picnic table full of flowers, all yellow roses and white daisies and not just a few but an entire table full and big balloons that said I’m sorry. There was a huge banner that said “I Love You Baby”. She smiled and shook her head.
 
   “He is ridiculous,” she said and laughed out loud.
 
   She walked up to the table; Cassidy was standing there looking at one of the notes on a pick.
 
   “What the hell did he do, kill your dog?” Cassidy laughed.
 
   “No… worse,” she laughed.
 
   His phone chimed, and it was her
 
   -Really Lucas?!?!?!
 
   She attached a picture
 
   -Now when everyone asks me what you did how shall I answer them? I think the truth may be a little uncomfortable for all parties…LT
 
   -Good morning baby, I actually didn’t think about it, that’s a tough one. I don’t know-- tell them I forgot to put the toilet seat down. I am still very sorry…LL
 
   - You’re ridiculous!...LT
 
   She laughed, “Tessa, what did he do?”
 
   “He left the toilet seat up,” she said and laughed.
 
   She called her mother.
 
   “Hey what did you guys decide about flowers?” she asked “Well, I think you should ask Molly how she feels about yellow roses and white daisies. If she likes them get her down to the park now.”
 
   The kids were starting to get dropped off; she took down the banner and folded it up. She let the first few kids play with the balloons. Molly and Maggie pulled in, and Molly thought they were perfect. They loaded them up. Maggie sent Lucas a text.
 
   -The flowers are beautiful. Tessa asked that we use them tomorrow, so thank you…Maggie
 
   -You’re welcome… if you need anything I’ll be done with work at five…Lucas
 
   -Perfect, I'm sure Alex and John will need help setting up, give Alex a call, Thank you Lucas…Maggie
 
   Okay so that didn’t work, Tessa obviously didn’t tell her what had happened, he thought.
 
   About fifteen minutes before lunch a truck pulled in and delivered ten sheet pizzas. Mark or as Lucas called him, Pizza boy walked up to Tessa.
 
   “Your boyfriend had these delivered for you and the kids, he asked me to tell you he was sorry for leaving the seat up?” Tessa laughed and thanked him.
 
   Cassidy looked at her and shook her head.
 
   His phone chimed, and it was her.
 
   -alright enough already, a bit over the top, you could have fed an entire third world country. The kids thank you…LT
 
   She attached a picture of the kids holding up letters that spelled out THANK YOU LUCAS.
 
   -Still very sorry love you and miss you..LL
 
   There was only a few more hours left until Tessa would officially be on summer vacation.
 
   She and Cassidy made plans to hang out after Lucas left for school next weekend. An ice cream truck pulled in. Tessa saw a man get out holding a sign with her name on it. She laughed.
 
   “Lucas asked that we come and has paid for each kid and staff member to receive an ice cream of their choice. He asks that I tell you he is sorry for leaving the seat up,” he whispered.
 
    “It was awful," she said and laughed.
 
   She blew her whistle and the kids came running.
 
   “Alright guys remember Lucas, the one who sent the pizzas? Well he wants each of you to have ice cream!” she shouted.
 
   They all cheered and lined up.
 
   “Okay you guys have to do me a favor” she asked.
 
   His phone chimed it was her
 
   It was a video. He heard her say, “One, Two, Three” and all the kids yelled. “THANK YOU FOR LEAVING THE SEAT UP, WE ALL FORGIVE YOU!”
 
   He laughed and immediately felt relief.
 
   -Please tell them they’re all very welcome, and I promise to never ever do it again…LL
 
   ~
 
   Tessa pulled into the park with Molly and Maggie. They began to unload coolers. Alex, Cory, John, and Lucas walked out and grabbed them. Phoebe rolled in with the Jeep packed full of all the paper products and linens.
 
   Lucas avoided eye contact with Tessa. He looked like a nervous little boy. He had on cargo shorts and a button up plaid shirt. His white hat pulled down low hiding his eyes. He had on flip flops. Tessa loved his perfect feet. He looked so uncomfortable she couldn’t stand it. She walked up to him and purposely bumped his arm with her shoulder.
 
   “Hi Lucas,” she said.
 
   “Tessa,” he said quietly.
 
   “How was your day?” she asked.
 
   “It sucked,” he said exasperated.
 
   “REALLY?!” she said and walked away.
 
   What an ass, she thought to herself. She stomped towards the Jeep, and he ran after her.
 
   “What did I do now Tessa,” he asked quietly when he got next to her shoving his hands in his pockets.
 
   “It sucked,” she said. “I’m not slow, I catch on fast, you made me feel like shit last night, you do all sorts of over the top sweet things all day long and then you say that.”
 
   He closed his eyes and hung his head as he shook it back and forth, “That’s not what I meant Tessa,” he said in a defeated tone. “I’m sorry.”
 
   “Hey Tessa you two want to run up and grab the rest of the stuff? I think one trip will get what we need tonight,” Maggie said as she walked by, “Oh and the flowers, you might need to make two trips.”
 
   “I can get it,” Tessa said opening the door.
 
   “If you take Lucas’ vehicle you may be able to make it in one trip Tessa, waste not want not,” Maggie smiled.
 
   She let out a frustrated breath. “Fine!”
 
   He opened the door for her.
 
   “I’m not incapable,” she snapped at him.
 
   She turned up the radio, Godsmack’s Whatever came on. She laughed and turned it up. She turned it up louder and laughed again. He looked at her out of the corner of his eye.
 
   He pulled in and turned off the SUV.
 
   “Nice song Tessa.”
 
   “WHATEVER!” she laughed.
 
   She jumped out and popped her head phones in and walked into the house and pet Chewy and grabbed one of the boxes off the table.
 
   “There’s more in there,” she said loudly to Lucas.
 
   She came in the house singing the song softly. He passed her and closed his eyes.
 
   She walked back in and was too busy dancing to notice he was still in the house and bumped into him. She gasped. He pulled her ear piece out.
 
   “I’m sorry Tessa,” his nose flared and jaw tightened, and he kissed her with urgency and need.
 
   She kissed him back. She dug into his back, as he lifted her up and carried her to the deck. She took his shirt off and saw the superman tee underneath it and smiled. She undid his pants and started to go down and stopped. She closed her eyes and stood up. He knew she would be a pain in the ass about that for awhile. He laid her on the chaise and undressed her. Kissing and touching her everywhere as he removed clothing. She kept her eyes closed, and he kissed down her body. Her back arched as he devoured her, when she relaxed he slowly entered her, and she began to moan loudly. He went faster and harder. She cried out.
 
   “Baby… I love you!” he said as he came violently.
 
   She laid there trying to catch her breath and her eyes were closed.
 
   “Tess if you don’t say it back I’m going to fucking lose it,” his mouth crashed over hers and he growled into her mouth, “Please tell me you don’t hate me,” he said kissing and nipping at her neck.
 
   “Lucas you ass, I love you, but what are you thinking? Pissed doesn’t mean I don’t love you,” she pushed his off grabbing her clothes.
 
   “Well how am I supposed to know that Tessa?!” he asked throwing his clothes on.
 
   “You just are, you don’t stop loving someone because you’re angry because they acted like a fuck head one time in five months,” she threw her clothes on.
 
   “Well Tessa, all this love stuff is pretty new to me. I may suck at the relationship thing, but I love you and I won’t stop saying it!” he yelled buttoning his shorts.
 
   “Well we have something in common because I apparently suck at sucking,” she yelled and walked away.
 
   He started laughing. She looked at him like he was crazy and went in the bathroom and cleaned herself up.
 
   He stood outside, “Baby we are fighting after sex now?” 
 
   “Yes… apparently we do,” she scoffed.
 
   “I leave for school in two fucking weeks, it’s not far away, but it still fucks with me knowing I’m not going to be able to be with you every day. I love the way you touch me, the way your lips touch mine and when you’re sucking my cock, it’s fucking amazing! And frankly I’m pretty shocked about last night, five minutes, kind of fucking shocking. I saw you hanging on another guy, and yes I was annoyed. And then felt stupid when I found out he was your cousin,” he said looking down. “I love you I don’t want to fight, I want to see you laugh and smile and look at me like you love me and desire me, that’s all I got Tessa, I’m sorry.”
 
   “Well that’s all I need,” she said as tears formed in her eyes. “I’m going to miss you just as much. I’m a bit touchy too, you’re going to college, and Sadi is going to be there, and I don’t know, what if you meet someone else? What if you get drunk and touch someone else that way that I love for you to touch me? What if you fall in love with someone else?” she covered her face and he hugged her.
 
   “That’s not going to happen Tessa, not ever,” he kissed her.
 
   Tessa was enjoying being held by Lucas, she needed this, wanted this.
 
   Her phone chimed bringing her back to reality Lucas kissed her and walked into the bathroom.
 
   -Hey Tessa do you need any help?...Jade
 
   -I think we have it covered, but if you want to come down you can…Tessa
 
   -actually I would love to enjoy my husband some more…Jade
 
   -then you do that, have fun…Tessa
 
   -oh I am…Jade
 
   Tessa laughed.
 
   “What’s so funny?” Lucas walked out of the bathroom.
 
   “Jade. I think she has been very busy.”
 
   “I’m pretty sure of it, Ryan looks happy but tapped,” he laughed.
 
   They got in the car.
 
   “Baby you think you can do that again? Before we get to the park?” he asked.
 
   She looked at him, “Nope.”
 
   “Okay then,” he said. “That’s not going to happen again is it?” he asked looking disappointed.
 
   She smiled, “As if I could stop myself from wanting you every second I see you,” she smiled. “Your feet even turn me on,” she smiled and went down.
 
   They pulled into the park just as she sat up.
 
   “Nice Tessa,” he fixed himself as she got out.
 
   He popped the hatch and jumped out. “My feet?”
 
   “Yes, they’re sexy,” she smiled.
 
   He laughed, “No Tessa, sexy is what I see in front of me, with a dash of hot, quite a dash.”
 
   Troy came running out and swung her around.
 
   “Tessa your shirts on inside out,” he whispered.
 
   She ran into the bathroom. He laughed and looked at Lucas who was giving him an odd look.
 
   “Her shirt was on inside out,” he laughed.
 
   Lucas turned red, “Sorry man.”
 
   “Just don’t hurt her, and it’ll be all good,” Troy patted him on the back.
 
   “I won’t,” Lucas said.
 
   Everyone left, and Tessa stood outside with Lucas and waved.
 
   “Will you come stay with me?” 
 
   “I have a lot to do here.”
 
   “Oh, I thought it looked great.”
 
   "It does but it's going to look amazing," she smiled. “You don’t have to stay I know you're probably tired Superman.”
 
   “You noticed,” he said looking at his shirt.
 
   “Of course,” she kissed him, “Go home.”
 
   “I would like to stay and help, if you’re alright with that.”
 
   “Promise you won’t distract me?” she laughed.
 
   “I’ll do my worst,” he winked.
 
   Tessa grabbed a few totes from the back of the Jeep. They brought them in and opened them. There were yards and yards of white silky material. They covered all the walls and the ceiling. She added coverings over the chairs. Everything was white and looked soft and very romantic. She grabbed the yellow ribbon and tied bows around the centerpieces and took thicker yellow material out and tied it around the chairs and made perfect bows. The room looked like it was out of a magazine. She stood back and smiled.
 
   “Tessa you did it Baby-- it looks amazing,” he said taking down the ladder. “How did you come up with this?”
 
   “I probably saw it in a magazine, but the inspiration was the flowers,” she smiled. “Thank you for everything today, it was sweet. Completely over the top and unnecessary, I would never have stayed angry at you Lucas. But it made for a fun day. I love you,” Tessa kissed him.
 
   He held her face and kissed her gently. “I love you baby.”
 
   Tessa loved when he called her baby, it was a complete turn on. She knew when he called her that it was going to lead to something that made her scream his name.
 
   “Can we go for a walk?” Tessa said pointing to the stone bridge that passed over the water.
 
   Lucas smiled and took her hand. They walked up, and she sat on the stone wall and watched the water rush down from the falls behind the trees.
 
   “I think they should say their vows here, it’s beautiful.”
 
   Lucas watched as she took in the scene, he wanted to make love to her right here but was a little apprehensive. He didn’t want to make her angry again. She turned and looked at him; his eyes were heavy and his stare very recognizable.
 
   She smiled, “Here Lucas?” he shook his head yes. “I was thinking the same thing.”
 
   When they finished, they walked back to the pavilion arm in arm.
 
   “Will you stay with me tomorrow?”
 
   “Yes,” her face hardened a bit and she looked down and scowled.
 
   “What’s going on Tessa?” he asked.
 
   “Two weeks and that won’t be an option,” she said quietly.
 
   “We’ll figure it out,” he hugged her, “Promise me Tessa because right now I could say screw it all and be totally happy staying here forever.”
 
   That sounded perfect to her, but knew someday they would probably feel like her mother, like she didn’t do all that she could and should have.
 
   “I promise Lucas.”
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   The Ross’ arrived at the pavilion, and Lucas was standing outside in a suit and tie. Tessa smiled and got out of the car. She stopped to take him in and then took a picture, he laughed and she ran up and kissed him.
 
   “You look amazing,” he kissed her again.
 
   “And you Lucas,” Tessa said looking him over, “Smokin’ hot.”
 
   Maggie came out and cleared her throat.
 
   “Tessa did you do that?” she asked.
 
   “We did,” she said. “Do you like it?”
 
   “It is beautiful; Molly is going to be so impressed. Thank you both,” she hugged them and walked away.
 
   “Thank my lucky stars she hugged me from the side,” Lucas said smiling at Tessa.
 
   She looked confused. He grabbed her and pulled her close.
 
   “Oh, yeah good thing. Dead puppies Lucas,” she grinned and grabbed his hand and walked in.
 
   They all sat, and Molly walked in with John. She never wore make up or anything revealing and she had never looked more beautiful. Cory stared at her; it was like he was seeing her for the first time.
 
   “Do you want to know what he’s thinking?” Lucas whispered.
 
   Tessa laughed and shook her head no.
 
   The ceremony was perfect; short and sweet-- both of their faces were red after they kissed. Cory could not keep his eyes off of her the entire time. Ryan and Jade couldn’t keep their hands off each other. As they all danced, Ryan looked at Lucas.
 
   “Cory has no idea what he’s in store for,” Ryan laughed.
 
   Lucas smiled, “I think he’ll figure it out tonight.”
 
   “What is that supposed to mean?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Nothing baby,” he kissed her head.
 
   ~
 
   Molly and Cory left and headed up north for the week. They were going to Old Forge to a cabin on one of the lakes. Lucas had given them a cabin for the week as a wedding gift. He’d be done with his job on Wednesday, and Ryan had a week between jobs to read and learn some computer programs. The four of them were going to go up and share a cabin for three nights. Lucas was going to help Ryan. Jade and Tessa planned to lounge. Alex and Phoebe both had to work but thought they would be able to bring Kendall and Jake up on Friday night. It was supposed to rain all weekend at home so there wouldn’t be much to do on the farm. Maggie was working, and John was going to do some maintenance on the equipment.
 
   Lucas and Ryan worked long hours for the remaining three days. Jade and Tessa kept busy discussing in great detail how much Jade enjoyed Ryan. The girls all went and got there Mani Pedi’s and Tessa got waxed. Then they went out to lunch. They shopped for supplies for their trip and made food to bring.
 
   Jade and Tessa met the guys at the job site the last day. Lucas was handing out envelopes containing bonuses for finishing the job ahead of schedule and without incident. Lucas thanked them for their work and introduced Ryan as his replacement for those staying on.
 
   Jade smiled, she was so proud of him. Ryan was amazing, the way he took care of her, filled every need and put her before himself: she loved him. Jade never would have thought six months ago she could ever be happy again. She vowed to herself that she would never go a day without letting him know how much he meant to her.
 
   He walked over to her and bent down to kiss her and then kissed her belly. Tessa thought that was one of the most beautiful things she had ever witnessed. She was so happy for Jade and Ryan. Lucas came up behind her and wrapped his arms around her and kissed her neck.
 
   “Hey baby,” he said and she smiled.
 
   They waved goodbye to Jade and Ryan.
 
   “You rode with Jade?”
 
   “Yes, I wanted to ride home with you,” she looked around. “When does the trailer leave?” she asked smiling.
 
   He grinned and took her hand, and they went inside. “This your desk, Mr. Links?”
 
   He locked the door.
 
   “Yes Miss Ross-- it is,” he smiled.
 
   She lifted her sundress above her head, and he clenched his jaw. She took her bra off and turned around and slowly took off her panties. She turned around and smiled and narrowed her eyes.
 
   “Miss Ross when did you do that?” he asked swallowing hard.
 
   “Two days ago Mr. Links, do you approve?” 
 
   “Uh Huh,” Lucas said.
 
   She sat on his desk, and he pulled his shirt off over his head as he walked over to her and dropped to his knees.
 
   They walked out an hour later both exhausted and smiling. He opened the door for her and kissed her head.
 
   “I love you baby.”
 
   “I love you Mr. Links,” she said and laughed.
 
   On Thursday morning, Lucas picked up Tessa and loaded up the coolers and bags.
 
   “I can’t wait to have you for four days,” he kissed her.
 
   “I can’t wait to be had,” she smiled.
 
   They picked up Ryan and Jade. Tessa hopped in the back and let Ryan sit up front. He was too tall to sit in the back. She reached up and rubbed Lucas’s head, and he sat back.
 
   “I’m not trying to be rude,” Jade said, “but should we drive separately?”  Ryan and Lucas both laughed “What’s so funny?”
 
   “Nothing Jade, I think we should all ride together, it’ll be fun,” Ryan said.
 
   “Then you need to sit back here,” she pouted.
 
   “You don’t like me,” Tessa said and rubbed her belly.
 
   “Not as much as I like him,” she looked down.
 
   “Can I sit up here for an hour, Jade?” Ryan smiled back at her.
 
   “I guess.”
 
   “Didn’t you take care of her before we got there?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Did you take care of Tessa?” Jade asked.
 
   “Okay,” Tessa said.
 
   The guys laughed.
 
   “What’s so funny?” she asked.
 
   “The Ross girl’s rock,” Lucas said, and they both laughed.
 
   “We do,” Tessa said, and hi fived Jade. “You’re two lucky boys.”
 
   “We certainly are,” Ryan said and reclined his seat back so that he could hold Jade’s hand.
 
   They set up camp and Jade, and Ryan took frequent walks in the woods.  When they were gone, Tessa and Lucas took full advantage of the time alone. Tessa walked out of the cabin and wrapped herself in a blanket; she sat next to the dying fire and looked at the sky. She couldn’t shake the emptiness she was starting to feel already. Tessa knew that Monday Lucas started practice and that the next week he would be living in Syracuse. She loved him but in the pit of her stomach she felt that he wouldn’t be satisfied with just seeing her a few times a week. He was going to be so busy with school and ball. He would be traveling for games and studying for tests. He would be meeting new people, and Sadi was going to be there to. She couldn’t even imagine the dreadful things she would do to try and break them apart. She felt tears and let them go. She was alone and wouldn’t have to put her thoughts into words for anyone.
 
   “Hey what are you doing out here?” Lucas asked sitting behind her and wrapping himself around her. “You’re not worried about the bear around here?”
 
   She reached her hand behind her and ran her hands through his hair, “Just enjoying the beautiful night,” she said leaning back.
 
   He turned her face and kissed it, “You’ve been crying Tessa, why?”
 
   “Oh I was just thinking about how much I was going to miss you,” she laughed.
 
   “Tessa we’ll be fine, right?” he asked.
 
   “Yes Lucas, I’m just going to miss you.”
 
   “Don’t miss me yet, baby,” he whispered and kissed her neck and caressed her body; “I love you.”
 
   They made love in front of the smoldering fire under the canopy of pine trees. The stars twinkled down through the clouds sparingly. She started to fall asleep and he kissed her. They walked inside together. She used the bathroom and they fell asleep fully satisfied, wrapped in each other embrace.
 
   The next day they spent relaxing by the lake.
 
   “Lucas I think we should get tattoos of each other’s names on our backs,” kissed his chest and then pulled his chin down and kissed his beautiful full lips.
 
   “Oh you do?” 
 
   “Yep, they do tattoos at the water park, you up for that?” 
 
   “Um okay,” he said.
 
   “You go first?” 
 
   He looked at her confused, “If that’s what you want.”
 
   “More than anything,” she hugged him. “Not small either, like I want it across our whole back. I’m so happy we’re going to do this together!”
 
   While cleaning up from lunch Tessa was carefully rinsing off the tin foil.
 
   “What are you washing that for?” Lucas laughed.
 
   “She is having an Aunt Ann moment,” Molly giggled and patted Tessa’s back.
 
   “Did you guys know she was married before Uncle Fred?” Tessa asked.
 
   “NO!” Molly laughed.
 
   “She was, and she was pregnant. Her first husband died in World War II. She miscarried and didn’t know until it was too late. She could never have babies after that,” Tessa said gazing into the water.
 
   “You’re talking about your eccentric aunt?” Jade giggled.
 
   Tessa smiled, “Yes, I adored her. Well her Joe was her first love, he drove her crazy, and they were very passionate. There was a man working on the camp next door while I was there and she said he reminded her of him. She was crushing on him big time.”
 
   “Was he cute?” Jade asked.
 
   “I have no idea; she made me take a plate of food to him the first night. He was working inside and sawing, so I put the food inside the door. I never saw him,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “So Ann had a crush?” Molly laughed.
 
   “She certainly did. The second night…the last night…she took him a plate again. He hugged her and kissed the top of her head. I saw it through the window. It was so sweet. When she came back she was glowing,” Tessa said smiling as she wiped tears away.
 
   “You never met him?” Jade asked.
 
   “I sort of did, when the paramedics came the next morning… well I was holding her and didn’t want them to take her. He followed them in and pulled me off of her and held onto me while I cried. He was a good man, he called Pastor Lou. I was in the shower when Pastor Lou got there, and he left. I’m happy he showed her so much kindness before she died,” Tessa wiped more tears away, “He was her Joe.”
 
   “What about Uncle Fred?” Molly asked.
 
   “Well he courted her for three years before she finally accepted his proposal. He was the love of her life. Her partner, her friend, her forever,” Tessa answered.
 
   Lucas held her and kissed her head, “You okay?”
 
   “I am, these are happy tears. We need to reuse this tin foil,” Tessa said as she placed it in the basket with the paper plates, “She wouldn’t be happy that we are using paper plates either.”
 
   Molly laughed, “I’m glad you were there, Tessa.”
 
   “Me too,” Tessa smiled.
 
   ~
 
   The six of them walked from the camp ground to the park. The girls walked together, laughing and talking about when they were younger, and their whole family used to come here together. The guys walked behind them, Ryan asked Cory how things were, and laughed. Cory smiled and shook his head, “Better than I ever could have ever expected.”
 
   “So Lucas, Molly tells me that you’re getting tattoos today,” Cory laughed.
 
   “I guess we are,” he looked down.
 
   They walked through the gate, and Tessa and Lucas watched as the others rode the colorful chairlifts that followed the main path high above the crowd. He was nervous, and Tessa was very excited.
 
   “You ready Lucas Links?” she asked.
 
   He smiled and shook his head yes.
 
   She took his hand, and they changed into their suits. She wore black boy short bottoms and a matching top. His white shorts looked great with his golden skin and hung perfectly on his hips. He immediately noticed guys checking her out. She immediately noticed how perfect he was, from head to perfect toes.
 
   “You ready?”
 
   “Yes,” he said glaring at the males checking her out.
 
   “Then what’s wrong?” 
 
   “The pigs checking you out.”
 
   “Let them look, I’m yours Lucas,” she said and put her arm around his waist and tucked her thumb just inside his waistband. “I am going to have LUCAS’ tattooed instead, okay?” she laughed.
 
   He shook his head and smiled shyly.
 
   They walked up to the booth, and she smiled. He read the sign, Airbrushed Tattoos.
 
   “This okay?” she asked and laughed.
 
   “Yes Tessa, you really had me going,” he said looking relieved.
 
   “I can’t believe you were going to.”
 
   “Neither can I,” he kissed her.
 
   He got her name across his lower back just above his waistband, she tried to talk him into pink, but he insisted on black. She did the same color and had LUCAS’ tattooed across hers. He was uncomfortable watching her bend over the chair and having the guy stencil and paint her.
 
   “Could you get that across your forehead too?” he asked as his eyebrow rose.
 
   “Lucas, it’s already on my heart,” she batted her eyelashes and laughed.
 
   He kissed her, and they boarded the Alpine lift. She had her hands on him as soon as they were away from the boarding platform.
 
   “Tessa, you’re very naughty.”
 
   “This would be fun in the dark, you know what, there is a playground at the camp, I want to sit on your lap and swing tonight,” she bit her lip.
 
   “Sounds like fun, baby,” he said trying to control his breathing. “Baby you got to stop, I need time to calm down.”
 
   “Fine.”
 
   He laughed. And she leaned her head on his shoulder. He kissed her head.
 
   They spent the rest of the day at the pool and on water slides. Tessa and Lucas lay on their stomachs to tan their backs. Jade and Ryan left early to head back, she said she was tired, but Tessa knew otherwise. Molly and Cory went ahead of them. They lounged holding each other and talking until the park closed.
 
   “I had such a great time today Lucas, thank you,” she kissed his cheek on their walk back to camp.
 
   It was so nice being in public with him, there was nothing sexual going on after the chair lift and the very playful Lucas was so much fun.
 
   “Me too, baby,” he smiled.
 
   She grinned, baby huh? Too many people around and she would hate to get poison ivy on her butt. Well her knees would be fine she thought as she pulled him into the woods.
 
   ~
 
   Alex, Phoebe, Kendall and Jake were there when they walked up to the cabin. Phoebe hugged Tessa, and she cringed.
 
   “Oh boy Tessa-- you got burnt today,” she said.
 
   “I guess I did,” Tessa said.
 
   “We used sunscreen,” Lucas said as he looked her over. “Sorry, I thought I did a good job putting it on.”
 
   "Tessa that's going to hurt," Jake’s face scrunched up.
 
   “I’ll be fine. Did you guys bring bikes?” Tessa asked, and they shook their heads yes. “Well let’s ride down to the little store and get some Aloe, that’ll help.”
 
   They rode their bikes and Lucas and Tessa walked behind them. The store was full of temptations for the kids. Tessa had no problem saying no. Lucas went back in and bought half of the things they had asked for. Tessa shook her head when he came out with two bags full of stuff.
 
   “You are so bad.”
 
   Phoebe, Jade, and Molly were setting up for dinner when they got back. Alex and Ryan played catch with the kids. Lucas took Tessa in the camp to help apply the Aloe. She pulled her hair up in a bun and started rubbing her shoulders and arms. Lucas locked the door to the bedroom and carefully took her clothes off her.
 
   “Lay down, I’ll take care of you.” She did, and he applied the lotion to her back, he put some on her butt.
 
   “Lucas that was covered” she laughed.
 
   “Leave me alone baby,” he laughed.
 
   He continued rubbing her butt and the back of her legs and up her thighs.
 
   “Roll over please” he said, his voice deep.
 
   “It needs to dry Lucas.”
 
   He started lightly blowing on her to dry it, it felt good.
 
   “Lucas” she whispered.
 
   "Shhh," he said and continued.
 
   She laid there and enjoyed until she was dry.
 
   She rolled over, and he squirted it on her belly and slowly rubbed it in. She closed her eyes and tried to relax. He moved up and applied more. Her eyes opened as he moved lower.
 
   “Lucas, please” she whispered.
 
   "It has to dry," he continued up her inner thigh.
 
   He began to blow on her again. She couldn’t stand it.
 
   "You have to stop," she whimpered.
 
   He continued and shook his head no, keeping his eyes on her body. She saw his jaw tighten, and he went down. She buried her head in a pillow as she came. She sat up and pushed him beside her and straddled him. It was very hard to be quiet, but they managed.
 
   He grabbed one of his tee shirts and helped her put it on. He knelt down and kissed her belly and held out her shorts for her to step into.
 
   "Love you, baby," he whispered.
 
   She applied Aloe to his golden back and chest. They walked out, and everyone was eating. They sat down and ate with them. They talked about their plans for the next day. The kids were excited to go to the water park the next day.
 
   They arrived home on Sunday afternoon. Lucas helped them carry their stuff inside and put things away.
 
   “I’m going to take off,” he kissed her; “I’ll see you tomorrow at about two?”
 
   “I want to go with you and help you get ready for the week.” 
 
   “You should probably stay home; all I’m going to do is laundry. Oh and go for a run a little later, I haven’t done that in awhile. I’m probably going to regret that tomorrow” he laughed.
 
   “Okay” she said softly, “Text when you get home?”
 
   “Of course” he smiled. “See you tomorrow, I love you”
 
   Her phone chimed, and it was him
 
   -Home…LL
 
   -Sore…LT
 
   -Sorry baby…LL
 
   -Not all of it is your fault, lol…LT
 
   -I hope not…LL
 
   -call me later?....LT
 
   -of course…LL
 
   -I love you…LT
 
   -I love you too baby. I love us…LL
 
   -So sweet, I love us too…LT
 
   The week was busy; Lucas was in Syracuse from nine until two every day and should probably be staying with his team, but wanted to be home. Tessa was helping coach Kendall’s field hockey team and helping Lucas’s mother move. Jade and Ryan would be moving in the house in two weeks.
 
   -LUCAS!! I miss you!...LT
 
   -At lunch missing you too, what’s your plan for the weekend? There is a party up here Saturday night a bunch of my team is getting together, will you come with me?...LL
 
   -After practice I’m heading up there to take Kendall and Jake school shopping, can you meet us? If you don’t want to… I get it. Of course I’ll go with you tomorrow….LT
 
   -I’ll meet you at two thirty, when will you be up?...LL
 
   -We are leaving in about thirty minutes…LT
 
   -Drive safe baby, I love you…LL
 
   -I love you s’mores…LT
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   Kendall would be going into tenth grade and had grown a lot over the summer. She wanted a different style than last year. She was beautiful, tall and thin. Her hair was long and curly like Tessa’s.
 
   They went into the trendy stores and quickly spent the money her parents had given them. Jake wanted to wait for Lucas, he thought he may know a little more about guy clothes, Tessa agreed.
 
   -Where are you?..LL
 
   -third floor take the elevator we will meet you there…LT
 
   He got off the elevator; he had just showered and smelled amazing. She hugged him, and he kissed her.
 
   “You sure about this?” 
 
   "Yeah it'll be fun," Lucas said.
 
   “I don’t know… Jake wants you to help him pick out stud clothes” she laughed. “I want to take Kendall to get some new underclothes. Lucas… she has boobies now,” she whispered.
 
   He laughed, “Alright you go ahead I got Jake.”
 
   They met back an hour later. Jake had five bags including one from the shoe store. Kendall hid her pink bag inside another bag, she was embarrassed. Tessa winked at Lucas, and he laughed.
 
   "Lucas bought me the sneakers mom said I couldn't waste money on," Jake announced.
 
   "That was very nice of him," she scowled at Lucas.
 
   “Tessa bought me some things Mom told me I couldn’t get to,” Kendall said and Tessa’s face turned red.
 
   “Secret Kendall?”
 
   Lucas laughed and scowled. Tessa hugged him.
 
   “Have you gotten your school clothes yet Tessa?”
 
   “Not yet. I figured after I help you unpack Sunday I would come over, retail therapy will help distract me,” she smiled.
 
   “Kendall and Jake, I think we should help her pick out some clothes, what you think?” he asked.
 
   They went into a couple stores, and anything she tried on that touched her body he said no. He handed her clothes a size bigger than she wore. She came out, and he gave her the thumbs up, and Kendall and Jake laughed.
 
   "Good. I think this is perfect to wear to your games," she said.
 
   “No, I’ll pick you up some game day clothes, I hope you like orange” he smiled.
 
   They left, and she had a few pairs of jeans and some long sleeved tees. She thought they would be perfect for game days in the chilly fall upstate New York weather.
 
   "You do know I’ll be coming back,” she said to Lucas.
 
   They all laughed. They stopped, and he grabbed some stuff for him. Mostly athletic clothes. They planned to hang out at the Ross’s that night after they moved the rest of Lucas’s mom’s things.
 
   ~
 
   They looked at the empty house, and Lucas smiled.
 
   "Weird to have her stuff gone.”
 
   "Lucas she’s just twenty minutes away," Tessa said and smiled at him.
 
   "I know, and she has been doing really well.”
 
   "It's time for you to worry about what Lucas needs," she smiled.
 
   “I need one thing Tessa, you” he hugged her.
 
   "Food and water too," she said laughing.
 
   “Do you know it has been a year Tessa, a year ago I saw you and knew I needed you? I just didn’t know how badly,” he said softly.
 
   "The white hat boys," she giggled.
 
   “The scowling farm girl who had no idea how hot she was or how she could change this naughty boy,” he kissed her. “It has been a crazy year Tessa; I wouldn’t have made it without you, thank you.”
 
   “Lucas thank you. I’m so glad that even though I never would have imagined life could be so perfect even through chaos it’s been, I love you more than I ever imagined possible,” she kissed him.
 
   He picked her up and carried her upstairs.
 
   ~
 
   Saturday morning she woke to a situation and was very annoyed. Well at least last night was perfect; his entire house had been used before she returned home.
 
   Her phone chimed, and it was him
 
   -Good morning baby, there is a bag in the back of your Jeep. Grab it there’s an outfit and swim suit for today, text me back and tell me what you think?....LL
 
   There wasn’t a bag, there were three. Two were full of SU apparel, and a note, GAME DAY. Another contained some of the clothes she had tried on the day before and he had nixed attached was another note I TRUST YOU, NOT THE BOYS.  The other was obviously for today. A hot pink swim outfit, boy shorts and a halter top with a wrap skirt. A pair of khaki lose fitting wide legged pants and a black tight tank top and a cropped denim jacket.
 
   -Lucas thank you. I am not sure about the swim attire, I have a SITUATION. Which sucks!...LT
 
   -I will pick you up in an hour, the situation is unfortunate bring the suit anyway. The fact that it SUCKS will make it much easier to deal with, lol…LL
 
   She laughed and showered
 
   -how would you like my hair?...LT
 
   -wrapped around my hands…LL
 
   -I figured since you're now my personal stylist I should ask…LT
 
   - DOWN, and wild…LL
 
   She laughed as she dried her hair and put on makeup.
 
   He pulled in and she ran out. He smiled.
 
   "I do good work," he hugged her.
 
   “Maybe you’ve missed your calling,” she giggled and kissed him.
 
   ~
 
   They pulled into the driveway and got out. It was loud, and she was nervous.
 
   “You alright?” he asked.
 
   “Are you?” she held his hand tighter.
 
   They walked through the gate to the pool. There was a ton of people. Jose walked up to them.
 
   “Hey man you made it” he said and grabbed Lucas’s shoulder, “Who is this?” he said and looked her up and down.
 
   “Jose this is Tessa, Tessa this is Jose.”
 
   “Oh yes, the monkey on your back” he laughed referring to the tattoo.
 
   "He’s on mine to Jose," she laughed.
 
   She turned around and lifted her shirt a bit showing him.
 
   He looked at Lucas and mouthed nice man.
 
   Lucas smiled “I know.”
 
   Tessa noticed all the girls and immediately became insecure.
 
   “I need to use the bathroom” she whispered to him.
 
   He took her hand, and they went to find it. He waited outside the door for her.
 
   “You okay, Tessa?” he asked when she came out.
 
   "Yes I am fine.”
 
   They walked outside and stood and listened to a bunch of them talk football. She listened and smiled politely. Lucas wasn’t a starter, the senior Miles was. He was pretty nice. He smiled at Lucas and Tessa often. Tessa knew Lucas should be rubbing elbows with the guys and went to grab a drink. She waited in line to get to the cooler. She heard a group of girls talking about the new hottie quarterback, and she looked down.
 
   “Hey you’re new, what’s your name?” one of them said.
 
   "Hi I am Tessa," she said and smiled, “hottie new quarterback girlfriend.”
 
   “So you’ll be around a lot then,” the brunette smiled.
 
   “Yes, I plan to be.” 
 
   “Well then we should all get to know each other, we are each here with our boyfriends” she smiled. “We hope you’re not upset about the hottie new boyfriend thing, we didn’t mean anything by it.” she said “I’m Jenny our hotty old quarterbacks girlfriend.”
 
    “Thank you for the explanation," Tessa said.
 
   "Did you get lost, baby?" Lucas wrapped his arms around her waist and kissing her head.
 
   “No-- sorry Lucas, I just met a few people.” she smiled. “Lucas this is Jenny, Miles’ girlfriend, Jenny this is Lucas, hotty new quarterback.”
 
   Lucas looked confused, Tessa and Jenny laughed.
 
   “Things are good here?” Lucas whispered in her ear.
 
   Tessa turned around and kissed him, “I think so.”
 
   He held his forehead to hers, “You sure baby?”
 
   She smiled, “Go have fun, I’ll be fine.”
 
   He stared at her mouth and traced his finger on her lips. "We can leave.”
 
   “I can do that later” she smiled.
 
   “Do what?” he said and grinned.
 
   "You never mind," she pushed him back.
 
   Music started, and Jenny dragged Tessa with her and the girls. They danced and laughed. Tessa liked Jenny, they had fun together. Jenny was from a small town in Ohio and was at SU on a full scholarship. She and Miles both grew up together.
 
   “Can he dance?” Tessa asked.
 
   “What? Miles? I don’t know?” she laughed.
 
   “Let’s go get them and make them,” Tessa said.
 
   "Oh no, he wouldn't," Jenny said.
 
   “You go get Lucas, and I’ll get him,” Tessa smiled.
 
   Tessa asked Miles to dance, Lucas was a bit shocked.
 
   Jenny grabbed Lucas, “Let’s go” and dragged him out.
 
   Lucas looked at Tessa dancing with Miles who looked uncomfortable at first.
 
   "I don't dance," Lucas said.
 
   “Your girlfriend seems to think you can” Jenny smiled. “Miles doesn’t either.”
 
   "Looks like he can," Lucas said as he saw him spin and dip Tessa.
 
   “I guess he can,” she smiled “Do you mind if I go cut in?”
 
   “No, send Tessa over here” he smiled.
 
   Tessa smiled as she walked up to Lucas and grabbed his hand dragging him out to dance.
 
   “I don’t think so Tessa” he laughed.
 
   “Please” she begged, “I know you can move” she smiled, “I know it very well.”
 
   He followed her to the center of the dance floor.
 
   They drove home and laughed as he talked about his new team mates.
 
   “I think you’re going to like it there,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “I think I’m going to be too exhausted to like it.”
 
   “What do you mean?” 
 
   "School and as much of you as I can get," he kissed her hand. “I feel like I should be ecstatic that I’m playing here, but all I can think of is December.”
 
   “We’re going to be busy, and we’re going to be fine. God I hope we are fine.” She whispered.
 
   He pulled over at a rest stop.
 
   "Tessa if you don't want this, you need to tell me now," he said frustrated.
 
   “Hey where is this coming from?” she asked.
 
   "I just need you to promise me Tessa," he grabbed her face.
 
   "I promise Lucas," she said.
 
   ~
 
   They pulled into her driveway, “Can you come in?”
 
   “Yes, who’s home?” he asked.
 
   “Doesn’t look like anyone is” she said and jumped out and ran inside. “Come on Lucas.”
 
   He smiled and followed her in. She dragged him upstairs.
 
   “I have something for you” he smiled and raised his eyebrow.
 
   She grinned and pushed him down.
 
   "You are amazing," he said after Tessa finished with him.
 
   “Can you go downstairs? I’ll be there in a minute” she smiled.
 
   She came downstairs with a bag.
 
   “I have a few things for you” she smiled and sat next to him and handed him the bag. “Open it.”
 
   He opened the bag, inside was a quilt. She had gone through his closet and taken all the Tee shirts that he had from sports that he had participated in. She had bought a few SU ones and some from the Adirondacks so that it made up enough for a queen size blanket. She had made an album from Christmas until their trip last weekend. He took his time looking through it.
 
   "I love them Tessa," he kissed her.
 
   "There's one more," she said.
 
   He looked in the bag; he pulled out a black leather book. He opened it, his eyes widened, and he closed them for a few seconds. He looked through each picture swallowing hard and taking deep breaths.
 
   “When did you do this?” he asked.
 
   "Jade and I worked on it a couple weeks ago.” 
 
   “You look incredible.” 
 
   “They are in order from first to last one worn.” She smiled.
 
   “Oh I remember” he smiled, looking through it again. “No pictures of your face, hardly anyone with even the back of your head.”
 
   “If anyone saw this, I would die Lucas,” she laughed. And I can remind you what the back of my head looks like anytime you want she thought, she yawned.
 
   "You tired?" 
 
   “Please stay, we can sleep on the couch, I don’t want you to leave” she said sounding panicked.
 
   “Okay Tessa” he hugged her.
 
   "Thank you," she said. They lie face to face and fell asleep.
 
   ~
 
   The next day they got up and drove to Lucas’, his Dad met them there, and they drove up together. Tessa sat quietly in the back as Landon and Lucas talked. He went in and registered, and Tessa sat back watching all the girls check him out, several said hello and he just nodded. 
 
   He finished and grabbed her hand. “Let’s go check out my new place.” 
 
   They drove to south campus and walked into his building, she was relieved that it was not co-ed and that most if not all of the residents were from the football team. He had a private room. It was not as small as she’d thought it would be. She helped him make his bed, and he pulled out the quilt and threw it over the bed.
 
   “That’s very interesting,” Landon said.
 
   “Tessa did it for me,” he smiled.
 
   A book fell out of the bag; Landon picked it up and opened it. It was the black leather book with photos of Tessa modeling each naughty outfit she had worn for Lucas. Tessa noticed he had it and shot Lucas a look. Lucas took it from him and smiled.
 
   “Oh, Tessa make that too?” Landon laughed.
 
   She blushed, and Lucas smiled.
 
   When they finished they walked around campus and found his classes. They went to lunch and then hit the bookstore. Tessa was shocked to see how expensive books were, how could people afford this? How were my parents going to do this for two of us? she thought.
 
   ~
 
   Landon and Tessa left after a quiet goodbye.
 
   “Tessa how often do you plan to visit Lucas?” 
 
   “I’m not sure. I think he is going to be very busy,” she said quietly.
 
   "I think he’s going to want to see you whenever he can.”
 
   “I feel the same way.”
 
   “Good, this is important for him. I hope that you understand he’s going to need you.”
 
   Tessa smiled.
 
   His phone chimed
 
   -I’m home. I hope you’re having fun…LT
 
   -Actually I am a bit overwhelmed, and I want to see you. Can you come back, baby?…LL
 
   -How about tomorrow after practice?...LT
 
   - I have a thing…LL
 
   -Oh, okay. Well why don’t we wait until like Thursday or Friday?...LT
 
   -WHY?...LL
 
   -I have practice every day and have to help around here I have slacked a bit this summer…LT
 
   -Whatever…LL
 
   -Please don’t be like that; this is hard for me to Lucas…LT
 
   -Well… bend a bit…LL
 
   -Day one and this has already started, not cool Lucas, I miss you and actually don’t enjoy this either…LT
 
   -Okay so why on Friday?…LL
 
   -situation would be rectified by then…LT
 
   -oh, well alright then…LL
 
   -all better now?...LT
 
   -not really…LL
 
   -I love you Lucas…LT
 
   -see you Friday…LL
 
   -call me before you go to bed…LT
 
   -nope, see you Friday…LL
 
   Tessa did not respond. She needed to blow off some steam. She grabbed her shoes and went for a run. When she got back she made dinner and helped Kendall go through her supply list. She put dinner in the oven and showered.
 
   She went upstairs and saw her phone on her bed. There were three text messages and two missed calls from Lucas. Shit, she thought and called him.
 
   "Hello," he said quietly.
 
   “Hi--- sorry! I left the phone on my bed when I went running with Kendall. Are we okay?” she asked softly.
 
   “Did you read the texts?”
 
   “No, not yet I was just excited you called,” she said.
 
   “Ok, don’t and then delete the messages too. I was being an ass sorry. I’m just not used to sitting on my ass, and I miss you,” he said.
 
   “Things will be different when you’re overwhelmed with class work, Lucas, I’m sorry you feel that way” she said, “I love you.”
 
   “I love you baby,” Lucas said quietly, “please delete the messages.”
 
   “Hey do you have any free time in the afternoon before practice?” Tessa asked.
 
   “I think I have from like two to four free why?” he said.
 
   “I was just wondering,” she giggled. “I love you, call me before bed?”
 
   "I am in bed.”
 
   “Lucky bed,” she whispered.
 
   He laughed, “I love you, baby.”
 
   They got off the phone, and she checked his messages.
 
   -if this is how you’re going to be then maybe we should rethink this…Lucas
 
   -No reply? Silence speaks volumes Tessa…Lucas
 
   -Are you fucking kidding me right now Tessa, grow up!…Lucas
 
   Wow, she thought, that easy huh? She was pissed.
 
   Her phone chimed it was him
 
   -Did you delete the messages baby?…LL
 
   - Nope…LT
 
   -Are we okay?...LL
 
   -I am, I wish I knew where your head was when you texted…LT
 
   -Sorry, forgive me?...LL
 
   -Of course, goodnight Lucas…LT
 
   She decided she wouldn’t go up tomorrow. It was impossible to think that he could get so angry on day one. She hoped things were going to be alright, only three months she thought.
 
   Over the next few weeks, Tessa went to see Lucas on Wednesdays. She went to all his home games and watched him miserably sit the bench most of the time. When he had away games she stayed home and attended Alex’s games at Cornell. Sundays he came home about twice a month. The hunting crew still shot on Sundays and Tessa, and Lucas had lots of time to be alone, him being gone made each time that more intense.
 
   Her phone chimed
 
   -Hey Tessa can we do Doe Camp for your birthday tonight?...Phoebe
 
   -Sounds great!...Tessa
 
   -Cool-- how about six tonight?...Phoebe
 
   -Sure I’ll pick you up…Tessa
 
   Her phone chimed again
 
   -Hey baby we won our game. I got to play for more than five minutes…LL
 
   -Awesome job Lucas! Will I see you tomorrow?...LT
 
   -We will see, not sure when we’ll be in…LL
 
   She wondered if he remembered her birthday. She remembered his, pretty unforgettable. She thought about the 2 B’s in his bed and shook her head. Maybe birthdays aren’t that big of a deal she thought.
 
   She picked up Phoebe. And they headed up. They pulled in, and there were several cars. She looked at Phoebe and frowned.
 
   “You only turn nineteen once Tessa,” Phoebe smiled.
 
   Tessa got out, and everyone was there, her hockey team, her family, Cassidy, and Ben. Oh boy… she thought wondering if Lucas knew about this. When she got out she saw a basket of flowers, yellow roses and white daisies, she read the card.
 
   Wish I could be there baby. Have fun.
 
   Love,
 
   Lucas
 
   She talked with everyone and avoided a lot of interaction with Ben.
 
   Molly and Cory were even there.
 
   “Tessa can we steal you for a minute?” Molly asked.
 
   They walked away from the crowd.
 
   “So Cory thinks I should wait, but it’s your birthday. I wanted to tell someone, well you and what a perfect day to share …on your birthday. You just have to promise not to tell anyone for awhile,” she said grinning.
 
   “Are you?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Yes,” Molly said and hugged her. “Honeymoon baby, I guess.”
 
   "Oh Molly I am so happy for you,” she hugged her and then Cory.
 
   He smiled, “Thanks Tessa, but we truly just found out yesterday, she still needs to have blood work so please keep this to yourself okay?”
 
   “Kill joy,” Molly laughed.
 
   The party was a blast, she danced with Kendall and her friends, and they ate and danced some more. The older family members started leaving, and Alex made a bonfire. The music was still going, and Tessa was still dancing.
 
   She heard Ben on a microphone, "Birthday girl.”
 
   She shook her head no.
 
   He dropped to his knees, “Please Tess”.
 
   "Just go sing Tessa," Jade pushed her.
 
   She sang with Ben, and they laughed.
 
   “You still have a band?” she asked.
 
   "A new one.”
 
   “That’s cool-- do you guys play anywhere?” 
 
   “Right now we’re just getting a play list together and trying to figure it out. Want me to sing one I am working on?” he asked and jumped up.
 
   "Of course.”
 
   Ben got up and sang Blurry a new song she hadn’t heard. It was a break up the song, and she wondered what he was thinking. He finished and stared at her for a few seconds and then played another. Jane Says, by Jane’s Addiction. He smiled and looked at the thirty kids standing around; he walked out and got everyone dancing. Everyone including Alex was dancing. He made Tessa sing It’s All Been Done by Barenaked Ladies with him alternating verses and singing the chorus together. A car pulled in, and a bunch of people got out. They were having too much fun singing and laughing to notice. He played the guitar solo on air guitar, she danced and laughed. They sang One Week next. He sang and took his shirt off at the part that called for it, and threw it, and it landed on Kendall. During the rap parts, she danced with Kendall and her girls. She sang with him for the chorus. Everyone cheered, and she bowed and laughed.
 
   "Alright solo song for our birthday girl Tess," he played a song she had just recently started listening to, Zombie.
 
   “You got this?” Ben laughed.
 
   “I absolutely do,” she smiled.
 
   She stood on a table and belted it out. When the song finished she bowed.
 
   “Alex you better catch me” she turned around raised her hands in the air and fell backward.
 
   She landed and opened her eyes, it was Lucas. She bit her lip and grinned. She stood up and grabbed his face and kissed him deeply. He met her kiss and when they finished she opened her eyes.
 
   "Happy Birthday, baby.”
 
   “It is now” she smiled.
 
   “Doesn’t look like you were doing that bad Tessa,” he looked down.
 
   “It was fine, but now it’s perfect” she kissed him again. “Walk with me?”
 
   “I brought some friends, baby.”
 
   Jose, Miles, and Jenny stood behind them. They all said Happy Birthday and the music started.
 
   “Links can I dance with your girl?” Jose asked.
 
   “Sure,” Lucas said. “Go have fun.”
 
   “Tessa you can sing girl,” Jose smiled.
 
   "Thanks," she said looking for Lucas.
 
   He was introducing Miles and Jenny to Jade and Ryan.
 
   When the second song finished, Jose gave her a hug, “Thanks girl.”
 
   “No thank you, my guy doesn’t like to dance,” she smiled as they walked towards the others.
 
   Jade and Ryan were leaving, she thanked them and looked at Lucas and grinned.
 
   Ryan laughed, “Have fun tonight.”
 
   Lucas shook his head, “Always.”
 
   “Are you staying?”
 
   He shook his head yes.
 
   “All night?” 
 
   He hugged her, “Yes baby, but I’m tired.”
 
   She pulled away and stomped her foot.
 
   “It’s my birthday,” he laughed. "Go take a nap until everyone leaves then," she said scowling.
 
   “You’ll be well taken care of,” he smiled.
 
   Tessa went and got out some food for the late arrivals; they sat around the bonfire and talked. Jenny was quiet, she must’ve been tired. Jose however was a riot. He and Miles both bought into Ben’s nonsense about the bear that lived in the woods near the camp, until Tessa laughed.
 
   “You screwing with us man?” Jose asked.
 
   “Yeah a little,” Ben admitted.
 
   They talked about the game and Miles told them how well Lucas had done. Phoebe told them that so far their field hockey team was undefeated and next week they played Tessa’s favorite team.
 
   “On Tuesday?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Yep” Phoebe answered. Tessa looked at her and shook her head no.
 
   “Alex, are you going to be there?” Lucas asked.
 
   “I have practice.”
 
   “Our practice gets over at four; I should be able to make it.”
 
   "It is not necessary," Tessa said. “I’m sure I can handle it, besides you might be a distraction, your harem might get nastier.”
 
   “You a fighter Tessa?” Jose asked.
 
   “Only when provoked” she laughed.
 
   “Ex girlfriend Links?” he asked.
 
   “Three, and they don’t like me very much” Tessa laughed.
 
   “Damn Links, all on the same team?” Jose laughed.
 
   “All at the same time,” Tessa laughed.
 
   Lucas gave her a dirty look and shook his head.
 
   “No shit,” Jose said, “Links—you’re Badass.”
 
   “No, not anymore,” Lucas looked at Tessa.
 
   She smiled and whispered, “I’m sorry, I guess.”
 
   Lucas closed his eyes
 
   Miles laughed, and Jenny raised her eyebrow and looked down.
 
   “I want to watch a girl fight," Jose said.
 
   “I’m not playing I’m the assistant coach: my sister is on the team,” Tessa smiled.
 
   The three left soon after. Tessa’s friends slowly left. Alex, Phoebe, Ben, Lucas and Tessa were all that was left.
 
   Ben hugged Tessa, “Goodnight, Birthday girl.”
 
   “I’d love to see you play sometime man,” he patted Lucas on the shoulder.
 
   "We have a home game this weekend-- you should come.”
 
   “Cool I will,” Ben smiled.
 
   Alex went to give Phoebe a ride home and Tessa and Lucas waved as they pulled out.
 
   “Are you mad at me?” 
 
   “No, it was just you know,” he started.
 
   “Embarrassing?” 
 
   “A little bit, I’m not the same person anymore Tessa.”
 
   "I know.”
 
   "Don't worry about it baby.”
 
   “Baby, huh?” she said “I’m a woman, nineteen years old.”
 
   “I know are you ready to put that ring on the other hand?”
 
   Her eyes widened, “Can we wait until December?”
 
   “I thought you would say that.”
 
   He pulled a box out of his pocket. “So I got you this.”
 
   It was a box from Tiffany with a tennis bracelet in it.
 
   "Lucas it's beautiful," looked at him, “You seriously need to stop spending so much money.”
 
   He smiled and kissed her neck. She grinned, and he looked up at her.
 
   “Tessa, can I have a serious moment here?”
 
   She smiled and tried looking serious.
 
   “Alright I see how it is” he grabbed her and laid her on the ground and in a split second he had her bottoms off and was taking her panties off with his teeth.
 
   He sat back and looked at her in the glow of the dying bonfire.
 
   “We serious now, baby?” she shook her head.
 
   He lifted her hips to meet him, and she melted. When she was done he started again, holy shit she thought.
 
   “I’ve missed you baby,” he stood up and slipping out of his pants.
 
   She frantically removed his shirt, damn he is so hot she thought, and he picked her up and she wrapped her legs around him. He set her down next to the picnic table and turned her facing away from him.
 
   “Grab the table baby and hold on” he lifted her by the waist, “Wrap your legs around my waist,” he instructed, she did as he asked.
 
   Lucas slammed into her over and over again. When he felt she was tiring he turned her around and laid her on her back and didn’t stop. She lost track of the amount of times she climaxed, but she was about to again. He finished right after she did, and he looked at her trying to catch her breath.  He pulled her up and hugged her. She melted into him.
 
   “You feel taken care of, birthday girl?” he lifted her head.
 
   “I can’t move,” she whispered.
 
   “Good,” Lucas grabbed her clothes and dressed her.
 
   He picked her up and gave her a piggy back ride to the cabin.
 
   They walked into camp, and there was a fire lit and a bed made, even rose petals. She looked at him confused.
 
   “Jade helped me out,” he smiled, “You better rest, it’s going to be a long night.” He winked and smiled a devilish grin.
 
   They lay down and snuggled. She fell asleep and woke up an hour later to him kissing her.
 
   She opened her eyes and smiled, “I love you.”
 
   “You better,” Lucas smiled as he moved over her body all night long.
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   Tuesday was game day. Tessa was feeling nervous about Kendall being up against them. She wasn’t even sure they still played but had talked to Kendall about steering clear of them. Tessa braided Kendall’s hair and waited for her to change into uniform and headed out to the field.
 
   Tessa saw Jamie and Madison, great she thought. She didn’t sit next to Kendall; she didn’t need to draw attention to her.
 
   Coach V put Kendall in after half time. She was on the opposite side of the field as Tessa, matched up with Madison.
 
   The ball was passed to Kendall, she was about to make a goal and Jamie hit her in the back with her stick. “Oops, Ross is it?”
 
   Kendall smiled, “Don’t let it happen again.”
 
   Coach V looked at Tessa, “She’s got this.”
 
   “If that bitch touches her again, she is going to get her ass kicked,” Tessa sneered.
 
   The ball was hit towards Kendall and Madison nailed her in the knee. Tessa started to walk towards the field. Coach V grabbed her.
 
   Kendall looked at her and smiled. “It’s all fine Tessa, she swings like a girl.”
 
   The next play Madison hit Kendall in the stomach, and that was it, Tessa tore after her and Coach V grabbed her.
 
   “How many times are you going to let that happen?” Tessa screamed at the other coach.
 
   “Fuck you, Ross,” Madison screamed.
 
   Madison was red carded.
 
   After a time out she checked on Kendall. As she walked off she saw Lucas and Jose, Jose looked shocked and then he grinned. Lucas looked pissed.
 
   “If anyone else touches you-- knock their teeth in” she yelled to Kendall from the sidelines. Kendall laughed.
 
   It was the last minute of the game, and Jamie took off after Kendall and Tessa jumped up and ran. Kendall had knocked her feet out from under her. Alex and Ben had just walked in.
 
   “Go Kendall” Alex yelled.
 
   Ben grabbed Tessa as she ran by and laughed, “Kendall’s got this, Tess.”
 
   The game ended, ladies in blue four the B team two.
 
   Kendall ran over and hugged Tessa.
 
   “Couldn’t let me have any fun, huh?” Tessa laughed.
 
   She felt Kendall’s heart beating fast against her chest, and she held onto Tessa tightly.
 
   “Are you okay?” Tessa asked and hugged Kendall, she felt her eyes fill up.
 
   “My knee and back hurt a bit but hey look at the score-- we won," she said and saw Tessa’s eyes, “Hey don’t be sad.”
 
   "I'm not I’m pissed," Tessa said.
 
   She felt a hand on her back and turned around, it was Lucas.
 
   “You okay?” he asked.
 
   “No!” she yelled, “They’re fucking crazy! They went after my sister.”
 
   “I’m sorry Tessa,” he hugged her.
 
   She pulled away and lined up to slap hands with the opposing team. Kendall followed.
 
   Coach ran out and stood by them.
 
   “Watch yourself Tessa,” he warned.
 
   Carly was at the end of the line. Jamie and Madison didn’t get a chance, their coach made them sit.
 
   They ran in and showered. When they came out Alex, Lucas, Jose and Ben were standing there
 
   Kendall was laughing at Tessa, who held her hand.
 
   “Well ladies, when is your next game?” Jose asked.
 
   Tessa crossed her arms and kicked stones. “Four weeks.”
 
   “Tessa come with me,” Lucas took her hand.
 
   “Are we okay?” he asked.
 
   “To be honest Lucas I’m a little more concerned with how Kendall is.”
 
   “I understand you're pissed but I know Kendall is alright.”
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean?” she snapped.
 
   "You took off after both of them like a momma bear.”
 
    “It's my fault,” she said.
 
   “Okay, keep talking Tessa I knew this was coming,” he stood back and looked down at her.
 
   “Really you get to get pissed about this Lucas?” 
 
   “Tessa, please just let it all out.”
 
   She looked at him like she could not believe he was saying that to her.
 
   “Not trying to fight baby, I just know I got it coming.”
 
   “Forget it, I’m not doing this right now, go I’ll see you tomorrow,” she said and he grabbed her before she walked away.
 
   “Tessa, don’t. Let’s get it out now, please baby,” he pulled her into him.
 
   She knew she wasn’t going to calm down, and he wouldn’t let up. She leaned back and closed her eyes trying to calm herself and end this spat.
 
   “You’re so faking this right now,” he whispered in her ear.
 
   She turned around and kissed him; she rubbed her hand down his back and rested her thumb in his waist band. He rubbed his hand up her side and she moved her body slightly. He gently pulled her hair back, so she was looking up at him, “Still full of shit, baby.”
 
   “What would you like me to do drop to my knees to make this all better for YOU?” she asked.
 
   He let go and stepped back and looked pissed.
 
   “You don’t get to be mad, Lucas. You’re riding with Jose right? You’re keeping him waiting. I’ll see you tomorrow night Lucas, I get that neither of us asked for them to go after my sister but we aren’t the victims here, I need to be with her.”
 
   “Okay Tessa,” he took her hand and walked fast to their friends, “You ready Jose?”
 
   “Sure man,” he said.
 
   “Kendall are you okay?” Lucas asked.
 
   "Yes,” she smiled.
 
   “Good, I’m sorry Kendall” he hugged her “Good game ladies, goodnight Tessa,” he kissed her head and walked away.
 
   “Alright that was nice” Ben said, “Anyone up for pizza, my treat?”
 
   They all went and had pizza, Ben sat across from Tessa.
 
   “You okay Tess?” 
 
   “No, that crap today was because of me,” Tessa said quietly.
 
   "I don't think it was you girl. You did good tiger; remind me not to mess with you Ross’s. You just have bad luck or choose guys with crazy girlfriends or ex girl friends” he laughed referring to Lauren, “How’s that toe anyway?”
 
   She laughed, “So you’re sticking up for Lucas?”
 
   “Now would I do that? Just telling how it is, I didn’t expect Lauren to pull that nonsense. I’m sure Lucas didn’t expect them to do that again.”
 
   “After New Year’s eve Ben, what did he expect?” she asked defensively.
 
   “He expected at that point that you hate him right? He was trying to push you away. You’re all in now, think about it,” he sat back and winked at her.
 
   “Kendall you’re okay right?” he smiled.
 
   "Fine thank you," she blushed.
 
   “See, not the same as what happened to you. I think we all should hit the hot tub,” he grinned at Tessa.
 
   They pulled into the farm and got out, Phoebe, Alex, and Ben all got changed. Tessa and Kendall were doing the same.
 
   Her phone chimed it was him
 
   I’m back…LL
 
   Okay see you tomorrow…LT
 
   You sure?...LL
 
   Yes, goodnight…LT
 
   Kendall had no bruises she was alright. Tessa was upset but knew there was nothing she could do to change what had happened.
 
   They went down and got in. Ben laughed, and Tessa smiled.
 
   “Did you get a new suit?” 
 
   Tessa had on a rash guard and shorts.
 
   "No," she blushed.
 
   “You know you still look hot,” he whispered.
 
   She splashed him.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa pulled into the parking lot at South Campus and walked into his dorm, she ran up to the third floor and walked into the common area; she was a little early and figured she would just wait for him. She sat on the couch and Jose walked out.
 
   “Hey girl, how you feeling today, a little less pissed off,” he laughed.
 
   Jenny and Lucas got off the elevator laughing; she rubbed his back “See you later Links.”
 
   Lucas walked by and didn’t notice her.
 
   “No, not really.”
 
   “Links, your girl’s here,” he called after him down the hall.
 
   Lucas turned around and saw Tessa and walked back and pulled her up.
 
   “Hello Tessa,” he kissed her, “I see you’re still not happy.”
 
   “I’m fine Lucas,” she looked down.
 
   He walked towards his room, “You coming baby?”
 
   He put his books on his desk, and she sat on his bed.
 
   “We going to talk about yesterday?” he asked.
 
   “I don’t need to, do you?” she asked quietly.
 
   He looked at her funny.
 
   “What did you do after your game?” 
 
   “Got pizza,” she glanced at him briefly.
 
   “With who?” 
 
   “Everyone,” she answered.
 
   “Oh was Ben there?” 
 
   “Yes, he drove Alex remember?” 
 
   “And after pizza?” he asked sitting back.
 
   “We went back, and you texted me,” she answered and looked down.
 
   “And then what Tessa?” 
 
   “And then we ALL went in the hot tub.”
 
   “That’s nice.”
 
   “You know you can get pissed, but he defended you.”
 
   “Oh really, what did he need to defend me from Tessa?” 
 
   “He knew I was upset and pointed it out. I wasn’t talking shit if that’s what you’re thinking.”
 
   “I have a great idea, why don’t you go home and call Ben?” he opened the door.
 
   “Fine if that’s what you want,” she said and stomped her foot.
 
   “Not what I want Tessa, but apparently that’s what you need,” Lucas said.
 
   She walked out and walked through the common area she quickly noticed all the girls and laughed.
 
   “You leaving, girl?” Jose called from behind her.
 
   “Yep have a good night Jose,” she ran down the stairs. He followed her as she stormed towards her car.
 
   Jose yelled from behind her, “Hey Tessa-- wait up.” She stopped and was trying not to cry, “You can’t drive all pissed off.”
 
   "I'm not pissed off.”
 
   He laughed “I have seen that look on your face, just chill for a few minutes, come sit down just for a few minutes.”
 
   Tessa sat next to Jose on the bench and tried to calm herself down.
 
   He pointed out a guy picking his nose, “What do you think he is thinking?” he laughed. “Huh?”
 
   She laughed and looked towards the door, and Lucas was walking out with Jenny and two other girls. They were all laughing, and Jenny was rubbing his back. They walked past without noticing Tessa and Jose.
 
   “Links, where you going?” he yelled.
 
   Lucas didn’t look back, “My dinner date bailed, so we’re all going to grab dinner you want to come?” the girls laughed.
 
   “No man I’m going to sit here with your girl for a few more minutes.”
 
   Tessa shook her head no, but it was too late, Lucas had stopped. Jenny took her hand off his back, and he turned around.
 
   “Catch you later, Links,” they all said giggling.
 
   He turned around and walked towards them. “I got this Jose, thanks.”
 
   Jose got up and walked away. Lucas sat down and looked at the ground.
 
   “I thought you left,” he said quietly.
 
   “I see that. You can go… I’m leaving, Jose wouldn’t let me, but I certainly don’t want to stop you from doing whatever that was?”
 
   “What?” he asked defensively.
 
   “I don’t know-- where is Miles?” 
 
   “At tutoring,” he answered matter of fact.
 
   “Is he okay with Jenny’s hands on you?” 
 
   “This coming from the “hot tub queen”,” he snarled.
 
   “I was with my family Lucas, and I can assure you no one’s hands were on me. Hot tub queen? You really want to go there?” she shot back.
 
   “Tessa I’m hungry and tired. Are you going to fight with me or can we go eat?”
 
   She looked at him, “That’s all you got Lucas? he said nothing and looked at her. “Okay then.”
 
   She stood to leave.
 
   “I’m hungry Tessa, are you going to take me to eat?” he asked again.
 
   “I’ll drop you off with your friends,” she walked towards the Jeep, and he got in. “Where to?” 
 
   “I don’t care,” he sat quietly.
 
   “Well tell me where to go.” 
 
   He grabbed her face and kissed her. She slowly started to pull away.
 
   “Lucas…” she started.
 
   “Shhh,” he kissed her again, “I don’t want to fight baby. Why don’t you let me drive,” he got out and opened her door.
 
   She sat for a minute and got out. He grabbed her and kissed her again. She met his kiss and he shut the door behind her.
 
   “Come inside,” he took her hand and they walked in.
 
   The elevator door opened, and they stepped in. Lucas pinned her against the wall and kissed her, a moan escaped her mouth as his hand started up her shirt.
 
   They got off the elevator and passed Jose in the common area. Jose smiled at Tessa. They disappeared into his room. She came out to use the bathroom and fix her hair. When she returned she saw Jenny knocking on the door and Lucas opened it in just his shorts.
 
   “Hey hotty new quarterback, I brought you dinner,” she smiled.
 
   Tessa brushed past her, “He’s already eaten Jenny. Why not save that for YOUR boyfriend?” she slammed the door in her face. She looked at Lucas, “You want to tell me what’s going on?”
 
   “Nothing Tessa, she is just --nice to everyone. I am kind of hungry still,” he laughed.
 
   “Get dressed—I’ll take you to dinner.”
 
   They walked out, and Jenny and her friends sat on the couch.
 
   “Don’t they have a place of their own?” Tessa asked loudly.
 
   Lucas picked her up and threw her over his shoulder, “No worries baby.”
 
   They sat at dinner, and he looked much more relaxed.
 
   “Do I need to worry about this Lucas?” 
 
   “No Tessa, you don’t,” he said kissing her hand. “Do I need to worry about Ben?”
 
   “You’ve never had to worry about anyone Lucas,” she said looking into his eyes.
 
   “Okay then,” he smiled. “How is Kendall?”
 
   “She’s fine,” she said softly.
 
   “How about you TT?” 
 
   She nodded her head, “Perfectly fine.”
 
   “You’re wild,” he laughed as he took a bite of his asparagus.
 
   “They deserved it.”
 
   “I know.”
 
   They walked back into his dorm, and there wasn’t anyone in the common area.
 
   “Stay with me?”
 
   She smiled, “For another hour or so.”
 
   “Perfect, I love you baby.”
 
   “You better,” she laughed.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa went to practice the next day. The principal was there and scolded her for her behavior and asked that she consider having a mediator come meet with the girls involved. Tessa said she would think about it.
 
   After practice, she and Kendall went to visit Jade. They planned a shower for the week before deer season. Jade was happy, and Tessa was happy for her.
 
   Ryan came home and kissed and hugged her. “I love you,” he said “I’m going to shower. Hey little guy,” he said and kissed her stomach.
 
   “Jade, he loves you so much.”
 
   “I’m very blessed,” she said and rubbed her belly, “We’re so blessed.”
 
   His phone chimed it was her
 
   -hey, I am going to ride up with Jade and Ryan to watch your game. And you invited Ben, would it be alright if he rode with them also?...LT
 
   -Sure baby, I’ve missed you…LL
 
   -busy couple days, can’t wait to tell you all about it, good luck today!!!…LT
 
   Tessa, Jade, Ryan, and Ben walked into the Dome and went to the box with Landon and Audrianna.
 
   The game started, and Tessa stood at the glass and waved to Lucas and smiled. She signed I love you. He did it back.
 
   “Hey Tessa, is everything okay?” Audrianna asked looking at Ben.
 
   “Yes, Lucas invited him. He’s my friend and Lucas, and he have actually become buddies,” she said.
 
   “Okay,” Audrianna laughed.
 
   The last quarter SU was down by seven and Miles took a hard hit from a Georgetown linebacker. He lay on the ground for awhile. The coach put Lucas in. Lucas looked very serious and threw a thirty yard pass that resulted in a tie game. The crowd went crazy. Lucas looked up, and she blew him a kiss, he caught it and grabbed himself, she grinned. Landon and Audrianna laughed.  Undefeated Georgetown fumbled the ball, and it was recovered by SU. Lucas looked up and she clapped and smiled. He had the ball and no one to pass to. Lucas ran it in for a thirty yard touchdown, and SU won the game. The team rushed in and grabbed Lucas, and he was in the air. Tessa, Landon, Audrianna, Jade, Ryan, Ben and Lucas’s sisters made their way down from the box and ran on the field. Tessa watched as Jenny grabbed Lucas and hugged him and grabbed his head and kissed his cheek.  Audrianna looked at Tessa and Ben grabbed her arm.
 
   “Tess, she grabbed him. Nothing he could do, go get your guy,” Audrianna looked confused, she was sure this boy liked Tessa, what was he doing?
 
   Tessa took a deep breath and turned back towards Lucas, he was surrounded by fans, mainly female.
 
   Landon reached through the crowd and Lucas saw him, he hugged Lucas and patted his back,
 
   “Excellent job, son.”
 
   Lucas saw Tessa and could tell she was faking her smile; he motioned for her to come to him. She walked up and hugged him.
 
   “Good job, rockstar,” she whispered.
 
   “Tessa sorry,” he said looking at her.
 
   She smiled; “I know” he lifted her up and kissed her.
 
   She pulled back, “I love you,” and jumped up and kissed him back.
 
   They waited outside the locker room, and Jenny and her girls waited on the other side of the hall. Ben saw Tessa glaring at her.
 
   “You have more class than that whole group put together Tess, let it go,” Ben whispered in her ear.
 
   “Lucas’s girl has a hot friend,” one of them said.
 
   She looked at Ben, and he smiled, “Well they aren’t blind,” he laughed, and she smacked him.
 
   “Lucas’ girl, keep that in mind bitches,” Jade yelled.
 
   “Mrs. Brooks, you be quiet now,” Ryan stood in front of her smiling, she glared at him, “Please.”
 
   Lucas walked out, and Jenny walked towards him. He brushed past her and walked towards Tessa.
 
   “Hey baby,” he picked her up and kissed her, “You ready to go to dinner?”
 
   “Are you?” Tessa smiled seductively at him.
 
   “Two days at home are going to be nice,” he wrapped his arm around her waist and kissed her head.
 
   Landon looked at the group of girls disapprovingly.
 
   “Daddy is hot too,” one said.
 
   Landon took Audrianna’s hand, and they walked out.
 
   “Lucas I have to go to the bathroom,” Tessa walked back towards the locker rooms.
 
   “Jenny, I want to talk to you,” she said, “without them.”
 
   The groupies walked away.
 
   “What is your problem?”
 
   “I don’t have one,” Jenny answered.
 
   “Why do you think it’s alright to hug and kiss on him?” she asked.
 
   “Tessa you really need to grow up, you’re not married and probably holding him back,” Jenny said.
 
   “Really Jenny, how grown up are you dating Miles and taking every opportunity to grope Lucas, how mature is that?” Tessa asked.
 
   “We’re in college Tessa-- a real college, we aren’t like you and your little Community friends,” she laughed.
 
   “Back off him, Jenny,” Tessa warned.
 
   “Or what Tessa?” she smiled.
 
   “He loves me; it’s not going to happen. He has dealt with crazy bitches before so whatever your game is he’s already played it and didn’t like it. You’re no different,” Tessa warned her.
 
   “Game on, Tessa,” she smiled.
 
   Lucas walked up to Tessa and took her hand.
 
   “Game over, Jenny,” he said and walked out with Tessa.
 
   “We okay?” she asked him.
 
   “Yeah but you need to stop confronting crazies. I don’t like seeing you get beat up,” he frowned.
 
   ~
 
   They pulled into Jade and Ryan’s house; this was the first time he had been back. He immediately noticed the landscaping improvements.
 
   “It smells like cookies in here,” Lucas laughed.
 
   “Yes Jade has been baking, a lot,” Ryan laughed.
 
   “Tessa you want to help me with my bags?” he smiled.
 
   “Sure,” grabbed one and ran up.
 
   Over the next moth, Lucas played a lot more. Miles was taking it easy, he hoped to be looked at by professional leagues and the SU coaching staff understood that. Lucas normally ended the game. Tessa was keeping busy and saw him on Wednesdays and Sundays.
 
   He left one Sunday and Ben and Alex pulled in.
 
   “How’s it going Tessa?” Ben asked pulling up a chair next to her as she worked on the computer.
 
   “Good, how is school Ben?” 
 
   “Great,” he smiled, “You and Lucas doing alright?” Ben asked looking up at her.
 
   “Yes,” she smacked his hat. “How about your love life?”
 
   “I am single and enjoying college Tess,” he smiled.
 
   “Do you run into Lauren?” Tessa asked.
 
   “No, I avoid that. Your guy avoiding the groupies?” Ben smiled.
 
   “I think so, he better be,” Tessa said.
 
   “Are you happy?” 
 
   “Yes, I think so.”
 
   He hugged her, “Good Tess, stay that way.”
 
   She looked at him and sat back, they looked at each other for a few minutes, and he finally smiled.
 
   “Whatcha thinking Tess?” Ben asked.
 
   “I think I would be pissed if Ben… I mean Lucas was hugging someone,” Tessa said turning red.
 
   “I think you had it right the first time girl,” he stood up, “Besides, I’m not like that, I don’t share,” he messed up her hair. “Come out and shoot girl.”
 
   She sat and thought how pissed Lucas would be, she called him, and he didn’t answer. She hung up.
 
   Her phone chimed it was him
 
   -Sorry baby, just got back didn’t hear the phone, kind of loud in here; I will call you before bed…LL
 
   -OK why is it loud?...LT
 
   He didn’t reply. She walked out and grabbed her bow.
 
   “And she graces us with her presence,” Ben smiled.
 
   “Ready to get your ass kicked?” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Bring it girl,” Ben laughed.
 
   He could tell she was pissed; she was hitting dead center each shot.
 
   “What’s up Tess?”
 
   She told him about the text and that she just felt he was distancing himself.
 
   “Drive up there Tess, take Phoebe with you, you deserve to know,” she looked at him like he was crazy, “Go Tess, get yourself an answer.”
 
   ~
 
   They drove up and pulled in, there were lights flashing in the windows on Lucas’s floor.
 
   “Looks like a party Tessa,” Phoebe said.
 
   They took the stairs and walked into the common area, there was a ton of people dancing, she didn’t see Lucas anywhere, and she felt relieved. She walked to his room, and the door was cracked. She peeked in and saw Jenny pinning him against the wall.
 
   “No, no naughty girl,” Lucas laughed.
 
   “They don’t need to know,” she laughed and kissed him, he pulled away and laughed.
 
   “Not going to happen, Jen.”
 
   “Fine just stand there,” she grabbed him and went down to her knees, she looked up.
 
   “Jen, get up.”
 
   “You already are,” she grabbed him and started going down; he leaned back against the wall.
 
   “God Jenny, please stop,” he grabbed her hair.
 
   He was enjoying himself.
 
   “I love my girl, Jenny,” he moaned as he thrust forward pushing his cock in her mouth further.
 
   “I love Miles, this is just for fun,” she continued.
 
   His hips continued to thrust, “You’re going to get me in trouble,” he laughed and stumbled back.,
 
   “Mmm… you taste so good.”
 
   “I’m gonna come in your mouth Tessa…I mean Jenny.”
 
   Phoebe grabbed Tessa who stood shocked.
 
   “Let’s go, Tessa.”
 
   They walked down the stairs, and Phoebe drove. Tessa was sick.
 
   Jose walked in and interrupted, “Links-- did you say hi to your girl?”
 
   Jenny stood up and smiled at him and left the room.
 
   “Jose, I’m sorry man,” Lucas said.
 
   “You owe me nothing man, but your girl stood here two minutes ago with a little blonde chick, you may owe her something,” he walked out and slammed the door.
 
   “FUCK!” Lucas grabbed his phone.
 
    She ignored his call
 
   -Tessa, please call me…LL
 
   She didn’t respond.
 
   -fine, I’m on my way to your place we need to talk…LL
 
   -I’m not home…T
 
   -I see, well I’ll be there when you get there…LL
 
   -No…T
 
   -Jose saw you here, we need to talk..LL
 
   -We have nothing to talk about ever again!..T
 
   -Tessa don’t do this…LL
 
   -I DIDN’T…T
 
   She went home and went to bed. Ben walked in and looked at her, and she was crying.
 
   “Oh Tess, don’t cry,” he hugged her, “Not good?”
 
   “No,” she whimpered. Her phone rang again, “Don’t answer it, Ben.”
 
   “Okay Tess, okay” Ben pulled her into a hug, and she held tightly to him while she cried into is chest. “I’m so sorry, whatever happened, I’m sorry.”
 
   “He was getting a blow job from Jenny,” Tessa sobbed, and he held her tighter.
 
   “Tess you are going to be alright girl?” he held her.
 
   Her phone chimed… it was him
 
   -Tessa are you home? I need to explain. I tried to stop her, she kissed me, and I told her no, I was in my room baby, she came in, nothing I could do, please call me…LL
 
   Ben looked at Tessa with deep concern in his eyes.
 
   -I told you I’m done, and yes you told her no but it was NO NO Naughty girl, encouraging her, you didn’t fight her off very well after that. I watched her go down on you and your hands were wrapped in her hair. You told her you were going to come in her mouth! I wish you the best Lucas, always…T
 
   She hit send and started crying again, “What the hell was I thinking?”
 
   Her phone chimed it was him
 
   -Tessa I love you… please talk to me..LL
 
   -oh yes I heard you tell Jenny you loved me, and then you let her SUCK YOUR DICK. Again I am done, and if YOU DON’T STOP TEXTING ME I AM CHANGING MY NUMBER!...Tessa
 
   Minutes later Alex walked into her room, “Tessa Lucas is on the phone.”
 
   “Tell him I HATE HIM” she yelled and cried.
 
   “Lucas, she’s not going to talk to you right now, sorry,” Alex said.
 
   “Yeah I heard she hates me, sorry Alex. Thanks for trying.”
 
   “Lucas be safe man,” he said.
 
   Her phone chimed-
 
   -You don’t hate me Tessa, we love each other, and when you’re ready to talk I’ll be right here, not fucking up, take as long as you need, I love you baby, and I’m so sorry…LL
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   Tessa and Jade got ready for the Homecoming Dance. It had been two weeks since she had talked to Lucas. She changed her number the day after things had happened. SU was playing an away game, and Tessa felt pretty good about not having to see him. She thought about Toby today, she had gone to the dance last year with him. She wasn’t going to cry, she was going to have fun. Jade and Ryan were waiting for her, she was wearing her favorite color, light blue. Tessa had her hair highlighted and had done her make up perfectly. She stared in the mirror and although she looked goo, she wondered what it was about her that wasn’t enough for him. What could she have done better?  What did he see that pushed him into someone else’s arms, or fucking mouth! 
 
   “Ben said he’d come if you want him to, Tessa,” Alex whispered from behind her.
 
   “No, I’m going to have fun tonight with you guys. I want him to be happy and have dragged him into enough,” she forced herself to walk away from the mirror and the dark road her insecurities were bringing her.
 
   They walked in, and Tessa saw Cassidy, “Come dance with us.”
 
   Tessa joined them and danced, laughed and had fun. She slow danced with anyone who asked, there was no one to get mad. She was free to have fun. She and Kendall cut up the place, she loved that she had time to spend time with her. 
 
   Tessa was dancing with Pizza Boy when she saw Jose. She excused herself and walked out of the gym and kicked her shoes off and ran to the bathroom. As she turned the corner and ran right into Lucas.
 
   “Tessa you look beautiful,” he hugged her.
 
   She stepped back and looked away from him; she found it hard to breathe. Tessa took a deep breath and walked around him and went into the bathroom. She squatted down and took deep, slow, controlled breaths. 
 
   She was in the bathroom for about twenty minutes when Jade came in, “Tessa they’re announcing King and Queen, you need to come.”
 
   “What is he doing here?”
 
   “He was king last year remember?” Jade held her hand.
 
   Tessa shook her head no.
 
   “Let’s go do this Tessa and then if you want to leave we can okay?” 
 
   Tessa stood on stage holding the crowns.
 
   Lucas walked on stage, and she looked quickly away, everyone cheered.
 
   “Alright let’s do this,” Lucas yelled to the cheering masses and then turned towards Tessa.
 
   His eyes bore into her, and she wanted to cry.
 
   Tessa crowned the King and Queen and quickly left the stage.
 
   She danced with Pizza Boy, “Party at camp after?”
 
   “Sounds like a plan.” The song ended, and she grabbed Kendall.
 
   Kendall smiled, “You alright?”
 
   Tessa rolled her eyes, “Of course!”
 
   Ryan, Alex, Lucas, and Jose stood on the edge of the dance floor and talked.
 
   “A few of us are going to camp after this if you guys want to come.”
 
   “Are you sure Alex?” Lucas said.
 
   “Yeah she hates you, but would hate me if I wasn’t your friend. I’m not sure what happened, and I don’t want to know, just let her get through whatever this is.”
 
   “Phoebe didn’t tell you?” Lucas asked.
 
   “Nope, Tessa is pretty closed mouth about things. Phoebe is her friend, and they are both very loyal,” Alex said.
 
   Tessa rode with Cassidy and Pizza Boy; she stopped at the house and got changed. They pulled in, and she got out. She walked up to the fire and saw Lucas there, “Perfect,” she whispered to Cassidy rolling her eyes.
 
   They stood and talked for awhile and Tessa went to camp to grab some chairs. Lucas walked in. She froze.
 
   “Tessa sorry… I was coming to grab some chairs,” he said and shoved his hands in his pockets. He had changed into jeans, an SU sweatshirt and a white hat.
 
   “That’s fine Lucas, we’re going to have to deal with each other someday,” she said, as if it were no big deal.
 
   “I miss you.”
 
   “No. You don’t get to.”
 
   “Tessa baby.”
 
   “Or that,” she closed her eyes, “This is not going to work. More time, that’s what you need,” she said to herself and tried to walk out.
 
   Lucas grabbed her and hugged her. Tessa started crying immediately. He stroked her hair and rubbed her back as she sobbed. He said nothing.  He sat on the couch and held her. She stopped crying, and he looked down at her, she was asleep curled up in a beautiful little ball. He fell asleep wishing he could turn back time. Alex walked in and saw them and shook his head, he walked back out.
 
   “Is she okay?” Phoebe asked.
 
   “They’re asleep.”
 
   “Oh,” Phoebe frowned.
 
   “You don’t like him, do you?” 
 
   “I don’t hate him, but I love her,” she looked down.
 
   He hugged her, “Should I go wake them up?”
 
   Jose walked up, “What’s going on?”
 
   “They’re both asleep,” Alex pointed at camp.
 
   “Good, that boy ain’t slept in two weeks,” Jose said.  “I never saw anything like it man. He goes to class, goes to practice, he may close his eyes for twenty, thirty minutes tops. It’s crazy.”
 
   “Good,” Phoebe sneered.
 
   “You were with her that night, right?” he asked. “Why didn’t you girls go in and kick her ass?”
 
   “Why hers?” Phoebe gaffed.
 
   “I walked in right after you all did, and it wasn’t him. He’s been telling her to back off since day one. He loves Tessa, thinks the sun revolves around that girl.”
 
   “Easy for you to say you’re a man, she isn’t like that. He was her first, and she thought her always. He’s hurt her over and over,” Phoebe said, “Do you know how that makes her feel?” she shoved Jose. “She would have waited until she was married Jose, she’s not like the whores you assholes play with,” she shoved him again.
 
   “Phoebe, that’s enough” Alex pulled her back.
 
   “Alex, it’s cool, I know she loves her. I’m with you all. I’m waiting too, Southern Baptist born and raised. If I thought he didn’t love her I would kick his ass. Your girl Tessa is cool.”
 
   Tessa heard everything that was said and realized as comfortable as she was she could not put herself through this again. She quietly looked at the clock; she had slept for two hours. She wanted to stay so that he could sleep but knew if she did, if she so much as kissed that boy again it would be over. She stood up, and he jumped.
 
   “Baby, don’t go, please don’t go,” his eyes were glassy.
 
   “Lucas,” she said quietly, “I have something in the Jeep for you, wait here please.”
 
   She got up and walked outside past everyone.
 
   Lucas couldn’t sit still; he walked out and stood by the pond. She took a deep breath and handed him a manila envelope. He opened it, inside was the ring, the bracelet, the earrings and the necklace he had given her at the end of hockey season last year.
 
   “I don’t want this Tessa, those are yours. Don’t do this to me, I promise you I’ll be better.” He sealed the envelope and tried to hand it back to her, and she stepped back.
 
   “Lucas, we’re not going to ever—work. I deserve better than this. I shouldn’t have to worry about what or who you may be doing,” she said quietly looking down.
 
   “I won’t accept that,” he tried to give it to her again and she refused. He took her hand and held the envelope in it.
 
   “Please Lucas, don’t.”
 
   “No Tessa, NO!” he yelled and she jumped. “Look at me Tessa, I LOVE YOU, after a year I LOVE you even more, everyday!  I never stopped and I never will.” She looked down, “WHY! Why didn’t you come in my room that night, huh?” he tears started falling down his face “WHY! If it were one of your friends-- you would’ve stopped them, but you just couldn’t wait for me to fuck up!” She didn’t answer; he grabbed her and shook her, “Answer me Tessa.”
 
   Tessa started to shake as she tried to stifle her emotions.
 
   “I was asleep; you and I had been at it for three days, three perfect days. I certainly didn’t need that, are you listening to me Tessa!” he asked and grabbed his hair, “FUCK!”
 
   She took a deep breath, “You don’t get it Lucas I saw your face! I saw you enjoying it, I saw you grabbing her hair LUCAS!” she yelled and pulled his hand out of her hair, “You expected me to stop you? Seriously! I’m not stupid, stop talking to me like I am!”
 
   “Fine Tessa you don’t want this FINE,” he waded up the envelope and threw it in the pond, “I don’t fucking want it either! Jose, would you please get me the fuck out of here,” Lucas screamed. He grabbed her, “I’m sorry, I FUCKED up. This isn’t over! I’m not going to just stop loving you! When you can forgive me, call me because I can’t even talk to you, you changed your FUCKING number! I’m losing it Tessa… I hope you enjoy the show,” he walked away.
 
   Jose walked by, “Tessa you okay?” he asked as tears started flowing down her cheek. “I got him, okay?” she shook her head yes, and Jose hugged her.
 
   Jose got in the car, and Lucas sat in the passenger seat with his head buried in his hands. Tessa knew he was crying, and it tore her apart. The pain she felt now would someday heal. 
 
    
 
   Enough was enough. They pulled up the driveway and out of sight. 
 
    
 
   Tessa fell to her knees and sobbed.
 
   ###
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