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   [bookmark: chapter1]Chapter 1
 
   Only three weeks until school started and Tessa knew something awful was brewing at home. Her parents who always had little arguments had stopped arguing over a month ago. Maggie, her mother was busy organizing the house, which meant emptying every nook and cranny, including each closet and cupboard in the old farm house. Her father John was consumed, as he was every summer since before she was born, dodging rain and summer storms while crop session was in full swing. 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa and Alex were already skipping out on helping due to fall sports practice and try outs. As a senior Alex was playing football for the first time this year. He had always wanted to try out but things were very busy on the farm. Maggie insisted her husband encourage him. It was his last year in high school and she wanted him to fully experience it. Alex had been very withdrawn since the accident which killed his two cousins five years ago. Jason and Jasper were the same age as Alex. They had not only been cousins but the best of friends. 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa and Jade went to the pond after field hockey practice to swim. They discussed their upcoming year and were excited for all the possibilities. Alex pulled in with a truck full of team mates, who piled out and jumped in to the refreshing water.
 
   “Here come the white hat boys Tessa,” Jade said grinning from ear to ear.
 
   For the past two weeks Tessa and Jade’s field hockey team had practice at the same time as the football players. Tessa and Jade would wait for Alex and Ryan and watch all the freshly showered shirtless hotties walk out of the school. The hottest ones always seemed to be wearing white hats. Tessa and Jade would sit back and take in the view.
 
   School would be different this year. Due to state and federal budget cuts to the education system a few schools in the surrounding areas were closed at the end of last year. The girls called the students from the other schools that would now be attending their school “implants”. 
 
   Tessa and Jade were laying on the raft in the sun when a bunch of white hats swam out to them. Tessa was uncomfortable in the bathing suit she wore, the attention was unwelcome. She dove in, swam to shore, and quickly grabbed her shirt to cover herself. Jade followed behind but slowly walked out of the water bending back to ring out her long black hair. She smiled at the group of white hats and slowly bent down to grab a towel and wrap the lower part of her body.
 
   Tessa picked up her shirt and tossed it at her and Jade laughed and put it on. 
 
   “You’re naughty Jade,” Tessa said and smirked.
 
   “Look at them I think naughty would be fun,” Jade said.
 
   Tessa walked to the truck and jumped in the driver’s side. Jade smiled and waved as they pulled out. Tessa noticed one of them staring and rolled her eyes and kept driving.
 
    
 
   Tessa dropped Jade off. “See you in the morning” she said as she waved goodbye. “Hi Uncle Jack,” Tessa yelled as she pulled out. He waved back. Tessa drove home to the farm.
 
   ~
 
   Jade’s alarm sounded. It was the first day of senior year and she had no desire to get out of bed so she hit snooze and rolled over.
 
   “Time to get up,” Jack, her father called up the stairs.
 
   Jade rolled over and groaned, “I’m up Dad.”
 
   She walked out her door and into the bathroom and looked in the mirror, you better fix that hair she thought, and started the shower.
 
   Jade turned seventeen in May. She was tall and well developed. Her hair was long and a deep dark black. Her parents divorced two years ago, and her mother lived an hour away. She lived with her father, a contractor. Their house was small and cozy. She was the youngest of three children including older twin brothers who would have been in there first year of college, but had died five years ago in a horrible accident. 
 
   She walked into the kitchen and her father had made pancakes, he kissed her head and asked, “What else are you wearing Jade?”
 
   She was dressed in denim shorts that were a little too short for his liking, but perfect for hers. She had on a tank top with a silver flashy design on the front. It clung to her body in all the right places. 
 
   She chewed her pancakes and lifted the white sweater off the back of the chair to show him and grinned. He shook his head and said, “That stays on all day.”
 
   “If you want a ride you’d better hurry up Jade,” her cousin Alex yelled from the door.
 
   “Have a great day baby girl,” her dad said as she grabbed her bag and flew out the door. 
 
   He watched as she ran to the truck, she looked like his exwife more and more every day. He looked at the chair and her sweater hung on the back. He grabbed it and ran to the door, “Hey” he yelled stopping them, “You forgot something,” he said handing it to her through the window as she rolled her eyes at him. 
 
   They pulled out the driveway as Alex laughed, “He wants you to cover those things up Jade,” she smacked him and sat back. Alex was the same age as her brothers but the year they died he chose to stop doing school work and ended up having to repeat the school year forcing him to graduate with his younger sister Tessa and cousin Jade.
 
   ~
 
   The house was quiet; all the kids would be up soon, if she wanted a hot shower she’d better hurry it up. Phoebe jumped up and tiptoed to the bathroom.
 
   Phoebe was seventeen and pretty with her hair cut in a medium length bob, pretty low maintenance. Her parents both died a year ago and she lived with a foster family. Phoebe’s foster family the Brooks, had ten kids in the large house. Two kids were biological, four adopted, and the other four fosters like her. She had been placed here over the summer, hoping she would not have to move again for a while. She liked this family way better than the last family she had been placed with. A new school awaited her: a school where no one knew about her ugly past. She was happy for a new start.
 
   Becca was waiting for the shower when Phoebe walked out. Becca was exceptionally tall and thin, she had long curly hair and big green eyes. She was a classic beauty, her outside matched her inside. Deep down she loved what her parents had done by taking in all these kids but sometimes she wished they had more time for her. She and Phoebe were the same age and she liked her. Phoebe did not walk into the house for the first time with a chip on her shoulder; she was sweet and had a lost look in her eyes. She seemed at home here. 
 
   “You ready for today?” Becca asked her with a smile.
 
   “I think so,” Phoebe replied, “are you?” 
 
   “Most definitely, there are fewer chores to do now that we are back in school,” she said with a big smile as she walked into the bathroom. 
 
   Becca was seventeen and had spent most of the summer at one camp or another; she hadn’t spent a lot of time at home. The time she did spend at home was consumed by chores, camp, church, and helping with the kids. Unlike for most kids, school was a much needed break from the crazy busy summer.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa was almost eighteen, she was medium height and she had developed over the summer, she was not fond of her new body and much preferred the boyish build she carried last year. She had long blonde hair that hung to her waist and big sparkling blue eyes that people often mistook for contact lenses. She was the third in the family of five. She lived on a farm just down the road from Becca’s family. 
 
   “Tessa honey it’s time to come down, breakfast is going to get cold,” Maggie yelled. 
 
   Tessa grabbed her clothes she had set out the night before. She had picked up knee length khaki shorts and a light blue baggy tee. She wanted to cover up those stupid and unfamiliar mounds of flesh. She went and showered and was the last to get up, so today Tessa got the cold shower. 
 
   Tessa’s siblings were, Molly her twenty year old sister, she was attending community college, and planned to get her bachelors when she finished. Alex was nineteen and on the football team for the first time this year. Kendall was a 15 year old tomboy, and Jake was 14. Her parents, Maggie and John Ross, had been married for 21 years, high school sweethearts. Things were not good between them at all. Tessa knew it was only a matter of time as she had overheard many arguments.
 
   Tessa was dressed and sitting at the table when Alex pulled in after picking up Jade. She ran out and got in the truck. The stupid smelly school bus as Kendall and Jake called it was here, Maggie took pictures and watched as her two youngest got on. How could this have happened? 
 
   ~
 
   Jade started to decorate her locker, she was putting in a mirror when she realized she had the sweater on, she stuck her tongue out at herself and took it off and smiled. Tessa’s locker was next to hers as usual, cousins with the same last name. 
 
   “You’re remodeling already” Tessa laughed.
 
   Jade and Tessa stood and watched as Becca and Phoebe walked towards them as they went in search for their lockers. Jade and Tessa waited and they walked towards the auditorium. 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa and Jade were cousins and they had been close since the day they were born. They walked through the hallway together “Too bad we missed cheerleading tryouts,” Jade said as they passed by the group of varsity football players, she raised her eyebrows and looked in their direction.
 
   “Too bad?” Tessa said loudly, “Thank God! I would not be caught dead cheering on some Neanderthals,” as the same dark haired boy raised his eyebrows and smirked at her again. He was one of the white hat boys, the cutest, but what did he think he was looking at? She blushed and scowled.
 
   “Damn,” Luke said, as he ogled Tessa walking by, “Nice eats.”
 
   “That’s my sister Links,” Alex said giving him a back off look. 
 
   “Nice,” Tommy said grinning at Jade.
 
   “Step off boys,” Alex growled.
 
   “You may want to watch it. You’re on my team now,” Luke said shutting his locker.
 
   “I’ve been on theirs for seventeen years,” Alex growled.
 
   “Ease up Ross, I was just enjoying the scenery,” Luke said smiling at him.
 
   ~
 
   Jade and Tessa sat in the auditorium, Becca and Phoebe sat next to them. They compared schedules and found they were all in the honors classes together. Becca and Jade had P.E. and study hall together, and Tessa and Phoebe shared the same P.E. and government class.
 
   The football team sat in the row in front of them, Jade kicked Tessa and smiled. Tessa rolled her eyes at Jade and looked up and Luke was staring back at her, with a half-smile. She turned away; “Tessa,” Jade said “he was checking you out.” Tessa shook her head back and forth looking down. 
 
   Mr. Camp the school Principal took the stage, “Welcome back students. As you know we have merged with some other schools due to state budget cuts. This school belongs to all of us, let’s treat each other with respect as we all transition,” he said. He gave the normal first day speech, went over the rules, and told us of upcoming sign ups, games, the pep rally, and the fall festival. 
 
   Jade saw Tommy look back at her and she smiled. He was cute, and she could not believe he was looking at her. Tessa saw them exchange glances throughout the assembly and laughed to herself. She also noticed, when she allowed herself to look up, Luke staring right through her with a devilish grin. 
 
   The assembly ended and the girls had all decided that they would sign up for chorus; they stood in line to sign up. “Jade, that white hat was checking you out,” Tessa said and laughed. 
 
   “His buddy was checking you out,” she laughed, “They are both yummy,” Jade said grinning. 
 
   They finally got to sign ups and Jade wrote her name on the list, “Jade Ross,” Tommy said and winked at her, “Cool now I have a name to go with that pretty face,” he smiled and walked away.
 
   Tessa and Jade laughed as Tessa wrote her name and they turned to see Luke staring at her. She rolled her eyes at him and walked away, “Tessa!” Jade scolded her as the bell rang and they went to their first class, English.
 
   ~
 
   Their teacher Mr. Mandel gave them their list of required reading for the year and an outline of assignments and due dates. Tessa looked over the list and it was mainly Eighteenth Century English literature, and she hoped she would like it. 
 
   ~
 
   Jade and Becca had study hall next, they were allowed to go outside in the quad because no one had any homework yet. Becca and Jade sat under the tree at the far end. Frankie and Mark, juniors came over. “Ladies,” Frankie said “Looking fine this year.”
 
   “Hey Frankie,” Jade said smiling as Becca looked away annoyed.
 
   “Jade,” Tommy said walking up behind Frankie “Is this boy bothering you?” Jade smiled at him and looked down, holy cow she thought. “Jade you don’t want to play with the little soccer boys now do you?” he asked without waiting for an answer, “Can I get your number Jade, you know to check in with you to see if these boys are bugging you.” 
 
   “I want your girl Tessa’s number,” Luke said his eyes narrowing.
 
   “Jade can you give those to us please?” Tommy asked smiling.
 
   “Sure,” she said, “Since you asked so nicely, got a pen?” she asked coolly.
 
   “I will always ask you nicely,” he said with a wink and took the paper. She blushed and looked down, he brushed into Frankie, as he walked away.
 
   “Douche bag!” Frankie said under his breath.
 
   “What did you just say?” Luke asked and got in Frankie’s face.
 
   “I said Douche bag!” Frankie stepped towards him.
 
   Becca and Jade jumped up and stood between them. 
 
   “Please just walk away,” Jade said to Luke.
 
   “You owe me Jade for not kicking that punk’s ass,” Luke yelled as he walked by.
 
   “Na dude, she’s saving yours,” Mark smirked.
 
   The bell rang as Luke and Tommy walked away. “Call me!” Frankie yelled in his best girl voice holding his hand to his ear mocking Tommy and Luke.
 
   Becca laughed and they walked in. The boys were harmless, they were friends, they helped on the Ross farm on weekends and over the summer. Neither had good home lives but they seem to be breaking the mold that most kids in their situation can’t seem to overcome. She had known them forever, not always the most appropriate acting crew but lots of fun. 
 
   ~
 
   Jade got a text-
 
   -Is this the pretty girl?
 
   -Who is this?...Jade
 
   -You’ll soon find out
 
   Jade laughed out loud, walking towards her locker.
 
   Tessa took her phone from her pocket and read the message she had just received. 
 
   -Tessa Ross, you are lovely..LL
 
   Jade walked up to Tessa and saw her reading a message and looking confused. “Did you get a message?” she asked.
 
   “Ya, weird I have no idea who it is,” she handed the phone to Jade who was laughing.
 
   “It’s from Luke,” Jade smirked, “He asked for your number” she shrieked.
 
   “And you gave it to him?” she said angrily.
 
   “Tommy asked for it, nicely,” she said, “I gave him both of ours,” she laughed.
 
   “Jade seriously,” Tessa said very annoyed and walked away.
 
   The bell rang and school was out, the girls all met in the locker room and got ready for field hockey. They asked Phoebe how she liked the new school, she said she loved it, much smaller school than she was used to. They walked outside and passed the football players and cheerleaders. 
 
   “Nice skirt pretty girl” they heard someone yelling at them, followed by a bunch of cat calls and howling. Jade flipped them off and kept walking.
 
   “Damn Tommy was that your girl?” Luke asked pretending to be shocked.
 
   “You’re breaking my heart pretty girl,” Tommy called after her and dropped to his knees.
 
   Jade turned around and smiled and shook her head.
 
   ~
 
   They ran to the state park that bordered the property, including the one hundred plus stairs at least ten times. “This is like basic training ladies,” Coach V yelled at them. “It will show us who is varsity field hockey material and who is not. If it’s not for you don’t bother coming back tomorrow! Half of you will make it through the next two weeks and the others will walk away. It is not for everyone ladies. We are looking for skill and heart. That’s a wrap, see you all tomorrow.” He excused them and they walked back to the school. They showered, dressed, and walked out to the back parking lot to see if Alex was there.
 
   ~
 
   “You crushed me pretty girl,” Tommy shouted from Luke’s car as Luke pulled up next to them and stopped. Jade laughed as Tommy jumped out of the car shirtless, holding his heart he fell dramatically to the ground. 
 
   Tessa stood looking at the ground, her phone vibrated and she grabbed it. She looked at her phone, a message,
 
   -You look hot Tessa…LL
 
   She rolled her eyes and ignored it and put the phone in her bag.
 
   “Is that how it’s going to be Tessa?” Luke asked leaning over towards the window flashing his perfect white half smile.
 
   “Oh I’m sorry was that from you?” Tessa asked sarcastically.
 
   “You are not used to this kind of attention are you?” he said trying to hide his smile, “You need to get used to it Tessa, I am going to be watching you.”
 
   “Sounds kind of stalker-ish, LL” she said.
 
   “No Tessa, just someone who admires your assets,” Luke smiled and looked her up and down.
 
   “Wow does that normally work for you?” she said to him and looked away annoyed. “Jade you ready?” 
 
   Jade was kneeling down laughing at Tommy, he sat up and smiled, he had a kind smile. “Can we give you ladies a lift?” he asked.
 
   “Sure,” Jade said, “We were going to walk to Tessa’s house.”
 
   “Thank you for accepting,” he said bowing down to her, he pointed his hand to the back. She followed him and climbed in. 
 
   “Looks like you’re up here with me,” Luke smiled at Tessa and leaned across and pushed the door opened. She got in and buckled her seat belt and crossed her arms over herself. 
 
   Jade and Tommy were in the back of the car. Tessa looked back and saw them laughing as Tommy pointed to the clouds through the side window resting his head on her shoulder.
 
   “That one looks like a monkey,” he said “Do you like animals?” he asked.
 
   “Yes, I do, why?” Jade asked.
 
   “Just wondering? I want to know everything about you, you are perfect on the outside, and funny, I just want to know you pretty girl, is that alright?” He asked.
 
   “I guess so,” she smiled, “Since you asked so nicely.”
 
   “I told you Jade,” he continued, “I always will.”
 
   They drove down Main Street and Luke saw a blonde looking towards his car “Oh shit,” he said, “Don’t ask questions, bend down and hide.” Tessa did and waited there till he told her it was okay to sit up. “Sorry Tessa, crazy ex.”
 
   Tessa rolled her eyes “That will not happen again,” This is so uncomfortable, she thought.
 
   Jade and Tommy talked and laughed the rest of the way. She looked happy. Jade tapped on Luke’s shoulder “Could you pull up this road and let us off, I don’t want my aunt and uncle to get upset about us riding with you guys.”
 
   Luke pulled over and reached across the car and pushed the release on her seat belt, his hand stayed on her leg for a moment before she started to get out, “Tessa I think you’re hot, and you’d have to agree I am not bad on the eyes either, think about it. I would love to spend time with you Tessa Ross,” he squeezed her hand and she jumped out.
 
   “Thank you for the ride,” Tessa said, she shook her head and waited for Jade.
 
   Tommy gave Jade his hand as she jumped out, he smiled at her, “Come to my game this weekend” he asked.
 
   “My cousin play’s Tommy, I will be there,” she smiled.
 
   “Oh that’s right, well when I make a touchdown and hold my hand like this,” he grinned making his fingers into a J, “you know I will be thinking of you pretty girl.”
 
   She laughed and walked towards Tessa. “He is so cute, and funny, and he really likes me” Jade said grinning ear to ear. She talked the whole way home about the J when he made a touchdown and how he called her pretty girl. She liked this boy.
 
   What does this Tommy have a parrot fetish Tessa wondered? They walked into the farm house and there were suit cases in the kitchen, Jade gave Tessa a questioning look, Tessa shrugged her shoulders. She knew it was coming but wasn’t thinking it would be this soon. Jade called her dad for a ride and he answered from the barn, “I am here with John,” he said “Meet me at the truck.”
 
   “Dad’s waiting outside, call me later Tessa,” Jade gave her a hug and walked out.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa’s parents sat the kids down at the table and told them they needed a break from one another, but it was nothing to do with them. Maggie had an apartment about ten miles away and was going there tonight. The kids were going to stay at home for the week to not disrupt school. They did not get to or have to choose who they stayed with. There was no discussion or choices about this, as in most cases the adults in the situation made the decisions. Maggie was going to get the apartment set up so for the next two days they were definitely staying at home. Kendall and Jake cried but the others said nothing.
 
    Tessa put her shoes on and went for a walk to her favorite thinking place. She walked behind the barn then ran down the dirt road as fast as she could to reach the edge of the woods. She started down the trail and began to cry. Hypocrites she thought, one love, one marriage, and family first. She had tried her whole life to live up to their expectations and now this. “What the fuck!” she screamed, and it felt good.
 
    She walked down and sat next to the water; she threw stones and watched the water crash down over the rocks. Ironic, she thought. She could see the sun starting to set behind the towering pine trees and decided to head back up the trail towards home. She realized her legs were sore and slowed down a bit. 
 
   When she reached the edge of the woods she saw her sister Molly with her boyfriend Cory making out. Damn it this is embarrassing, she thought. She cleared her throat loudly as she walked out of the woods.
 
    “You okay Tessa?” Cory asked.
 
    She shook her head yes and started to jog home.
 
   ~
 
   Molly and Cory had dated for three years; he was in his second year of college. He kissed her head and told her everything would be alright, she kissed him deeply, his kiss was intoxicating and took her mind off of what was going on around her. Her mother had told her that morning and she called him, he drove four hours home. She would be going to a college an hour away from him next fall, after finishing her two year degree at a local community college. 
 
   “Molly we should walk up to the house, I need people around, and you’re driving me crazy,” She kissed him again and placed her hand on his knee and began moving it up his leg, he was holding his breath and finally let it out, “Molly damn it, stop.” He said. She began to cry, “Hey, hey, don’t cry, I just don’t want it to be like this, and you would hate me,” he said hugging her.
 
   “I hate you right now,” she said pulling away from him, “Now I am embarrassed.”
 
   “Don’t be,” he said taking her hand, he pulled her up and hugged her, “I love you, and I want to, just not under these circumstances.” They walked back to the house arm in arm.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa walked in the house and grabbed her phone. Three missed calls from Jade and two text messages. She ignored them all and started the shower, her third today. She got out, wrapped a towel around her head, grabbed her robe, and ran upstairs to the girls room. She threw on a tee shirt and pajama shorts and walked downstairs. Kendall sat on the couch with Jake and her Dad was on the phone. She put her butt between Jake and Kendall and scooted it back and forth like a broom sweeping stairs, so that she could sit with them. They both had red eyes and snuggled into her as she hugged and kissed them. “So crazy cousin Jade has called three times, I think she thinks we are really upset. We should take a picture of us making super silly faces and send it to her so she doesn’t worry,” Tessa said and they smiled and took about twenty crazy-faced pictures and sent them all to Jade. She finally texted, 
 
   -Glad to see your all still nuts, see you in the morning…Jade
 
   “Can we sleep in your bed Tessa?” Kendall asked.
 
   “Well that may be a little tight but maybe we could all get our sleeping bags and sleep on the deck,” she said.
 
   “Could we really Tessa on a school night, won’t Dad be mad?” she asked.
 
   “Look at him. He won’t even notice,” she said. The kids could sense her sadness by the sound of her voice. “But that’s why this is going to be so cool,” she laughed tickling them.
 
   ~
 
   Jade knew that Tessa must be hurting, but she kept herself very busy taking care of the kids. She would be crushed if they were hurting. She couldn’t help herself. When they were kids and the cows on the farm gave birth she was always there. One time the uterus came out, the farm help said the cow had cast its withers, and Tessa stayed with the cow for three hours keeping her uterus wet and covered until the vet came. It was three in the morning, and she continued talking about it for a year. Tessa was all heart.
 
   Jade received a text message, it was from Tommy,
 
   -hey pretty girl, I was just thinking about u, T
 
   -what were you thinking? J
 
   -about how much fun I had with you, you are a lot of fun to be around, T
 
   -yes, yes I am :)…J
 
   - I would like to take you out this weekend…unless you have a boyfriend… T
 
   -I don’t know I am a pretty busy girl…no boyfriend…u have a girlfriend…J
 
   -not yet…working on it…T
 
   -well if she will be upset by you taking me out, I don’t think you should take that chance…J
 
   - Oh Jade I am ready to take that chance…T
 
   -I will check my schedule, time for bed, very tired…J
 
   - Sweet dreams pretty girl…T
 
   -they will be now…J
 
   Wow, she thought, he is so perfect, cute, funny, athletic, and into hot chicks, she laughed as she smiled the biggest cheesiest smile. She fell backwards and kicked her feet in the air, he’s working on it. It’s going to be a great year, she rolled over and turned out her light, hugged her pillow and fell asleep smiling sweetly. 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa’s phone chimed.
 
   -Tessa Ross, do you know how gorgeous you are? I don’t think you do. I want to get to know you much better. If I am wasting my time let me know…Lucas Links.
 
   She stared at the phone and shook her head and threw the phone on the table. She tossed and turned and grabbed her phone and read it again. Seriously, he was pushy she thought, but he was very cute even without the white hat. I can’t do this now. He made me hide, what the hell am I even considering this for? Well at least it takes my mind off this train wreck. She fell asleep.
 
   Tessa woke up remembering her dream. He was smiling at her in her dream, and he kissed her. She kissed him back and she had a ring on her finger. What was that about she wondered as she walked in the bathroom to get ready for school. 
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter2]Chapter 2
 
   Jade woke and jumped in the shower; she got out and dried her hair. She ran down to her room and tried to find something to wear. She finally settled on a denim shorts romper and a short black cardigan, she grabbed black cowgirl boots and stepped into them. She looked in the mirror and knew she looked good.
 
   Her father yelled for her to wake up as she skipped into the kitchen and gave him a kiss on the cheek, “Good Morning Daddy,” she said smiling. 
 
   “You’re awfully chipper this morning,” Jack said.
 
   “Excited about school Daddy, I think it’s gonna be a great year,” Jade smiled.
 
   “You have a lot of classes with Tessa this year?” he asked.
 
   “I do, and field hockey,” Jade said, “How is Uncle John?”
 
   “He is hurting but it’s a very busy time of year for him. I will be there a lot so I am hoping you can meet me there after practice for a couple weeks,” he said.
 
   “Sure, I would love that,” Jade beamed.
 
   The horn honked. It was Alex. She grabbed a banana, kissed her Dad, and ran out the door.
 
   Jade arrived at school early and walked in with her cousins. Tommy was standing at the door waiting for her, “Good morning,” he said. She blushed and waved running up the stairs.
 
   He looked at Alex and smiled, “Your cousin is very cool,” he said sincerely.
 
   He could see Alex was angry, “You better back off man.”
 
   “Sorry, I have no bad intentions, I just think she is a cool girl,” Tommy said as he walked away.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa walked in and saw Jade all smiles. Sassy Jade was now goofy smiley Jade. It looked good on her.
 
   Jade reached in her Vera and grabbed her phone, a new message from Tommy. She giggled as she read it.
 
   -uh oh, the cousin is not happy pretty girl…T
 
   -what did you do?!?!?! J
 
   -nothing…just that I thought u were cool…T
 
   -Well he should know that already, lol…J
 
   The bell rang; and the day was to begin.
 
   Throughout the day Tommy and Jade texted back and forth, while Tessa continued to ignore Luke’s texts.
 
   Alex was sitting at lunch with his friends Jeff and Mike. “How are you guys doing?” Mike asked. 
 
   “Fine, just busy,” Alex said. “After practice we need to get the hay in the barn because not much got done yesterday, ya know.”
 
   “We can help,” Jeff said smiling.
 
   Alex looked relieved and replied coolly, “That would be great.” 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa, Jade, Becca, and Phoebe sat at lunch and read the texts that Jade had received. She was freakishly happy. Tommy walked in and bent over Jade’s shoulder and grabbed a carrot off her tray. “Hey pretty girl,” he said as he shoved the carrot in his mouth and winked at her. Luke sat next to Tessa and Tommy next to Jade. Holy awkward, Jade thought.
 
   Luke smiled and whispered, “Your phone broke Tessa?”
 
   “Nope, just been busy,” she said avoiding eye contact.
 
   The blonde, Sadi, and the cheerleaders walked in and upon seeing them sitting there with the boys, they walked by glaring at Tessa and Becca who simply looked down. “What’s going on guys, sitting at the kiddy table now?” Sadi hissed.
 
   “Hey girls, this is Jade,” Tommy smiled. 
 
   “Seriously,” Sadi said as she glared at her and walked away.
 
   “Nice meeting you, um ladies,” Phoebe yelled after them. They all laughed. 
 
   “So Jade, what do I have to do to win your cousin over?” Tommy asked in a loud whisper.
 
   “Good luck,” Jade said.
 
   “No one will be worthy of Jade. She is the princess,” Tessa spoke.
 
   “And how about you Tessa, how does one win you over?” Luke asked.
 
   Becca and Phoebe gasped; they didn’t know anything about this potential budding relationship. The bell rang moving Tessa to stand and glare at Luke, who laughed. He and Tommy sat and finished their lunch. Luke turned to see Sadi looking at him. He glared at her and walked out.
 
   ~
 
   The girls were walking out to practice and the boys stood there. Tommy was smiling at Jade, and she smiled back raising her eyebrows. Practice was going to be a long one today, including first the dreaded stairs and then running back to do skill sets. Fortunately, they practiced in the field next to the football players. The boys practice ended. Tommy overheard Alex talking to some team mates about the hay they were going to do and offered him help.
 
   “No fu..” Ryan started, but stopped himself.
 
   “Sure man, we could get it done much faster with extra help,” Alex aid smiling.
 
   Luke and Tommy said they would be right up. Alex laughed, “Those two won’t last five minutes.” 
 
    
 
    
 
   ~
 
   They all piled into the truck and moved hay wagons around. Three cars pulled in. Alex watched as half the team piled out of the vehicles. Tommy and Luke walked up in jeans and t-shirts. There were eight wagons to unload into the main barn. 
 
   Tessa and Jade walked up the hill from town. It was a very hot late summer day, and as they got closer they saw the vehicles in the driveway. Her Dad met them at the door, “Hey girls you want to go get some jugs of water and cups? Alex brought some hay help. We may have to feed them. There’s a lot of hay,” he smiled and walked away.
 
   “Wow there’s a lot of vehicles here. No way, Tessa is that Luke’s car?” Jade asked.
 
   “I do believe so,” she said shaking her head.
 
   Kendall and Jake ran out and hugged their sister. She grabbed them and kissed them asking, “How was school?” They told her about their day as she walked in to get the water jugs together. They pulled out hamburgers and hot dogs to grill later. 
 
   “Kendall and Jake will you guys go out back and grab a couple dozen ears of corn?” Tessa asked. They ran carrying a large basket between them. 
 
   “What’s going on out there?” Molly asked as she walked out of the family room taking a break from her homework.
 
   “We have to feed and water the dogs,” Tessa said rolling her eyes. 
 
   The first load was done and Alex, Frankie, Ryan, Tommy, and Luke slid down the hay elevator. Jade and Tessa carried out the big green water jug. The boys were all dripping with sweat. Tommy poured a cup of water over his head and shook his hair. Jade smiled wildly at Tessa, as he took his shirt off and drank down a large glass of water. He was beautiful, Jade thought. Great definition in his chest and his abs rippled. He had a little bit of hair going down his belly. She bit her lip and smiled at him, while he laughed and smiled back. He was perfect with his brown hair and green eyes standing about six feet and just smoking hot, Jade thought.
 
   Luke watched as Tessa handed out cups of water finally bringing him one. He had taken off his shirt as well, and he was just as hot as Tommy. “Thanks Tessa,” he smiled.
 
   “Thank you for your help Luke, it was very nice of you,” Tessa smiled shyly at him.
 
   “And she can smile,” he joked. “All I have to do is sweat my ass off throwing hay. Good to know.” 
 
   “Tessa, Tessa, we have the corn. Can we help you make dinner for all the boys?” Kendall and Jake asked.
 
   “Sure,” Tessa said smiling like a child as she rubbed her brother’s head, “Can you start husking the corn? I will be over in a minute.” 
 
   “Tessa, you are making me dinner?” Luke smirked. “Our first date,” he smiled, drank down his water, and jumped up nose to nose with her. She stopped breathing as he stood there for a moment looking her directly in the eyes before he scaled the elevator up to the mow. 
 
   The last load was done two hours later; it was eight but still light out. John invited the boys to the pond, where Tessa, Jade, and the two little ones had gone up an hour ago with coolers and their suits. The boys all followed John. They parked their cars at the top of the driveway and hopped in the back of the pickup.
 
   ~
 
   They drove down the long dirt driveway until they reached it. “Man it’s beautiful down here Ross,” Tommy said. 
 
   They all jumped out and ran to the dock jumping in with their jeans on. Jade and Tessa laughed, they set the two picnic tables. Kendall and Jake were on the floating dock and the boys joined them. They rocked it back and forth and took turns launching them into the water. Tessa rang the big bell, and they all started swimming in. Tessa and Jade just stood and watched. They had brought a couple towels for the kids and they dried off. They made a plate for Jake, Kendall, and themselves and sat at the opposite table with the kids and John.
 
   She saw her mom’s car pulling down the driveway. It was Friday night and the little two were going with Maggie for the weekend. Tessa’s eyes narrowed as she saw her mother, and her father saw this and kicked her under the table. “She’s your mom Kiddo. Go say hi,” she looked at him and scowled. “Now,” he insisted and she stomped her feet as she walked to meet her. The kids hugged her and jumped in the car, excited to see mom’s new place.
 
   “When will you two be stopping down?” Maggie asked after she had hugged them each.
 
   “When will you be coming home?” Tessa asked with a nasty tone.
 
   She turned and started walking away her mother calling after her. “Mom, give her time,” Alex said, “This isn’t cool at all for us ya know. We need time,” he kissed her and opened the car door for her, “See you at my game in the morning,” he said. 
 
   Jade watched as Tessa ran to the dock and dove into the pond. She walked to the dock watching her surface, then ran and did a cannon ball right next to her. They both laughed as they swam to the floating dock pulling themselves up and sitting cross legged, “You alright Tessa?” Jade asked.
 
   “Yep, just pissed,” she said.
 
   Jade shook her head yes and put her arm around Tessa. They heard a large splash from the dock and looked up; Ryan and Frankie were swimming towards them. They stood up as the boys pulled themselves up on the raft. Ryan grabbed Jade while Frankie grabbed Tessa and tossed them in. They all laughed and suddenly the girls remembered they had company. They looked at each other and giggled. 
 
   Alex went to get some wood, and Luke and Tommy followed them to help. They saw the cabin sitting in a clearing, “Nice,” Tommy said, “Is this your place Alex?”
 
   “It’s our families,” he said “deer camp.”
 
   “Very cool,” Luke said.
 
   They all walked back to the pond and started a bonfire, “Hey boys,” John said, “Thanks for your help, I am going to head back home, anyone need a lift up the hill?” no one accepted, “Alright then you have two hours tops, you need to get to bed, big game tomorrow.”
 
   “Alright Dad, could you call Uncle Jack and let him know where we are?” Alex asked wanting to be sure Jack knew where Jade was. He shook his head and waved as he walked to the truck and got in and drove away. 
 
   The four finally got out of the pond and Alex tossed them towels. 
 
   The fire had died down and they started to put it out. They walked towards the trucks parked at the edge of the field. “Tommy and Luke ride with us,” Jade yelled as she and Tessa jumped in the front, they jumped in the back and followed Alex, Ben, Ryan, and Frankie up the hill. 
 
   Tessa and Jade pulled over to let them out at Luke’s car. The boys jumped out of the back, and Alex pulled out of the driveway with a wave. Luke walked over to the car and grabbed his and Tommy’s sweatshirts off the seat where he saw an envelope with money for each of them, and he grabbed them. The girls were standing outside the truck talking to Tommy. Luke walked over, “Hey Tessa could you give this back to your Dad, and let him know that we offered and had a great time.” 
 
   He took Tommy’s shirt and threw it to him. At the same time they placed them over the girl’s heads as they smiled and put them on. 
 
   “Great first date,” Luke said to Tessa. 
 
   She immediately looked at the ground, “Thanks for your help.”
 
   “Pizza and a movie tomorrow night?” Tommy asked Jade.
 
   “Well we will see. I think it’ll take a lot more free help than that to win Alex over,” Jade smiled.
 
   “We shall see,” he said and they started to leave. “See ya at the game pretty girl,” Tommy said as he hopped in the car.
 
   The girls jumped in the truck and laughed as they followed them down the road. 
 
   Tessa and Jade pulled in the driveway and saw Alex standing next to the truck waiting. Ryan and Frankie were pulling out and waved. They both hopped out and walked up to Alex.
 
   “Nice sweatshirts,” Alex said rolling his eyes.
 
   “I think it was nice of them,” Jade said smiling.
 
   Tessa handed her brother the envelopes, “Yes it was,” she agreed, “See you tomorrow,” she said as she walked in the house.
 
   Jade jumped in the truck, and Alex took her home, “Do you like them now?”
 
   “Too early to tell,” Alex answered.
 
   They pulled in the driveway. Jade jumped out and walked into the house. Jade went into the bathroom and brushed her teeth. She took off her clothes and put the sweatshirt back on and walked to her room. She sat on her bed and smelled the shirt as she giggled and texted Tessa.
 
   -does your new sweatshirt smell as good as mine?!?!?!...J
 
   -yes it does, goodnight… sweatshirt dreams…I mean sweet dream, lol…T
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   Jade woke up and smiled as she smelled her new favorite shirt. It was cleaning day, she thought which took the cheesy grin off her face. She went to the bathroom, brushed her teeth, and pulled her hair up in a bun. She went back into her room and took off the sweatshirt and laid it on her pillow. She threw on a tee-shirt and shorts, getting ready to clean the house. 
 
   She grabbed her phone to send a text.
 
   -Good luck today…J
 
   -Wow good morning pretty girl, that’s the first time you have texted me first, I like it…T
 
   -LOL…J
 
   - My sweatshirt keep you warm last night…T
 
   - Actually it did, just took it off…J
 
   - I don’t know which part I like the best….T
 
   -?????? J
 
   -my shirt keeping you warm all night, or the part about you taking it off …T
 
   -Hm!...J
 
   -too much??...T
 
   -YES!!!...J
 
   -Sorry pretty girl, just being honest…T
 
   - Like honestly…but slow down boy…J
 
   -Got it…see you later pretty girl…T
 
   ~
 
   Tessa woke up and smelled her shirt smiling faintly. Her dad knocked on the door, “Tessa you up?” he asked as he walked in. 
 
   “Yep,” she said, “It’s quiet here today.”
 
   “Too quiet,” he said sadly. “So tomorrow is your birthday and I thought maybe tonight you’d want to invite some friends up and stay at the Camp. The only thing is Alex and a couple of friends will be in tents outside to chaperone, and I have to deliver a load of hay to New Jersey. Your mom will be stopping up to check on you.”
 
   “Forget it then, I don’t want to see her. Alex will be there, Dad I don’t want to see her, especially with my friends around,” Tessa grumbled.
 
   “Okay I will see what I can do, but tomorrow we are all going to have dinner together for your birthday. Tessa, she is your Mother and regardless of what’s going on with us she does love you, no arguments, got it!” he said sternly.
 
   “Fine,” she said and grabbed her phone and texted the girls.
 
   -So Dad just said we could use the camp tonight to sleepover for my birthday, so here’s your invitation, Becca please invite Phoebe, I don’t have her number.
 
   She pushed send. 
 
   They all responded that they were coming. Tessa smiled.
 
   Tessa got up and decided to clean. She started with her bedroom. While cleaning her room she looked in the mirror, she was still wearing his sweatshirt, and it stilled smelled like his cologne. She cleaned the entire house wearing his shirt; she laughed as she slid across the wood floor in her socks like the scene in one of her mom’s favorite movies. Her mom she thought, and she felt tears well up in her eyes. She cranked up the music and danced around to Pearl Jam. She finished cleaning and headed to the shower. 
 
   Tessa texted her mother 
 
   -I am going to Alex’s game; can I pick up the kids and take them with me?...Tessa
 
   -We will meet you there…Mom
 
   -Can’t wait!...Tessa, She typed rolling her eyes
 
   -I love you Tessa…Mom
 
   She threw her phone on the bed and threw in a load of laundry. She cringed as she saw his sweatshirt soaking into the wash, “Damn IT!” she said.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa pulled into the parking lot and looked around for her friends. She saw Jade, Phoebe, and Becca sitting on the bleachers a few rows behind the cheerleaders. She rolled her eyes as she walked up. 
 
   “Nice seats,” she said as she sat.
 
   The game started, and the Saints were ahead. Luke could not throw a bad pass if he wanted to today, and between Tommy and Alex, they caught every one. With each touchdown Tommy made he would hold up his “J” and smile at Jade. Alex returned a punt and ran eighty yards to score a touchdown too. He held up his hand in a “J” and looked at her shaking his head no. Jade laughed as she saw Tommy look down shaking his head. Busted, she thought, oh great.
 
   Tessa’s mom and the kids sat behind the girls. Jake and Kendall came to sit next to her. Sadi threw nasty looks at them whenever she could. Phoebe finally looked at her and said, “Your face is going to freeze like that girl,” they all laughed. Sadi was an implant just like Luke and Tommy, and a world class snob. 
 
   The game ended and they won by twenty one points. It was their first game, and they could not have done any better. Everyone rushed the field including Jade who ran onto the field scanning the crowd for Tommy. He saw her and ran up to her, but he stopped as he saw her cousin. He started to turn around, Alex grabbed his shoulder and turned him around, “You wanna hug, Tommy boy?” he teased nodding towards Jade. 
 
   “Dude, sorry but I so do,” Tommy said and looked like he was in pain. Jade laughed as her cousin jumped up and wrapped his arms and legs around him and hugged him knocking them both to the ground. The boys laughed and Ryan reached out his hand and pulled them both up. They could not help but like Tommy, he was an all-around nice guy. 
 
   “We are going to walk away now Tommy Boy, but we will look back in ten seconds,” Alex said.
 
   Tommy smiled and ran to grab Jade. He picked her up and hugged her while he twirled her around. “Pretty girl, I think you’re a good luck charm. Can I kiss you before your cousin turns around.  Please?” he asked.
 
   “Since you asked so nice,” she said before kissing him first. 
 
   They walked off the field holding hands and smiling at each other as Alex tried to keep it together.
 
   Tessa, Kendall, and Jake looked for Alex. “Hey Tessa that’s the boy that was at our house last night,” Kendall said as they walked by Luke.
 
   “Hey, haymow boy,” Jake yelled to Luke who stood in a crowd of cheerleaders. “You played awesome,” he yelled.
 
   Tessa looked down feeling her face turn red as she saw him laugh and smile at her. He walked towards them receiving Jake’s hi five. “Thanks little man,” he said, “Do you think your sister liked the game?”
 
   “You bet she did. She smiled a lot more today than usual,” her eyes widened as she continued looking at the ground. 
 
   Alex came up smiling and Tessa spoke, “Great game, you guys played well together,” she said.
 
   Alex smiled, “We did,” he patted Luke’s shoulder.
 
   “What’s this haymow boy shit Luke?” Sadi yelled from behind Tessa as she shoved her causing her to fall into Luke.
 
   Luke caught her, “Back off Sadi. I told you two weeks ago that we are done.” He looked down at Tessa who was still in his arms, “You okay?” 
 
   Her eyes narrowed, “I’m fine,” she turned around and looked at Sadi, “You need to watch your mouth in front of kids, especially these ones.”
 
   “Kiss my ass farm girl,” retorted Sadi, and she reached out to shove her again.
 
   Luke caught her hand, “Back off Sadi,” and slowly released it.
 
   “You boys enjoying the homegrown Prosti tots now?” Sadi hissed.
 
   Alex grabbed the kid’s hands and took Tessa’s arm. “I will catch up in a minute,” she said to him through her teeth. 
 
   Alex smiled at her and walked away shaking his head.
 
   “Now that the kids are gone, Barbie gone badly, I am only going to tell you this once. If you ever put your hands on me again I will kick your ass all over my town,” Tessa growled and looked at Luke asking, “You done with this trash now?” He smiled and shook his head yes. “Alright then,” Tessa said.
 
   “Your threats don’t scare me bitch,” Sadi yelled. 
 
   Tessa smiled at her and walked into Luke. She looked at him and he could sense she was nervous.
 
    “I’m going to kiss you,” she whispered.
 
   “And I am going to enjoy it,” he whispered back.
 
   Tessa took Luke’s face and he lifted her up as they kissed. Luke pulled at her lip with his teeth, and she opened her mouth slowly while he gently explored her mouth with his tongue. Tessa smoothly pulled away and he let her down. 
 
   Luke took her hand and they walked off the field. Alex looked angry and stood as they walked towards Jade and Tommy who smiled.
 
    Maggie stood with the kids, clearly annoyed, she turned and said something to Alex and stormed towards Tessa, “What are you thinking young lady, that is not the way I raised you!” she yelled.
 
   Luke started to pull away and Tessa pulled him closer. “That’s right Mom, it wasn’t,” she said as she walked by, her mother grabbed her arm and pulled her back.
 
   “Tessa Ross don’t you walk away from me!” she snapped.
 
   “I may not have been raised to kiss a boy in public, but it was only to prove a point to some stupid girl Mom!” she yelled tearing up. “But as far as how I was raised,” she continued to yell, “Actions speak louder than words, and YOU taught me how to walk away!” she turned to Luke who stood looking down, and grabbed his hand walking away. 
 
   Maggie stood speechless and Alex walked up and hugged her, “None of us like this Mom, but you’re going to need to give Tessa time, she is hurting pretty bad.” He walked her and the kids to the car.
 
   Jade ran towards Tessa and hugged her, Tessa smiled reassuringly, “I am fine.”
 
   “We are going to shower; will you be here when we get done?” Tommy asked Jade.
 
   “Yes” she said, “We will.”
 
   The boys followed the rest of the team in and Tessa saw Kendall and Jake crying as they walked to the car. Luke stopped and looked at Tessa as she ran up to the kids and hugged them, “Don’t cry,” she said as she kissed their heads, “I am ok, you’re both ok, and Alex kicked butt today,” she said grinning at them, “have fun with Mom tonight I will see you all in the morning!” 
 
   “For your birthday,” Alex said.
 
   “Oh yes and I want chocolate cake, got it” she stood up and looked at her mom, “See ya Mom.”
 
   “Have fun tonight Tessa, I love you,” Maggie said.
 
   She was going to walk away and she saw them watching her, “Love you too,” she said and walked away.
 
   ~
 
   Tommy and Luke walked out. Jade smiled at Tommy and he picked her up and twirled her around. 
 
   Luke walked up to Tessa, “You okay?”
 
   She looked down, “I’m fine,” she said and the butterflies began dancing in her belly, “Sorry about all that it’s just…”
 
   Luke took her hands and she stopped talking, “Not that your point proving kiss wasn’t great, it was,” holy shit this is awkward she thought, “I really would like to try it again, you know a kiss for us, not for the hundred people who were standing around.”
 
   Her eyes widened as he lifted her chin, she quickly closed her eyes; she could not look at him. He kissed her lips gently. She gasped, and he moved to her cheek then back to her lips. He gently sucked her bottom lip pulling it lower, and her mouth opened, while his covered hers. Her head was spinning. This is nice she thought. His tongue began to explore her mouth as she started to pull back. He gently put his hand behind her head holding it to his, and her tongue met his. They kissed deeply, Luke slowly pulling his head away from hers lightly dragging his teeth down her tongue. He let go and kissed her again, this time without the tongue, parting his lips slightly so they covered hers once more and then over and over again. She wanted his tongue again, she needed his tongue again. She bit on his lip, and he opened his mouth for her to slide her tongue in slowly and cautiously explore his mouth for what seemed like ever. Luke pulled away, and Tessa slowly opened her eyes staring at his heat filled eyes. She felt her body coming back to reality, and her face burned bright red. She closed her eyes and looked down. “Damn Tessa you are so hot,” he whispered in her ear. She said nothing in return; she was still basking in the glory of her first kiss. She was pretty sure she did well. He certainly did. Luke pulled her close to his body.
 
   Tessa and Luke heard someone clear their throat and they looked up to find Jade and Tommy standing there shocked. Jade saw Tessa’s face was beet red, “You ready to go?” Jade said with her eyes wide.
 
   “Hey Tessa,” Luke smiled, “see you tonight birthday girl,” he winked at her and went to his car.
 
   She climbed in the truck and wondered what he meant as she waited for Jade. She saw his sweatshirt sitting on the seat and smiled.
 
   “Hey pretty girl, what are you thinking?” Tommy asked.
 
   “I was wondering what the heck happened to Tessa. I mean did you see that kiss, holy cow!” Jade smiled.
 
   “A little soon huh?” Tommy said testing the water.
 
   “I think so, do you?” Jade asked smiling at the ground wondering if he really thought so.
 
   “Well would it be alright if I kissed you like that?” he said.
 
   “Are you asking nicely?” she said.
 
   “Not yet, but I will be,” he said as he kissed her hand and ran to Luke’s car.
 
    
 
   ~
 
   Jade got in, and Tessa pulled up beside Luke, “Hey this is yours. I washed it,” she said as she threw it to him. He looked confused as she pulled out. She put on her sunglasses and drove towards home. 
 
   Tessa pulled in her driveway just as her phone chimed, and she picked it up and read.
 
   -why did you give it back?...Luke
 
   -what back ….Tessa
 
   - The sweatshirt...Luke
 
   -it didn’t smell like you…Tessa
 
   I actually sent it. What the heck possessed me to do that? Am I losing my mind? I must be.
 
   -good to know…Luke
 
   “Did Luke tell you your brother invited him and Tommy to tent camp with them tonight?” Jade asked.
 
   “WHAT! You’re kidding me!” Tessa replied.
 
   “Oh that’s right, he wouldn’t have had a chance to with his tongue lodged down your throat!” Jade said laughing.
 
   “Jade, seriously, why? Did he say why?” Tessa pleaded.
 
   “Nope, all I know is they had to agree to go to church in the morning with us,” she laughed.
 
   “And they did?” Tessa asked. 
 
   “Yes, Tommy had to call his parents to make sure it was alright to miss church with them, and they said yes,” Jade beamed.
 
   Tessa shook her head; they got everything ready for their overnight and loaded them in the truck. Tessa grabbed a bottle out of the liquor cabinet. Jade looked at her, “What are you doing Tessa?” Jade gasped.
 
   “It’s my birthday party, and I may want a drink. I may also want my favorite cousin to have a drink with me,” Tessa laughed. 
 
   “I don’t think that’s a good idea Tessa,” Jade said. 
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter4]Chapter 4
 
   Tessa and Jade got to the pond and the boys had set tents up already. It wasn’t as warm today as yesterday but still good enough to swim. Tessa waved at Alex, Tommy, and Luke as she drove down the driveway to the camp. They were unloading the truck when Alex, Tommy, and Luke walked in with their arms full. They were talking about the game and going over it play by play. Tessa grabbed a white cardboard box and carefully broke it flat. She grabbed some markers out of the drawer and wrote in big block letters, coloring in each as she drew it, “DOE CAMP.” She set it up on the counter and cleared her throat loudly. 
 
   “What’s that supposed to mean?” Alex asked laughing.
 
   Becca and Phoebe came in so Tessa smiled at them.
 
   Tessa replied matter of factly, “My dearest brother we watched an almost three hour game. As a matter of fact I believe your mother videoed it. I have to suffer having a chaperone that is just a year older than I am, who invited friends to join him. While you are in here for the next eighteen hours it’s Doe Camp, not testosterone driven kill stories, farting, burping, and no more football today. As a matter of fact, I have decided you’re not my chaperone; you’re my servant tonight, and you may find yourself painting our toenails,” she said.
 
   “I am absolutely positive that’s the most I have ever heard you say,” Luke said laughing.
 
   “If you would keep your tongue out of her mouth long enough she may be able to talk,” Jade joked laughing.
 
   Alex turned red, and he covered his ears saying, “I don’t want to hear anymore, but it best not go any further than that.” 
 
   “Seriously,” Tessa gasped, her face turning red.
 
   She felt Luke looking at her, and she looked up at him, smiled, and shook her head.
 
   “Alright boys the princess has spoken so let’s go cook some grub,” Alex said.
 
   “What’s for dinner?” Tessa asked.
 
   “It’s a surprise,” Alex said as they followed him out.
 
   “What’s this about a tongue down your throat Tessa?” Phoebe asked after the boys left the camp.
 
   Tessa turned red and shook her head, “Let me give you the details because I had front row seats to the second act,” Jade said.
 
   Jade told them what happened to her and Tessa after the game. She talked forever about how much of a gentleman Tommy was unlike the way Luke acted with Tessa.
 
   Phoebe was very interested in the details asking, “Did you like it Tessa? I mean did he taste nasty, and did you want to push him off you?” she asked.
 
   “No Phoebe, he tasted hot and sweet, a little like cinnamon. To be honest I did not want him to stop kissing me; I wished it could have lasted forever,” she spoke innocently like a child.
 
   ~
 
   Luke cleared his throat from the door, “Dinner is ready ladies.”
 
    They started filing out as he held the door for them. He put his arm in front of Tessa before she could walk out. 
 
   “Luke please let me pass. I am too embarrassed to look at you right now,” she said in a shaky quiet whisper.
 
   “I don’t want you to be embarrassed; I want you to be able to tell me things like that. Look at me please,” Luke begged as she looked up at him, and he tried to hold back his amusement, “You are so cute right now, so incredibly innocent. Can I ask you a question?” he asked.
 
   “If you let me look away so I do not throw up on your feet,” she said as he started laughing. “You’re an ass,” she said trying to duck under his arm. 
 
   He grabbed her and spun her around so her back was to him, “Is that better?” she shook her head yes. “Okay, now my question. How many guys have been lucky enough to kiss you?” he asked.
 
   “Five,” Tessa said, and he laughed out loud. She elbowed him hard in the stomach. 
 
   “Tessa, don’t be angry with me,” he responded. How could I not be, you ass, she thought, “How many were not related to you?” he asked with a hint of sarcasm in his voice.
 
   “Is it any of your business?” she asked coldly trying to pull away from him.
 
   “I want to know,” he said gently.
 
   “Fine, none that was my first real kiss Luke. Are you happy? My first kiss,” she said. 
 
   “I am so glad,” he said his breath hot against her neck, “It was the most amazing kiss I have ever had. Tessa I have kissed a lot of girls, and you are by far my favorite: so curious, so receptive, and so incredibly hot. Thank you for answering my question. Will you look at me now?” Luke asked and let go of her.
 
   “I don’t know,” she said seriously.
 
   “Can I take your hand and walk with you to dinner?” Luke asked. 
 
   “No, you can race me,” she said and took off running while he followed. 
 
   ~
 
   When they got to the table Tessa sat and Luke joined her sitting right next to her. When a dish was passed Luke asked her if she wanted it, and if she said yes, he put it on her plate for her. They ate crab legs, Tessa’s favorite, with corn on the cob and a various assortment of salads. 
 
   Becca and Phoebe grabbed blankets and laid them on the ground near the bonfire. They turned the radio on. Tessa sat with them and Jade with Tommy. Alex and Luke stood by the fire. 
 
   “Are you having fun?” Jade asked Tommy, “What do you usually do on a Saturday night?”
 
   “I am with you; of course I am having fun, a normal Saturday night? I don’t know, last weekend we had a bunch of people over to Luke’s pool for an end of summer bash I guess. What would you normally do?” He repeated back to her.
 
   “This pretty much, hang out with family and just, hang out,” Jade said. “How many girlfriends have you had?” Uh oh, she thought, did she really want to know.
 
   “Three,” he said.
 
   “How long was your longest relationship?” Jade continued.
 
   “Six months,” Tommy said never loosing eye contact.
 
   “Would you tell me about it?” she asked.
 
   “Sure, she was in my grade at our old school, and we broke up at the end of school last year. She goes to a different school now,” Tommy said.
 
   “Did you love her?” she asked.
 
   “I thought I did,” he admitted, “but I don’t think so,” he answered honestly.
 
   “Oh,” Jade said and sat quietly. 
 
   “Is that it for the questioning”, he asked quietly. She shook her head yes. “Can I ask you a question then?” he said. She shook her head yes. “Can I take you for a walk and kiss you Jade? I mean really kiss you, please?” His eyes were intense. She looked around and everyone’s back was to them except Tessa’s, but she was busy talking to the girls so she shook her head yes. 
 
   He stood and pulled her up; they walked behind the storage shed. “Jade, one more thing, have you had many boyfriends?” he asked. 
 
   “I don’t know,” she said, confirming what he had already guessed.
 
   “It would not matter to me if you have had none or one hundred Jade,” he said taking her face in his hands, “I’ve wanted to do this since I saw you walking out of the water over there.” He kissed her neck slowly down one side and then up the other side of her face slowly. As he kissed her face he ran his finger across her lips and traced the imaginary line with his tongue. He kissed her lightly then pulled away gazing at her. He continued again with another slow kiss; one hand tangled in her long black hair, the other pulling her body close to him. He opened his mouth then closed it pulling on her lips. While his tongue rubbed her lips she opened them slightly allowing him to move it further into her mouth, as she pulled back she let out a breath and he put his mouth around hers. Their tongues danced and caressed each other. His hands lowered to her butt, but she quickly moved it up to her lower back. As he kissed her deeper and harder, she fell into him taking his assault willingly. He pulled her head to the left and kissed her neck down to her shoulder. He leaned up and kissed her lips hard again. She opened her mouth and grabbed his head as they kissed hard and deep until their lips hurt and they couldn’t breathe. Jade pulled away and laid her head on his shoulder taking deep breaths as he rubbed her back.
 
   “Thank you Jade,” he said breathing deeply as he went on, “I want you to know that was amazing, and I hope you understand I may not ask next time I kiss you because I don’t think I will be able to help myself.” They walked back to the fire hand in hand. Tommy kissed her hand as he walked towards the guys and her towards the girls. 
 
   “And then there were four,” Tessa said. “Where did you two disappear to?”
 
   “Heaven,” Jade said falling into them. 
 
   They all laughed.
 
   “Speaking of heaven we brought a cake,” Phoebe said. “Do you guys want to go back and have some?”
 
   “Hey Alex, we are going back down to have cake if you guys would like to join us,” Tessa yelled behind her as they skipped arm in arm down to Doe Camp.” 
 
   ~
 
   The guys put the fire out and walked to meet up with the girls. They had started a fire in the fireplace and changed into pajamas. The girls insisted on singing Happy Birthday and put eighteen candles on it. 
 
   “Present time,” Jade announced. 
 
   “Jade I’m not twelve, not necessary,” Tessa said annoyed.
 
   Luke smiled as he watched her face turn red. She was not like any other girl he had ever been attracted to. She was smart and kind and feisty, he liked her, a lot. 
 
   Everyone set their gifts on the table. Jade gave her a Pearl Jam CD from the concert they attended the past summer in Albany and a gift card to the movies. Becca and Phoebe gave a gift card to a movie as well; they all knew that was her favorite escape. There were two other packages; one containing a ski pass to a nearby ski resort from Tommy, and the last package was from Luke, a Vera Bradley book bag containing a teddy bear that smelled like him, his sweatshirt she had given back, and a note that said READ ME LATER. 
 
   “Thank you all,” she said and took a deep breath, “It was not necessary.”
 
   Jade saw she was uncomfortable and broke the silence yelling, “Group Hug,” Tessa finally let out a breath as they all hugged. 
 
   They played cards and laughed; they listened to music and laughed some more as they all took turns changing the words to the songs. It was a perfect night, a welcome distraction from the tension going on in her life. 
 
   ~
 
   Finally, the guys went out the front door heading to their tents. It was midnight. Alex and Tommy fell asleep, but Luke could not. He watched the girls’ shadows dancing in the cabin being silly. When things finally settled down and the cabin appeared quiet he texted Tessa.
 
   -So? Did you read my letter…Luke
 
   He saw a light glowing from the back porch as he received a response
 
   -doing it now…Tessa
 
   He walked out back and stood about ten feet from her as she read; he watched her smile and bite her lip.
 
   -you look happy, why can’t you look that way when I am looking in your eyes?
 
   She read the text and replied
 
   -I don’t know
 
   “It’s not that hard Tessa,” he said now standing next to her.
 
   She jumped then started to laugh. Luke quickly put his hand over her mouth so she wouldn’t wake anyone.
 
   “Sorry,” she whispered smiling. 
 
   “I love your smile Tessa,” Luke whispered, and she looked away.
 
   He picked up the note. “So can you answer me or do you need time?” He looked at her pulling her to sit in front of him, knee to knee. He held her face in his hands, “Please don’t look away.”
 
   “OK, “she said her eyes widening and displaying obvious nervousness. 
 
   “Tessa Ross, will you date me exclusively?” he asked.
 
   “There are a lot of crazy things going on in my life right now,” Tessa said, “I don’t want to jump into a relationship that is going to fail or that I cannot give one hundred percent to.”
 
   “Then don’t,” Luke said smiling, “Don’t let it fail Tessa. I see what’s going on in your life and it sucks. I get it, but we could be very good together. I have very strong feelings for you that I don’t want to push under the rug until a better time that may not come. But, if I am reading you wrong let me know, and I will stop pressuring you. This can be a good thing; I think we both know it,” he pushed her hair away from her face, “What do you say Tessa?”
 
   “Ok, let’s try it,” Tessa said looking down.
 
   He grabbed her face and kissed her lips, again he tugged at her bottom lip with his teeth, she responded by opening and letting his hot sweet tongue in her mouth again. She willingly let him explore. He put his hands in her hair and gently lifted her so they were on their knees. His arm wrapped around her waist and pulled her into him. She wrapped her arms around his neck and kissed him deeper. They heard rain drops lightly hit the tin roof of the cabin. She gently pulled away, and Luke put her head to his chest, she could hear his heart thumping as she tried to catch her breath. He lifted her chin and their eyes met, they smiled at each other and the rain started coming down harder. “I better get back to the tent before your brother wakes up,” he said smiling and then he kissed her and pulled her up and ran for the tent. 
 
   ~
 
   She smiled and hugged herself as she looked at her phone, its 12:15, her birthday and she has a boyfriend. It’s going to be okay, going to be okay, not as bad a year as anticipated. She walked into the cabin and Jade was creeping in the front door, they both started laughing.
 
   “What’s going on?” Becca asked sitting up rubbing her eyes.
 
   “It’s raining out,” Tessa said quickly.
 
   “Oh no, the boys are in the tent,” Phoebe said rubbing her sleepy eyes.
 
   Jade and Tessa laughed again, “Why is that funny?” Becca asked as they continued laughing.
 
   Just then, the boys stumbled in, “Looks like we are crashing in here,” Alex announced.
 
   The girls took the downstairs and the boys went up in the loft. 
 
   They packed up camp at eight o’clock and all left at nine in the morning.
 
   Once in the truck Jade and Tessa laughed as they looked at each other. “How was your night?” Tessa asked Jade.
 
   “It was amazing Tessa, he is amazing, he’s funny too and we kissed a lot. I swear my head is spinning,” Jade said beaming from ear to ear. “He asked me to be his girlfriend, and I of course said yes. I mean, why wouldn’t I? By the way, how was yours?”
 
   “Pretty much the same,” she said smiling.
 
   “Tessa, are you and Luke going out?” Jade asked excitedly.
 
   “Yes, I think so, dating exclusively, that’s the same thing isn’t it?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Yes, of course,” Jade said laughing.
 
   ~
 
   The boys walked into the church with Tessa’s father. Tommy wondered where Jade was. They sat in the third pew on the left next to Tessa’s mom and younger brother and sister. Becca and her family sat behind them. The chorus walked in and Luke smiled when he saw Tessa in the long green robe.
 
   The Pastor asked for announcements and John announced Tessa’s eighteenth birthday causing her to blush and look at Jade who sat next to her. The sermon was on adultery. This is lovely Tessa thought, Luke and Tommy won’t ever want to come again. Today youth choir would be singing, they did this once a month. Tessa, Jade, and three others stood and walked to the front of the church. Jade’s stomach flipped remembering Tommy was there and she had her very first solo. She knew Tessa would be nervous as well. Jade grabbed her hand and smiled as the pianist began to play. 
 
   Tessa wasn’t nervous because it was the same song she had sang alone as a child on stage at vacation bible school in Cape Cod while she stayed with her aunt, Blessed Be Your Name. The song began with Tessa’s solo, and she nailed it. The chorus joined and Jade’s solo was next, she sang softly and sweetly. Tessa smiled at her as the two sang the bridge together, and then squeezed her hand when she was finished. When the song ended Tommy stood up whistling and cheering. Jade’s face turned red, and she grinned at him.
 
   When church ended Tommy and Luke stood in the fellowship room with the congregation feeling a bit out of place. They saw Jade walking up to them. “Hey pretty girl,” Tommy said, “You sang beautifully,” he kissed her cheek.
 
   “Where is Tessa?” Luke asked looking around.
 
   “She’s right over there,” Jade said pointing to her talking to an attractive man who seemed to be in his late twenties. They watched as they laughed and chatted. Then the man hugged Tessa and Luke narrowed his eyes as he walked towards them.
 
   Luke touched Tessa’s back and smiled at her. She smiled back. “Hi, I’m Luke, Tessa’s boyfriend,” Luke said staring in the stranger’s eyes intensely.
 
   “Nice to meet you Luke,” he said shaking his hand. “Tessa you never told me you had a boyfriend,” he added and looked at her. “See you soon Tessa,” he said and kissed her head, “Nice meeting you Luke,” he walked away. 
 
   “Hi,” Tessa said smiling at Luke.
 
   “Hi, good job singing,” he said clearly annoyed.
 
   What just happened Tessa thought, “Oh thanks, I guess,” she said.
 
   “What? Tessa, why are YOU acting like that? I am the one who came here to be with you and you’re the one hugging some guy right in front of me,” he said through his teeth. “That’s not how I want my girlfriend to act Tessa,” he said taking her hand and pulling her through the crowd.
 
   She pulled it away from him, glared at him, and walked towards Tommy and Jade. “What were you and Pastor Zach talking about?” Jade asked Tessa smiling.
 
   Luke’s eyes widened as Tessa coolly answered her, “He asked if I would sing at his wedding next fall. Apparently he proposed Friday night.”
 
   “Awesome, she must be so happy,” Jade said smiling.
 
   Tessa wouldn’t look at Luke. Her parents and siblings said they would meet her at home in thirty minutes. “Tessa you sang beautifully,” her Mom said causing Tessa to smile before walking away.
 
   Tessa and Jade went downstairs to hang their robes and the boys followed them. “Want to see the eleventh and twelfth grade classroom? They are pretty cool,” Jade said to the boys.
 
   “I am going to the bathroom, but I’ll be right in,” Tessa said turning to walk away. 
 
   She came out to see Luke standing there. “Tessa, I’m sorry I acted like that, but I just can’t stand to see another guy touch you,” he started.
 
   “First of all, you don’t know me, and I certainly don’t know you enough to do this, this thing,” she stuttered as she began to feel her eyes burning and looked away. “My family is falling apart. With that and school, hockey, choir, church, and trying to keep things normal for my little brother and sister,” he bent down to catch her eyes momentarily distracting Tessa. She looked at him, “I’m not ready for this, not now,” she continued as a tear fell down her cheek.
 
   Luke wiped it away and hugged her. She didn’t fight him. “Don’t be sad Tessa. You weren’t sad last night. I am sorry about what just happened. I was being stupid, but this thing, as you call it, Tessa, can be the distraction you need. I’ve been through the family nonsense. Let me help you, I want to help you. I am sorry, please say you’ll forgive me?” he asked pushing her away searching her sad crystal blue eyes.
 
   “Okay, Luke, just don’t be angry at me. Ask me questions, I have never done this; I’ve never been anyone’s girlfriend, but I can tell you I am nothing if not trustworthy and honest,” she said.
 
   Luke kissed her hard and she gasped and his tongue entered her mouth, she fell back into his arms and grabbed his face with her hands and her tongue met his.
 
   “Tessa!” Jade scolded as she saw them kissing.
 
   They jumped away from each other and Tessa looked at Jade and saw her disappointment. Tessa felt bad, she turned to Luke, “That can’t happen again here, okay?” she smiled as she pulled her hair away from her face. 
 
   “If you say so,” he smiled back and winked.
 
   ~
 
   Dinner with Tessa’s family went alright; they went to the Grill on the lake for dinner. Her mother and father sat at opposite sides of the table and did not speak, or even look at each other very much. Not that it was much different than normal. Dinner ended and they went back to the farm house and had cake. It was a beautiful chocolate cake, one just like Mom made when they were younger, she smiled and looked at her mother, “It’s beautiful, thanks Mom,” she said.
 
   “We helped too,” Jake yelled.
 
   “Well thank you guys too; do you think it tastes as good as it looks?” She said smiling.
 
   They ate cake and ice cream, and then it was time for presents. Her parents gave her a new hockey stick, one that she was admiring at the sporting goods store with her mother while they were school clothes shopping, and money. Her brothers and sister gave her new cleats and beautiful family portraits they had made. She hugged them and thanked them. 
 
   “Tessa, I would like you come stay with me one day this week, is that doable?” Maggie asked.
 
   “I guess so, I have a game Tuesday maybe after that,” she said.
 
   Her mother left at 8 o’clock and Tessa helped to get the kids ready for the week. She tucked them in and went downstairs. She grabbed her phone from the counter and looked at her messages,
 
   -you did great today, I think I will be playing piano at the wedding, well have to practice, see you tomorrow…Becca
 
   - You were very naughty at church today :) how was dinner?...Jade
 
   Luke had sent several.
 
   -hope we are ok; sorry for being an ass, just don’t want anyone else touching you…Luke
 
   -how was dinner, everything ok?..Luke
 
   - You sang beautifully today…Luke
 
   -I think I miss you…Luke
 
   -Tessa are you mad at me?...Luke
 
   -alright, I guess you’re busy, see you tomorrow…Luke
 
   She smiled as and texted back
 
   -Things are good, Mom left an hour ago had to get the kids set for tomorrow, left my phone home, see you tomorrow…Tessa
 
   She received an immediate reply,
 
   -sleep well…take that bear with you so you’ll think of me when you fall asleep and not all the other stuff…Luke
 
   - will do..Tessa
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter5]Chapter 5
 
   Tessa and Jade were standing at their lockers talking, the boys walked down the hall starring in their direction. Luke had on faded jeans that hung on his hips, he wore a black polo shirt. Tommy was in long khaki cargo shorts and a white tee. Tessa looked around uncomfortably to see who was watching them, everyone in the hall was. Their smirks and gazes gave them away. “Check out the girls,” Tessa whispered to Jade “like they’re fresh meat or something.” Jade laughed and Tessa was annoyed. She grabbed her books for first period and was about to walk away when he grabbed her from behind and turned her towards him.
 
   “Good morning Tessa,” Luke said smiling at her, and then took her hand, “Can I walk you to class?” he asked smiling. 
 
   Tessa smiled, “Do you get this reaction often?” she asked looking down the hall. 
 
   He looked and laughed, “Tessa you’re dating the quarterback you’ll have to get used to it, let them look, only you can touch,” he kissed her hand, “Want to see them squirm? I’m going to kiss you.”
 
   She didn’t have a chance to respond, his hands were on her face and lips on hers before she had a chance to respond. He slipped his gum in her mouth with his tongue and gently pulled away starring in her eyes, “Check them out now,” he whispered in her ear.
 
    He grabbed her books and then her hand and they walked through the gawking crowd of Luke groupies. She smiled as she looked down.
 
   “You left something in my mouth” she said and laughed.
 
   “Tessa don’t say that,” he looked at her and smirked and Tessa looked confused.
 
   ~
 
   Tommy took Jade’s hand, “Good morning pretty girl,” he said.
 
   She hugged him, “Good morning.”
 
   He took her books and they held hands walking down the hall. 
 
   At lunch the boys joined them and everyone stared, Jade and Tessa were embarrassed at first but seemed to be getting used to it. After practice they hung out for a bit and they gave them a ride to Tessa’s home.
 
    On Wednesday Tessa went to her mother’s after practice. She walked into the small two bedroom apartment and looked around. She wondered how she could choose to live like this. What the hell had happened to her? Her mom had made French onion soup and a large salad.
 
   “Tessa do you like that boy?” her mother asked.
 
   “Luke is my boyfriend mom,” she said blandly. 
 
   “He is cute Tessa,” Maggie said, “Please remember what you were taught.”
 
   “I got it Mom, I’ll try to remember that and not that none of it means anything because after twenty years it won’t matter anymore,” she said sarcastically.
 
   “Tessa, you don’t know what I have lived for those years and I don’t expect you to be happy about it, I do however expect you to be respectful of me as your mother, and respectful of yourself always,” she said. 
 
   Tessa excused herself and went into the spare bedroom to do her homework. He sent her a text message.
 
   -how’s it going baby?...Luke
 
   -Baby hu? Lol. As good as could be expected…bored:)…Tessa
 
   -yes baby, my baby;) Sorry to hear that. Sneak out I’ll come get you…Luke
 
   -don’t you have homework? I do lots of it. I will suffer through…Tessa
 
   -All done…want me to come over and do it for you?...Luke
 
   -I would love that however she would not…she asked me about you today…told her that boy was my boyfriend….Tessa
 
   -How did she take it?!?!?....Luke
 
   -as well as could be expected, she’ll get used to it, got to go…babe, see you in the morning…Tessa
 
   -can I pick you up, it’s on my way…Luke
 
   -Alright, she leaves at 7:10…Tessa
 
   ~
 
   Luke was at the door at 7:12, “Very punctual,” Tessa said, “please excuse the place.” 
 
   “It’s not bad Tessa, I’ve seen worse, so we have half an hour before school starts what do you want to do?” Luke asked.
 
   “I don’t know,” she said as her eyes widened and she looked at the floor.
 
   “Baby look at me, you never have to be nervous around me,” he said she looked at him, “That’s better, now what do you want to do,” he smiled.
 
   “Kiss you because it feels good, but there has to be more than that Luke. I want to know you and your heart too,” No way did that just come out of my mouth, she looked down.
 
   “Look at me baby,” he said lifting her chin, “I have an idea, you ask me a question and then you get to kiss me after I answer, a win, win,” he smiled and winked at her.
 
   Her eyes widened and her mouth slightly opened, “I don’t know about that,” she said and bit her tongue trying to remove the cheesy ass grin on her face.
 
   “Awe, I see, you so want to Tessa, it’s written all over that gorgeous face baby,” he said smiling.
 
   His eyes were sparkling, in fact possibly dancing, he looked so cute. He called her gorgeous. “Okay but we can’t be late for school,” she said trying to act very serious. 
 
   He laughed, “You could not lie if you wanted to, sit knee to knee, right here,” They sat on the floor both smiling, “Ask away.”
 
   “Parents divorced or married”, she asked.
 
   “Divorced, since I was three, now my turn,” he said leaning forward and kissing her on the mouth, no tongue, he slowly pulled away making her want more.
 
   “Who do you live with?” she asked.
 
   “My Mom, I see my father once in awhile, he lives in New Jersey, we see each other a few times a year, my turn again,” this time she leaned forward to him, and she kissed him lightly and started to move back. “If that’s all I get we can move to yes or no questions,” he smiled and kissed her lowering her lip with his teeth lightly, he kissed her harder and slowly released her. 
 
   She sat back, “So the deeper the question the longer the kiss hu? Okay let’s see, tell me your family dynamics, like parents remarried or not siblings or none.”
 
   He laughed, “Your tough Tessa, and after I answer this one you may want to take a deep breath before I kiss you. My parents divorced because they both had affairs, my mother remarried first to someone younger, they lasted three years, she is a drunk. My father has remarried three times, they get younger every time. He has two kids with wife number four, both girls, one is two, the other three. I see him on occasion and feel like an outsider. He owns a construction company and several properties, he loves to buy my love which at this point I am okay with.”
 
   Tessa took his face and kissed him deeply, her tongue moved into his mouth and she tasted him. She kissed him harder and her tongue pressed harder against him, he groaned, she kissed his face and his neck. She moved up to his ear and pulled his lobe slightly down with her teeth. “Oh Tessa you need to stop,” he said in a gruff voice.
 
   She looked embarrassed, “I’m sorry.”
 
   “No don’t be sorry, baby; I love how curious you are. But it makes me want to do naughty things to you,” he said closing his eyes.
 
   “You want to do naughty things to me?” she asked seriously
 
   “God yes Tessa, you turn me on just by looking at me,” he said and grabbed her by the waist and sat her on his lap. He kissed the back of her head and down her neck, he bit at her ear. Oh she thought that was nice, she leaned her head back and he kissed her hard on the mouth. She grabbed his face and crashed her mouth into his, she began kissing him harder. He lifted her and sat her on the floor. “Wow Tessa what was that?” he asked.
 
   “Was that a question,” she asked him smiling and biting her lip.
 
   “Tessa you’re playing with fire, I am on fire right now,” he said looking down.
 
   “Are we into role playing now? Shall I be the fireman?” she asked and raised her eyebrows.
 
   “Holy fuck Tessa I thought you were a virgin and you’re talking to me like that,” he said in shock.
 
   “I’m sorry Luke I didn’t mean, I’m sorry,” she said and ran to the bathroom and shut the door.
 
   “Damn it Tessa, I am sorry, I didn’t mean to,” he said as he tried to open the door she had locked, “Tessa please open the door.” 
 
   She walked out, cleared her throat, “Will you please take me to school, I don’t want to be late,” she said matter of fact. 
 
   He grabbed her face “Look at me,” she did and her eyes were angry. “I said I was sorry I just thought because you’d never been kissed you were a virgin, and then you started talking about role play, I thought you wanted to take this slow, I’m sorry.”
 
   “I am a virgin you asshole, you were my first kiss. I watch TV, a virgin not an idiot,” she said and scowled at him. He laughed and she pulled away from him. “Now if you are not going to take me to school then you should leave now.”
 
   “Tessa I am sorry, I have never met anyone like you. And when you’re sitting on my lap kissing me, well you’re kisses do things to me and I want you, but was trying to respect you and not well you know. Damn Tessa you confuse me,” he said searching her face intensely.
 
   “Can we go please we will be late,” she said softly.
 
   “No,” he said and grabbed her shoulders, “Not until I know we are okay,” he said intensely.
 
   “We will be, I am just embarrassed,” she said and put her hands on his waist and looked down.
 
   He pulled her into him and hugged her and kissed her tenderly, “I am sorry Tessa.”
 
   “Me too,” she said, he kissed her again and took her hand, he grabbed her bag and they walked out to the car.
 
   ~
 
   They sat in the car and he started it. “Was this from your father?” she asked.
 
   “Yep, for my seventeenth birthday,” he answered as he pulled onto the street.
 
   “He must have been really trying to buy your love that day,” she said and he laughed and grabbed her hand.
 
   “Luke how many girlfriends have you had?” she asked.
 
   “Tessa do you really want to know now or when we have time to play the game again?” he asked attempting to hold off on answering that question.
 
   “Now please,” she asked.
 
   “I really don’t know, lost count,” he said.
 
   “What was the longest relationship?” she asked.
 
   “Tessa do we have to do this now,” he asked looking out of the corner of his eye nervously.
 
   “Yes,” she said.
 
   “Eight months,” Luke answered.
 
   “Was it Sadi?” she asked quietly.
 
   “Yes,” he said pointedly.
 
   “Did you have sex with her?” she asked.
 
   “Tessa…” he started.
 
   “Luke I want to know, please answer my questions,” she asked 
 
   “Yes, I did,” he could not believe he was answering this many questions.
 
   “Was she your first?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Really Tessa?” he said as he pulled into the school parking lot.
 
   “Please?” she begged.
 
   “No Tessa, I have had many sexual partners, my first was when I was fourteen,” he said and she gasped, “see we shouldn’t have had this conversation now.”
 
   “How many?” she asked.
 
   “She was twelve” he answered. They got out of the car and started walking in. “They were all before you Tessa and none were at all like you, you’re just… better. I don’t have time to explain it now but I will after school, please don’t be mad,” he said as they walked in.
 
   She gave him a weak smile and a peck on the cheek, “I’m not. See you at lunch.” The bell rang and she ran to her locker and quickly to class.
 
   “Why are you so late?” Jade asked.
 
   “Long story I will tell you later,” she said dismissively. 
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter6]Chapter 6
 
   Tessa avoided deep conversation with Luke for a couple days. Not as much kissing, and no alone time. She had only been with him for a few days, she needed to make sure she wasn’t lucky number thirteen anytime soon and the way he made her feel when she was alone with him well, she wasn’t going to chance it. On Friday they went straight to the gym. Their first game was next week. Tonight was a game under the lights, so she would take the kids, assuring no intimate moments. They would stay tonight and Mom would get them Saturday around one in the afternoon. 
 
   ~
 
   The game was great, Luke’s passes perfect and Alex and Tommy didn’t miss one. Jade and Tessa decided that it would be fun to go to a movie and dinner on a double date tomorrow, that way they would get to see each other outside of their crazy busy schedules. Jade thought it was also a good idea so they could see how the other one’s new guy treated them so they could give any advice to the other. They were going to ask them at the end of the game. 
 
   “What was the score” Jake asked as they walked towards Alex and Luke, who were surrounded by a slew of female fans. 
 
   “Thirty four to fourteen, good guys,” Tessa said smiling at them. 
 
   “Alex, Luke” Jake said pushing through the crowd towards them, “Awesome game, 34-14 good guys!” he gave them high fives. 
 
   “They are good guys,” a crowd of girls said smiling seductively at Luke. 
 
   “I know personally that the quarterback is,” Sadi said gazing at Luke.
 
   Tessa watched him look at her and shake his head from side to side. 
 
   “Oh here come the prosti tots,” Sadi said.
 
   Tessa stood stewing as she stared at the ground concentrating on how not to kick Sadi’s ass all over the field.
 
   “Tessa baby they were all for you!” Luke yelled so that she could hear him, she smirked and looked at Sadi who looked even more pissed off than usual. He walked over to her and kissed her, “My good luck charm!” and he picked her up and twirled her in a circle.
 
   They waited as the guys showered. Sadi walked out with a crew of implants towards Tessa’s truck. “You think he likes you Tessa?” she asked.
 
   “Well ya I do,” Tessa said smirking and shaking her head, very glad that Alex had just taken the kids.
 
   “You’re flavor of the week, I am the only one that lasted more than a month with him, he’s going to get sick of you farm girl,” Sadi said smirking at her.
 
   “For the record he and I have already discussed his past, um how shall I say it, mistakes, ya that’s a good word for it. He is done with you; you should try to let that sink in. I am not the reason you two broke up so maybe you should get off my case,” Tessa said sarcastically.
 
   “It’s never over between him and I, he’ll be back,” Sadi said “and you’ll be on your ass like the rest of them.”
 
   “Girl maybe you should get a bit of self-respect, seriously why the hell do I need to know you have been a revolving door for him, you’re pathetic, you’ve done that to yourself,” Tessa said disgusted.
 
   “Don’t look at me like that bitch,” she said and swung at Tessa.
 
   Tessa ducked and laughed “That all you got Sadi?”
 
   Sadi ran and grabbed her hair, and Tessa punched her in the eye, Sadi fell to the ground and Luke and Tommy came running towards them. Jade had grabbed Tessa and pulled her back trying to stop her from kicking Sadi’s ass. 
 
   Sadi saw Luke and started crying, “Did you see what your little whore did to me,” she said as she stood up. 
 
   “Yes I did and I saw how it started,” he grabbed her arm and dragged her to her car, “Go home Sadi, we aren’t doing this again,” he said.
 
   He watched her as she drove away and he looked wounded.
 
   ~
 
    Tessa got in her truck and drove home; he followed her into the driveway. “Tessa wait,” he said as he ran to get to her before she got to the door. “Why are you angry with me?”
 
   “Luke, I saw how you looked at her, I am not stupid. You care about her. So go be with her, and leave me alone,” she yelled at him, as she tried to get away from him.
 
   “Tessa come with me,” he said forcing her back towards the barn.
 
   She wanted to scream but didn’t want to alarm her family, “Get your hands off me I can walk.”
 
   He sat on a hay bale and asked her to sit, “I will stand,” she said with a snooty tone.
 
   “Ok listen, Sadi and I dated for about a month before we had sex, she played head games and it drove me crazy. I told her I loved her, at the time I thought I did, we had been together four months and she got pregnant. I wanted her to keep it and she wouldn’t. She had an abortion behind my back and I broke things off. I hooked up with a girl and we dated for about a month. Sadi threatened suicide, we got back together. We broke up she started seeing someone else; I was hurt which was her intention, we got back together. She was a complete bitch and I broke things off again, and started sleeping around. I guess I do care Tessa, I don’t love her, I pity her. I am sorry if that hurt you,” he explained.
 
   Tessa sat down, and they sat quietly for a long time, “That’s a lot to absorb, a lot to go through, I’m sorry.”
 
   “I’m sorry baby, how’s your head feeling, did you lose any of that gorgeous hair,” he asked and smiled at her. 
 
   “No but I hit her in the face, that was a first for me,” she said disappointed in herself.
 
   “She attacked you, it’s called self-defense,” he smiled and pulled her into him. 
 
   They sat there for a long time looking out the open sliding doors out to the road. They saw a car slow down and almost stop in front of the house. “I think that was Sadi’s car,” he said.
 
   “She is crazy isn’t she?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Ya I think so,” he said.
 
   He walked her to the door and kissed her, not the normal tongue action she so enjoyed but the sweet I’m sorry type, she thought. “Text me when you get home please,” she said “oh and by the way, I was never a very big football fan, but that quarterback is awesome, and superhot in those tight pants,” Tessa winked and she went inside and watched him pull out the driveway. 
 
   Tessa washed her face and brushed her teeth and climbed into bed. She put on his sweatshirt and grabbed the bear and snuggled it. Her phone chimed 
 
   -made it home baby…Luke
 
   -thanks for letting me know your safely there….Tessa
 
   -of course… Luke
 
   -thank you for trusting me…Tessa
 
   -please trust me… Luke
 
   -always be honest with me and I will…Tessa
 
   -you make my head spin just thinking about you; I am falling Tessa, hard and fast… Luke
 
   She reread the text a hundred times smiling and daydreaming about him,
 
   -awkward silence, we ok… Luke
 
   - Of course, goodnight…Tessa
 
   -ok then… goodnight… Luke
 
   -BTW…me too…Tessa
 
   -phew, that was weird for a moment, goodnight baby… Luke
 
   ~
 
   Jade came over at four to get ready, both their father’s said they could go but only because it was a double date. Jade hugged Tessa, “I have missed you so much!”
 
   “I have missed you too, which is weird since we see each other most of the day at school, at practice and after practice when we ride home with our boys” Tessa said and laughed. “So I want to know everything, the behind the scene stuff about you and Tommy.”
 
   “I want to know about you guys too, tell me everything.” She said laughing.
 
   “We can make this easy, swap phones and read texts,” Tessa said smiling and they did.
 
   Tessa read the texts, Tommy was so sweet, and they talked about music and books. He goes to church with his family every week and he has two sisters, one older, one younger. He works on the weekends at one of his parents many convenient stores. His parents have been married for twenty years and are very happy. He has not had sex yet but wants to with Jade when she is ready and he is sure she’s the one, the forever one. He writes cute silly little poems and sends them to her throughout the day and sometimes in the middle of the night. Tessa smiled when she finished reading them. “Jade he is amazing, I am so happy for you.” 
 
   “Wow Tessa, intense. So you never told me about Wednesday morning, do tell.” She insisted.
 
   “He picked me up from my mom’s and brought me to school,” she said.
 
   “Ya, so what happened for almost an hour Tessa,” Jade persisted.
 
   “We played a game” she said smiling.
 
   “Really like a board game, or computer?” Jade asked.
 
   “Naked twister and he won, you should see the rules for what the loser has to give up at the end,” Tessa said laughing.
 
   “Tessa, seriously tell me,” Jade said.
 
   “Ok I told him that I liked the kissing thing but really wanted to get to know him, we compromised, each question answered got a kiss, it was very enlightening,” Tessa said smiling.
 
   “You are so bad Tessa,” Jade said, “and the texts, he is falling fast and hard, that was so cute, too bad he has baggage hu? And IT followed him here, that’s a downer.” 
 
   “She is nuts,” Tessa said “I am not worried about it, we will be fine or we won’t, we shall see,” Tessa said. “What are you wearing tonight?”
 
   “Not sure. What are you thinking?” Jade asked as she fixed her hair.
 
   “Something that shows off the goods I’ve been hiding all summer, I have boobs now Jade,” she said laughing, “and I have you tonight so I am safe!”
 
   “I think you should wear that long black skirt with that hot pink v neck top and your black cropped jacket with your black cowgirl boots, hair down and straight and I will put some makeup on you,” Jade smiled.
 
   “Okay but very light makeup, Jade,” Tessa insisted. She never wore anything that fit, she was very self-conscious of her body and make up was taboo for her, the less attention the better, but not tonight. “What are you wearing Miss Jade?” she asked.
 
   “I am wearing this,” Jade pulled out a red knee length halter dress, and a black denim jacket “with black heals,” Jade smiled. 
 
   They got busy getting ready and both of them looked great. They walked out in the kitchen and John and Jack were sitting at the table, they could not believe what their daughters looked like, and they were not happy about it. The boys picked them up and promised to have them home by midnight. 
 
   ~
 
   They walked out and Jade and Tessa got in the back seat and the boys in the front, their fathers watched with relief. 
 
   They pulled into a restaurant in downtown Ithaca and helped the girls out. Neither girl had ever been there. They walked in and the hostess knew Tommy, “Good evening Tom, a table for four tonight,” she asked smiling.
 
   “Yes mama,” he said and smiled back, “Could we sit by the outdoor fireplace on the deck please?” he asked. 
 
   She led them out to the deck. The restaurant was on Cayuga Lake and they sat next to the huge fire pit. Luke and Tommy pulled the chairs out for them and they sat down, the hostess handed them all menus and excused herself. 
 
   “You look so different tonight,” Luke said as he looked at her, “You look great everyday but wow Tessa, you are looking, wow that’s all I can say.”
 
   “Pretty girl look at you,” Tommy said, “You turned into pretty woman tonight,” Jade choked on her water, Tessa leaned over and patted her back, “You okay?” he asked.
 
   Jade leaned over and whispered in his ear, “You do know that Pretty Woman is a movie about a hooker don’t you?” she asked her eyes widening.
 
   “Um no, wow, you know I didn’t mean that right?” Tommy asked clearly embarrassed. “I didn’t know. Jade you watch porn?” he asked shocked.
 
   “No!” She said loudly.
 
   “Everything okay?” Tessa said concerned.
 
   “Can we go to the bathroom please?” Jade said standing and taking Tessa’s hand.
 
   Jade told her what he had said and Tessa laughed out loud, Jade looked awfully serious and then started laughing too. They went to the bathroom and washed their hands and laughed some more. They went back to the table and Tessa saw Luke trying not to laugh and Tommy looking uncomfortable. Luke and Tommy both stood and pulled out their chairs for them again. 
 
   “Funny right?” Luke whispered in Tessa’s ear as he pushed her chair in, she smirked at him. 
 
   They ordered dinner and the waitress brought a bottle of wine to the table. They all looked at each other and avoided the bottle. Luke and Tommy went to the bathroom. Tessa noticed a woman who looked like her mother sitting in the dark corner of the deck with a man. It couldn’t be she thought. It was and he was rubbing her hand. Tessa was pissed off, she couldn’t stand it. She grabbed the bottle and poured herself a glass. She drank it down before Jade could say anything and poured another. 
 
   “Tessa,” Jade whispered, “What are you doing?” 
 
   Tessa didn’t answer but continued staring in the corner and slammed another glass of wine. Jade reached for the bottle and Tessa snagged it out of her hand and poured a third glass and slammed it. 
 
   This was not like Tessa at all, Jade thought “What the hell are you doing?” she asked again.
 
   “I am being naughty and liking it,” Tessa said and poured another glass. Jade tried to take it, “If you do I will scream and we will all get in trouble, leave it alone,” she said glaring and she drank the fourth, the bottle was almost gone when the boys returned. Luke noticed the glass in front of Tessa and looked at her. Her eyes where glassy and she was clearly tipsy. Tessa poured yet another class of wine staring in the same direction; she drank it in two gulps. Jade followed her eyes and say her aunt sitting in the corner holding hands with some man. 
 
   “Tessa, let’s go to the bathroom,” Jade said, “Now,” they stood and Tessa stumbled, after she gained her footing they walked to the bathroom. “Oh Tessa I am sorry,” Jade said and hugged her.
 
   “Fuck that,” Tessa said loudly.
 
   Tommy’s phone chimed
 
   -if the food is there can you get it to go, sorry just don’t think we should stay, can you send Luke out to the car to unlock it so I can get Tessa out of here….J
 
   -Luke is on his way I will wait for the meals…T
 
   Tessa and Jade were standing by the car when Luke walked out. “Hey ladies,” he said as he pushed the button unlocking the door. 
 
   Tessa started to laugh, and jumped on him wrapping her legs around him; she grabbed his head and kissed him wildly. He pulled away, “Easy tiger,” he laughed, “Jade what the hell is going on,” he asked.
 
   “Well obviously my cousin is drunk, and just so you know this is a first for her,” Jade said as she pulled Tessa down from him. Music started playing in the background and Tessa started dancing by herself in an empty parking space beside Luke’s car. 
 
   “Luke come dance with me and I will tell you all about it,” Tessa said laughing. “Jade here’s my purse get the money out and pay for my first bottle of wine and grab me another.”
 
   Luke handed Jade his credit card, “I got dinner, skip the bottle to go and help Tommy out of this jam, if there’s any problem text me, oh and leave a good tip that might help,” he was watching Tessa dance and was very amused. 
 
   Jade walked quickly into the restaurant, and Luke walked to Tessa. “Hey baby what’s going on?” he asked.
 
   “I am dancing and I want you,” she smiled and pulled him by the waist and smiled looking down, “to dance, or something with me,” she laughed.
 
   “How about we talk over here for a minute first,” he said leading her to a bench in the garden area.
 
   “I don’t want to talk,” she said as she wrapped her legs around him and sat on his lap, “I want to dance or kiss your incredibly sexy face,” she began kissing him, he kissed her back this time, she pulled away slowly taking his bottom lip with her.
 
   “Tessa I love this, but you’re drunk,” Luke said his voice deeper than usual.
 
   “Yes I am, but I know what I want and I am sitting on it, do you know what you want Luke?” she grabbed his hand and placed it on her ass, “This right?”
 
   He shook his head slowly up and down, “But not when you’re loaded and your cousin and Tommy will be out here any minute.”
 
   “Then how about these?” she said taking his hands and putting them on her chest.
 
   “Tessa,” Luke said pulling his hands away, “Stop please your killing me.”
 
   “Ya know I think I will be good in bed,” she said holding his hand to her chest, “Or right here on the bench,” she said and laughed, she looked at him and tilted her head, “Why so serious Luke, this is supposed to be fun right? And just think you got to second base on our first date,” she laughed and he stood up with her wrapped around him and carried her to the car, he opened the door and sat her in the seat. Tessa was laughing, Luke was not. 
 
   Tommy and Jade came out and got in the backseat. Luke pulled out of the driveway and headed north. “I have to pee, can you pull over,” Tessa said trying to open the door.
 
   “In a minute we will pull into the park up here alright?” Luke asked holding her back.
 
   “Sure, I would love to pee in the park,” Tessa laughed, “Pee in the park!”
 
   They pulled into the parking area and she jumped out and threw her coat in the car, “I hear music, after I pee I am going to dance with you Luke, dirty dance,” she laughed and ran towards the restroom. Jade ran after her.
 
   “She okay?” Tommy asked.
 
   “Apparently not but I have no idea what brought this on, but drunk Tessa could get me in a whole lot of trouble,” Luke said laughing.
 
   “Her Mom was there having dinner with some man, in the corner on the deck holding hands. Jade made sure she saw us. Pretty damn uncomfortable situation. She must be hurting pretty bad, be careful. We have to keep her out till she sobers up a bit,” Tommy said shaking his head as he nodded towards the bathrooms.
 
   Luke reached in the glove box and grabbed a couple ibuprofen, popped the trunk and grabbed a few waters. “Why don’t you grab the food we need to get something into her, or she’ll be in a lot more trouble.”
 
   They were walking towards the restroom when Jade and Tessa came out, “So, I squatted and peed because public toilets carry germs and diseases. By the way Luke do you have any STD’s?” Tessa asked and he shook his head no. “Good to know, so I wiped and washed my hands and now I am ready to find that music and dance, let’s go,” she said and started skipping towards the sound.
 
   Luke ran up to her and said “Hey I want you to do me a favor Tessa okay?” she grinned at him and raised her eyebrows and bit her lip as she shook her head yes slowly. By then Jade and Tommy had caught up to them, “I want you to take these two pills and drink this.” He said handing her the water and pills.
 
   “Luke if it’s a date rape drug I can assure you that you don’t need it, I want to remember the first time you’re...” Jade covered her mouth and when Tessa stopped talking she uncovered it, “I am a bit tipsy so maybe we should video tape it that would be nice hu?” Tessa said giving him a seductive grin.
 
   He didn’t respond so she started to skip towards the music again, he grabbed her arm, “Tessa please take these, your head’s going to hurt like hell tomorrow and it’ll be hurt worse if you don’t.”
 
   “Anything you want Luke, and I mean anything,” she said and smiled and swallowed down the pills and drank the whole bottle of water, “Satisfied?” she asked.
 
   “Not yet,” he said, “will you sit and eat with me Tessa, a picnic?” Luke asked nicely.
 
   “Sure I will,” Tessa said and sat on the ground and patted the spot next to her.
 
   “Looks like he is who she wants to take care of her right now Jade, can you and I walk over there and eat?” Tommy asked.
 
   “Sure just not too far though,” Jade said.
 
   Luke sat down and opened the food and pulled out the plastic forks. “I want to feed you” she said. “And I want to sit on your lap as I feed you, ok?” she smiled.
 
   “Yes Tessa that would be nice,” Luke said softly. 
 
   She pulled her skirt up to above her knees and straddled him, she took a fork full of pasta and twirled it around the fork and as she picked it up it fell off, she tried again and failed. She picked it up with her fingers and shoved them in his mouth. She slowly pulled them out and watched him chew. The way she looked at him was very arousing. He shifted and she felt him beneath her. Her eyes widened and she smirked. She slowly moved her hips in a very small circle, he groaned and closed his eyes, he grew more and she moved a bit more. Tessa took another handful of food and placed it in his mouth, as she was pulling her hand out he lightly bit down on them and she felt her nipples harden. She was lost in the moment, she touched them and laughed and then pulled her shirt up to look at them, she caressed her bra and giggled, “Bite these please.”
 
   “Fuck Tessa, I want you so bad right now but you’re drunk, please cover yourself before I explode,” Luke moaned.
 
   She grabbed his face and said in a sultry voice, “Bite now please.” 
 
   “Tessa I am going to tell you one more time to pull your shirt down and then I am going to get Jade over here, understand,” Tessa grinned, he started to talk and she shoved more pasta in his mouth, she pulled her fingers out and they were wet, and she licked them. Luke began to choke and she heard Jade coming over, she quickly pulled her shirt down and laughed.
 
   She handed Luke the bottle of water and said, “Put this in your mouth and suck it down,” Tessa smiled and laughed.
 
   “Everything okay?” Jade asked.
 
   “No not really,” Tessa responded. “He won’t touch my breasts, and Jade, they are great breasts, look” she said pulling up her shirt.
 
   “Tessa enough,” Jade snapped.
 
   “You need to lighten up, have a drink, that’ll help,” Tessa said and smiled.
 
   “Tessa get up and come with me,” Jade demanded.
 
   “Are we going to find the music?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Yes we are,” Jade said.
 
   “Good because I want to dance,” Tessa said excitedly.
 
   She stood up and held Jade’s hand and ran towards the music. 
 
   Luke and Tommy picked up and followed. There was a sign that said LIVE BAND and an arrow pointing to the right, they followed it, “Thank God because a dead band would suck,” Tessa said, Jade laughed. 
 
   They found the band and Tessa ran to the dance floor and started dancing, there were about ten other people out there with Tessa. Jade, Tommy, and Luke stood watching. They looked at each other and shook their heads and then all burst out laughing. Tessa smiled at them and pretended to cast a fishing line at Jade and Jade slowly danced out to her.
 
   “Luke look at them, they are beautiful,” Tommy said as he watched them dance around together.
 
   “Ya they are man, but the blonde is begging for it tonight and killing me,” Luke said very frustrated. “She asked me to bite her nipples.”
 
   “No way!” Tommy said shocked, “And you didn’t?”
 
   “No, she’s drunk,” Luke said.
 
   “Since when has that stopped you?” Tommy asked.
 
   “Since Tessa, she is different, Tommy, I want to do right by her ya know,” Luke said.
 
   “Ya I get it man,” he said looking at Jade. 
 
   “Dude did you really not know what Pretty Woman was?” Luke asked laughing.
 
   “Apparently not,” Tommy said and laughed. His face turned serious, “Oh damn we have got company.”
 
   Luke saw Sadi and her friends walking towards them, “Shit,” he said.
 
   Tommy’s ex Kate was with her.
 
   They ran up to them and Kate gave Tommy a big hug and Sadi stood staring at Luke.
 
   “How are you Tommy?” Kate asked smiling.
 
   “Good and you?” Tommy asked.
 
   “I am great, I miss you,” she smiled at him. She saw he was uncomfortable and she asked, “Are you ok?”
 
   “I’m fine, how is the new school?” Tommy asked staring towards the dance floor nervously.
 
   “Good, how is yours,” she asked. Kate was short and had reddish curly hair and green eyes, she was beautiful and nice. He didn’t answer, “You ok Tommy you seem distracted.”
 
   “He’s on a date Kate,” Sadi said sarcastically. 
 
   “Oh I see,” Kate said and looked at him, “Which one is she?”
 
   “The one in the red dress and black hair dancing with the blonde farm girl” Sadi said, “I guess he likes the color red still,” Sadi said coyly.
 
   The other girls laughed, Kate didn’t.
 
   “Luke the farm girl cleans up okay, but you have got to miss this,” she said pointing to herself.
 
   “No, Sadi I don’t,” Luke said and looked towards Tessa.
 
   “You okay Kate, are you dating anyone?” Tommy asked and seemed concerned.
 
   “I have been on a few dates with someone,” she said sweetly.
 
   “Oh good, I hope he is good to you Kate,” Tommy smiled.
 
   “Remember Gavin? He is in college now,” Kate said.
 
   “I do, he was on our football team right?” he asked, she shook her head and smiled, “He seemed like a nice guy.” 
 
   “He is,” Kate smiled.
 
   “Good I am glad,” he said and smiled at her.
 
   “Let’s dance girls,” Sadi said and started running towards the floor. 
 
   Luke looked at Tommy, “We better go,” he said.
 
   Sadi and the girls decided to dance next to Tessa and Jade, the two girls immediately noticed them.
 
   Tessa started laughing and Jade scanned the crowd and saw the boys walking towards them. “Hey Sadi how are you?” Tessa said laughing as she waved at her.
 
   Luke came up behind her and spun her around. “Ready to go baby?” he asked.
 
   “No way I want to dance, look,” Tessa said “My friend Sadi is here,” she laughed.
 
   “Tessa and you are drunk, we should go,” Luke said seriously.
 
   “Buzz kill,” Tessa said, “Please dance with me Luke,” she said and jumped in his arms.
 
   He caught her and smiled, “One dance and then we leave ok?” he asked sweetly. 
 
   The bad played Tesla’s Love Song. He pulled her towards him and smiled, she grinned at him and Tommy and Jade joined them. Tessa started singing and Jade did as well, occasionally leaning their heads into each other’s and singing. The guys laughed and joined in at the chorus, oblivious to the stares they received from Sadi and crew.
 
   The next song was Peter Gabrielle’s In Your Eyes. Tessa was starting to come down from her buzz and Luke could tell, “Baby do you know this song?” he whispered in her ear. She smiled and shook her head yes, “Sing to me please,” and she did, holding his face and gazing into his eyes. The song ended and he leaned in and gently kissed her lips.
 
   “Get a room,” he heard Sadi yelling.
 
   He looked at Tessa, “Don’t let her ruin this moment.”
 
   “I won’t,” Tessa said and wrapped her arms around his neck and kissed him deeply.
 
   As Jade and Tommy danced he told her his ex was there, “With Sadi? Which one is she?” Jade asked.
 
   “The red head, Kate is her name,” Tommy said.
 
   “I want to meet her,” Jade said.
 
   “Why?” Tommy asked.
 
   “I don’t know, but she is smiling at me now,” Jade said.
 
   Tommy turned around and saw her, “Okay, I guess, it’s just weird.”
 
   They walked over to her, “Uh Kate this is Jade, Jade Kate,” Tommy said.
 
   “Nice to meet you Kate, you are beautiful,” Jade said.
 
   “Well nice to meet you Jade, you are as well,” she smiled. “So your Tommy’s girlfriend?”
 
   “I am,” Jade said.
 
   “I am his ex, and I hope that this isn’t uncomfortable for you,” Kate said.
 
   “Oddly it’s not,” Jade smiled. 
 
   “Well I wish you both happiness, be good to him, he is a great guy,” Kate said and hugged Jade.
 
   “I will thank you,” Jade said shocked by the hug.
 
   Luke and Tessa watched and he whispered, “Check that out, Jade didn’t even punch her in the eye.”
 
   Tessa scowled, “Probably because she didn’t attack her.”
 
   “I know baby I am just joking,” Luke said.
 
   Tessa hiccupped, and looked shocked, “I don’t feel well.”
 
   “Let’s get out of here,” he said shaking his head and smiling, “Hey Tommy we are going to head back to the car.”
 
   “Oh Tessa, he likes it in the front seat, me on his lap,” Sadi yelled to her.
 
   “That won’t be happening, I am not on birth control yet Sadi, don’t want to take any chances,” Tessa shouted.
 
   “Tessa don’t be a bitch,” Luke said.
 
   Tessa slapped his face, she was shocked, he was angry, and Jade ran towards her as she stormed away.
 
   Luke looked at Sadi and she smiled, “Feisty isn’t she,” Luke glared at her and walked away.
 
   Luke got to the car and hit unlock, he got in the car, and Jade and Tommy climbed in the back. Tessa sat in the front and didn’t look at him. He started the car, the clock flashed ten o’clock. They drove down the road and Tessa grabbed her phone, she had several missed texts from her Mom and Dad and Alex. Her stomach turned “I think I am going to throw up,” she said.
 
   Luke turned down a dirt road and quickly pulled over. Tessa jumped out and began to throw up. Jade got out of the car and grabbed her hair and rubbed her back, as she continued. When she was finished, Luke yelled to Jade, “Here is some water, a toothbrush, and tooth paste.” He said handing them to her through the window. “Did she get any on her?” Jade shook her head yes. Luke jumped out and walked to the back of the car and grabbed a sweatshirt and mesh shorts from his gym bag. He watched as Tessa brushed her teeth and Jade put her hair up. She raised her arms and Jade pulled her shirt off and pulled her skirt off. She stood there in her bra and underpants, and Luke thought she looked beautiful. Jade put her clothes on her and hugged her. Jade grabbed Tessa’s clothes and walked back and asked if Luke had a bag, he handed her one from the glove box. Jade shoved her clothes in it and he popped the trunk. Tessa’s phone chimed and he looked at it; the last message was from Alex
 
   -Tessa where are you? We are worried! Alex
 
   -Hey Alex this is Luke, she is safe but a mess, and Jade is taking care of her now. Can you meet us at your camp alone no parents in about an hour, please….Luke
 
   -I will…Alex
 
   Tessa and Jade where hugging and Tessa began to cry, “It’s going to be okay Tessa, you will feel better in the morning.”
 
   “No I won’t,” Tessa said and they walked towards the car. 
 
   “You okay,” Luke asked without looking at her as he pulled away.
 
   “No I am not, you called me a bitch,” she yelled at him and started hiccupping again.
 
   “I said not to be a bitch, Tessa there’s a difference, and you slapped me,” he said he was angry and continued to look straight ahead.
 
   “You were sticking up for her and called me a bitch, of course I slapped you, call me a bitch again and she what happens,” Tessa yelled threatening him. 
 
   “Tessa you’re drunk stop,” Jade pleaded.
 
   “Jade he loves her,” she said sing songly, “he wanted to be her baby…”
 
   “Now you’re being a little bitch,” Luke yelled at her, “Just shut up!”
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   No one said a word the rest of the ride home. He passed Tessa’s house.
 
   “Luke, you missed the turn,” Jade said.
 
   “Alex is meeting us at camp,” Luke said still angry.
 
   “You called my brother?” Tessa asked annoyed.
 
   “No Tessa, I answered his text on your phone while you were throwing up on the side of the road,” Luke sneered.
 
   They pulled into camp and Alex was standing there, his arms crossed and he looked concerned and a bit mad. Luke got out of the car and Jade and Tommy got out of the back, “You stay,” he said to Tessa his eyes gave a warning.
 
   They got out and Alex walked towards them, “She okay?” he asked.
 
   “Just let her sit there for a minute Alex,” Jade said, “We went to dinner and she saw,” Jade started.
 
   “I know what she saw Jade, I’ve known for a week that Mom was seeing someone, Dad told me,” Alex sneered.
 
   Tessa heard him and jumped out of the car and ran towards him, “You knew, Alex, and you didn’t tell me? Dad knew?” she screamed. “What the fuck is wrong with you two?” she said as she started crying and she tripped over a rock and fell. She started to get up and screamed, Luke grabbed her and helped her up.
 
   “Is she drunk?” Alex yelled.
 
   “Yes I am… I am loaded Alex and guess what else, I showed Luke my boobs and asked him to bite them, and I wanted him to,” she yelled. 
 
   Alex went to grab Tessa and Luke said, “Not now man, leave her alone, not now.”
 
   “You need to leave Luke, I will deal with her, and you’ve done enough,” Alex said through his clenched teeth. 
 
   “Don’t talk to him like that, he was a good boy, you should be patting him on the back, he wouldn’t touch me,” Tessa yelled back at him. 
 
   “Tessa enough,” Luke said. “I got this man, give it a minute, please,” Luke picked her up and carried to the other side of the car and set her down.
 
   Jade told Alex the story about the restaurant and the wine and the way Tessa was coming onto Luke and he was a perfect gentleman. She asked him about the man with his mother and he told her that he worked at the hospital with her.
 
   “Tessa drink this,” he said handing her a bottle of water as he sat next to her crossing his arms in front of his chest. “I did not call you a bitch at the park; I said not to act like one. I trusted you with my deepest darkest secret and expected you to keep that secret. Now I am not a Sadi fan Tessa, but that was mean, cruel actually. I have watched you for over a week, how you treat people, your softness was what drove me crazy about you. Tonight I didn’t see that Tessa. I know you are hurting and I am sorry I can’t fix it for you, but don’t you ever slap me across the face again, got it Tessa,” Luke said sternly.
 
   “You called me a bitch in the car,” she whispered.
 
   “Again Tessa, you were way out of line,” Luke said.
 
   “Don’t call me that again, even if I deserve it, got it Luke,” she said.
 
   He stuck out his hand to shake hers, “Deal?”
 
   “Deal,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “You ready to see your brother yet?” he asked.
 
   “No,” she snapped.
 
   He pulled her against him and she wrapped her arms around him and lay her head on his chest.
 
   “Why didn’t you want to touch me tonight?” she asked.
 
   “I wanted to Tessa; your breasts are beautiful, perfect actually. It just wasn’t right, I don’t want to have sloppy drunk sex with you, not for your first time,” Luke said and winked.
 
   “Well I wasn’t asking for sex, I was asking you to, well you know,” she said shyly.
 
   “Not when you’re drunk Tessa, sober and very alert and not for a long time,” he said kissing her cheek. “Drunk women are good for one thing and you are better than that and not when you’re hurting, I want no regrets with you,” he said and kissed her head.
 
   Luke watched his mother bring different men home all the time from her nights out and he despised it, hearing the noise coming for her bedroom disgusted him. Tessa fell asleep, or passed out and he stroked her hair.
 
   Jade, Tommy, and Alex stood on the opposite side of the car, they snuck away. “That was so sweet,” Jade said to Alex.
 
   “I guess, but I want to slap Tessa right now,” Alex snapped. 
 
   ~
 
   They sun started peeking through the horizon, it was morning. 
 
   Tessa squinted and immediately felt her head feeling like it was going to explode, she groaned as she sat up. “How are you feeling baby?” Luke asked.
 
   “Like an elephant stepped on my head,” she groaned.
 
   “I guess you drank too much hu?” Luke said standing up and extending his hand to her. 
 
   “What happened? I mean I remember drinking and seeing my mom, but the rest is a blur,” she said.
 
   “You really want to know?” he smiled.
 
   Her eyes widened and the sun stung them, “Ouch, yes I do, but I need to sit.”
 
   “Maybe you should ask your brother, you told him everything,” Luke chuckled.
 
   “Or maybe you should just tell me,” she asked as she sat back down and held her head.
 
   “Well you danced in the parking lot of the restaurant, and I made you sit on the bench, you climbed on top of me and were grinding on my lap, you put my hand on your backside, and chest and when I tried to pull my hand away you held it there and told me I already got to second base, shall I go on Tessa?” she shook her head yes.
 
   “We went to the park in Ithaca because you had to pee, you asked me whether or not I had STD’s, and by the way, I said no,” he laughed. “Then we sat and you wanted to feed me, the fork was kicking your ass so you decided to feed me mouthfuls of pasta with your fingers, while sitting on my lap with your shirt hiked up grinding into me. Then at one point I bit down on your finger and you seemed to like it a lot. You pulled up your shirt, I guess to see how your body reacted to that excitement, and sat there as I was face to face with my two new favorite girls and fed me more, and then asked me to bite your very alert nipples, by the way I did not,” she finally breathed. “Then Jade came over. Shall I go on?” he asked. She shook her head slowly yes looking scared. “You danced and had fun with Jade. Sadi and Tommy’s ex Kate showed up, you said something about not being on the pill, I told you not to be a bitch and you slapped me across the face in front of them, we left, pulled over, you threw up about a dozen times, Jade changed your clothes on the side of the road, by the way I watched,” her eyes widened again, “You got back in the car and got mad at me and started to tell them about the thing with Sadi, you know my secret?” he scolded “I actually called you a little bitch at that point, which I am sorry about and we came here.”
 
   Holy shit she thought, why didn’t he want to touch me? Holy shit, why is that what I am thinking about?
 
   “Are we okay,” Tessa asked quietly.
 
   “Yes baby we are fine,” he said.
 
   “You sure you liked your two new friends,” she smiled and her head throbbed.
 
   “Baby, I can’t wait to meet them on a more personal level,” Luke smiled and kissed her head. “You are relentless.”
 
   ~
 
   Alex brought Tessa home. She couldn’t even look at him, let alone answer his annoying questions, she snuck into her bed; her father was still asleep, it was only six in the morning. At noon she got up to go to the bathroom. Alex and John sat on the couch. “Stomach bug,” her father asked as she walked passed him. 
 
   “Uh hu,” she said.
 
   She came out and went into the kitchen and made some toast. While she waited she grabbed a couple pain relievers and drank two glasses of water. She ate the toast dry and it seemed to help a bit. She went into the bathroom and ran a hot bath. She soaked until the water started to get cold and when she walked into the living room with her robe on her mother was sitting there with her brother and father. She walked past them “Tessa we need to talk,” her mother said. 
 
   “I am going to get dressed,” she said stomping up the stairs.
 
   She slammed the door and looked at her phone. She had missed a text from Luke.
 
   -hey baby, how are you feeling? If you’re feeling alright my mother would like to meet you tonight, she is going to BBQ….Luke
 
   - I just got this, just ate toast, don’t think I can handle real food, but would love to get out of here, Mommy is here to talk I will text you back when that hell is over, got to get dressed and head down TTYL…Tessa
 
   -Hmm Tessa where my mind is right now…you drive me crazy…Dinner is at 5, I will pick you up…Luke
 
   Drives him crazy she thought, good maybe he would act on it before she was ninety.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa went downstairs and sat in the chair, she looked at her parents, “Talk,” she snapped. 
 
   “I have been on three dates with the man you saw me with last night. Your father knows everything about it. I don’t feel it’s something you should be concerned about,” Maggie said.
 
   “Why do you need to go on dates with him Mom, you’re married and have five kids for crying out loud,” Tessa said scowling at her.
 
   “Tessa, this is an adult situation and you don’t get to make the decisions here, things haven’t changed we both still love you and that has not changed,” John said.
 
   “Thank you John,” Maggie said.
 
   “Are you freaking kidding me? You’re okay with this?” she yelled at him. “Hey Dad, why don’t we set her up an online dating profile and start pimping her out?”
 
   “That’s enough young lady,” Maggie said “I will see you at your game on Tuesday!” she stood and hugged Alex.
 
   “Don’t plan on it Bitch,” Tessa screamed and her mother slapped her across the face.
 
   Tessa stood up and ran to the bathroom. She could not believe she had said that to her, damn her face hurt. She started laughing and couldn’t stop.
 
   “Tessa you okay in there?” Alex said just outside the door.
 
   “Hell yes,” she said laughing.
 
   “Tessa open the door,” Alex said.
 
   “It isn’t locked,” she said laughing.
 
   He walked in and looked at her. “Tessa I am sorry I didn’t tell you,” Alex said and his eyes were sad.
 
   She continued laughing, “Don’t you see,” she said “this takes us off the hook, no more straight and narrow Alex now we can let loose and have fun.”
 
   “No Tessa that’s not right and you know it,” he hugged her and she started to cry.
 
   “Why because she said so, look at her now Alex! All of our life we have done what she says and now look at her, seriously we have been taught all our lives that God’s law and family are what matters the most and we have done a real good job of it. And now look at her Alex! Look at her,” she screamed “I will not do a damn thing she says. She is nothing but a phony. And what the hell is he doing? Letting her date other people? What is this! So no Alex I will not follow their rules,” she said. “I will do what feels right and good,” Tessa was now sobbing and he held her tighter.
 
   “Tessa, you are their child not their judge, keep that in mind,” Alex said holding his sister.
 
   Tessa went upstairs, she knew Alex was right. How her Mother could be so messed up when she was the one who taught them right from wrong? She lay in her bed and cried herself to sleep. At four o’clock her phone chimed and woke her up
 
   -Hey baby I will be there in thirty minutes...Luke.
 
   -Ok…Tessa
 
   She jumped out of bed and grabbed clothes out of her closet, she didn’t even know if it was warm or cold. She ran downstairs and looked in the bathroom mirror. She was a train wreck, all puffy and red; she washed her face “Alex,” she yelled out of the room, “What’s the weather like?”
 
   “Sixty five degrees and sunny why?” he answered.
 
   “I forgot I was invited to dinner at Luke’s at five, he’s on his way and I am a train wreck,” she yelled.
 
   “Did you ask Dad?” he said.
 
   “No can you tell him for me?” she said as she put up the sides of her hair in a clip and combed her hair out, she put gel in it, she put on light make up, more to hide the redness than anything. She ran upstairs and threw clothes out of her closet until she found some black knee length shorts; she grabbed a blue cami and a grey cardigan. She grabbed some black thong sandals and dressed quickly. She ran down the stairs and Luke was sitting at the table with her father, she gasped, where was Alex, she thought. 
 
   “Feeling better Tessa?” John asked.
 
   Good lord what had Luke told him? She shook her head yes.
 
   “Luke said he thinks maybe it was the food, his stomach has been off today, and you’ll be home early right? It’s a school night,” he stood up and kissed her cheek and walked in the living room.
 
   She breathed a sigh of relief; he smiled and said, “You ready to go?” 
 
   “Yes,” she said and started walking out the door.
 
   “Hey you going to grab some shoes,” he asked smiling, “I could carry you but…” 
 
   “Ha ha,” she said and turned to walk away.
 
   “Grab a swim suit Tessa,” Luke said.
 
   “Don’t you think it’s too cold?” She asked.
 
   “Don’t sass me girl,” he smiled and she ran to get her stuff.
 
   She got in the car and he turned it on and turned the car around and pulled out. “You feeling okay,” he asked.
 
   “No I feel awful, and I look like death,” Tessa said.
 
   He grabbed her hand and said, “Tessa you look great. How did things go with your Mom today?”
 
   “Awful,” she said quietly. “I hate her.”
 
   “Wow Tessa those are harsh words,” Luke said.
 
   “Sorry,” she said, “I was just taught one way and they can act another all of the sudden. It’s just not right, I called my mother a bitch today and she slapped me across the face, so I know I deserved it but it pissed me off.”
 
   “In less than twenty four hours we have both called someone a bitch and been slapped for it,” he laughed.
 
   “Luke I am so sorry, I don’t even remember it,” she said and grabbed his hand.
 
   “I am messing with you baby. So you are about to meet my mother, a functioning drunk since I was three, who brings different men home all the time. I am fine, haven’t always made the best choices but I am fine. I don’t like what she does, but I am respectful to her and it has worked so far. Let this situation work for you Tessa and you will be just fine.”
 
   “I will try,” she said. “I am getting really nervous about meeting your Mom.”
 
   “You will be fine, just don’t judge me based on her,” he smiled.
 
   They turned and drove up a big hill and passed a bunch of small homes. At the top of the hill was a newer colonial, it was beautiful, he pulled in and parked in front of the attached garage. She opened the door and stood up. She looked around and decided she loved how quiet it was. 
 
   “Come on,” he said and took her hand and walked around back.
 
   ~
 
   A sidewalk led through a flowery path and he opened the gate to the in ground pool. The pool was beautiful, the whole area was, there was a hot tub and an outdoor kitchen. It was beautifully landscaped and decorated. His mom was standing at the grill cooking chicken; she had on a tank top with a wrap around her waist. She hand long curly blonde hair and a perfect figure. She smiled and had perfect white teeth and full lips, just like Luke. 
 
   “Mom this is Tessa, Tessa my Mom,” Luke introduced them. 
 
   “You are stunning,” Tessa said and immediately turned red.
 
   “And you are precious” she said and hugged her, “and gorgeous, Lucas, can we keep her?” 
 
   “That’s the plan Mom,” he said smiling. 
 
   “It’ll be about 30 minutes, how about you two take a swim, the pool is about 85 right now,” she smiled.
 
   “Sounds great, come in Tessa I will show you the bathroom,” he said grabbing her hand and leading her in. They entered through the family room, to the left was the kitchen, to the right a formal dining area. The front of the house was a large living room and the stairway. They went upstairs and he showed her his mom’s room, it was huge with a king cast iron bed, the walls where a deep wine color. Her bathroom was also very large, a shower and separate Jacuzzi bathtub, granite countertops and double sink. The toilet was in a tiny private room on the opposite side of the room from the enormous walk in closet. It was light purple walls and stone colored tile.
 
   There were two slightly smaller rooms with a bathroom between them. His room was at the opposite side of the house.
 
   They walked in and it was identical to his mother’s in size. His room was gray and had wooden floors. His bedding and curtains were black. His bed was a king sized four post black bed. In one corner was a full trophy case with a weight bench in front of it. She walked around and looked in his large closet, which happened to be bigger than Tessa’s with more clothes than she owned. His bathroom was a bit smaller than his mother’s, only one sink. On his large black dresser were a couple picture, they must be his siblings. There were three prom pictures, one was with Sadi. His room was spotless, just like the rest of his house. 
 
   “Your home is beautiful,” Tessa said. 
 
   “It pales in comparison to you,” Luke said raising his eyebrow.
 
   “Let’s get dressed,” he said taking off his shirt, she starred at him and he laughed, “You like what you see?”
 
   She blushed and looked down, “Yes,” slipped out of her mouth before she could stop it. 
 
   He walked up to her and kissed her hard on the lips and she moaned. He pulled away, “You like what you see Tessa so stop looking down, look at me,” he undid his pants and they slipped to the ground. “Don’t look away Tessa,” he smiled.
 
   “Your mom Luke,” she gasped.
 
   “She’s not coming up here trust me, we could be in here until midnight and she wouldn’t come in,” he smiled and walked up to her in white boxer briefs. He grabbed her head and kissed her again, this time longer and harder, he grabbed her head and started kissing down her neck. He slipped her sweater off her shoulders and she started to tense up, it turned him on. He kissed her harder and pulled her shirt up and over her head, she was growing excited, she felt her nipples start to harden and a knot tighten right below her belly button, as they kissed he skillfully undid her bra with one hand the other still pressing her head into his. He slipped one strap off her shoulder and kissed it. He did the same to the other strap and kissed that shoulder, her erect nipples now rubbed against his bare body and she let out a whimper. He kissed her harder and undid her button on her pants, then the zipper, they slipped off and fell on the floor, she could feel his erection pressing against her belly, she dug his back with her nails and he moaned. He picked her up and grabbed her legs and wrapped them around his waist. She groaned loudly, the knot in her belly was replaced by a hot pulsing between her legs. 
 
   He laid her on his bed and was on top of her, “Oh God Luke stop, please” she said. 
 
   “You don’t like this,” he asked looking at her.
 
   “Too much, I like it too much,” she said squirming. 
 
   He laughed, “It’s not time yet, just wanted my new favorite girls against my skin. How did it feel to you?” Luke asked.
 
   “Luke,” she whined.
 
   He laughed and sat up, “Exactly how I felt last night Tessa,” he stood up and dropped his briefs, he saw her eyes widen. “And that’s how I felt when you showed me your perfect tits,” he turned and walked into his closet. 
 
   Holy shit he was perfect, not that she has anything to compare it to but the few she has seen in movies, and the articles she had curiously read well, he was big and erect. Her body throbbed even more thinking about it. He walked out in his swim trunks, “What are you waiting for baby, let’s go swimming,” he smiled. 
 
   “I don’t want to move,” she said and her eyes were angry.
 
   He laughed out loud as he grabbed her bag and pulled out her swim top and pulled it over her head. He pulled her up and went for her waistband on her underwear, and she pulled away, “I showed you mine now you have to show me yours,” he said grinning. 
 
   “Mine is very angry at you,” she said scowling at him as she slapped his hand away. He laughed harder and turned around. 
 
   “I’m not looking,” Luke said and she saw him smiling at her through the reflection in the very large mirror. 
 
   She grabbed her bag and ran into the bathroom, “No you’re not!” she said slamming the door. She was pissed at him and she knew how ridiculous that was.
 
   She walked out and he was trying not to laugh. She walked out the door and went down the stairs and out the door and dove in the pool. He was laughing when he did a cannonball behind her. They swam to the stairs and sat there.
 
   “You still mad at me Tessa?” Luke asked giving her puppy dog eyes.
 
   “Yes I am, I think you’re trying to torture me,” she said and they both laughed. 
 
   “Did you like what you saw,” he asked quietly in her ear. 
 
   She looked down, “Of course.” 
 
   “What did you want to do with it,” he asked softly in her ear, his hot breath made her hair stand up on the back of her neck.
 
   She smiled and arched her eyebrow, and whispered seductively in his ear, “Bite it,” and she pushed off the stairs and swam to the other side. When she came up she could hear him laughing.
 
   “Lucas honey dinner is ready,” his mom said. He got out and grabbed a towel and wrapped it around his waist. He stood at the end of the pool with one for her; she swam up and walked up the stairs. 
 
   She sat wrapped in a towel while Luke plated the food, she was shivering, “Honey get Tessa a sweatshirt she is cold,” he ran in the house.
 
   “He likes you Tessa, a lot,” she said smiling, “He has only invited one other girl over for a dinner with just the two of us.”
 
   “Sadi,” Tessa said letting her name escape her mouth, stupid mouth she thought.
 
   “Yes, I never liked her, I liked you the minute you walked in through the gate,” she smiled.
 
   “Thank you,” she said.
 
   He walked out and put his sweatshirt over her head. She put her arms through it and he pulled it down and kissed her on the nose. “Better baby?” he asked. 
 
   “Yes thank you,” Tessa smiled at him.
 
   “Hey mom I brought you a sweater,” he said and draped it over her shoulder and kissed her head.
 
   They ate as Luke’s mom shared stories from when he was younger; he looked at her with love in his eyes. He laughed the same belly laugh when she spoke about his childhood as he did when he was amused by Tessa. She saw nothing of the monster she had pictured in her head. He cleared the table and when she got up to help, “No baby, you sit I got this,” he said. She blushed. 
 
   “Tessa, he adores you, thank you,” she said and grabbed her hand, “Thank you Tessa for bringing his smile back.”
 
   He cleared his throat and looked annoyed, “Tessa you ready to go home?” 
 
   His mother looked at him and clearly felt uncomfortable, “It was very nice meeting you,” and she hugged her and turned and smiled at Luke. He had her clothes and her bag. 
 
   They got in the car and started to drive away.
 
    “Hey Luke what’s wrong?” she said as she grabbed his hand.
 
   “Nothing baby,” Luke said running his fingers through his hair.
 
   “That’s not true you’re upset about something, please tell me,” she asked.
 
   “I don’t want to fuckin talk about it,” he said and started driving faster. 
 
   “Please slow down,” Tessa asked. And he didn’t, “Please Lucas, you’re scaring me,” she said. He turned a corner and the car skid on some loose gravel and they did a three hundred and sixty degree turn. The car came to a stop and she jumped out and started walking. 
 
   “Tessa come back here,” Luke yelled after her, she kept walking. He ran up behind her and grabbed her and carried her back to the car, she was kicking and trying to wiggle out of his arms. He sat her firmly on the hood of his car.
 
   “Let me go now,” she screamed at him trying to catch her breath. He didn’t let go. “What the fuck, you are scaring me let me go,” she said and pushed him away. She began shaking partly because she was almost in an accident, and because she still wore her suit under his sweatshirt. He pulled her into him, “Luke let me go,” he let go of her and she got up and reached in the car and grabbed her pants and put them on. She grabbed her bag and started walking home. 
 
   “Tessa you’re five miles away from home, get in the car I will drive slow I promise,” he called after her.
 
   She ignored him and threw her backpack on her back and began to run. He followed her all the way home. She walked in and he saw her bedroom light turn on. 
 
   ~
 
   He drove home and tried to call her, he heard a phone ringing and looked around his car, it was on the floor. He would give it to her tomorrow. He read through her messages, she hadn’t deleted any from him. He took her phone inside with him, he was sure he could get it charged.
 
   He walked into the house and his Mom was sitting on the stool at the counter. “Lucas, come in here please,” she said, “Are you angry with me?”
 
   “Yes I am, why did you have to say that about me being happy again, why Mom?” Luke asked.
 
   “Because I am Luke. She cares about you very much I can tell,” she said, “And for that I am grateful.”
 
   “Well pissed off Luke is back so enjoy, her and I are through,” he said as he stormed upstairs. He slammed his door behind him and started lifting some weights, when he was done he showered and got pajama pants on. He pulled her phone out of his gym bag and took a picture of himself and set it as her ID when he called. He punched in his credit card information and bought the song In Your Eyes and set it as his ringtone. He fell asleep.
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter8]Chapter 8
 
   Luke walked into school that day looking hot, his light blue baggy jeans hung on his hips and his Navy polo shirt touched his body perfectly. He ran upstairs to her locker and she heard the whispers as he got closer. She knew he was coming and she grabbed her books and walked fast in the opposite direction.
 
   Tessa started down the back stairs and he yelled for her, she stopped and turned around, he looked so good and she could smell his cologne. His eyes were guarded and jaw set, she couldn’t tell which Luke she was getting. “You left your phone in my car,” he said as he tossed it to her. He grabbed her hand and walked her to class; she was so mad at him and even madder at herself for not dropping his hand and telling him to pound salt. At the door of her first class he went to kiss her and she turned so he kissed her cheek. She was pissed and he was fucking clueless.
 
   Her phone chimed loudly and music came from it, she quickly turned down the volume and saw his picture staring at her, wet hair, shirtless and that look that makes her want to jump out of her skin
 
   - that was embarrassing Tessa…Luke
 
   -well let me apologize Luke…Tessa
 
   - we need to talk…Luke
 
   She didn’t respond
 
   - see you at lunch Tessa…Luke
 
   She ignored him again. The day went slowly and at lunch she chose to go to the library.
 
   - Cute move Tessa, see you after practice, please…Luke
 
   - don’t count on it…Tessa
 
   Tessa walked out to practice and he was watching her, she looked the other way. When they returned he was getting an ass chewing from his coach and she looked in his direction and quickly away.
 
   - Tessa I am asking nicely please come out I want to talk to you…Luke
 
   - not today Luke….Tessa
 
   - Not cool Tessa…Luke
 
   ~
 
   Tessa went home and did her homework. She made dinner and ate with her family. She and the kids went to the park to play at the playground, she was hanging upside down making silly faces at Kendall when she saw him standing there. She jumped and almost fell off and he grabbed her.
 
   “Put me down please,” Tessa asked, “hey Kendall will you go push Jake on the swing please I will be over in a couple minutes. What are you doing here?”
 
   “I needed to see you Tessa, to tell you I’m sorry,” Luke said softly.
 
   “Sorry for what Luke, sorry for making me completely uncomfortable in front of your mother, for almost killing us in your car, for not letting me go when I asked you to, for tormenting me every time we are alone, sorry for not answering me when I ask what’s wrong? Sorry for what!” she asked
 
   “Tessa I don’t know?” he answered.
 
   “Well when you figure it out let me know!” she said and stormed away, she grabbed the kids and left. He stood there a long time asking himself the same question.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa tucked the kids into bed and went out on the deck, it was a chilly night. She went in and grabbed his sweatshirt out of the dirty clothes basket and smelled it, it smelled so good, almost as good as he looked at any moment of any day. She wondered if he weren’t so perfect would this be so hard. She walked back outside and sat with his shirt on. Alex came out, “What are you doing out here?” he asked.
 
   “Just sitting,” she said.
 
   “Tessa what’s up with you and Luke?” he asked, “He was playing like shit at practice today, got yelled at by the coach.”
 
   “The coach yelled at him for having an off day?” she asked.
 
   “Yep” he said, “So what’s going on?”
 
   “He makes my head spin Alex and I act horribly around him, I am scared that’s all” she confessed.
 
   “Do you love him?” he asked.
 
   “I don’t know,” she said. “I do know there isn’t an in between, either I can’t get enough of him or I am furious at him, it scares me.”
 
   “Have you told him that Tessa?” he asked
 
   “No,” she said.
 
   “Well I think you should,” he said “And preferable before game Saturday,” he said and laughed.
 
   Her phone chimed, it was him.
 
   -I am sorry Tessa for all of it, not just one thing, all of them…Luke
 
   - I accept your apology….Tessa
 
   -are we okay then…Luke
 
   -I don’t know this is crazy for me…Tessa
 
   - I want to come see you now, to talk...Luke
 
   -I have a busy day tomorrow and I need to stay focused, I want this to slow down, it’s all moved crazy fast…Tessa
 
   -I don’t want it to Tessa, I need you…Luke
 
   - And I need to slow down, if we are going to work, it needs to slow down…Tessa
 
   -Good night Tessa…Luke
 
   -Goodnight….Tessa
 
   ~
 
   She got to school early, half because she wanted to see him but the other more sensible half wanted to see if he would respect her wishes. Her sensible side won out. She walked to class alone, and everyone seemed to notice. Her phone chimed.
 
   -Good morning baby, you look gorgeous today....Luke
 
   Her heart sank and she smiled. She shoved her phone in her bag and went to class. She spent lunch again in study hall today out of necessity, she had a test tomorrow and wanted to study knowing she wouldn’t be able to tonight after the game.
 
   -Lonely at lunch without you…Luke
 
   -Sorry have to study, game tonight, it’s away so we will be home late, test Thursday morning…Tessa
 
   -Want some help?...Luke
 
   -No, got to go…Tessa
 
   After school they loaded the bus for their away game, the football team stood outside the bus, he stood arms across his chest scowling. He was so cute pouting. She jumped off the bus and ran up to him, “Wish me luck?” she said.
 
   He smiled and hugged her, “Good luck baby”
 
   Alex smiled at her, “Wish I could be there today Tessa, win okay?”
 
   “Of course,” Tessa smiled.
 
   She ran on the bus and went to the window, “Thank you,” he mouthed and smiled. She beamed back at him. He was hers she thought, for now.
 
   “You look better now,” Jade said.
 
   “I feel better now, ready to kick ass,” she said smiling.
 
   Becca sat with her and Jade and Phoebe across from them, “Anyone else nervous?” Phoebe asked.
 
   “Nope,” Tessa and Jade said at the same time. They all laughed. 
 
   They braided each other’s hair and chatted on their way. They arrived at the school and piled out of the bus. This school was bigger than theirs and after the different schools merged they were reclassified and where now in a harder division.
 
   ~
 
   They went into the locker room and changed, Phoebe was nervous and they cranked up the music and danced to Every Morning by Sugar Raye. Some girls where whispering as they laughed mockingly at the four girls. Jade looked at them and rolled her eyes. She saw Kate standing with them and waved and smiled. Kate raised her eyebrow and turned to walk away. 
 
   “Who was that?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Tommy’s ex Kate, you met her on Saturday night,” Jade laughed, “You may not remember her though, anyway she was sweet and kind and well that was either an act or she is super competitive,” they all laughed.
 
   “Well now we have to serve them girls, in a bowl with a spoon,” Phoebe said all ghettos.
 
   The girls laughed and walked out. “Hey are you two dating Luke and Tommy,” a blonde girl asked.
 
   “Yes why?” Tessa asked.
 
   “How long?” another girl asked.
 
   “A few weeks, but I am sorry I am not sure why that’s any of your business,” Tessa answered giving a confused look.
 
   “Been there,” blonde one said.
 
   “Done that,” another said laughing.
 
   “Three of us on the team have. Good luck,” she said and they all laughed and turned and walked away.
 
   “Why is it that skanky bitches want to tell people when they have been used up,” Phoebe asked and they all laughed.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa was covering blonde number one. “Has he showed you the trick with his tongue yet,” she asked.
 
   They ball was coming towards them and Tessa darted past her and ran the entire field dodging players and dribbling the ball. Kate was goalie and Tessa got it past her and scored the first goal. 
 
   “Oh apparently not,” blonde number one said, “full of frustration are you?” She was passed the ball again and this time blonde one purposely pushed her with her hip, and was given a green card by the umpire. Tessa was able to pass to Becca and she almost made the second goal. The rest of the period went the same, Tessa and Becca almost scored several goals, Phoebe played middy and stopped almost all the back shots from receiving the opposing players. Jade was bored in the goal. 
 
   The last period Jade saw Luke pull in, he and Tommy got out of the car and sat in the bleachers behind them, “Tessa look who’s here to see us,” Jade yelled smiling. 
 
   Tessa turned around and saw Luke, he grinned at her and she smiled. Great now I am going to be distracted, she thought. She saw the three blondes looking up at him and gushing. Yep distracted she thought.
 
   They went back on the field and blonde number one smiled, “So is he here to see you or one of us?” she sneered at Tessa, Tessa ignored her and again scored a goal. She was on fire, the next play started and blonde one had the ball, Tessa quickly closed her down. “Bitch,” blonde one yelled. 
 
   “Good at it,” Tessa replied, taking the ball downfield and passing it back to Phoebe.
 
   Luke watched as Madison taunted Tessa and it made him angry, but Tessa was holding her own. Tessa had the ball again and Madison tripped her with her stick. Tessa fell hard and the wind was knocked out of her. Phoebe ran over to see if she was alright, Jade followed. Tessa stood up and glared at Madison. The umpire stopped the game and issued her a yellow card and sent her to the sin box. “SO worth It,” Madison yelled.
 
   “You are going to sit out Tessa,” Coach V said, “We need to fix that.”
 
   “Wrap it, I want back out there,” Tessa insisted. Coach shook his head allowing it.
 
   She looked up at Luke, his eyes were narrowed and she smiled at him. He shook his head and looked down.
 
   She laughed out loud when she was paired with blonde two. “What’s so funny?” she asked.
 
   “You and I paired up, are you as nasty as blonde one,” Tessa asked.
 
   “Worse,” she said.
 
   “Perfect,” Tessa said laughing, the ball came and Tessa snagged it, blonde two hit her in the same spot on the leg as the first one and laughed in her face. Phoebe came running over and knocked her down to the ground and Tessa grabbed her and pulled her back. “So not worth it,” she yelled in her face. Phoebe and blonde two both were in the box.
 
   Tessa set up for her penalty shot and she made it. She smirked as she walked away.
 
   “Ross get in here,” Coach V yelled. 
 
   She shook her head no and blonde three was next. Tessa could not believe the luck and again started laughing, “You as crazy as the other two,” she asked. Blonde three smirked. “Bring it bitch,” she yelled.
 
   “Tessa,” Luke yelled standing on the sidelines, “Enough get your ass in here,” he yelled.
 
   She smiled and shook her head no. The ball came to her again and blonde three swung with all her might and Tessa jumped and cleared her stick and got the ball and was bringing it down the field when she was hit in the back. The horn sounded and Tessa turned and threw her stick on the ground and went after blonde three. She started running and fell, she let out a pain filled moan. Luke ran and picked her up. 
 
   “Put me down Luke please,” Tessa said “I want to walk off the field,” and he understood.
 
   She sat on the bench and coach V yelled at her, “Ross next time I tell you to come off the field you better damn well listen to me,” he yelled. 
 
   “Yes sir,” she said, “But check out the score, we kicked their butts,” she said and flashed him a big grin. 
 
   “Ya we did,” he laughed as he lifted her leg on the bench. “Tessa that has got to hurt,” he grabbed some ice and set it on her leg, she winced. “Let me see that back he said and lifted her shirt.
 
   Luke did not like him touching her and his eyes gave it away. Tessa looked at him and laughed “Seriously?” she shook her head. He looked away and pouted, she laughed even harder and then “Ouch, Ouch, Ouch,” escaped her mouth.
 
   Luke looked and saw a huge bruise across her back, “Are you fucking kidding me!” he yelled, “Those bitches.” 
 
   “Luke you mind your mouth, got it,” Coach V yelled at him.
 
   She looked at him and giggled, his eyes where a cross between hurt and angry. “You sure know how to pick them,” she said laughing.
 
   “Are they ex-girlfriends Mr. Links?” Coach asked.
 
   “Well sort of,” he said in a boyish tone looking down.
 
   “Anymore we need to know about for the rest of the season?” he asked laughing.
 
   “Several Coach V,” Tessa laughed, “I have met four and all of them have touched me in some way,” she said laughing and touched her heart.
 
   “Links are they all field hockey players,” he said slightly amused.
 
   “No, I don’t think so, they were all cheerleaders,” Luke said, “They never played field hockey.”
 
   “They still don’t, all that well,” Tessa said smugly.
 
   “Alright Tessa,” Coach V said, “I am not going to kid you, this is going to hurt like crazy tomorrow and if it gets red and puffy I want you to go to the emergency room. Links can you see that Miss Ross gets to the bus without getting jumped by your fan club?”
 
   “I want to drive her home,” Luke said insistently staring into her eyes. 
 
   “Not happening,” Coach V said as he walked away.
 
   “Thank God, I am really not fond of your driving,” she said and laughed. 
 
   “I am so sorry this happened to you Tessa, I can’t believe…,” Luke’s eyes were angry and wild.
 
   “Lucas Links, you didn’t hurt me they did,” she said glancing over to the three girls still sitting on the bench getting their butts chewed by their coach, glaring in their directions. She couldn’t stand to see him hurting, “Now I am still pissed at you about the other day, but oddly not about this,” she smiled looking in his steaming eyes, “so this will definitely not be for us it’ll be for them,” she raised her eyebrows and winked at him, “kiss me, please.” 
 
   Luke stood up and took the ice off her ankle, he picked her up and cradled her in his arms and kissed her. She grabbed is face and pulled it deeper into hers and opened her mouth for him, he sat down on the bench and swung her around so that she was facing him. Luke took her face in his hands and explored her hot mouth, she started pulling away and he pushed her head back towards him. One hand on the back of her head and the other he started rubbing her back, she winced and he released her, “Baby I am sorry,’” he said. She felt pressure underneath her.
 
   “Wow,” she said, “That for them too?”
 
   “Never again Tessa that’s all for you,” he said and he started to smile.
 
   “Can we go to the bus now please?” she asked.
 
   He looked down, “Can we wait a couple minutes? And maybe you should get off my lap, that may help the uh, issue.”
 
   “Think of something disgusting maybe that will help?” Tessa offered.
 
   He laughed, “You Tessa, amuse me.”
 
   “Well I hope that’s a good thing,” she said and smiled.
 
   “Please don’t smile at me that’s not helping either,” Luke said clearly uncomfortable.
 
   The three girls started doing laps, they ran past them and blonde one said, “Hey Luke, we are just trying to toughen her up for you, we know you like it rough,” she said.
 
   “Shut up Madison,” he yelled at her.
 
   “So blonde one is Madison, good to know, how long did you date her?” she asked.
 
   “We didn’t date we just had sex,” he said
 
   “And you like it rough?” she asked inquisitively.
 
   “Tessa you can’t say that right now,” he pleaded with her. 
 
   “Oh sorry,” she said and tried to not smile.
 
   They were running around again and blonde two yelled, “Hey Linksy, you hungry,” she asked and laughed.
 
   “Grow up Jenny,” he growled.
 
   “So two is Jenny, hmm,” she said. He expected she would be furious and jealous by this and she didn’t seem to be, he wondered why, “And you like to,” she started.
 
   “No,” he said in a monotone voice.
 
   She smiled and bit her lip. She was curious about him and wanted to talk about what he liked but this probably was not the time or place she thought. Here they come again, what would she learn this time.
 
   “Hey Luke,” she started.
 
   “Go fuck yourself Carly,” he said through clenched teeth.
 
   “Oh I know how that turns you on, same cell number,” she asked “Maybe I could send you a video.”
 
   “Number three is Carly and you and her,” Tessa said out loud.
 
   “I am ready now Tessa,” he said with a pained look on his face. 
 
   She rode to the bus on his back kissing his neck as they passed the fan club. He laughed and so did she. 
 
   “Links come say hi before you leave,” came a voice from a crowd of guys standing near their bus.
 
   “Luke, she will be riding home with me,” she turned and saw her mother.
 
   “Shit,” Tessa whispered in his ear, “it’s my mom.”
 
   Luke turned around and saw her car parked next to the bus. “Of course Mrs. Ross,” he said smiling at her. He sat her down and kissed her gently on the lips. “Sorry about this,” Luke said.
 
   Maggie picked up her leg and looked at it, “We are going to the ER,” she said.
 
   “Mom its fine, just take me home,” she said.
 
   “Do you think it’s broke?” Luke asked nervously.
 
   “I don’t know I just want to be sure,” she said to him, “Luke why did they go after her like this?”
 
   “Mom could we leave please?” Tessa whined.
 
   “I am sorry Mrs. Ross,” he said as he stared at Tessa, “I am Tessa, very sorry.”
 
   Her mom got in the car and Luke walked over to the crowd, he shook hands with several of them.
 
   “That your new piece of ass Links?” one of the guys asked.
 
   “Tessa is my girlfriend,” Luke snapped.
 
   “Oh how long have you been taping that ass?” another asked.
 
   “It’s not like that man,” Luke said.
 
   “You got a virgin,” he asked, “What the hell are you waiting for? Want me to break her in for you, she looks like she could be a lot of fun and has stamina.”
 
   “Do not fucking talk about her like that,” Luke said as he grabbed him by the shirt and pushed him against the bus.
 
   He put his hands up in the air, “Okay man, okay.”
 
   Tommy grabbed Luke’s shirt and they walked away. Jenny smacked his butt as he walked by and smirked at Tessa, he kept walking, “Call me Linksy,” she said. He kept walking and didn’t look back. 
 
   “Is that what you want Tessa?” her mother asked disgusted. 
 
   “Did you hear a word he said Mom? He’s exactly what I want,” Tessa smirked.
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   They pulled into the Medical Center, where her Mom worked. Maggie parked and helped Tessa hobble through the door. She went up to the nurse’s station and talked to a friend of hers. Maggie came back and took Tessa through the double doors. She did her vitals and charting, then led her back to a room. Maggie left and went behind the counter and worked at the computer. She brought Tessa a yellow bracelet in and put it on her wrist. 
 
   Tessa’s mother worked here and had for three years. She was good at her job and Tessa loved that when there was a problem they got to go right in and she took care of them, no waiting. The x-ray tech wheeled her back to the room and took some shots of her ankle. “How are you doing today Tessa?” he asked, “What happened to you?”
 
   “Field hockey game,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “What position did you play, the ball?” he asked sarcastically.
 
   “No,” she laughed “forward, we won.”
 
   “How did you do?” he asked as he helped her onto the table.
 
   “I had some good shots, I played the whole game and walked off the field after the clock ran out,” Tessa said smiling.
 
   “That’s impressive,” he said smiling as he snapped the shots he needed.
 
   A phlebotomist came in and told her they would be doing some lab work, “For an ankle injury?” she asked. The tech smiled and took five tubes. At least her mother wasn’t in the room; she was giving her some privacy. 
 
   The doctor came in and told her she had a tiny fracture in her ankle, nothing they would have caught normally; many people have these and don’t even know it. The pain is from the bruising which is pretty severe but will heal quickly as long as she takes it easy. He put some sort of salve on it and wrapped it tightly. Her back was fine. He looked down at her chart, “It says here that you would like to start birth control pills. We are going to need to do a vaginal exam and be sure everything is alright before I give you the prescription. The pill needs to be taken at the same time each day.”
 
   “You’re doing a vaginal exam?” Tessa burst out.
 
   “No Tessa I wouldn’t feel comfortable with that. A nurse practitioner will do that and then we will talk after,” he said.
 
   She now knew why he looked so familiar, “Is my Mom on the pill?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Tessa that’s nothing you and I will be discussing,” the doctor said.
 
   “Tessa,” her Mom said as she burst through the door. “That’s enough!”
 
   “What are you doing Mom? Because I have a boyfriend you’re putting me on the pill? What if it’s too late, what if he and I have been screwing for weeks now, shit you may be a grandma soon, hey doc what’s it going to be like banging a grandma?” Tessa looked at him her eye’s angry.
 
   “Maggie things will be better if you stay outside, I can handle this,” he said to her holding the door opened as she walked out. “She is trying to help you Tessa, most Moms wouldn’t think to do this and many times it’s too late.”
 
   “Well,” Tessa said loudly, “I am sure I am not pregnant because I swallow it,” Holy shit Tessa what are you saying, what are you doing she thought. “No need for condoms he won’t wear one and he has been around,” she said laughing.
 
   “Your lab results show that there is no pregnancy,” he started. Of course not idiot I haven’t had sex yet. “And you are STD free. The nurse practitioner will be in momentarily,” he said and left the room.
 
   ~
 
   The NP came in and asked Tessa to take off her panties and sit on the table. Tessa did as she asked, she was scared and angry. The nurse pulled out what looked like legs and Tessa gasped. What the hell was this thing, it looks like a damn robot, the Vagatron 5000? She told her to lay back and put her feet in the stirrups, and Tessa reluctantly did. She watched as she uncovered the tray on the wheeled cart next to her, her eyes widened when she saw the metal clamp looking thing, she told her to relax her knees and she put some cold slimy stuff between her legs. Tessa held her breath and the nurse put her fingers inside her. Tessa gasped and began to close her knees and the nurse asked her to relax again and poked around between her legs, she told her she was going to feel a slight pressure on her rectum and before Tessa knew it she had shoved her finger in her ass. She jolted up and looked terrified and the nurse removed her glove. 
 
   “Tessa we are almost done,” she said. “Lie back please.” 
 
   Tessa laid back and tears flooded her eyes. She saw the nurse grab the clamp thing and she put a headlight on her head, holy fuck what was she going to do now she thought, she grabbed the side of the bed and dug her nails into the hard plastic and she began to cry. The nurse slowly put the cold object in her and Tessa heard a click sound and a very painful pressure and pinch. She took what looked like a large Q-tip and rubbed it around inside her. She placed it in a petri dish. Tessa could not imagine what was next. She didn’t want to know, she closed her eyes as the tears continued flowing down her cheeks. Tessa heard a click and the pressure was gone, and the clamp was removed.
 
   The nurse saw her tears, “You can sit up now Tessa.” She handed her a tissue and sat in her stool and put away the Vagatron's cold metal legs. “Everything looks good Tessa, the only issue is your uterus is slightly tipped but that is not a big deal, okay?” she asked. “Do you have any questions?”
 
   Tessa took a few deep breaths and wiped her tears. “Am I still a virgin?” she said and began to cry again.
 
   She stood up and hugged her. “Of course you are, there is a thin layer of skin further up in the vagina, still intact and will be until you have sex or there is heavy manual stimulation,” she sat back down.
 
   “Tessa I can sense that you and your mother are having issues, I want you to take my number and call me if you ever need anything, okay? But she is a good woman, I have known her for years, and she loves you.”
 
   “If she loved me she wouldn’t have done this to me,” Tessa cried, “I don’t want him back in here, can’t you just finish this up I want to go home. I don’t want her back in here either; she can go get the car… can you tell her that please.”
 
   “Sure Tessa, I am going to leave and I will be back with paperwork for you, your mom will have her own okay, there is a box of tissues for you to clean up with right there. You may have some bleeding so there’s a pad if you want to use it,” she smiled and left the room. 
 
   Tessa got dressed and sat and waited for the nurse practitioner to return. She gave Tessa information on STD’s, lots of information. She handed her three packs of birth control pills and a bunch of condoms and explained how to use them. She handed her a card with her office information on the front and she wrote her cell number on the back. She gave her crutches to use for two weeks, which she explained would help her heal better the less she put weight on it which met no running or practice until she was seen again in two weeks.
 
   ~
 
   She used the crutches as she walked out of the ER. Her mom got out and opened the door for her. She glared at her and opened the back door and got in. Her book bag was still on the bus, “Damn it,” she said.
 
   “Tessa, your mouth,” Maggie snapped. 
 
   “My mouth Mom, what about my vagina? How does it feel to sit outside a room knowing someone is in there fucking raping me on a hospital bed?” Tessa yelled at her.
 
   “It was time for you to have an exam Tessa, it’s a routine exam that all women have once a year once there sexually active and you better not speak like that again,” Maggie said trying to stop her voice from quivering.
 
   “Your boyfriend Dr. Feel Good and you make that decision together Mom, you two have a lengthy conversation about my vagina?” Tessa asked rudely.
 
   “Tessa that’s enough,” Maggie said softly.
 
   “No it’s not! What the hell makes you think that any part of that was okay?” Tessa screamed.
 
   “Your actions Tessa, you’re kissing that boy at the end of every game, and the way you sat on his lap, and he was holding you today Tessa, that’s what made it necessary,” Maggie yelled back at her.
 
   “So you get to decide who penetrates me first?” Tessa screamed and tears started flooding down her face. “I hate you Mom and want you to know you literally opened that box, so now its game on!”
 
   Tessa’s mom started towards her house, “Not a chance, I want to go home,” Tessa insisted and her mom took her home. 
 
   ~
 
   They pulled in and she saw Jade was there. Thank God she thought. She got out of the car “Oh no Tessa are you okay?” Jade asked. 
 
   “I am fine, but want to tell the story only once so can we go inside please,” Tessa asked drying her face.
 
   Her mom followed them in the house and opened the cupboard and grabbed a glass of water and handed Tessa a pain pill, “Take this it’ll help with the pain,” she said. Tessa swallowed the pill and sat at the table, her dad warmed up dinner and she sat pushing it around her plate. 
 
   “Tessa has a small hairline fracture on her ankle bone. She will have to be seen in two weeks to be released for PE and Hockey then. Her bruises are pretty severe and she is going to hurt a lot more in the morning. She can have a pain pill every 6 hours but it will make her drowsy and loopy so she should stay home from school tomorrow,” Maggie said as if giving a report at work.
 
   “I will stay with her for a few hours,” Jade offered.
 
   “Jade honey you need to go to school. John what is your schedule tomorrow, I have to work until three.” She said.
 
   “I have a delivery in the morning, I will be home by noon,” John answered. 
 
   “So Jade it is,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “That’s up to her father Tessa,” John said. “Is that all Maggie?”
 
   Maggie answered, “Yes” and she kissed Alex and Tessa on the head, she walked upstairs and kissed the little ones and left. She walked to the car, pulled out and began to sob. 
 
   Tessa started laughing, “What’s wrong Tessa,” John asked. 
 
   “Everything and nothing, I am feeling loopy,” Tessa said, “And I am one dirty girl.”
 
   Jade drew a bath for her and Tessa got in. She washed her hair and sat until the water was cooling and she got out. Jade had left to get an overnight bag and things for school. She returned and sat on the couch with Tessa who was high as a kite. “Luke hasn’t called has he?” she tried to sit up but couldn’t she started to laugh. Jade laughed and got up and grabbed her bag, there were seven missed calls and ten text messages. Tessa was staring at the phone and it rang, his picture popped up “There he is,” she said and laughed. Jade took the phone and pushed the button answering his call. 
 
   “Hey Luke it’s Jade,” she said.
 
   “She left her bag on the bus I brought it up so she would have it when she got home and she just got out of the bath and is stoned out of her mind on pain pills,” she laughed. “I guess you could try,” she handed the phone to Tessa.
 
   “Hello,” she said slowly.
 
   “I am alright,” she answered.
 
   “I would love that Luke,” she laughed.
 
   “Can Jade tell you because I am falling…” Tessa dropped the phone.
 
   “Hey Luke, no I am staying with her tonight and hanging out here in the morning. Her Dad has a delivery he is leaving at six in the morning. Well her ankle is fractured and she is badly bruised, and as you already know she is on some pain pills for the next few days. Okay see you then. I will tell her. Talk to you soon,” she said and hung up. She looked over and Tessa was fast asleep.
 
   She grabbed her phone and sent a text to Tommy
 
   -Hey hot stuff, I am going to stay with Tessa tonight, she has a fractured ankle and I will be late for school tomorrow, I am going to miss you…J
 
   -Hey pretty girl, oh no on both issues, I am going to miss you…T
 
   -Luke is coming here in the morning if you ride with him we could hang out UNSUPERVISED for a little bit :)…J
 
   -Sounds like a plan…a really good plan…T
 
   -Sweet dreams hot stuff…J
 
   -As long as you’re in them…T
 
   -I better be…by the way your ex was a bitch today…J
 
   -Really?? That’s unusual, do you think it was a competitive thing?...T
 
   -No I think it was a Tommy thing, and you better not cave , man…get it cave man…oh the thought of you dragging me into a cave by hair…weird but I think I might like it…J
 
   -Listen naughty girl we have discussed this…revisit in six months right, oh and don’t talk that way or I will bring my club in the morning ….T
 
   -Threat or promise?!?!?!?... J
 
   -Okay revisit in 3 months, your killing me Jade…T
 
   -Goodnight future lover…J
 
   -Your bad…T
 
   -I want to be…J
 
   -Done Pretty girl goodnight…T
 
   -Makes me sad…J
 
   -Two months final answer….T
 
   -If I keep pushing will it go down again?...J
 
   -Nothing about this conversation is making anything go down Jade, goodnight!...T
 
   Jade was smiling ear to ear as she jumped up and ran upstairs and grabbed blankets and pillows. She laid Tessa down on the overstuffed couch and covered her up, Tessa said Luke’s name in her sleep and she laughed. She took the loveseat and fell asleep dreaming of November.
 
   Jade woke up to Tessa trying to stand up, she helped her in the bathroom and she was bleeding a lot. “Tessa it’s not your week,” she said. Tessa started crying and told her the whole story, about Dr. Feel Good, about her fight with her mom, about the Vagatron; she cried and told her about every painful moment. How she felt like she had been raped and how she hated her mom. 
 
   Jade began to cry with her, “I am so sorry Tessa,” she said. She ran the bath and helped Tessa in. She grabbed her pain pills off of the counter and gave her one and a cup of water. The bathroom door was opened as she left to get Tessa’s clothes
 
   “Jade please grab me Luke’s sweatshirt off of my bed and some grandma panties,” she laughed.
 
   “Of course Tessa” she said wiping her eyes and closing the door behind her. She turned and saw Tommy and Luke standing with a brown bag in the living room looking horrified. 
 
   ~
 
   Tommy smiled weakly “We brought breakfast,” he said and held the bag up.
 
   “SHHH” Jade said to them and walked closer, “She is going to die when she founds out you were here.”
 
   “Not before my mother does,” Alex said his voice coming from behind Jade.
 
   Jade looked down and she was in underwear and a tank top, her face turned red and she ran up the stairs. She came down holding Tessa’s clothes. She kissed Tommy, “Hey pretty girl, I am moving that back to a six month revisit,” Tommy said looking terrified.
 
   “I agree,” she said walking into the bathroom.
 
   “I feel better,” Tessa laughed.
 
   “The pills kicked in hu,” Jade said.
 
   “Yep, I think I could go for a run, on these babies,” Tessa said. “Awe Jade you got my sweatshirt, help me put it on” she said, “no not the bra I want my boobies touching it,” she laughed “might want to grab two pads,” she laughed.
 
   “Tessa the boys are out there so try to be quiet,” Jade whispered.
 
   “What?” she yelled. 
 
   They walked out a few minutes later and they had set breakfast on the coffee table. Jade came out first and Tessa hobbled out on her crutches. 
 
   Alex looked at her, “What did Mom do to you Tessa?” burst out of his lips.
 
   “Alex,” Tessa said and tears formed in her eyes, “Not now.”
 
   “Hi Luke, hi Tommy,” she said and sat down, they stared at her, “It’s not as bad as it looks, most people don’t even know they have a fracture when it’s this small, but the bruising hurts and I have really good pain meds.” It was still quiet, “So breakfast looks wonderful,” she said. “How about we eat,” Jade went and grabbed plates and napkins. She started laughing. “It is far too quiet,” her head started to wobble. “You guys should try one of those pills, they make you feel funky.” She ate half of the bagel and drank the juice.
 
   Tessa started to lie down and Luke grabbed her pillow and put it behind her. He sat on the couch and lifted her legs and sat them on his lap, he cringed when he say the purple and yellow bruise that went from the top of her foot up to almost her knee.
 
   “I am so sorry baby,” he said and kissed her leg from toe to knee.
 
   “Luke you didn’t beat me with a hockey stick, and there are other places that,” she started.
 
   “Tessa go to sleep,” he interrupted and threw a blanket over her face and she giggled as her eyes closed and she fell asleep.
 
   “Alex, don’t you dare talk to your mom about what you heard until you have talked to Tessa, she didn’t think you guys were out here. God willing she won’t remember,” Jade said to him. “And that goes for both of you too, she was sharing that with me in confidence got it!”
 
   “Yes dear,” Tommy said. She smiled at him.
 
   “So would you like to know about your wonderful Kate yesterday?” Jade asked.
 
   “Jade I never said she was wonderful, I did break up with her you know, she wasn’t perfect like you pretty girl,” he said.
 
   “Well she was downright rude,’” Jade said putting her hands on her hips.
 
   “I’m sorry,” Tommy said and took her hand.
 
   “At least she didn’t beat you with sticks,” Luke said quietly as he stared at Tessa.
 
   “So what happened,” Alex asked.
 
   “Blonde one hit her in the ankle, blonde two hit her in the same ankle, about the same spot, then Phoebe went flying across the field and pounced on her, blonde three tried but Tessa leaped over her stick and took the ball down and then blonde three got her from behind across the back,” Jade gave the play by play.
 
   “Who the hell where these girls Luke, ex-girlfriends?” Alex asked.
 
   “No not girlfriends per say, just girls I use to, well you know,” he said.
 
   “So four girls have gone after my sister because of you?” Alex said his voice angry.
 
   “I think it is because there freaken crazy, it’s not Luke’s fault,” Jade snapped at Alex.
 
   Alex sat and thought about it, “Phoebe went after one of them?” he smirked.
 
   “Yep she got red carded,” Jade said.
 
   “Nice, I like Phoebe,” Alex smiled. “When did hockey become more dangerous than football?”
 
   ~
 
   Alex and Tommy went to school, Luke refused to leave. Jade was staying for a couple more hours. After an hour Tessa sat up. She stood and whimpered, she hunched over grabbing her belly. Jade was in the bathroom getting ready for school, Luke grabbed her waist and steadied her. “Good morning sleepy head,” he whispered in her ear.
 
   At first she was confused and then she remembered the earlier events. She took a deep breath and smiled, “Hi Luke,” she said and looked at the ground.
 
   He lifted her chin up and looked at her eyes, “You okay Tessa.” 
 
   “Yes I am fine thank you,” she smiled at him, “I do however need to go the bathroom.”
 
   He let her lean on him while he walked her to the door. She knocked and Jade opened it. “Tessa you look, um, better,” Jade said. 
 
   “You have never been a good liar,” Jade smiled as she came in. Jade shut the door and Tessa went to the bathroom, she was still bleeding but not as bad. She took care of her mess and washed her hands. She brushed her teeth as Jade did her hair. Tessa threw her wet hair up in a messy bun on top of her head. 
 
   “You guys should go to school, I am fine and do not plan on taking any of those pills again, they are horrible,” she said and laughed.
 
   Jade turned and hugged her. “Jade I am fine, the momster told me that it is something women have to do once a year when they are sexually active.”
 
   “Then I am never having sex,” Jade said.
 
   “If it was as horrible as that then we probably would never have been born Jade,” she said.
 
   They came out of the bathroom and Luke had cleaned up the mess on the coffee table. He walked in the living room. She sat on the couch and put a pillow on the coffee table and set her leg on it. She grabbed the remote and turned on the TV, “You guys go to school my Dad will be here in a couple hours and I am going to sit here and veg, I will be fine”.
 
   “Alright, I will get your schoolwork for you and bring it to you after school,” Jade said. “Do you need anything else?”
 
   “Just one thing, find out when we play them again,” Tessa said through her teeth.
 
   “Will do,” Jade said “see you at lunch Luke,” she walked out the door.
 
   ~
 
   Luke sat next to Tessa and pulled her gently into him. They sat quietly for a few minutes, “You can go now Luke, I will be fine,” she said rubbing his leg.
 
   “I’m not leaving, as many times as you tell me it’s not my fault I know it is, I am staying here,” he said.
 
   “Okay, again, it’s not,” she said and smiled up at him.
 
   “Tessa there is a lot you don’t know and I want you to, I want you to know everything,” he said looking down at her sadly and quickly looked away.
 
   She grabbed his face, “Tell me then and please look at me when you do,” Tessa said smiling.
 
   “Okay, the girls from yesterday, well I have known them for years, two to be exact. I have slept with them on and off for that long. They know about each other and each has gotten jealous at one point or another, but they continue coming back, until about six months ago,” he said.
 
   “Why would you do that to them?” she asked.
 
   He looked at her and was shocked that she was not disgusted but curious. “I would get drunk and one of the three was always around. When we had sex it wasn’t nice sex it was rough, kinky, nasty, with toys sex. We fucked Tessa never made love. At one point the three decided that we should all join in together, I considered it and thought it would be cool,” she gasped, “My mom was away one night and they all came over with a bong and well, it was every man’s fantasy.” 
 
   “How often did this happen?” she asked.
 
   He couldn’t believe she was still asking questions, she was calm and relaxed. “Well from the fall of sophomore year I think, ya Mom takes a break and goes to dry up for Christmas, most of the time it’s in the fall.”
 
   “Who do you stay with?” she interrupted.
 
   He laughed, “I stay by myself, I can handle it.”
 
   “Apparently not,” she said and laughed.
 
   “Tessa I just told you that I had sex with the three girls who beat you black and blue with a hockey stick yesterday and you’re laughing. You are not like anyone else I have ever been with, you are amazing. I enjoy spending time with you and I feel like for the first time I can be honest with someone, not just can be but want to be. I swear that’s why I fell in love with you,” his eyes widened and he looked down.
 
   “Why Lucas Links I think you should look at me when you’re talking to me,” she said grinning. He sat there looking at the ground, she grabbed his face and turned it to hers, “If you want to take it back you can,” she said smiling, “maybe you love me like a sister or a friend it’s okay.”
 
   “I wish I could,” he said. “But I can’t Tessa, I don’t think I ever will be able to. You are so much different than most girls I have met, you are special, you are perfect, and I Love You Tessa Ross,” he said looking into her eyes. 
 
   She leaned forward and kissed him gently on the lips, she rested her forehead against his, “Lucas Links, as much as I am scared out of my mind, I think I’m in love with you too… can you breathe now because I want some lip action.” 
 
   He breathed and they kissed deeply yet softly, his tongue entered her mouth and she accepted. She pulled away and gently kissed his face and back to his lips. He opened his mouth and her tongue entered it, she kissed his cheek and then to his ear, she gently came back to his lips and he moved to her ear, “Thank you Tessa,” he whispered.
 
   “For what,” she asked.
 
   “For loving me anyways,” he said and she felt wetness on her face. She hugged him and he hugged her, his head lay on her shoulder, her lips kissing his head. 
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   The next two weeks were perfect, every morning he met her at her locker and walked her to first period class. They ate lunch together every day. And when he was at practice she was sitting on the bench watching her team become stronger. One Saturday they took the kids to the zoo and out to lunch, the other they had dinner at his house. His mother seemed to be doing well; he hadn’t seen her drink in almost a month. She attended football games and sat with Tessa. They watched him and cheered him on together. On Sundays she went back to church and the four girls started a junior’s choir, Kendall loved the stage and Jake was getting used to the idea of it. After church Luke would join them for dinner. He always helped her clean up and it normally ended in a water fight. After dinner her dad and Alex were teaching him to shoot and he was an awesome shot, he would more than likely be hunting with them in November. They would occasionally go out to dinner with Jade and Tommy. They laughed all the time and kissed often. 
 
   -Hey baby, homecoming is Saturday and I don’t have a date, been so busy forgot to ask anyone, you free? LYA...Luke.
 
   -I don’t know so many suitors let me see what I can do…hmmm, OF COURSE…LYA Tessa.
 
   - Thank God because I left a present in your closet, hope you like it…LYA Luke
 
   She ran upstairs and opened her closet, she saw a beautiful floor length light blue gown. Kendall was asleep in bed so she silently had a happy dance party. 
 
   -I have fallen in love with this beautiful gift…Thank you! I LOVE YOU ANYWAYS…Tessa
 
   -Thank you Tessa for making me happy, my life has been perfect since you have been in it…LYA Luke
 
   ~
 
   Tessa had butterflies in her belly on Tuesday, her game was home and it was against the three B’s. She knew she was ready. He walked her to class in the morning, “You nervous Tessa?” he asked. 
 
   “I am,” she admitted.
 
   “Then don’t play,” he said very seriously.
 
   “What’s the worst that can happen?” she asked and smiled at him.
 
   “Tessa,” he said holding her face in his hand, “I can’t see them hurt you again and know that it has something to do with shit in my past.”
 
   “You better be there to support me Luke, I am not afraid of them, I am only afraid of you not being there,” Tessa said.
 
   “See you at lunch,” he said as he kissed her deeply and groaned, “I love you Tessa.”
 
   At lunch she was pushing her food around the plate when he sat down, he took her fork and loaded it with as much pasta as he could “Open Tessa,” she did and laughed as he loaded her mouth with food. “Now bite it,” her eyes got wide and he laughed.
 
   She chewed and swallowed; he loaded the fork again and put it in her mouth. 
 
   Sadi walked by, “Good God first her ankle what now are her hands broke,” she barked.
 
   Tessa stood up and pushed her chair backwards, “Walk with me Sadi, if you don’t I will drag you ass out of here,” Tessa said to her. 
 
   “Tessa let it go,” Luke said.
 
   “I’m not afraid of you bitch let’s walk,” Sadi said storming out of the cafeteria. They walked into the locker room.
 
   ~
 
   “What the fuck is your problem with me?” Tessa yelled.
 
   “Isn’t it obvious you whore?” Sadi yelled back.
 
   Tessa sat on the bench, “I guess it is, but tell me something is this making it any better for you? Does this help you get through your day?” 
 
   “Don’t try to shrink me Tessa, the minute you stop fucking him he will be crawling back to me, he always does!” she yelled.
 
   “Sadi, I haven’t slept with him,” Tessa said.
 
   “Whatever now you’re a lying whore,” she said, this time in a calmer voice.
 
   Tessa sat and looked at her, “No Sadi, I’m not.”
 
   “So is that your game, you’re stringing him along so he pants after you like a little puppy?” she said and was very angry.
 
   “No, Sadi, I love him and he loves me, it’s not like that,” Tessa said cautiously.
 
   “He loves you? What makes you think that, you delusional bitch,” Sadi asked.
 
   “Do you really want to know the answer to that question?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Among others,” she said.
 
   “Then ask away Sadi,” Tessa said.
 
   “Why do you think he loves you,” she yelled.
 
   “Because he tells me he does,” Tessa answered.
 
   “Have you met his Mother,” she asked.
 
   “You’ve seen me at games with her Sadi,” Tessa answered softly.
 
   “Has he told you about us?” she asked.
 
   “Sadi, that’s not my business,” Tessa answered.
 
   Sadi sat on the bench facing her, “Do you know about the girls who beat your ass at the hockey game?”
 
   “I do,” she said.
 
   “Did he tell you he told me he loved me,” Sadi asked.
 
   “Yes,” Tessa said.
 
   “Does he still?” she said tearing up.
 
   “I know he cared after you jumped me in the parking lot or he wouldn’t have gotten you out of there,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “Does that bother you?” she asked.
 
   “No, you two had a past Sadi,” she said softly.
 
   “We did,” she said, “I was pregnant,” she said in a whisper. “I had an abortion, I aborted our baby,” she said and she started crying.
 
   Tessa put her arm around Sadi and pulled her into her shoulder, Sadi cried.
 
   “Don’t you want to know why?” she asked.
 
   “It’s not any of my business Sadi, that’s between the two of you and God,” Tessa said.
 
   “He slept with the girls who attacked you and I wanted his game to be over, I couldn’t handle it I was scared, I didn’t want to have his baby and be connected to him forever. He hates me because of it and I hate me too,” she said sobbing.
 
   “Sadi, I cannot imagine what it must have been like to have to make that decision, I am so sorry,” Tessa said.
 
   “I hate you,” she said “and I don’t know why.”
 
   “I understand and I don’t know how,” Tessa said, “I do know that it’s hurting you to be so angry, you are stunning and young and although I have yet to see it, lovable.”
 
   Sadi laughed and sat up. “How do you do it? How do you not give in to him?”
 
   Tessa shook her head, “He told me he loves me and I love him, I want it to be right and have no regrets if it ends.”
 
   “Can I still hate you?” she said.
 
   “If you need to I guess but could you please stop trying to beat me up, that’s getting annoying!” Tessa said and smiled.
 
   The bell rang, “Got to get to class,” Tessa stood.
 
   “Good luck tonight,” Sadi yelled to her as she walked out the door. 
 
   They walked into the hall and smiled at each other. Jade, Becca, Phoebe, Tommy, and Luke stood there waiting. Sadi looked at Luke, “I forgive you,” she said and walked away.
 
   Tessa looked at him and turned away; he grabbed her hand and pulled her towards him, “Are you ok?” he asked.
 
   “Yes I am,” Tessa replied.
 
   “Are you pissed at me?” he asked.
 
   “A little, you left out the part about fucking the three blondes before she aborted the baby?” Tessa whispered.
 
   “You told her you knew?” Luke snapped.
 
   “No Luke she asked me if you told me what happened with the two of you. I told her it was none of my business and she cried and told me what she had done, and then she told me why,” Tessa said firmly.
 
   “You hate me now?” he asked.
 
   “I told you and now her that I was not involved with you then. That was your past, as long as it stays there we are fine. I will let it go,” she said, “But Luke you have to tell her you forgive her and make yourself forgive her, she made a horrible decision on her own that was brought on by the pain you caused her, no it was not right but who are you to judge her?”
 
   “So I’m a piece of shit because of what she did?” he asked.
 
   “No Luke, but you hurt her. Regardless of what she did, you need to take some ownership in it and forgive her. Starting with saying you’re sorry that your head was wherever the dark place it went to when this all went down,” Tessa said.
 
   “Who are you?” he said and was angry. She looked at him confused, “Why do you think you get to tell me what to do?” Luke asked.
 
   Tessa looked at him and shook her head, “The person who loves you anyways,” tears filled her eyes and she walked in her classroom. 
 
   ~
 
   This was not good, she thought and she felt sick to her stomach and went to the bathroom and threw up.
 
   “You okay Tessa,” Jade asked as she pulled her hair back. 
 
   “No Jade I’m not,” she said and threw up again.
 
   -Tessa just went in the bathroom and threw up after fighting with your asshole friend…J
 
   -By asshole friend can I safely assume you’re talking about Luke?...T
 
   -let him know he sucks and if anything happens because her head is up her ass at the game I am going to beat him with a hockey stick…J
 
   -anything for you pretty girl…T
 
   ~
 
   The bell rang and Tessa walked to the locker room to get changed. The girls were in there waiting. They made her eat some crackers and drink some juice. 
 
   “Head in the Game Ross,” Becca said. 
 
   “Attention ladies this is your captain Phoebe speaking, it is going to be a rough flight but we are in for a smooth landing. The penalty box is to your right” she pointed “and to your left,” she pointed again. “In case of emergency please feel free to utilize them, but make it count,” she said and everyone laughed.
 
   They ran out and passed the boys on their way to their field. 
 
   Luke didn’t even turn around, “go get them Tessa!” Alex yelled.
 
   Tessa sat on the bench and coach V wrapped her ankle. She had gotten new shin guards and slid them on; she laced up her cleats and watched as the three B’s walked towards the field.
 
   “Tessa you’re going to defend today,” Coach V said.
 
   “Not a chance,” Tessa said focused on her opponents.
 
   “I am the coach Ross you just got back you need to listen,” he lectured her. 
 
   “You’re also human and competitive, would you want to be sitting in the back against a bunch of bitches that messed you up?” she asked.
 
   He shook his head, “Fine but the minute they start messing with you you’re going back, got it?”
 
   “I prefer to sit in the box over the bench, I will be fine,” she said and smiled at him. 
 
   He put her in the front line against B1, “Back so soon? Guess we didn’t do that great of a job then hu?”
 
   “I am not into the three on one thing, actually never been asked, guess I am good enough all by myself, so right now it’s me and you so give me all you got girl,” Tessa said smiling .
 
   “You little bitch,” B1 snapped.
 
   “You want to start name calling, I can think of a few for you too,” Tessa smiled. 
 
   The ball was passed to Tessa, she grabbed it and in the blink of an eye, she had made a goal, B1 didn’t even know it was coming. 
 
   Tessa walked over and smiled at her opponent. She heard a voice from the stands, “Great shot Tessa,” she glanced and saw Luke’s Mom in the bleachers, she waved.
 
   “So you ready to play yet?” Tessa asked.
 
   “I came ready,” she stewed.
 
   “Hey you ever meet Luke’s Mom?” she asked, “I mean been to there house when she was there?”
 
   “Of course I have been there when she was home,” she snapped.
 
   “Oh so I wonder which one of us she is here to see?” Tessa asked ad B1 looked into the bleachers. She ran for the ball and past B1 before she even noticed she was gone.
 
   “You falling asleep on me B1,” she asked and Madison dropped her stick and lunged at her. She was on top and that quickly changed. Tessa was laughing when she hopped up, “Is that all you’ve got,” the umpire red carded her immediately.
 
   Phoebe looked at her, “Don’t you go stealing all the fun, I want to play to,” Tessa laughed and B2 stood in front of her which made her laugh even harder, pissing B2 off.
 
   “Hey nice seeing you again,” Tessa said doing a few jumps and twirled around. “All better, thanks for asking.”
 
   B2 said nothing, oh boy Tessa thought. “Are you going to play nice today?” Tessa asked.
 
   B2 smiled, “Not on your life.”
 
   “That’s what I thought that’s why the cops came today,” Tessa said nodding to the bleachers; the whistle blew as B2 turned away and she darted out and grabbed the ball and headed towards the goal. She passed to Becca.
 
   She went back to face B2. “Nice try Ross, no cops!”
 
   “Not yet” she smiled, “try me,” Tessa hissed, “Did you see Luke’s mom?”
 
   “What is she doing here,” she asked.
 
   “She’s here to watch me play, because her son loves me,” she smiled and she wondered if he still felt that way.
 
   “He told you that?” she asked shocked.
 
   “Every day,” Tessa said.
 
   B2 swung the stick and Tessa ducked, she was Red carded as well. 
 
   Tessa took a deep breath and closed her eyes. Two down, one to go she thought, she looked over and the football practice had ended. A group of them were walking over, she saw her brother and Tommy but not Luke. She looked past them and saw Luke and Sadi talking, his head hung low. “And you thought you could change him?” she looked and it was B3.
 
   “That girl has been the only one he has turned me down for and look, things have not changed,” she said without an ounce of nasty in her voice.
 
   “So are you here to play or are you going to try to kick my ass again too,” Tessa asked with a defeated tone to her voice. 
 
   “Looks like your ass just got kicked, let’s play,” she said and smiled.
 
   The whistle blew and they both went for the ball, Carly got it first. Tessa snagged it back and headed down the field, and Carly got it back and passed it down the field, Phoebe stopped it and passed to Becca and Carly grabbed it again. Tessa ran back towards them and couldn’t get it back. Carly shot at the goal and Jade caught it.
 
   Jade hit it out and Carly took it back and made a goal.
 
   Back at the line Tessa smiled, “Good shot,” and she glanced over towards Luke, Sadi was hugging him and he stood arms to his side. 
 
   Carly looked and saw to, “You going to let it happen again?” she asked and raised her eyebrow and smiled.
 
   “Not a chance,” she said as the whistle blew. She took the ball and ran down for a goal. She hi fived her team mates and went back. 
 
   “Good shot Tessa Ross,” she smiled. The whistle blew, it was half time. “Hey you going to be okay?” she asked.
 
   “Ya, I will be, and how about you?” Tessa asked.
 
   “As long as I stay sober there is nothing there, just got caught up in a dirty game that’s all,” she said smiling looking at the ground.
 
   “Did you know him when he was sober?” she asked.
 
   “A little, I am sure he’s ok. We are all fucked up and have shitty family lives, you know the broken family kids that fall in the cracks, we are emotionally disturbed as my shrink says,” Carly smiled.
 
   “My parents split a month ago, so I guess I am emotionally disturbed now as well,” Tessa said and they both laughed.
 
   “Hey Tessa, Carly,” Luke said from behind them. 
 
   “Hi Luke,” Carly said. “How are you?” she asked.
 
   “I’m well. Are you three still trying to kick my girlfriend’s ass?” he said.
 
   “Well I’m good; the other two are red carded,” she said and laughed.
 
   “You okay baby?” he asked Tessa.
 
   She looked down, “Oh you’re mad at me? You asked me to apologize to her and I did,” he said.
 
   “Holy shit,” Carly said laughing, “Luke Links is in love.”
 
   Luke laughed at her, and his face turned red, “I am,” he said and pulled Tessa into his arms. “Sobriety and Tessa have been good for me,” he laughed and kissed Tessa’s head.
 
   “Well Luke I am happy for you, truly I am,” Carly said, “It’s a work in progress but I am getting there too.”
 
   Tessa looked at her and smiled, “I think you’re my favorite so far,” they laughed.
 
   “See you in a few minutes Ross, so I can kick your ass up and down this field,” she said walking away.
 
   Tessa looked up at him, “You’re not mad at me?”
 
   Luke laughed, “I didn’t say that,” and he kissed her.
 
   “Your Mom’s here,” she said beaming.
 
   “No shit Tessa, you are my little ray of sunshine,” they walked over and said hello to his mother. 
 
   The game ended 3-1, they all walked back to the school. Tessa and her team went in and showered and changed. So did the boys. They met in the parking lot and Tessa ran to Luke and jumped into his arms. She kissed him wildly. “Slow down crazy girl,” he laughed.
 
   “I love you Luke, I was so scared you were pissed at me,” she said kissing him.
 
   “Let’s get something straight, I am pissed at you, or was, it hasn’t sunk in yet, but I love you anyways,” he winked and kissed her head. “So you threw up after our fight?” he asked and her face turned red. “Wow Tessa I have some effect on you don’t I,” he smiled and his eyes danced.
 
   “Yep and it still scares me,” she admitted.
 
   He looked past her and stiffened his stance. B1 and B2 were behind her, “So Luke you love this girl hu?” they asked in unison.
 
   “Well hello Madison and Jamie,” Luke said annoyed. 
 
   Tessa looked up at him, “It’s like the movie where the ghosts come back and haunt the ex, so we have four down and how many to go?” she asked secretly hoping he would make things right with them too. He smiled at her and kissed her head. 
 
   “I do, are you two here to apologize?” he asked in an arrogant tone. Alex walked up, “You want to take her,” Luke asked.
 
   “Anywhere she wants to go,” Alex said and pulled Tessa off Luke and carried her to the truck as she tried to wiggle free.
 
   “Oh so that’s what you’re into now?’ Jamie said, “He’s hot I’ll play with him too,” she said and they both laughed as they checked Alex out. 
 
   “Nice ass,” they called after Alex.
 
   The girls were at the truck and Phoebe was annoyed and started off after them. Alex grabbed her around the waist as she passed and carried them both to the back of the truck and plopped them on the tailgate.
 
   “Wow you are strong,” Phoebe said and blushed and looked at the ground.
 
   “And you’re feisty,” Alex said smiling at her.
 
   She giggled and they stared at each other. Jade looked at Tommy and laughed, “Look at them, aren’t they cute,” Jade said and everyone heard them. “You have a date to homecoming Alex?” 
 
   “Not yet,” he said still looking at Phoebe. 
 
   “Well ask her then,” Jade smiled.
 
   “Butt out Jade,” he said
 
   Phoebe’s eyes looked sad as she looked down.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa watched carefully as the two B’s stood in front of Luke, his hands deep in his pockets and shoulders sunk in.
 
   “It’s her brother,” Luke said, “It’s not like that.”
 
   “So what is it like?” Jamie said laughing. 
 
   “Yes do tell,” Madison asked.
 
   “I am sorry for whatever it was we were doing. It was not right of me to treat you all like that,” Luke said. 
 
   “Oh shit Linksy, we are big girls and loved it. Carly may be out but there are still two of us that want to play,” Jamie said reaching for his waist band.
 
   He moved away, “Knock it off; I am sorry if I hurt you in any way. This is done. I have a girlfriend and I love her. And you two are to leave her alone.” 
 
   They laughed, “If we don’t will you spank us?” Madison asked.
 
   “We are done here,” Luke said and walked away. 
 
   “We will see you soon,” Madison called after him.
 
   “Not a chance,” he yelled, staring at Tessa who was watching him.
 
   Luke walked up to the truck and grabbed her, he pulled her behind him. 
 
   “I am supposed to give Phoebe a ride home Luke,” he turned looking wildly into Tessa’s eyes and bent down pushing his forehead into hers, breathing deeply.
 
   “Alex I want to take Tessa home, could you give Phoebe a ride home?” Luke asked.
 
   “I would love to,” Alex said smiling. Phoebe blushed and looked down.
 
   Luke tossed his keys at Tessa, “You drive please to my house.”
 
   He was acting odd, she didn’t argue, she jumped in the driver’s side and adjusted the seat and mirrors. He leaned his seat all the way back. She backed up as Jamie and Madison watched. “He’s letting her drive,” Jamie said
 
   “Well that’s that,” Madison said sadly.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa drove as he watched her; he grabbed her hand and held it to his chest, his heart was beating like crazy. She was so proud of him. He was trying to control his breathing, he looked damn good. She looked back at the road as she swerved to miss a deer. He sat up, “What was that.” 
 
   “A deer,” she said quietly, “Luke, are you mad at me?”
 
   “No Tessa I am not I am just frustrated right now,” he said letting out a deep breath.
 
   “Oh,” she said.
 
   “Would you pull over up here there’s a turn around,” he told her.
 
   She pulled over he turned off the car. She looked at him with wide eyes.
 
   “Baby, I need to tell you what is going on with me right now and I need you to listen, can you do that for me,” Luke asked.
 
   “Of course I would do anything for you,” she said. 
 
   “Fuck Tessa that’s not what I want to hear right now,” he whined.
 
   “I’m sorry Luke I don’t know what you want me to say,” she said, she was getting scared.
 
   “Tessa you know how hard it is for an alcoholic or drug abuser to stop using?” he asked.
 
   “Yes I have read things about it,” she said softly.
 
   He laughed at how damn innocent she was, she looked confused. She even looked hot when she was clueless, he thought.
 
   “Ok so to clean up they have to stay away from their drug of choice right?” he said and she shook her head yes. “Now imagine someone was trying to clean up in a bar or frat house or I don’t know anywhere that stuff is available, well it would be impossible. Tessa my drug of choice is sex. And I feel like a fucking crack head that has a pipe surgically implanted in his body.”
 
   “Luke how is sex like a drug? I don’t get it,” she said.
 
   “Fuck Tessa,” he grabbed her hand and placed it on his pants, “This is what I’m talking about.” 
 
   Her jaw dropped and she quickly removed her hand, “You want them Luke?” she said as she felt her eyes get hot. 
 
   “No Tessa this didn’t happen there it happened as soon as I touched your hand. You are killing me,” he said and he punched the dash. 
 
   “Okay,” she said and placed her hand back on him and he pushed her hand away.
 
   “No as soon as that happens things will change. I love you Tessa I don’t want things to change, you make me want to be a better person, you make me want to love you, you have loved me better than anyone and not because you have to but because it’s who you are,” he yelled. “I want to spend a very long time with you I am just scared that it will change. I am not willing to change that and it is like going through withdrawal.”
 
   “So you’re never going to have sex with me?” she said. He laughed out loud and she looked at him confused. “Luke now you need to listen, sometimes I feel like you’re just waiting for this to fail and I will never feel what it’s like to have all of you,” his eyes got as big as saucers and he punched the car again and jumped out, she followed.
 
   “Is this a game to you? Do you like to play with my head and make me feel like I am less desirable than any one of the dirty dozen Luke?” Tessa yelled.
 
   “What are you talking about Tessa I am trying to be a better for you, I am not playing a game,” he yelled at her.
 
   Holy shit she was going to lose him she thought, “Am I an experiment? A new toy? I don’t know Luke I want you badly and you keep telling me how much you don’t want me, I am confused this is all new to me, if it is going to work with us,” she said walking towards him “it will work because of here,” she said touching his heart, “the bonus will be here,” she said pointing down.
 
   Luke looked at her, “I know you know that Tessa and I wish that I had been brought up to feel that way. I want to change. I have looked four girls in the eyes today knowing they are as fucked up as I am and told them I was sorry because it’s the right thing to do, because in the short time I have known you I have learned that.”
 
   “Ok,” Tessa said.
 
   “OK what Tessa?” Luke asked.
 
   “I don’t know,” she cried, “I don’t know how to make you feel better, if we have sex it’ll get old for you, if we try to be friends I think I will die without knowing you love me, I don’t know what to say or do all I know is right now I feel helpless and stupid and my heart breaks for you,” he hugged her. “I would stay here forever with you Luke if I knew that it would make you happy she whispered,” her tears had stopped, she had no more. “I know that I love you and I am happy and feel loved when I am with you, but what just happened crushes me, it hurts, and I am willing to do whatever it takes to keep you happy, but it has to be forever and I know right now you don’t feel like it can work but if you just try hard maybe it can, I’m not going anywhere.”
 
   “I should get you home,” he whispered.
 
   They drove for awhile in silence and finally she spoke, “You ok?”
 
   “I am better now as long as I have you,” he said.
 
   “Remember at the game I told you to think of something unpleasant when you feel like you’re going to explode? You should do that,” she said. 
 
   He laughed, “Okay I will.”
 
   “Got any ideas?” she asked.
 
   “None yet,” he smiled.
 
   “Okay we will work on that,” Tessa said. 
 
   He walked her to the door of the farm house; he hugged her tight and kissed her head, if he kissed her mouth he may not want to stop, “I love you Tessa Ross.”
 
   “I Love You. See you in the morning, drive safely. Text me when you get home please,” she walked in the house.
 
   ~
 
   The kids were in bed. Tessa’s dad was asleep on the couch. Tessa did the dishes in the sink and made lunch for school. She swept and mopped the floor and went to the bathroom and brushed her teeth and washed her face. She switched laundry and got into bed. 
 
   Her phone chimed
 
   -I am home safely; I love you more now than yesterday, thank you Tessa for being you…LYA Luke
 
   - I feel blessed having you in my life Lucas Links, I thought of something….LYA Tessa
 
   -I thought of something too, losing you…LYA Luke
 
   -That is so sweet all I could think of was dead puppies:) ….LYA Tessa
 
   -You make me laugh harder than anyone I have ever met…LYA Luke
 
   -I am a very funny girl…LYA Tessa
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   It was Friday and he met her with flowers at her locker. Yellow roses and white daisies, she looked at him and she felt her eyes get wet.
 
    “Damn Tessa they were supposed to make you be happy,” he said.
 
   “I am,” she hugged him “It’s just two days ago I was afraid I would lose you and today you’re here with flowers, I love you, they are beautiful,” she kissed him as if they were alone and she didn’t want to stop. 
 
   He pulled away and put his forehead to hers and whispered “Dead Puppies,” over and over again.
 
    She laughed and the bell rang.
 
   “Did it work?” she asked.
 
   “Surprisingly it did, up until I opened my eyes and saw you,” Luke said in a whisper and kissed her cheek.
 
   “Maybe I should blind fold you before we kiss,” she said and looked at him. His nose flared and eyes closed, “Oh sorry, wow I wouldn’t have guessed. Dead Puppies?” she asked
 
   “A whole room full of them,” he said. 
 
   He stopped at her door and kissed her head. “See you at lunch,” and he walked away.
 
   ~
 
   “So,” Becca said, “the big dance is tomorrow and we were thinking Mani Pedy’s and a bit of waxing tonight, the four of us.” 
 
   “Sounds great,” Tessa said, “After practice?” she asked.
 
   “What sounds great?” Luke asked sitting next to Tessa.
 
   “The four of use going to get waxed,” Phoebe said laughing. 
 
   Tessa looked at Luke, “You don’t mind do you?” he closed his eyes, “Dead puppies?” she asked. He laughed and shook his head, “wax?” she asked. He shook his head again. “We are going after practice to get Mani Pedy’s,” Tessa told him.
 
   “Right after?” Luke asked.
 
   “I think so, if we don’t we won’t be home until midnight,” she smiled.
 
   “Where are you going?” he asked.
 
   “Probably Ithaca,” she said.
 
   “Can I drive you,” he asked. 
 
   “No I think I will ride with the girls, it would be silly for you to drive me,” she smiled.
 
   “I want to,” he said agitated. 
 
   “Are you upset about this?” she asked.
 
   “No, it just means I won’t see you tonight,” he said.
 
   “But I will have pretty feet and nails for the dance on Saturday,” she said and smiled.
 
   “I like them the way they are,” he pouted.
 
   “I want to be beautiful for you,” she said and smiled
 
   “If it gets any better then you better bring a basket of those puppies with you,” he said and scowled.
 
   “Why don’t you Tommy and Alex go to dinner, I will text you where we are and when we should be done and maybe we can hook up after we have pretty piggy’s,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Or maybe I will go home and pout,” Luke said.
 
   “If you do send me a picture, you’re hot when you pout,” she said and kissed his nose.
 
   ~
 
   After practice they showered and came out to the parking lot. She ran up and jumped on Luke’s back and kissed his neck. “Hey baby,” she said.
 
   “You really going?” Luke asked.
 
   “Yes father,” she said smiling. 
 
   She looked at his eyes and knew he was disturbed by this. “Can you meet us?” Tessa asked.
 
   “We’ll see,” he said and kissed her head and walked away got in his car and sped away.
 
   “Is he pissed?” Jade asked.
 
   “I think he will just miss me,” Tessa said and smiled, “I told him to meet us for diner,” she said.
 
   The girls piled in the car and drove to town radio cranked and singing at the top of their lungs. They sat and where pampered as they talked and laughed. Tessa chose to do French tips so it looked like she actually had nails. Jade went red, Phoebe hot pink, and Becca light pink. They got their eyebrows waxed and Tessa wanted to get a bikini wax and she regretted it right away. 
 
   -Hey baby what you are doing?...LYA.... Tessa.
 
   -Hanging at home…U2…Luke
 
   - won’t see you for dinner then…LYA Tessa.
 
   -see you at school, have fun…Luke
 
   “What the hell is that?” Tessa said out loud.
 
   “What’s going on?” Jade asked. 
 
   Tessa read the messages. “What does LYA mean,” Jade asked. 
 
   “Love you anyway” Tessa said quietly.
 
   “Well what’s that mean?” Phoebe asked.
 
   “For me it’s about loving him even though he has a crazy past, his anyways is because I haven’t put out,” Tessa said laughing.
 
   “Well let’s hit the drive through and drive over and see what’s up,” Jade said. 
 
   “Sound like a plan,” Phoebe said. 
 
   They went through and picked up food, they talked Tessa into a milk shake. The girls tried to cheer her up but she was numb.
 
    They pulled down his road, “His house is the colonial on the right about a mile up,” Tessa said.
 
   “What do you want me to do?” Becca asked.
 
   “Pull in the driveway I will run in and be right back,” Tessa said.
 
   Becca pulled in and Tessa jumped out, she ran to the side and walked through the gate. 
 
   ~
 
   He was in the hot tub “Hey,” she said “missed you for dinner so I thought I would...” and she froze.
 
    Sadi’s head came out of the water and she smiled at him and she went to kiss him and he pulled away and stood up, he yanked his shorts up with him. 
 
   Move just move she cried out in her head and her body wouldn’t listen. 
 
   His voice broke the deafening ring throughout her body, “Fuck Tessa,” Luke yelled at her like she had done something wrong.
 
    She turned and ran. 
 
   “Bye Tessa,” Sadi called after her.
 
   Luke grabbed her and said “I didn’t fuck her Tessa don’t be mad,” Tessa smelled alcohol.
 
   “I’m not mad Luke I am broken,” she went to turn and he pulled her towards him and tried to hug her. “Get your hands off of me before I scream,” Tessa tried to pull away.
 
    He shook his head no. 
 
   Tears filled her eyes, “You are so much better than this, but I can’t,” she paused, “You need to let go of me now.”
 
   Jade saw her shaking and jumped out, “Tessa you okay?”
 
    Tessa held a finger up telling her just a minute. 
 
   “Now Luke, let go of me now,” a tear fell and he wiped it off her face, “Don’t, I am not one of those weak needy sick bitches that is going to chase you, this is over. Take your hands off of me now.”
 
   “Tessa I know you hate me right now but I love you,” Luke said and looked at her through sad boyish eyes.
 
   “I don’t want that kind of love,” her tears were in her throat and she whimpered. “I was devastated when I met you and now I am broken. If you ever thought you loved me I am begging you,” she said and the tears flowed, “to leave me alone,” she closed her eyes and tipped her head back and turned and walked away.
 
   Sadi ran out and waved Jade started running towards her. 
 
   Tessa grabbed her arm, “Don’t, I need you now, and this is done.” 
 
   They drove home in complete silence. Becca didn’t turn on the radio for fear that a sappy song would come on. They pulled in the driveway and Jade and Tessa jumped out. Alex was waiting, Phoebe had texted him. 
 
   He grabbed her and hugged her, she cried and whispered, “I am not going to fall apart.”
 
   “No you aren’t,” Alex said and the three of them walked in. 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa grabbed a garbage bag from the kitchen and took it upstairs, she threw everything he had given her in it. And she set it by the door. She kissed Kendall and laid down in her bed, Jade climbed in and hugged her. 
 
   “You’re going to be fine,” Jade whispered.
 
   “I am, but what a waste of a bikini wax,” she said and they laughed. “I have to sing the national anthem tomorrow at the game,” she laughed again. “Do you think they’d be pissed if I sang something like I hate everything about you?” 
 
   “I think that’s a good plan,” Jade said. 
 
   ~
 
   She fell asleep. The alarm went off and she jumped up and ran to Kendall and tickled her awake. “Do you want to go running with me?” she shook her head no and fell back to sleep.
 
   “Jade,” she whispered, “I am going for a run want to go?”
 
   “No but I feel obligated,” Jade said and sat up.
 
   They pulled into the Park and ran the stairs, five times. They ran an additional five miles. 
 
   “Are we done yet?” Jade asked.
 
   “Yep, I feel those happy endorphins kicking in,” Tessa said with a big smile. 
 
   Tessa and Jade went home and showered and got ready for the game. Alex left and promised not to act differently to Luke. 
 
   “What are you going to wear?” Jade asked. 
 
   “I don’t care, a burlap bag would be fine,” she joked. 
 
   Jade grabbed an outfit, she was wearing jeans and a long sleeved school tee.
 
   She grabbed jeans and a low cut shirt for Tessa with a sweater that fit perfectly, navy blue of course.
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter12]Chapter 12
 
   They walked onto the field just before it started and she just looked down. “Thank God you’re here Tessa you’re on in five minutes,” the announcer told her and shuffled her off to the center of the field, he did a mic check and the music started. She looked up and smiled. She decided to look to the sky and she breathed and sang perfectly, hitting every note. She received a standing ovation. 
 
   “Thank you” Tessa whispered in the microphone. 
 
   As she walked off, Toby Green, homecoming King and star quarterback from two years ago touched her shoulder, “You have an amazing voice Tessa Ross.” Toby used to do hay on the farm, she smiled and hugged him and he swung her around.
 
   “Wow,” he said looking her up and down and twirling her in a circle, “You are gorgeous”.
 
   “And you Toby are better looking than I remember,” Tessa said flirting on purpose which was totally out of character for her.
 
   “Tessa do you have a date for tonight’s dance?” Toby asked.
 
   “Actually I don’t, why do you ask,” she smiled.
 
   “That’s criminal,” Toby dropped to one knee and took her hand and kissed it. “Tessa Ross can I escort you to the dance tonight?” he asked his eyes beaming. 
 
   “I think you’ll have to ask my brother, he is over on the bench,” Tessa said.
 
   “Stay here I will be right back,” Toby said.
 
   Jade came up, “Toby Green Tessa?” she said smiling, “He is hot!”
 
   “And right now he is asking Alex who happens to be standing next to Lucas if he can escort me to homecoming,” Tessa said smirking.
 
   ~
 
   They watched as he ran across the field. He grabbed her and swung her around and kissed her cheek, “He said I could as long as I was a gentleman.” 
 
   “Great we can meet here at eight,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “No Miss Ross I will pick you up at seven thirty. I have to go announce homecoming court,” Toby smiled.
 
   The announcer announced him and he ran out on the field and received a standing ovation. He announced the court and of course Luke was called, her heart sank as he stared at her. “Jade he looks beautiful but he is hurting.” 
 
   She gave him a half smile and he mouthed I love you; she shook her head no and looked down. When they were finished Luke walked through the crowd in his uniform, helmet in hand and up to her, “Yes I do, Tessa, don’t give up on me, I fucked up but I love you.”
 
   “Luke good luck today,” Tessa said and smiled at him. He stared intently into her eyes for what seemed like a long time and turned and walked away, shoulders slumped in and head hung down low.
 
   “What was that Tessa?” Jade asked.
 
   “I want him to be okay,” Tessa said, “Head in the game you know.” 
 
   The game started and Toby came to sit with her. He put his arm around her. “So Tessa Ross the QB out there, was he your date?” she shook her head yes “Did he hurt you?”
 
   “First love thing you know,” Tessa choked out.
 
   “Did he cheat?” Toby asked, she shook her head yes.
 
   “We are going to have a lot of fun tonight to make him jealous, but for now I am going to sit down there so we win our game, ok?” She smiled at him, “And then you’ll see I am a way better catch, when you’re ready.” He said winking at her. “By the way what are you wearing?” 
 
   “I have no idea,” she said and laughed.
 
   “I will be wearing a dark brown suit, make sure we don’t clash,” Toby got up and walked away.
 
   ~
 
   The Saints won the game. Tessa walked out and hugged Alex. Luke stood with his head down peering out at her through his beautiful long eyelashes. 
 
   “Could you come with me please,” she asked him and he followed her to Jade’s car. She pulled the bag out from the back seat and handed it to him. 
 
   Luke stepped back, “They were gifts baby,” he said looking wounded.
 
   “I don’t want them,” she said.
 
   “Tessa what can I do to fix this?” Luke said grabbing her hands.
 
   “Can you turn back time,” she asked. He shook his head no. “Then nothing Luke.”
 
   “I won’t accept that,” he said.
 
   “Then you never knew me, because I am not the do over kind of girl, I am not like them Luke,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “I know that, Tessa, you told me I broke you and I would do anything to put you back together, fuck Tessa I wish I was like you, you make me want to be better, and no one has ever made me feel that way. Please baby just let me explain,” Luke pleaded.
 
   “I went for a pedicure and came to see you because I knew by the texts that something was wrong and I walked into a girl who attacked me, a girl who you had just told you were sorry to the day before for treating her like a piece of meat, and someone who you profess to despise and her mouth was full of you. I will never be that person for you. And even though it was only six weeks, I did love you Luke, I would have done anything for you. And you thought so little of me that of all the people in the world you chose to fuck her,” Tessa said disgusted.
 
   “I did not fuck her Tessa…,” he started.
 
   “Okay Luke you fucked her mouth, the same mouth that spewed disgusting comments about her to the person you profess to love. Do you know how wrong that is,” she snapped, “Do you?” 
 
   “I do,” he said looking down and his eyes began to fill.
 
   Tessa’s heart raced, she didn’t want to see him cry, “Please don’t,” she said. “Please don’t.” 
 
   “What can I do Tessa? Just tell me what I can do,” tears started falling down his face. She wiped them away leaving her hand on his perfect lips and rubbing them gently.
 
   He pulled her into him and hugged her, “I have never cried over a girl,” he whispered in her ear, “I have never loved another, not truly loved them, I have never Tessa wanted someone the way I want you and didn’t take you when you offered it to me on a silver platter. You deserve a better me, and I will prove that I can be that person for you if it takes me forever. And I won’t fail once I have won you back. I Love you,” she wanted to believe him, to kiss him, she wanted him in every way but they were just words.
 
    He could feel her hot breath on his face and he knew she wanted to believe him, he knew she loved him. He pulled her away and gently kissed her forehead. 
 
   She looked at him, “Do it for you Luke not for me.”
 
   “I will and then it’s you and me forever,” he said, “See you tonight.”
 
   “Luke I am going with someone,” Tessa said.
 
   “I know but I also know you will be okay, you’re not like me,” Luke said. 
 
   ~
 
   Jade pulled through again, she brought down a dark brown halter dress that was opened in the back, her hair was swept half up and she wore gold accessories. Jade helped her with her makeup. Jade wore red, of course and very high heels. She looked amazing and with her that was effortless. Tessa looked in the mirror and almost didn’t recognize herself. She smiled, “Good work Jade” she smiled at herself and turned to Jade, “you are stunning Jade Ross, as usual, Tommy is a lucky boy.” 
 
   Her phone chimed, she looked down to see his picture.
 
   -I wish it was me taking you tonight, I wish I could let you see what I know is there, deep underneath the black in my heart, Day 1 without Tessa Ross breaks my heart….LYA Luke
 
   She turned her phone off. I need to change that picture she thought. 
 
   ~
 
   She heard a knock on the door and she and Jade walked into the kitchen, it was Tommy and he looked amazing, the way he looked at Jade was absolutely priceless, he was in awe of her and she of him. 
 
   “See you at the dance Tessa, text me when you pull in so I know to look for you,” Jade and Tommy left for dinner.
 
   “Tessa you look amazing,” Alex smiled.
 
   “And Phoebe is a lucky girl to have arm candy like you tonight,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “What did he do to you?” Alex frowned.
 
   “Nothing physical Alex, I will be fine, first crush that’s all,” she smiled weakly at him.
 
   Alex hugged her and left to go pick up Phoebe. She stood looking out the window and thought of how awful her senior year has been so far. But it would be okay. 
 
   She saw Toby pull in in his Blue Jeep wrangler. She walked out the door and he met her, “Tessa you look stunning,” he said and his eyes lit up. 
 
   “Well thank you, you look hot Green,” she said as she went for the door.
 
   He beat her to it and opened it for her, she smiled and got in. “Thank you sir,” Tessa said. 
 
   “Where’s your Dad?” Toby asked jumping in the driver’s seat.
 
   “He is in the shop,” Tessa answered.
 
   “Can we go say hi?” he asked. 
 
   “Of course,” she smiled.
 
   They pulled out back and her father walked out of the shop. 
 
   “Hey Toby how are things,” John said wiping the grease off his hands before shaking his.
 
   “They are great I am off for the long weekend and then back to Annapolis,” he said, “I wanted you to know she is in great hands tonight, John.”
 
   “I have no worries with you Toby,” he smiled and patted his back.
 
   “Could you take a picture of us?” he asked and handed him his camera.
 
   They stepped out and John took several shots. Toby opened the door for her again and they drove out.
 
   “You are going to be okay Tessa,” he said squeezing her hand. “That boy is going to regret messing with my date. Are you ready to put on a show,” he asked smiling.
 
   “I am Toby,” Tessa said smiling. 
 
   ~
 
   They pulled into the school and she texted Jade. Toby jumped out and ran around the Jeep, he opened the door for her and took her hand helping her out. He held out his arm and she took it. A little red convertible parked a few feet away, a tall leggy brunette got out of the car, the passenger door opened and Luke got out. He had a black suit and sunglasses on. They started walking towards them, “That him?” Toby asked, “Show time.” He slide his hand around her and placed it very low on her bare back, he took her hand and shoved it in his back pocket, as they walked by he kissed her and held her close.
 
   She smiled up at him, “I think you chose the wrong profession Green, you should have been an actor.”
 
   “Are you kidding me and miss this? Half acting,” he winked “the rest is real, I am going to show you what it’s like to be treated like a princess, and someday when you’re older, hopefully we can try it out for real.” 
 
   Toby held the door open for her, “After you Princess.” 
 
   Jade met them just inside the door and she saw Luke and the brunette walking in, her eyes narrowed. “Don’t Jade,” Tessa quietly said. 
 
   “Hello Tessa, hey Tommy,” Luke said as he walked in behind them. “Tommy you remember Marie?” he said.
 
   “Hello Marie,” Tommy said, he looked at him as if to ask why.
 
   “Tessa this is Marie,” Luke said.
 
   Toby reached out his hand to Luke, “Hey I am Toby Tessa’s date and future husband,” he said laughing. Tessa grinned.
 
   “Oh really?” Luke asked sarcastically.
 
   “Yep, I have known Tessa for years, she has grown into a stunning young women, don’t you think?” Toby asked.
 
   “Yes she is,” Luke said. “Young being the operative word, Toby was it? And this is Marie I have known her for years,” he leaned towards Tessa and whispered into her ear, “Number one,” she could smell alcohol on his breath.
 
   She glared at him and whispered, “Very cool we both brought our number one, yours already used up, mine will be soon enough.” 
 
   “You two need a minute?” Toby asked.
 
   “Nope we are done here,” Tessa said and took his hand.
 
   “Good because I don’t like to share,” Toby said as they walked away, he caressed her back and it rested on her rear. “You okay with this?” he whispered.
 
   She reached around and squeezed his ass, “You better plan on stepping it up Green.”
 
   He smiled “My pleasure,” they turned the corner he turned her around and kissed her and she held his face and kissed him back sweetly. 
 
   Luke turned the corner and stopped and glared, “Get a fucking room!” 
 
   Tessa smiled at Toby and said, “That was nice”. 
 
   “Keep walking Links,” Tommy said gently pushing Luke towards the gym. 
 
   “Yes it was,” Toby said.
 
   She stood and looked at him after they were out of ear shot. “I am sorry, this must be weird for you,” she said blushing.
 
   “I asked you to the dance before I knew all this Tessa, you’re hurting and I am here, and don’t think for a second that I am not enjoying myself. I have watched you for years grow into what you are today. I will be damned if I will let some punk screw with that perfect heart of yours. And that future husband stuff, file that under things to do after college,” he winked at her, “You kiss like an angel,” he kissed her head and took her arm and they walked down the hall into the gymnasium together.
 
   Jade and Tommy sat with Marie and Luke. Alex, Phoebe, Becca, and Joshua sat at the table diagonal from Jade and crew. “Let’s sit with Alex,” Tessa smiled. 
 
   Tessa hugged Toby’s arm and they walked together. He pulled out her chair for her and she sat, he pulled a chair next to hers and pulled her into him. They all looked stunning, Phoebe was in a hot pink sleeveless dress that came to just above her knees. Becca wore a pale pink A-line dress. They all decided to go take pictures together. 
 
   They stood in line for pictures, Tommy and Jade followed and so did Luke and Marie. The girls went together first. They did a Charlie’s Angels type pose and laughed. They did one arm and arm and one as they all jumped in the air.
 
   Luke watched her laugh and smile with them and noticed immediately when they jumped that Tessa wasn’t wearing a bra. Dead puppies he thought. As they walked off Tessa made eye contact with him, he looked crushed, he grabbed her arm “We need to talk”.
 
   “Let go of my arm,” Tessa sneered.
 
   “What do we need to talk about?” Tessa asked crossly.
 
   “You okay Tessa?” Toby asked, she smiled and shook her head.
 
   “Tessa you’re not wearing a bra,” Luke said looking angry.
 
   “I know it’s very freeing,” Tessa said smugly.
 
   “Do you have a coat?” he asked.
 
   “Luke, what do you want?” she asked.
 
   “You to forgive me,” he said matter of factly.
 
   She glared at him, “I have, let it be.”
 
   “If you had not left me for them this wouldn’t be happening,” he spewed.
 
   She was so pissed she leaned into him and whispered in his ear, “I got a bikini wax when I was there too.” She stepped back and looked at him trying to control his breathing, “That was for you,” she said raising her eyebrow. His mouth opened slightly as he breathed. “That pain, won’t be wasted tonight, have fun with Marie,” she said and walked away. 
 
   Jade met her, “You okay?”
 
   Tessa smirked, “Never been better,” she grinned.
 
   She looked at Luke as he watched Tessa walk away, “I told him I wasn’t wasting the wax, where’s my date?” Jade pointed to the stage. 
 
   ~
 
   All the parents were let in for the crowning of king and queen. Tessa’s mother and father took lots of pictures of Alex and Tessa, Alex and Phoebe, and Tessa and Toby. Luke watched as her mother hugged Toby as they all were smiling and laughing. Luke’s mother would not be there tonight, she had fallen back into the black hole. He was following her, as he always did, into the darkness. Tessa was beautiful and full of hate and it was his fault, and he hated himself for it.
 
   “Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen, last year’s queen is unavailable to help me with this year’s crowning, she is currently in the Peace Corp or some silly thing like that,” Toby said as everyone laughed, “So tonight  it will be just me.”
 
   Tessa, waited in line for court to be called. Phoebe, Jade and Becca took their flowers and Sadi stood next to Tessa waiting expectantly to be named queen. Sadi was called as first runner up and gasped and gave Tessa a dirty look. Tessa looked down trying not to appear rude holding back the childish desire to stick her tongue out at her.
 
   “And your Queen, my date,” Toby laughed, “Come up here angel.” Toby crowned her and gave her a quick kiss on the nose, “Stay up here and help me crown king,” he winked.
 
   It was down to Alex and Luke for king. Tessa was praying it was Alex she had to put the crown on. It wasn’t. 
 
   Tessa placed the crown on his head and he looked at her with his sad eyes. “Congratulations Luke, now smile so your Mom can take your picture,” she said. He turned and flashed is dazzling smile pulling her into his side. “Luke please let go,” Tessa whispered as she smiled for the cameras.
 
   “Never,” Luke said as he turned and looked at her, his eyes burning through hers and then slowly released her.
 
   “Will the king, queen and court please step to the floor for their dance,” Toby asked.
 
   Luke took Tessa’s hand and led her to the dance floor. He stopped and whispered to the DJ and the DJ smiled and nodded. In Your Eyes started and Tessa looked down. Luke pulled her close, “This isn’t over Tessa, I love you and I know you feel the same?” 
 
   Tessa’s heart pounded hard against her chest and finally she was able to pull her eyes away from him. Luke pulled her head to his chest and kissed her gently, “Stop it,” Tessa whispered and pulled her head back.
 
   Luke watched Tessa, his gaze was intense. Tessa looked for Luke’s Mom in the crowd and she wasn’t there. Tessa looked back at him. Why wasn’t she there she wondered.
 
   ~
 
   The rest of the night Tessa avoided Luke, she danced and had fun with her friends, occasionally she saw him and each time he was watching her. 
 
   “Hey,” Alex said, “after the dance a bunch of us should go to camp” he said. Everyone agreed.
 
   Tessa had Toby stop by the house so she could change, she put on jeans and a long sleeve tee. She ran out and he had changed into jeans and was in the process of putting on a sweatshirt when she walked out. He was jacked, her jaw dropped and he looked at her. He laughed. “Damn Toby,” slipped out of her mouth and he laughed, “My future husband is fine,” Tessa said and laughed.
 
   “And the Future Mrs. Green is hot as hell, and a Queen,” he said. “Jump on,” he said pointing at his back and she did. He carried her out to the car. 
 
   The boys pulled in and jumped out to change, Luke was with them. She laughed and smacked Toby on the ass and yelled “Giddy up Cowboy,” he plopped her in and buckled her up. He grabbed a cowboy hat from the back and placed it on her head and tore out of the driveway. Luke swallowed hard and walked inside with the boys and changed.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa and Toby were there first, they started a bonfire and pulled a big lounge out and sat in it. He pulled her into him. They watched as a few trucks pulled in. Tessa started to get up and he pulled her back. He wrapped his arms around her and kissed her head, “Relax and enjoy Tessa.”
 
   They all walked down and sat around the fire, some their friends brought beer and Tessa asked for one. 
 
   Toby laughed, “Your dad would have your fine little ass girl,” he laughed.
 
   “And he would have yours i he heard you say that,” Tessa said shivering.
 
   He whispered in her ear “Check this out,” he stood up and loudly said, “Angel you cold.”
 
   “Why yes I am,” she answered smiling. He slowly pulled his sweatshirt off and put it on her. “Better angel?” Toby asked.
 
   “Not quite yet,” she laughed. Everyone was looking and Luke was fuming mad. 
 
   “I will be right back angel,” Toby smiled and kissed her cheek.
 
   “Holy shit Tessa he is freaken hot,” Jade said, and everyone except Tommy and Luke laughed.
 
   “He is, and he is nice, and he kiss’s...” she started.
 
   “Like what?” Toby asked picking her up and planting one on her. 
 
   “Just like that,” Tessa said and laughed. 
 
   The cooler was next to Luke, Tessa went to grab another beer and he closed the cooler with his foot. “Excuse me,” she said and laughed.
 
   “You’ve had enough,” Luke said sternly.
 
   Tessa pushed his foot off and grabbed one and slammed it and threw the can at his feet. She grabbed another and did the same. Tessa went for another and Luke slammed it again. She shoved his foot off and grabbed three and walked away. She sat down and glared at him and he at her. 
 
   “Thirsty Angel,” Toby asked and laughed. 
 
   “Yes,” Tessa said. Toby laughed at her and pulled her on his lap.
 
   “Tessa,” he said and grabbed a blanket and covered them up, “Slow down.”
 
   “No,” she pouted, “Shouldn’t you be kissing me?” 
 
   He pulled away and looked at her, “No regrets, no awkward moments after tonight. I am not rebound material Tessa, I am a keeper and you angel deserve to be kept. But one more kiss for me,” His kiss was soft and caring. She enjoyed it very much. “How was that Tessa?” he asked.
 
   “Beautiful,” she whispered.
 
   “Do you need more?” he asked.
 
   “No Toby I can wait,” Tessa said and he smiled. She knew that was exactly how he meant for it to be.
 
   Toby uncovered their faces and smiled at her lovingly. She closed her eyes and laid her head on his chest and fell asleep. 
 
   “We are out of beer,” Mark said.
 
   “There are three over here, she doesn’t need them,” he said stroking her hair. He looked at Luke and shook his head slowly. Luke knew that this man cared for her, but it didn’t make this any easier. He broke her, she told him so, and now Toby was going to fix her. Because I don’t know how, he thought. He stood up and walked to Tommy.
 
   “Hey man, I am going to go down to the cabin and crash, you staying here?” Luke asked.
 
   “Ya Alex is too,” Tommy said.
 
   “Alright see you in the morning,” Luke said.
 
   “How can you talk to him?” Jade asked.
 
   “Pretty girl, he’s my friend, I have known him all my life, and I love him like a brother,” he said. Jade saw the hurt in his eyes and understood. 
 
   “Ok,” she said. “Ok,” she kissed him and he moaned. She smiled, “four and a half more months there hot stuff.”
 
   “It’s going to kill me; do you have any clue how amazing you looked tonight? Now? Every day!” Tommy asked.
 
   Jade smiled and answered, “Yes I do” and laughed.
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter13]Chapter 13
 
   Toby picked up Tessa and carried her down to the cabin and laid her down. He kissed her cheek “Sleep angel, I’ll be back.”
 
   Luke had heard him leave and got up and climbed down the ladder from the loft. He sat and stared at her, she was an angel. Luke lightly rubbed her hand. Her skin was so soft, her lips full and beautiful. Her hair was tousled and a strand hung down her cheek, he lightly pushed it off her face. He desperately wanted to hold her but knew it wasn’t okay. He bent down and kissed her lips lightly. Her mouth opened slightly. He pulled at her bottom lip with his lips gently. “Luke,” she whispered “I love you,” she was still sound asleep and a tear fell down her face. Luke gently kissed it away. Her heard the door and climbed up the stairs and lay in bed.
 
   ~
 
   Toby lay in bed next to her, and held her in his arms. She opened her eyes. “Sorry Tess did I wake you?” 
 
   “No I had a dream,” Tessa said.
 
   “Wasn’t about me was it,” Toby said.
 
   “No, it wasn’t,” she admitted.
 
   “Tess what happened?” Toby asked.
 
   “It’s complicated, very, very complicated,” she said.
 
   “Do you want to share?” he asked.
 
   “I don’t know, I feel weird telling you my issues with him,” Tessa admitted.
 
   “Oh no Tessa this is me. You and I have known each other forever, don’t start acting funky on me I won’t let things be weird. I asked you to the dance and quickly figured out why you had no date,” he said laughing.
 
   “What gave it away, I mean at first?” she asked.
 
   “When you sent me to ask Alex permission should have been my first clue, the Tess I know and love doesn’t ask permission for anything,” Toby laughed. “But that didn’t give it away, it was the quarterback, when I asked Alex for permission the quarterback sneered no you can’t at me through clenched teeth,” he laughed. 
 
   “Seriously?” she laughed.
 
   What did you expect Tessa, you set me up Luke thought.
 
   “So did you have ..?” Toby started to ask and she interrupted him.
 
   “Toby! You’re really going to ask me that?” she said.
 
   “Why not?’ he asked.
 
   Because it’s none of your fucking business dick, Luke thought. 
 
   “No actually I even got drunk and apparently showed him my boobs and asked him to bite them and he didn’t,” Tessa said and they both laughed, “Toby why do you think he didn’t?”
 
   “He cares about you Tessa, just seems like the kind of guy who doesn’t know how to show it, maybe he’s afraid, maybe he’s a virgin,” Toby said.
 
   Maybe you are a punk, Luke wanted to scream.
 
   Tessa laughed out loud, “Oh no he’s not I was going to be unlucky number 13,” she said disgusted.
 
   “Damn!” he said and laughed.
 
   Tessa told him about Sadi and the three B’s. About the many times she offered herself and Toby listened. She told him about the good things too and that she loved him and he said that he loved her, but she didn’t tell him the personal stuff. Not about the abortion or the drunken mother or absent father, she held his secrets safe. And then she told him about the day she stopped at his house and how her body froze and that she never thought it was possible to be numb and still feel the dull nagging pain she has felt since it happened. She told him about Marie being number one, and what she had said about Toby being her number one, they laughed. 
 
   “You are going to get through this Tessa, I am going to help you,” Toby said. “You know how you felt when you kissed me tonight and not the ones that were part of the scandal?” he giggled.
 
   Fuck Luke thought, I need to get out of here.
 
   “Yes,” she said softly. 
 
   “What did it feel like?” he asked.
 
   “Like it was enough, like it wasn’t rushed, like it would be there whenever I wanted it,” Tessa admitted.
 
   “Ok and what about yours with him?” he asked. 
 
   Luke wanted to scream.
 
   “I couldn’t get enough,” she said, “and I wanted more.”
 
   “Tess you know me right? You have known me for years. You know that if I tell you something I am going to do whatever it takes to get it done. I am safe and comfortable, I am not going to hurt you and in your heart you know that. Even though we have never had a conversation like this, even though we never had feelings like this for one another before right?” he asked.
 
   “I guess but I did have a crush on you most summers you helped with hay,” Tessa said and laughed.
 
   “And I have already told you I know your heart and love it. So with the quarterback, it’s not like that, and you are so eager to please him and titillated that he is interested in you that you’re trying to show him your breasts and ask him to...” Toby began.
 
   “Alright Toby I get it. I don’t know him; I haven’t formed a relationship with him based on trust and friendship right?” And she began to cry, “It was starting to Toby it really was, and then I don’t know what happened, I truly would hate to think it was over a bikini wax and Mani Pedi.”
 
   “Tessa do you talk to him as freely as that?” Toby asked.
 
   “What do you mean?” Tessa said.
 
   “Bikini Wax?” he laughed.
 
   “No he didn’t know that until I told him today,” she laughed, “I told him I wasn’t going to go through that pain for nothing and sort of alluded to the fact that,” she started.
 
   “I get it but you can’t talk like that to someone girl without driving him crazy,” he said.
 
   “Well why doesn’t it bother you?” she asked.
 
   “Oh Tessa it’s all about self-control. I want a relationship with you someday. If I check out the new do I would well. Tessa can we go to sleep please,” Toby said exhaling deeply.
 
   “Oh,” she said and she told him, “you should think about dead puppies, are you a virgin?” she asked.
 
   Toby laughed, “No Tessa.”
 
   “So how many women have you been with?” she asked.
 
   “Four,” he answered.
 
   “Oh” she said sounding surprised “Is four a lot?” 
 
   “I don’t know, more than I should have been with,” Toby said.
 
   “So twelve is like way too many” she said exaggeratingly.
 
   “Different paths Tessa, don’t judge, just try to understand, everyone has their own path to walk,” he said, “But for you Tessa two is too many, got it,” he laughed, “What are you doing tomorrow?”
 
   Minus the four women and his lips on my girl this guy should be wearing sandals and walking on water, Luke thought.
 
   “Children’s choir practice and running are all that I have planned,” she yawned. 
 
   “I have family to visit, after that can I take you on a real date, one with no pressure or expectations Tessa?” Toby asked.
 
   “I would love that,” Tessa said.
 
   Scratch that, Luke thought. He is still a dick.
 
   She rested against him and they fell asleep. 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa woke up earlier than anyone else and walked out to the back porch and sat. She stretched and yawned, she looked at the sky. It looked like it would be a nice day. She walked to the outhouse and went to the bathroom. She washed her hands in the creek and squatted beside it watching the water run, it was beautiful and calming. She hugged her knees and closed her eyes and banged her head on her knees twice. She saw someone walking through the woods coming towards her; she stood up and watched him as he crossed the creek stepping on the stones not covered by water.
 
   “Good Morning Tessa,” Luke said shoving his hands in his pockets and looking through those lashes at her. 
 
   “Good morning, did you stay last night?” she asked confused.
 
   “I did,” Luke said. 
 
   “Oh, where did you sleep?” she asked. 
 
   “In the loft,” he said looking down.
 
   “Oh,” she gasped.
 
   “Did Marie stay,” she asked sarcastically.
 
   “Of course not Tessa,” he said.
 
   “That’s too bad, I mean the connection you two share must be wonderful,” Tessa said sarcastically. 
 
   “And you how was your date?” he asked trying not to look at her.
 
   “You should know you were on it with me,” she shot at him.
 
   He looked in her eyes, “Ya that’s right all the kissing was awesome to watch,” he said scowling.
 
   “Oh I am so sorry maybe you can go with me tonight so you can watch me give a blow job Luke,” she said raising her voice, “Maybe I can see if he will kick your ass after I screw him.”
 
   “Good morning Tessa, hello Luke” Toby said.
 
   “Could we have a minute please?” Luke said through clenched teeth.
 
   “Tessa is that alright with you?” Toby asked.
 
   “Sure,” she said staring at Luke and Toby walked away.
 
   “I am sorry and I wish you would let me explain the situation you walked into the other night,” Luke said quietly.
 
   “Um well sure let’s hear it,” she said.
 
   “I was stoned Tessa,” he started.
 
   “Why?” she said.
 
   “It was a rough afternoon,” he said his face blank.
 
   “Because I went to get my nails done” she asked, “and wasn’t there to Luke sit?” 
 
   “It’s not at all about you,” he said.
 
   “No it’s not and I am done here, you hurt me and you won’t have the opportunity to do it again,” she said and walked away.
 
   “Stop Tessa please, just one more thing and I won’t say another,” Tessa stopped and turned around looking at him, “Can you be my friend for awhile? I have some things to work through, I don’t want you to not be in my life, so can we be friends please?”
 
   Luke was very serious and her heart ached hearing his words, friends. How? She wondered. He loves me and has some things to work through, her head spun as she searched his eyes for an answer. He started walking towards her as he watched her eyes and knew she was confused, so was he but not about his feelings, not about wanting her in his life, she was breathing deeply and her eyes were tearing up. His burned watching hers, he grabbed her shoulders and brought her closer to him and he hugged her and she sunk into him. She grabbed his shirt and hung on to him. 
 
   “I know I don’t deserve you Tessa but please don’t count me out. I have never needed someone’s love as much as I need yours. Be my friend Tessa if that’s all you can give, I will take it. I need you to know that I love you and someday with some work you’ll never doubt that again,” he closed his eyes, breathed in her hair and kissed her head. He untangled his arms and released her, she didn’t move for a few minutes. Finally she breathed and then lightly tugged at his shirt, she looked up at him and turned and walked away. He stood and watched her praying that she would consider it.
 
   Tessa took a deep breath and walked and Toby was waiting for her.
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter14]Chapter 14
 
   Tommy was taking Luke home from the cabin, “How are you doing man?” he asked.
 
   “Fine,” Luke said.
 
   “Answer a question?” Tommy asked.
 
   “Sure,” he said.
 
   “Why did you bring Marie to the dance?” he asked.
 
   “I needed to see her and I didn’t have a date,” he said.
 
   “You want Tessa back?” he asked.
 
   “Yes very much,” he said.
 
   “Want some advice?” Tommy asked and Luke shook his head. “Stop bringing your crazy ex’s around.”
 
   Luke smirked, “Wasn’t like that.”
 
   “Then what are you doing Luke,” he asked, “Because I am confused.”
 
   “I am getting better Tommy, for her,” he said “and for me.”
 
   “I am so glad you finally feel you’re worth it,” Tommy smiled. “So what are you doing today and tonight?”
 
   “Laundry and cleaning today, not sure about tonight, any plans?” Luke asked.
 
   “Going to Jade’s to meet the family, wanna come?” Tommy asked smiling.
 
   “No thanks you have fun with that,” Luke said laughing.
 
   “How about tomorrow? Go to church with me?” Tommy asked.
 
   “Sure, what time?” he said the car swerved and he grabbed the wheel, “Watch the road,” Luke said laughing.
 
   “Sorry man, just so we are clear you just said yes about tomorrow, about going to church right?” Tommy was in shock.
 
   “Yes buddy I did,” Luke laughed
 
   “Wow, I think you love her,” Tommy smiled.
 
   “I do Tommy, I do,” Luke said smiling, “I just wish it didn’t hurt so badly.”
 
   “If anyone can win a girl over it’s you Luke, just give it time,” he said looking at him still in shock.
 
   “Tommy the road please, this is absolutely why I always drive,” Luke laughed.
 
   Tommy dropped him off at home, “Ok,” he yelled out the window, “Church… in the morning right?”
 
   “Yes Tommy see you at 9:30 right?” Luke asked.
 
   “Sunday school starts at 9 man” Tommy laughed.
 
   “Tommy you haven’t been to Sunday school in a year, don’t push it,” Luke smiled and walked into the house. He took a deep breath and grabbed his phone. 
 
   Tessa’s phone chimed, she looked down to see his picture and she read his message.
 
   -I held you today at the same time I let you go. I trust in what I feel for the first time, you will be part of me forever. I am forever changed because of you, Day 2 without Tessa Ross sucks, but I can make it right ….LYA Luke
 
   ~
 
   Jade met her at the house and they drove to the church. Their group was small only four other kids besides her brother and sister and Jake still was not warming up to the idea. They chose to sing This Little Light of Mine in a round, and they had only two weeks to do it, it was a train wreck but cute anyway. Jade and Tessa walked the kids to the ice cream store and sang the whole way there. Kendall and the other girls had a blast and Jake scowled most of the time. When they walked back they sang and were sad because the ice cream store was closing for the season. Jade and Tessa promised pizza after they sang on stage in two weeks. 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa got ready for her date, she had no idea where they were going so she hoped jeans would do, she wore her favorite ones with a white blouse and a jacket, and she threw on a scarf to brighten it up. She straightened her hair and even applied mascara and lip gloss, Jade would be proud. Toby walked in and was wearing jeans and a sweater. His dark brown hair was cut short and his green eyes where amazing, He was six foot and in amazing shape. He was very handsome and clean cut. 
 
   “Hey Tessa how was church?” Toby asked. 
 
   “Great, how was your morning?” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Crazy, busy, and much better now,” Toby said and hugged her. “You ready to go?” he asked.
 
   The kids ran out and yelled “Toby,” they loved him, he scooped them up and twirled them around. He pulled a movie out of his jacket and gave it to them, “Now you have got to watch this it’s a classic,” he said. It was Star Wars and they already had seen it a hundred times, it was a family favorite, but they didn’t tell him that. 
 
   “They have seen it haven’t they?” Toby asked.
 
   “A few times,” she said and laughed. “It was nice of you to think of them.”
 
   “Are you okay with this Tessa, doesn’t feel weird does it?” Toby asked.
 
   “No it is great, where are we going?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Lunch and a movie sound okay?” Toby asked.
 
   “It sounds perfect,” Tessa smiled.
 
   ~
 
   They drove to Ithaca and went to the commons; they ate dinner at a small café and walked around a bit. They talked about his plans when he graduated in two years.
 
   “What will your job be?” Tessa asked. 
 
   “I am going to be an MD,” Toby said taking a bite of his lunch.
 
   “So you’ll be a medical doctor?” she said and smiled.
 
   “Hopefully,” Toby said laughing.
 
   “Will you move a lot?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Probably every four years,” Toby answered. 
 
   “Won’t you miss your family?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Of course I will. I do however get thirty days off leave a year. Four weeks of a year, and I get to travel and help people, and the majority of the hospitals are on the east coast so it’s just a short plane trip home,” he answered and sat back, “Does that bother you?”
 
   “No I think it’s wonderful. It would just be hard, that’s all,” she said.
 
   “What would be hard?” he asked, “Being away from family.”
 
   “Yes I guess” she said. 
 
   “That’s what some people do Tessa. But the big picture is pretty awesome. I will retire in my forties. If I am married by the time I am 27 and the wonderful woman I marry wants children with me, we can raise them while traveling and seeing the world if we choose, and by the time our perfect little monsters are heading into their teens, we can drag them kicking and screaming back here. I can either work or coach their sports team, ya know be present. The sacrifices I make today will be huge rewards tomorrow,” he smiled.
 
   They drove to the mall and talked about their dreams and even about the possibility of a future with the two of them. She was happy when she was with him. She could still feel innocent and desired at the same time. She didn’t have to be someone she never was before. It was nice. But she often thought of Luke and wondered if he was alright.
 
   They walked in the mall and held hands. They went to grab ice cream and she saw Luke, he stood in front of yet another brunette. He turned towards Tessa and he looked down and shook his head, as he walked past her he stopped and leaned over to her, “Jill, number two,” and he kept walking. She looked towards Jill and she was smiling biting her lip as she watched him walk away. 
 
   Tessa looked up at Toby and shook her head and looked confused, he laughed, “You’ll figure it out.”
 
   They ordered ice cream and decided to skip the movie and instead sat and talked. 
 
   Tessa was home by two and he walked her to the door and kissed her cheek. “Thank you for a great weekend,” he said and smiled at her. 
 
   “No Toby thank you, you have been amazing and have opened my eyes. When will I see you again?” she asked, and he smiled “Oh I am sorry,” she said and blushed.
 
   “You are so beautiful,” he said and stared in her eyes. “I am going to be here in a few hours to shoot, will you be here?” he asked. “Yes,” she said and swallowed hard. 
 
   “See you then Tessa,” and he opened the door for her to walk in and closed it behind her.
 
   ~
 
    
 
   Tessa woke up to Toby sitting across from her and smiling. “Tired angel?”
 
   “I guess I was,” she smiled, “I will be right out you go ahead.”
 
   She walked out to the barn and immediately saw Luke, what the hell was he doing here? OK Tessa forgiveness, you’re crazy butt just heard an hour sermon on it. 
 
   “Hey Tessa these boys don’t believe you can shot, will you prove me right?” John asked.
 
   “Sure let me grab my bow,” Tessa said walking into the small room that held the arsenal they had collected over the years. 
 
   She came out and smiled, “Hey Luke why don’t you run in the house and grab an apple and put it on your head?” she smirked.
 
   “I don’t think that’s a good idea,” he said looking down.
 
   She stood and loaded the arrow, drew back the bow and hit a bull’s eye.
 
    “Anyone else want to try?” She asked and smiled.
 
   Alex was first and he did well, Tommy was a tad bit off but did hit the target. Toby was just outside the bull’s eye. 
 
   “Luke you want to try,” she asked.
 
   He was chewing on a piece of straw wearing a white hat and jeans that sat as perfectly as ever. 
 
   He walked up “Sure I will try it.” 
 
   He had never shot one before apparently because she had to help him.
 
    At one point she heard him breathe in when her head was close enough, she looked at him and whispered. “Did you just smell me?” he grinned and shook his head no. She narrowed her eyes “Friends don’t sniff friends, unless you’re a dog sniffing a dog’s ass,” Luke grinned.
 
   “Tessa are we friends now?” he asked.
 
   “Yes Luke,” Tessa said in an exasperated tone.
 
   “Thank you, now I think I got this,” Luke said. He pulled back and shot his arrow, kissed hers dead center, “Look at that,” he said and smiled.
 
   “No way,” Tessa said; “You have done that before faker,” she laughed. “Do it again.”
 
   And he did, four times. She looked at him and shook her head.
 
   She shot guns and laughed for three hours with them. “Tessa you’re going to hunt with us this year right?” John asked.
 
   “Daddy not in a million years, I have told you, give me a bunch of nasty people, I could shoot them before I could shoot a defenseless animal,” she said laughing.
 
   “Wow Tessa,” Toby said “Wouldn’t want to get on your bad side.”
 
   They all laughed. It was getting dark and Tommy and Luke thanked Alex and John and said goodbye to the others.
 
   ~
 
    “How was dinner at Jade’s?” Luke asked.
 
   “It was good, Jade can cook,” Tommy smiled.
 
   “What were her parents like?” Luke asked.
 
   “Well her Dad seems cool, very protective. Her Mom is almost as beautiful as Jade but a complete train wreck,” he admitted.
 
   “Oh?” Luke asked.
 
   “Ya, Jade had two brothers, twins actually that died in a car accident a couple years ago,” Tommy told Luke. “I guess her mom was driving with the kids home from the movies and another car hit theirs, Jade and her Mom lived, the boys did not. That’s why Alex was held back. He stopped talking for three months, real awful time for all of them.” 
 
   “So is that why her Mom is a wreck?” Luke asked.
 
   “I suppose,” Tommy said and paused, “Jade said that she started doing drugs and drinking a lot after that. Jade’s dad came home a night early from an out of town job to surprise them and he caught her in bed with another guy. I guess they stayed together for a year until he found another one in his bed.” 
 
   “That’s not cool,” Luke said and smiled thinking he actually meant it.
 
   Luke dropped Tommy off and said he would see him in the morning and drove home. He walked into his quiet house and grabbed a snack out of the fridge. He looked at his phone and wanted to call her. Text her something, but he knew he could not. His work was not done and she probably was still with GI Joe he thought and cringed. He looked at the half bottle of wine on the counter and took it and went upstairs.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa and Toby stayed behind when everyone left, “When do you have to leave?” she asked.
 
   “Tomorrow at six my flight leaves out of Ithaca, so I need to be there at five,” Toby answered.
 
   “Can I drive you?” she asked smiling.
 
   “I would love that, what time do you get out of practice,” Toby asked smiling.
 
   “Four, so we would be there on time,” she said smiling.
 
   “Alright then I will meet you at the school, like 4:15?” Toby asked.
 
   “Sounds like a plan,” Tessa smiled. 
 
   “We could make it a date, it would be our third,” Toby said with a wink.
 
   “Can I hug you?” she asked.
 
   He grabbed her and hugged her, “You don’t have to ask angel.”
 
   He kissed the top of her head and she looked up at him and gazed into his eyes. She wanted him to kiss her, he had not last night and it bothered her. She wasn’t going to let it happen again. She wanted to know before he left tomorrow if she could feel the same desires she felt with Luke when she kissed him. She stood up on her toes and kissed him; he kissed her gently and pulled back. 
 
   She scowled at him and he smiled. “Don’t be angry at me Tess, I am in no hurry. I don’t want you to be either.” Her face turned red, she was embarrassed. He laughed. “Tessa don’t be like that.”
 
   “Sorry,” she said.
 
   “No Tessa not like that either,” He wanted to kiss her to show her how he felt but he knew it wasn’t right yet. He watched how she reacted with Luke today and he wanted her to be sure. He knew where this could wind up and she wasn’t that kind of girl, even if she thought she wanted to be.
 
   They walked to the house and he opened the door for her. He grabbed her hand as she walked in stopping her. “Tessa you need to know I find you irresistible and every part of my body wants to hold you and kiss you and, well, my heart says not yet.”
 
   She could feel her heart start beating faster, yippee she thought. She grinned at him and said “Good.” 
 
   She walked in smiling and her Dad shook his head, she knew he had heard everything. “I am taking Toby to the airport after practice,” she told him. She kissed his head and went and got the kids and herself ready for bed. 
 
   Her phone chimed and there was Lucas staring at her.
 
   -Your skills amaze me my new friend. The only time my mind wandered was when you said “do it again” Day 3 without Tessa Ross was a little better, I didn’t make her cry, it’s a start ….LYA Luke
 
   She smiled as she read, and put her head on her pillow and fell asleep.
 
   ~
 
   The morning went by fast, she thought of Toby whenever she didn’t come face to face with Luke. They were eating lunch when the boys walked in, Tommy sat down and Luke stopped and started to walk away. 
 
   “Sit with us,” Tessa said pointing across the table, “We are friends now right?” she said smiling and he sat.
 
   “So at church yesterday the sermon was on forgiveness,” Jade said smiling knowing this is where Tessa’s head was. 
 
   “I am not sure I remember what ours was do you Luke?” he asked.
 
   “Forbidden fruit,” he answered quickly looking down at his tray. 
 
   Tessa had just taken a drink and was now trying not to spit it across the table, she grabbed her napkin and let the milk fly into that.
 
   “Tessa are you okay?” Phoebe asked.
 
   She laughed “Yes Phoebe I am fine,” she couldn’t stop smirking.
 
   “Well,” Becca said, “He certainly does give us the message we need when we need it,” she said looking at each of them sternly.
 
   Tessa and Luke’s eyes met and they both started laughing and smiled at each other.
 
   “Well isn’t this nice,” Sadi said “Did we kiss and make up?” she asked.
 
   “No Sadi,” she said “Good news, I was so impressed with your scuba techniques that I decided to just go for it, we fucked all weekend,” she said and smiled.
 
   “Whore,” Sadi said and walked away.
 
   “Good at it,” Tessa yelled back.
 
   “Tessa,” Becca snapped, “What happened to forgiveness?”
 
   “I forgave the bitch and she blew my boyfriend,” Tessa said as she stood up and stormed out of the cafeteria.
 
   ~
 
   Luke went after her and grabbed her arm. She was crying, he grabbed her and hugged her, she pulled away. He held his hands up showing her that he wouldn’t touch her. He bent his knees so he they would see eyes to eye. “Tessa, don’t cry,” he said and gently wiped her tears away. “Please, Tessa look at me,” she looked at him and she was angry, “I am so sorry,” he said.
 
   “I can’t do this Luke, I want to but it hurts,” she said.
 
   “You said we were friends in there… we started backwards, I am trying to fix this, I will take friends but I love you,” Luke said trying to stay calm. 
 
   Tessa grabbed his face and kissed him, he moaned, she kissed him harder and he opened his mouth and her tongue plunged deeply into his. He grabbed her hair and his tongue met hers. He started to pull away and she grabbed his waist band a pulled him to her again. He kissed her neck, she whispered “Luke,” in his ear and he moved back to her lips, she was on fire and he was too. She took her mouth away and he hugged her. 
 
   “I can’t do friends Luke when all I want to do is that,” Tessa said, “and I can’t do that again because it hurts so badly,” she started to pull away. 
 
   He bent down to meet her eyes, “I am going to put you back together Tessa,” he said and stroked her hair like she was a child, “I broke you and I am working on fixing you.”
 
   She was angry, “How are you going to do that when you’re out at the mall with your next partner?” she asked.
 
   He smiled at her, he knew she didn’t get it, “She was an ex Tessa, I need to fix myself before I can fix you. Don’t stop being my friend regardless of where this journey ends up. I can never lose you, do you understand? Never,” he kissed her head and held her.
 
   “Luke, I am taking Toby to the airport after practice,” she told him.
 
   “Tell him I said good riddance, I mean goodbye” he smirked. She smiled back at him. 
 
   “You two done?” Sadi asked. 
 
   “Never,” he said looking at Tessa.
 
   “Wow kind of like us hu Luke?” Sadi smiled.
 
   “Nothing like us Sadi, I told you that the other night,” he didn’t look away from Tessa while he spoke to Sadi. Tessa thought about the other night and got angry. “Now walk away,” he said to Sadi. The bell rang. “Friends Tessa?” 
 
   “We will see,” she said and left.
 
   ~
 
   After practice Toby was in the driveway, “Hey angel,” he said as she walked up to his Jeep, “We can take the Jeep if you’ll do me a favor.”
 
   “Sure anything,” she said, she saw Luke in his white hat standing with Tommy looking at her. He opened the door for her and she got in, he buckled her seat belt.
 
   “Can you drive this back to your place and park it out back? Your dad said it was ok. You can drive it anytime you want ok?” Toby said.
 
   She smiled, “Absolutely! Thank you!”
 
   Tessa and Toby drove by the lake and stopped. He grabbed a cooler out of the back. They sat on the ground, her back against his chest and ate sandwiches he had made. She told him about what happened with Luke today and he wasn’t upset at all, “Tessa you’ll get through this just go slow. Promise me you’ll go slow,” Toby asked her.
 
   “I will Toby, I know this is none of my business but do you date when you’re down there?” she asked.
 
   He laughed, “No Tessa and I wouldn’t want to; I told you I have a past and have learned from it. I am focused and have goals. I want you to be able to figure things out, you’re young angel.”
 
   They went to the airport and his flight was called. “Can I kiss you goodbye?” he asked.
 
   She was tearing up, she didn’t want him to leave, he had been so good to her and she could be strong when he was here. “Please,” she said. 
 
   He held her face and gently kissed her lips. Tessa sat and watched as the plane left the runway. She stood up and walked out the doors. Since she was in the city she thought she would go shopping.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa parked outside the large department store and jumped out of the Jeep. She wasn’t sure what she was looking for so she just wandered around. She walked towards the food court and there he stood again with a different girl, this one was short with chin length brown hair, she was cute. She was smiling and looking at him, she hugged him and he hugged her back, it was not a long lingering, I want to throw you down right here hug. She tried to avoid them but he saw her and smiled, “Is that her Luke,” she asked. 
 
   “It is,” Luke smiled.
 
   She walked up to Tessa, “Hi I’m Amy and you are Tessa,” she said smiling. Luke walked up and stood with his hands in his pockets looking down. “Wow Lucas she is beautiful.” 
 
   Tessa stood there frozen and finally said “Nice to meet you Amy,” and looked confused.
 
   “So I am one of his sexes,” she laughed. Tessa’s eyes widened and looked down. She looked at him and said “What number was I Luke?” he held up three fingers and shook his head. She laughed, “And I think it’s amazing what he is doing, I can see why he loves you Tessa, good luck you two I have to go meet my fiancé, wedding in six weeks, much to do,” she smiled and walked or skipped away.
 
   Tessa stood there still confused, he smiled looking at her. “Hello Tessa,” Luke said. 
 
   “What was that?” Tessa asked. 
 
   “That was number three… Amy,” Luke said.
 
   “Oh your third what did she call it?” she asked. 
 
   “Sexes,” Luke laughed, “I guess that’s sounds better than saying ex fuck, I never dated her.”
 
   “Oh,” she said. 
 
   “Come eat with me, I’m starving” he said grabbing her hand, she pulled it away. He looked at her and she could see he was hurt.
 
   “I already ate,” she said and smiled, trying to erase the hurt from his face. 
 
   “Will you sit with me while I eat,” he asked looking at her with puppy dog eyes. Her eyes widened, “In a very public place, friend,” he said trying not to smirk.
 
   “Sure but I have to leave soon,” she said.
 
   “You aren’t buying anything, what are you doing all the way out here then,” he asked and looked at her and she rolled her eyes. “Oh GI Joe,” he said and laughed, “So how did that go? Did you tell him you kissed me today?” he whispered in her ear.
 
   “Actually I did,” Tessa said.
 
   “How did he take it,” Luke said and smiled.
 
   “Like a man,” Tessa said.
 
   He ordered Chinese and got her a drink; there were two sets of chop sticks on his plate. She smiled.
 
   “What,” Luke asked cocking his head to the side.
 
   “You know how to use those things?” she giggled.
 
   “Yep, you don’t?” he asked.
 
   “No I mastered the fork and it seems to work just fine for me,” Tessa said trying to hide the fact she felt inferior to him in most everything.
 
   He laughed, “Well I am going to teach you then.”
 
   He ate with them and she watched him the whole time. He opened hers and handed them to her, “No thank you,” she said.
 
   “Not up for discussion,” Luke jumped up and ran behind her and took her finger and showed her how to hold them and she practiced and he finally let go. With the sticks in her hands she tried and did well. He breathed her in as he stood and kissed her hair, “Good job baby.”
 
   He sat and watched her, as she took a bite of noodle it fell and landed on her chest, “Lucky noodle,” he said and grinned. Her eyes widened and jaw dropped, “Tessa do you need me to get it for you,” he smiled widely. She grabbed it and set it on the table. She opened a wet wipe and started cleaning the spot. When she was done he was staring at her with his eyebrow raised and a half smile. 
 
   “Dead puppies FRIEND,” she snapped, he laughed.
 
   “Luke Links,” she heard from behind her as the two brunettes walked up to the table.
 
   “Hello Tina, hello Tammy” he said.
 
   “What’s up Linksy?” Tina smiled as she ogled him.
 
   He stood up, “This is Tessa the girl I am out of my mind in love with,” he said. Tessa blushed and looked down. 
 
   “Oh so that’s why you haven’t called or texted lately,” she smiled at him and starred down at his lower half and bit her lip. 
 
   “Ya about that, I am sorry that I have treated you like that, it’s disrespectful and I can promise it won’t happen again, I hope you two can find someone who makes you very happy, you both deserve that. I am sorry if I hurt either of you in any way,” he said.
 
   “Either of us?” Tammy asked, “You had sex with him?” she asked the other girl, “You knew I was sleeping with him, you’re my sister for crying out loud.”
 
   “You didn’t have dibs or something like that” she yelled back.
 
   “You where dating Mark,” she snapped.
 
   “Not the whole time,” she said.
 
   Tessa stood and shook her head and looked at him, “Can we go?” she asked.
 
   “Yep, good bye ladies,” Luke said and took his tray. 
 
   He looked at Tessa “Seven and eight.”
 
   “Sisters Lucas?” she quietly snapped.
 
   “Ya I was drunk and didn’t realize it at the time,” he tried not to smile, she smacked him.
 
   “You really are awful,” and turned away so he didn’t see her smile. 
 
   “I’m sorry,” he said “I am going to be better Tessa I promise,” he said and turned her towards him and saw her trying not to smile. “Really Tessa?”
 
   “What were you thinking? These partners of yours may be nice to look at but how could you stand to hear them talk? All but two I have met are train wrecks Lucas,” she said and began laughing.
 
   “Stop laughing at me,” Luke said, “in my defense I didn’t really talk to any of them,” they both laughed. “So that is nine Tessa only three more.” 
 
   “Oh, are the rest as dreadful” Tessa asked. She finally realized what he was doing and it was exactly what she had wanted him to do with Sadi. She wondered if they all would end up in his hot tub.
 
   They walked past a pet store and a puppy was making a break for it. Tessa reached down and grabbed it. She picked it up and pet it and it licked her face and she laughed. She was beautiful but when she was happy everything paled in comparison, he thought. The clerk ran out and thanked her, “Can I carry him in,” she asked. She walked petting the golden lab and kissing its head. Luke followed her in. She played with him over the glass pen and he relentlessly tried to jump back into her arms. Smart dog he thought. When she turned towards Luke she took a deep breath through her nose and exhaled deeply. 
 
   “You like him almost as much as he likes you baby don’t you?” Luke asked.
 
   “We had a dog like him for twelve years, his name was Hans, after Han Solo, Alex named him.” Tessa said. “I loved him, he died at the end of spring last year.”
 
   “You should get him Tessa look at him, he wants you to come take him, GET ME OUT OF THE PEN TESSA, I NEED YOU TO SAVE ME,” Luke said in his best puppy voice. 
 
   Tessa laughed, “My Dad would kill me,” she said as she stopped and stared at him, “but the kids would love it,” she walked over and picked him up and he nuzzled into her neck and nibbled on her ear. She petted him and Eskimo kissed his wet black nose and set him down. He barked as she walked away.
 
   They walked by Victoria Secret and he grabbed her hand and tried to pull her in, and she laughed and kept walking. They got to the Gap and she went in to buy a couple pair of dress pants, he grabbed some polo’s. Tessa grabbed Jake and Kendall a new sweatshirt and some new socks and undies.
 
   He walked her out to the Jeep; “He gave you his Jeep?” he said in shock narrowing his eyes.
 
   “No but I can drive it whenever I want, I am probably going to just park it behind the shop,” she said shaking her head. 
 
   “You want to make out in it and send him a picture?” he said and smiled his evil little grin.
 
   “I wouldn’t do that to him or with my friend,” Tessa said coolly.
 
   That’s not what you were thinking after lunch…better not press my luck he thought.
 
   “No harm in trying,” Luke said, “Can I hug my friend goodnight?” he asked looking at her with those puppy dog eyes.
 
   Tessa hugged him good night, and he kissed her head. She drove home happy but confused. The jeep was fun to drive and it was standard, good lord please don’t let me burn out the clutch, she thought. 
 
   ~
 
   The stereo was loud and she was enjoying the music when her phone rang. She pulled over to answer. It was Toby. “Hello angel where are you?” Toby asked.
 
   “Driving your Jeep home,” she said, “It’s fun, just one thing, how did I not see it was standard?” she asked laughing.
 
   Toby laughed, “Are you on the hands free?” he asked.
 
   “No, where is it,” she asked.
 
   “Angel I think you should pull over you’re making me nervous,” he said.
 
   “I am Toby, I pulled over before I answered,” Tessa laughed.
 
   “Ok thank God I was worried about you,” Toby laughed.
 
   “Me or your Jeep?” she asked laughing.
 
   “Only you, that thing is replaceable, you are not!” he said in a very militant tone.
 
   “YES SIR,” she shouted and laughed, “When did you get in?” she asked.
 
   He told her he had a great flight and that he already missed seeing her smile. He explained how to use the blue tooth and if she wanted to take the top off, there was a tutorial on U-Tube. 
 
   ~
 
   She drove home and did some chores and got them all ready for the next day. 
 
   Her phone chimed and he was smiling in her face.
 
   -She kissed me!!! And I didn’t want to sneak her in the locker room and bend her over the bench,(Until now as my wildly filthy mind is racing) and then at the mall she dropped a noodle on her chest and well, all the dead puppies in the world could not have stopped my mind from racing then. Day 4 without Tessa Ross…well it wasn’t all that bad, I can fix this….LYA Luke
 
   Tessa fell asleep thinking about the locker room.
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter15]Chapter 15
 
   Tessa woke up to a loud unfamiliar noise, she jumped out of bed and looked at the clock, it was only four thirty in the morning. Tessa had an hour before she needed to be out of bed. She ran down the stair and heard it again. Tessa went to the kitchen and Alex was standing there trying to figure out what the noise was too. The sound was coming from the mud room. They turned on the light and looked out, there in a huge black metal cage was a fuzzy little yellow lab, as soon as the light came on he started barking. She opened the door to the cage and took him out and he immediately stopped barking, he nuzzled into her hair and nibbled her ear and fell asleep. Tessa laughed when she saw the fifty pound bag of puppy food and cans of wet food. There was a navy collar and leash, on the collar was a tag, its name was engraved on it “CHEWY,” she said. 
 
   “What is this all about Tessa,” Alex asked.
 
   “Luke,” she said.
 
   There was a bin with an envelope with papers and shot records, a packet of flea and tick ointment and about five chew toys. Under the bin was a large pillow that maybe someday he would grow in to. Next to that was a food and water dish.
 
   “You cleaned house today,” Alex said, “A jeep and a puppy, what the heck do they see in you,” he said smiling.
 
   “What the hell is that thing Tessa?” her Dad asked and Chewy growled at him.
 
   “A puppy Dad, his name is Chewy, he was a gift,” she said smiling.
 
   “And who do we have to thank for that?” John asked annoyed.
 
   “I don’t know there wasn’t a note,” she said shooting Alex a look.
 
   “I am going back to bed,” Alex said.
 
   “Can we keep him, please Daddy,” Tessa asked.
 
   “As long as you take care of him,” he yawned, “we still have that invisible fence collar from Hans right,” she shook her head yes, “alright then.”
 
   Tessa couldn’t wait to show the kids. She figured since she was up she should get ready for school, she had a game tonight. 
 
   When she was ready she held Chewy up next to her face and took a picture, she sent it to Luke, and Thank you was the message.
 
   -He was still whining in agony when I walked back into the mall, he missed you, I understand how he feels, he may be a mess at first but with your guidance and love he will be ok, by the way the picture is priceless , my new screen saver …LYA Luke
 
   ~
 
   It was lunchtime and Luke sat across from Tessa. They stared at each other the entire time making stupid faces, what are we in junior high she thought laughing at his cross eyes. The bell rang and neither of them got up. Jade turned to see where she was and Tessa and Luke were at the table still being middle schoolers.
 
   “Did either of you hear the bell?” Jade asked. 
 
   They laughed and stood up. Luke grabbed Tessa’s hand like he had never stopped and she stiffened up and he did in reaction to her. He kissed her hand and smiled, “See you later Tessa.” 
 
   God I hope so she thought.
 
   ~
 
   Her game was home and they were doing well, Tessa had made a goal and had an assist. At half time Alex and some of his friends were there, their practice had ended. She searched for Luke and he was nowhere to be seen. She was a little upset, no, a lot upset but it was okay. 
 
   They were ahead by three the end of the third quarter and she heard a barking puppy. Luke was carrying Chewy to the bleachers. He raised his paw and made him wave to her. She smiled and laughed. “Luke got a puppy?” Phoebe asked.
 
   “No Luke got me a puppy,” Tessa said and smiled, “His name is Chewy.”
 
   When the game ended she looked over to him and he was surrounded by girls. They were all gushing over him and Chewy. Luke was smiling and set him down and his little feet ran as fast as they could to Tessa. She bent down and picked him up, he licked her face as she sucked in her lips and laughed. He walked over and half the swarm of B’s followed him. “Links is that your baby?” the goalie from the other team asked, “got to be he’s a handsome little guy,” she said and reached over and pet him.
 
   “Hey Julie, he’s actually Tessa’s puppy. Tessa this is Julie,” he said.
 
   “Nice to meet you Julie,” Tessa said trying to avoid Chewy’s tongue from slipping in her mouth.
 
   “You too, so Luke you free tonight, I have missed you,” Julie said as she looked him up and down.
 
   “Actually I have been meaning to get a hold of you,” unbelievable Tessa thought as she walked away with her fuzzy little bundle.
 
   As Tessa introduced Chewy to her team Luke was apologizing to one of the dirty dozen. They were playing with him and Luke walked over and yanked on her braid, “Number six,” and he bent down and kissed her sweaty head.
 
   “How did that taste?” Tessa asked laughing.
 
   “Like more,” he said and kissed her head again.
 
   “S’mores?” she asked laughing.
 
   “Ya S’mores,” he smiled.
 
   “Can you keep him while I go shower,” she asked.
 
   Luke took a deep breath and set his jaw, “Of course, he’s way more distracting than a basket of dead ones.”
 
   Luke threw a toy for Chewy in the field and Chewy fetched it, he certainly hadn’t mastered the art of bringing it back or release yet but Luke was sure he would do well at it soon enough.
 
   Tessa walked out and Chewy was sniffing around looking for a place to pee.
 
   “Awe he’s got to go potty,” she said laughing. They watched him as he made his way to the exact spot Tessa started the game at and squatted and peed.
 
   “He’s marking his territory baby,” Luke laughed.
 
   “Great game Tessa Ross,” Mark said as he looked her up and down and winked.
 
   “Thanks Mark,” she said and looked away. She saw Luke scowling at Mark. 
 
   “Tessa?” Luke asked. 
 
   “Yes,” she replied.
 
   “Would you be offended if I pissed on your leg, mark you as mine,” she smacked him. “Was John angry?” Luke asked.
 
   “Actually no, he was great about it,” she said, “we have invisible fence from Hans so he is alright with it.” 
 
   “That’s cool so Chewy will be an outside dog?” Luke asked and she could see concern in his eyes. 
 
   “Well with Hans when we were outside he was and the invisible fence kept him safe. He slept inside with us every night but if he wanted to go out and we were preoccupied he was safe to go out alone for a bit. When we weren’t home he was inside. Chewy has to be trained on the boundaries and we have to know he’s ready. It’ll be a while before he is out without anyone supervising,” Tessa explained reassuring him.
 
   “Ok good,” he smiled and looked relieved.
 
   “Do you want to keep him for a few hours?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Like joint custody?” he said and laughed, “No Tessa he is yours he chose you,” he smiled. 
 
   “Would you like to come up for dinner Luke?” Tessa asked.
 
   He smiled, “I wouldn’t want to impose.”
 
   “Do I need to beg?” she asked.
 
   “Oh God please don’t,” he said looking down.
 
   “Dead pu...,” she started.
 
   He put his hand over her mouth, “Not in front of Chewy” he said.
 
   She narrowed her eyes and bit his hand. His eyes rolled back and he closed them. “You are sadistic,” she said laughing.
 
   “You have no idea,” he moaned. Her heart raced, what the hell am I thinking with what happened with Sadi just a few days ago and here I am having these thoughts again, unbelievable Tessa she thought. 
 
   “Okay no dinner then?” she asked looking annoyed.
 
   “I would love to but right now Tessa I think I should go home,” he said sadly.
 
   “Okay,” she said and gave him a fake smile. “Then why do you look sad?” 
 
   “I have just had a rough few days,” he said, more like eighteen years.
 
   He watched as her eyes changed, “Ok come on Chewy,” she said.
 
   “Hey Tessa, I just wanted to let you know that I am going away for a few days,” he said looking down.
 
   “Oh why, I’m sorry, I mean have fun,” she looked down and he laughed, “Well I don’t know what I should say.”
 
   “What do you want to say Tessa?” Luke asked.
 
   “Are you okay, is your family alright, where are you going, are you going alone, do you want to have sex before you go so you won’t want anyone else. Probably all the creepy crazy jealous girlfriend things boys hate and I’m not even your girlfriend,” Tessa said turning red and he laughed.
 
   “Well I am driving down to New Jersey to see my Dad for a couple days, it’s been awhile. I loved that you asked if I was okay first, that’s not what a creepy crazy jealous girlfriend would ask,” Luke said and laughed. “I am doing no one else, well no one at all actually. But there’s this girl I love anyway,” he hugged her. 
 
   “Awe how cute you two had a puppy,” Sadi said as she walked by and flipped them off.
 
   They both laughed. “When will you leave?” she asked. He told her tonight that way he would be home by Friday morning and still be able to play in their last game. “Please drive safely and call me when you get there.”
 
   ~
 
   Luke walked into his house and stood in the kitchen for a few minutes. His bag was already packed and sitting by the door. Luke went through the house and made sure everything was locked up tightly. He grabbed his phone charger and turned off the light. He got in his car and pulled out of his driveway. He was dreading the five hour drive but at least one of his obligatory nights would be without the drama that always ensued when Dad was in a new relationship. 
 
   When he pulled into the driveway of the lake house the motion light came on. He looked at the house and he saw his Dad and a blonde who was way too young for him walk out. Here we go, he thought. 
 
   “Lucas, this stunning woman is Mandi, with an I,” Landon said. Of course with an I Luke thought. “And Mandi this is Lucas, star quarter back, honors student, and my devastatingly handsome son.”
 
   “Nice to meet you Luke,” she smiled “My, you’re almost as cute as your Daddy,” Mandi said and winked.
 
   “You alone Lucas?” he asked. He shook his head yes, “Losing your touch boy?”
 
   “Dad can we discuss this later?” Luke said looking towards Mandi.
 
   “Just odd, you always bring something to keep you warm,” Landon winked and laughed as they walked in.
 
   Luke walked in to the kitchen and set his bag down and his phone on the island and sat in the leather stool “Dad can we talk alone for a minute?” he asked.
 
   “Anything we need to talk about Mandi can hear son. Hey sexy would you grab us a couple beers out of the fridge?” Landon asked.
 
   “Sure Landon,” she said smiling.
 
   “Dad I need to talk to you alone,” Luke said as Mandi brought over two beers and set them down on the counter in front of them.
 
   “Landon, I am a little tired, I am going to head up to bed, you two talk,” Mandi smiled, “Very nice to meet you Lucas.” 
 
   “What’s going on Luke?” Landon asked. Landon only called him Luke when he was angry.
 
   “Mom’s in the hospital, she had a relapse last Friday. I want to get her into rehab and I need your help,” Luke said dreading what would inevitably come.
 
   “What the fuck is wrong with her?” Landon asked. “That bitch has never been able to keep it together for more than six months.”
 
   “Don’t talk about my mother that way,” Luke said, his phone chimed and Tessa and Chewy’s picture popped up on the screen.
 
   “Nice Lucas,” his dad said grabbing the phone and smiling. “How long have you been doing her?”
 
   “I haven’t DONE anything with Tessa,” Luke said, “It’s not like that with her,” he grabbed the phone and checked the message.
 
   -Hope you arrived safely, please let me know….LYA Tessa
 
   He smiled, when he saw the LYA, it had been awhile since she had signed that way
 
   He typed a reply,
 
   -Just got here safe and sound Baby…Thank you…LYA Luke.
 
   Landon was looking over his shoulder, “What’s LYA mean Lucas?”
 
   “Love You Anyways,” Luke said, “About Mom are you going to help or not?”
 
   “Why should I? I have paid for the house, I pay for the bills and you have a credit card with free range Lucas,” Landon said, “What more should I be obligated to do for her?”
 
   “For her Dad? You have been divorced since I was three, you try to make her feel worthless, and you put the house in my name. You are obligated even though you don’t fucking get it,” Luke snapped at him.
 
   “Drink your beer son you need to relax, you don’t talk to me like that, I am your father,” Landon snapped back.
 
   “My father who is giving his eighteen year old son a beer to relax, my father who before asking how I am wants to know why I didn’t bring a piece of ass with me, and who wants flavor of the month to be present for our conversation. My father who has known I have stayed alone since I was fourteen while my mother dries up,” Luke said in an angry tone.
 
   “That’s enough Lucas,” Landon interrupted, “You cannot blame me for your mother’s problems, it’s not my fault your mother is an alcoholic!”
 
   “No Dad? Let me ask you a question! How many of your ex-wives are not?” Luke said.
 
   “That’s not my fault,” he said getting defensive.
 
   “Well ask yourself what the common bond between them is,” Luke stood and grabbed his bag and headed upstairs.
 
   He grabbed his phone to text Tessa
 
   Her phone chimed and she smiled.
 
   -She is more precious to me every day. Her innocence and heart are pure and perfect. I want to be her soft place to land when she feels like falling. I dream of making her as happy as she makes me…. Day 5 without Tessa Ross makes me know I have to become the man she deserves. To love and take care of her always ….LYA Luke
 
   -you sound sad Luke. Please don’t be sad, I Love you, like a friend…Tessa
 
   -what happened to LYA?!??! …LYA Luke
 
   - Not necessary anymore, I just love my friend :)
 
   -Not sad anymore, go to sleep baby you have school in the morning …LYA Luke
 
   Tessa laid in bed smiling; he was not perfect when she fell in love with him, but every day he seems to want to be better. She needed to step it up to make him happy and she was pretty sure she knew how. Now for some sweet dreams, she smiled.
 
   ~
 
   He woke up and his dad was gone. He grabbed a pair of shorts on and his sneakers and tied them up. He pulled out his phone.
 
   - good morning Tessa; I dreamt about you last night and woke wishing it were real. Baby I miss seeing your perfect smile..... LYA...Luke.
 
   He tossed his phone on the bed and went outside to run around the lake. He was running hard when he saw Leah outside her parents’ house, where he had first met her last year. Leah saw him and squinted to be sure it was him. Luke slowed down and stopped in front of her; he smiled and held his finger up out breath. She laughed and smiled back. He turned his back to her and bent down concentrating, taking deep breaths. He is gorgeous Leah thought, she had only met him once before and remembered it vividly. They had met on a Friday at a lakeside bonfire. He kissed her and that kiss lasted until the sun came up. She wondered if he remembered. “Hey you remember me?” Luke asked finally able to speak. 
 
   “Of course I do Luke,” she smiled.
 
   “I am going through something and well I fell in love, and she made me realize how wrong I had been to act like I did, I am sorry Leah,” Luke smiled apologetically.
 
   “She must be something special,” she smiled sweetly.
 
   “I hope you have found someone who treats you better than I did Leah,” Luke said.
 
   “I haven’t. I have been waiting to see you again,” Leah said softly.
 
   “I am sorry, please forgive me,” he said pulling his shirt up to wipe the sweat from his face.
 
   “Forgiven,” she said.
 
   They shook hands and Luke went to finish his run.
 
   ~
 
   When Luke was not at school it seemed even harder to concentrate. Tessa missed his hand holding hers, his kisses, laugh and his smile, oh his smile was amazing. At lunch she tried to call him and there was no answer. She hung up. “UHG,” she said.
 
   Her phone chimed and she jumped and smiled.
 
   -Hey angel I have two minutes free and I wanted to say hello. Things are crazy here but I still think about you often. I hope all is well, hope to talk to you soon, be good to yourself…Toby
 
   -TOBY!!! It is great hearing from you, send me a picture of you in uniform please I want to set it up as your ID when you text me again…BTW it better be more often! Tessa
 
   Her phone chimed and it was a picture of them at homecoming, a second was of him in uniform, she smiled.
 
   -smoking hot …TTYS…Tessa
 
   ~
 
   Landon came home at noon and brought lunch. Luke had just gotten out of the shower and he was getting dressed when his Dad yelled up, “Anyone home?”
 
   “I will be down in a minute Dad,” Luke answered.
 
   “Let’s eat lunch Lucas,” Landon said, “Your sisters will be her at two; I have a sitter coming to watch after them while I am at a meeting with possible investors. I would like you to join me?”
 
   Luke decided to join his father for dinner with the hopeful investors; he would meet him downtown at about four. He would have a chance to spend a couple hours with his sisters that he barely knew. 
 
   He grabbed his phone and saw she had called. He knew she was in class now and that she wouldn’t be able to take his call.
 
   - Miss you baby... Love Luke.
 
   At one thirty Audrianna pulled in with Alexandra and Ally. They were beautiful with big green eyes and caramel hair. They were dressed in matching pink dresses and white shoes. Their hair was in pig tails with ribbons tied perfectly around them. They looked a lot like Luke.
 
   “Hello Audri,” Luke said as he was smiling at the girls, “they are beautiful.”
 
   “How are you Lucas, Ally and Alexandra this is your big brother Lucas, do you remember him girls?” Audrianna asked smiling.
 
   They both shook their heads and smiled shyly. Luke knelt down, “I am going to hang out with you guys for a few hours before I have to go meet our Dad for his meeting, what would you like to do?”
 
   Audrianna couldn’t believe this was the same boy; it looked like the little tyrant that she had dealt with every few months when she was married to his father. He was either drunk or high when she saw him, but it certainly didn’t act like him now.
 
   She answered her phone, “Hello…Oh ok…I will see what I can do…no I understand…see you soon. Damn it,” she mumbled under her breath. “Ashley,” she called waving her sister to come in. 
 
   “Is that your aunt?” Luke asked the girls and smiled.
 
   “Yes,” they answered giggling.
 
   “Good, I need to talk to her, Audri do you mind?” Luke asked.
 
   Why was he asking permission he didn’t every time they had screwed over the past four years. “She is happy Lucas,” Audri cautioned.
 
   “Good, I am too” Luke said, “Is it alright?”
 
   “Go ahead Lucas,” Audri said.
 
   He walked to the car and opened the door for Ashley, “Hey Ash can we take a walk?” 
 
   Ashley’s eyes widened, “Luke I don’t think that’s a good idea,” she said looking towards the girls, “and I am, seeing someone.”
 
   “Me too Ash,” Luke smiled, “I just want to apologize for some things.”
 
   “Okay then,” Ashley said.
 
   They only walked a few feet away but he did his normal spiel. She hugged him and he hugged her back. Ashley was a great person. They had a different relationship than he did with the girls back home, and it was fun, no strings tossed in with some mutual respect mixed with a bit of alcohol sex, a great distraction from his father’s nonsense.
 
   “So we are good right?” Ashley asked.
 
   “I hope so,” Luke said smiling.
 
   They walked back to the house and his phone chimed, Ashley saw the picture ID “She is pretty Lucas,” Ashley smiled, “Are you being good to her?”
 
   “I am trying. She just, I don’t know, she is just different than the other girls back home,” Luke smiled.
 
   Audrianna smiled as she watched him grinning, “It is so nice to see you happy Lucas, I don’t think I have ever seen you like this.”
 
   “Ya I know, I am sorry, things are changing,” Luke smiled and looked at his sisters.
 
   Audrianna had always felt sorry for the life he lived. Her soon to be ex was too busy with work or trying to be the man she thought she had married, to pay any attention to Lucas. She knew his mother had major substance abuse issues and that he had been the one to deal with her. And now that she was a Mom she saw him differently. She wished she had pushed more for Landon to be a better father than he was to Lucas. She wished she could have not been jealous or wrapped up in her own dream world to see that the troubled, obnoxious, hormone filled boy really had a sad, angry life and he just needed guidance. 
 
   “I am so glad Lucas, I really am. You deserved better than you were dealt, and I should have tried to help, I am sorry,” Audri said.
 
   “I am fine, doing better every day. And whatever I have said or done in the past to make your life harder I apologize. Oh and thank you for giving me these two, I think we will be great pals,” he said and they giggled.
 
   “So Ashley we are going to have to change our plans, the sitter is going to be about an hour late,” Audrianna said.
 
   “No way, I got this, we can have great fun together can’t we girls,” Luke said swooping them up and spinning them in a circle. 
 
   “Oh no Lucas you don’t have to,” Audri said and looked a bit nervous.
 
   “Please Mommy,” the girls said in unison.
 
   “Audri I promise they will be fine, I won’t break them,” Luke smiled.
 
   “He will be okay,” Ashley said reassuring Audrianna. 
 
   Audrianna reluctantly agreed, it was only an hour she thought and she and Ashley left.
 
   The girls took him out back and showed him the tree fort their father had built for them, “Wow this is so cool,” he said climbing up behind them. It was very low to the ground so Luke felt that it was safe for them. 
 
   They played Princess for an hour, he of course was there Prince and had “To marry both of them,” Ally said smiling. 
 
   “Ok but only because it’s pretend, when you grow up girls its only one Prince for each of you. And he better be really good to you because if doesn’t, do you know what will happen?” Luke asked in a deep voice. Their eyes widened and he threw his hands in the air making them appear like giant claws, “Your brother will turn into a dragon and gobble them up,” he picked them up and pretended to chew their ears as they laughed.
 
   ~
 
   “That’s cute,” he heard someone laugh from behind him.
 
   “Leah,” the girls yelled and ran to her. 
 
   “Hey Leah what’s going on?” Luke asked.
 
   “She’s here to watch us, but she doesn’t have to now we have you” Alexandra said and ran to Luke and jumped in his arms and hugged him. So this is how it feels, he thought, this is what family was all about. Luke always had felt that they were the competition. He didn’t realize that they could turn his black heart gray. Luke loved them immediately.
 
   Luke hugged her tight and said, “I have to meet Dad for a couple hours and then I will be back, are you spending the night?” he asked.
 
   “We don’t spend the night silly,” she laughed.
 
   “Well maybe tonight you can, should we call your Mom and ask?” he said.
 
   “Ya,” they both said.
 
   Leah gave Luke Adrianna’s phone number. Luke called and asked her, she was reluctant but agreed that it was alright if Leah could stay as well. They all agreed and the girls went crazy. 
 
   Luke asked Leah to take a picture of him and them in the entry before he left and she did. He messaged Tessa.
 
   -hanging out with two beautiful girls, they are spending the night! Hope you don’t mind…LYA Luke
 
   Luke attached the picture and sent it to her.
 
   Tessa’s phone chimed. 
 
   She read his text and her heart sank, until the picture downloaded, she smiled. Another text came through 
 
   -This is Ally and Alexandra, my sisters!...LYA Luke
 
   -They are beautiful Luke, and you seem happy!!! Much better than last night’s text… your friend…Tessa
 
   -Like you…have to go with Dad for two hours, then back here, this will be their first overnight since their Mom left…Hope he doesn’t get mad when I tell him, lol…LYA Luke
 
   ~
 
   Tessa spent the evening the same as last, training Chewy on the invisible fence. Chewy hated the beeping noise he heard when he got too close to his fenceless boundaries. He was a quick learner.
 
   John had bought a hot tub that was going to be delivered tonight. They couldn’t use the pond now that it was cold and Tessa loved the thought of relaxing in the hot tub after practices. Her muscles would love the relaxation they would gain from it. Tessa cringed when she thought of Luke in the hot tub, she was an idiot and had to keep this thing a friendship, how the hell would I do that? Whenever she saw him she needed to touch him, to kiss him, she loved him. Time to get tough she thought, God help me please she thought quietly, or let him change. I love him.
 
   ~
 
   Luke road home with Landon from the meeting. Luke was happy that he didn’t freak out about the girls staying over. Annoyed that he left his car at the country club but his Dad had kept buying drinks and his new investors seemed to like the fact his son was allowed to drink. How that impressed them was beyond him. John Ross wouldn’t be impressed he was sure of that. 
 
   He got out of the car and the girls ran to him and not his father. Luke picked them up and spun them around. Damn he thought, a bit tipsy. “Okay girls hot tub time!” 
 
   They raced to change and jumped in the twelve person tub that sat overlooking the lake. His Dad joined them. “Hey Leah, could you grab my phone and take a picture of us please?” Luke asked.
 
   “They have really taken to you Lucas,” Landon smiled. 
 
   “They are great Dad, they really have never spent the night?” Luke asked.
 
   “No Lucas I am a very busy man,” Landon reminded him.
 
   Of course you are he thought. “Alright little princesses,” Luke said “Time to get ready for bed, it’s getting late. Leah could you wash the chlorine off them and get them in their PJ’s?”
 
   “No,” Ally said stomping her foot, “We want to stay with you!”
 
   “Ok so why don’t we all sleep in my room, pillows and blankets on the floor, it’ll be like we are camping,” Luke smiled.
 
   The girls were excited. Luke went in and showered and washed his face and brushed his teeth. He pulled on his pajama pants. He grabbed his phone and sent Tessa the picture of his father, sisters and him in the hot tub.
 
   ~
 
   Her phone chimed and she smiled
 
   -Day 6 without Tessa Ross has been enlightening. From her I have been able to see what family is supposed to be. I have two sisters that are amazing and we are going to “Camp Out” on my floor tonight. Without her light shining through me I would have never been able to or have the desire to see how precious love is. … LYA Luke
 
   Wow, she thought, he really loves me. Not that she had doubted that before, she knew he did in the only way he knew how.
 
   -I hope you have a great time, I miss you, and BTW you made me cry…Love…Your friend…Tessa
 
   -I am sorry Tessa that was not my intention…LYA Luke
 
   -Happy tears Luke, thank you. Go have fun with those beautiful girls (never thought I would ever think that, lol)… Love!!!..Your friend…Tessa
 
   ~
 
   “Hey Luke, the girls got carried away with the water, do you have a shirt I can wear?” Leah was soaked and he laughed and tossed one to her.
 
   The girls ran in and jumped on Luke’s bed. He laughed, “Hey can I jump too?” 
 
   Leah stood on his large wooden bed with the mirrored wall behind it and snapped shots of them all jumping. The girls were laughing and so was he. Landon walked in and watched his three children with a smile, “I think it’s bedtime you four,” he raised his eyebrows and winked at Luke. 
 
   “Go give Dad a hug girls,” Luke whispered and they did. 
 
   Luke grabbed his phone and sent a picture to Tessa of them jumping, all their feet were raised behind them in the air and they were smiling. Perfect he thought. 
 
   -Having fun…LYA…Luke.
 
   Luke threw his phone on the bed and tucked them in; they insisted he be in the middle. He said prayers with them, which he had not done in years.
 
   “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord our souls to keep, the angels watch us through the night and keep us in there blessed sight. This we ask in Jesus name, AMEN,” Ally and Alexandra said together.
 
   Ally and Alexandra each kissed Luke and hugged him and fell asleep. Luke was awake and had to use the bathroom. He was still tipsy. He tucked the girls in and grabbed a pillow and put it at the foot of the bed telling himself that he would be back down there when they woke. He missed Tessa and in less than a day he would see her. He fell asleep and dreamt of the girl he loved.
 
   ~
 
   Leah left the girls room and walked into Luke’s, he was asleep on his back, shirtless and hot as hell. She climbed up next to him and rubbed his stomach, he smiled. She kissed his lips. She took his hand and placed it under the shirt that still smelled just like him. He took a deep breath and she kissed his lips, as she sat on him, she unbuttoned the shirt and laid her naked breasts on his chest. She slowly began to grind into him and he moaned. She kissed him and he kissed her back. Luke rolled on top of her and kissed her deeply. She spoke his name and whispered, “I want you Luke, take me again.”
 
   Luke pulled away from her, “Oh God Leah, no no no,” he whispered as he sat up.
 
   “We have already done it once, you seemed to really like it, let’s do it again Luke” Leah said and bent in to kiss him. He moved away and his phone fell to the floor. 
 
   “Shit Leah,” he whispered, “The girls are sleeping right there, and I already told you I was sorry about the first time, I was different then.”
 
   Leah stood up and said, “Sorry I just thought,” she began to tear up.
 
   “Leah,” he interrupted, “okay just, let’s forget this happened okay. Just go back to bed.”
 
   Leah left and Luke calmed himself down. He got up and snuggled in between the girls.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa woke up and smiled. She turned off the humidifier and grabbed her phone; she had a missed call from Luke. Damn I wonder what time he called she thought; she grabbed her clothes and headed for the door. She would listen to the message in the bathroom. She was so excited that she was going to hear his voice grinning ear to ear like a five year old on Christmas morning.
 
   “I want you Luke, take me again” she heard a woman’s voice say “Oh God Leah, no no no,” she heard Luke whisper, “We have already done it once, you seemed to really like it, let’s do it again Luke,” the woman said, “Shit Leah the girls are sleeping right there,” she heard Luke say, and the message ended. Tessa was in shock, she played it again. She felt the blood drain from her face and she sat on the toilet. Oh no you don’t, Tessa Ross, that’s enough. He’s a player. She ignored her head and grabbed her phone; she started to text him and stopped. She put the phone down and jumped in the shower. She got ready for school, she started to hear the song “I will survive” in her head and started laughing. Done, you asshole, I am officially done. Two months is nothing and I know I will be fine she thought.
 
   ~
 
   Luke woke to two giggling girls staring at him, he smiled when he opened his eyes and looked at them. “Well good morning my gorgeous, intelligent, princesses, how did you sleep?” he asked.
 
   “It was wonderful, my prince,” Alexandra said with her cute little squeaky voice.
 
   “I felt a pea under my mattress,” Ally said as she placed the back of her hand to her for head.
 
   “Well we mustn’t have that,” Luke said looking annoyed. 
 
   Luke set them on his bed and threw the blankets to the side, he grabbed the imaginary pea “I have found the culprit, my lady, I shall banish it from the kingdom,” he went into the bathroom and flushed the toilet. “Pea belongs in the potty,” he said and the girls laughed hysterically. 
 
   After breakfast Audrianna came to pick them up. “No Mommy we want to stay with Luke,” they pleaded.
 
   “Well my fair maidens I must return to my kingdom far away, I have dragons to sleigh on Friday night,” Luke said.
 
   “We want to watch,” they begged.
 
   “Then I shall send you a video of it,” he replied with a smile.
 
   Landon stood in the doorway of the kitchen and was amused by the interaction between his three children. He looked at Audrianna and smiled, she blushed and looked down. She was Luke’s favorite step monster.
 
   “Well ya know I am considering driving up tomorrow to see Luke, um slay the dragons, maybe you three could come with me?” Landon said.
 
   Audrianna said, “I am not sure that’s a good idea,” the girls pleaded.
 
   “Lucas could you take the girls up to get their things?” Landon asked and watched them walk up the stairs.
 
   “Audri, we can go together,” he said “As a family, no pressure. He seems to really enjoy them, I have never seen him happier and they adore him. Please I know that it would be too much for me to ask to take them alone, but will you go with us?” Landon asked.
 
   She still loved him, she didn’t know if she could continue healing with him in her face for that amount of time. She did know that he could take them without permission if he pursued it. 
 
   “Landon, this is for the kids, all three of them, do you understand?” he shook his head yes. “And what about your girlfriend?” she asked.
 
   “I think this is more important right now, she will have to deal with it or not, it’s really not a big deal to me,” he said searching her face for a reaction.
 
   “Okay the princesses are ready,” Luke said carrying one under each arm. 
 
   “Well my fair ladies,” Landon said, “We are all going to watch Lucas slay the dragons tomorrow.” 
 
   They clapped and hugged their father, “Mommy too?” Ally asked.
 
   “Yes, Mommy too,” he said smiling at her.
 
   ~
 
   Luke sent a message to Tessa.
 
   -I am leaving in about an hour, should be home at around one, I am going to come in so that I can make practice and see you!!! Guess what? My Dad and sisters will be coming to the game tomorrow night. The girls can’t wait to meet you, and please excuse anything my father may say, most of my bad habits, of the past, come from him…LYA.. Luke
 
   Tessa read the message and wanted to tell him to suck rocks but knew he was driving a long way.
 
   -Drive safely…Your bud, Tessa
 
   He smiled at her response, what does that mean he wondered.
 
   “Luke, here is a check for your mother’s rehab,” he said, “The strings are this, first you come here one weekend a month, I want to see you and your sisters seem to love you. Second she stays for three months. I want her to recover for good this time.” 
 
   “Thanks Dad, See you tomorrow,” his dad hugged him which was not normal, he hugged him back, “see you tomorrow”. That was weird he thought as he walked to the car.
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter16]Chapter 16
 
   Tessa was at lunch when Luke walked in, “Hey baby,” he said as he wrapped his arms around her from behind and kissed her cheek. He sat next to her and smiled, she wanted to punch him in the face. He has been playing her since day one; she was tired of his game and had spent most of the morning thinking of a game of her own. Tessa’s well thought out plans were quickly gone as she felt her heart pound and a lump grow in her throat, she sat wide eyed looking at him. “You okay Tessa?” he asked. She shook her head yes.
 
   “So tomorrow some college’s are sending recruiters here to check us out, my Dad talked to the head coach from Syracuse University personally and he is sending out some guys, isn’t that cool? I would be very close to you and at a great school,” she smiled and shook her head yes. “Tessa, what is going on?” he laughed, she pointed to her throat, “You lost your voice?” he asked concerned. 
 
   “No,” she croaked out “just sore,” she whispered. No you asshole if I talk I will cry she wanted to scream. 
 
   He felt her head and she tensed up, “You are not warm,” he said, she stiffened and felt her eyes narrow, she looked down. “Baby, are you okay?” he said as he took her hands.
 
    The bell rang.
 
   “Got to go, see ya,” she said as she darted out the door. Where the hell was Donna Summers voice in her head when she needed her? 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa walked into class and sat down, “What was that about Tessa, you have been acting weird all day?” Jade asked.
 
   Tessa couldn’t tell Jade because she would probably tell Tommy or kick his ass, “I am just off, I will be fine’” she smiled. 
 
   Tessa quickly changed for hockey and made it to the field before the boys came out. She practiced hard. She was a good person she kept telling herself, she had to help him get through tomorrow with his family and the SU recruiters, she could do this and then she would just tell him to leave her alone.
 
   Practice was over and Tessa walked in, showered and changed. She went quickly to the truck, hoping Alex and Jade would come out before Luke. She flipped through her phone and looked at the pictures he had sent again. Her eyes started to tear up when she realized that the refection in the mirror from the first picture with Luke and the girls was the same as the one from them jumping on the bed, and she noticed the girl, Leah she assumed, was wearing his shirt. She heard people coming out and closed the phone and sunk down trying to breathe deep and slow to stop the flood she knew was coming. One more day she told herself one more day. 
 
   “Tessa, what the hell is going on with you?” Luke asked, “Do you need to go to the hospital baby, you are a mess,” he opened the door and tried to touch her.
 
   “Please don’t,” she said.
 
   “Okay Tessa sorry,” he said looking confused, “I need to know what is wrong.”
 
   You are wrong you asshole, you and your games, “I have my period and don’t feel well,” Tessa said trying to make him uncomfortable enough to walk away.
 
   “Oh,” Luke said as his eyes widened, “Okay. Do you get like this usually, I mean is this normal?” he asked very confused.
 
   Now she was getting pissed, “No,” she snapped.
 
   He tried not to laugh, “Okay.”
 
   “Hey Luke come up for dinner, Tessa put a roast in the crock pot big enough to feed an army,” Alex offered.
 
   Are you kidding me she thought? “Sounds good,” Luke said, “You alright with that Tessa?”
 
   “I am probably just going to bed anyway but you’re more than welcome Bud,” she said through clenched teeth.
 
   “Ride with me?” he asked.
 
   “I would rather not move,” Tessa said looking down. 
 
   “Alright,” he smirked and walked to his car.
 
   “Tessa what’s going on with you?” Alex asked.
 
   “I have my period,” she said knowing that would freak him out.
 
   Alex shook his head “Gross”.
 
   ~
 
   They pulled in the driveway and Luke followed them in. Tessa walked in the door and Chewy bounded up to her and pounced on her. She scooped him up and pet him. Luke walked in and Chewy started going nuts, she set him down and he ran to Luke, “Daddy’s home hu boy,” he said and winked at Tessa as he picked him up.
 
   “Traitor,” Tessa said.
 
   Tessa checked the roast and it was falling apart. Kendall, Jake, and John walked in the door wrapped in towels. “Did you tell Luke about the hot tub?” she asked.
 
   “Nope I forgot,” she said.
 
   “That’s cool,” Luke said as he messed up Kendall’s hair.
 
   “Ya Luke likes hot tubs don’t you?” she asked snidely.
 
   He looked at her and shook his head. She was plating the food and he walked over to help, “Sorry baby,” he whispered, “We do need to talk about that sometime.”
 
   “Please spare me the details, I can do without them,” she said annoyed.
 
   They sat and ate and he watched as she pushed around the food on her plate, he knew something was wrong. She emptied her food in the garbage and went to lie on the couch.
 
   “What’s wrong with Tessa?” John asked.
 
   “She has her period,” Alex answered.
 
   “Does she always act like this when that happens,” Luke asked looking scared.
 
   “No,” Alex and John said at the same time.
 
   When dinner was finished Luke helped clean up. He washed dishes and Kendall and Jake helped rinse and dry. They told him how good Chewy was doing with the invisible fence training and they laughed as they told him that he was no good at fetch, “Well I would love to help him with that, our last game is tomorrow, after that I will have some extra time until basketball starts,” Luke offered.
 
   He came and bent down and kissed her cheek, she was acting like she was asleep. “Goodnight baby, I love you,” he whispered in her ear. He said goodnight to everyone and thanked them for dinner, Chewy barked when he left.
 
   Her phone chimed and she did not smile
 
   -Day 7 without Tessa Ross has been odd. I don’t understand women things but I am here anytime you need me. Just like you have been for me…LYA Luke
 
   ~
 
   She got up and walked into the bathroom and got ready for bed, “Tessa you okay?” John asked, it wasn’t like her to act like this.
 
   Tessa kissed John on the head and walked up the stairs. She was emotionally drained and the thought of going through this again tomorrow brought her to tears. Her phone chimed again, this time it was Toby.
 
   -Hello angel, I had this sudden urge to say hello lots of studying and tons of thinking of you, I hope all is well…Toby
 
   -things are alright. I miss you, when will you be home again?...Tessa
 
   - Thanksgiving, not soon enough and a very short stay…Toby
 
   -UUGGHH I can’t wait…Tessa
 
   -Sorry angel…Toby
 
   - not your fault, proud of you!...Tessa
 
   -Thanks girl, gotta go…Toby
 
   -Goodnight ..Tessa
 
   She fell asleep thinking of Toby, hoping he was for real because that’s the kind of man she wanted. Not someone who liked playing games. Not someone she desperately wished could be who he said he was.
 
   Tessa didn’t go to school in the morning, she would go after lunch, that way she could avoid him. 
 
   -very worried about you baby, tell me your ok…LYA Luke
 
   - I’m ok I will come in after lunch so I don’t have to miss the game,…Your Bud Tessa
 
   -Ok see you then…LYA Luke
 
   ~
 
   Tessa went to school and practice, after practice Luke was waiting for her. “I know you don’t feel well but I need a hug or kiss, I am a ball of nerves right now, I want SU to pick me, I want to be close to you Tessa,” Luke said softly.
 
   Selfish ass Tessa thought and hugged him and he wrapped his arms around her tightly. He kissed her head and she wanted to fall apart right there. Luke lifted her chin and lightly kissed her lips and buried his head into her neck. She knew this was the last time she would be hugging him. I am going to leave him wanting more she pulled back and he looked at her, she kissed him and he relaxed, he pulled her bottom lip and she willingly let him in. It was a gentle exploration by him, she did not reciprocate.
 
   “There he is,” they heard little voices yell. 
 
   Luke looked at her and smiled, “Time to meet the family,” he turned around and knelt down, they jumped in his arms. He hugged them tightly and smiled, “I missed you two very much,” he set them down. 
 
   “Lucas is this your Princess?” Ally asked.
 
   “One of the three,” he said and smiled. 
 
   Or four or 13 she thought. 
 
   She smiled at them, “Hello Ally and Alexandra, I am Tessa,” she said and smiled at them extending her hand. They both laughed and hugged her.
 
   “She is beautiful,” Alexandra said.
 
   “And you both are too and very sweet,” Tessa said laughing.
 
   “Where’s the doggy that’s always with you?” Ally asked. Tessa looked confused.
 
   Luke laughed, “Chewy is at her house, he doesn’t go to school yet, he is far too young,” he said and smiled.
 
   He looked so happy, innocently happy. She loved this Luke, the one without walls or that dirty mind racing. She started feeling that knot in her throat. 
 
   “Tessa this is my father Landon and my step mother Audrianna,” he said and she looked up. He looked like she imagined Luke would in twenty years, very handsome, tall with dark very clean cut hair and amazing green eyes. And Audrianna was beautiful, grey eyes, medium height and blonde straight hair. 
 
   “Pleasure to meet you,” Tessa smiled. His father looked her up and down, making her feel like she was being judged at the county fair. 
 
   “It’s wonderful to meet you Tessa,” Audri said and hugged her. “It’s nice to put a face to the name of the girl who has made Lucas so happy.” 
 
   “Thank you,” she managed to smile, yes she has for now but after tonight she was done faking for him. 
 
   “She is beautiful Lucas,” Landon said smiling, “Good job son, would you like to join us for a small dinner before the game Tessa?”
 
   “No thank you sir,” Tessa said softly. Landon looked annoyed.
 
   “Tessa hasn’t been feeling well for the past couple days, she just got done with hockey practice, she should probably go home and rest before the game. You are coming to the game right baby?” Luke asked sweetly.
 
   Big girl pants Tessa she thought, “I wouldn’t miss it for the world,” she said and smiled at him.
 
   “She’s not pregnant is she Lucas,” Landon asked bluntly. Tessa’s eyes widened and she looked down.
 
   “Dad,” he said and gave him a nasty look, “quite the opposite,” he whispered.
 
   Holy shit Tessa thought, he just told his father I have my period. 
 
   “Okay you three we have managed to make Tessa uncomfortable in less than five minutes, let’s get in the car and wait for Lucas,” she hugged Tessa, “I am so sorry for that, he can be such an ass,” she whispered in her ear.
 
   Tessa laughed and smiled at her, “No need to apologize.”
 
   “I want you to know he loves you and I see him finally, he hasn’t had the best role models, thank you,” Audrianna kissed her cheek and took the girls’ hands.
 
   “Well hello Landon, Audrianna, girls” Sadi said approaching them, “I see you’ve met the farm girl,” she said and laughed, “No offense Tessa.”
 
   “None taken Sadi,” Tessa sneered.
 
   “Sadi, you look beautiful,” Landon beamed.
 
   “And you Mr. Links are hot as hell, as always” they laughed and grinned at each other.
 
   Luke looked at Audrianna and narrowed his eyes. “Let’s go girls,” she smiled.
 
   “She isn’t a princess Tessa,” Ally whispered to Tessa.
 
   Tessa bent down to hug her, “She’s a nasty old troll,” she said and made a nasty troll face.
 
   Both girls laughed and hugged her. “Will you bring the doggy tonight?” Ally sweetly asked.
 
   “I don’t know he may be very busy doing doggy stuff, but I will certainly ask him,” she said and smiled.
 
   Luke watched her with them, and smiled. “Don’t be long Lucas, girls let’s go, nice to meet you Tessa,” Landon said as he turned and walked towards the car.
 
   “Sorry about that baby,” Luke said and hugged her, “the girls love you almost as much as I do,” she didn’t respond. He looked at her “I hope you feel better soon, can we get together after the game?”
 
   “Maybe, if you win,” she said and smiled at him.
 
   “She smiles thank God,” Luke said and kissed her. His father honked the horn breaking up the kiss.
 
   “See you tonight,” he reached in his bag and grabbed his away Jersey, he handed it to her, “Tessa will you wear this tonight?” he smiled.
 
   Hell no, she thought. “Sure Luke, anything for you,” she smiled. He kissed her again and walked away.
 
   Damn it she thought, why I feel like I have to walk on egg shells for this dick! Only a few more hours she told herself. 
 
   ~
 
   “We ready Tessa?” Alex asked.
 
   “Yep, sorry Alex,” she said.
 
   Alex drove home and Tessa texted the girls.
 
   -Girls night tomorrow, or day, or weekend?..Tessa
 
   -sure, Phoebe and I are in…Becca
 
   -Sounds good everything alright Tessa?!?!? …Jade
 
   -perfect everything is perfect, just thought we needed it, try out the new hot tub…Tessa
 
   Tessa got Alex dinner, a few eggs, some spinach, and toast. Alex thanked her. She took Chewy out and he ran to his favorite spot by the trees and took care of business. She got ready for the game. So Sadi is beautiful is she Landon Links, well she has got nothing on me! Tessa did her hair and applied make up, she hoped she did it right. She put on a pair of jeans and a tight tank top, she put his jersey on over it, she tied the back in a hair tie so that it would cling to her curves. She checked herself out in the mirror she looked hot, and she knew it. Her hair was all waves and very full and her makeup natural but her eyed popped.
 
   Tessa brushed Chewy and sprayed him with doggy perfume. Alex had already left, she rode with her dad. The kids would meet them with their Mom, it was her weekend. Tessa would go to her place after the game, but just for the night. She needed the girls.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa brought a chair to sit on the lawn so that no one would be tripped up by the ball of fur. She had called the pet store and found out how much each item had cost to pay Luke back and put the money in an envelope with a note thanking him for the gift but it didn’t feel right accepting it under the current circumstances.
 
   The game was awesome. Another shut out by the boys in blue. Jake grabbed Chewy’s leash and headed for the field at the end of the game. Jake dropped the leash and the little fuzz ball took off through the crowd. Tessa jumped up and tried to help Jake and Kendall catch him. The little traitor had run right to Luke, and was pulling at his laces when Tessa finally saw him. Luke’s sisters were all over Chewy laughing as he licked their faces. 
 
   “Sorry about that,” Tessa said laughing, “I think he was excited to meet you both, I told him all about the two pretty princesses.” 
 
   “That was an awesome game boys,” the man with the SU jacket said and he shook Alex, Tommy and Luke’s hands, “how long have you three played together?” he asked.
 
   “Tommy and I have played together all through high school, our schools merged, and we started playing with Alex this fall. Alex this is your first year playing right?” he asked. Alex shook his head yes, “Unbelievable right?” Luke said to the scout.
 
   “None of you play like high school students. You boys are amazing,” he said, “Mr. Links, thank you for the call. By the way how are your grades?” he asked.
 
   Again Luke spoke, “All national honor society, but Alex is second in our class so far, until I beat him that is,” he said smiling.
 
   “Amazing, so you play basketball?” he asked, all three shook their heads, “Don’t go getting injured. You’ll be hearing from me soon,” and he walked away.
 
   Tessa hugged Alex and he spun her around. John and Maggie were there and the kids. Next to them was Luke’s family. “Alex is it?” Landon said. “You did great, how you know Tessa?” he asked with a slight scowl. 
 
   “She is my sister sir,” Alex answered.
 
   “Oh ok,” Landon smiled.
 
   “Thank you for getting him here,” Alex said nodding to the SU recruiter walking away.
 
   “No problem,” Landon said.
 
   Luke was staring at Tessa about to burst, she leaned towards him, “Good game rock star.” He picked her up and kissed her. “My parents,” Tessa said.
 
   “Oh, sorry Tessa,” Luke put her down and kept her hand in his. 
 
   “Dad, Audrianna, this is John and Maggie Ross, Tessa and Alex’s parents, this is Kendall and Jake and Molly isn’t here, they are Tessa’s family. This is my father Landon, step mother Audrianna, and these two are Princesses Ally and Alexandra.”
 
   Luke’s sisters smiled, “How do you do?” and curtsied. 
 
   “Very well thank you,” Kendall curtsied and laughed.
 
   They stayed and chatted for a few minutes. As they talked and the kids played with the dog Luke pulled Tessa to the side away from the crowd of chatting family, “Hey what are you doing tonight?” he asked as his eyes danced around her.
 
   “Not that,” she said.
 
   “Tessa, you’re not wearing a bra,” he said smiling and pulled her into him, “and damn you feel good,” he said as he ran his fingers up and down her back.
 
   He felt so good against her, she was going to miss this, take it while you can she thought, and leave him wanting more. She wrapped her arms around him and finally relaxed. She closed her eyes and held on tight. Luke kissed her head and Tessa looked up at him and kissed him. She was lost in a very soft and sweet kiss when she heard her mother clear her voice. Tessa turned and all of them where looking at Luke and Tessa. Audrianna was smiling; Landon had a shit ass grin on his face. Tessa’s parents on the other hand were not impressed.
 
   “Tessa you’re staying with me tonight still correct?” Maggie asked. Tessa shook her head yes. “The kids, the dog, and I will be waiting in the car. Nice to meet you all,” she said nodding to Luke’s family and walked away.
 
   Tessa looked at him and smiled, his head was down and he was looking up at her through those dark lashes, trying not to laugh. He was so damn beautiful; she took the hair tie from the back of his Jersey, and smiled as she had planned in her head. “You have another one of these besides the one you have on?” she asked as seductively as she knew how. He shook his head yes, “You should give them to your little princesses, armor for what lies ahead in the years to come, from all the boys that may try to break their hearts.” 
 
   She lifted the shirt over her head slowly, his heart was beating out of his chest, his eyes widened, he saw how her body had responded to his hug and his jaw dropped slightly. Tessa walked it over to him and kissed his cheek. “Be good to them, family is always there Luke, teach them that okay?” she whispered in his ear. “Do you think your dad will be as impressed with these as he seemed to be with Sadi?” she asked. 
 
   “Tessa,” he said in a deep husky voice, “Baby you are gorgeous, and he is just an ass.”
 
   She kissed his lips lightly, “Teach him how not to be, show him your heart Luke, I have to go.” She turned towards his family. “Nice seeing you all, I have to go,” she said and picked up Chewy’s leash and walked away. She was gathering her stuff and saw the letter she had meant to give to Luke, “Damn it,” she said.
 
   “Tessa let me help you with your things,” Luke said as he rolled up the blanket. He saw the letter sitting on her chair with his name on it, “For me?” he asked smiling.
 
   “Yes but open it tomorrow after they leave, promise?” Tessa asked seriously, he looked confused.
 
   “Please,” she said and forced a smile on her face.
 
   “I promise Tessa,” he took her chair that she had bagged up and swung it over his shoulder and grabbed the bag full of blankets and chew toys and carried them to the car holding her other hand.
 
   “See you tomorrow,” Luke said as he put her things in the car.
 
   Tessa got in and shut the door; “Please go Momma” she said and started to feel the burning in her eyes.
 
   ~
 
   They went to her Mom’s little apartment and Tessa went in to the small room and crashed on the bottom bunk. She cried quietly as she fell asleep, with Chewy curled up beside her. Her mom and the kids left her alone. 
 
   ~
 
   Luke’s family stayed with him, the girls swam in the heated pool and he sat and talked to Audrianna while his dad was on his computer.
 
   “Hey does Leah watch the girls a lot,” he asked.
 
   “Only once a week when they see your Dad why?” Audrianna asked.
 
   Luke told her about last year at the lake party and that he had apologized. Then he told her all about what had happened Wednesday night. “No way” she said shocked. “And you turned her down Lucas?” He shook his head yes and rolled his eyes. “Well maybe there is a God, my little raging hormone Lucas may be growing up,” she laughed, “Could you teach your Dad that trick?” they laughed.
 
   “What’s so funny,” Landon asked smiling.
 
   “Nothing” they both said at the same time.
 
   Audrianna got the girls ready for bed, they had decided to camp in his room. He grabbed the tent from his garage and set it up for them. He gave them each one of his Jersey’s and told them Tessa had said they were armor against evil Princes. The three sat in the small tent and Audri took their picture with the same camera she had snapped hundreds of photos with all day. Luke gave her his phone and she took one for him.
 
   ~
 
   Her phoned Chimed and she woke up
 
   -Day 8 without Tessa Ross has been interesting, the whole meeting the family thing was different, lol, my sisters love you and that makes me happy, Audri adores you and has threatened me with my manhood not to screw you up, and thanks to the gifts God gave you up front, I think you may have won my dad over, regardless of all the amazing events of today it is you I find myself still in awe of, btw no pressure but you could start your pills Sunday,……LYA Luke
 
   Attached was a picture of him and the girls in his room in a tent, so cute she thought. She wondered how his Mom was taking that.
 
   -Hey how is your Mom doing? Is she okay with them staying there? …YB Tessa
 
   -She’s away, get some sleep baby, we need to talk tomorrow…LYA Luke
 
   -I am spending tomorrow with Mom and the kids and tomorrow night is Girls night bud, I don’t feel well, I will talk to you tomorrow at some point, going to sleep now, great game today! ENJOY YOUR FAMILY!!!...Tessa
 
   Tessa had no idea how Luke could say the things to her that he did trying to make her feel loved, having done all that behind her back. The way he touched her, looked at her, and made her feel was all an act for what she didn’t know but tomorrow it ended. She started to cry and Chewy whined. Tessa took him out for a walk.
 
   Tessa walked into the apartment and her mom was standing there, “Tessa, please know you can talk to me about anything, whatever it is that’s going on I want to help you through,” Maggie said.
 
   Tessa cried, “It’s just a mess Mom,” she sobbed. Maggie hugged her and let her talk. “He says all the right things and he has changed Mom, I mean his heart has changed, he loves those little girls and he loves me, but look,” she showed her the pictures and then went through and showed her again pointing out the reflections,” she played her the massage and cried. Her Mom cried too. 
 
   “Tessa, have you…” Maggie started.
 
   “No Mom I haven’t, and I am so glad, but you need to know I have thrown myself at him, the night I saw you at dinner, I got wasted right in the restaurant while I watched Dr. Feelgood rub your hand,” she told her about what she had done. 
 
   Maggie felt her blood boiling and was angry at Tessa and herself at the same time. “Mom have you slept with him?” she asked.
 
   “Of course not Tessa, dating him is bad enough, I feel horrible, it’s just that your father and I,” she stopped, “we will talk someday about that, for now it’s about you Tessa, and I am sorry you have been hurt. And I am proud of you,” they fell asleep on the couch, Tessa’s head on her lap. 
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   In the morning Lucas, Alexandra and Ally woke up and headed to the pool. The girls loved that it was heated and they could swim in upstate New York in October. They splashed and swam and laughed. Landon was cooking breakfast when Audrianna came down the stairs. 
 
   Landon smiled at her, “Good Morning Audri, you look beautiful.”
 
   “I feel great, the first time in almost four years that I have slept for eight hours straight, and look at you who knew you could cook,” she said laughing and finally looked at him.
 
   “I miss you Audri,” slipped out of his mouth. 
 
   Audri looked confused. “I am going out to take some pictures, when do you want them out for breakfast?’ she asked quietly.
 
   “I’ll bring it out beautiful,” Landon said smiling.
 
   Audri took tons of pictures. “Hey Audri can you grab my ...” 
 
   She already had his phone in her hand, “Got it Lucas,” she said laughing.
 
   Landon brought out breakfast, and the kids got out and dried off, Audrianna gave them each a robe to keep warm. Luke could see how his Dad looked at Audri, he grinned and looked down and glanced at Audrianna, she smirked and shook her head and he laughed. “What’s so funny?” Ally asked. His dad looked at him and he winked, his dad turned red. Luke laughed again, he had never seen him blush and Audrianna laughed too, in seconds they all laughed. What a perfect morning, Luke thought.
 
   Luke was cleaning up the mess in his room while his father was helping the girls shower for the first time. “Audri, make him work for it, he loves you but make him earn it, he will be yours forever,” he said.
 
   “I don’t know Lucas, I can’t fall apart, I have them and now I think I have you too,” Audri smiled and hugged Luke.
 
   “Whatever you do Audri I want to be part of their lives, thank you for bringing them into my life,” Luke said softy.
 
   They heard the girls streaking down the hall laughing. Landon was following them with towels. He was soaked and laughing. Audri laughed and he tossed her a towel, she had them both wrapped up and headed to the room to change.
 
   “What are you thinking Dad?” Luke asked.
 
   “I am thinking I screwed up Lucas,” he said still laughing.
 
   “Then fix it,” he said, “and give her time.”
 
   “My son giving me better advice on women than even my father gave me, how did that happen?” Landon asked.
 
   “Tessa Dad, it was Tessa,” Luke said smiling. 
 
   Luke helped them load the car and they pulled away waving. They would be seeing each other again soon. He walked into the kitchen and he had cleaned it all up. He went to shower and get ready to go see his mom. 
 
   ~
 
   Tessa pushed her breakfast around her plate and dreaded the conversation she would be having later. Her mom told her to, “get showered we are going shopping”.
 
   Maggie and the kids pulled into the mall and they went to Abercrombie and Finch. They walked in and it smelled like Luke. Tessa got a pair of jeans and a couple sweaters. Maggie grabbed Alex two new pair of jeans. They crossed the hall and went to Victoria Secrets, Jake laughed and turned red when they walked in.
 
   “Kendall is getting her first Victoria Secret bra today Tessa,” Maggie said smiling.
 
   “I am?” Kendal asked grinning.
 
   “Absolutely,” Maggie said.
 
   Kendall was measured and fitted with the sweetest little pink bra; her mom grabbed one in white as well. She was beaming.
 
   Next they went to Gap, “I want some clothes like Luke’s,” Jake said.
 
   They went by the video game store and picked up a new X box game for the kids to play tonight with her.
 
   They ate a small lunch and headed home. 
 
   Tessa had left her phone in the car and had a missed call from Luke and a message.
 
   -Hey baby when can you squeeze me in, I need Tessa time?...LYA Luke
 
   He attached the picture of them all jumping in the pool.
 
   -Leaving the mall now, will text you in a bit…Tessa
 
   Tessa got out of the car after hugging her family, “Have fun with the girls tonight, call me if you need anything.” 
 
   Tessa was glad her Dad didn’t tell her he and Alex would be making a delivery tonight, she wanted to be crazy with her girls. She took a deep breath; she couldn’t believe this was it.
 
   -So I love the way you are with them and I know they love you. Your stepmother is very sweet. And you are a rock star on the field. SU? Great job! I am on fire right now, I don’t know how to say this, because it’s not like we are dating but we need a break Luke. I have been holding this together for two days for you because regardless of what has happened I need you to be okay. I ask, no beg you Luke to be ok. You Lucas Links have come a long way from the obnoxious ass that I met two months ago. Please please give me some space, let me be strong, if you ever loved me, let me heal so that someday we can be friends…Tessa
 
   She cried after she sent the message and her phone rang, it was him, she ignored his call.
 
   She received a text
 
   -Tessa Ross what is going on? I thought things were going well, I am very confused baby, especially after being reimbursed for Chewy, he was a gift, is this a female thing? Please call me….LYA Luke
 
   -Please Luke I don’t have it in me today, and I don’t even have my period, please let it be…Tessa.
 
   -Fuck that Tessa I have changed for you, what kind of games are you playing with me now? The Tessa I fell head up my ass in love with would not be so cold, is it GI Joe? Come on Tessa give me something….LYA Luke
 
   -Nothing to do with Toby, look at the pictures you sent me, who was she um I think the call I have on my voice mail said Leah? She had on your shirt and nothing else in the bed picture and was in the mirror of the first, I assume she took the hot tub shot. Look at them LUCAS? I have for three fucking days now. I respected you enough to make sure you got through your game, and your family. I kissed you for crying out loud, for you, even though it tore me apart knowing what you did. Because Luke I do care, but I need you to give me the same respect I have given you. I am begging you. Let me heal. In case you don’t remember eight days ago I found Sadi in your hot tub, and now Leah? That’s two, I won’t give you three.
 
   She pushed send and sent the voice mail as well.
 
   -hey everyone I am turning off the cell for a much needed break from reality, it’s girls night, if you need me call the home phone….Tessa
 
   Tess looked at her phone and took a deep breath, send all.
 
   ~
 
   Jade pulled in fifteen minutes later; Uncle Jack let her out and waved to Tessa as he pulled out. Tessa ran out and hugged her crying. She told her all about what had happened and showed her the pictures and let her listen to the voice mail. “Okay Tessa, you are going to be fine. I am here and we will keep very busy.”
 
   Becca and Phoebe walked in and saw Tessa; Jade told them and showed them the pictures, “Road trip?” Phoebe asked.
 
   They all laughed, “No but Becca you’ll have to excuse me I am going to drink my face off tonight,” Tessa said and finally smiled.
 
   “Tessa, that’s not a good idea” Becca said.
 
   “Well I think it is,” Jade said, “anything Tessa needs, and hey we have the house to ourselves and a hot tub and music.”
 
   “Ya, lets rock this joint,” Phoebe yelled. 
 
   They all laughed and Tessa grabbed two bottles of wine out of the cupboard, one went in the fridge.
 
   ~
 
   Luke listened to the voice mail, “Damn it,” he yelled.
 
    He looked at the pictures and could absolutely understand how she would think that, he had so much to tell her, it could all be easily explained if she would just listen. He started to think about his mother and how much of a mess she was when he took her to Tully Hill rehabilitation center today, and how she cried and begged him not to leave her there for three months, and then about the holidays, it was all too much. He opened the top drawer of his dresser and grabbed his trusty little pipe. It was already packed and he lit it and breathed deeply in. He sat on his bed and finished it up and passed out.
 
   ~
 
   The girls were dancing and acting silly and decided to hit the hot tub. Tessa was the first to take off her suit and toss it on the ground, “Tessa that is sinful,” Becca gasped.
 
   “Why Becca Brooks, I don’t think God would think so, I was not born with my clothes on,” Jade said stripping down, they all joined in and laughed.
 
   ~
 
   Luke woke and took another hit, he wasn’t going to let this go, he went and showered and changed, brushed his teeth and threw on some clothes. He took a couple more hits and put his bowl under his sink. He grabbed his white hat and threw it on his head and walked out the door. 
 
   Luke hit a tree a mile down the road; he was taken in the ambulance to the hospital. He was given a breathalyzer and passed. The police officer asked him if he was the quarterback from the newspaper, he showed Luke the picture, he was passing the ball, “Ya that’s me” he said and smiled. 
 
   “You have someone to call?” he asked, “An adult, I need to talk to someone, do you understand Mr. Links?”
 
   He called Tommy and asked if he could talk his parents into it, again. Tommy remembered last time and decided to call Alex. Alex and his father had left last night instead of this morning and where about thirty minutes away. John agreed to stop and get Luke.
 
   When John and Alex arrived at the hospital Tommy was walking in too. They talked to the nurse at the desk and she showed them to Luke’s room. They walked in and Luke pulled his hat down over his eyes, shit Luke thought.
 
   “John,” the sheriff said and they shook hands.
 
   “Mr. Links was in a bit of an accident and has a concussion; he needs an adult to take him home.”
 
   “Alright we can do that” John said, “You alright son?” he asked.
 
   “Yes sir,” Luke said.
 
   “Well not exactly, he passed the breathalyzer but I am not convinced, however when I talked to the judge he would rather not come in and deal with this, he wants Luke to kick ass in sectionals. Our problem lies here. His mother is in rehab for the next three months, and he needs supervision until he is nineteen. You willing to take him on John?”
 
   “Yes I am,” John said, “He can stay with us.”
 
   “Mr. Ross I appreciate it but your daughter is going to be pissed off,” Luke said laughing.
 
   “Never mind Tessa, I will deal with it, let’s go,” John said. 
 
   ~
 
   The girls were laughing as they saw Chewy taking their swim suits, they had not noticed until he had the last one. They saw headlights pulling in the driveway.
 
    “Oh shit, get out and run, someone is pulling in.” They all jumped out laughing hysterically as they streaked across the yard.
 
   “Damn it, it’s my dad!” Tessa yelled and laughed.
 
   “Oh boy, Tommy is behind him,” Jade smiled and waved laughing her fool head off as she went in the house.
 
   The girls ran upstairs.
 
   “What the hell was that all about?” John asked Alex.
 
   “Dad I have no idea,” he said and started to laugh. Damn Phoebe is fine he thought.
 
   “Holy shit Luke did you see that?” Tommy asked.
 
   “Hell yes,” Luke said laughing, “it’s going to be an interesting night,” he laughed until he saw John’s face in the window.
 
   “You boys forget what you saw,” John said sternly.
 
   “Yes sir,” Luke said trying not to laugh. He looked at Alex who was looking down trying to keep a straight face. They both started laughing. John looked at them sternly and they stopped. 
 
   ~
 
   They walked in the kitchen and saw two empty bottles of wine. John shook his head, “Tessa Ross, you get your ass dressed and get down here now, the rest of you too!” he yelled.
 
   The boys were sitting at the table looking down with big smirks on their faces, when the girls walked in in their pajamas.
 
   “What the hell is he doing here?” Tessa looked at her father and put her hands on her hips.
 
   “Tessa sit your ass down and keep your mouth shut,” John snapped.
 
   “No,” Tessa said giving him a superior look, “Why are you home and why is he here?” she said and stomped her foot. 
 
   The boys all giggled and Tessa gave them a dirty look. “Tessa you are to sit now,” John yelled, “I am going to talk, and you my dear have a lot of explaining to do so I certainly wouldn’t start sassing me young lady.”
 
   Tessa scowled and looked down. She sat on Jade’s lap, and they started giggling. “Jade should I call my brother,” John asked.
 
   “No Uncle John please don’t,” Jade said quietly.
 
   “First of all Luke will be staying with us for awhile, possibly for three months until his mother is out of rehab. He was in an accident and was released with conditions that being one of them. Tessa will have to deal with it, I have already given my word,” John said.
 
   “I don’t think that’s a good idea Daddy,” she said. “I might kill him in his sleep, and speaking of sleep daddy, what kind of sleeping arrangements will we have here? You shouldn’t want him under the same roof as me Daddy,” she snapped.
 
   “Tessa shut up,” Alex said warning her.
 
   “NO!” Tessa yelled.
 
   “Tessa enough,” John said.
 
   “No Daddy,” she said and started to cry.
 
   “I need to make a phone call, Luke you do too,” John walked into the back room and started to dial Maggie. He decided he would talk to her in the morning now wouldn’t be a good time.
 
   “Hey Audrianna this is Luke, you still with Dad, oh ok…can you do me a favor? Thanks I kind of got in an accident tonight, no I am fine, I already went to the hospital and everything was fine. No Tessa’s father came and picked me up. Well the cop and the judge both are football fans so I got out of a lot of trouble. No it wasn’t alcohol… you really want to know? Okay good, can you call dad in the morning before the insurance company does? Thanks so much. One more thing could you call Tessa in an hour and let her know what I told you about Leah, yes everything, well she is avoiding me I will explain, later. Ok thanks are the girls awake? Ok can I talk to them in the morning? Thanks Audri, you too.”
 
   John came back in the room, “Now what the hell are you four thinking tonight?” 
 
   Tessa said, “Daddy sit I will tell you everything,” Oh shit Luke thought. “Well I thought I was in love with that boy over there, I forgot his name but the one right there,” she slurred pointing and scowling , “and the night I saw mom at dinner I got drunk on our date, it wasn’t the stomach bug, I showed him my boobs and asked him to bite them.”
 
   “Tessa enough,” Alex said. She smiled at him.
 
   “Luke is that true,” John asked.
 
   “Yes sir but I didn’t, I got her home to Alex,” Luke said and gave her a look trying to get her to shut up.
 
   “Tessa is that true?” John asked.
 
   “Yes, but there’s more dad, I kiss him a lot and I like it,” she said obnoxiously. Her dad looked at her confused.
 
   “And when I wanted to go out with my friends he was pissed and we brought him dinner and Sadi’s head popped out of the water she was giving him a blow job,” Tessa screeched.
 
   “Is that true Luke?” John asked.
 
   “Yes sir, the night I came home and found my mom on the floor I called the ambulance, Sadi’s cousin is on the ambulance squad, they took Mom to the hospital. When I came home I smoked pot and sat in the hot tub, I woke up to your daughter’s sweet voice and Sadi coming up from out of the water, I assume Sadi’s cousin called her,” Luke said.
 
   “Must have been a rough night Luke I am sorry. You shouldn’t be smoking that stuff,” John said.
 
   Tessa looked at the floor, “Oh and he went to his dad’s and had sex with Leah when he tells me he loves me,” Tessa quit while you’re ahead, Luke thought and laughed. “It’s not funny asshole.”
 
   “Luke is that true?” John asked.
 
   “No sir, I had sex with her a year or so ago, she happens to now be my sisters babysitter, she got wet while helping them shower, she asked for a shirt to change into, Audri insisted she stay being the first overnight they had with my father alone since they spilt, I gave her mine. I fell asleep thinking of Tessa, I woke up to someone kissing me. I stopped it as soon as I realized it was her and not Tessa. Apparently my ass hit the phone and called Tessa when she was trying to get me to do her again, meaning like we had last year and I said no,” Luke said looking down.
 
   “Tessa do you have any other questions you need answered?” her father asked.
 
   “Yes! Were you drunk or high?” Tessa snapped.
 
   “I had a few drinks with my dad at the country club and he drove us home,” he said, “that’s probably why it took me a few minutes to wake up,” Luke said looking at her.
 
   “Well maybe you have a problem with alcohol,” Tessa yelled at him and hiccupped.
 
   Everyone laughed and she put her face on Jade’s shoulder and cried.
 
   “Luke I think you’ve turned away more than I have had in a year,” John said and laughed.
 
   “Dad that’s not funny” Tessa yelled at him.
 
   “Luke thank you for not taking Tessa up on her offer, I trust you can handle it, not under this roof do you understand?” John asked.
 
   “Yes sir,” Luke said.
 
   “Girls why are you drinking?” John asked, he was exhausted and really didn’t want to do this but knew he had to.
 
   “Cause Tessa was sad and wanted to Uncle John,” Tessa glared up at her “And we wanted to also, we stayed here no one drove, we won’t do it again,” Jade said giving him puppy dog eyes.
 
   Tommy smiled at her, damn she is hot he thought.
 
   “Why where you in the hot tub naked?” John asked and the boys burst out laughing, “Boys enough,” he said and they were quiet.
 
   “Well Mr. Ross nudity isn’t really that bad unless it’s for sex that’s not between husband and wife,” Becca said.
 
   “Really Rebecca,” he asked.
 
   “Well Jade had a point, we weren’t born with clothes on,” Becca said quietly.
 
   They all laughed. “Alex I am done with this for tonight, can you make sure everyone stays clothed and doesn’t drink anymore and stays put,” John asked as he walked towards his room, “and your sister keeps her breasts covered.”
 
   ~
 
   They all laughed except Tessa, she stood up and went to the bathroom. When she came out the TV was on and they were all watching TV. Alex looked at Tessa and shook his head. The only place left to sit was next to Luke. She chose to sit on the floor pouting. Luke stood up and picked her up and sat her next to him. She let him.
 
   “Are we okay?” Luke asked. 
 
   “You’re a freaken hero and I am a whore,” Tessa said pouting.
 
   Luke laughed, “I think we know better than that, where is your phone?” he asked. 
 
   “In the kitchen on the counter why?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Audri is going to call you,” he said, “just in case you don’t believe the Leah thing she knows about it and I want to tell you, Audri likes you a lot,” Luke said and smiled. 
 
   Chewy came in and dropped her bathing suit bottom on his lap.
 
    “That’s my boy,” Luke giggled.
 
   Everyone laughed. “Tessa you believe me don’t you?”
 
   “Yes” she said “I just feel like an ass and I am loa…ded.”
 
   “I would have thought the same thing Tessa; I just wish you had asked me,” Luke said.
 
   “Why didn’t you tell me about your Mom?” she asked and her eyes showed hurt.
 
   “I didn’t want you to pity me, I wanted you to love me for me not because I was a cause,” Luke said.
 
   She hugged him, and they noticed everyone was watching them. “We all have things that we could do without in our lives right guys?”
 
   “I do, my mom is a junky,” Jade said and laughed.
 
   “I was almost raped by two different foster kids,” Becca blurted out and they all gasped.
 
   “My Dad shot my mom and then himself, in front of me,” Phoebe said and laughed. They all looked at her, “Please don’t tell anyone it’s rather embarrassing,” she said.
 
   Alex looked at her and pulled her onto his lap and hugged her.
 
   “My family is a train wreck right now, and I am no better,” she said and laughed.
 
   Everyone looked at Tommy, “I have a huge penis,” they all laughed when they saw Jade gasp and her eyes bulging out of her head.
 
   “He’s not joking Jade unbelievably well endowed,” Luke said and Alex agreed.
 
   “How do you guys know, you hang out naked together? Gross,” as soon as Tessa said that she wished she hadn’t.
 
   “This coming from the streaker, I bet it was your idea,” Luke said.
 
   “It was,” the girls all said at once.
 
   “I love your curiosity” Luke whispered in her ear.
 
   “I love you,” Tessa said.
 
   Luke kissed her.
 
   “No hands man,” Alex reminded him; he raised them in the air.
 
   Chewy whined and she stood to take him out. “Come with me,” she said taking his hand.
 
   “Be good,” Alex scowled at Tessa.
 
   “Maybe they don’t want to be,” Phoebe said looking at Alex. “Maybe I don’t want to be,” she said and kissed him. He slowly kissed her back, he put his hand on her back and pulled her closer to him and he kissed her gently and softly, trying to make her forget about what she had lived.
 
   ~
 
   They walked outside and Tessa turned and jumped on Luke wrapping her legs and arms around him. He sat on the bench and kissed her, she kissed him deeply and they stopped for a minute, “Tessa, we need to talk about things better,” he said breathing deeply. 
 
   “Not now please, I have missed your lips, your arms, your eyes, God I want you now,” Tessa said and kissed him unable to control herself, they kissed hard and their tongues swiftly met one another’s, she could feel him beneath her and she wanted him. She stood and pulled his shirt off, “God you are gorgeous,” she said and sat back on him, she bit his lip and kissed every inch of his face and moved to his neck and chest. He moaned and she looked up at him and he looked like he was in pain. She moved back up to his mouth. 
 
   He stopped her and picked her up off him. “Tessa baby, no drunk sex with you and not here.” She stomped her foot and he laughed, “That’s twice I have seen that move tonight, I kind of like it,” he said and smiled, “Tessa Ross?” he asked, “Will you be my girlfriend now and forever.”
 
   “Lucas Links, promise to never shatter me again, third time would not be a charm,” she scowled.
 
   “I won’t Tessa, ever,” Luke promised.
 
   “Then yes, forever,” she said and smiled. 
 
   She thought of Toby and her smile went away. 
 
   “What’s wrong Tessa?” he asked rubbing his fingers slowly up and down her arm.
 
   “Toby,” Tessa said quietly.
 
   “He is a good guy,” Luke said, Tessa looked at him, she was shocked, “What I am not stupid,” he said and laughed.
 
   “I just feel awful, he has never done anything to me, but show me kindness,” she said, “and then there is you,” she said.
 
   “What?” he asked looking guilty.
 
   “Well Luke, you really didn’t do anything either except not communicate with me and the stuff with your Mom I am so sorry,” tears started forming in her eyes, “I’m a bitch,” she said. 
 
   He laughed, “What’s so funny?” she asked.
 
   “You’re drunk Tessa, and you’re kind of funny,” Luke said trying not to laugh anymore.
 
   “You’re stoned so probably everything is funny,” she said and they both laughed. “What is my dad thinking letting you stay here?” Tessa asked and laughed.
 
   “I don’t know but I am grateful, hey and you get to do my laundry, and cook for me, it’ll be like being married but without the sex,” Luke said and laughed.
 
   “No by the sound of my Dad tonight it’s exactly like being married,” they both laughed. She straddled his lap and hugged him; “I love you Lucas Links,” she said and fell asleep. He rubbed her back and hugged her kissing her head and breathing her sweet scent. He loved her, he needed her and it scared the hell out of him. 
 
   ~
 
   Luke carried her in and sat down and laughed, “Looks like the girls all had too much to drink.” 
 
   “I would say, Jade begged me to show her,” Tommy laughed.
 
   “Did you?” Luke asked.
 
   Tommy’s face turned red, “She kind of wouldn’t take no for an answer.”
 
   “What did she say?” Alex asked.
 
   “She said, we’ll make that work and then she smiled,” he laughed.
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   John walked out of his room, what the hell was he thinking, he asked himself. He went in the kitchen and started breakfast. 
 
   “Good morning Daddy,” Tessa said and looked ashamed.
 
   “Tessa, you have church today actually all of you do, wake them up, everyone needs to get ready,” John said avoiding eye contact.
 
   “Daddy I am sorry,” Tessa said trying to get him to look at her.
 
   “Oh no Tessa Ross, that look’s not going to work,” she walked towards him and hugged him, “Okay that may help.”
 
   She took the spatula and started cooking, “Fine just don’t do it again!” John snapped.
 
   He heard the kids laugh in the other room, he shook his head. They all walked out, “Good morning John.” 
 
   None of them could keep their eyes off one another, and John just shook his head.
 
   Jade and Tessa’s kids were scheduled to sing and they had promised a pizza party, “Tessa we’ll get the pizza, go get your kids ready,” Luke said laughing. 
 
   ~
 
   The kids sang This Little Light Of Mine and did awesome, Kendall and Jake where the loudest, everyone clapped and laughed. The boys brought the pizza and the kids made them stay and sing with them, Tessa laughed as she watched Luke. Even the little girls seemed to be smitten with him. 
 
   “Sing with me,” Tessa asked smiling, he laughed. She sat and smiled at him. He looked confused and laughed uncomfortably, which made her laugh. 
 
   ~
 
   After the kids were all picked up Tessa took Luke to get some clothes from his house. “Come help me?” he asked.
 
   “Sure,” Tessa smiled as she got out of the truck. 
 
   “Hey Tessa, why where you looking at me so weird at the church?” Luke asked as she was walking out of his closet with some clothes in his hand.
 
   “Did it make your feel uncomfortable?” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Yes kind of weird, what’s going on?” Luke asked.
 
   “I don’t know there’s just something about you that’s different,” Tessa said.
 
   “Ok,” Luke said looking confused.
 
   “Two days ago I was a wreck, and today you’re living with us,” she said softly and handed him some clothes.
 
   “You okay with that?” he asked smiling at her as he looked up from his bag.
 
   “I don’t know it’s going to be weird, don’t you think?” Tessa asked walking back into his closet.
 
   “A little bit especially because I think everything you do is hot, even the foot stomping thing last night…” he began.
 
   “Twice,” they said at the same time and laughed.
 
   She looked up at him and smiled, his eyes, damn those green eyes showed everything, every emotion when he let them. 
 
   He looked at her and ran his hands nervously through his hair and she looked away.
 
   “You going to miss this big bed?” she asked, “I mean my house isn’t like this.” 
 
   “Tessa are you going to miss this big bed,” Luke asked picking her up and throwing her in it.
 
   She laughed and he jumped on her. “Nice,” she said.
 
   Tessa kissed him and he kissed her back. There was something different in the way his kiss felt now, it was soft and gentle and more playful, she laughed. 
 
   “Something funny Tessa?” Luke asked.
 
   “I don’t know,” she said and laughed harder.
 
   He sat up and looked at her and smiled, “Your being silly.”
 
   “Sorry,” she said “I just feel different, you kiss me differently now,” she said and laughed.
 
   “How so?” he asked looking embarrassed.
 
   “It’s sweeter,” Tessa said and smiled looking down.
 
   “Oh,” he scowled. 
 
   “Not to ruin the moment but it is nice, like you are less guarded, or you’re not in a hurry,” Tessa said trying to make him less uncomfortable.
 
   “Ok, weird but okay,” Luke said looking confused still.
 
   “Ok, so it’s not like you’re in a rush or like you want to tear my clothes off and bend me over the bed right now, kind of kissing. It’s like you can enjoy it and well I don’t know,” Tessa’s face turned red and she rolled over and buried her face in the pillow and screamed into it.
 
   “I have to tell you Tessa I absolutely want to tear your clothes off and bend you over the bed, maybe it’s you. Maybe you’re less guarded, maybe you trust me a little more, you’re more relaxed also,” Luke said, “Maybe you finally believe me when I say I love you,” he said quietly as he wrapped his arms around her. 
 
   Her phone rang and it was her father, “Your Mom will be here in an hour Tessa, you need to be here as well,” John said.
 
   “I will, we will,” she said and smiled and hung up, “That was Dad,” she said and sat up, “Mom’s coming over.”
 
   “Oh boy,” Luke said looking down and grabbing his bags. 
 
   She forced herself to look at him, “Ok so you know how Jade and Tommy have their six month rule?”
 
   “Ya I hear his countdown almost daily,” Luke laughed.
 
   “I think we should pick a date. That way there is no pressure but we know it’s going to happen on that date?” Tessa said.
 
   “Ok,” he said and giggled, “How about tomorrow?” 
 
   She laughed, “Ok tomorrow it is,” his jaw dropped, “No seriously let’s pick a date.”
 
   “How do you just pick a date Tessa?” he asked joking, “How will that be at all romantic or spontaneous? You know the stuff you girls like.”
 
   “Oh, okay,” she said, “Well we better get going Mom will be at the house soon.”
 
   Tessa started to stand and he knew that he had upset her. He grabbed her and pulled her onto him. “What’s an acceptable amount of time Tessa Ross?” he asked trying not to smile. 
 
   “I don’t know,” Tessa scowled and looked away.
 
   “Do you need this date?” Luke asked more seriously.
 
   “Yes actually I think I do,” she said still annoyed. She wasn’t sure why, maybe it was because she needed to know it wouldn’t happen too soon or maybe she needed to know that it would happen someday.
 
   “Okay,” he said grabbing her face and turning it back to him, “Your mind is racing, what are you thinking, honestly I want to know.”
 
   “Well, lots of things like, maybe I need to know because I am concerned you won’t be able to wait that long for me?” Tessa said. “Or that you actually want me,” she said and her face turned a brighter shade of red.
 
   “How can you think I don’t want you?” Luke asked.
 
   “I don’t know?” she pouted, “Maybe because I have offered it up, on a silver platter as you said, and you turn me down.”
 
   “Well you were drunk baby, I don’t want you to hate me?” Luke said.
 
   “What if I said I want you now?” she asked and looked down.
 
   “I would kiss you like this,” Luke said as he gently took her face and kissed her cheek and moved down her neck and up to her ear. He softly sucked her earlobe for just a second and moved down her neck across her collar bone and up the other side of her neck to her ear.  “And then I would lay you down on my bed,” Luke whispered and gently put her down on the pillow. Luke straddled her and pulled his shirt over his head and bent down and kissed her, “Your shirt would be next,” he whispered as he took his finger and traced the imaginary line between her breasts down to her belly button and started to slowly untuck it with his fingers.
 
   She did not want him to stop, her heart was racing, “Lucas,” she finally breathed. “My Mom,” she said as she grabbed his hand.
 
   “And then I would hear that,” he said sounding frustrated and he laughed deeply, “Yes we need to pick a date this is going to kill me,” he said as he fell onto her and groaned.
 
   She laughed and kissed him. They got up and grabbed his bags and walked out to the truck. She drove.
 
   “Okay any idea?” Tessa asked pulling out of the driveway.
 
   “I have a question?” Luke said.
 
   “What’s that?” Tessa asked smiling.
 
   “I think we have the kissing thing down pat, wouldn’t you say, it was two months Friday Tessa?” Luke said.
 
   “I know,” she grinned, “I really like kissing you.”
 
   “Me too baby, there are other things that I want to do to you,” he said in a huskier voice.
 
   “Like what,” Tessa asked feeling her heart beat faster and she swallowed hard.
 
   “Your tits baby, they are the most perfect I have ever seen,” Luke said softly.
 
   “Sorry no go, I already offered and you turned them down, they are kind of mad at you,” she said and laughed.
 
   “Please tell them I am sorry,” Luke said and grinned.
 
   Tessa lifted her shirt, “Tell them yourself,” she said grinning.
 
   She had on a blue lace bra that snapped in the front, “Tessa,” he said in a strained voice.
 
   “Don’t talk to me talk to them,” she said and laughed. He reached his hand over and she slapped it, “You better apologize to them first, they are not that kind of girls,” she said smirking.
 
   “I am very sorry, more sorry than you can imagine that I didn’t take you up on your offer at the lake, you are lovely and I want nothing more than to touch you right now, may I,” he asked.
 
   She pulled her shirt down, “They accept your apology but want you to wait until Friday,” she said laughing.
 
   “I will take that,” he said sitting back in the seat, breathing deeply.
 
   “What else?” she asked grinning with excitement.
 
   “I think we are good for right now Tessa, I would prefer to not walk into your house stiff to talk to your parents,” he said as he was trying to breathe deeply to relax himself.
 
   She smiled and took his hand, “Both hands on the wheel please,” he said throwing his head back into the seat, she laughed.
 
   ~
 
   Maggie was upstairs when they walked in, “Tessa, Lucas, come up here please,” she yelled down
 
   “Good luck,” Alex said clearly annoyed.
 
   They walked up the stairs. Maggie was screwing something into the door. “These are door alarms,” she said, “at night John will turn them on at bedtime and in the morning he will turn them off.”
 
   “Okay Mrs. Ross,” Luke said, completely understanding what she was doing.
 
   “So what if we have to pee in the middle of the night?” Tessa asked crossly and Luke gave her a look, hoping she would not argue.
 
   “Well the alarm will go off, honey, kind of the point,” Maggie said sarcastically. She opened the door and closed it and the alarm went off and then silenced. “See no big deal, right Lucas?” she asked.
 
   “No big deal Mrs. Ross,” he said and smiled softly. 
 
   “Tessa your Dad filled me in on the details, all of them,” Maggie said and glared at her. “Lucas, I am sorry about everything you have gone through I truly am, please remember she is my daughter, and she means the world to me,” she said with sincerity in her voice.
 
   “Yes Ma’am I will,” and Luke meant it.
 
   “Alright then Tessa you will come with me on Wednesday nights understand?” she said.
 
   “Yes,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “Alright then I will see you then,” Maggie hugged Tessa and kissed her head struggling with leaving her; she shook her head and walked away.
 
   John was in the kitchen, “Do you know what you’re doing?” Maggie asked.
 
   “Do any of us Maggie?” John asked with hurt in his voice.
 
   Maggie shook her head no and tears filled her eyes. John hated to see her upset, he always had. He grabbed her and hugged her and she let him.
 
   A few moments passed and Maggie looked up at him, “See you Wednesday,” she wiped her eyes and walked out the door. John’s heart sank. 
 
   ~
 
   Maggie had set up the boys room. She had Molly’s old bed in there and had already made it, and she had put up a clothes rack and a bin for him to use to put his clothes away. Tessa was pulling his clothes out and putting them on hangers. She smiled when she grabbed a pair of black boxer briefs. She threw them across the hall to her room, and grinned at him. 
 
   “What are you doing?” Luke asked smiling.
 
   “New pajamas,” she said smiling and mumbled under her breath, “I am going to be in your pants tonight.”
 
   “What did you say,” he asked laughing.
 
   “Do I really need to repeat myself,” Tessa smiled and looked down at his groin and raised her eyebrow.
 
   “Please don’t,” Luke said in a soft deep voice.
 
   Tessa laughed and continued going through his stuff. She found his white hat and put it on his head, “The first time I saw you this was on your head, you look so hot in white hats,” she said.
 
   “I thought I was an arrogant ass,” Luke said smiling.
 
   “You were, sometimes still are, but you’ve always been a lot of fun to look at,” Tessa said grinning. She grabbed his cologne and took it in her room and sprayed her bed. Luke followed her and laughed.
 
   Luke jumped on her bed and said, “This is where you sleep every night hu?” she smiled and shook her head and jumped on him; she kissed him and sat up.
 
   His eyes narrowed and he clenched his jaw, “I promised your father no hands,” he said quietly.
 
   “Okay,” she smiled and her bottom circled his lap and she bit her bottom lip.
 
    He started to grab her and she said, “No hands Mr. Links,” she said smiling and moved again.
 
   He put his hands in the air and stood up she had to grab on, her eyes where huge and smile just as big when she felt him beneath her, “Down girl…please.”
 
   Tessa slid down his body seductively all the way to her knees. He stepped over her and groaned. “You’re killing me Tessa.”
 
   She followed him across the hall and grabbed his waist. “You said down girl, I was going down.”
 
   He took her hands and kissed them, “It is going to be a long three months if I am fighting this every day,” he said and kissed her head.
 
   She saw the pain in his eyes, “Does it hurt?”
 
   “Kind of,” he said grinning.
 
   “Well how, what’s it feel like?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Like pressure and no explosion,” Luke said shaking his head.
 
    She asks the damndest questions, he thought.
 
   “Well what does the explosion feel like,” Tessa asked grinning.
 
   “Well for me it’s kind of like when you have to pee really bad and you have to hold it for a long time. That’s the pressure. And then when you finally go the bathroom, that feeling times twenty, not sure what it feels like for a girl though. But the way you talk so openly about everything regardless of how uncomfortable it may be,” he said smiling, “I am sure you’ll tell me and I hope it’s while it’s happening.”
 
   “Deal I will let you know, okay so next Friday you get these,” she said pointing to her chest. “And the next Friday I get that,” Tessa said grinning from ear to ear.
 
   “Tessa you guys done up there?” John yelled up.
 
   “For now,” she said and Luke closed his eyes and shook his head from side to side.
 
   Slow down Tessa she heard her heart say.
 
   “What’s going on in that pretty head of yours now?” Luke asked.
 
   Without thinking she said, “I am dirty when I am around you,” he looked wounded, “I am sorry Luke, and I didn’t mean to hurt you. I just feel like I am ready to burst when I am around you, like I can’t get enough, like I could eat you up over and over again. I am scared that after we do it, it’ll be great; I mean really great,” she smiled, “but then what? The chase is over; we have already had sex and then what? I am scared of that Luke.”
 
   He hugged her, “What happens after Tessa is love. You told me that and I know it will be true with you. I love you, I want you forever, and I don’t want to share you with anyone. I want to make you smile for the rest of our lives, love is what happens, just a deeper version of what we have now,” he kissed her. Her head was spinning, Lucas Links with the dirty dozen that grew up without guidance was the sweetest boy she had ever met. “You know Tessa I am scared too,” he admitted, “I have been with lots of girls, even thought I was in love once. But nothing like what I have with you, I have never felt this way, ever about anyone, not even my parents Tessa. You want what’s best for me, you have even hidden your hurt to allow me to shine. And I am scared shitless that you’re going to hurt me too. But I won’t let that happen to us, I won’t ever give you reason to doubt how I feel.” 
 
   She looked at him and knew what he said was true and at this very moment she trusted him with her heart.
 
    “I am sorry Lucas, I will never doubt that again,” she said, “we better get downstairs,” she said looking up at him, she pushed herself up on her toes and kissed his lips. 
 
   ~
 
   The hunting crew was starting to pull in for the normal Sunday target practice. Already she thought. She had about two hours to get dinner before they would be in. She pulled the covered casserole dish from the cupboard and preheated the oven, Luke was standing there, she smiled at him, “Can I help,” he asked.
 
   “Nope go shoot, I will be out when dinner is in the oven,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “That’s my girl,” Luke said, “Cooking me dinner, that is so hot,” he said and smiled, he kissed her on the cheek and went out.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa got a large roast out of the freezer, and ran it under warm water thawing it to loosen the wrapping; she grabbed potatoes and peeled them. She sliced onions and celery and carrots. She got out some seasonings and threw them on top along with garlic. Everything was in the dish and she put it in the oven. Twenty minute prep ninety minutes to perfection she thought. She washed her hands and cleaned up. She switched the laundry and looked out the window as Kendall and Jake played with Chewy. The lawn was getting pretty bad and there wouldn’t be many more days that mowing would be possible. It was one of her favorite things to do. 
 
   Tessa threw on one of Luke’s sweatshirts and went out to the shop and checked the gas in the big green machine. She added some to it. She asked the kids to take Chewy inside. She loved the sweet smell of the grass when it was freshly cut; this was the one chore she had never complained about. It took a little over an hour to finish the yard around the house. She parked the mower and went inside, it smelled great. She hadn’t remembered a time in the last two months that she had not either been stressed about her parents or Luke. Tessa and her mother were finally getting along and Luke was here. She didn’t have to feel guilty. She laughed thinking that this morning she woke up in his arms, they went to church together, packed his bags, and put his stuff away together. Now dinner was in the oven, he was hanging out with her family and she was mowing the lawn. Life could not get any better.
 
   Tessa turned around and Luke was standing there leaning on the counter smiling at her. “Does it ever stop Tessa?” he asked smiling.
 
   “Does what stop,” she laughed feeling busted. 
 
   “That mind, what are you thinking?” Luke asked, if he didn’t know she wouldn’t tell him.
 
   “Guess,” she said.
 
   “Is it about me,” he said walking up to her. Always she thought.
 
   “You are very full of yourself aren’t you,” she laughed.
 
   “Just hopeful I guess. You didn’t answer my question,” he laughed and hugged her. 
 
   “Yes it was about you,” she let slip out.
 
   “Good,” he said “can I help with anything?” he asked as she was reaching up in the cupboard to grab plates.
 
   “Nope I want to take care of you tonight,” she said smiling.
 
   Luke pulled himself up on the counter and watched her set the table. She pulled out the roast and checked the temperature, it was done. She walked into the bathroom and grabbed a hair tie and threw her hair up and walked back into the kitchen, he still sat there smiling at her. She smirked. She walked next to him and opened the under the counter CD player and popped in the Pearl Jam CD Jade had given her. She hit number twelve and turned it up. She loved this song. She sang along to Black. She pulled the roast out and pulled it apart with a fork. She took a piece over for Luke to taste, he opened his mouth and she put it in. Luke quickly closed his mouth around her finger and gently sucked it. Tessa smiled and bent her finger hooking his teeth and brought his face to hers and lightly kissed his cheek. How does that happen she wondered as she felt her body tingle when he sucked her finger. 
 
   She walked away and he grabbed her waist and turned her around and pulled her into him, “Dance with me?” 
 
   She wrapped her arm around his neck and his hands rested on her hips. He can dance she thought, of course he could he is amazing at everything. The song ended and she stepped away just in time as her Dad and her brothers and sister came in. 
 
   “Tessa you mowed that lawn and made dinner?” John asked. “Feeling guilty?”
 
   “Ha Ha Dad,” Tessa said giving him apologetic eyes.
 
   ~
 
   They ate and Luke and Alex did dishes, Tessa sat on the counter and took pictures of the big bad boys in blue doing dishes. She told them when they missed a spot and laughed when Alex was annoyed. Kendall and Jake were busy sneaking clean dishes from the cupboards and setting them up to be cleaned. It took Alex and Luke about fifteen extra dishes to realize what was going on. Tessa laughed and Alex grabbed the sprayer and got Tessa, Kendall, and Jake soaked. They then sat on the counter laughing as they cleaned up the mess. Tessa wanted to be mad but couldn’t, it was very funny.
 
   The younger two showered and headed up to bed. Tessa ironed her clothes for the next day. Alex brought some down and she ironed his and the kids. She turned off the iron and turned around, Luke was sitting there with his clothes and she tried to grab them, “No Tessa, I have done it myself for years I got it,” Luke said.
 
   Tessa took them and said, “I want to,” and he let her. She thought of all the years that her mother had taken care of her and knew Luke probably didn’t get the same growing up. She wanted to take care of him, and she decided for the next three months she would.
 
   Tessa showered and put on her nightgown and his black boxer briefs under them. She put on a black knee length rob knowing her Dad would probably prefer it that way. 
 
   Luke was outside talking to his father when she came out to get a drink, from the looks of things he didn’t need to stress it like he thought he would. He came in and looked at her, and smiled, “All is well.”
 
   “Good,” Tessa said and hugged him. She grabbed her physics book off the counter, “Do you have any homework?” she asked.
 
   “No but I should probably do some studying, I need to try to beat your brother out as valedictorian,” Luke smiled.
 
   Tessa sat on the couch with her book and a notepad, she sat cross legged and he thought she looked much younger than normal; he smiled and shook his head when he noticed his underwear. 
 
   “Nice hu?” she asked, “Surprisingly comfortable. I like them,” she said and raised her eyebrows.
 
   “I like you in them,” Luke grinned.
 
   He grabbed a pillow from the back of the couch and set it on his lap and clenched his teeth. She laughed, he shook his head.
 
    “Killing. Me,” Luke whispered.
 
   John was falling asleep in the chair and Tessa was on the couch. Luke watched her as she drifted off. He liked it here with her, and her family. He wondered if it would get old. She whispered his name in her sleep and he realized no, never. He woke her up with a kiss.
 
   “Hey baby, it’s time to go to bed,” Luke whispered so her father didn’t hear him.
 
   “Ok,” Tessa said and she stretched and got up.
 
   They walked up the stairs and he walked her into her room, he kissed her as they stood in front of her bed. He pressed his forehead to hers looking in her eyes and untied her rob. He stood back and slipped it off her shoulders. He lifted her nightgown and smiled at the boxer briefs. He kissed her again and shook his head and walked out the door. Luke walked down the stairs and John was waking up.
 
   “Mr. Ross I am going to bed now, thank you for all this,” Luke said sincerely.
 
   “Luke we all need help now and then, you’re a good kid, it’s not a problem,” John said. “Now get up there so I can set those alarms, or Maggie will have my hide.”
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   Tessa opened the door expecting the alarm to go off, it didn’t John had already turned them off. She walked downstairs and grabbed the crockpot and took the pork roast out of the fridge and put it in with a bottle of barbeque sauce. She went into the bathroom and jumped in the shower and conditioned her hair, she had already shaved and shampooed last night. She stepped out of the shower and realized she had forgotten to grab towels; she stepped across the floor and slipped. Luke walked in and caught her, “Forgot to lock the door baby, sorry, I’m not looking,” he said.
 
   “No but I guess we don’t have to wait till Friday,” she whispered and he realized his hand was on her breast.
 
   Tessa grabbed the towel with her foot and dragged it to her and grabbed it with her hand. She covered herself. He had not moved his hand. She turned her head towards him, “Good morning Lucas,” she smiled. 
 
   He slowly opened one eye and started to pull his hand away. She put her hand over his holding it there. 
 
   “Good morning Tessa,” he said frozen. 
 
   He leaned down and kissed her, she moved her hand and left his there. She kissed him back and she felt his fingers caressing her. She let out a small quiet groan and enjoyed the moment. Luke slowly caressed her breast as he kissed her softly. 
 
   Tessa heard the kids walking around upstairs and pulled gently away, she stood and wrapped the towel around her. 
 
   “I will go out you stay,” she turned and kissed him as she walked out trying to gather her wits. 
 
   Tessa dressed and went to get breakfast; she made eggs, toast, and sausage. She grabbed five glasses and filled them with Orange juice and set them on the table. She pulled out the plates and filled them with food, everyone came out and ate. Luke didn’t look at her; he stared down as he ate his food. 
 
   Luke cleaned off the table as she got the kids lunch packed. Kendall and Jake thanked her and hugged her and ran out the door to catch the bus. Alex was in the shower.
 
   Tessa smiled at him and he smiled back. They said nothing. 
 
   Alex, Luke, and Tessa piled in the truck a bit early today. They pulled in the school parking lot and Alex and Luke got out of the truck and Tessa left to go get Jade.
 
   ~
 
   The girls were at their locker when Tommy and Luke came up the stairs. “Good morning pretty girl,” Tommy said as he kissed Jade. He didn’t have to ask anymore, they were in love and it was so good to see Jade smile, besides her father she had lost everything, including her mother to drugs and depression.
 
   “Hello again Tessa,” Luke said as he grabbed her hand and bent down to kiss her.
 
   “Hello again to you too,” she smiled as they walked down the hall. 
 
   “Hey, I want to kind of keep it quiet that you’re living with us, is that ok?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Sure but why?” Luke asked.
 
   Sadi walked by, “Whore,” she mumbled.
 
   ‘That’s why,” she said and shook her head.
 
   “If that’s what you want okay, but maybe it would shut her up,” he said.
 
   “I seriously doubt that,” Tessa said and laughed.
 
   He smiled, “Sorry Tessa,” he kissed her and she walked into class.
 
   ~
 
   The next two days flew by. School, practice, home, they kissed when they could and they couldn’t keep their eyes off each other. They were in love. It seemed as nothing else mattered, except each other. 
 
   Tessa went to her mother’s on Wednesday and had a good time. They went to dinner, just the two of them and talked about school, hockey, and Luke. Tessa avoided any talk of Doctor Feel good, she didn’t want to know and Maggie knew it. Tessa’s team was going to sectionals on Saturday, Alex and Luke had a game the same day. Maggie would go watch Tessa and John and the kids would go to Alex’s game. Friday was left wide open, she was very excited. 
 
   ~
 
   Her phone chimed and it was Luke
 
   -Hope everything is going alright baby, I miss you. Ok so I miss your cooking, lol. …LYA Luke
 
   -Ha Ha Ha silly boy is that how it is going to be after just three days, I am not sure this is going to work all your expectations are exhausting, going to bed, see you at school…LYA Tessa
 
   -Tessa you know I was joking right, I miss you…LYA Luke.
 
   - Thus the Silly boy, miss U2…LYA Tessa
 
   -The band or me…LYA Luke
 
   -Definitely the band. GOODNIGHT…LYA Tessa
 
   Thursday morning Tessa rode the bus to school, she hadn’t done that since Alex got his license but it would have been silly for them to pick her up, too much travel. She sat with one of the girls from her team a sophomore named Katrina, “Are you dating Luke Links still,” she asked and smiled.
 
   “Yes,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Everyone from our old school was in awe of him, he is pretty good looking but the way he treated girls sucked,” Katrina said, “He is different with you, I think he really likes you,” she said.
 
   The bus pulled to a stop and Luke stood with a sign that had her name on it like he was a chauffeur waiting at the airport for her, “I think so too,” Tessa laughed.
 
   She got off the bus and Luke was smiling at her, “Good morning Tessa Ross,” he said grinning.
 
   “Good morning,” she said.
 
   “May I take your bag ma’am,” Luke asked seriously.
 
   Tessa laughed, “Of course you can”, and she tossed it to him and walked away with her nose in the air. He grabbed her and turned her around, she was laughing. 
 
   “I missed you,” Luke said and kissed her.
 
   She kissed him back and slowly pulled away, “Yummy,” Tessa said smiling.
 
   “S’mores?” Luke asked.
 
   “Absolutely,” she said and kissed him again.
 
   Coach V walked by and cleared his throat loudly; they laughed and walked in to school hand in hand. 
 
   ~
 
   After practice she walked out and saw Luke standing against a black Lexis SUV. She walked up to him, “What’s going on?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Dad decided to trade my car in for this, nice hu?” Luke said smiling.
 
   “Ya I’d say so,” she said and shook her head disapprovingly.
 
   “You don’t like it?” Luke asked nervously.
 
   “No it’s awesome, but if I got high and wrecked a car I am sure my butt would be walking,” Tessa said laughing.
 
   “Yes stellar parenting. Rewarding me for bad behavior, no wonder I am a screw up,” Luke said laughing.
 
   Tessa hugged him, “Was Luke, please don’t talk about yourself like that,” she smiled, “let’s take it for a spin,” she said grinning.
 
   It had four wheel drive, moon roof, and three rows. The first two with captain’s chairs, the back a bench. It was brand new and loaded. There was a bow on the steering wheel and a note that said “Thank you son.”
 
   “Do you think he is thanking me for getting all smoked up and driving?” Luke asked laughing.
 
   “No Luke I think he may finally be seeing the real you, who you never had a chance to be,” she said. “You deserve this,” she was starting to feel her eyes burn, “Hey do the seats recline all the way,” she asked smiling.
 
   “I like the way you think baby, let’s get out of here and find out,” Luke started the car and drove.
 
   Tessa played with the radio and stopped when she heard an old song When I See You Smile, she started singing it as she played with the seats. She found out that they in fact did recline all the way, he smiled and raised his eyebrow at her. Smart ass she thought. Tessa took his hand and kissed it and then placed it on her breast. His body stiffened and his eyes narrowed, he was breathing heavier now and he pulled over on the next dirt road he could find without taking his hand off of her. Luke parked the car and leaned over the console and kissed her, his other hand took the back of her head and he pulled her up to him, the kisses got deeper and his hands began to explore. Tessa moaned as she enjoyed the exploration. She couldn’t believe how wonderful he was making her feel.
 
   Luke pulled back and looked at her face. She looked amazing, her face was flush and breaths shallow, “we okay?” he asked.
 
   “Seriously?” Tessa said laughing as she opened her eyes and smiled, “Yes!”
 
   Luke laughed, “Perfect,” he turned her face back to his.
 
   “Uh hu,” she said quietly, “it’s not Friday yet,” she whispered.
 
   “Close enough,” Luke smiled as he lifted her shirt and gently kissed her breast and bit down lightly on her erect nipple. 
 
   Tessa moaned deeply and put her hands in his hair and gently pulled as she arched her body towards him, “Oh Lucas,” she whimpered.
 
   Her phone chimed
 
   -Dad’s looking for you…Alex
 
   She showed Luke the message. He started the engine and they pulled back out on the road, “I love you Tessa,” he said, “Please don’t be upset with me,”
 
   What was he out of his mind? Upset, seriously she was not upset with him at all; she was at herself for wanting more, now! 
 
   “Luke, I am in no way upset with you,” she laughed. 
 
   “Good,” he said, “are the girls still mad at me?” Luke asked smiling.
 
   “Yes,” Tessa answered seriously.
 
   “Oh, okay” Luke said confused.
 
   She laughed, “They’re upset because you stopped.”
 
   “I had to,” Luke laughed and turned red.
 
   “Luke are you embarrassed?” she laughed.
 
   “Ya and what the hell is up with that,” Luke asked himself out loud. 
 
   ~
 
   They pulled into the farm and John and the kids where outside barbequing. “Lucas, that yours?” John asked.
 
   “Yes Daddy it’s punishment for his reckless behavior,” Tessa said smiling as she walked by.
 
   John looked disapprovingly at them, “I know it’s not right, your daughter graciously pointed that out to me,” Luke said and gave a weak smile.
 
   “Glad to hear she does listen,” John said.
 
   “She doesn’t just listen, she teaches me,” he said and smiled looking down.
 
   When dinner was finished and the kids where all set for tomorrow she sat on the porch and put on her head phones. She had to perform for her voice class in two weeks and had not practiced. They had to choose a song from a Broadway play. She had chosen a song from Dream Girls, Hard to Say Goodbye, My love. Luke watched her from the steps. As she sang he did his homework. How did he get so lucky to find someone so amazing after all that he had done. She was truly a blessing. 
 
   Her phone chimed 
 
   -not ever going to happen with us, BTW you have an amazing voice, I want to hear you sing every day for the rest of my life…LYA Luke
 
   Tessa sat up and looked and saw Luke sitting on the steps ten feet from her. She laughed and walked over to him and sat behind him and wrapped her legs around him and hugged him.
 
   “Oh hey baby I didn’t see you there, you are very distracting, can’t you see I am trying to get this done?” Luke asked with a smile in his voice.
 
   She rubbed his belly and up his chest and kissed the back of his neck. His head went to his shoulder and she kissed his neck more and lightly bit it, he moaned, “Tessa you need to stop.” 
 
   “I can’t wait until next Friday,” Tessa whispered in his ear. 
 
   She kissed his ear and licked his neck and blew lightly on the spot she had just licked. She grabbed one of his hands and brought it up to her mouth and gently sucked his ring finger.
 
   “Oh God baby,” he said breathing deeply. He held his breath for a few moments and slowly released his breath deeply. 
 
   She moved away from him and stood up and walked around in front of him. She smiled, “Good thing you have a book to carry in front of you,” she smiled looking down at him. His eyes were heavy and filled with lust as he gave her a half smile. 
 
   “You made a mess,” Luke smiled. “I like this game but before it’s over, I assure you I will be the one who wins,” he said finally standing with his book in front of him and kissed her and then went in the house.
 
   Tessa watched him walk in and smiled, I rock, she thought as she did a little happy dance before she went inside.
 
   Tessa was sitting on the couch reading when he came out from his shower, she grinned, and he shook his head and smiled.
 
   He sat next to her and kissed her hand. Kendall and Jake came and sat between them, Chewy jumped on Tessa. 
 
   “Who wants popcorn?” Tessa asked and got up to make some.
 
   Tessa brought in the popcorn and Alex and John joined them. Tessa shot pieces at the kids as they tried to catch them with their mouth and they laughed. They threw some at Alex, Tessa, and Luke. Tessa caught them all and was deemed champion. She stood up and did a victory dance. They all laughed. Luke helped her clean up the popcorn mess. “You’re pretty good with your mouth Tessa,” he whispered, “the whole finger trick was nice,” he smiled as he rubbed his thumb across her lower lip.
 
   “Well next Friday you and I will find out how good I really can be,” Tessa said and bit lightly on his thumb.
 
   ~
 
   The next morning she made ham and eggs, the kids ate and started getting their stuff on for school. “Did you like the bus Tessa?” Jake asked.
 
   “Nope, is it still stinky and smelly just like I remembered,” Tessa said.
 
   “Ya it sucks,” Kendall said.
 
   “Watch your mouth Kendall,” Tessa said trying not to laugh.
 
   “How about two days a week you ride with us?” Luke asked.
 
   The three looked at him a little shocked.
 
   “Are you serious?” Jake asked.
 
   “Why not?” Luke said and smiled.
 
   “Can we today?” Kendall asked excitedly.
 
   “You’ll have to ask your sister,” Luke said.
 
   “Do you know they have to be there twenty minutes before us?” Tessa asked.
 
   He smiled and winked, “Uh hu.”
 
   Oh she thought and grinned, “Well than okay.”
 
   ~
 
   Tessa and Luke came home from practice and her mom and dad were sitting at the table with Jake, he had a black eye.
 
   “What happened Jake?” Tessa said dropping her bag and running for him. 
 
   “Jake was suspended for the day, he got in a fight,” Maggie said.
 
   “A fight, well what happened,” Tessa asked.
 
   “Joel Black punched me in the eye because I told him that Luke lived with us and he was your boyfriend,” Jake said.
 
   “Why would someone punch you for that Jake?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Tessa, that’s Sadi’s younger brother,” Luke said quietly, “I’m sorry Jake.”
 
   “Did you punch him back?” Tessa snapped.
 
   “Yep that’s why I got suspended,” Jake smiled.
 
   Tessa hugged him, “Good job buddy.”
 
   “Tessa, that’s not appropriate,” Maggie snapped.
 
   “Then it’s going to be really inappropriate when I kick his sisters…”
 
   “Tessa,” John stopped her.
 
   She grabbed Jake’s face and raised her eyebrow; “It won’t happen again, without major consequences, I promise,” she said and kissed his head.
 
   “I am so sorry,” Luke said to Jake.
 
   “I’m not, now Sarah thinks I am cool,” Jake said smiling.
 
   He tried not to smile, “Mr. and Mrs. Ross, Tessa I am sorry.”
 
   “It’s not your fault son,” John said.
 
   Tessa walked outside, “Ya might want to go calm her down, and you’ve never met Tessa the Terrible have you?” Maggie said to Luke as she grabbed another ice pack out of the freezer laughing.
 
   ~
 
   Luke walked outside, he watched as Tessa ran down the dirt road behind the farm. He took a deep breath and ran towards her; he yelled her name when he was close.
 
    She turned around and smiled, “Try to catch me Links,” and she ran faster and he caught up quickly.
 
   “Give me a challenge Ross,” Luke smiled turning and running backwards ahead of her.
 
   “First one to the trees wins,” she yelled and flew past him.
 
   “You ready to get your fine ass kicked,” he laughed as he passed her again. 
 
   “Hey Links, I’m no cheerleader I can beat you. Check this out,” she said as she took her shirt off and threw it. 
 
   “Not fair Ross,” he said clearly sidetracked laughing. 
 
   “You better get it or I will tell my Daddy you took it off me,” she giggled. 
 
   She passed him as he turned back to grab her shirt, “See ya at the trees Links.” 
 
   She ran as fast as she could and was almost there when he grabbed her around the waist. She wrapped her arms and legs around him and he walked to the woods and plopped her down and softly fell on top of her. They started laughing and were breathless. He rolled to his back. “I won,” she said.
 
   He rolled to his side and looked at her as her chest rose and falling quickly, “No I don’t think so,” he smiled and kissed her neck and started moving down.
 
    They heard the tractor.
 
   “My shirt,” she insisted.
 
   “Say please or I will tell your Daddy what a naughty girl he has Tessa the terrible,” Luke said trying not to laugh.
 
   “Forget it then,” Tessa said and went to stand up.
 
   “Damn it Tessa here,” he said and threw her shirt to her.
 
   “You better stand in front of me and block the view,” Tessa said laughing.
 
   He did, “You Tessa Ross…” he started.
 
   “Won,” she said and smiled, “and by the way, you haven’t seen Tessa the Terrible yet,” she smiled and kissed his check.
 
   “No but Tessa the Tease, that’s another story,” he said and smacked her ass.
 
   She looked at him and her jaw dropped, “Lucas!”
 
   “Sorry baby did I hurt you?” he asked concerned.
 
   Her mouth started to form a sly little smile and her eye brow rose slightly.
 
    “Tessa,” he said using his warning voice, “Killing. Me!”
 
   They walked towards Alex on the tractor, “Mom sent me down to see if you were both still alive, want a lift,” he asked raising the bucket. They both hopped in.
 
   “Alex what are you doing tonight?” Luke asked.
 
   “Not sure why?” Alex asked.
 
   “How about you, Phoebe, Tommy, Jade, and Tessa and I go out to dinner. We can all ride in the Lexis he said. “It’ll be an early night, big game tomorrow for all of us,” Luke said and squeezed her hand.
 
   “Sounds good, I will call and ask,” Alex said.
 
   “Cool with you, TT?” Luke asked smiling at Tessa.
 
   Tessa smiled and shook her head yes, “Can I pick the spot?” 
 
   “Of course,” Luke smiled and kissed her hand.
 
   “Good you get to meet my aunt tonight,” she said “hey Alex we’re going to go to the Spot,” she said and laughed.
 
   “You sure he is ready for that?” Alex laughed.
 
   ~
 
   They picked up everyone and Tessa told him where to turn. He pulled in and she smiled “You ready?”
 
   “Sure,” he said laughing “Your aunt work here?”
 
   “No she owns it,” Tessa laughed.
 
   They walked into the rundown bar and made their way through to the dining area. It was all picnic tables and a dance floor. Almost everyone said hello to them.
 
   “Hey there babies,” a blonde woman with a low cut blouse came running out and hugged the girls and kissed Alex. “You haven’t been up to see me in almost three months, the last time I saw you was when we went to the concert.”
 
   “We’re sorry Aunt Josie,” Jade said “Been a little busy,” she said. “This is Tommy, Tommy this is my aunt Josie.” 
 
   Josie looked him up and down and told him to spin around, she grabbed his butt, “Nice,” she said. “You on the pill yet Jade?” she asked.
 
   “No not yet,” Jade said and smiled.
 
   “You can turn around now Tommy,” Josie said, “You are a doll.”
 
   “Alex who’s this pretty little thing?” Josie asked smiling.
 
   “This is Phoebe,” Alex said and smiled. 
 
   “Very nice to meet you, Phoebe, be good to him, he’s a keeper,” Josie said and hugged her.
 
   Phoebe turned red, “I think so too.”
 
   “Tessa Tessa Tessa, who might this be?” Josie asked.
 
   “I’m Luke, the lucky one Tessa said yes to,” Luke smiled that dazzling smile and turned around before she asked. “Go ahead Josie,” and she did “Pretty nice right?” 
 
   “Hell yes,” she said and smiled.
 
   “Now you?” he said, and everyone laughed. Josie blushed.
 
   “You coming up to help out during deer season girls?” Josie asked.
 
   “I don’t know,” Tessa said laughing.
 
   “I will,” Luke said and smiled.
 
   “What kind of experience do you have?” Josie asked smugly, “Oh hell who am I kidding a tight t shirt and jeans, can you wash dishes?” 
 
   “Yep,” Luke said smiling.
 
   Tessa laughed “alright I’m in, but we are both in sports right now.”
 
   “That’s fine we can work around it,” she said, “Jade?”
 
   “I am a little busy right now I will check my schedule,” Jade said and smiled.
 
   “Tessa kind of a lame crowd tonight and no one is singing along. Go get them started and dinners on me” Josie smiled. 
 
   “Dinner is always on you Josie, alright any requests?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Joplin baby” she said. 
 
   Of course that was her aunt’s favorite. Tessa kissed Luke and ran up to Karaoke Joe. 
 
   She stood and the music started, she grabbed the cordless mic and sang. The locals went wild; it was one big happy family, she bowed and handed the mic to Joe. “One more Tessa?” he asked.
 
   “For you Joe, pick one for me,” Tessa smiled.
 
   He played Carrie Underwood’s Undo it. She started singing and brought a chair up on the dance floor and made Luke sit there. She sang and danced around him and ended with her foot on the chair between his knees. Luke smirked and watched her the entire time. Tessa took his hand and pulled him up to her and kissed him in front of everyone. 
 
   Luke walked over to Joe and whispered in his ear, Joe smiled and handed him a microphone “Tessa Ross, come back up here baby,” he said and everyone cheered. She walked up and looked at him “Sing with me baby?” Luke asked. 
 
   “You sure about this,” Tessa asked laughing.
 
   “Hell no but I am going to try,” Luke said and laughed.
 
   Picture by Sheryl Crow and Kid Rock started. She laughed and so did he. He sang to her and her to him, they hugged at the end and he twirled her around. 
 
   Dinner was on the table when they got back. Prime rib and chicken parmesan were on platters in the middle of the table and they all had salads. Josie took Tessa aside. “He is beautiful Tessa, and funny and looks at you like he is head over heels.” 
 
   “He isn’t alone Aunt Josie, I am head over heels in love with him,” Tessa said beaming.
 
   “Be careful baby girl, I don’t want to see you knocked up before you graduate,” Josie said.
 
   “We haven’t had sex Aunt Josie, and by the way why aren’t you having this talk with Jade?” Tessa asked laughing.
 
   “Has she?” Josie asked.
 
   “No,” Tessa said.
 
   “He’s living with you all right?” Josie asked.
 
   “Yep,” Tessa said.
 
   “That’s why I am talking with you and not her. Besides he is quite flirtatious, he made me blush,” Josie said and they laughed.
 
   The girls went up and decided to sing together, “Never Gonna Get it” by En Vogue. When they finished they all laughed, “Phoebe you can sing girl,” Tessa said.
 
   “Pretty good to hu?” Phoebe said smiling.
 
   They dropped everyone off and went home, Alex jumped out, “You got five minutes.”
 
   “Did you have fun tonight?” Tessa asked.
 
   “I had a great time, and now we have jobs,” Luke said and smiled.
 
   She leaned over and kissed him, “I Love You”.
 
   “I love you,” Luke said and kissed her again. His hands started moving and she slapped them, it surprised both of them, they laughed. He kissed her and put his hands in the air, he stopped briefly, “It’s Friday,” and kissed her again this time with more passion. She touched him and he moaned, he followed her lead and she lightly groaned. She climbed over the console and sat on his lap, her phone chimed.
 
   -Dad’s up, you better come in…Alex
 
   She read and let out a disappointing moan. “Dad’s awake we need to go in,” she said and pulled away from him. 
 
   His hands still moved and he bent down and kissed them, “Goodnight girls,” Luke said. She laughed and opened the door climbing off him.
 
   She looked down and smiled “Need a minute?” 
 
   He leaned his head back, “Yes baby,” he moaned.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa went in and John was in the recliner, “Josie called said she gave you and Lucas jobs?’ 
 
   “Yep,” Tessa said and laughed.
 
   “What’s so funny,” John asked.
 
   “Lucas has never had a job in a kitchen,” Tessa said and laughed. “She didn’t care because she thinks he’s cute.”
 
   John laughed, “He’ll do fine just tell him to be careful, she’s a cougar,” they laughed and Luke walked in, he heard him.
 
   “I will be careful,” Luke said and smiled as he walked in.
 
   “You kids need to get to bed, big games tomorrow,” John reminded them. They agreed and all got ready and went to bed.
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   Tessa was up cooking breakfast her hair braided in pig tails, Luke smiled as he watched her dance around singing Down with the Sickness by Disturbed as she cooked. She didn’t know he was there. 
 
   When the song finished he clapped, she jumped and laughed loudly. 
 
   “You are so damn hot all the time,” Luke said and kissed her, “Good morning.”
 
   “I made breakfast,” she said.
 
   “I love you,” he said quietly.
 
   “You better, wanna hear the Angry Monkey song?” she asked. He chuckled, she rolled her eyes, “Head in the game Luke,” she yelled and cranked the song. She was dancing up to him and he started dancing with her, “Damn boy can you suck at just one thing?” 
 
   “Not in my nature,” Luke winked.
 
   John came in, he shook his head and grabbed a plate and ate as they danced around the kitchen, Alex came in and laughed, “Angry Monkey song Tessa?” she smiled and pulled him up to dance. Eventually the two younger kids came in and laughed. Luke grabbed Kendall and made her dance, her face turned red and Tessa laughed.
 
   When the song ended and Tessa turned down the radio, they all ate.
 
   When breakfast was over Luke and Tessa did dishes, John and Alex went outside to move equipment and the two little ones took Chewy out. “How are you doing Luke? You ready for today?” she asked.
 
   “It will be weird without you there,” he said softly and kissed her neck, “How are you?” 
 
   “I am good, but I want you to kick ass today,” she said; “I will give you a prize when you get home if you win,” she smiled.
 
   “Really?” he said, “but it’s not Friday.” 
 
   “It’s been Friday for two days,” Tessa laughed.
 
   “Okay, if you win I will let you,” Luke said and giggled. 
 
   She smacked him, “Gee thanks,” she laughed.
 
   “Na I will think of something,” Luke raised his eyebrow and looked at her.
 
   “That look doesn’t freak me out anymore, it kind of excites me,” she whispered, he laughed.
 
   He kissed her and grabbed her butt hard, “You haven’t seen excited yet,” his hand reached lower until he was almost there, he picked her up and she gasped.
 
   He released his hand and pulled away, she was breathing deep shallow breathes and she took his hand and brought him to the bathroom, and locked the door. “Tessa what are you doing baby,” her eyes where wild and she bit her lip as she started to pull his pants down, “Oh God,” he said as she went to her knees.
 
   “You guys almost ready?” Alex called from the kitchen.
 
   “Yep just grabbing something be out in two,” Luke said as he reached for her, she slapped his hand and he laughed. “Can’t wait for tonight Tessa,” her face suddenly changed, “What’s wrong baby, are you mad.”
 
   “Yes at myself, this is crazy. I don’t think I will stop next time we are alone, it’s all or nothing Luke,” she said and looked mad.
 
   Luke took a deep breath, “It doesn’t have to be that way. I can calm down, sorry Tessa.”
 
   “Luke, don’t be sorry I want you more than anything I have ever wanted, I need you, I can’t even kiss you anymore without wanting more, I feel like I am losing it,” Tessa put her hands in her hair and wanted to scream.
 
   He hugged her, she pulled away, “Don’t do that Tessa,” Luke pleaded.
 
   “Seriously what is wrong with me?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Sit down,” he said and lifted her on the counter and lifted her shirt.
 
   They walked out of the bathroom and grabbed their bags off the floor. Tessa’s mom was pulling in. “Thank you,” she said and turned red. 
 
   “The pleasure was mine,” Luke smiled.
 
   “How does that work?” Tessa asked confused.
 
   “You’ll see tonight, we are winning this game,” Luke said and laughed.
 
   They walked outside and he hugged her, “Good luck baby,” he said and kissed her head.
 
   “You too, I love you,” Tessa said feeling much more relaxed.
 
   “You better,” Luke laughed.
 
   ~
 
   Luke, Alex, and Tommy were on fire and they won their game, there were all sorts of recruiters in the bleachers. The coach told them afterwards. As Luke walked off the field Sadi came up to him, “We need to talk,” she said.
 
   “No we don’t,” Luke said and kept walking.
 
   She followed him as he approached Alex and Tommy, she yelled, “I’m three months late.”
 
   Luke froze and quickly did the math in his head. He looked at Tommy and Tommy closed his eyes. He looked to Alex and they both shook their heads. 
 
   “Did you hear me Lucas,” Sadi asked standing in front of him.
 
   Luke said nothing, he just looked at her. 
 
   Alex and Tommy watched as she pulled out a test and handed it to him, she showed him a paper and his head dropped. Luke squatted down for a moment and stood back up. “We will talk later,” he said as he walked away. 
 
   “When?” she demanded. 
 
   “I am not sure,” he said.
 
   “Are you really living with her?” she yelled.
 
   “Yes Sadi,” he said and his face changed as he turned around, “And you better leave her the FUCK alone, got it.” 
 
   “Yes,” she said quietly and walked to the bus.
 
   Luke walked past them and into the woods behind the field. He fell to his knees and cried. Tommy and Alex gave him space and waited for him. John watched as it all went down, he told the kids to get in the car and he walked over to the boys. He saw the fear on Tommy’s face, Tommy teared up, “I don’t know how he is going to deal with this, I don’t know how she is.”
 
   ~
 
   The girls bus was pulling in, “Alex take the kids to your Mom and take Tessa and Jade home, we will meet you there,” John walked into the woods and knelt down next to Luke and put his arm around his shoulders, “Son you’ll get through this. We will help you through this,” Luke shook his head no. “The girls just pulled in, give me your keys and let’s get you out of here,” Luke stood and wiped his face off. Tessa watched from the bus as John opened the back seat of the SUV and Luke got in, Tommy got in the other side. John drove past the bus, he looked upset. 
 
   Tessa ran off the bus, “Alex is everything okay?” she asked.
 
   “Where is Jade, we need to go,” Alex said.
 
   “Alex you’re scaring me,” she felt her eyes fill up and she yelled for Jade.
 
   “Tessa what is it?” Jade asked.
 
   “I don’t know he won’t tell me,” Tessa said and looked at Alex whose eyes were filled with concern.
 
   “Phoebe can you ride with Becca? I will call you later,” Alex said and quickly kissed her head.
 
   “Of course,” Phoebe said with concern in her voice.
 
   ~
 
   The ride home was quiet. They pulled in and Tommy met them outside, “What’s going on Tommy?” Jade asked.
 
   They heard yelling from the house, “Lucas you aren’t going anywhere. Put your bag down son,” John said, “I gave my word to the sheriff, and you certainly don’t need to be going anywhere right now.”
 
   “No disrespect sir but I can’t stay here, I can’t see the disappointment in her eyes,” his voice cracked, “she has been through a ton of shit because of me, I can’t fucking do it to her again,” Luke said his tone very angry.
 
   “You have no clue how strong that girl is, right now you need people and well, you have us, go get your ass the shower and let me talk to her. I will help you get through this,” John said.
 
   They heard Lucas running down the stairs and the bathroom door shut. Tessa stood frozen, everyone was looking at her.
 
   John walked out the door and took Tessa’s hand and brought her to the deck. He sat and looked at her. “Daddy what happened, is it his mom? His dad, his sisters?”
 
   “No baby girl, they are all just the same,” John took her hand and spoke, “After the game the blonde, Sadi I believe, asked to speak to him, he walked away, she yelled that she was three months late.” 
 
   Tessa looked angry, “She is lying Daddy.”
 
   “Well she handed him a paper stating otherwise, and what I assume is a pregnancy test,” he said, “honey Luke looked at it and walked into the woods behind the school and broke down.”
 
   “Are you sure?” she asked hoping he was wrong.
 
   “Yes Tessa and he is in a very bad place right now, can you try to keep it together for him,” John asked.
 
   “Of course Daddy I love him,” Tessa said and began to cry, “I love him so much,” he pulled her into his arms and she cried. 
 
   “He has over two months left here Tessa, can you do that?” John asked, “because if not you need to tell me.”
 
   “He has to stay,” Tessa said quietly.
 
   “Okay then, let’s go in,” John said standing and pulling her up.
 
   ~
 
   They walked into the house and Jade was in the kitchen with Alex. Tommy was in the living room with Luke. Tessa walked into the living room, he sat on the couch with his arms crossed and his hat pulled down low. Tommy got up and hugged Tessa and whispered in her ear “You going to be okay?” she shook her head yes. He left the room.
 
   Tessa walked over to the couch and sat next to him, “How was your game?” she asked Lucas. 
 
   “Seriously that’s what you are going to say to me right now Tessa?” Luke said laughing.
 
   “Yep,” she said and took his hat and turned it around backwards. He looked up at her through those long black lashes and looked back down, “So how was the game Luke?”
 
   He laughed uncomfortably, “It was great, lots of recruiters, and we won. How was yours?”
 
   “Good, we won too,” she said quietly, “What happened after Luke?” she asked.
 
   He turned his hat around and pulled it down, and she saw him breathing deeply. Tears flowed down his cheek, she wiped them away. She took his hands and kissed them, “You are going to be fine,” Tessa said.
 
   “How are you going to be Tessa? Hu?” Luke asked.
 
   She started to cry, “I am going to be fine,” Tessa said softly.
 
   He looked up at her and took her in his arms and hugged her, as they both cried. 
 
   She sat up and looked at him and smiled, “We have really crappy luck,” and kissed his nose.
 
   “I am so sorry Tessa,” Luke whispered. 
 
   “I am pretty sure this was not planned,” Tessa said and smiled. He shook his head no. “Okay then we need to come up with a plan for you.”
 
   He let out a breath, and shook his head, “God I love you.”
 
   “I love you Lucas, I will help you figure this out okay?” Tessa said. She wrapped her arms around his neck and took a very deep breath and slowly exhaled. 
 
   Luke’s phone rang it was Sadi. He ignored it. He received a text immediately.
 
   -we need to talk….Sadi
 
   - What do we need to talk about?...L
 
   - Our child…Sadi
 
   “Do you need a minute” Tessa said and started to get up, he pulled her down and shook his head no. “Ask her questions Luke I am sure you have several.”
 
   -how far along are you? L
 
   - Well let’s see we had sex a week before school started, you do the math…Sadi
 
   - Two and a half months?...L
 
   -good job…Sadi
 
   - What are you going to do?...L
 
   -what do you want me to do?...Sadi
 
   -well let’s see it didn’t matter last time so what the fuck are you even asking me for this time. By the way, I personally took you to get you on the pill, what the fuck happened with that?!...L
 
   - should have used a rubber, guess it didn’t work, not 100% remember?!?! I plan to keep it…Sadi
 
   -so again, what do you want from me?...L
 
   -for you to be a man, basically the opposite of your father…Sadi
 
   -fuck you bitch…he started to write.
 
   Tessa shook her head “Don’t lower yourself to her level Luke,” Tessa said. “You are so much better than that.”
 
   -Ok you’re going to need to spell it out for me…L
 
   -First you need to get the hell off the farm and the farm girl, I shouldn’t be stressed right now…Sadi
 
   -Have to be here for three months, out of my control, as far as Tessa goes, I told you once today if I need to repeat myself here goes, LEAVE HER THE FUCK ALONE!...L
 
   “Luke don’t send that,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “Sorry already did” he said.
 
   -As long as you don’t lay down with the dog then I won’t do a thing to her…Sadi
 
   -You also need to tell your brother to keep his hands off Jake…L
 
   -Jake started it…Sadi
 
   -Time to grow up Sadi; you’re going to be a mommy in less than seven months…L
 
   -As if you know anything about parenting?!...Sadi
 
   “Luke give me your phone,” Tessa said and took it.
 
   -name calling does nothing, if we are going to parent a child together that needs to stop…L
 
   “Is that okay?” Tessa asked. He shook his head yes and she sent it.
 
   -Fine, I want you to be part of this pregnancy. And when your mom gets home I want to move in so that we can work on things and you need a job I want you taking care of us not your daddy…Sadi
 
   Tessa typed she saw his eyes starting to tear up again
 
   -lots of demands, head spinning, talk more later…L
 
   “Is that okay?” Tessa asked quietly he shook his head yes again.
 
   She pushed send
 
   -Yes we will, now and forever this bond can’t be broken…Sadi
 
   “I can’t ask you to be part of this Tessa,” he said as tears fell down his face, “I love you too much for this to be your life.” 
 
   “It isn’t up to you,” she said, “But if that’s what you need, I understand.”
 
   “Can I please kiss you?” he asked. She knew down deep that this would be one of the last, she took his face and kissed him gently and he kissed her back, he lowered her lip and slowly explored her mouth, he put his hand up her shirt and caressed he breasts, she turned and straddled his lap and felt him beneath her. She quickly pulled away. “I’m sorry Tessa,” Luke said.
 
   “No, don’t be, let’s go for a ride,” Tessa said and got up. “Anyone want Pizza?” she asked as she took his hand and walked through the kitchen to the door. 
 
   “Sure?” Jade and Tommy said confused.
 
   “Okay we will be back in thirty minutes,” Tessa said as she grabbed his keys off the counter. “I’m driving,” she said to him.
 
   ~
 
   She drove to the place that he and Tommy had first dropped her and Jade off after practice. The first time he had touched her leg that sent shivers down her spine. She turned off the SUV and got out. He watched her as she dropped to her knees and cried, he got out and went down on his and held her. “You should have left me here and never looked back,” she said as she threw her arms around his neck. He held her there until she couldn’t cry anymore. 
 
   “I am so sorry Tessa,” he said softly as he picked her up and set her in the passenger seat and buckled her in. 
 
   He drove down town and held her hand the whole time.
 
   ~
 
    He went in and grabbed the pizza and came out. Sadi pulled up beside him. “Did you tell the farm girl the good news?” she asked smiling.
 
   Tessa unbuckled and jumped out of the car and ran towards Sadi. She tried to open the door and Sadi locked it. Lucas grabbed her and pulled her away, “Tessa don’t, please,” he said as he carried her and put her in the car. 
 
   “I fucking hate her,” Tessa screamed. “I hate her,” she said and began to cry. 
 
   He kissed her head and walked to the driver side. “Does that answer your question Sadi?” he asked. 
 
   She smiled, “You better figure that out, my child won’t be around trash like that,” she said. “Hey farm girl you may have got the crown but I get the boy…forever,” she yelled as she pulled away.
 
   He shut the door and buckled his seat belt. He pulled away and grabbed her hand, she pulled it away from him and folded her body into a tiny little ball and sobbed. He drove home as tears rolled down his face.
 
   ~
 
   They pulled in and he got out. He opened the door for her and she shook her head no and turned away from him, “Okay I will give you a minute,” he took the pizza in and set it on the table. Everyone looked at him. He shook his head and walked out the door. Luke unbuckled her and picked her up, she clung tightly to him and he kissed her head and carried her in and walked past them and sat on the couch with her wrapped around his neck. 
 
   He held her and she fell asleep. Jade walked in the room and saw her sleeping in his arms as he kissed her head over and over. “How are you?” Jade whispered.
 
   “I don’t know,” Luke said.
 
   “What can I do Lucas?” Jade asked.
 
   “Get her through this,” he said and tears started flowing down his cheek.
 
   “What about you?” Jade asked.
 
   “I will do what she wants,” he said kissing her head, “And I think we both know what she is going to expect, no matter what the cost to her, so Jade you are going to need to get her through this.”
 
   “I will Luke, I promise,” Jade said.
 
   “Thank you,” he said.
 
   Tessa slept on his lap for two hours and he didn’t move. She woke and looked up at him, “I’m sorry,” she said.
 
   “Please don’t be baby,” he whispered.
 
   “I wanted to kick her ass,” she said.
 
   He laughed, “Trust me I know that feeling.” 
 
   She started to cry again, “I love you Lucas,” she said through her tears.
 
   “I will always love you Tessa,” he said and his eyes filled, “Do you understand that? Always!”
 
   Her heart sank and she knew she was losing him. She looked at him and felt pain, intense pain, she couldn’t breathe. He kissed her, she hugged him and she finally let out a breath. She let go of his neck and stood up to go to the bathroom, he watched her walk away and his heart fell. He grabbed his hair and clenched his teeth. Jade walked over and hugged him, he sobbed. Jade started to cry. Tommy walked in and saw them. He knelt down and put a hand on each of their heads and pulled them into his. After a few minutes he let go. Jade hugged him and then walked into the bathroom.
 
   Tessa sat curled in a ball on the floor rocking herself. Jade had never seen her like this. She sat beside her and pulled her into her. 
 
   “I have lost him Jade,” she cried.
 
   “Oh Tessa I don’t think so, he loves you,” she said hugging her.
 
   “We’ve done stuff Jade,” Tessa said smiling. 
 
   “Did you, have you know?” Jade gasped.
 
   “No but other things,” she smiled.
 
   “Oh really, and how was that?” Jade asked.
 
   “Fucking amazing,” she yelled and Jade covered her mouth and they both laughed.
 
   Luke shook his head smiling. Tommy looked at him, “Dude did you?” he asked.
 
   “No Tommy,” Luke said smiling.
 
   “Well then what is she talking about, what did you do?” Tommy asked.
 
   “Not very much,” Luke smiled.
 
   “When?” he asked.
 
   “Over the past few days,” he said.
 
   “Today?” he gasped.
 
   “This morning,” Luke said and sat back and closed his eyes.
 
   They heard the shower and they sat. It turned off and the girls came out. Tessa was in his sweatshirt and he assumed shorts under it.
 
    She looked at him and he patted his lap, “Come here baby,” and she sat on his lap and he covered her with a blanket and held her for a few minutes. He kissed her lips, “I need a shower.” 
 
   He got out and walked up stairs with just shorts on. He is so damn beautiful she thought. He dressed and walked downstairs. She sat on the couch with a cup of tea. She had made him one too. 
 
   “Dad and Alex went grocery shopping,” she said, “Tommy and Jade left when you were in the shower,” she told him.
 
   “Oh,” he said.
 
   “So what do you want to do?” she asked looking down. 
 
   Take that sweatshirt off of you and show you every move I have so you’ll never forget me he thought. “We don’t have to do anything we can just talk,” Luke said.
 
   “Oh,” Tessa said wishing he could touch her. 
 
   “Can I ask you some questions?” he asked her, she shook her head yes. “Do you think we can keep doing this Tessa, do you think you’re going to be okay with me telling her to do this alone,” Luke asked.
 
   She looked at him for a long time, “I suppose not,” she admitted.
 
   “Because why Tessa?” Luke asked.
 
   “Because I know who you are,” she said touching his chest, “In here and I wouldn’t want it to be any other way.”
 
   “I know Tessa, and that’s why this is killing me. You love who you know I can be. And if I don’t live up to that you won’t. So either way Tessa I am going to lose you eventually,” his eyes filled.
 
   She looked down and knew he was right, all these feelings she has experienced lately were mostly physical. She truly loved him because of who she knew he was underneath the blackness that only half covered his heart. 
 
   She took his hand, “I don’t want to lose you Lucas, and I am so afraid. The whole thing today, I wanted to kill her,” Tessa started.
 
   “I know, I’m sorry,” he said looking down. “I want to be a good man Tessa, I want to grow into the man you know is in here, but now I am so confused, what do I do, tell me please.”
 
   “The right thing,” Tessa whispered.
 
   “I don’t love her, I never could. I love you and that will never change,” he grabbed her face, “Do you understand that Tessa,” he yelled.
 
   “Yes” she said and tears formed again. He hugged her, “I love you Lucas.”
 
   After a long hug she pulled away from him, “Luke will you be my friend still?” she asked.
 
   “Will you want that?” he asked.
 
   “I don’t know but I want to try,” she said and her voice cracked.
 
   “I will too,” he said.
 
   They fell asleep in each other’s arms on the couch. John and Alex came home and unloaded the truck and put away groceries. 
 
   “Want me to wake them up so they can go up to sleep?” Alex asked.
 
   “No let them be,” John said.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa woke and walked outside on the deck; she sat and looked at the stars. She folded her hands and closed her eyes as she talked to God. “I am so sorry for the way I have been acting,” she began to cry, “I know I have made major mistakes and I have to pay for them. I will Lord I think I already am. I ask that you please take care of Lucas, he is a good guy, and I would have behaved much worse if it were not for him seeing in me something I seemed to have forgotten. Please forgive my sins and please God he has to be okay please help him through this,” she sat hugging her knees and crying. 
 
   Luke had watched her out the window and heard everything she had said. She prayed for him to be alright. He stood there until she seemed to be falling asleep; he went out and asked her to come back in. They walked to the couch and lay down and held each other as they fell asleep. 
 
   “Tessa, Luke, time to get up and get ready for church,” John said softly.
 
   Tessa sat up and looked at Luke as he opened his sleepy eyes. She touched his face and smiled at him. 
 
   “Good morning Lucas,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “Good Morning Tessa” he whispered.
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter21]Chapter 21
 
   Tessa stood up and went into the bathroom to shower and get dressed. When she was finished he did the same. She ate a banana and oatmeal while he was getting ready. And he ate eggs and toast as she watched him. He looked different today, like he was waiting for something bad to happen, scared. 
 
   Tessa sang at church today. A song called blessings. At the end of the song a single tear fell from her eyes. Her stomach hurt but more a burning than a pain. She sat next to Jade and wiped her tear. Jade smiled at her, “You did great” she said. Tessa smiled. Today’s sermon was on lust, Tessa looked up and smiled. Luke watched her as she seemed to accept every blow gracefully. She was a gift to him, and he knew it. He would make her proud. He closed his eyes and quietly thanked God for Tessa. 
 
   After church she went home and cleaned. Luke helped her father and brother move some hay. She made lunch and waited for them to come in. She stood at the window hugging herself when they walked in, “Lunch ready Tessa?” John asked.
 
   “Yep, sure is,” Tessa said, “I already ate I am going for a walk,” she said as she walked out the door with Chewy. 
 
   “Want company?” Luke called after her.
 
   “No thanks, I have him,” she said as she patted Chewy and grabbed his leash. 
 
   Tessa switched his collar and headed out back. She walked down to the falls and threw some stones as Chewy tried to pounce on tadpoles. She loved the quiet down here, the place she went when she needed to think. She sat against a tree and thought about life without his kiss and she started to cry. Then she thought about what his child’s life would be without him and at that moment she decided she would cry no more. 
 
   She stood up and wiped the dirt and pine needles from her butt and walked back up the hill to the field. Luke was standing there. She smiled at him. He smiled back.
 
   “Your Dad and Alex warned me not to go down there; they said it’s your personal heaven. So I waited here,” Luke smiled softly.
 
   “Good move on your part I may have kicked your butt Links,” she smiled.
 
   “Something is different with you today; I mean I know all the stuff that went on fucked you up but you seem okay. Tessa are you okay?” Luke asked.
 
   She smiled, “Yes I suppose, and you will be too”.
 
   “How are you so sure?” Luke asked.
 
   “Because I decided I would be, you have to do the same thing,” Tessa said, “Will you please?” she asked.
 
   “I will, if that’s what you want,” Luke answered.
 
   “More than you know,” she smiled.
 
   He took her hand and she froze and he said, “Tessa are you okay?”
 
   “I will be fine,” she looked down at their hands, “But please Lucas,” she said swallowing down tears she felt coming up, “I can’t, I can’t touch you.” 
 
   “Oh, okay, I’m sorry,” he said as he was processing what she had just said, “But we are friends right Tessa?”
 
   “Always,” she said and started to walk. 
 
   “So friends hug right,” he asked.
 
   “Sure,” she said.
 
   “Can I hug you, I mean sometime?” he asked.
 
   “Someday just not right now,” she said.
 
   “I need you now Tessa.” he said.
 
   “I need you too Luke, just please let this heal a bit first,” she said swallowing again.
 
   “Okay baby,” he said as he saw her trying to do everything in her power to hold back tears.
 
   She turned to him, “Thank You.”
 
   ~
 
   The boys were there to shoot and he joined them. When they were done she had already gone to bed.
 
   “John, I am sorry but I can’t do this to her, I can’t be here and see her hurting,” Luke said.
 
   “Son you don’t have a choice,” he said.
 
   “Alright then. I need to run home and grab some stuff ok?” Luke asked.
 
   “Sure just hurry back and drive careful,” John said.
 
   Luke walked in his house and went and grabbed his trusty bowl and smoked until he passed out.
 
   Sadi saw his car at home and pulled in, she walked through the door and upstairs, she undressed and lay next to him. She woke him up and kissed him. “Sadi get out,” he said.
 
   “What are you afraid you’ll get me pregnant,” she asked. He glared at her, “It’s been almost three months since I have had sex. I have needs Luke, you put out or I will go find someone else to poke this baby of yours in the head.” 
 
   He stood up to walk away and she followed and pulled his pants down. He turned around and pushed her on the bed, she stood up and grabbed him, she went down and then bent over his bed, he took her hard and fast, she screamed out and he kept on going until he was finished. She lay on his bed and smiled. 
 
   “I have missed you,” Sadi smiled.
 
   He walked in and showered, when he came out he looked at her, “Don’t fucking come here again Sadi.” 
 
   “I don’t think that’s going to happen, me, you and a baby Luke,” she said rubbing her belly. She got up and dressed. See you at school tomorrow,” she said as she walked out.
 
   Luke dressed and felt like shit, what had he just done? Guess it doesn’t matter it was sex not love. He called his Dad and told him what had happened, he was calmer than expected. 
 
   “You’re still staying with the Ross’?” Landon asked.
 
   “Yes,” Luke said sadly.
 
   “Do they know?” Landon asked.
 
   “Yes and John insisted,” Luke told him.
 
   “How’s Tessa taking it?” Landon asked.
 
   Luke felt a lump forming and cleared his throat. “She is amazing Dad, strongest person I have ever met, we are going to try to be friends. And I certainly don’t deserve that.”
 
   “Don’t sell yourself short son, you’re pretty damn strong,” Landon said with conviction.
 
   Luke heard a woman’s voice calling him, “Who’s that Dad?” he asked.
 
   “Audrianna, she and the girls are here for the day,” Landon said with a smile in his voice.
 
   “Taking it slow Dad?” Luke asked with a laugh.
 
   “Yes very, she is pretty insistent on it, we actually are going to counseling tomorrow,” Landon said laughing.
 
   “Good, well I have to get back before John wonders what happened to me, I will see you Friday night at the State Championship right?” Luke asked.
 
   “Yes hopefully all four of us will be there,” Landon said.
 
   “Good, I want to see the girls. Goodnight Dad,” Luke said,
 
   “Goodnight Lucas, I love you,” he said and hung up wishing there was something he could do.
 
   Wow Luke thought, he loves me, interesting.
 
   ~
 
   He pulled into the farm and Alex was getting out of his truck. “Where did you go?” Alex asked.
 
   “Home to grab some things,” Luke said holding up his bag.
 
   “Cool, I just dropped Phoebe off, we went to dinner,” Alex said as they walked in.
 
   John was asleep on the couch. “Alex, thanks for everything, I am sorry man,” Luke said as he headed up to bed.
 
   They woke up for school the next day and like usual Tessa was up and had breakfast on the table and the clothes ironed. Luke watched her as she tried to avoid his stare. “Good morning Tessa,” he said quietly.
 
   “Good morning Luke,” she said and smiled.
 
   “Did you sleep well,” he asked.
 
   “I did and you?” she asked. He looked at her and saw her eyes sadden.
 
   “Yep,” Luke said. She smelled his cologne and turned away from him as she breathed it in deeply. “State finals tomorrow right?”
 
   “Yes,” Tessa answered trying to keep it together.
 
   “You nervous?” Luke asked. She shook her head no, “Is it alright if I come?” he asked.
 
   Her heart sank, “Sure,” Tessa said, “that would be great.”
 
   “Good, are you going to Alex’s game?” Luke asked.
 
   “Yes Lucas, and yours,” she said and turned around and smiled.
 
   “Can I hug you yet?” he asked. She looked down and walked towards him.
 
   “Yes,” she said.
 
   He stood and grabbed her; she gasped, and wrapped her arms around his neck as he kissed her head. She didn’t want to let go. She took deep breathes and smelled him. He always smelled so good. She looked up at him and his eyes were closed, he looked so amazing. He opened his eyes and bent down and kissed her lips lightly, tears started falling down her cheeks. “Tessa don’t cry, baby please I’m sorry,” Luke said wiping her tear away.
 
   She let go of his neck and took one last deep breath and walked into the bathroom. She sat on the floor and quietly cried, he walked in. “Tessa please,” he said and his eyes filled, “God I am so fucking stupid,” he said.
 
   She took a deep breath as he wiped her tears away, “You can’t kiss me Lucas, okay?’ she asked.
 
   “I won’t,” he said, “I won’t do it again, I’m sorry,” he said and hugged her.
 
   Alex yelled in, “Time to go”.
 
   ~
 
   They pulled into the school and Sadi sat in her car and watched as Tessa got out of the back seat and Luke out of the front, she smirked.
 
   She yelled for Luke and Tessa turned around, Alex grabbed her and wrapped his arm around her and walked her in. Luke looked at her and glared.
 
   “What no kiss?” she asked as she caught up to him, “Did you tell her you and I had sex last night?”
 
   He grabbed her arm and squeezed it, “You better keep your mouth shut Sadi, her and I are through. But you need to know I love her, not a damn thing you do to me will stop that. I am working through some stuff here hoping that I can be a good father and we can parent together, that’s all Tessa’s doing. I promised her I would try, last night was a big blurry mistake, leave her alone and thank God she made me promise to try,” Luke warned her.
 
   Sadi yanked her arm away from him, “Fine as long as you don’t keep fucking her,” she said.
 
   “It was never that with her Sadi, it was all here, don’t you get it? I love her,” he said sounding defeated.
 
   She scowled, “You loved me once too and before this baby is born you will again,” Sadi stormed away.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa avoided everyone she could today; she went to practice and took every bit of frustration out on the ball. She went home and cooked dinner and did her homework. She did some cleaning and got on the computer, something she hadn’t done in months. She signed on Facebook and tried to catch up.
 
   ~
 
   Luke and Alex walked in the door, “Tessa,” Alex yelled, “I started the hot tub for you, Phoebe says you may need it, you practiced pretty hard today.”
 
   “Thanks Alex, dinners in the oven maybe after that I will go out,” Tessa yelled back.
 
   Luke walked in and bent over her shoulder and looked at the computer, she felt his breath on her neck, “How are you Luke?” she asked.
 
   “Lots of friend requests,” he reached over and clicked on them, “Wow lots of guys, that one’s good looking,” he said flatly and kissed her head.
 
   She laughed, “Sit down Luke you seem interested, why haven’t you friend requested me?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Seriously Tessa me on Facebook, that would be interesting,” they both laughed.
 
   “Oh,” he said pointing, “There’s GI Joe, better accept that one,” he said biting on an apple as he pressed accept.
 
   “Well thank you,” she laughed, “Oh and there’s your baby momma, requesting me as a friend, shall I accept that one?” she asked. 
 
   “Is there a fuck off button?” He said and hit deny and frowned at her.
 
   They went through the list and he denied all the guys. She rolled her eyes and laughed. Next the girls, she accepted Phoebe and he went through and denied the three B’s, “Seriously? What is wrong with people? This is the dumbest crap I have ever seen,” Tessa pointed to Audrianna and he hit accept. She clicked on her page and he saw pictures Audrianna had taken at his game with the girls, and some of Luke and Tessa.
 
   “Still think it’s dumb?” Tessa asked.
 
   “No that’s pretty cool,” Luke admitted. “Look at you, all fine looking…. and pissed off as hell at me, you should be an actress Tessa,” Luke said and leaned over and kissed her cheek.
 
   “Lips off Links,” she said quietly.
 
   “Sorry baby,” he said.
 
   The timer went off and she jumped up and got dinner out of the oven. He walked out behind her, “We okay?” he asked, she smiled and shook her head yes. “What’s for dinner?” 
 
   “Chicken shit,” Tessa said.
 
   “Excuse me” Luke asked. 
 
   Alex laughed, “Look at it man, looks just like it.”
 
   John and the kids came in and they ate. “You kids hitting the hot tub after dinner?”
 
   “Yes, Phoebe said Tessa over did it today,” Alex said.
 
   ~
 
   Dinner was cleaned up and Tessa was upstairs changing. She ran downstairs and grabbed a towel. Luke watched her as she went out the door, smoking hot he thought and shook his head. 
 
   “You going in?” Alex asked.
 
   “Are you,” Luke asked.
 
   “Yep,” Alex answered.
 
   “Ok then,” Luke said and he went up and threw on some trunks.
 
   They walked out and Tessa had in ear plugs and was singing with a towel over her eyes. Luke stood and looked at her as Alex got in. She had flown by him in blue bottom boy shorts and a matching halter top. Luke watched as she breathed. Alex got in and she jumped. She took the towel off her eyes and looked at him.
 
    “Hey Alex, good of you to join me,” she laughed. 
 
   She looked over and saw Luke standing there, his trunks hanging on his hips and he had no shirt on, she closed her eyes and said, “Luke you getting in or do you need an invitation?” Luke got in. 
 
   They sat quietly; keep your eyes closed Tessa told herself, she swore she could feel his eyes burning through her. Alex’s phone rang and he got out and answered it and walked into the house. Tessa opened her eyes and she was right. She quickly closed them. She felt him move beside her. She took a deep breath and he took her hand. She sat frozen.
 
   “This is awful, I miss you,” he said.
 
   Tessa kept her eyes closed and asked, “How can you miss me Luke? I’m right here” she said knowing full well what he meant, she missed him too.
 
   Luke laughed, “This may come as a shock but I miss the talking.” 
 
   Tessa laughed and opened her eyes, “If you let go of my hand I may be able to actually relax,” she said, he pulled it up and kissed it and let go, “So what shall we talk about my friend,” she said emphasizing friend.
 
   “Where were you all day?” Luke asked.
 
   “Avoiding conflict, avoiding seeing you, basically avoiding a break down, this morning was awful,” she said and laughed.
 
   “I’m sorry,” he said softly.
 
   “Hey it’s going to take some getting used to,” Tessa said trying to make the situation seem less significant.
 
   “I am so pissed that I didn’t meet you before all that happened,” Luke said.
 
   “Things happen for a reason,” she said taking a deep breath trying to convince herself. 
 
   “Can we talk about something else please?” she looked at him and her eyes mirrored the sadness in her voice.
 
   “Sure, what can we talk about baby?” he asked and grabbed her hand.
 
   “How about what is acceptable between friends when they are of the opposite sex,” she said and smiled.
 
   “Okay that’ll be interesting, I have to be honest with you I have never had a female friend,” he said.
 
   “Why does that not surprise me?” Tessa laughed.
 
   “Let me have the rules,” he said and smiled.
 
   “Let’s start with appropriate touch. Hugging, a quick hug when you’re excited or happy, and a longer one when someone needs comfort. Kisses, a quick one like the ones you give me on the head are sweet and show that you’re there and being supportive. A kiss on the cheek in a situation like a death or congratulations, but not on the mouth. Hand holding is for support as well but not an everyday happening,” Tessa said sounding sad.
 
   “Well what about when someone seems sad, what should I do then baby, when you look sad?” Luke asked softly.
 
   She ignored him, “Now let’s talk about nicknames. Baby is for people who love each other for more than friends and FYI I used to love it but it kind of stings now. So maybe use a last name or something fun.”
 
   “How about TT?” he asked. She laughed, “Tessa the Terrible, Tessa the Temptress, Tessa the Terrific” he said and looked down at her chest.” Tessa with the terrific tasty t…” 
 
   “What are you guys talking about?” Alex asked just in time.
 
   “Male and Female friendship appropriateness,” Tessa said laughing “Any advice?”
 
   “Respect,” Alex said.
 
   “Alright then, that’s a lot to comprehend. I will try,” Luke said and smiled at Tessa.
 
   “Alright then,” she said and stood up, his jaw opened slightly as he looked at her, “Goodnight.”
 
   ~
 
   She dressed in a tank top and underwear for bed, she fell asleep thinking about her friend.
 
   Tessa woke up screaming, she sat up and Luke was walking into her room in his pajama pants and he grabbed her and picked her up and hugged her, he sat on her bed and kissed her gently on the head over and over again. “Tessa you okay?” he whispered.
 
   Tessa shook her head and held tightly to his neck and her face was against his bare chest, she was shaking. Luke grabbed a blanket and wrapped it around her. He took turns kissing her head and lightly caressing her hair. She finally stopped crying.
 
   Tessa smiled and raised her face to his, he looked confused. “Kiss me please Lucas,” she asked and he did gently and moved to her neck. And back to her lips. He pulled away and looked at her, the moonlight from the windows shined on her, “You look so good,” he said, and he wiped away her tears. “Did you have a bad dream baby?” he asked.
 
   “There was an accident of some kind and there were four people and people died, I don’t know who, but I know I loved them. Lucas you have to promise me you’ll be careful please?” he shook his head yes, “No say it, promise me you’ll be careful.”
 
   “I promise Tessa, but it was just a dream, okay?” he said and kissed her again.
 
   “Please stay with me tonight,” Tessa asked.
 
   “Tessa you really don’t want that, you’re just upset right now, bab.,.” he said and she kissed him and lay down. He followed her down. Her kisses were deep and full of passion, he was very aware of where his hands were.
 
   “I Love you, Luke, please be careful, please I love you,” she said and kissed him, she pulled away, “Did you hear me?” she asked and scowled at him.
 
   “Yes Baby,” Luke started to say.
 
   “Then why didn’t you answer me?” she asked and started to tear up again.
 
   He took her face, “You didn’t give me a chance Tessa, I promise I will be careful.” 
 
   “Good,” she said and laid down and wrapped his arms around her. She fell asleep on his chest.
 
   He opened his eyes and she was still wrapped around him, she looked beautiful. He kissed her and she slowly woke up. “Good morning baby,” Luke said quietly.
 
   “How did you get in here?” she whispered looking over at Kendall.
 
   “A magnet. You had a bad dream, we can talk about it later,” he said, “I need to sneak out of here before your Dad or Alex gets up, I love you Tessa Ross,” he said and he bent to kiss her, her eyes widened.
 
    He kissed her head.
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter22]Chapter 22
 
   The day was pretty much the same; Tessa took her lunch and ate it on the way to the library. They were leaving early for the State Championship. She met the team in the locker room. She was so happy to be hanging out with her girls. She had been avoiding people for two days now. They got ready and headed to the bus, when they walked outside the football team was standing there with a banner that read “Go Lady Blue’s,” and they were cheering for them. Tommy and Alex hugged and kissed Jade and Phoebe. Luke looked at her searching her eyes to see what she needed from him, she smiled and he walked up to her, he hugged her and kissed her head, “Kick Ass tonight baby, I love you,” he said as he rubbed her back, he pulled back and looked down at her, “See you soon. If you win I have a surprise for you,” he winked, she gasped and turned around and he smacked her ass, “Go get ‘em Tessa!” Luke yelled. She grinned as she walked away. She saw Sadi glaring at her from the field as she got on the bus and Tessa just looked away.
 
   ~
 
   They walked into the arena and her heart was beating so hard. They ran drills and went through plays.
 
   The game was about to start and she saw her parents and Molly, Kendall, and Jake walk in, behind them were the boys. She smiled when she saw them. Luke winked at her, she grinned.
 
   They played hard, but were behind by two in the second half. The first play of the second half Tessa made a goal and they were behind by one. In the fourth quarter Tessa was going in and was hit in the face with a stick knocking her down and slicing her forehead open. Tessa jumped up and ran to the sidelines. Luke watched her avoid her coach and grab the first aid kit and cover the gash. Coach V walked over to her and she stomped her foot and argued with him. Her bandage was already saturated when she went on the field. Tessa took off and got the ball and made a goal. She walked off and changed the bandage. She started to go back out and her coach grabbed her arm and shook his head no pointing to the bench. Luke saw her yell “FUCK” and Coach V glared at her and pointed to the bench again, she sat pouting. Becca had the ball and passed it to Phoebe who took it in. Only thirty seconds left and they lead by one. The other team was given a penalty shot and Jade stopped it, the clock ran out and they won by one. Luke got up and made his way to Tessa, her Mom was right behind him. She was on the field celebrating with her team and she started to throw up. Luke ran and he scooped her up in his arms and Maggie told Coach V that they were taking her to the hospital; she thought she had a concussion.
 
   Luke drove and Maggie road with them. They were seen quickly. Tessa got three stitches in her hairline and she had a concussion. Tessa insisted on going back to the farm and Maggie asked that Luke make sure he checked on her every three hours. They dropped Maggie off and Tessa smiled. “We won,” she said. 
 
   “You kicked ass Tessa,” he said, “but seriously you need to be more careful, you play rough.”
 
   She laughed loudly and he laughed to. He took her hand and kissed it, he was a bit nervous as to how she would react but she allowed it. Luke asked her to open the glove box and she did, there was a box in it.
 
    “Open It,” he said. Inside was a silver necklace with two hockey sticks crossing one another. “Read the back,” he smiled and she did. LYA Luke. 
 
   “It’s beautiful,” she said, “thank you.”
 
   “Before you get freaked out it’s a friendly gesture, I do love you Tessa even if we can be just what we are….for now,” Luke said.
 
   “Thank you, you really should not have though,” she said.
 
   ~
 
   That night they both slept in the living room, after John went to bed he snuggled up on the couch with her and she let him. Every three hours his alarm vibrated and he woke her up with a kiss. Each time she smiled and said, “I’m still alive.” 
 
   ~
 
   She didn’t avoid her friends on Wednesday and he sat at the same table at lunch, Sadi walked by and made snide remarks which Tessa graciously ignored. She touched her neck often to make sure her necklace was still on her and he noticed every time he was around her. 
 
   Tessa’s head was hurting badly after lunch so she went to the nurse. She lay down and slept, the last bell woke her. 
 
   She walked out and went to her locker, “Hey you feel okay?” Jade asked.
 
   “A little sore,” Tessa said. 
 
   “We are going to stay and watch the guy’s practice do you feel up to it?” Jade asked.
 
   “No, I am pretty sure crazy would get a little anxious. Besides I am going to run to the mall,” she said. 
 
   They went to the boy’s locker room and Tessa yelled in, “Hey Alex Ross I need the keys I need to run some errands.” 
 
   Luke walked out, “Take mine TT,” he said and winked.
 
   “You sure,” she asked.
 
   “What are friends for,” he said. “Pick me up after practice?” he asked. She shook her head yes and walked out and got in the Black SUV. Sadi watched her drive out.
 
   Tessa went to the mall and bought some new undies and bras at Victoria Secrets. She decided on front closure. She went to the Jewelers and got two sliver chains, one for Alex and one for Luke. She got both with helmets. She had Luke’s engraved LYA and Alex’s said BLESSED.
 
    
 
   ~
 
   Tessa pulled in just in time to pick up Luke. He walked out and jumped in. She saw Sadi start to walk towards them and pulled out.
 
   “Let’s get Chinese,” he said. Tessa pulled over and ran in to order. She saw Luke on the phone arguing with someone, he hung up quickly. When she came out he was playing with the pink bag and grinning from ear to ear. 
 
   “Really friend?” she said laughing. 
 
   “Boy shorts Tessa, that is so hot, with matching bras front clasp no less,” Luke smiled, “Very naughty,” he said laughing.
 
   “Who were you fighting with on the phone?” she asked as she pulled out.
 
   “Her,” Luke said.
 
   “Oh, yes her,” Tessa said making a terrified face, “Sometimes I forget.”
 
   “Those are the times you smile,” Luke said deep in thought.
 
   “Not happy that I took your vehicle?” Tessa laughed.
 
   “No, happy isn’t the word I would use to describe it, but it’s none of her business,” Luke said trying to convince them both.
 
   She reached over and squeezed his hand, “It’s going to be okay, Luke. You’ve got this.” 
 
   He took a deep breath. 
 
   ~
 
   They all ate dinner together and in typical Tessa form a noodle ended up on her shirt, she quickly removed it, “Lucky noodle,” he said quietly and she laughed.
 
   Tessa took some pain meds before bed, her head hurt like hell and she was out like a light.
 
   Tessa woke up again crying, it was the same dream and he was in her room again. Luke held her and lay with her till she fell asleep. He gently kissed her lips as she lay sleeping in his arms. She whimpered his name a few times and each time he kissed her she smiled and fell back to sleep. She woke in his arms again and watched him sleep. When he woke up she was getting dressed, she had on black boy shorts and she was clasping the matching black lacey bra. “That’s one heck of a sight to wake up to,” Luke said smiling. She jumped and turned around bending to pull up her skirt, “That’s just as good,” he said standing up.
 
   “Sorry I didn’t want to wake you. I don’t think I have let you get much sleep lately,” Tessa said.
 
   “Please don’t apologize, I wish I could wake up to that every day of my life,” he smiled, “Friend.”
 
   His hair was messy and his perfectly ripped upper body was bare, me too she thought smiling and biting her lip. She pulled him up and hugged him, she felt pressure on her belly, “Oh,” she gasped and tried not to smile.
 
   “You had better go, I don’t know, take care of that before anyone wakes up,” she said and rushed him out the door. 
 
   Within minutes John was turning off her alarm. 
 
   “Oops,” John said as he walked down the stairs, “must have forgotten that one.”
 
   They opened the same time and they both giggled. “Tessa,” she heard Kendall. 
 
   “I’m sorry did I wake you?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Yes, but if he is going to come in here every night maybe you should wear more pajamas” Kendall said.
 
   Tessa’s jaw dropped, “Kendall I am so sorry, it won’t happen again.”
 
   “No it’s okay I won’t tell, he makes you stop crying and kisses your sadness away each time you do, and he’s not doing anything wrong. But you need to wear more pajamas okay?” she asked.
 
   “Okay Kendall,” Tessa said and tears filled her eyes as she hugged her, “Go back to sleep you have another hour.” 
 
   She walked out and he stood in the hallway looking at her. Tessa looked up at Luke, “Thank You,” she said and he hugged her and kissed her head.
 
   “I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else,” he said.
 
   ~
 
   They walked downstairs, she went in the kitchen and he went in the bathroom. She put cinnamon rolls in the oven and he walked out. “Can I hug you?” he asked.
 
   She smiled and hugged him, “I think after the game Friday night we should invite some people up to camp,” Alex walked in and she let go of Luke, “What do you think Alex?”
 
   “Sounds like a plan,” Alex yawned.
 
   ~
 
   They went to school and Tessa signed up to try out for the spring musical, it did not say what they were doing but she thought it would be fun. Last year the she had a supporting role, Tessa hoped for a little more this year but would take what she could get. 
 
   The football team was leaving at noon for their game, a two hour bus ride away. There was a pep rally before it, it was fun and the guys came out and danced to the music. That boy could move she thought as she watched Luke. Luke winked at her and she smiled. The field hockey team had made a banner for them just as they did for the girls two days before. 
 
   The girls hugged their guys and Luke walked up to Tessa, “Wish me luck?” Luke asked.
 
   “You don’t need luck rock star, you got this,” she pulled his head down and kissed the top of it. She gave him a hug and whispered, “Love you bud, now go kick some ass.” 
 
   He leaned over and kissed her cheek, she shook her head, “Sorry baby gotta take it when I can,” Luke smiled and ran to catch up. 
 
   Sadi threw her a nasty look as she got on the bus and made her way back to Luke and sat in the seat across from his. 
 
   He looked out the window and mouthed. “I Love You baby,” and Tessa smiled and crossed her eyes and stuck out her tongue at him. 
 
   “Thought you were just friends?” Sadi said glaring at him.
 
   “We are Sadi,” he said in a monotone voice not looking at her.
 
   “Well I have never seen you hug and kiss a friend before Luke,” she sneered.
 
   He looked at her, “And how many female friends have I ever had?”
 
   “I don’t know!” Sadi said, “None!”
 
   “Ding ding ding,” Luke said, “They all wanted more and I willingly caved. It’s not like that with her, I actually like her Sadi, accept it or not I really don’t give a shit, just leave her alone, unless you want me to push for more,” Luke warned.
 
    She did not answer.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa, Jade and Phoebe rode with her parents and siblings to the game, they walked in just as the game was about to start. The other team looked like college players, all very large. Tessa whistled loudly and Alex heard her, she waved at him. Alex elbowed Luke and he smiled, she blew them kisses. His Dad, Audrianna, and the girls sat behind them. The girls jumped on her lap, “Hello princesses,” Tessa said and hugged them; Luke smiled and waved to them. 
 
   “How are you doing Tessa?” Audri asked.
 
   “I’m good, how are you?” she asked.
 
   “I am actually kind of wonderful,” she smiled, “Thanks to you, I think Luke gave me some great advice, so thank you.” 
 
   Landon walked in with his arms full of food and little pom poms for the girls, “Hello Tessa,” he smiled, “What happened to your head?” Landon asked.
 
   “Championship field hockey game,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Did you win?” Landon asked.
 
   “Yes,” Tessa said.
 
   “Way to go.” Landon said and patted her on the shoulder, “Lucas and Audrianna tell me that you were quite pissed off at my son the last time we met, I would have never known. Why did you act like nothing was bothering you?” he asked.
 
   “I wanted him to win; I want him to be okay. It was only two days, apparently I am a good actress,” Tessa said smiling.
 
   “Are you acting now, with everything that has come to light?” he asked.
 
   “No Mr. Links, I know your son is a great guy and forgive me if I sound, well my age, but I love him and want what’s best for him regardless of what is happening. We are friends, and I hope we always will be,” Tessa said and looked at him her eyes saddened.
 
   “That isn’t typical of your age Tessa and thank you,” Landon leaned forward and hugged her. Luke watched and smiled. 
 
   ~
 
   The game started and it started out fiercely. Luke was sacked for the first time all season. They had been a huge passing team and the opposing team knew it and blocked almost every chance they had. Luke threw a 40 yard pass to Tommy and he made the first touchdown of the game. He held up his J and Jade smiled. They were tied at half time. Tessa watched as Landon got up and walked towards a row of what looked like college scouts and shook their hands. The second half started. Luke passed the ball at the fifty yard line and it was intercepted. Number 72 from the opposing team ran fast down the field and passed everyone; Luke ran after him and tackled him at the ten. The ball was loose and Luke recovered it. Tessa jumped up with the rest of the crowd and cheered. The game ended with the boys in blue ahead by seven. They all ran to the field, Tessa ran to Alex and hugged him, Luke looked at her and was beaming, she hugged him and he spun her around “Amazing job Rock star,” she said and he kissed her on the mouth, and she let him. He put her down and his family walked up to him and Tessa’s family to Alex. The scouts followed and shook their hands.
 
   Sadi walked up and kissed Luke on the cheek, “Good Job,” she said.
 
   “Thanks,” he said and looked past her. 
 
   Luke walked up to the boys and they all hugged.
 
    Number 72 ran up to them, “Good game guys,” he said.
 
    He had brown hair and brown eyes, and he was very handsome, he looked at Tessa, “Your boyfriend kicked my ass out there today Ross,” number 72 smiled.
 
   “He is not her boyfriend,” Sadi said loudly.
 
   He smiled and winked, “Good to know, see you in two weeks Tess.”
 
   Luke looked at her; she shook her head not knowing who he was.
 
   “So did you tell her yet?” Sadi asked annoyed.
 
   “Sadi of course he told me, we are friends remember?” Tessa said sarcastically and turned to walk away.
 
   “So he told you we fucked less than a week ago?” Sadi asked.
 
   Tessa kept walking, she didn’t want to play the game with Sadi.
 
   ~
 
    She walked up to her dad who was standing next to number 72 and a man she recognized. 
 
   “Hey Tessa, do you remember Ben?” John asked.
 
   “No, sorry I don’t,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “His Dad comes up every year for a week and hunts with us. Ben is coming up this year with him,” John announced.
 
   She smiled, “Cool.”
 
   Ben put his arm around her shoulder, “Tess you’re breaking my heart, how could you forget me?” Ben said laughing, “We use to shoot bow and arrow together.”
 
   “Benji?” she asked and smiled as she turned and hugged him, “I used to kick your butt, I hope you’ve gotten better.”
 
   He hugged her, “We shall see, damn you have changed,” he said, “You are smoking hot now.”
 
   She laughed, “Why thank you and look at you, not bad at all,” Tessa said and smiled.
 
   “No boyfriend Ross?” Ben asked.
 
   “Nope,” she said.
 
   “Great then you’re going to have to let me take you out some night,” Ben said, “Is it a date?”
 
   “We shall see, I guess it all depends on how well you shoot, I certainly could not go out on a date with someone whose butt I can kick, you’re going to have to redeem yourself after that play,” Tessa said and they both laughed.
 
   Luke walked up to them with his head down, “Luke this is Ben,” Tessa said introducing them.
 
   “Hey Luke,” he said and put his hand out and Luke firmly shook it, “Tess didn’t remember me; our fathers went to college together. We hunt together every year, and Tess here,” Ben said putting his arm around her, “Used to kick my ass when we shot bow. Do you hunt?”
 
   “I will be this year,” Luke said and smiled.
 
   “Great then I will see you both in a week, Tess you denied me as your friend on Facebook, ouch,” he said and kissed Tessa’s hand and walked away.
 
   “I got you and Alex something, so when you get back check in your glove box, I will be setting up at camp,” Tessa smiled. “See you then,” she walked away.
 
   ~
 
   The girls had invited a few friends to join them at camp; the boys pulled in and walked down to camp. 
 
   Tessa beamed when she saw them, she had made cupcakes and the girls had decorated them with their numbers and school colors, Tessa wrote, ROCKSTAR on the one she made for Luke. 
 
   Luke was quiet when he came in.
 
    “Cheer up buttercup,” Tessa said as she walked by and elbowed him.
 
   He watched her as she danced around and talked to everyone. 
 
   “We need to talk,” he said grabbing her hand and pulling her behind him outside. “First of all I love the necklace,” he said as he pulled it out from inside his jacket, “Thank you, but Tessa I know you’re pissed about what Sadi said at the game so please let me explain.” 
 
   Tessa looked at him and was confused, “Oh,” she gasped as she searched his face that was ridden with guilt, “Oh Luke, you slept with her last week?” she asked, “I thought she was, oh” she looked down, “When? Why?” 
 
   He told her what happened, every detail. She stood there shocked, she took a deep breath and forced a smile on her face. 
 
   “Okay then,” she said and turned to walk away.
 
   “Tessa wait,” he said.
 
    She turned to look up at him, he expected tears and that was not what he got.
 
   “Luke I am not sure what you want me to say? Shall I congratulate you on your ability to get high, or the way women throw themselves at you, although I would hardly call that a woman,” she started, “Or your problem with controlling this?” she said and reached down and firmly grabbed him and stared into his eyes which widened. She let go, “You have a problem, a couple actually, but I am not yours and you are absolutely not mine,” Tessa said and turned.
 
   Luke grabbed her arm and she pulled it away. “Tessa I love you I am sorry.”
 
   She turned and smiled at him, “Now I still want you to be okay and I care deeply for you and I will pray Luke that someday you can see how wrong that is, but our friendship was never a friendship, because I loved you so much, no matter the hurt it caused me,” the pain in her eyes was almost more than he could bear, “but that’s where I was wrong, I said one thing and wanted something else desperately. I was hurt then, now I feel betrayed.”
 
   “I have never lied to you Tessa,” he said. 
 
   “I suppose not, how very noble of you,” Tessa said and walked inside.
 
   Jade looked at Tessa she could tell something was wrong. Tessa smiled, “Please tell Tommy Luke needs a friend right now,” she said clearing her throat and taking a deep breath, “and Jade right now I need to fall apart so can you come to the pond after you see that Tommy takes care of Luke please,” Tessa asked and walked out the door. 
 
   


 

 
   [bookmark: chapter23]Chapter 23
 
   The next week went by slowly. Each day the same, Tessa would wake and get breakfast ready and Luke would always thank her. She felt numb, she would come home after school and do her homework and chores and fix dinner. Tessa got the lead role in the play Avita and her practice ran from six at night until nine. 
 
   Luke and Alex had basketball practice after school and he was home by five. Luke would do whatever he could to be in her presence and appear busy. When she left for practice he and Alex would shoot hoops or guns until she came home.
 
   Tessa never told anyone about Sadi and Luke’s last night together, Jade and of course Tommy knew. Tessa would smile and make small talk and joke when other people were around but when Luke was alone with her she avoided him completely. They worked together on Saturdays at the Spot without many words exchanged. Tessa was secretly in agony and Luke missed her more and more everyday as he watched the only girl he ever loved quickly slipping away from him.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa went up to Camp to clean for the big opening weekend celebration. She carried a bag full of cleaning products into camp and walked in. Luke was on the counter cleaning the windows and he turned as he heard someone walk through the door. Luke finished and jumped down.
 
    “Oh hey Tessa did you come to help?” Luke asked. 
 
   He had the fire going and it was hot in there, which must be why his shirt was off, she thought.
 
   “Yep, I do this every year,” Tessa said and forced a smile.
 
   “I know Alex told me, just thought I could get it done so you didn’t have to,” he said and looked down. “You do everything at the house and I thought I should pitch in since you have to deal with my sorry ass for the next two months,” Luke said trying to joke. 
 
   Tessa saw the black frame around the Doe camp sign that was now hanging above the fireplace. She smiled; he watched her eyes and saw what she was looking at. 
 
   “You like it?” he asked leaning on the counter and crossing his arms in front of him, “I thought it deserved a frame,” he said and smiled.
 
   “Looks good,” she said as she unpacked the bags of products and supplies.
 
    He reached over and grabbed a bottle of Clorox and she bumped into him. She froze and so did he, she looked up at him and closed her eyes and took a deep breath, he smelled so good.
 
   His hands were in the air and his eyes were closed as well. He was taking deep breaths. He opened his eyes and looked down into hers, his heart raced. They stared at each other for a long time, he swallowed hard, “Tessa I can’t move right now, so you’re going to have to,” Luke said in a whisper. 
 
   Tessa quickly moved underneath Luke’s arm and walked outside to grab the groceries out of the truck, when she came back he was gone. She opened the back door to shake out a rug and he sat crouched down hugging his knees. She walked past him and shook the rug off the porch and turned and saw his eyes filled with tears. Luke clenched his jaw and looked up at her and shook his head. She couldn’t look away, her eyes filled and she dropped to her knees in front of him and began wiping his falling tears with her sleeve. 
 
   “I am so sorry Tessa,” he said taking deep breaths.
 
   “Lucas,” she whispered “please don’t cry.”
 
   “Tessa, I have never felt this pain in my life, I feel like my heart is literally breaking into pieces and then I see you and feel the hate you have for me and I can’t even give you the space you deserve. I fucked up I am so sorry,” she hugged him, “Tessa don’t,” he said and cried.
 
    She didn’t let go. He finally relaxed and wrapped his arms around her and it felt so right. 
 
   “I don’t hate you Lucas,” Tessa whispered.
 
    She wanted to tell him she loved him and that she and he could work through this, that she would help him raise his child and they would get married one day and live happily ever after.
 
    “I want to be your friend, it’s just going to take some time, sorry.”
 
   “You have nothing to be sorry for Tessa,” he said. 
 
   “Okay, you’re right I am perfect. You are lucky to have me as a friend,” Tessa laughed, “but Luke I am lucky to have you too,” she stood up, “because without you it would take me all day to get this place clean,” she said and laughed.
 
    She grabbed both his hands and pulled him up; she wiped his face with her sleeves and stared into his beautiful green eyes. 
 
   “Now would you please put a shirt on?” Tessa asked and turned walking into camp.
 
   He knew she still loved him and selfishly, for now that was enough.
 
   Tessa had her head phones on and was cleaning, he walked past her and ran to his SUV and wondered where she parked. He walked into camp and plugged in his Bose and taped her shoulder, she jumped and laughed.
 
    “Share your music?” he asked.
 
   “Sure,” Tessa smiled and handed it to him. 
 
   Luke turned it on and looked at her playlist, he laughed. 
 
   “What’s so funny,” she asked feeling embarrassed.
 
   “You TT,” he said, “your playlist, I’m just not sure which one to choose from, it’s either get pumped, dance your ass off, goodnight tunes or,” he said as he scrolled down and shook his head, “fuck off LL” 
 
   “I was mad,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “Can we listen to that one?” Luke asked and laughed.
 
   “Sure Luke, maybe you’re not LL,” Tessa said looking at him with both eyebrows raised.
 
   “Ok,” Luke said laughing and he flipped through the play list, he grinned and she continued to clean, he added three songs from his iTunes account and pressed play.
 
   They cleaned and with each song he shook his head and smiled at her, Respect by Aretha, Hate Everything About You, by Ugly kid Joe, I Hate Men by Cole Porter, Love Song by Tesla, Yellow Ledbetter by Pearl Jam, which shocked him. 
 
   “You happy now?” Tessa asked and forced a smile.
 
   “No not yet, I added a couple for you, you know just in case you ever wanted to hate that jerk for a longer amount of time,” he smiled.
 
   Pearl Jam’s Black played and she sang along with it. “Good Song,” she said “a little dark though.”
 
   “Black actually,” he grinned and raised his eyebrows.
 
   The next song was “Hate Me” by Blue December.
 
   She smiled, “I like that song, I don’t think I have ever heard it before,” she said.
 
   “One of my favorites right now,” he smiled as he jumped down from the ladder, “Loft’s finished TT,” he said snapping her in the butt with the towel, “You are slacking,” she laughed.
 
   Far Behind by Candlebox played, she listens and scrubbed the walls by the fireplace that were caked with black with soot. She heard him singing and smiled. 
 
   The music stopped and he smiled, “Did you like them?” he asked. 
 
   She smiled gently and shook her head yes. 
 
   “I am hungry, are you?” she shook her head no. “You haven’t eaten shit in two weeks Tessa.”
 
   “I haven’t been playing sports, I don’t need as much,” she said defending herself.
 
   “Okay as your friend I am telling you, you’ve lost weight and before you know it, those things are going to disappear,” he pointed to her boobs and she slapped his hand and they both laughed. “Come eat lunch with me,” he asked “Please,” he said and gave her puppy dog eyes and stuck his lower lip out slightly.
 
   “Fine,” she said and stomped. He grinned and held the door open for her.
 
   She jumped in the SUV and he got in and buckled. He stared at her “What?” she asked.
 
   “Buckle up baby,” he said, she rolled her eyes, “Sorry, buckle up TT.”
 
   ~
 
   They drove down to town and stopped at the pizza place. He ordered for both of them and she sat at the table. He brought her milk and opened it and put a straw in it. “Does the body good,” he said and winked.
 
   He brought back a large chicken salad sub and two slices of cheese pizza. He put a plate in front of her and half the sub. She took a deep breath, she really had not eaten much in the past couple weeks and she knew she couldn’t eat all that, “Tessa just eat what you can,” he whispered. She took a bite and it tasted good. She smiled and chewed obnoxiously looking at him.
 
   He laughed, “Is it okay?”
 
   “Yes Luke it’s good, thank you,” she ate half of it and sat back and finished her milk. She watched him eat, and he crossed his eyes, she smirked and got up and went to the counter.
 
   “Hey can I get some paper to wrap the food up and a bag please,” she asked.
 
   “Anything else you want Tessa, my number maybe?” Matt asked and winked. She shook her head no, “one of these days you’re going to accept and make me the happiest boy in the world,” he said and smiled at her. 
 
   “Don’t plan on it,” she said and laughed and smiled at him.
 
   She walked back to the table and Luke was glaring at the kid behind the counter. “Who is that?” he asked.
 
   “The boy I am going to give myself to first,” she whispered. He turned towards her and scowled, she was ginning.
 
   “Not funny Tessa,” he said seriously.
 
   “Hey Luke you’re my friend right so maybe we should be able to talk about stuff like this, what do you think?” she asked.
 
   “I think no,” he said. She laughed and got up to walk out. 
 
   She was still laughing when he got in the car. “What?” he asked.
 
   He buckled the seat belt and waited for her to. She looked at him “What to you?” 
 
   He reached over and grabbed her seat belt and buckled it. She laughed, “Oops, you’re a little obsessed with my seat belt,” Tessa said.
 
   “You’re the one who wakes me up screaming every night after that dream you have,” Luke said looking away.
 
   “I haven’t had that dream in a couple weeks,” she said and giggled.
 
   “You have had it every night,” he said and he looked serious.
 
   “Oh, I didn’t know,” she said quietly.
 
   “The first night I left it alone and the next day Kendall asked me why I didn’t help you anymore, she looked at me like she was pissed, ya know a lot like you do most of the time,” he smiled. She smiled and then looked confused, “So I have come in every night at about 2:30 in the morning, you really don’t remember this?” he laughed but he knew she didn’t.
 
   “No,” she said quietly.
 
   “Well we have had some fantastic conversations,” he said and grinned.
 
   “Like what?” she asked loudly.
 
   “I will never tell,” he said and raised his eyebrow.
 
   “That’s not fair,” she said looking away from him.
 
   “No, what’s not fair is the things you say and ask me to do to you while you’re sleeping,” he said and laughed.
 
   “Like what,” she asked with anger in her voice.
 
   “You getting mad TT,” he asked, she narrowed her eyes at him, “Let’s just say you’re in safe hands, even when I have to pull them away from your body as you ask me to, well, you are an absolute dream in your sleep,” he laughed.
 
   “Has anything happened?” she asked softly.
 
   “No baby, I would prefer you coherent, but my hands have been very close to your heart for many nights and you won’t let them go,” he said softly, “you also say some pretty sweet things in your sleep,” he laughed.
 
   “Hey Luke?” she swallowed hard.
 
   “Yes Tessa,” he responded.
 
   “I am very embarrassed, but thank you. Do I talk about what’s bugging me?” she asked.
 
   “Just four people in an accident, that’s all you’ve said besides you love me and you make me promise to be safe,” he said softly.
 
   “Every night?” she asked.
 
   “Every. Single. Night,” he said. 
 
   “How long does it last?” she asked.
 
   “Until I hold you, kiss you, and you fall asleep,” he said in a deep soft voice.
 
   “So when do you leave my room?” she asked.
 
   “When I wake up an hour or so later, you are exhausting,” he said softly.
 
   “I’m sorry,” she said and he smiled.
 
   “Can you do me a favor?” she asked.
 
   “Anything,” he said looking over at her.
 
   “Can you wake me up next time?” she asked.
 
   “If I have to,” he smiled. 
 
   “Thank you,” she said.
 
   She remembered some of the dreams about the accidents and the erotic ones about him. She blushed and was quiet.
 
   “Tessa, that’s all okay” he said reassuringly.
 
   “You sure?” she asked.
 
   Luke shook his head yes and smiled.
 
   “So you’re not playing basketball?” he asked changing the subject.
 
   “Nope, the musical,” she said and she saw him grin.
 
   “Oh so that’s where you go every night?” he laughed, as if he didn’t know that already, “Avita.” 
 
   “That’s me,” she smiled.
 
   “I can’t wait to see you on stage” he smiled, “Who is the lead guy” he asked.
 
   “The pizza boy,” she said laughing.
 
   “No shit?” he groaned shaking his head.
 
   “None,” she laughed.
 
   “So maybe now is a good time for me to give you some advice about boys since I am your friend and all,” he said smiling at her.
 
   “Okay let’s start with the pizza boy,” she suggested.
 
   “No that wouldn’t work, he would bore you to death. He is the exact opposite of me, I mean of what you need,” he smiled.
 
   “So what do I need, and do you really want me to meet someone like you?” she asked.
 
   “That’s two questions and we are not talking about your ex, he pisses me off,” Luke said and chuckled.
 
   “Okay then what do I need?” she asked.
 
   “Well let me see let’s start with the obvious. Someone who like’s sports, you are competitive and would be very bored with a science geek or a boy who sings and dances on stage as a way to meet girls. You need someone who is fit, because you apparently like boys that are in shape,” he began.
 
   “Oh ya, what makes you think that?” she asked smiling.
 
   “There’s only three guys I have seen you look twice at, that LL guy, he’s smoking hot. GI Joe, although he is way too old for you. And that Ben character,” he said. “However if you can kick his ass at archery you would easily tire of him.” Tessa giggled and he continued. “Someone who likes music and can move,” he grinned. “They have to be intelligent. Someone who is funny, your laugh Tessa should never be stopped, it’s infectious. It has to be someone who shares your values and loves family. Someone to let you explore who you are and when you’re ready and sober, explore them. They have to love to talk or at least love you enough to listen. They need to enjoy every part of you. From your perfect face, flawless skin, tight body, eyes they could sink into forever and perfectly wavy hair that just begs their hands to touch it, to your wit and voice and your little tantrums. If they don’t crave you every second of everyday they don’t deserve you. If when they succeed they don’t search for you to share that with them, they don’t deserve you. If they don’t need you by their side during every part of life they don’t deserve you. If when they fuck up they don’t love you enough to let you go, they don’t deserve you,” he looked at her like she was the only thing on the planet that mattered. His eyes burned through her and she finally breathed.
 
   Every part of her wanted him, how the hell was that possible, she thought, she was breathing harder and faster, she wanted to kiss him so bad and never stop, she clenched her jaw and finally looked away. He started the car and went to back up. Sadi had pulled up behind him; she got out of the car and was hitting his window.
 
   “What’s going on?” Sadi asked Luke.
 
   “Holy buzz kill,” Tessa let out.
 
   He smirked at Tessa, “Just had lunch with my friend Tessa, you two have met right?” he asked coldly.
 
   “So does she know?” she asked.
 
   “Yep Sadi everything, absolutely everything,” Luke said in an irritated tone.
 
   “He is having a baby with me farm girl,” she yelled. 
 
   Tessa leaned forward and smiled, “I am well aware of it Sadi.”
 
   “What the fuck do you think you’re doing with him?” she yelled.
 
   “He just told you we had lunch, we are friends, do you understand that and we will be, shit Sadi I was hoping you and I could get to be buddies, with all that crying you did on my shoulder and the shocking confessional and all. I really was hoping we could all hang out sometime oh and an invite to the baby shower,” she said and sat back trying her best to hold it together.
 
   “Fuck you white trash I wouldn’t invite you to a rock fight,” Sadi yelled.
 
   “Hey Sadi do you have any parenting books? You should know that all that stress is not good for your baby,” Tessa was getting angry now, “So if you give a fuck about that little life growing in your belly you may try to get into a yoga class or something to teach you how to relax. Luke and I are friends, I plan to stay that way, you need to accept it. I’m not like you, you have nothing to worry about. He will be a good Dad if you don’t drive him over the edge, so just leave him and I the fuck alone,” Tessa said.
 
   “Tessa,” Luke whispered, “Don’t waste your breath.” 
 
   “Lay with pigs Luke and you’ll start smelling like them,” Sadi said.
 
   “I think that’s bullshit, he doesn’t smell like a crazy ass whore,” Tessa screamed and unbuckled and started to open the door. 
 
   Luke reached across Tessa and held her in the car, “Sadi move your car now,” he said calmly and she did.
 
   Luke looked at Tessa and she was so angry, he hated the constant pain he caused her. He certainly didn’t deserve her, how could he.
 
   “You okay Tessa,” he asked quietly as he backed out.
 
   “Fuck no,” she yelled, “Who the fuck is she, the farm girl remarks are getting old, and now white trash?” Tessa yelled.
 
   “Okay I’m sorry she makes you feel bad, and I am sorry I brought you into this mess,” he said and held her hand. “This is okay right, I am trying to comfort you now,” he said smiling slightly at her.
 
   “Yes as a matter a fact why don’t you go pull in her front lawn so I can fuck you on the hood of your vehicle until your eyes pop out and that stupid bitch can watch,” she yelled and looked down shocked.
 
   “Will that make you feel better?” he asked trying not to laugh.
 
   Tessa looked at him and let out a breath and they both giggled. “I mean Tessa anything I can do to help I will, but could you stop right before my eyes pop out,” he asked and kissed her hand, “Please, cause I really would love to watch your face when you…” she interrupted him. 
 
   “Where are we going?” Tessa asked her face flush.
 
   “I am only doing what I am asked,” he smiled, “Now try to calm yourself, here pick some music,” he said handing her his iPod.
 
   She leaned back and cranked up Steve Miller, “Nice Lucas,” she said admiring his music. She closed her eyes and sang along.
 
   She opened her eyes as they pulled into his house. “I will be right back I need to grab a few things alright?” he asked.
 
   “Do you need help?” she asked.
 
   “No thank you Tessa, we are friends and all but I don’t think I need you in my bedroom unsupervised, I don’t think I could trust myself,” Luke said seriously.
 
   He came out with a brief case. 
 
   “What’s this?” she asked.
 
   “Banking stuff and bills,” he headed in the opposite direction than they needed to go.
 
   “Where are we going now?” she asked.
 
   “Do you have plans?” Luke asked. Tessa shook her head no. “Good can we go grocery shopping together?” he asked.
 
   “Sure, I guess,” Tessa answered.
 
   “Okay I want you to check out the third house on the left, up here,” Luke said pointing.
 
   She looked and saw a tiny white ranch with a small garage attached to it. It sat on about a quarter acre. “Ok why?” she asked.
 
   “That’s Sadi’s house,” Luke said “She lives there with her mother and younger brother. Her mom works two crap jobs to be able to pay the mortgage and provide for her very spoiled, expectant child. Sadi is mean as shit to her. Should I turn around and park on the front lawn?” he asked grinning.
 
   “She lives very close to you,” Tessa said feeling a bit jealous.
 
   “Yes she does, I used to pick her up for school every morning and she blew me all the way there,” he said quietly.
 
   “Wow TMI,” Tessa said.
 
   “No Tessa that was honesty, the basis of what I loved about our relationship. She is not nice, funny, kind, or caring. I was always with her for the sex part, when she got pregnant, after missing her pills, the ones I took her to get every month, I knew I wanted more than that for my child and she was pissed because she would have responsibilities. She hit me a few times and I got sick of her shit. I tried to love her… well the best I knew how, and she just whined and took pity on herself, it got old. We broke up, I called the girls, she drove by and saw Jamie’s car and walked in on our um… party,” Luke said, “the rest you already know. My point here was not to tell you all that but to show you, you have absolutely no reason to get upset when she makes the farm girl cracks. Alright?” he asked.
 
   “You are beautiful,” she said and immediately wanted to take it back.
 
   “And you Tessa Ross made me that way in less than three months, the day I saw you getting out of the pond, the very first time, I knew I wanted you. The way you seemed annoyed with me was not a reaction I ever got from any girl, which made me want you more. And then when I saw you at the farm when I offered to do hay, just so I could see you. I truly saw who you were and I believe that day was the day I knew I loved you,” Luke said and smiled at her. “So now with all this I know what I have to do for my child. I have to try to figure it all out and make life okay for that little life so that he or she can someday hopefully be half as perfect as you. And that means I lose what I want more than anything in this world.” 
 
   Tessa was numb again, then she felt the lump and she asked him to pull over and he did. “You okay?” he asked.
 
   “No!” she yelled, “I am not okay. I am crushed and I am even more in love with you now than ever I just want to scream and cry and I don’t know… I need this pain to go away Luke. I love you and it hurts so bad to love you,” he had tears in his eyes as he watched her.
 
   “Then I can make it easier for you, I can make you hate me,” he said, “I am good at that.”
 
   She climbed over the console and sat on his lap and hugged him. He hugged her back. They sat like that for almost an hour. She finally stopped crying and sat up and kissed his lips gently. “I could never hate you,” Tessa whispered as she climbed off his lap.
 
   “Tessa what can I do?” he asked.
 
   “Be the best you can be,” she said, “be my friend, always.”
 
   “Done,” he said and grabbed her hand.
 
   ~
 
   They went grocery shopping and went home to put stuff away. Jade texted her, she needed to talk and asked if she could meet her at camp. Luke drove her up there and went inside as the girls sat on the dock and talked. 
 
   “Tessa, we did it,” Jade said.
 
   “You did what?” Tessa asked shaking her head.
 
   “Tommy and I made love,” Jade said smiling.
 
   “When?” Tessa asked in shock.
 
   “Last night and it was amazing, very painful at first but amazing,” Jade said smiling.
 
   “Are you okay?” Tessa asked. 
 
   “Yes, perfectly fine but now I want him more,” Jade said and laughed.
 
   “Are you on the pill?” she asked.
 
   “No of course not, I would have told you that,” Jade said.
 
   “It wasn’t planned,” Jade said, “he used a condom.”
 
   “So how was it not planned and he was well prepared?” Tessa asked.
 
   “He wasn’t I was,” Jade said and laughed.
 
   “Jade!” Tessa scolded.
 
   “I have been asking him for weeks finally he said yes,” she said, “He is very big Tessa,” she said with her eyes wide. 
 
   Jade and Tommy already talked about getting married. Tessa knew Jade and Tommy were perfect for each other, she just wished she would have waited, which seemed pretty ironic coming from her. 
 
   Tessa told her what had went on today with Luke as they walked down to camp. “I hate that girl,” Jade said. Luke was at the back of the camp and they sat talking on the porch. He could hear everything they said.
 
   “That girl is going to have Lucas’s baby, I want her to be okay,” Tessa said quietly. “So I am going to ask you to be nice to her. If she sees kindness maybe she can be a decent mom to her child, to Luke’s child. It’s part of Luke and I love him Jade, I know he can be an amazing daddy.”
 
   “Are you going to be nice to her?” Jade asked.
 
   “I am going to tolerate her, it pretty much depends on how much shit I can take, for him I will try,” Tessa said. “And for him and his baby I need to move on, I think that would be easier for him and I.”
 
   That stung but Luke knew she was right. If someone else was good to her, how could he ask for anything else? Tessa’s happiness was important to him, more than he could have ever imagined.
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   Church went well and the guys all shot as she made dinner. The week at school flew and Friday night the hunters started pulling in. Jade, Tessa, and Phoebe, made all sorts of food for them to graze on. She always loved the weekend before shotgun season, they played cards and listened to music and listened to the men tell their tall tales. Ben and his father were the last to show up, when they walked in Luke watched Tessa. She avoided looking at him until he walked up to her.
 
   “Hello Tess,” Ben said smiling.
 
   “Hey Ben how was your trip up?” Tessa asked as she cut up carrots.
 
   “Well worth it” Ben said softly smiling knowing he was making her uncomfortable.
 
   Tessa’s phone chimed and she pulled it out of her pocket
 
   -Damn Tessa could you at least look at the poor guy? This is painful to watch...LYA …LL
 
   She laughed and looked around for Luke. He winked at her and texted her again.
 
   -Let’s see your moves girl…LYA…LL
 
   Her eyebrow raised and she looked up at him. “Sorry about that Ben,” she said and smiled at him. He wore an under armor shirt, gray long sleeves and loose fitting jeans and a gray knit cap that had a few loose light brown curls hanging out. Ben’s eyes where brown with gold flecks and stunning, his lips full and very pink, and his skin was perfect, he was tall and built. “Look at you, out of that football uniform. Nice,” Tessa said.
 
   -much better Tessa Ross…LYA…LL
 
   “So I brought my bow,” Ben said rubbing his head, “want to take a walk?” he smiled.
 
   “It’s kind of dark out don’t you think?” Tessa giggled.
 
   “Uh hu,” he said and smiled flashing his perfect straight white teeth and a deep dimple she had not noticed until now.
 
   “You want to shoot in the dark?” Tessa asked confused.
 
   “Not really,” he laughed, “but I do need to grab some more stuff out of my truck, walk with me,” he said and grabbed her hand and pulled her out the door.
 
   Luke paced the floor and waited for them to return. Ben had his arms full and Tessa carried nothing, she held the door for him. They were laughing when they walked in.
 
   “Do you play pitch Ben,” Tessa asked smiling.
 
   “Sounds super fun Tessa can I play?” Luke asked grinning obnoxiously. 
 
   “Of course,” she said, they sat at one of the tables and Becca joined them. Ben sat next to Tessa and Luke across from her. 
 
   “So Ben,” Luke said, “do you have a girlfriend?” 
 
   “No,” he said and smiled at Tessa.
 
   “Okay so we all know how to play right?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Nicely,” Ben said and smiled at her.
 
   “Of course, Luke will be my partner and Becca will be yours got it?” Tessa asked as she dealt the cards.
 
   “Ben have you ever had a girlfriend?” Luke asked in a serious tone.
 
   “A few how about you,” Ben asked smirking.
 
   Tessa laughed, “A few as well hu Luke.”
 
   “No not really only dated two just fucked the others,” he said “two to you Ben, how long did you date your girlfriends?” he asked.
 
   Ben laughed, “Um let’s see one for a year and the others for about six months.”
 
   “Did you have sex with them,” Luke asked.
 
   “Yes actually. Sorry no pictures or videos to share,” Ben said and laughed.
 
    Tessa laughed and shook her head and looked at Luke, what was he doing she thought.
 
   “You play basketball?” Luke asked.
 
   “Yep, love the game,” Ben said and smiled, “and you?”
 
   “I am, but football is my thing,” he said and smiled back, but you already know that BEN he thought.
 
   “So Tessa are you playing any winter sports?” Ben asked.
 
   “Nope I am up to my elbows in Avita,” she smiled.
 
   “Come again?” Ben laughed, Tessa looked at Luke and grinned.
 
   “It our school musical,” she smiled.
 
   “Tessa has the lead in Avita,” Becca explained.
 
   “You sing?” Ben asked.
 
   “I do,” Tessa replied.
 
   “Awesome, I play guitar,” he said. 
 
   Tessa grinned looking down not wanting to see Luke’s expression.
 
   “Do you go to church Ben?” Becca asked.
 
   “Yep, not as much as I should but I do,” Ben said and smiled. 
 
   Luke threw down two jacks and they took four. “Are we done now?”
 
   “No man we play to fifteen,” Ben said and smiled and pointed to Luke’s seat, “I’m not done with you yet.”
 
   Tessa laughed and looked at Luke who was clearly annoyed and bit her cheeks to try to stop.
 
   “Hey Luke can we do this?” she asked.
 
   “Absolutely,” Luke said as he sat.
 
   “Good,” she said, “I like this game, so Ben do you dance?”
 
   “A little,” he said smirking, “I bid 3.” 
 
   “I go four,” Luke said immediately not waiting his turn or looking at his cards.
 
   Tessa and Becca laughed.
 
   Luke led with the queen of hearts, and smiled at Tessa who looked terrified, she threw the 2, Ben a seven and Becca could not follow suit. Luke threw the King of hearts, Tessa the ten, and Ben the eight. Tessa looked at Luke and laughed. He threw six, Ben threw a jack and smiled, Tessa threw the ace. They all laughed. When the game was over Luke got up and walked away.
 
   ~
 
   “So Tess how long did you two date?” Ben asked smiling.
 
   “Not long,” she said and blushed.
 
   “Long enough, I mean are you done with it?” Ben asked thoughtfully.
 
   “Yes I am, but he and I are friends,” she said and looked him in the eyes.
 
   “That’s it?” Ben asked.
 
   “Yep,” Tessa smiled.
 
   “Good, he’s not going to get all crazy on me is he? I would hate to have to kick his ass in front of you,” Ben said and winked.
 
   She laughed, “No he’s a good guy.”
 
   “Go for a walk with me?” Ben asked.
 
   “Sure Ben,” she said and smiled. They walked down to the pond.
 
   “I have to tell you Tessa, I have been crushing on you since I was about five,” Ben said and laughed.
 
   “Oh ya?” she said, “so where were you three months ago?” she asked. He laughed.
 
   “When you’re available and if you’re interested let me know Tess,” he said.
 
   “I will definitely keep that in mind,” she said, “In the meantime tell me about yourself Ben.”
 
   “Ask me anything you want Tess, I am an open book,” Ben said and he smiled.
 
   “Okay let’s walk, favorite subject?” Tessa asked.
 
   They walked back down to the cabin as she asked him several questions. Ben’s favorite subject was Science, his favorite color was green, his favorite sport to play was basketball, he loves water sports, music, racing dirt bike, hanging out with his boys, he went to church camp every summer until his sophomore year, his parents were still together, none of his relationships ended badly, all in fact because the girls moved. He didn’t feel the need to keep in contact with them but was friends with them on Facebook which he reminded her she had not accepted his request yet. 
 
   They walked in and grabbed a drink and walked back out to the porch, Ben sat down “Your turn Tessa. I want to know everything. She felt comfortable enough to tell him about everything except that she loved Luke. 
 
   They went inside smiling, Alex invited Ben to stay at the house and join them in the hot tub. “If Tess doesn’t mind I would love to,” Ben said.
 
   “Sounds like fun,” Tessa said.
 
   “I will meet you guys there,” she said and she cleaned up in the camp. Luke had already started cleaning. 
 
   “How’s it going?” Luke asked avoiding eye contact.
 
   “Alright,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “Cool,” Luke said quickly.
 
   “Look I am in no hurry Luke, I am still not over my ex,” Tessa said moving in front of him so he had to look at her.
 
   “I am alright Tessa okay,” he said looking quickly at her.
 
   “Then take me home and get in the hot tub with us,” she said and stomped her foot.
 
   “Ok,” he said. He double bagged the garbage and threw it in the back of his SUV.
 
   They pulled in and Luke dropped her by the door and drove out back to put the garbage in the dumpster. 
 
   ~
 
   When he went in Tessa was coming out, she had on swim shorts and a rash guard long sleeved swim top, he laughed as he walked by, “What,” she asked.
 
   “That’s a lot of clothes for a hot tub,” he said as he bound up the stairs. 
 
   Tessa ran up behind him, “Fine, I really feel like you’re trying to whore me out!” 
 
   She took the shirt off and threw it at him; he looked at her and saw her bare back. He stood and watched her as she slipped a top over her and tried to tie it. She stomped her foot.
 
   “Let me get that,” he said softly. “I am not, I just want you to be happy,” Luke said and spun her around and kissed the top of her head. He looked down and pulled her top up a bit. “Perfect,” he said. She stared at him “Go Tessa, I will be out in a few minutes.”
 
   She walked out and put her towel down as she got in. “Sit here Tessa,” Ben said standing up and reaching for her hand. Shit she thought he was perfect, too he has some hair on his belly but he was built a lot like Luke. Tessa sat and Alex turned on the music. After a couple songs Luke came out and brought everyone sodas. He opened Tessa’s before he handed it to her. They all thanked him, he stepped in and Tessa put a towel over her face. 
 
   “So you guys hunting all week?” Ben asked.
 
   “I will go out before school and after practice,” Alex said.
 
   “How about you Luke?” Ben asked smiling.
 
   “I’m not sure yet, this is my first year, gotta see how I like it,” Luke said sitting down.
 
   “Nice, I bet you’ll love it,” Ben said, “Hey Tessa you still cry if someone shoots a doe?” 
 
   “Yes,” she said and smiled, “no actually, I don’t care.”
 
   “Yes she does,” Alex laughed, “she just doesn’t try to beat us up anymore. Oh and Bambi is way off limits.”
 
   She took the towel off her face and splashed Alex and laughed.
 
   Tessa looked at Luke and his eyes were twinkling. She put the towel back over her face and laid back. Alex turned up the music and Two Princes by the Black Crows started playing. Ben laughed, he had a good laugh. Tessa bit her lip and tried not to smile.
 
   “Tessa why aren’t you singing tonight?” Luke asked with a smile in his voice, “you always sing.”
 
   “Come on Tessa let’s hear you sing,” Ben said.
 
   “Seriously what is this eighth grade or a Broadway production,” she said and giggled, “I’m good.” 
 
   The song ended and she took the towel off her head and sat up. She took a sip of her soda. “You boys need to be up early don’t stay out here too late.”
 
   Tessa stood up and walked past them, she stepped out of the hot tub and walked inside. Alex watched as Ben and Luke both stared at her the whole time. 
 
   “Do you know how disturbing it is to watch you two checking her out like that?” Alex asked. 
 
   They looked at each other and laughed. “If she wasn’t your sister you’d be doing it too,” Ben said.
 
   “Alright, that’s my queue, Luke you can close this up right?” Alex asked. 
 
   “Yep, see you inside,” Luke said. 
 
   “Well this is uncomfortable,” Ben said and laughed.
 
   “I don’t think so,” Luke said.
 
   “As soon as you left the game I asked Tessa how long you two dated,” Ben said.
 
   “She and I are friends, as long as you’re a good guy, I am cool with that, I just want her be happy man, she is special,” Luke warned.
 
   “Well what happened with you two?” Ben asked.
 
   “She didn’t tell you?” he asked.
 
   “No,” Ben said.
 
   “She deserves better,” Luke said and looked away.
 
   “Says you or her?” Ben asked.
 
   “Me,” Luke said.
 
   “Alright then, no rush here,” Ben said.
 
   “Good,” Luke said, “she deserves the best Ben.”
 
   “Agreed,” he said and stuck out his hand. Luke shook it, “You sure you’re done?” 
 
   “Yes,” Luke said and cleared his throat. As if I have a choice he thought.
 
   “Okay, I don’t want to be the rebound Luke I can wait,” he said “You live here man?” 
 
   “Probably until after the holidays,” Luke answered.
 
   ~
 
   They went inside and Tessa was sitting at the computer on Facebook. Ben leaned over her and clicked on friend requests, he clicked on his name, “You take it from here Ross,” she pushed accept. He sat down next to her and dried his hair with the towel. “Click on my page, I will show you around.”
 
   Tessa clicked on his page and went straight to pictures, he showed her his best friends and she saw him in a band. “You have a band?” she asked. 
 
   “Sure do,” Ben said and smiled.
 
   “You sing,” she asked.
 
   “Some of the songs but I also play the guitar,” he said and smiled. “You’ll have to come see us sometime.”
 
   “I would like that,” she said.
 
   Ben showed her his mother, his ex-girlfriends and some pictures of him being crowned Homecoming king. She laughed and Luke came into the kitchen still in his swim bottoms, he washed out his glass and put it in the strainer. 
 
   “Hey Luke, Ben was homecoming king too,” she said and laughed.
 
   “Cool, three for three Tessa,” he said and messed up her hair as he walked by. 
 
   “What’s that about?” Ben asked smiling.
 
   She clicked on her page and showed him Toby, “This is Toby, possibly my future husband,” she said and laughed “he was my date to homecoming. He was homecoming king three years ago.” 
 
   “Nice Tess, you deserve royalty,” Ben said and smiled.
 
   ~
 
   They all went to bed without alarms, John stayed at camp. Like clockwork she woke at around 2:30 and Luke went in. He had promised her a couple weeks ago he would wake her and he decided he should in case Ben woke up hearing her. “Tessa you’re okay, wake up,” Luke said. 
 
   “Everything okay?” Ben asked sleepily as he walked in. 
 
   “Yep she does this every night, she has for a few weeks,” Luke said. “Tessa wake up, you’re okay, everyone is fine,” she started crying, he started to pick her up and looked at Ben. “You wanna take care if this?” 
 
   “Sure I guess,” Ben said looking confused.
 
   “You have to pick her up,” Luke said and he did, she grabbed his neck and cried softly. “You may want to talk to her and try to calm her down,” Luke instructed anxiously. 
 
   Ben sat “Tess wake up girl,” he said. She opened her eyes, “she’s awake.”
 
   “No she’s not, she will probably kiss you,” Luke warned him, and probably say my name he thought.
 
   She did and he slowly pulled away, “Dude this is odd.”
 
   “I can leave,” Luke said. 
 
   Fuck that he thought. 
 
   “Tessa wake up,” he said and shook her lightly. “Tessa wake up,” he said in a firmer louder tone.
 
   Tessa jumped and looked around confused. She looked at Ben and then at Luke who knelt before her, her eyes got wide; she stood up and ran down the stairs. 
 
   ~
 
   She sat in the bathroom crying and Luke opened the door. “Tessa,” he said. “Are you awake now?” he asked.
 
   “Yes I’m awake,” she snapped.
 
    She was angry and confused.
 
   “Are you mad at me?” Luke asked confused. 
 
   “Yes,” she said.
 
   “He heard you and walked in as I was trying to wake you. I told him to pick you up, and he did, you kissed him,” Luke said.
 
   “I what? And you let me?” she snapped. 
 
   “Tessa it may have been more odd if you were kissing me in front of him,” he said trying to make some sense out of what happened. “Or not I don’t know, Tessa what the fuck did you want me to do?” he asked and now he was mad.
 
   “I don’t know get Alex,” Tessa said and cried.
 
   “That would be a bit odd watching you shove your tongue in your brother’s mouth,” they looked at each other, both pissed off and then they both started laughing. He wiped her tears away and kissed the top of her head. “Sorry baby I didn’t know what to do.” 
 
   “This needs to stop, I need to know why I am doing this,” she said.
 
   “On a positive note you didn’t ask him to do the things you ask me to do,” Luke laughed and she slugged him. 
 
   They walked up the stairs and Alex and Ben were sitting in her room, “You okay Tessa,” Alex asked.
 
   “Ya I guess I have kind of been freaking out at night, Ben I am sorry I shoved my tongue down your throat, however as Luke kindly pointed out at least it wasn’t Alex who I tried to assault,” she smiled.
 
   “Tessa Ross you don’t have to be sorry, I really enjoyed it,” Ben smiled.
 
   Alex smacked him, “I am going to stay in here tonight,” he grabbed the bottle of water off his night stand, “this should work to wake you up.”
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   Tessa woke up feeling like she hadn’t slept at all. She went downstairs and made sausage gravy, the biscuits where in the oven. She threw her hair up and popped in Bambi. She sat and watched it as the guys came down the stairs one by one. They all walked into the kitchen “What is she watching,” Ben asked smiling.
 
   “Bambi, she has watched that every year on opening day since she was four,” Alex said and rolled his eyes. “She doesn’t like hunting but she likes guns and bows. Weird hu?”
 
   Luke walked in and sat next to her, “Good movie?” 
 
   She smirked at him and winked. 
 
   Ben walked in and handed her and Luke plates, they thanked him. He returned and sat on the other side of her. 
 
   “Good morning Tess, thanks for breakfast, is this venison sausage,” Ben asked.
 
   Alex walked in and gasped.
 
    “Nope,” she said and gave him a dirty look.
 
   “You guys out, cause I can get you a whole freezer full probably within the next few days,” Ben smiled at her and she smacked him in the stomach, he laughed, “Hurt your hand Ross,” he asked and dodged the next one. 
 
   Alex laughed, Luke watched her try not to laugh. 
 
   “You see once the momma gets nailed the baby should immediately get it. It is awful to make that baby walk around the scary woods alone; he is going to starve anyways. Plus that is the best venison, nice and tender,” Ben jumped up just in time.
 
   They all laughed including Tessa. 
 
   Alex and Ben walked out to the kitchen to put there empty plates in the sink.
 
   “You sleep okay?” Luke asked.
 
   “No I feel like garbage,” she admitted.
 
   He felt her head “You don’t feel warm.”
 
   “No I feel like I didn’t sleep,” she said and shook her head, “It’s your fault,” she whispered.
 
   “Sorry baby,” he said and smirked.
 
   ~
 
   She slept most of the day. Jade dropped Tessa off at camp before lunch. She plugged in the crock pots so they would be warm for lunch. Alex, Luke, and Ben walked out of the woods first. Ben was all smiles. “Hey Tessa, did you warn Bambi to hide on me today?” She smiled and shook her head yes.
 
   “Anyone get a deer yet?” she asked.
 
   “Luke got four doe but they’re kind of small,” Ben said and laughed.  Luke smiled and shook his head no. “No but seriously he had three in front of him and didn’t even shoot one.”
 
   “Okay I am already bored of this deer talk. Lunch is warming up, give it twenty minutes, if you can’t wait there are sandwiches in the cooler. Have fun, Luke can I talk you.” Tessa asked looking at him.
 
   He smiled as he ran up to her.
 
   ”Do you like it?” she smirked, “you don’t have to you know.”
 
   “It is fine, I will try it, who knows after I have done it once I may like it,” he said trying not to smile. 
 
   “Nice Luke, I am working tonight are you still?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Yes why?” Luke asked.
 
   “I just wondered,” she bit her lip and grinned.
 
   “What’s going on Tessa?” Luke asked looking curiously at her.
 
   “I can’t sleep and I am tired, I just thought maybe, you could, help me out,” Tessa said smirking and grabbing his shirt.
 
   “Tessa,” he groaned. 
 
   “What?” she said and stomped her foot, “I’m tired and irritable.” 
 
   Luke walked back to camp and yelled in, “Hey Alex, Tessa just reminded me we have to work tonight, I am going to take off okay?” he said not taking his eyes off Tessa.
 
   “Sure man see you later, we will probably stop up for dinner,” Alex said.
 
   “Bye Ben, see you later,” Tessa yelled.
 
   “Bye Ben,” he said mocking her. They both laughed.
 
   ~
 
   He drove and she couldn’t keep her hands off of him, they pulled into the farm and she kissed him wildly and put her hand on him, “Tessa,” he whispered.
 
   An hour later they walked in the house and he ran up and changed and brought laundry down. He threw in a load and walked into the living room, she pushed him down on the couch and went to the bathroom and came out and lay next to him. She pulled the blanket off the back of the couch and covered them up and put her back to his chest and wrapped his arms around her and fell asleep within five minutes.
 
    What the hell was that he wondered? Why had she acted like that, not that he wanted to complain but Tessa didn’t act like that. He watched her as she slept, and after awhile he fell asleep. 
 
   Luke woke up and scooted out from behind her. He walked into the kitchen and grabbed a glass of water. He picked up the junk mail on the counter and threw it in the trash; he saw a bottle buried beneath some papers and pulled it out, it was cinnamon schnapps. Exactly what she tasted like, he had thought it was gum but now he knew differently.
 
   When she woke up he handed her a couple pain relievers and some water. Tessa looked at him and he was not happy.
 
    “Feeling better Tessa?” Luke asked crossing his arms in front of himself. 
 
   “Yea a little,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “What was that all about earlier?” he asked.
 
   “I guess I missed you,” Tessa said.
 
   “Okay now the truth, how did you get to camp?” he asked.
 
   “Jade dropped me off,” she said.
 
   “Why didn’t you drive?” he asked with anger in his voice.
 
   “I wasn’t feeling well?” Tessa said answering with a question in her voice.
 
   “Why Tessa?” he snapped.
 
   She looked at him and yelled, “Because I can’t sleep, because you’re trying to push me off on anyone you can, because life fucking sucks Luke, because I can!” she stood up and went to walk away, he grabbed her and pushed her on the couch.
 
   “What else you got Tessa?” Luke yelled back at her.
 
   “Fuck you!” she said and stood up he grabbed her and she tried to get away, “Let me go!” she screamed, “Let me go, damn it!” She stopped fighting and started crying “Just let me go.”
 
   She turned her back to him and his arm was around her waist. He sat down and pulled her on his lap and she sobbed, “I can’t do this anymore you have to let me get through this Luke I love you and it hurts, I can’t do this anymore.” 
 
   Luke held her as she cried and hugged her and kissed her head.
 
   “I need you to be okay,” he said softly.
 
   “Well that’s not going to happen, it’s going to get ugly Luke, I promise you that,” Tessa said through breaths.
 
   “Tessa I need you to be safe,” Luke said.
 
   “Oh I will be,” she said laughing.
 
   “I am sorry,” he said.
 
   “Stop saying that,” Tessa yelled, “I am pretty sure this wasn’t part of some evil plan, it’s my life and right now it fucking sucks!”
 
   Tessa walked into the bathroom and showered. She walked out in a towel and walked past him up the stairs; she grabbed tight jeans and a button up shirt and put it on. She kept it low enough so that her bra showed. She walked down the stairs and he was pacing back and forth. She went into the kitchen and grabbed a beer out of the fridge and walked past him into the bathroom and he grabbed the can out of her hand, it was empty. She laughed. He followed her into the bathroom, she put on makeup and did her hair. 
 
   Tessa looked at him and smiled, “Does it look okay? Am I showing enough skin? You know like the bathing suit last night, hey at the bar tonight maybe you could pick out the lucky guy I fuck tonight,” Tessa said and laughed. His eyes were hurt and she looked away, “unless of course you want to fuck me now,” she said as she took her shirt off and unsnapped her bra. He turned around to walk out and she reached around him and grabbed him and squeezed gently, “Come on Luke, don’t turn your back on me, shit in a few months, maybe less I will catch up to your dozen, then will you want me?” she asked. He pushed her hand away and walked out closing the door behind him. “It certainly won’t take four fucking years!” 
 
   She walked out to the kitchen and grabbed the keys. He grabbed them out of her hands. 
 
   “I need to go to work Lucas. I get to sing tonight,” Tessa said smiling.
 
   Luke took her hand and led her to his SUV, she got in. He jumped in and buckled her seat belt and then his and he pulled out the driveway and started down the road. 
 
   “Wrong way baby,” she laughed. “Look at that we have an hour to kill before we have to be there, maybe you could drop me off at the pizza shop and I can go fuck Pizza Boy. Someone will want me Luke, I have thrown myself at you and you sure don’t want me. But you go and FUCK her. Sorry I can’t live up to idea of fuckable bitches, but I am going to work on that,” she screamed.
 
   “Luke where are we going?” she yelled.
 
   “To see your mother,” he said calmly.
 
   “Fuck you, I will jump out,” she said unbuckling her seat belt, he quickly pulled over and she tried to open the door.
 
    Luke slammed it shut and she spit in his face. He wiped his face, she froze. He grabbed her phone and called her mother. She was there in ten minutes. Tessa said nothing to Luke and he said nothing to her.
 
   “I’m sorry about this Mrs. Ross; I know this is because of me,” Luke said fighting the urge to cry.
 
   “You and me both Luke,” Maggie said and smiled, “Thank you,” she said and hugged him. 
 
   Maggie got in the car and drove to her place, no words were spoken. Tessa’s grandmother was there with the kids and she looked at Tessa “Have you slept with that boy?” she asked.
 
   “No Grandma, but I sure did try,” Tessa said and laughed.
 
   “Shame on you,” she said and slapped her across the face.
 
   Tessa walked into the extra bedroom and shut the door, she laid down and texted Luke
 
   -I fucking hate you!...Tessa
 
   - I know…L
 
   -No you don’t but you will…Tessa
 
   -That’s the plan…L
 
   -Who the fuck do you think you are?...Tessa.
 
   He did not reply and she passed out.
 
   ~
 
   Luke went to work. Alex came out back, “Where is Tessa?”
 
   “She is at your Mom’s,” Luke said. 
 
   “Why?” he asked.
 
   “Not sure?” Luke said looking down.
 
   “Luke, what’s going on?” Alex asked.
 
   “Alex she was drunk and acting crazy. I know it’s because of the shit I have brought into her life; I didn’t know what else to do. So I tried to take her there, she threatened and tried to jump out of the car. I pulled over and called Maggie. Your Aunt thinks Tessa is sick. You decide whether or not to tell your Dad. I am taking off for a couple days, going to stay with my Dad, and then I need to talk to the Judge and convince him I can stay home. I can’t do this shit to her anymore Alex, I love her and it’s fucking shattering her,” Luke was about ready to break down and Ben walked in.
 
   “Hey where is Tess?” Ben asked.
 
   “She didn’t feel well so Luke took her to Mom’s,” Alex said, “I will be out in a minute okay? You sure you can miss school man?” 
 
   “I have only missed two and a half days, if you would text me the assignments, we are in most of the same classes, if you don’t mind,” Luke asked politely.
 
   “No not at all,” Alex said, “You know this isn’t your fault Luke right?” 
 
   Luke smiled, “Then whose is it?” he asked, “I will be fine, just make sure Tessa is please.”
 
   ~
 
   Tessa went home with Jade after church, “You okay Tessa?”
 
   “Nope, but I will be,” Tessa said, she ran upstairs and Luke’s bed had not been slept in, some of his stuff was gone. She ran downstairs and looked at Jade, “He’s not here.”
 
   “Tessa he went to visit his father, he is going to stay there for a couple of days. Luke is going to try to talk to the Judge and see if he can go home, he is hurting and more than anything that’s going on he is hurting because he has hurt you.” 
 
   “How do you know this?” Tessa cried.
 
   “Tommy talked to him last night,” Jade said. “Tessa you need to walk away, this is breaking you,” she said.
 
   “If he leaves I will fall apart Jade I love him,” she cried.
 
   “No Tessa you won’t, you’ll be fine,” Jade said soothing her.
 
   Tessa grabbed her phone and called Luke.
 
   “Hello,” he answered immediately.
 
   She hung up.
 
   “Tessa you do know about caller ID right?” Jade smiled.
 
   Tessa’s phone rang
 
   “Hello,” Tessa answered.
 
   “What’s up Tessa?” Luke asked in a clipped tone.
 
   She began to cry, “I’m sorry Luke, I am so sorry.”
 
   “It’s all good Tessa,” Luke said, his voice sounded cold.
 
   “When will you be back,” she asked.
 
   “In a couple days,” Luke said using the same tone.
 
   “I want to see you now,” Tessa said as her voice cracked.
 
   “Sorry Tessa,” he said quickly.
 
   “You hate me?” she asked.
 
   “No, but you told me you hated me, or no fucking hated me, not too long after you spit in my face,” he said and she could tell he was livid.
 
   “You took me to my mother drunk,” she snapped.
 
   “You were acting like my mother on a bad night,” he laughed “What did you want me to do? Oh that’s right drop you off to the Pizza Boy so he could fuck you.”
 
   “You’re being mean,” Tessa said softly.
 
   “Yep,” Luke said.
 
   “You’re trying to make me hate you,” she whispered.
 
   “It’ll happen anyways,” he said.
 
   “You know I wish I recorded the stuff you said to me when I finally talked to you after two fucking weeks that started this shit again, I was doing fine,” Tessa yelled. 
 
   “I wish you recorded it Tessa because you’re certainly not living up to your end of that conversation, actually you’re acting like a crazy X,” Luke hissed.
 
   “And you just shattered my already broken heart,” Tessa said trying to keep her voice from cracking.
 
   He didn’t answer, he was trying to breathe through this, “Anything else Tessa?” 
 
   “Drive safe when you come home… asshole,” she whispered softly.
 
   He smiled, “Will do, is that it?”
 
   “No,” she said.
 
   “Then let’s have it, come on TT let me have it,” Luke breathed out.
 
   “I Love you,” she said and cried.
 
   “Damn it Tessa,” Luke said, she heard him take a deep breath and his voice cracked, “Goodbye.”
 
   “Jade I can’t do this,” she cried handing the phone to Jade. Jade hung up the phone.
 
   ~
 
   Luke walked into the bathroom and knelt down and breathed deeply, this is what it feels like he thought, what he had done to so many different girls, this tearing pain that would not go away. This is what it felt like sober and it sucked.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa fell asleep before the guys came home. She woke up screaming at 2:30 and Ben came in. “Tessa wake up sweetheart,” he picked her up and rocked her, she hugged him and kissed him, “I’m sorry,” she repeated over and over again. He started to sing to her and she relaxed. He put her down and she began to cry. “Please don’t go she need’s you,” Kendall said, he sat her up and laid her head on his chest and he played with her hair and sang to her until he fell asleep.
 
   Ben woke up in the morning and looked at her and smiled. 
 
   “Hey Tessa” he said, “Good morning.”
 
   She jumped up, “Hello,” she said, “I’m sorry.” 
 
   “From what I understand it comes with the territory,” Ben smiled. 
 
   “Did I, I mean can you tell me what happened?” she asked.
 
   He told her what she did and said, and that he had sang to her.
 
   “What did you sing?” she asked curious.
 
   “Small Town, a Pearl Jam song,” Ben said and laughed a cute confused laugh.
 
   “I love that song,” Tessa smiled. 
 
   “Well maybe we need to try music at night,” Ben suggested, “Maybe we you could start that when I leave, I kind of like kissing you,” he said and smiled.
 
   “Kind of?” Tessa asked.
 
   “By the end of the week I hope to know what it’s like when you’re awake,” Ben said.
 
   “You know you’re hot right?” Tessa said and covered her mouth quickly.
 
   He blushed; “I guess if you say so.”
 
   “You know I am a train wreck right?” she asked.
 
   “So you keep telling me,” Ben smiled “We can fix that. What time do you have to go to school?” he asked.
 
   “Eight why?” she asked. 
 
   “It’s seven fifteen,” Ben said and laughed.
 
   “Where is Alex?” she said as she ran out the door and he followed her down the stairs.
 
   “I assume in the woods, get ready I will take you there,” Ben laughed.
 
   Tessa showered and got dressed, she quickly put on some make up and brushed her teeth. Tessa was drying her hair when Ben walked in. She smiled and flipped her hair over to dry the back. Ben sat on the floor and fed her fruit, she laughed. 
 
   When she was done drying her hair she flipped her hair and went to put it in a ponytail. “Are you crazy,” he said looking at her “Leave it down Tess, it’s gorgeous,” he said and ran his hand through it. Ben took her hand and grabbed the bagel and water bottle off the counter, “Let’s get you to school.”
 
   He opened the door for her and shut it behind her. Ben jumped in and drove down the road. He told her to eat the bagel and she did. He pulled in the school and jumped out and opened the door for her and hugged her. 
 
   “Whore,” Sadi said as she walked by.
 
   “Good at it,” Tessa yelled to her disgusted.
 
   “Really?” Ben said laughing.
 
   “No not really, actually Ben you should know I have kissed two guys and well now three, although I don’t remember your kiss. I have never had sex,” she said, “So no I am not a whore, but if that’s what she needs to think then I will let her.”
 
   “What’s her name?” Ben asked and she told him. “Hey Sadi,” he yelled “Check this out!”
 
   Ben pulled Tessa into him and pulled her hair gently back and kissed her. Slow soft kisses, his lips tasted like mint, and he was a damn good kisser, he didn’t stop either, he kissed her until she felt dizzy. She kissed him back gently. He moaned and lightly grabbed her face and pulled away. 
 
   “Nice Tess,” he said. Ben pulled her back to him and kissed her again “Do you have to go to school or can you stay home and do that with me all day?” he asked breathlessly.
 
   “Ben, that was…,” she smiled, “I have to go to school.” 
 
   “When are you done?” he asked.
 
   Tessa told him and he said he would pick her up.
 
   ~
 
   She walked into school as she sent Luke a message
 
   -kissed the boy while I woke screaming last night, you weren’t there. Kissed the boy when he dropped me off at school today, you weren’t there. Probably tonight when I scream I will be thinking of you and do more than kiss the boy. That should make you very happy. And maybe by then I won’t hurt each time I kiss the boy because I am missing you.
 
   Luke read the message and felt just as he knew he should, like someone had kicked him in the heart.
 
   ~
 
   Ben pulled in to pick Tessa up. He leaned against the truck and waited for her. 
 
   Sadi walked out and looked at him; she decided she would have a chat with Tessa’s friend.
 
   “You’re Tessa’s new friend?” Sadi asked him.
 
   Ben looked at her and narrowed his eyes and smiled, “You the bitch that was talking shit to her this morning?”
 
   “Well that wasn’t very nice,” Sadi said and smiled.
 
   “You don’t seem like the type that like’s nice, Sadi is it?” Ben said looking past her for Tessa.
 
   “I prefer bitch, thank you. What’s your name?” she said and laughed.
 
   “I prefer that you leave her alone, and that’s none of your business,” Ben sneered.
 
   “The farm girl seems to get all in my business so I am just returning the favor,” she smiled, “Luke is my business, keep her away from him and I just may leave her alone.”
 
   “Luke’s a big boy, I think he can take care of himself,” Ben said finally looking at her.
 
   She rubbed her belly, “In a few short months he’ll be taking care of more than just himself,” she said and smiled.
 
   “Oh now I see, you’re pregnant?” Ben asked and chuckled.
 
   “Yep and he and I will be happy as long as you take care of the trash,” Sadi said.
 
   “You know that’s no way to keep a guy,” he said looking at her like he was disgusted.
 
   “Well now that’s none of your business is it?” Sadi smiled smugly.
 
   “Hey Ben is she bugging you?” Tessa called from behind Sadi.
 
   “No Tess, she doesn’t, I feel sorry for her skank ass though. And even more sorry for our friend Luke,” Ben laughed. 
 
   He walked up to her and grabbed her bag and kissed her cheek. 
 
   “You ready to go?” he asked.
 
   “Oh look at you two; someday you’ll probably be raising pigs on that farm of yours together,” Sadi said sarcastically.
 
   “And you’ll be living with your Momma in a dump with a baby that he didn’t want as he ruins his life for a bitch like you,” Tessa said as she opened the door to get in. 
 
   Sadi grabbed her hair and scratched at her face. Ben pulled Sadi off, “Get in Tess, she isn’t worth it,” he said as he carried Sadi over to the girls standing and watching it all go down. “You ladies want to take care of this shit?” he asked and set her down next to the crowd of cheerleaders. 
 
   They all smiled at him.
 
    He certainly had the same effect on the girls as Luke did, except he didn’t even seem to notice it, Tessa thought watching him.
 
   Ben opened the back door of his truck and grabbed a First Aid kit, and wiped the blood off her face, it was very close to her eye, and she tensed up. “Sorry Tess, just don’t want to see you catch whatever it is that rabid bitch may have,” Ben said as he cleaned her up.
 
   Ben got in the truck and pulled her over to him and kissed her face where Sadi had scratched her, “Thanks Ben,” she said.
 
   “So you and Luke broke up because that nasty thing is pregnant?” Ben asked.
 
   She looked at him, “She told you?” Tessa asked shocked.
 
   “Yep, like it was some sort of victory,” Ben said, “Damn I feel sorry for that kid, and for Luke.”
 
   “Me too,” she said softly.
 
   “Is he sure she is pregnant?” Ben asked as they approached the stop sign.
 
   “What do you mean? He had sex with her and I guess she showed him a test,” Tessa said.
 
   “I mean has he been to the doctor’s with her?” Ben asked.
 
   “No I don’t think so,” Tessa said.
 
   “As crazy as her ass is I can’t believe he slept with her, as smart as he seems, he certainly should have more proof than a damn stick that she may or may not have pissed on,” Ben said.
 
   He pulled into the driveway and jumped out and opened her door, he kissed her head.  “You wanna go to camp and see what I got today?” he asked smiling.
 
   “Does it have horns?” she asked.
 
   “No, spots and a pacifier still in its mouth,” Ben said and laughed as she smacked him.
 
   “Then no,” she said as she stomped in the house.
 
   “When do you get home tonight?” Ben called after her.
 
   “About nine,” Tessa said.
 
   “See you then,” Ben yelled, “Hot tub date?” 
 
   “I’m mad at you remember?” she said.
 
   “You’ll get over it,” Ben said as he jumped in the truck and pulled out waving.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa walked inside and texted Luke.
 
   -you need to come home and put that bitch on a leash…Tessa
 
   She fixed her hair and took off her sweater and took a picture of her face and sent it to him.
 
   Two minutes later her phone rang and it was Luke.
 
   “Who did that to you ba, Tessa?” Luke asked.
 
   “Sadi,” she said quietly as she tried to control her voice.
 
   “Are you okay?” he asked. He sounded angry.
 
   “No,” she said and swallowed hard.
 
   “What happened Tessa?” he said softly.
 
   She was quiet and he could tell she was trying to calm herself down and he waited for her reply.
 
   She told him what happened. “Luke have you gone to the doctor with her?” she asked.
 
   “No why?” Luke asked confused.
 
   “What if she’s really not pregnant?” Tessa asked.
 
   “Tessa, I wish that were true,” he said quietly.
 
   “Okay well I just think you should,” she suggested softly.
 
   “You going to be okay,” he asked.
 
   “Are you?” she replied.
 
   “I have to be and so do you,” he said softly.
 
   “Ok then. I miss you and I am sorry for the other day, can you please come home?” she asked softly.
 
   “I will see you soon Tessa,” he said “Goodbye,” and he hung up.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa lay on the couch and cried until she fell asleep. She woke up and went to practice. Tessa came home and went to bed. 
 
   “Hey Tess,” Ben said from the doorway, “You asleep?” he asked.
 
   “I was,” she smiled.
 
   “Ok, no hot tub then?” Ben asked and smiled.
 
   “Not with a Bambi killer,” she said and raised her eyebrow at him.
 
   Ben laughed, “Hey I made you a CD,” he said, “you know to help you sleep.”
 
   “Come in Bambi slayer,” she said and patted the bed.
 
   He walked in and popped it in her CD player, “We can set it up on your iPod tomorrow.”
 
   “No let’s do it now,” she said and got up, they walked downstairs. 
 
   “Hey Tessa did Ben tell you he got a six point today?” Alex asked.
 
   “No he told me he killed Bambi,” she said and shook her head at him.
 
   “Your sister’s hot when she is pissed, I couldn’t help myself,” Ben admitted and they all laughed. 
 
   They downloaded the disk and set it up on her iPod. The boys ate and went to bed. Tessa put in her earplugs and lay on the couch. She smiled at the music, very soft and very sweet. She switched to the Luke playlist and cried softly as she listened to the last two he had added, remembering the beautiful day they spent and the words she wished he had never said to her.
 
   ~
 
   Tessa woke up and looked around, Luke was sitting at the foot of the couch with her feet resting on them. She sat up and wondered if she was dreaming, he looked at her and she crawled on his lap and touched his face, she had to be dreaming. She kissed him and he kissed her back. She took his shirt off and kissed his chest. She moved back to his lips. She whispered, “Don’t wake up Tessa,” over and over between kisses. She took his hands and placed one on her back and held the other to her chest. She closed her eyes and took a deep breath, she smelled him, “I love you Lucas,” she whispered as she kissed his neck, “Run away with me,” she said. She kissed his chest and lay against him. “I love you, please don’t ever leave me again,” she said and tears fell onto his chest.
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   Tessa woke up in the morning and remembered her dream. She showered and made breakfast. She was dancing to the music when Ben and Alex walked in.
 
   “Good morning Tess,” Ben said, “You look happy this morning.”
 
   “I am I slept very well,” Tessa said. 
 
   “Steak and eggs hu, I guess so remember anything,” Ben asked smiling.
 
   “I do I remember the whole dream; it seemed real,” she said. “Ready to take on the world,” she smiled.
 
   Luke walked in the kitchen; “Good morning,” he said and grabbed a glass of milk.
 
   “You going to school today or hunting?” Ben asked.
 
   “I need to go to school,” Luke said.
 
   “What time did you get in?” Alex asked.
 
   “About two,” Luke said and yawned, “Good morning, Tessa” he said.
 
   “Good morning Luke,” she smiled thinking of her dream.
 
   “Tess remembers her dream, she said she slept well, must have been the music,” Ben said and winked at her. He threw the last bite of egg in his mouth. “You going to take Tess to school?” Ben asked Luke.
 
   “I can,” Luke said quietly.
 
   “Good because I wouldn’t want to run into that Sadi thing again, she told me she was pregnant right before she went all rabid dog on Tess. You know there is anal for that kind of girl,” Ben said and laughed.
 
   Tessa’s eyes widened and she held her mouth in a line trying not to laugh.
 
   “Not my thing man,” Luke said looking down.
 
   “Maybe it should be,” Ben said and he stood up and cleaned his plate.
 
   “So Ben,” Tessa said trying not to laugh “You’re into anal hu?” she asked smiling.
 
   “I am in to all sorts of things,” Ben said and winked “I like anal about as much as I like shooting Bambi, see you later Tess, maybe we can talk about it more when you are done with practice,” Ben kissed her cheek and left.
 
   ~
 
   “That’s disgusting,” Luke said, “Maybe you should rethink the whole Ben thing.” 
 
   Tessa laughed, “I don’t know maybe I will like it.”
 
   “It’s not like your dreams Tessa, I think you need to stop having them, maybe it will curb your appetite,” Luke said and raised his eyebrow.
 
   She gasped, “I was awake last night.” 
 
   “You were,” Luke tried not to smile.
 
   Her face turned red “Why didn’t you say something?”
 
   “Like what Tessa?” Luke asked annoyed.
 
   She looked down she didn’t want to upset him, she didn’t want him to leave again, “I don’t know, you’re awake might have worked,” she said quietly.
 
   “You wouldn’t have slept,” Luke said scowling and looking down. “Then you would have drank and then possibly spit in my face again,” he looked at her and glared. 
 
   “Sorry,” she said.
 
   “I bet,” Luke said.
 
   She walked over to hug him and he stiffened.
 
    “Oh,” she was surprised. “Sorry,” she said and stomped out of the room.
 
   He relaxed and grinned. 
 
   She still loves me, screw you anal Ben, he thought! 
 
   ~
 
   They rode to school together quietly, she glanced out of the corner of her eye and saw him look away. 
 
   “So you don’t like a..” Tessa started to ask.
 
   “Tessa please don’t,” he said cutting her off.
 
   She grinned and looked out the window, he glanced at her and saw her smile and shook his head, Tessa the Tease he thought.
 
   She plugged her iPod in and said “Wanna here a new song?”
 
   “Sure Tessa,” he said in the monotone voice he had been using with her lately.
 
   “It’s by Buck Cherry,” Tessa said grinning.
 
   Luke’s eyes widened, “It’s not a new song Tessa,” he said through clenched teeth.
 
   “It’s all new to me Lucas,” Tessa laughed as she blasted Crazy Bitch.
 
   As they pulled in the school driveway Luke tapped the controls on the steering wheel and turned down the music. 
 
   She jumped out and looked in at him, “You coming?” she asked.
 
   “Not yet,” he said looking at her with his eyes heavy and hot. 
 
   Tessa leaned in and looked down, “Need some help,” she whispered.
 
   Luke threw his head back against the head rest, “Go away now,” he hissed.
 
   Sadi was walking by and heard him; she smirked and walked in behind Tessa.
 
   “How’s your face farm girl,” she yelled behind her. 
 
   Luke heard her and was immediately pissed and jumped out and walked towards them.
 
   “Mine will heal, yours however will look like that forever,” Tessa saw Luke coming, “Hey Luke I think Ben was on to something, but maybe after you shove it in her ass you could gag her with it so she learns to shut the fuck up.”
 
   Sadi started running towards her. Luke grabbed her arm, “I told you to leave her the fuck alone and I wasn’t joking, she and I will be friends, you and I will be nothing Sadi do you get it? Baby or not you and I will be nothing,” Luke released her arm and she stood there.
 
   He caught up to Tessa, “You okay?”
 
   She smiled and looked down “You look better, well not better just more relaxed that was fast Luke. Dead Puppies?” she asked.
 
   “No her fucking voice,” Luke said and they both laughed.
 
   She stared at him and smiled. “What?” he asked grinning.
 
   “For a few minutes you looked happy again,” she felt her eyes get warm. “I miss that” she said and walked away.
 
   Me too he thought.
 
   ~
 
   Ben was in the parking lot when she walked out, he was changing his shirt and he saw her. “Picking me up shirtless Ben, isn’t it a bit cold out for that,” Tessa said and he walked towards her, he bent down and kissed her check. 
 
   “Didn’t think you’d like Bambi blood all over me,” Ben said laughing as he slid his sweatshirt over his head. She laughed. “Your friend Sadi is watching,” he whispered in her ear. He picked her up and threw her on his back and ran to the truck.
 
   “That show would have been more effective if you had left that damn sweatshirt off,” Tessa said smiling.
 
   “Tess have you checked out my ass? Effect enough,” Ben smiled. She looked confused and he laughed, “When you feel like it check it out I have been told it’s kind of nice,” Ben said smiling.
 
   “By lots of people?” Tessa asked curiously.
 
   “A couple, but mainly my mom,” Ben said and they both laughed.
 
   “You are a lot of fun to be around Ben,” she said, “Is there a serious side?” she asked.
 
   “Are you ready for there to be?” Ben asked. She looked confused. “Okay yes I can be serious but I love to have fun, I really like to make you laugh Ross,” he smiled. “Okay relationship talk, I already told you about the three long relationships I have been in. They were all based on friendship first and trust. I have slept with three girls, well not really slept, actually” he said laughing, “I have only actually slept with you,” he grinned. “I am very busy and active, my attention is easily distracted so I am very busy in bed as well,” she gasped “trying to be honest.”
 
   “So if you’re easily distracted how does that work then?” she asked. 
 
   “There are hundreds of ways to please someone Tess,” Ben said grinning, “busy is a good thing, I like to try and learn new things,” he paused and watched her eye’s, she was trying not to grin. “However as much as I love to be distracted I prefer the person I am with to be completely focused on me, I have issues when it comes to that, when I love or make love it’s two people, there is no other way for me.” 
 
   He pulled into the driveway and jumped out and opened her door. She was trying not to smile, and avoiding eye contact. “Can’t look at me hu?” he asked, “good that’s step one,” he said. “See you tonight Tess, oh when I walk away you could check out my ass,” he kissed her on the head and walked away.
 
   She laughed as she walked in the house. She did her homework and made dinner. She grabbed her running shoes, as she was heading out the door Luke pulled in.
 
   “Going for a run?” Luke asked.
 
   “Yep,” she said, “dinners in the oven,” she told him as she stretched out. 
 
   “I talked to Sadi today,” he said looking down. 
 
   “How did that go?” she asked. As she jumped up and down a few times.
 
   “You are very distracting,” Luke said as he watched her bounce around.
 
   “Sorry, walk with me, let’s talk,” Tessa said.
 
   “But you wanted to run,” Luke said.
 
   “I would rather talk to my friend,” Tessa said and smiled at him, “and Jade has been very busy lately.” 
 
   “So I have heard, over and over again,” Luke said laughing. 
 
   She smiled when she saw him laugh, “Your smile… God Luke I love your smile.”
 
   “Sorry,” Luke said more seriously.
 
   She smacked his back, “Don’t be sorry it makes me happy,” she said and jumped up and down again.
 
   “You are very silly today,” Luke said. She grinned. What have I done to you, Luke thought looking at her.
 
   They walked for a bit without talking.
 
   “So let’s hear it, what happened with Sadi?” she asked forcing a smile in her voice.
 
   Luke looked at her with concern, “You sure?” he asked, she smiled and shook her head yes. “Well I think it bothered her a lot when I yelled at her this morning, because she actually apologized,” Luke said and she smiled. “I told her I thought we should go to counseling; ya know to learn how to deal with each other for the baby,” he stopped and looked at her, “Should I stop?” he asked. 
 
   “No go on,” Tessa said.
 
   “She agreed, so I am going to find someone and go once a week until we can act civil to each other,” he stopped and looked at her eyes, they were blank.
 
   She swallowed, “Well I think that’s a good idea Luke.” 
 
   “She also agreed to allow me to go the doctor appointment in three weeks if things went well,” Luke said and looked at her, “Do you want to sit and talk Tessa?”
 
   “Nope we can walk,” she said. She wanted to run and scream. He was going to be with her once a week talking to her about feelings. He was going to her doctor appointment with her and he was having a precious little baby with her. All the things she knew he should do. She encouraged it, he was going to be with Sadi and Tessa was going to either fall apart or be here picking up sand sized pieces of her heart trying to put it back together. Breathe Tessa she told herself. He was doing the right thing, let him, be his friend, just breathe, she tripped and fell. Her tears fell immediately. Luke squatted down beside her.
 
   “You okay Tessa,” Luke asked.
 
   “No it hurts,” she said and curled into a ball, she put her face into her legs and tried to breathe as tears poured into her lap.
 
   “Let me help you up,” Luke said.
 
   “I can do it just give me a minute,” Tessa winced.
 
   Luke watched her trying to be strong, and he wanted to just run away like she had asked him to the night before. But he had to be a man; she would hate him either way. He reached out and rubbed her back, and she stopped breathing. 
 
   “Sorry Tessa does that hurt?” he asked.
 
   “Yep,” she said. Everything hurts. “So what else happened with her?” Tessa asked.
 
   “She told me I needed to move out of here,” he answered quietly.
 
   She started to shake, “and what did you say?”
 
   “I told her I would work on it, but it may be two more months,” Luke said softly.
 
   She was taking deep breaths, “So are you working on it?” 
 
   “I think I should,” Luke said softly.
 
   “Oh,” she said and sounded defeated. Her breaths were more rapid and she held her breath and the tears fell harder. 
 
   “I know you don’t want help up but we should really get you back to clean up that leg.” 
 
   Tessa hadn’t even realized she was bleeding. The pain in her leg was nothing compared to the one deep in her chest. She sat up and lifted her shirt to wipe her eyes and looked down at her leg. She exhaled and shook her head. He put his hand out and she took it. He lifted her up. 
 
   “Thank you,” she said softly.
 
   “Can you walk,” he asked.
 
   “I am going to have to figure it out,” she said and breathed deeply.
 
   “I can’t let you limp all the way to the house Tessa,” he said.
 
   “Well that one you’re going to have to figure out,” Tessa forced a small smile.
 
   “Friends Tessa?” Luke asked searching intently into her eyes.
 
   “Always,” Tessa swallowed hard and looked away.
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